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PM: China jabs arrive on Feb 7
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen 
announced on February 4 
that a portion of the Covid-
19 vaccines donated to Cam-

bodia by China are scheduled to 
arrive on February 7.

In a recorded message, he said: “I’ve 
been told by brother Mam Bun Heng 
that vaccines are scheduled for delivery 

on February 7, which is Sunday,” he 
said, referring to the health minister.

Hun Sen also ordered the vaccines 
task force to make logistical prepara-
tions to take delivery of the vaccines at 
Phnom Penh International Airport. 

The announcement came a day 
after Chinese ambassador to Cambo-
dia Wang Wentian said – in his 
remarks at a ceremonial event with 
Covid-19 vaccination doctors at 

Preah Ket Mealea Hospital – that the 
first 600,000 doses of vaccines would 
be transported by the Chinese gov-
ernment on a direct cargo flight from 
China to Cambodia this weekend. 

The Chinese government has 
pledged a donation of one million 
doses of the Sinopharm vaccine to 
Cambodia at no cost, 600,000 of 
which will be in this first shipment.

On the morning of February 4, 

health minister Mam Bun Heng told 
reporters while leading the task 
force’s inspection of the Covid-19 
vaccine storage warehouse in Phnom 
Penh’s Chaom Chao commune that 
the imminent arrival of the vaccines 
was the reason for the inspection. 

“We’ve come to inspect the cooling 
systems for the storage rooms for 
these vaccines that are due to arrive 
this weekend so that we can stockpile 

them properly according to the tech-
nical specifications. We will also pre-
pare the means to transport them to 
the provinces,” he said.

He added that the warehouse can 
house up to three million doses of 
vaccines and that the warehouse 
belonged to the health ministry while 
other storage places were being

New weapons available in fight against cancer

Three firms picked 
to handle rubbish 
collection in capital

MORE effective therapies, nan-
otechnology and even the pros-
pect of vaccinating for certain 
tumours: battles may slowly be 
starting to turn in the never-
ending war against cancer.

The second leading cause of 
death globally, cancer accounted 
for an estimated 9.6 million 
deaths, or one in six deaths, in 2018.

In observance of World Can-

cer Day on February 4, here is a 
look at some of the more prom-
ising developments in treating 
and preventing the disease.

immunotherapy breakthroughs
Immunotherapy drugs, 

which prime the immune sys-
tem to recognise and destroy 
cancerous cells, have shown 
huge promise against previ-

ously untreatable cancers over 
the last decade.

But they vary greatly among 
different forms of cancer and 
only work in around a quarter 
of all patients.

A main focus of research now 
centres on “increasing the per-
centage of patients that respond 
well to immunotherapy,” according 
to Christophe Le Tourneau, 

director of clinical research at 
France’s Curie Institute.

One promising avenue is the 
development of antibodies 
capable of recognising a spe-
cific protein found in cancerous 
cells, “which would help the 
body to destroy those cells,” said 
Axel Kahn, president of the

Long Kimmarita

ONE Singaporean and one 
Chinese firm each won bids 
to collect and manage waste 
in two zones in Phnom Penh, 
while local firm Cintri (Cam-
bodia) Co Ltd was selected to 
provide services in the cen-
tral and southern parts of the 
capital. 

A ceremony to inaugurate 
cooperation with the three 
companies is scheduled for 
February 5.

Municipal Hall spokesman 
Met Meas Pheakdey and 
managing director of city’s 
Waste Management and 
Environment Division Nuon 
Samnavuth told The Post on 
February 4 that the ceremony 
is organised to formally 
deliver contracts to the three 
waste collectors.

Pheakdey declined to reveal 
the names and other details 
of two new companies prior 
to the ceremony taking place 
but encouraged the public to 
attend.

In October 2019, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen revoked 
Cintri’s exclusive licence for 
the capital’s waste manage-
ment and returned the 
responsibility to the munici-
pal hall until a new company 
could be found to replace it. 
At the time, Cintri was not up 
to the task, he said. 

Following the revocation, 
the capital was divided into 
three administrative zones for 

the purposes of waste collec-
tion, requiring three different 
firms handle the work. 

According to the city hall, 
the first zone includes the dis-
tricts of Tuol Kork, Russey 
Keo, Sen Sok, Chroy Chang-
var, and Prek Phnov. The sec-
ond zone covers Dangkor, Por 
Sen Chey, Kambol, Daun 
Penh, and Prampi Makara 
districts, and the third 
includes Chamkarmon, 
Meanchey, Chbar Ampov, and 
Boeung Keng Kang districts.

Cintri director Seng Savy 
said on February 4 that his 
company had won the bid-
ding to collect the waste in 
the four districts of the third 
zone.

“After we receive the rights to 
collect the waste, we will work 
according to the circumstanc-
es and terms of the contract. 
The firms from China and Sin-
gapore won the bidding for 
zones one and two, and we will 
handle ours,” Savy said.

He said Cintri would pur-
chase more dump trucks and 
other necessary waste collec-
tion equipment to meet the 
logistical requirements of its 
responsibility.

Every day, more than 10,000 
tonnes of waste is produced 
across the country, amounting 
to nearly four million tonnes 
per year. Organic waste is esti-
mated to comprise 65 per cent 
of the total while plastics

Continued – page 11

Jumbo parade – size is ‘irrelephant’
the sri lankan army mascot, a baby elephant (centre) takes part in sri lanka’s 73rd independence day celebrations in Colombo on thursday. AFP

Continued – page 2

Continued – page 4



Continued from page 1

amount to 20 per cent.
Phnom Penh alone produces 

3,000 tonnes of waste per day 
– around 30 per cent of the total, 
according to figures provided by 
the Ministry of Environment.

William Lee, general director 
of 800 Super Waste Manage-
ment Pte Ltd which won the 
bid for zone one, explained that 
his company would subcon-
tract with a local firm named 
GAEA Waste Management.

He promised his company 
would bring experience and skill 
to its task and promote the beau-
tification of the city and improve-
ment of living conditions in it.

800 Super is a waste collec-
tion firm which holds three 
licences in Singapore under the 
authority its National Environ-
ment Agency, while GAEA is a 
local waste collector with oper-
ations in Siem Reap, Kampong 
Thom, Banteay Meanchey and 
Kampot provinces.

San Chey, executive director 
the Affiliated Network for 
Social Accountability, claimed 
that Cintri had previously been 
fraught with labour disputes 
and shortfalls in service deliv-
ery because it had been grant-
ed exclusive rights. 

He expected competition 
would improve services and 
hoped a new professional 
atmosphere would foster 
greater public cooperation.

“In addition to competitive 
waste collection services, we 
want to see better participa-
tion from our people, espe-
cially at sites where waste 
accumulates. The public can 
contribute by separating and 
packaging waste properly. 

“Authorities should also take 
action against some businesses 
which dump their waste in a 
disorderly manner, such as 
throwing it in canals which con-
gests drainage,” Chey said.

Niem Chheng

STARTING February 3, anyone 
who has a question on the law 
or needs legal advice can phone 
lawyers from the Cambodian 
Human Rights Committee 
(CHRC) and consult with them 
for free, according to a CHRC 
notice on February 4.

The CHRC informed the 
public that for a limited pe-
riod of time it was sponsoring 
a free legal advice hotline and 
lawyers were waiting to take 
their phone calls and answer 
their questions. 

Five to six lawyers will be 
answering hotline phones 
and giving legal advice to the 
public every day.  

“A team of lawyers from the 
CHRC is ready and prepared to 
provide legal advice and con-
sultation to the public for free 
this week,” the notice said. 

CHRC spokesman Chin Ma-
lin said on February 4 that the 
programme is for everyone 
without regard to their iden-
tity or background.  

“If someone has a court 
case or a friend who is in 
trouble and they need advice, 
they are encouraged to call. 
Students can also phone to 
ask about the law even if they 
have no immediate legal con-
cerns,” he said.

He added that the provision 
of these legal services are part 
of the CHRC’s community 
outreach efforts as well as part 
of their efforts to provide legal 
aid to those who are subjected 
to human rights abuses. 

He said that in the past the 
CHRC’s volunteer lawyers had 
provided legal advice, mediat-
ed disputes and even defend-
ed people in court cases.

“This hotline is an expan-
sion of that work in order to 
widen it and extend its reach 
to more of the community,” 
Malin said. 

Am Sam Ath, deputy director 
for rights group Licadho, said 
the provision of free legal ser-
vices could have a big impact 
in Cambodia because the ma-
jority of people did not know 
much about the law and could 
not afford to hire a lawyer. 

He said in recent years some 
people did not know whom to 
contact for legal advice, while 
some had requested legal aid 
from civil society organisa-
tions or scholars. 

“Unfortunately, there are 
only a handful of lawyers at 
the hotline to help quite a 
large number of people po-
tentially. So, phoning to ask 
for advice may not get some-
one the answers they need 
in a timely manner if a lot of 
people call in, and people 
should be aware of that and 
plan for it,” he said.

He added that the most im-
portant thing was for Cambo-
dia to make a commitment to 
the rule of law by reforming 
the legal and judicial systems 
to make the judiciary inde-
pendent.

“We have a lot of laws, but 
there’s little understanding 
of the law or the legal system 
among the average Cambo-
dians. If people are educated 
about the law it actually helps 
to reduce crime in society be-
cause they will better under-
stand the full consequences 
of their actions. 

“If they don’t understand 
then they might not even know 
that some of their acts are 
criminal offences,” he said.
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Germany proposes policing advice
Niem Chheng

G
ERMAN ambassa-
dor to Cambodia 
Christian Berger 
has suggested a 

project to Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng which he believes 
will improve relations be-
tween commune police and 
the communities they serve. 

Sar Kheng said the idea had 
merit and was in accord with 
the safe village-commune policy. 

Berger raised the idea while 
meeting with Sar Kheng on 
February 3 to discuss decen-
tralisation and deconcentra-
tion in Cambodia as a follow-
up to the minister’s 2019 tour 
in Germany to observe Ger-
man practices in these areas. 

Berger told Sar Kheng that 
Germany was willing to sup-
port Cambodia in enacting a 
commune police-community 
relations project, according to 
a statement by the ministry.

He said the project would 
strengthen the commune po-
lice’s ability to perform their 
duties and improve the com-
munication dynamic between 
police and citizens as well as 
encourage civic participation. 

In response, Sar Kheng wel-
comed the suggestion and 
confirmed that the idea was 
in line with the government’s 
goals in this area and that it 
was complimentary to the 
newly approved safe village-

commune policy, which was 
recently revised to adapt to 
current circumstances.

Sar Kheng said he will go 
on a tour of the provinces 
with Berger to show him the 
positive results of the reforms 
enacted by the decentralisa-
tion and deconcentration 
programme which was sup-
ported in part by Germany. 

He said their tour would also 
be used to move the commune 
police-community relations 

project forward and to this 
end they will visit regional po-
lice training centres to observe 
training firsthand and consider 
ways to incorporate the project 
into those activities. 

National Police spokes-
man Chhay Kim Khoeun said 
on February 4 that a similar 
project was operating from 
2017 to 2019 supported by 
the Australian government 
and that it made the relation-
ship between local police and 

the community closer and it 
was one of the foundations 
for implementing the safe 
village-commune policy.

“According to surveys, there 
is an increased trust by the 
public for the police and an 
increased willingness to co-
operate. The majority of the 
people expressed that they 
felt positive about security in 
the village and commune in 
which they were living. 

“The National Police are put-

ting an effort in to strengthen 
the capacity and quality of our 
commune police administra-
tions,” Kim Koeun said.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun welcomed the 
German embassy’s initiative 
as there was still a great deal 
of division between the police 
and the community. 

He said this was because 
in daily interactions between 
the police and the public, too 
often the police do not be-
have like public servants. 

“Cambodians are afraid of 
police who wear uniforms and 
carry guns rather than respect-
ing them or the law. This leads 
to a situation where people 
behave well in the presence of 
the police, but once the police 
are gone they go right back to 
breaking laws,” he said.

Chanroeun said police have 
numerous shortcomings in 
their capacities and in their 
own respect for the rule of 
law. He said their adherence 
to their professional code of 
conduct was poor and so was 
their overall provision of ser-
vices to the public.

“I hope that the project 
initiated by the German em-
bassy will promote effective 
policing and better job per-
formance – that in turn would 
take the police’s relationship 
with the people to another 
level,” he said.

Interior minister Sar Kheng (right) meets German ambassador to Cambodia Christian Berger on February 3 
Sar Kheng via FacebooK

CHRC spokesman Chin Malin. chrc
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Nov Sivutha

THE Bar Association of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia (BAKC) 
has expressed strong concerns 
over the conduct of some 
“competent authorities” which 
they say is tantamount to 
usurpation of the bar’s author-
ity over the legal profession. 

Some of the practices that the 
association objects to specifi-
cally are the act of holding law-
yers who are representing their 
clients; forcing lawyers to refer 
clients to the judicial police; 
forcing lawyers to violate attor-
ney-client privilege by disclos-
ing confidential information; 
filing lawsuits against lawyers 
for defamation due to state-
ments made in the course of 
representing a client; and law-
suits for incitement based on 
the legal counsel that a lawyer 
provides to their clients. 

In their statement, the BAKC 
called on the relevant author-
ities to take stock of an attor-
ney’s professional activities 
before proceeding with any 
legal action against them. 

If they determine that the 
complaint is due to activities 
undertaken in the course of 
the attorney’s practice of their 
profession, then the authori-
ties should forward the com-
plaint to the BAKC for resolu-
tion in accordance with the 
laws as stated in articles 19 
and 27 of the Law on the Sta-
tus of Lawyers. 

Meanwhile, the BAKC also 
called on all lawyers to adhere 

to the law and their own pro-
fessional code of ethics.

The bar noted that any lawyer 
who has legal action taken 
against them or who is aware of 
legal complaints regarding law-
yers should provide this infor-
mation to the BAKC immedi-
ately so that it has sufficient 
time for review and interven-
tion in a timely manner.

BAKC president Ly Chantola 
explained that the bar had 
observed over the last few 
months repeated instances 
where the authorities have 
called in lawyers for questioning 
and sometimes even held them 
for this purpose because of the 
work they are doing for clients. 

“Sometimes the client is not 
satisfied or sometimes the 
authorities can’t find the per-
petrator and so they call the 
lawyer in for questioning or 
force the lawyer to tell them 

where their client is. Due to all 
these problems, the BAKC 
issued this statement as a 
reminder of the bar’s statuto-
rily mandated authority over 
the legal profession,” he said.

He said that when the 
authorities receive complaints 
regarding lawyers they must 
check to see if these cases 
should be sent to the BAKC for 
resolution because their inves-
tigations have indicated that a 
great deal of the time com-
plaints against lawyers concern 
their professional activities, 
either directly or indirectly.

According to Chantola, the 
letter also requested the coop-
eration of the authorities so 
that if any lawyers commit any 
offenses that do not fall under 
the purview of the BAKC, they 
can send the case to the bar for 
action before it refers the case 
back to them. 

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said he 
had seen the letter but that it 
was vague about the term “rel-
evant authorities”, which he 
said could refer to the police, 
Military Police, Anti-Corrup-
tion Unit officials, municipal 
and provincial governors or 
even ministers.    

“I already read his letter but 
I still don’t know what he wants. 
From experiences, it’s mostly 
the lawyers who file complaints 
against the police. And we’ve 
never intimidated lawyers. As 
a matter of fact, it’s the lawyers 
who show up and demand 
copies of this or that docu-
ment. Sometimes they threat-
en legal action,” he said.

Kim Khoeun said the bar’s 
request for cooperation must 
follow legal procedures. Citing 
criminal cases as an example, 
he explained that lawyers can-
not interfere if the cases are 
under ongoing investigation. 
He said this is one of the legal 
procedures that are stipulated 
clearly in the Criminal Code. 

“The important thing is that 
we all should respect the laws 
and regulations. But some-
times the bar has asked the 
police to copy documents for 
them and it is wrong according 
to procedure. And the lawyers 
know that but they still ask. 

“We never shout at lawyers, 
but it’s the lawyers who shout 
at police officers when they 
refuse to let them see their cli-
ents [in criminal cases],” Kim 
Khouen said.
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THE Kratie provincial author-
ity in collaboration with the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF-Cambodia) is preparing 
to build a guard post in the An-
long Kampi area of the Mekong 
river in Chitr Borei district’s 
Sambok commune to watch 
for illegal fishing activities that 
may affect the Irrawaddy dol-
phin conservation area.

Irrawaddy dolphins are a crit-
ically endangered species with 
less than one hundred thought 
to remain, according to the 
WWF-Cambodia. It is estimat-
ed that 90 per cent of Mekong 
Irrawaddy dolphins live within 
a 190km stretch of the river lo-
cated in Cambodia and Laos.

WWF-Cambodia country 
director Seng Teak told The 
Post on February 4 that the 
establishment of a floating 
guard station would enable 
prompt intervention when-
ever illegal fishing occurs near 
the Anlong Kampi conserva-
tion area. He said the station 
be staffed around the clock, 
and guards will patrol a 25km 
area of the river to protect dol-
phins from fishing nets, shock 
devices and other threats. 

Teak said: “Currently, our 
team is cooperating with the 
provincial Fisheries Adminis-
tration and preparing to con-
struct a single floating guard 
station. In six months, we plan 
to go ahead with construction 
and operations in two more 
places. Our strategy is to con-
tinue to construct more. It’s a 
necessary thing to do.” 

“The floating guard station 
is one step. We will look into 
technologies such as flying 
drones to better control the 
area. With adequate equip-
ment, we will prevent fishing 
offences and intervene in a 
timely manner,” he said.

Theng Pheap, a village-level 
security volunteer, welcomed 
the initiative to build the float-
ing guard station and said his 
security team would join ef-
forts to patrol and prevent 
fishing offences that affect dol-
phins. He said, however, that 
the construction of one or two 
posts would not be enough. 

Pheap explained that the 
Anlong Kampi area is difficult 
to protect because it is a large 
region and illegal fishing is 
common. He noted that dol-
phins have been found dead 
in fishing nets. 

“As a member of the militia, 
I support the initiative to build 
a floating guard station in the 

river to prevent the loss of dol-
phins in the river. I will also 
heart fully join in to patrol the 
area during day and night be-
cause I see illegal fishing hap-
pening here,” he said. 

Anlong Kampi fishing com-
munity chief Thon Tharong 
noted that members of his 
team and the village security 
guards had joined to staff the 
post and protect aquatic re-
sources in the area, but still, 
monitoring and implementa-
tion have been fragmentary, 
leading to dolphins dying one 
after another. Construction of 
the guard station would help 
reduce the impact on the 
sanctuary, he said. 

“It’s good to build this float-
ing guard station to protect 
the dolphins. However, it is 
difficult and unsatisfactory 
that some people do not care 
about fishing prohibitions in 
this area. If people continue 
fishing here, fish, dolphins and 
tourists may all be lost. I can-
not let them do whatever they. 
If they continue, I will call for 
stricter laws,” Tharong said. 

At the opening of a meeting 
on improving dolphin con-
servation and Mekong river 
biodiversity on February 1, 
Kratie provincial governor Va 
Thorn urged fisheries officials 
and other stakeholders to pri-
oritise protection of Mekong 
wildlife so that it may be sus-
tained in perpetuity. 

Thorn explained that man-
aging and protecting aquatic 
habitats will eventually help 
to increase the number of 
dolphins in the wild and re-
duce their mortality rate to a 
minimum. Proper implemen-
tation will reduce illegal fish-
ing in conservation areas, es-
pecially in the Anlong Kampi 
area where dolphins live.

“Working together to con-
serve these dolphins is also 
an important factor for Kratie 
province to attract local and 
international tourists to come 
to visit,” he said.

The WWF-Cambodia had 
reported declining annual 
deaths for Irrawaddy dol-
phins – from nine to six to 
two in the three years of 2015 
to 2017, but a report from the 
Kratie Fisheries Administra-
tion indicates the numbers 
have recently risen, from five 
in 2018 to nine in 2020 – and 
two more in January of this 
year. This mortality rate rep-
resents a serious threat to the 
sustainability of the dolphin 
population in the Mekong 
river.

Floating guard post 
to protect Irawaddy 
dolphins in Mekong

King, PM applaud VN leader
Lay Samean

H
IS Majesty King 
Norodom Sihamoni 
and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen have sent 

congratulations to Nguyen Phu 
Trong on his re-election as Gen-
eral Secretary of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam (CPV).

The King’s message dated 
February 1 said: “On behalf 
of the Kingdom’s people and 
myself, I am pleased to con-
gratulate your Excellency 
Nguyen Phu Trong on your 
selection as General Secretary 
of the Central Committee by 
the CPV’s 13th National Con-
gress on January 31.”

“I firmly believe that under 
the wise leadership of your 
Excellency, there will be de-
velopment and progress in all 
areas while maintaining an 
important role in the region 
and the world. I hope that 
the two nations, Cambodia 
and Vietnam, will have closer 
ties and continue to maintain 
peace, stability, cooperation 
and better national develop-
ment,” the King wrote.

Hun Sen expressed con-
fidence that under Trong’s 
leadership, the CPV would 
successfully implement all pro-
grammes approved by the Na-
tional Congress and transform 
Vietnam into a strong nation 
with equality and democracy, 
according to a February 3 press 
release describing a telephone 
conversation in which both 
leaders praised their long-
standing historical relationship.

As president of the Cambo-
dian People’s Party (CPP), Hun 
Sen lauded the many great 
achievements in socio-eco-
nomic development and the 
maintenance of peace, stability 
and prosperity resulting from 
the CPV’s vision and efforts.

Trong noted with great 
satisfaction the growth of 
partnership and close coop-
eration in all sectors between 
the ruling parties, saying the 
partnership has continued to 
bring mutual benefits to the 
people of both countries.

The leaders expressed their 
deep gratitude for supporting 

each other during the national 
liberation and nation-build-
ing process and reaffirmed 
their strong commitment to 
enhancing bilateral relations 
and the timely implementa-
tion of all agreements for mu-
tual benefit of their countries, 
the region and the world.

Kin Phea, director of the 
royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International relations Insti-
tute, said the congratulatory 
messages reflected the positive 
overall relationship between 
the countries despite the exis-
tence of minor disagreements.

“If we look at agreements 

and declarations made by the 
two countries, we see a tra-
ditional relationship as good 
neighbours. Although there 
have been slight misunder-
standings regarding border 
issues, the general relations 
between the two countries 
are those of a good, neigh-
bourly relationship,” he said.

Trong visited Cambodia in 
February 2019, signing five co-
operative agreements and join-
ing the Cambodian government 
to issue a statement wherein the 
two nations thanked each other 
for their past and continuing 
mutual support.

King Norodom Sihamoni (right) and CPV General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong. AKP

BAKC president Ly Chantola. Heng CHivoAn

A pair of Irrawaddy dolphins in the Mekong River in the Anglong Kampi 
area of Kratie province in September last year. Heng CHivoAn
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Nov Sivutha

THE government has entered 
negotiations to sign a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
for implementation of the “Smart 
Farm Project”, an initiative of the 
South Korean government.

Ngin Chhay, representing the 
General Directorate of Agricul-
ture under the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
and Harry Hwang, executive 
director and founder of the 
Cambodian Korean Economic 
and Cultural Exchange Federa-
tion (CKEF), met earlier this 
week to discuss groundwork 
for signing an MoU.

According to a statement 
from the ministry, Chhay 
briefed Hwang on the circum-
stances of the agricultural sec-
tor in Cambodia, noting chal-
lenges which have hindered 
development, including low-
tech production practices with 
modest yields and surplus 
production without sufficient 
market access, among others.

“Seeing the growth of the 
agricultural sector and poten-
tial for agricultural sub-sector 
development, CKEF repre-
sentatives are interested and 
intend to sign an MoU between 
the ministry and Konkuk Uni-
versity of the Republic of Korea 
for the smart farm develop-
ment project,” Hwang said, 
noting that much prelimary 
work still needed to be done.

The cooperative project will 
entail establishing a national 
technical training centre, provid-
ing training courses for technical 
officers and farmers in the capi-
tal and provinces, developing 
crops on an area of about 100ha 
and researching potential crops 
for production and marketing. 

Hwang said he and the CKEF 
team will need a month and a 
half prior to the signing of the 
MoU in order to work out the 
details because the team will 
first need to consult with 
experts at Konkuk University. 

He also mentioned that trav-
el arrangements for the dele-
gation from South Korea to 

participate in the signing cer-
emony would be complicated 
in light of the Covid-19 situa-
tion and the quarantine 
requirements implemented by 
both countries. 

“If there are no unforeseen 
obstacles encountered, then the 
signing of the MoU will be held as 
soon as mid-March,” Hwang said.

Chhay agreed to the CKEF rep-
resentative’s request and then 
asked that the working group of 
the General Department of Agri-
culture cooperate and maintain 
communications, exchange 
views and share information 
with CKEF representatives in 
order for the signing of the MoU 
to happen on schedule.

“We have discussed his inter-
est in importing modern tech-
nology or innovative methods 
like growing with net houses 
and his idea was to create a 
large agricultural research 
centre in Cambodia and he 
said he needed 100ha of land 
to build it on,” Chhay said.

“Assuming we agree, then 
they do have the necessary 
expertise from either their 
universities or in collabora-
tion with the private sector to 
do a location study in Cam-
bodia to determine which 
area of what province might 
be the most appropriate site 

for that,” he said.
Agriculture minister Veng 

Sakhon said the ministry has 
been working on this for 
almost two months now to 
prepare a draft study on this 
project. But he noted that the 
most important thing was to 
concentrate on disseminating 
new technologies to farmers 
in Cambodia because most of 
them are not really aware of 
“smart farming” practices.

According to Sakhon, Mon-
dulkiri province might be 
chosen as the site of this 
project because it has cold 
weather and can grow local 
produces that are indigenous 
to Cambodia’s central region 
that won’t grow elsewhere in 
the country. 

“I travelled there to check on 
the location [recently]. As a sec-
ond option we would have to 
go with Stung Treng province 
because we already have land 
there next to the Sesan 2 dam. 

“Mondulkiri can turn the site 
into a potato seed research 
centre and also study other 
crops suitable to upland and 
colder regions to build diver-
sity in Cambodia’s domestic 
supply of agricultural products 
instead of importing them 
from other countries,” the 
minister said.

Long Kimmarita

C
AMBODIA’S Minis-
try of Tourism led 
the 53rd meeting of 
the ASEAN National 

Tourism Organisations to 
discuss plans for introducing 
the ASEAN tourism recovery 
strategy and post-crisis recov-
ery plans due in late March.

The video conference meet-
ing on February 2 was attended 
by 300 representatives from in-
stitutions including the ASEAN 
Tourism Association (ASEAN-
TA), World Tourism Organisa-
tion, Pacific Asia Travel Asso-
ciation (PATA) and US-ASEAN 
Business Council, as well as 
the non-ASEAN nations Japan, 
South Korea and China.

In a Facebook post on Feb-
ruary 3, the tourism ministry 
said that in order for the ASE-
AN tourism sector to recover, 
measures were needed to at-
tract tourists to the region 
and member nations were as-

sembled to discuss plans.
“The discussion of these plans 

will be submitted to the ASEAN 
tourism ministers meeting for 
instructions and direction for 
the ASEAN cooperative frame-
work implementation with 
other relevant partners in the 
future,” the post said.

Thong Rathasak, director-
general of Tourism Develop-
ment and International Co-
operation who chaired the 
meeting, told The Post that 
participants had discussed 
the ASEAN Tourism Market 
Strategic Plan 2021-2025 and 
post-Covid-19 ASEAN tourism 
recovery plan preparations. 

He said initiating the use of 
digital systems and artificial 
intelligence to promote ASE-
AN tourism is in line with the 
ASEAN Declaration on Digital 
Tourism introduced by the 37th 
ASEAN Summit on November 
12, last year, in Vietnam.

He noted that ASEAN coun-
tries had supported online 

tourism skills training ac-
cording to the ASEAN quali-
fication system and had been 
supportive of Cambodia’s 
tourism ministry introducing 
the ASEAN Mutual Recogni-
tion Arrangement E-learning 
programme. 

Rathasak  said the ASEAN 
meeting had also discussed 
and examined the possibility 
of safe and responsible travel-
ling through ASEAN corridors 
as the group study the effi-
cacy of Covid-19 vaccines to 
create credibility and restore 
trust in tourists in the ASEAN 
region again. 

From January to March last 
year, 1.16 million interna-
tional tourists visited Cam-
bodia, a drop of 38 per cent 
from the same period in 2019. 
During the second quarter of 
last year, the number of tour-
ists dropped steeply – up to 
90 per cent year-on-year – as 
the country suffered from the 
ongoing Covid-19 crisis.

National
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prepared by the Ministry of Nation-
al Defence at Preah Ket Mealea 
Hospital. 

Bun Heng said the task force of the 
Inter-ministerial Committee on Cov-
id-19 Prevention and Control will 
meet to discuss the vaccination cam-
paign soon.  

He also issued a formal decree 
authorising the emergency use of the 
Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine pro-
duced by the Beijing Institute of Bio-
logical Products Co Ltd. 

The government set up the task 
force to adopt vaccination strategies 
and increase cooperation. 

The health and defence ministries 
have already trained medical special-
ists in the necessary requirements for 
safely transporting, stockpiling and 
administering them to people.

The inter-ministerial task force 
formed on February 3 by the prime 
minister is comprised of Bun Heng 
and representatives from the defence 
and interior ministries; National 

Police Academy of Cambodia; 
National Police; and the National 
Maternal and Child Health Centre.

On the afternoon of February 4, 
Hun Sen said in a recorded message 
that Cambodia’s biggest worry at 
present is the outbreak of a new var-
iant of Covid-19 with community 
spread in north-central Vietnam that 
had now spread further south. 

The prime minister announced that 
the provinces bordering Vietnam – 
Kampot, Takeo, Kandal, Prey Veng, 
Svay Rieng, Tbong Khmum, Kratie, 
Mondulkiri and Ratanakkiri – must 
take urgent steps to prevent the out-
break from spreading into Cambodia.

“Cambodian people who cross into 
Vietnam have to quarantine with Viet-
namese authorities, while Vietnamese 
people who cross into Cambodia also 
have to quarantine here.  Cambodian 
people who return from Vietnam also 
have to quarantine,” he said.

He added that the outcome depends 
upon provincial governors cooperat-
ing with the armed forces to com-
pletely block transmissions via the 

illegal corridors for crossing the bor-
der and at the official border check-
points. They have to be vigilant in 
watching people’s movements and 
require them to quarantine without 
exception.  

“I would like to urgently order pro-
vincial authorities on the border and 
all relevant institutions to cooperate 
and the health ministry must make 
supplies available to the provinces 
bordering Vietnam,” Hun Sen said.

He underscored that what he is 
worried about is person-to-person 
transmission during the lunar New 
year celebrations. 

Hun Sen also ordered the health 
ministry to conduct inspections and 
discuss what is needed with those 
provincial governors. They will need 
to prepare quarantine facilities prop-
erly and gather supplies as the west-
ern provinces are doing at the Cam-
bodia-Thailand border.

As of February 4, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 467 Covid-19 
cases with 16 patients still being 
treated in hospitals.

Border provinces told to prevent Covid spread from VN

ASEAN discuss way  
to revitalise tourism

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon drives a 
tractor in Kampong Cham province last year. Agriculture Ministry

Health minister Mam Bun Heng (second from left) inspects lorries with attached refrigerated 
containers at Preah Ket Mealea Hospital in Phnom Penh on Wednesday. Heng cHivoAn

Tourists ride bicycles around Angkor Thom complex in Siem Reap in June last year. Hong MeneA

Korea, Kingdom eye MoU 
to open smart farm centre



Cambodia’s key infra-
structure, once heavily 
damaged during years 
of conflict and further 

deteriorated by prolonged expo-
sure to flooding have received a 
new lease of life.

damaged bridges and 
country roads impacted rural 
livelihoods by hampering the 
mobility of villagers who had 
to depend on rickety bridges 
that could be swept away dur-
ing heavy rains. 

This dangerous situation had 
devastating consequences, with 
scores of people losing their 
lives.

To upgrade dangerous infra-
structure, Cambodia requested 
the assistance of the Japanese 
government, which through 
its official development as-
sistance (oda) provided funds 
to rehabilitate seven damaged 
bridges in Prey Veng and 
Kratie provinces. 

Japan’s oda is an interna-
tional cooperation between 
governments and government-
related organisations to con-
tribute to the peace, security 
and development of the global 
community. 

Japanese odas focus on 
three core areas – technical 
cooperation, financial coopera-
tion and grant aid. 

Japan began development 
projects in Cambodia in 1968, 
with numerous projects both 
large and small having been 
completed.

a project to rehabilitate 
roads and bridges that began in 
2017 was completed last year, 
contributing immensely to the 
movement of people and the 
transportation of agricultural 
products in the provinces. 

Bridging the gap 
The chief engineer involved 

in the reconstruction of the two 
bridges spoke of how they are 
helping to improve lives.

“People had been waiting 
for improved transportation, 
and their lives are now getting 
better as a result. 

“Houses are being built 

and businesses set up in areas 
around the bridges, and this 
will contribute to the eco-
nomic development of the 
area, especially for the growth 
of the agricultural sector,” said 
Heng Vutha, 39.

a lifeline for rural people, 
these roads and bridges have 
become key parts of the King-
dom’s transport network.

Five of the seven bridges are 
connected to National Road 73 
in the southern part of Kratie 
province in the northeast of 
Cambodia. 

some 160 trucks weighing 
more than 15 tonnes ply the 
route daily. 

ageing and having been 
regularly damaged by floods, 
the original bridges were in 
poor condition and faced the 
risk of collapse. 

after reconstruction work, 

the Prek Rus bridge in Kratie 
province is now safe for use. 

other bridges rehabili-
ated using the oda funds 
were Peam Te bridge, Prek 
Chhloung bridge, anlong 
Khle bridge and Prek sandan 
bridge

The ba baong No1 bridge 
and ba baong No2 bridge on 
the east bank of the mekong 
River in southern Prey Veng 
province form part of National 
Road 11, which helps connect 
Thbong Khmum and Kampong 
Cham towns with Phnom Penh.

Changing landscape 
such roads play a vital role 

in transporting goods within 
the country and for export 
abroad. 

ba baong commune chief 
Chao Non said the rebuilt 
bridges have brought peace of 
mind to residents. 

“The bridges have been 
rebuilt using concrete and are 
very strong, so we need not 
worry about them collapsing 
anymore. 

“before that the bridges 
were made of steel, and origi-
nally they were made of wood. 
during rainy season, it was not 
possible to cross them. 

“and when they were 
rebuilt, all mines and other 
unexploded ordnance left from 
the civil war were cleared, so 
we can now live without fear,” 
the 62-year-old said. 

other villagers explained 
how the reconstruction of the 
seven bridges has brought sig-
nificant benefits to their lives. 

The rebuilt bridges are 
helping reduce hazards 
caused by flooding, ease 
traffic congestion, enable the 
faster movement of people and 
goods across provinces, and 
contribute to socio-economic 
development in the surround-
ing areas.

“When it was just an old 
narrow steel bridge, there 
were traffic accidents on it, 
especially during rainy season. 

but we expect the new bridge 
to reduce the number of ac-
cidents,” said sorn Vichet, 
30, the principal of a local 
primary school. 

Chrou Hoeun, 50, the 
principal of a nearby second-
ary school, said: “The quality 
of the bridge is so much better 
now. students using the bridge 
to get to school can now 
travel safely. 

a 32-year-old farmer from 
ba bong, Ly sythea, said: “in 
the past, although we harvested 
a lot of rice, we could not 
transport it in volume using 

heavy trucks due to the prob-
lems with the bridge, but we 
can now transport it easily.” 

Japanese odas have played 
a crucial role in the upgrad-
ing of infrastructure that will 
help in poverty reduction, the 
upliftment of rural economies 
and the development of social 
services in Prey Veng and 
Kratie provinces. 

such infrastructure needs 
to be protected by the local 
communities and other users as 
they are important to support 
sustainable economic develop-
ment in the future.   

Chao Non, the Ba Baong commune chief.

The location of the bridges in Prey Veng and Kratie provinces. SUPPLIED 

The rebuilt Ba Baong Bridge No2 has brought significant benefits. Large trucks now regularly use the Ba Baong Bridge No1 in Prey Veng province. 

The Prek Rus Bridge before and after reconstruction as a result of Japanese ODA. SUPPLIED
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Rebuilt bridges and roads in Prey Veng 
and Kratie connecting rural economies



May Kunmakara

A
CLEDA MFI Myanmar Co Ltd, 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Cambodia’s ACLEDA Bank Plc, 
continues to operate as normal 

even as the country declares a year-long 
state of emergency, ACLEDA Bank presi-
dent and group managing director In 
Channy told The Post.

The new Myanmar military leadership 
vows to hold another national election af-
ter claiming “severe errors in voting results 
of the November 8, 2020 general election” 
and award the right to the victorious po-
litical party to form a new government.

This is according to a February 1 official 
announcement by Defence Services Of-
fice commander-in-chief Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing, as reported by AFP.

Channy said ACLEDA MFI Myanmar did 
not close amid fears and uncertainties fol-
lowing the military coup, adding that small 
businesses were operating as normal.

“For sure, some banks were closed on 
Monday [February 1] and people were 
flocking to withdraw their money.

“But our business operations in Myan-
mar is limited to microfinance . . . We 
don’t provide the services that banks do 
– we only provide micro-loans to micro-
businesses and not to small and medi-
um-sized enterprises. As of now, we’re 
continuing to provide and receive loans.  

“I was surprised once I got word that 
business was still up and running as 
usual, carrying on providing loans, and 
people were coming to make payments 
all the same. That’s because we do micro-
loans to support micro-businesses for the 

people, so we weren’t affected,” he said.
ACLEDA MFI Myanmar was given the 

Certificate of Incorporation No 96 FC of 
2012-2013 by the Directorate of Invest-
ment and Company Administration of 
Myanmar on September 6, 2012, accord-
ing to ACLEDA Bank.

On February 8, the institution was 
granted a licence as a credit and depos-
it-taking microfinance business. It be-
gan operations 10 days later, its parent 
lender said in a statement.

According to Channy, ACLEDA MFI Myan-
mar has disbursed $43 million to more than 
102,000 customers as of January 31.

“We got the nod from the central bank 
in Myanmar [following the military take-
over] to continue providing loans to cus-

tomers. We are not worried or planning 
to exit the country and will operate un-
der the law and regulations issued by the 
authorities,” he said. 

He said ACLEDA MFI Myanmar has 
$20 million in registered capital, which 
is less than one per cent of the total for 
the group, and maintains $8 million in 
“mandatory savings from customers”.

“All customers of our operations there 
must maintain a minimum balance, 
which is different to how we run things 
here. We also loan to other banks there,” 
Channy said.

As of last month, ACLEDA MFI Myanmar 
had 16 branches – six in the Yangon region, 
seven in the Bago region, one in Mon state 
and two in the Magway region.

Hin Pisei

THE Food Safety Law is mak-
ing headway and expected to 
be enacted later this year, with 
industry insiders confident the 
legislation will lure more inter-
national investors, spark 
growth in the reeling tourism 
sector and chip in to national 
economic growth.

The draft Food Safety Law 
was prepared in 2015 with 11 
chapters and 53 articles and 
aims to establish a food-safety 
system that protects personal 
and consumer health by pre-
venting, controlling and elim-
inating food-related pollution 
and hazards.

Provisions cover processed 
and unprocessed food as 
defined in the law and the 
entire food production chain 
from farmer to consumer in 
accordance with the general 
principles of food safety.

Ministry of Commerce sen-
ior official Phan Oun told The 
Post on February 4 that his 
ministry will hold a meeting 
on February 8 with the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance to 
discuss the draft law before 
submitting it to the Council of 
Ministers.

Oun, who heads the minis-
try’s Consumer Protection, 

Competition and Fraud 
Repression Directorate-Gen-
eral, said commerce minister 
Pan Sorasak and his ministry 
are pushing to have the law 
passed as quickly as possible, 
stressing that it would ensure 
quality, efficiency, hygiene and 
compliance in the food man-
agement process.

He voiced optimism that the 
law would be enacted in 2021, 
though potentially will fewer 
chapters and articles than the 
current draft version, pointing 
out that it will complement 
existing applicable regulation.

The law will help improve 
the quality of exported and 
imported food products, 
attract investment in food-
processing factories and entice 
more tourists to the Kingdom, 
he said.

Federation of Associations 
for Small and Medium Enter-
prises of Cambodia (FASMEC) 
president Te Taingpor lauded 
the law and said it would pro-
vide windfall for the Kingdom’s 
food industry.

He said: “This law is good 
news – it’ll encourage invest-
ment in our country’s food 
industry and will also contrib-
ute to improving food safety 
for tourists who visit Cambo-
dia.”
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 17,040 17,080 17,000

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,200

3 PAS 13,780 13,720 13,780 13,500

4 PEPC 2,960 - 2,960 2,960

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,700

6 PPSP 1,510 1,510 1,510 1,500

7 PWSA 6,080 6,000 6,080 6,000

Date: February 4, 2021

ACLEDA Bank’s subsidiary in 
Myanmar still up and running

Food Safety Law to 
be enacted in 2021: 
Commerce official

ACLEDA MFI Myanmar did not close amid uncertainties following the military coup. SUPPLIED

Since Monday, the price of 
gold has started to fall slightly 
after rising more than one per 
cent during the opening of 
the Asian trading market on 
February 1, hovering around 
$1,850 to $1,870 per ounce. 

This trend is likely to continue 
in the coming weeks as better 
US economic conditions make 
the value of the dollar more 
desirable, said Golden FX Link 
Capital business manager Chea 
Prasith.

According to the Wellxin news 
portal, 10 Republican senators 
have urged newly elected 
President Joe Biden to lower the 
stimulus budget package for the 
Covid-19 crisis to $600 billion, 
around one third of the proposed 
total budget plan. 

This has been touted as a 
bilateral move to accelerate its 
approval and help resolve the 
current crisis and recover the US 
economy as soon as possible.

The New York Times 
reported on Monday that 
under the patronage of Biden’s 
administration, vaccine 
production had increased to 1.3 
million doses a day in just one 
week. 

With the rollout proving 

effective there is the high 
probability of the administration 
of Biden meeting the new 
president’s promise of producing 
1.5 million doses per day.

Meanwhile, the US Federal 
Reserve’s economic recovery 
intervention remains effective, 
and this is expected to continue 
until the country’s economic 
situation improves. 

Mary C Daly, the president 
and CEO of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco, said 
the Federal Reserve must not 
prematurely stop or reduce its 
support for recovering the US 
economy due to short-term 
increases in the profits of 
investors on the stock market. 

She added that the provisional 

success of investors cannot 
be taken as signs of economic 
recovery. Therefore, the economic 
recovery intervention needs to 
take place. 

These positive points during 
the US economic recovery are 
good fundamentals for traders to 
sell gold when the price falls to 
$1,825, setting the first take-
profit function at $1,805 per 
ounce and the second at $1,790 
per ounce and stop-loss function 
at $1,835 per ounce.  
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gold remains bearish due uS economic recovery moves

Golden FX Link Capital business manager Chea Prasith. 

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,083 1.2791 6.4635 105.23 4.0585 1.3352 30.06 0.7632 1.1994 1.3598



Thou Vireak

T
HE Japanese embas-
sy in Phnom Penh, 
the Japan External 
Trade Organisation 

(JETRO) and the Cambo-
dia Chamber of Commerce 
(CCC) on February 3 jointly 
launched the first edition of 
Japanese products showcase 
“Good Goods Japan 2021” in 
the Kingdom.

JETRO Phnom Penh Office 
chief representative Marisa 
Haruta said “Good Goods 
Japan” provides an online 
business-matching platform 
and introduces the world to 
Japanese products in fields 
such as cosmetics, kitchen 
appliances, as well as baby 
and children’s essentials.

She said 22 Japanese compa-
nies will showcase an assort-
ment of daily-use products 
at the event – held in Phnom 
Penh from February 3-4 – aim-
ing to introduce the East Asian 
country’s latest lifestyle goods 
to the Cambodian market.

She added that the fair would 
match Japanese suppliers with 
Cambodian buyers and give 
them the opportunity to strike 
up new business relationships.

“The event will benefit the 
business communities in both 
countries … and increase trade 
volumes by importing high 
quality products into the Cam-
bodian market, which will also 
contribute to national revenue 
through taxes,” Haruta said.

CCC director-general Nguon 

Meng Tech said the Japanese 
play an important role in in-
creasing Cambodian econom-
ic development, with invest-
ment from the country rapidly 
rising over the past decade.

With more than 1,500 Japa-
nese investors in Cambodia, 
he stressed that the Kingdom 
boasts an abundance of excit-
ing, largely untapped poten-
tial in diverse sectors such as 
food processing, eco-tourism, 
manufacturing and human 
resource development.

“Cambodia has signed the 
RCEP [Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership] 
and free trade agreements 
with China and [soon with] 
South Korea that will enable 
the market to expand and the 
economy to flourish.

“Worth mentioning is Cam-

bodia’s strategic location for 
partnerships, with the utmost 
suitability as a production 
base and eased access to in-
ternational marketing chan-
nels,” Meng Tech said.

Speaking at the event, Japa-
nese ambassador to Cam-
bodia Masahiro Mikami said 
life expectancy of Japan is the 
highest in the world and that 
the “healthcare industry”, 
which he said includes the 
health and beauty sectors, is 
said to be valued in the order 
of $300 billion.

This, he said, reflects the 
vast amount of interest that 
exists in the health and beau-
ty sector in Japan.

“I hope many successful 
business meetings will be held 
at this event and that they will 
provide Cambodian people 

with many opportunities to 
enjoy high quality Japanese 
products. I also hope for the 
further development of the 
friendship between Cambo-
dia and Japan,” Mikami said. 

He claimed that the Japanese 
products are designed with the 
booming market in mind and 
are of the highest quality and 
praised around the world.

“I am convinced that the 
Japanese products that are 
being exhibited today will 
find favour with the people of 
Cambodia as well.

“I strongly believe that this 
event will introduce Cambo-
dian buyers to a host of high 
quality Japanese products and 
will utilise state-of-the-art on-
line systems to connect buyers 
in Cambodia with appropriate 
Japanese suppliers,” he said.

Minister of Commerce Pan 
Sorasak said the event would 
encourage direct negotia-
tions between Cambodian 
and Japanese businessmen 
and motivate them to estab-
lish business forums.

“I would like to express my 
congratulations and appre-
ciation to JETRO Japan for 
initiating this trade matching 
programme to pave the way for 
Japanese goods to penetrate the 
Cambodian market,” he said.

From 1994 to 2018, the 
Council for the Development 
of Cambodia approved 137 
Japanese investment projects 
in the Kingdom with a total 
capital of $2.486 billion, ac-
cording to the ministry.

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  FEbRuARy  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Japanese goods touted at fair

A Japanese company meets with a Vietnamese partner at a ‘Good Goods 
Japan 2019’ event held in Hanoi on September 27, 2019. VIETNAM NEWS

Gov’t arm issues new round 
of support for local SMEs
Thou Vireak

KHMER Enterprise (KE) said 
from February 1, it will accept 
applications from small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SME) and start-ups that need 
capital to offset business and 
operational challenges amid 
Covid-19.

These, KE said in a press release, 
will be for the third iteration of its 
Khmer Enterprise Assistance 
Package (KEAP) programme, 
which targets sectors that have 
been severely affected by the pan-
demic such as agriculture, agro-
processing, handicrafts, services 
and information and communi-
cations technology (ICT).

KE is an implementation unit 
of the Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Fund (EDF) estab-
lished by the Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance.

It ran two iterations of its 
KEAP programme last year, 
during which it received 278 
applications from across the 
capital and 18 provinces.

Through the ministry, KE 
provided around $400,000 to 27 
SMEs and start-ups over the 
first two rounds, with individ-
ual funds between $5,000 and 
$20,000, for exclusive use in 
business operations over a 
maximum period of one year.

Ministry permanent secretary 
of state Vongsey Vissoth said the 
new round of aid packages 
would help SMEs and start-ups 
regain their footing and once 
again constitute the engines of 
the national economy.

“The government, through 
the EDF, as well as KE, aim to 
build a leading force to fight in 
the economic, trade, as well as 
technological battle by increas-
ing competitiveness, business 
efficiency and creating added 
value for new and a greater 
number of economic catalysts 
in Cambodia,” he said.

KE CEO Dr Chhieng Vanmun-
in said the third iteration of the 
KEAP programme comes in a 
timely manner and would be a 
valuable tool for affected busi-
nesses to get back on track. 

“KE welcomes financial part-
nerships from relevant institu-
tions to use the KE aid package 
platform to build and promote 
the entrepreneurial ecosystem 
and economic restoration in 
Cambodia,” he said.

This third round of the pro-
gramme will follow the same 
procedures as last year and will 
be divided into four phases.

In the first phase, KE will make 
announcements on Facebook, 
the media and through its net-
work of partners to raise aware-
ness of the programme and 
begin receiving applications.

In the second phase, appli-
cations will be screened using 
standardised criteria. In the 
third phase, selected candi-
dates will be invited to make a 
presentation on their busi-
nesses and their budget man-
agement processes to a com-
mittee of experts, and in the 
fourth stage, aid packages will 
be awarded to the winning 
candidates.

Visa, the world’s leader in 
digital payments, and Wing 
(Cambodia) Limited specialised 
Bank on Thursday partnered 
to introduce the ‘Wing Virtual 
Visa Card’, an online payment 
card for all users of Wing’s 
mobile payment application. 

“With customer experience 
being the ultimate priority 
for our bank, Wing is thrilled 
to be partnering with Visa 
to provide a brand new 
online card that comes with 
a huge range of benefits for 
our customers,” said Wing 

CEO Manu Rajan. “Through 
our service, Wing app users 
can easily create a Wing 
Virtual Visa Card and make 
online payments, in addition 
to having access to several 
promotional incentives and 
rewards.”

The new digital payment 
card offers a range of 
benefits to existing Wing app 
users including the ability 
to make purchases online 
wherever Visa is accepted, 
the convenient monitoring of 
expenses, and the elimination 

of credit checks and variable 
credit limits. 

“at Visa, we are proud 
to partner with innovative 
companies like Wing to 
introduce new digital payment 
technologies that help to move 
the country closer towards its 
vision of becoming a cashless 
nation,” said Visa country 
manager for Cambodia Chum 
Monika. “The Covid-19 
pandemic has driven a shift to 
online purchases and digital 
payments meaning technology 
like the Wing app will become 

increasingly important for 
consumers throughout the 
nation. By introducing the Wing 
Virtual Visa Card, existing users 
of online financial applications 
now have greater access 
to a safer, faster and more 
convenient payment solution,” 
added Chum.

The partnership brings Visa’s 
expertise in digital payment 
and e-commerce solutions 
to Wing, the leading mobile 
payment solution provider 
in Cambodia. Following its 
launch in 2009, Wing has 

built an extensive network 
of agents and introduced a 
range of innovative products 
and services to its user base, 
including bill payments, phone 
top-ups, local and international 
money transfers, online 
shopping and QR payments. 
Wing has strived to ensure that 
all Cambodians have access to 
a bank account by bridging the 
financial services gap in the 
Kingdom.

“With the pandemic having 
already impacted consumers 
across the world, it’s necessary 

to increase the freedom of 
our users to purchase items 
and complete their essential 
transactions, digitally and 
safely,” Manu added. 

Wing app users using the 
Wing Virtual Visa Card will 
have the ability to participate 
in exciting promotions 
including monthly lucky 
draws, instant cashback from 
Grab, and discount offers for 
online purchases. The details 
about these promotions will be 
announced in Wing’s official 
Facebook soon. 

Visa and Wing launch new online 
payment card with extensive benefits
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Wing CEO Manu Rajan (left) and  Visa country manager for Cambodia Chum Monika. The signing ceremony was held on Thursday at a leading hotel in the capital.  

All Cambodians can use Visa via Wing Money App for digital payments for individual and business needs



By Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

D
ays after the shock 
military takeover 
of Myanmar’s gov-
ernment and the 

imposition of a one-year state 
of emergency, some investors 
pulled the brakes on foreign 
direct investments (FDI) as 
sanctions by the Us and India 
loomed.

One of them was Thai-
owned industrial estate de-
veloper amata Corp Public 
Co Ltd, which suspended its 
$1 billion project in Myanmar, 
fearing that the turn of events 
would put off investors, Nik-
kei asia wrote on Monday.

Reports also stated that in-
vestors are taking it slow, pre-
ferring to “wait and see”, just 
like amata.

as for China – which al-
legedly viewed the coup as a 
“cabinet reshuffle”, Fitch so-
lutions Inc opined it might 
stay neutral. China owns a 
sizeable interest in construc-
tion projects, about 29 per 
cent, in the country.

“China may prove to be the 
exception, given its higher 
risk appetite and history of 
backing the previous military 
regime,” it mentioned in a 
note early this week.

In fact, the outcome could 
deepen bilateral ties between 
the two countries, allowing 
Chinese firms and funds to 
further entrench themselves 
in the growing domestic 
infrastructure and energy 
space, it said.

Coming off the pandemic 
a tad stronger than the rest 
of the world with a year-on-
year gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth of 2.3 per cent 
in 2020, a possible increase 
in funds in Myanmar is not 
going to dent its voracious in-
vestment appetite in the rest 
of the region.

as stephen Higgins, co-
founder and managing part-
ner of Mekong strategic Part-
ners Co Ltd, succinctly said: 

“In the context of China’s 
total outbound non-finan-
cial investment, the amount 
required to replace Western 
investment into Myanmar is 
chicken-feed.”

and so, he does not expect 
the Myanmar investments to 
have any material impact on 
China’s ability to invest fur-
ther in Cambodia.

Though this would not be 
the case in Cambodia only. 
The economic powerhouse is 
projected to pour in more in-
vestment into southeast asia 
in the coming years as trade 

tensions with the Us linger.
“From China’s point of view, 

it is only realistic to manage 
the risks of potential disrup-
tion and ‘decoupling’ of the 
country’s largest exports desti-
nation,” said UOB Group head 
of research suan Teck Kin.

He offered that one way is 
to leverage on the strengths of 
the domestic economy and to 
further expand and intensify 
cooperation with other large 
markets and regions.

“The asEaN [member 
states] and the Belt & Road 
Initiative countries will fit 

in this narrative given their 
geographic proximity and 
significant growth potential,” 
suan said in a macro note late 
January.

Here is where its dual circu-
lation strategy will come into 
play. It is a key principle that will 
guide China’s next-stage devel-
opment prescribed in its 14th 
five-year plan (2021-2025).

One part of the strategy in-
volves internal circulation, 
which refers to domestic 
economic activities, a main 
anchor for its economy. The 
other is external circulation, 

consisting of economic inter-
action with the outside world.

The latter stipulates deeper 
connectivity between domes-
tic components, such as con-
sumption, production and 
distribution,  outside of Chi-
na via channels such as trade, 
services, capital, investment, 
finance, culture, and people 
flow or exchanges, suan ex-
plained.

For asEaN, China’s eco-
nomic policies are definitely 
welcomed by member states, 
including those embattled 
with political uncertainties, 
like Malaysia and Thailand.

ASEAN FDI to stay weak
While Cambodia enjoys a 

stable political environment, 
it has managed to control the 
spread of Covid-19 with no 
deaths so far.

additionally, economic 
growth is forecast to be 
around four per cent this year 
after contracting a record 3.1 
per cent in 2020.

Taken together, is Cambodia 
in a preferred position to re-
ceive higher investment from 
China and other investors?

“That remains to be seen,” 
said David Van, public-private 
partnership senior associate 
of Platform Impact Co Ltd.

He pointed out that, so far, 

singapore had managed to 
attract the most FDI in 2020, 
constituting a 12-year high of 
s$17.2 billion (Us$12.9 bil-
lion).

“No country [is able] to re-
cord good economic growth 
without a strong manufactur-
ing base as the services and 
real estate sector [alone] can-
not contribute substantial 
percentage of GDP as basic 
manufacturing,” he said.

He cited the example of the 
Us sacrificing its industrial 
policy since the days of for-
mer President Ronald Reagan, 
which resulted in the impov-
erishment of Us households.

“[Instead] the policy en-
riched Chinese [households]
only because Us corpora-
tions were chasing after bet-
ter margins,” he said.

However, he lauded Cam-
bodia for identifying and pri-
oritising certain key sectors 
that will help it leapfrog into 
the 21st century digital era.

“We have been stuck with 
low-based garment and foot-
wear manufacturing for de-
cades. The government is gear-
ing up education and skills 
enhancement for Industry 4.0.

“[It is also attracting] invest-
ments in research and devel-
opment including in-country 
value-added processing of 
agricultural products,” Van 
said.

Looking at Cambodia’s FDI, 
the Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia approved 
121 fixed asset projects val-
ued at $5.9 billion as at end-
september, 2020.

Of that, China bankrolled 
$848 million projects, up 30 
per cent year-on-year from 
$654.6 million in the corre-
sponding period.

In relation to that, Greater 
China states, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan, invested a total of 
$164 million, down by half 
from $360.9 million in the 
same period in 2019.

Coming in second after 
China was south Korea with 
$262.8 million, whose invest-
ment grew more than 10 times 
from a year ago, followed by 
Malaysia ($51.7 million).

a big portion of these in-
vestments went to industries, 
comprising 103 projects that 
were valued at $809.3 million 
while six tourism projects 
chalked up $3.9 billion.

Regionally, UN Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTaD) data showed that 
investments into asEaN from 
around the world fell 31 per 
cent to $107 billion in 2020.

But China instead gained 
15 per cent more FDI totalling 
$163 billion, along with an in-
crease of inflows to Hong Kong.

“China became the top 
destination of FDI inflows in 
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Is Cambodia poised for more FDI as neighbours 

face political, Covid-19 uncertainties?
As some Southeast Asian nations face internal issues, the Kingdom’s stability could be an 
attractive destination to investors, but institutional setbacks might turn them away

Chinese FDI has flowed into real estate and construction, evidenced in developments such as these on Koh Pich. SAngeethA AmArthAlingAm

Source: Council for the Development of Cambodia (National Bank of Cambodia Economic & Monetary Statistics, Oct 2020)



2020, with the Us trailing in 
second position after a 46 per 
cent drop in inflows,” UOB’s 
suan noted. “The EU came 
in third with a 71 per cent de-
cline in FDI inflows.”

While FDI into asEaN is ex-
pected to stay weak this year, 
as warned by UNCTaD, suan 
said historically, the region 
has in general, outperformed 
the competition for foreign 
investment.

This represents a 14 per cent 
compound annual growth rate 
(CaGR) from 2009 to 2019, 
ahead of China (4.1 per cent) 
and the Us (5.5 per cent), which 
is largely attributed to the sta-
bility of the region and its open-
ness to foreign investments.

With the onslaught of one of 
the world’s largest multilateral 
pacts, the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP), asEaN has yet another 
catalyst, suan said.

according to him, FDI in-
flows into RCEP accounted 
for 37 per cent of the global 
share last year, which was an 

increase of nearly 14 percent-
age points from 2019.

Further investments driven 
by the RCEP, its integration 
into the global value chain 
(GVC), China’s dual circula-
tion strategy and the region’s 
rising population and in-
come, are waiting to happen.

The question is, where does 
Cambodia stand in all this?

anthony Galliano, CEO of 
Cambodian Investment Man-
agement Co Ltd, said although 
the Kingdom’s FDI has grown 
exponentially in recent years, it 
remained overly concentrated 
with China, having surpassed 
other FDI sources combined.

Cambodia also ranks in the 
lower tier for inward foreign 
investment in asEaN, top-
ping only Myanmar, Laos, 
and Brunei, and only gar-
nering half of what Thailand 
does as its closest competitor 
up the ranks.

“Undoubtedly, Myanmar’s 
FDI will dry up and quickly,” 
he said, however adding that 
that investment pool is “min-

iscule”, just $2.5 billion in 
2019 compared with singa-
pore’s $92 billion.

To be sure, singapore, In-
donesia, and Vietnam are 
historically the largest FDI 
recipients in south East asia, 
which cumulatively made up 
more than 80 per cent of FDI 
inflows for the region in 2019.

“I don’t expect Cambodia 
to benefit from the turbu-
lence in Myanmar, Thailand 
and Malaysia. In fact, in such 
instances there can be con-
tagion risk, with investors 
unfortunately avoiding coun-
tries they classify similarly.

“However, Cambodia has 
embraced foreign investment 
from China and that is ex-
pected to remain stable and 
consistent, whereas China is 
not a major investor in Thai-
land and Malaysia. although, 
Malaysia is not encouraging 
increased Chinese invest-
ment,” he said.

‘. . . well aware of hiccups’
That said, economist Dr 

Chheng Kimlong deemed that 
a lot more needs to be done in 
order to lure more FDI, given 
that Cambodia does not have 
a good investment rating. 
This is a result of its high cor-
ruption ranking and lack of 
transparency.

He suggested that regu-
latory governance, public 
administration and policy 
coordination among govern-
ment ministries have to be 
polished up.

In addition, smart eco-
nomic diplomacy, effective 
economic policy and policy 
implementation should be 
further enhanced at a much 
faster pace, Kimlong said.

Galliano too felt that even 
though Cambodia has an 
open and liberal foreign in-
vestment regime and has 
made great strides in the ease 
of doing business, it needs to 
counter international investor 
perceived concerns in order to 
diversify and increase FDI.

He counted lack of transpar-
ency in the legal system, robust-
ness of energy supply and its 
high cost, especially for heavy 
industry, scarcity of skilled la-
bour and an underdeveloped 
infrastructure, as setbacks.

“Even though I believe it is 
greatly flawed and inaccu-
rate, it also doesn’t help that 
the World Bank’s 2020 Doing 
Business report, ranks Cam-
bodia 144th out of 190 coun-
tries, down by six spots com-
pared to the previous year,” 
he told The Post.

Nevertheless, things are 
looking up for Cambodia, as 
the government would have  
everyone believe.

Ministry of Economy and 
Finance spokesman Meas 
soksensan said Cambodia 
is set to reign in benefits on 
anticipated investments and 
reshoring of GVC activities in 
asEaN and the China-Cam-
bodia Free Trade agreement.

He said a number of activi-
ties were implemented to up-
date production capacities 
and bases. as such, Cambo-
dia is looking to raise invest-
ments in non-garment indus-
tries such as agro-industry, 
rice milling, food processing, 
and solar energy and panels.

Electronics and electrical 
manufacturing is another po-
tential sector for investment, 
though it is relatively small 
now.

soksensan also made note 
of domestic investments 
which currently constitute 40 

per cent of total investments.
The uptrend is reflective of the 

improving business environ-
ment and confidence among 
local investors in the country.

“It also shows enhanced 
entrepreneurship which is 
a critical outcome from the 
government’s long-term ac-
tions,” he added.

However, looking forward, 
Platform Impact’s Van believed 
that only a comprehensive in-
tegrated approach and better 
inter-ministerial coordina-
tion can result in improved 
growth among regional peers, 
and lead Cambodia to higher 
middle income status.

“The government is well 
aware of such hiccups and 
is making every effort to ad-
dress them and only time will 
tell how effective these efforts 
are,” Van opined.
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Cambodia’s “Number 1 
stout”, abC Extra stout, is to 
launch its first-ever Chinese 
New Year campaign with a  
dazzling “abC Roving LEd  
Lion dance”.  

after a challenging year, 
abC wants to inspire consumers 
to look forward to a more pleas-
ant and prosperous 2021. 

abC’s lion dance will  
showcase a pair of Chinese  
lions bedecked with LEd lights, 
which will perform from Febru-
ary 6-13 at 10 locations across 
Phnom Penh.

Chinese New Year is an 
important celebration for many 
Cambodians. The lion dance – a 
key element that welcomes good 
luck and prosperity during this 
season – is a perfect match with 
abC’s iconic logo, the lion. 

abC’s travelling lion dance 
promises to bring a unique per-
formance to life with a pair of 
gold and black dancing lions.

“This Chinese New Year, abC 
wants to elevate the experience we 
offer Cambodians. our consumers 
are important to us, and we want 
to celebrate together with them. 

“staying true to our brand 
message of “be Exceptional”, we 
aim to deliver a truly excep-
tional experience with our LEd 
lion dance performances. 

“We invite everyone to join 
us as we welcome the year of 
the ox,” said Heineken Cam-
bodia marketing director Loic 
briant de Laubriere. 

in addition to the 10 key 

locations around Phnom Penh, 
abC’s Roving LEd Lion dance 
will also make an appearance 
at aeon 1 and aeon 2 malls for 
a photo session in front of an 
exceptional Chinese New Year-
themed selfie station.

brewed using high-quality 
ingredients while following 
strict international quality stan-
dards, abC Extra stout is the 
perfect companion for hosting 
parties this Chinese New Year. 

Now available nationwide in 
an exciting new 12-can case, 
abC Extra stout is also the per-
fectly packaged gift for family 
and friends.

abC Extra stout invites all 
fans to join us for the exciting 
Roving LEd Lion dance perfor-
mances and to share their expe-
rience with friends and family 
on their social media pages. 

For more details about the 
exact dates and locations for the 
abC Roving LEd Lion dance”, 
follow abC on Facebook – 
www.facebook.com/abC.Extras-

toutCambodia – and instagram 
– @abcbeer.cambodia.

about Heineken Cambodia
Heineken Cambodia – 

formerly Cambodia brewery 
Limited (CbL) – is part of the 
Heineken Company, the world’s 
most international brewer. 

The company was born in 
Cambodia in 1994 as a joint 
venture between asia Pacific 
brewery Limited and Progress 
import-Export Company, before 
becoming 100 per cent Heineken 
in 2014. The company employs 
some 700 employees. 

it produces, markets, and 
distributes nationwide its iconic 
international and local brands 
– namely Heineken, Tiger, 
abC Extra stout, anchor and 
Gold Crown – according to the 
highest international standards 
brought from the Netherlands, 
where its roots belong. 

sustainability for people, 
planet and prosperity is embed-
ded in the business in order to 
‘’brew a better Cambodia”. 

ABC to celebrate an exceptional 
Chinese New Year!
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Approved FDI by sector, cambodia 
(Us$ billion, January 2014–July 2020)

Source: Cambodian authorities (World Bank Economic Update, Nov 2020)



Confirel Co ltd is 
aspiring to elevate 
the image and 
perception of palm 

wine culture with the intro-
duction of Thnot Sparkling 
Mekong Wine. 

long regarded the poor 
man’s alcoholic drink, palm 
wine has an effervescent and 
deep-rooted culture. 

With pan-tropical appeal, 
palm wine is consumed by 
more than 10 million people 
in West Africa alone, and it 
has long been enjoyed across 
Asia, South America, the 
Caribbean and the Middle east.

“introduced in early 2020, our 
Thnot Sparkling Mekong Wine  
is an innovative alcoholic bever-
age meticulously created in 
Cambodia using the methode 
champenoise and the Kingdom’s 
very first sparkling wine made 
from palm sap.

“Although we have been 
involved in the manufacturing 
of palm spirits for more than 17 
years – through our Jaya and 
Kirel brands offering three very 
distinctive flavours – Thnot 
Sparkling Mekong Wine 
represents a concentrated 
effort by Confirel to 
further refine the process 
of traditional palm wine 
making into a fine art,” 
said Confirel’s commercial 
director loic Martin.

Backed by a robust 
network of 200 farms 
certified organic in the 
cultivation of sugar 
palm trees and sap 
collection, Martin is 
confident Confirel has 
the capability to meet 
both domestic and 
international demand 
for its flagship alcoholic 
brand.

“Thnot Sparkling 
Mekong Wine is made 
over a three-month 
period in our 3,500sqm 
factory located in Phnom 
Penh’s Por Sen Chey 

district. 

“During the 
harvesting of palm 
sap from December to 
March – which coincides 
with the wine-making 
process – we are able to 
produce 4,000 bottles in 
each 750ml and 375ml 
variant.

“We export our Jaya 
and Kirel brands to 
traditional palm wine 
consumption markets 
such as Thailand, 
Vietnam and other 
Southeast Asian 
countries, as well as 

france and Germany, among others. 
“We are looking to export Thnot 

Sparkling Mekong Wine, and with 
the demand for sparkling palm 
wine expected to rise in the coming 
years, there are plans to expand our 
operations to double production next 
year,” Martin said. 

Deum thnot – the sugar palm  
tree in Khmer – is an important 
symbol of Cambodia’s national 
identity and heritage. 

Sugar palm trees have been 
celebrated throughout the Kingdom’s 
history, dating back to the 9th 
century and the Khmer empire and 
Angkorian civilisation.

Confirel was founded in 2001 
to boost rural development and 
improve the of lives farmers through 
Cambodia’s main natural resources, 
in particular the sugar palm tree. 

The idea of turning one of the 
nation’s symbols into products 
that embody the cultural identity 
of the people is deep rooted in the 
company’s philosophy. 

And Thnot Sparkling Mekong Wine 
is a perfect example of Confirel’s 
commitment to continuously bringing 
Cambodia’s rich culture and gifts of 
nature to the world.

in a country where alcohol con-
sumption and GDP rise hand in  
hand, Thnot Sparking Mekong Wine 
offers local wine connoisseurs a 
unique taste with which to refresh 
their palates. 

“All our products are made with 
quality and safety in mind, and 
Thnot Sparkling Mekong Wine is no 
exception as all our sugar palm trees 
cultivated for sap production are cer-
tified organic and free from chemical 
fertilisers and pesticides.

“We also work closely with  
farmers to constantly improve the 
quality of the sap harvests, while 
at the same time identifying other 
locally grown crops such as mango 
and pineapple to be utilised for the 
future production of signature fruit 
wines,” said Martin.

So with Confirel at the forefront 
of propelling the culture of palm 
wine drinking in sparkling fashion 
– while highlighting the Kingdom’s 
rich heritage and improving farmers’ 
livelihoods – the age old perception 
of it as a poor man’s drink is being 
reinvented. 

Confirel salutes 
local heritage 
with bubbly 
palm wine

Confirel commercial director Loic Martin. SUPPLIED Thnot Sparkling Mekong Wine is made over a three-month period. SUPPLIED

Confirel’s 3,500sqm facility in the capital’s Por Sen Chey district. SUPPLIED

Products are made with quality and safety in mind. SUPPLIED

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Often regarded the poor man’s drink, 
Thnot Sparkling Mekong Wine is  
set to raise the standing of palm  
wine as a quality tipple embodying  
Cambodian culture.
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South Korean farmers are pro-
testing strengthened regulations 
on living shelters for foreign la-
bourers introduced in the wake 
of a Cambodian worker’s death, 
claiming the measures are ill-
devised and demanding more 
support from the government.

In a press conference on 
february 2 near the Ministry 
of employment and Labour 
building in Sejong, the Korean 
advanced farmers federation 
demanded the government 
retract the measure that stipu-
lates improved shelter condi-
tions for foreign workers.

the federation said in a 
statement: “Chaos is growing 
across agricultural sites as the 
government started enforcing 
the changed measure without 
much time to prepare.

“It is inevitable for farms 
employing foreign workers to 
change their farming plans, 
and much damage is expected 
for the sector due to decreased 
output and delays from diffi-
culty in securing manpower.”

the ministry announced in 
December that it will reject em-
ployment permit applications 
by employers that offer unsuit-
able shelters starting on Janu-
ary 1 in response to the death 
of the Cambodian worker.

the deceased, a woman aged 
31, was found dead at a farm in 
Pocheon, Gyeonggi province, 
in a converted plastic-covered 
greenhouse with a malfunc-
tioning heating system where 
the temperature had fallen to 
minus 18 degrees Celsius.

Initial autopsy results 
showed that she had died of 
liver cirrhosis, but civic groups 
have demanded further inves-
tigation and government ac-
tion to prevent such incidents 
from recurring.

as the vast majority of foreign 
agricultural workers in South 
Korea stay in lodging offered 
by their employers, the minis-
try also demanded employers 
provide sufficient information 
on lodging facilities for pro-
spective foreign workers.

the ministry vowed to tough-
en supervision of working con-
ditions for foreign workers so 
that violators of the labour rela-
tions law are instructed to rectify 
their offences or have their em-
ployment permits cancelled.

as for foreign workers who 
are already staying in such 
plastic homes, the ministry 
will provide them the choice to 
change the workplace, as own-
ers of small farms and fishing 
boats are not expected to im-
mediately find new accommo-
dations for the workers.

according to a ministry inspec-
tion on 3,850 foreign workers at 
496 workplaces in the farming 
and fisheries sector, close to 70 
per cent said they were living 
in makeshift structures. only 25 
per cent said they were staying 
in houses, with another 2.6 per 

cent sharing lodging facilities.
those offering makeshift 

structures as shelters are re-
quired to report their residential 
usage to local governments, but 
56.5 per cent had not made the 
reports. the improvised dwell-
ing units with rooms and toilets 
were also found to have privacy 
issues and pose fire hazards.

Minister Lee Jae-kap said 
in a statement then: “foreign 
workers are essential for the 
farming and fisheries sector, 
and for that reason we will 
make sure that basic living 
environment is provided for 
them through this measure.”

the federation has opposed 
the ministry’s moves, saying 
local farmers lack the time and 
resources to build new lodg-
ings for their foreign workers.

It demanded: “the working 
condition and living stan-
dards of foreign workers must 
be shifted in the right direc-
tion on the condition of pro-
moting coexistence of farm-
ers and foreign workers.

“the Ministry of employ-
ment and Labour enforced new 
standards without even looking 
into dire conditions of the agri-
culture sector and farmlands, 
and threatening to take away 
employment permits is like a 
death sentence to us.”

It is expected based on the 
inspection results that many 
farmers will lose their em-
ployment permits for this 
year’s harvest if they fail to se-
cure new structured shelters 
for their foreign workers.

the federation has said that it 
is physically impossible to pre-
pare new buildings in that time 
frame, and that giving foreign 
workers liberty to choose their 
new workplace will result in an 
exodus of human resources for 
the majority of farms in need 
of foreign workers.

the federation also argues 
that only a small number of 
farmers neglect the working 
and living conditions of their 
foreign workers.

“We are using one [convert-
ed] shipping container for each 
worker, and these containers 
all have heating and cooling 
systems as well as showering 
facilities,” said a public petition 
to the blue house presidential 
residence posted in December.

the petitioners claim to be 
a married couple in their 30s 
in Miryang, South Gyeong-
sang province, who have lived 
as farmers and employed for-
eign workers since 2017.

“We also have passed all in-
spections when obtaining our 
employment permits, and fire 
safety devices are installed inside 
each cargo container. While the 
death of the foreign worker is to 
be mourned, many farmers will 
agree with me that the situation 
is only a very extreme and minor 
view of the farming sector.” THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

eu’s borrell heads to Moscow 
as Navalny controversy grows

New requirements 
for int’l workers in 
Korea irks farmers

treatments, vaccines, tech research forge on

e
u foreIGN policy 
chief Josep borrell 
was set to jet to Mos-
cow on february 4 

under pressure to confront 
the Kremlin over the jailing of 
alexei Navalny and a crack-
down on protesters.

the visit – the first to russia 
by a top eu envoy since 2017 
– has drawn criticism from 
some european capitals wor-
ried Moscow will spin it as 
evidence brussels is keen to 
return to business as normal. 

but borrell insists he will 
deliver “clear messages” to 
the Kremlin despite it blank-
ing Western calls to release 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
most prominent domestic 
opponent Navalny, who was 
on february 2 given a jail 
term of almost three years.

“It is when things are not go-
ing well that you must engage,” 
the former Spanish foreign 
minister said on february 1.

the eu’s ties with russia 
have been in the doldrums 
since Moscow seized Crimea 
and began fuelling the war in 
ukraine in 2014 – and there are 
concerns about its involvement 
in belarus, Syria, Libya, central 
africa and the Caucasus.

borrell is eager to sound out 
his veteran counterpart Ser-
gei Lavrov on the chances of 
cooperation on issues includ-
ing enlisting russia’s help in 
reviving the Iran nuclear deal 
and tackling climate change. 

but it will be the jailing of 
Navalny and detention of 
thousands of demonstra-
tors across russia by baton-
wielding security forces that 

dominates his visit.
the eu foreign policy chief is 

under no illusions that he can 
pressure Moscow into freeing 
Navalny – and the Kremlin has 
already warned him off.

“We hope that such nonsense 
as linking the prospects of rus-
sia-eu relations with the resi-
dent of a detention centre will 
not happen,” Putin’s spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said.

Moscow stands “ready to do 
everything” to develop ties 
with brussels, but the Krem-
lin is “not ready to listen to 
advice” on the issue of Na-
valny, he said. 

the authorities have poured 
cold water on attempts to set 
up a meeting with Putin’s 
nemesis, and borrell will set-
tle for talks with civil society 
representatives.

back in europe calls are 
growing from some nations 
for the eu to bulk up on sanc-
tions it slapped on six russian 
officials in october over the 
nerve agent poisoning that 
left Navalny fighting for his 
life in Germany.

eu foreign ministers last week 
agreed they would revisit the is-
sue if he was not released.

“after this ruling, there will 
now also be talks among eu 
partners. further sanctions can-
not be ruled out,” said German 
Chancellor angela Merkel’s 
spokesman Steffen Seibert.

an eu statement said for-
eign ministers would discuss 
“possible further action” at a 
meeting on february 22. 

Navalny himself called at 
the european Parliament last 
year – two months before his 
fateful return to Moscow – for 
sanctions to hit the oligarchs 
and money-men he accuses 
of protecting Putin’s wealth. 

but european diplomats say 
that any measures, if they come, 
would likely just target officials 
and functionaries directly in-
volved in the clampdown.

there have also been calls 
for Germany to halt the high-
ly contentious Nord Stream 2 
pipeline project to bring rus-
sian gas to europe. 

Continental powerhouse 
berlin has rebuffed the clam-
our and borrell insists brus-
sels has no power to make 
Germany pull the plug.

for Moscow the visit looks set 
to be used as a chance both to 
deflect from its own issues and 
show that the West still wants 
to talk to it regardless. Afp

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell speaks during a press conference 
following a meeting with EU Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the EU 
headquarters in Brussels on January 25. Afp

Continued from page 1

League against Cancer.
he said research had shown 

that administering medication 
or toxins helped destroy can-
cer cells after antibodies dis-
cover them.

research is also ongoing into 
immunotherapy after chemo-
therapy, with the initial treat-
ment creating mutations in 
cancer cells that may render 
them easier for the immune 
system to spot and hunt down.

another technique known as 
checkpoint inhibitor therapy 
has also shown promise.

When proteins contained 
within cancer cells bind with 
immune cells, they send an 
“off” signal to the rest of the 
immune system, disabling the 
body’s natural defences.

Checkpoint inhibitor therapy 
essentially blocks this binding, 
allowing killer immune t-cells to 
seek and destroy the pathogen.

this technique has already 
significantly improved prog-
noses for some melanomas 
and lung cancers, and other 

trials are underway.
Such treatment may offer 

also hope to the 10-15 per cent 
of breast cancer sufferers who 
receive a so-called “triple-neg-
ative” prognoses – tumours 
that contain neither hormonal 
nor her2 protein receptors.

her2-positive breast cancer 
tends to grow more quickly 
than other forms but it is 
equally more treatable.

triple-negative breast cancer 
is however “usually more 
aggressive [but] the treatment 
options available today are not 
sufficiently effective”, accord-
ing to the arc foundation can-
cer research centre near Paris.

one study with the drug dur-
valumab published this month 
in Nature Medicine showed 
that the antibody was some-
what effective at shutting off 
tumours’ ability to evade the 
immune system.

‘Vaccinate’ for tumours? 
trials are also underway 

exploring the efficacy of cer-
tain candidate vaccines that 
can help treat tumours.

the french biotech firm 
transgene is developing a 
treatment combining immu-
notherapy and a viral vector 
vaccine – a modified virus that 
delivers anti-cancer instruc-
tions to the body.

a similar trial is underway to 
treat patients with cancer of 
the ear, nose or throat.

the oncopole toulouse can-
cer treatment centre, conduct-
ing the research, said the treat-
ment acts as a kind of “facial 
recognition service” for the 
immune system to detect can-
cerous cells and learn how to 
destroy them – similar to how 
some vaccines work.

Predicting effective treatment 
analysing the structure and, 

increasingly, the genetic make-
up of cancer plays a major role 
not only in prognosis – how 
likely it is that a patient will 
recover – but also in what treat-
ment options are available.

“It’s really the main issue – it’s 
not worth giving certain treat-
ments to people who won’t 
benefit from them and it’s 

absolutely crucial that those 
who will benefit receive them, 
said eric Solary, scientific direc-
tor at the arc foundation.

better understanding of cer-
tain mutations in cancer cells 
as well as how immune cells 
behave are helping doctors 
make ever-more accurate 
treatment choices.

Nanotechnology
another area of growing 

interest is the possible use of 
nanocapsules – microscopic 
coatings of metal or fat on 
existing drug molecules.

the idea according to Solary 
is to better distribute medicine 
around the patient’s body by 
allowing it to “go directly into 
tumour cells and avoiding 
damaging normal cells”.

In the same vein, research-
ers are also looking into using 
genetically modified salmo-
nella bacteria to destroy 
tumours from the inside out 
– where more traditional 
treatments, notably chemo-
therapy, cannot penetrate. 
Afp
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Myanmar youth 
weigh defiance 
after military 
seizes control
M

y a n M a r ’ s 
coup has left its 
younger genera-
tion bunkered 

down at home, obsessively 
tracking arrest rumours on 
social media and weighing 
whether to defy the military 
on the streets.

since the dawn army raids 
that took aung san suu Kyi 
and her government’s top 
ministers into custody on 
february 1, outrage has sim-
mered behind closed doors 
over the sudden end to a 
fledgling democracy.

a generation too young to 
remember the last military 
takeover say they are unlikely 
to confront the troops now 
patrolling the streets without 
a clear signal from the coun-
try’s deposed leaders, or guid-
ance from veterans of earlier 
civil strife. 

“We have the readiness, the 
anger, the anxiety,” said aye.

but the spark for whatever 
comes next “needs to come 
people who can lead”, she 
added.

aye and the other Myanmar 
youth who spoke to afP asked 

for their real names to be with-
held out of fear of reprisals.

she was born in 1988, the year 
of massive nationwide protests 
against the country’s military 
leadership, which eventually 
saw thousands killed in a mer-
ciless crackdown.

The rallies may have failed 
to topple the junta, but they 
gave rise to the country’s most 
famous dissidents, including 
suu Kyi, who was catapulted 
to international attention as 
the face of resistance.

While the nobel laureate 
was spending years under 
house arrest, aye was growing 
up in a refugee camp.

she moved back to Myan-
mar the same year that suu 
Kyi’s party swept to power 
in 2015, but she believes the 
future of her business in yan-
gon has been “completely 
destroyed” by the putsch that 
has dashed the nation’s dem-
ocratic prospects.

she is instead stocking up on 
food, water and other essen-
tials alongside her friend Ko 
Ko, with the pair intending to 
use the shopfront as a refuge 
for close friends in the event 

of arrests, or bloodshed.
Ko Ko, 22, said he had been 

in a daze since february 1 
when he woke to hear his 
neighbours in yangon listen-
ing to the emergency broad-
cast announcing the coup.

“right now, everyone knows 
it’s not the time to protest,” 
he said, adding that he had 

been more preoccupied with 
queuing at his bank for near-
ly an hour while he and his 
neighbours frantically tried 
to withdraw their savings.

Myanmar’s military has 
justified its takeover by 
claiming suu Kyi’s govern-
ment failed to address alle-
gations of fraud in a national 

election last november.
International observers – as 

well as Myanmar’s own elec-
tion monitor – reported no 
major issues with the vote.

Many Myanmar social me-
dia users rejected the mili-
tary’s reasoning for the coup, 
including one young woman 
in a city on the southern coast 

who said the fraud claims 
were “total bulls—t”.

Khin, who recently returned 
to her hometown after finish-
ing her university scholarship 
in europe, also said most peo-
ple she knew did not believe 
the military would relinquish 
power after a year as it said it 
will. afp

Group of Myanmar activists residing in Israel hold a portrait of ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi as they chant slogans during a protest outside the 
country’s embassy in the Mediterranean coastal city of Tel Aviv. afp
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D
eSPITe being the fourth 
most lucrative trade glo-
bally, illegal wildlife trade 
(IWT) is often overshad-

owed by more prominent criminal 
ventures, such as drug trafficking and 
arms dealing. 

It is estimated that $26 billion is 
made yearly at the cost of our natural 
environment, fuelling corruption, 
and damaging the reputation and 
economies of the affected countries. 

financial action Task force (faTf), 
the global money laundering watch-
dog, recently released a report into the 
matter, which makes it clear that 
organised crime uses the wildlife trade 
to exploit weaknesses in the financial 
and non-financial sectors, to move, 
hide and launder their proceeds

asia, in particular, is deeply entan-
gled in wildlife trafficking due to its 
rich biodiversity, high demand for 
illegal wildlife products and strong 
transit points. While China is alleged-
ly the largest receiver of wildlife 
items, Cambodia, Indonesia, Singa-
pore, and Hong Kong are also promi-
nent end destinations.

In recent years, more than 200 
tonnes of african elephant ivory has 
been seized in the Southeast asia 
region alone. This amount represents 
about 3,000 dead elephants and sad-
ly, while these seem like staggering 
numbers, they are just a mere frac-
tion of the trade brought to light by 
successful seizures. 

The methods for trafficking wildlife, 
and the inevitable money laundering 
that is involved, are hardly new. Tac-
tics such as mingling illicit proceeds 
with legal ones, mislabelling shipping 
containers, and forging documents 
are used by criminals to move, hide, 
and launder their proceeds. Hence, 
this also becomes a dimension of the 
wider trade-based money laundering 
problem, because from that perspec-
tive there is no difference between 
the content of a container being 
forged goods or ivory, or between 
people wanting to earn illicit money 
through trade fraud or selling pow-
dered rhino horn. 

To crack down on IWT, it’s impor-
tant to understand how it works. 
Here are some of the facts:

Trade routes are as global as those for 
any other illicit trade. according to 
europol, the eu is a major transit point 
between africa and asia, and perhaps 
more importantly, the european fash-
ion industry accounts for a whopping 
96 per cent of the python skin trade. If 
we’re looking at the trade of live ani-
mals such as tropical birds or snakes, 
the trade might very well be just 
between South and North america. 

The uN Office on Drugs and Crime 

(uNODC) has found that both the 
countries of origin and destination 
are often unknown. 

While IWT does involve poaching of 
many iconic animals, it also involves 
various species that most people 
probably never heard of, such as glass 
eel smuggling from the uS. following 
the financial trails of wildlife traffick-
ers is one of the most effective ways to 
identify broader criminal networks. 
The responsibilities that financial 
services organisations have to detect 

and fight money laundering also 
apply to illegal wildlife trafficking. 

Key things banks should know 
IWT risk must be part of a bank’s risk 

framework and their anti-money laun-
dering risk assessment, for example, by 
adding high-risk sources (africa, South 
america), transit (eu), and destination 
countries. additionally, high-risk 
industries such as medical and leather 
goods companies but also general 
trading companies. Keeping an eye out 
to ensure transactions types match 
profiles is a good first step. 

Shell or front companies are often 
used to ship wildlife or launder the 

proceeds. Customer due diligence to 
identify shell companies should also 
cover IWT though the same challenges 
often apply – just like other items like 
counterfeit goods, wildlife trade Items 
are sold under wrong goods descrip-
tion like food, plants, or medicals. 

Wildlife trafficking red flags have 
been identified and summarised 
based on available information. Work 
is underway to enhance these, partic-
ularly via the united for Wildlife’s 
financial Taskforce, and faTf 

encourages more investigations. for 
example, check for increased volume 
of wire transfers from/to the source, 
transit and destination countries in 
combination with the high-risk 
industries, and also if the volume of 
the payment is not in relation with 
the type of business, for example, 
schools, academies, game parks. 

unfortunately, aSeaN countries 
continue to play a major role in exac-
erbating IWT. bans on items such as 
pangolin scales and elephant ivory 
are not enough to quell demand. 
Organisations such as wildlife trade 
monitoring network TraffIC are 
hence urging authorities to break the 

grip of illegal trade chains and net-
works through harsher penalties. 
Greater collaborative efforts by gov-
ernments and the private sector need 
to be fostered to follow the money 
trail and track the kingpins of crimi-
nal organisations. 

This is where technology can help – 
using machine learning and artificial 
intelligence (aI) to go beyond rules-
based systems and simple red flag 
indicators in order to appropriately 
detect the complex behaviour associ-
ated with IWT. 

aI models can uncover the relevant 
behaviours, including identifying 
outlier behaviour never seen before. 
for example, by using more spatial 
and temporal data, machine learning 
models can help find local park rang-
ers or policemen accepting bribes 
more easily. They may identify unu-
sual spending behaviour coupled 
with the vicinity to high-risk areas for 
IWT. alternative payment providers 
such as mobile money companies 
might be able to incorporate geodata 
from mobile phones to uncover sus-
picious behaviour. 

Overall, the good news is that we 
have seen more banks expanding the 
use of their technology to better 
monitor correspondent relationships 
or their trade finance products, and 
this is a positive step in helping to 
stem the tide of illegal wildlife trade. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Banks can help stop wildlife trade

A white-bellied pangolin which was rescued from local animal traffickers in Kampala, Uganda, last year. AfP

The writer is FICO’s compliance lead in Asia 
Pacific.

Opinion
Timothy Choon

Greater collaborative efforts by 
governments and the private 
sector need to be fostered to 

follow the money trail 
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Hong Raksmey

C
aMera traps set up in Sre-
pok Wildlife Sanctuary show 
a variety of wild animals 
roaming around in the pro-

tected habitat which is formally clas-
sified as a Lower Mekong Dry forest 
eco-region within the eastern Plains. 

boars often wander by the World 
Wide fund for Nature’s (WWf) for-
est cameras – usually alone – but 
occasionally a mother walking with 
her piglets is spotted, too. 

The cameras have also captured 
herds of banteng munching away 
on grass and evidently unaware that 
they are an endangered species now 
or that Cambodia’s wild banteng 
population is the largest left on the 
planet and yet that still only adds up 
to about 850 animals. 

WWf staff members were very sur-
prised to see a leopard make an on-
camera appearance for them on one 
occasion. There are likely so few leop-
ards left in the wild in Cambodia that 
if we knew the actual number it would 
make the figure of 850 banteng look 
positively abundant by comparison. 

The Ministry of environment is 
planning to turn some portions of 
Cambodia’s wildlife sanctuaries 
located on the eastern Plains into 
eco-tourism destinations. The idea 
is that the sustainable development 
offered by eco-tourism incentivizes 
ordinary Cambodians to protect the 
wildlife and habitat that is drawing 
the tourists and their dollars there.  

“The official government policy 
is to transform a portion of the pro-
tected habitat areas into sustainable 
and responsible eco-tourist attrac-
tions,” says Neth Pheaktra, secretary 
of state and spokesman for the envi-
ronment ministry. 

Some parts of the nature reserves 
have already been established as suit-
able for eco-tourism and the commu-
nities who reside there have pledged 
to protect the wildlife and habitat in 
exchange for a cut of the potential 
post-pandemic tourism dollars that 
will be spent in Cambodia whenever 

that era inevitably begins. 
Speaking at a press junket held at 

the Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary, Pheak-
tra said that the eco-tourism sites al-
ready designated as such included 
the Chrok La eang Waterfall – a com-
munity-led eco-tourism project in 
Pursat province – and the Tmatboey 
birding Site in Preah Vihear. 

“Visitors to [Tmatboey] get to see 
the rare giant ibis and white-shoul-
dered ibis from a distance that is 
close enough to appreciate their 
beauty, but not so close that it dis-
turbs the birds,” Pheaktra says to the 
journalists the ministry has invited 
to see some of the natural beauty of 
Mondulkiri province. 

The twin goals of all of the eco-
tourism related policies are develop-
ment and conservation. The broad 
consensus among experts today is 
that communities need sustainable 
development in order to be able to 
focus their resources and attention 
on conservation.

In other words, if people are strug-
gling in abject poverty or starving and 
they see a giant ibis their inclination 
might be to eat the bird and save them-
selves rather than try to protect it. 

but if they can make a good living 
showing the birds to eco-tourists – 
who also need lodgings, food and oth-
er amenities while visiting and these 
well-off travellers happily pay prices 
set well above the local rates – then 
that will change their calculus entirely.   

“eco-tourism will allow people to 
earn far more income by providing 
tourism-based services than they can 
ever hope to make from illegal logging 
or hunting,” Pheaktra points out. 

The eastern Plains of Cambodia are 
partly covered by mixed deciduous 
forests where the trees grow a fair dis-
tance from each other and this pro-
vides a nice clear view of the animals. 

“This type of forest is perfect for 
eco-tourism because we can watch 
animals from a distance there and 
still get amazing views and photos 
of them without interfering with 
their lives,” says Pheaktra. 

He points out that the first necessity 

for any animal habitat is food and the 
waist-high fields of grass provide plen-
ty of food for animals – particularly un-
gulates like the banteng – who should 
be able to flourish and quickly replen-
ish their numbers here if humans will 
give them a chance to do so. 

“rivers and streams cut through 
the landscape here providing an 
abundant source of fresh water and 
that’s always important because 
water is the only resource that is 
needed by all known forms of life 
on our planet, so the second neces-
sity is met,” says Seng Teak, Country 
Director of WWf-Cambodia, who 
along with Pheaktra is serving as a 
host and guide for the journalists 
visiting the sanctuary.

Teak’s organisation, WWf-Cam-
bodia, works with the environment 
ministry in two wildlife sanctuaries 
in Mondulkiri. 

“The third necessity is shelter for 
the animals. I don’t mean barns or 
little houses, obviously. by that I 
mean natural habitats to which they 
are biologically suited and which af-
fords them protection from preda-
tors, especially humans. The animals 
need to be able to live peacefully 
without worrying about snares, guns 
and chainsaws,” Teak explained.

 “The government and the Minis-
try of environment are making an 
effort to develop eco-tourist attrac-
tions, and the best eco-tourist at-

traction is wildlife,” Teak says. 
He approves of the ministry’s plan 

to use some of the protected areas as 
potential nature and wildlife tour-
ism sites because it necessarily in-
volves serious conservation efforts 
in order to succeed.

“Of course, Srepok river is very 
beautiful but we expect that when we 
visit this place we will also see beauti-
ful wild animals. So that means con-
servation – animals must be alive and 
healthy for this plan to work,” he says. 

Nature enthusiasts who travel 
along the Srepok river can see mon-
keys like the black-shanked douc 
and huge majestic birds like the 
hornbill. If they are lucky, they might 
even spot some Siamese crocodiles. 

Though Srepok Wildlife Sanctu-
ary has enough resources to support 
a large population of animals in its 
protected area, it won’t be turned 
into an eco-tourism destination any 
time soon. Consider adding it to 
your bucket-list and checking back 
in a couple of decades.

according to a 10-year-research 
project from the ministry and WWf, 
the animals in Srepok Wildlife Sanc-
tuary have increased their numbers 
significantly – including banteng, 
red muntjac and wild boar – as well 
as some of the rarest and most dif-
ficult to research animals like gaur, 
sambar and eld’s deer. 

He said that the potential for eco-

tourism is there if the number of 
animals increases significantly first, 
and he mentions building fences or 
finding some way to keep the sanc-
tuary clear of snares and traps as 
theoretical solutions. 

upon hearing the word fences, Teak 
says: “If we could build a fence around 
the protected zone and keep all hu-
mans out, it would become a safe ha-
ven for the wildlife. We could gather 
animals from other regions and release 
them in the zone to increase breeding. 

“Some rare animals would prob-
ably be saved from extinction by do-
ing this – particularly those that we 
have trouble locating at all now such 
as sambar, eld’s deer, tigers and oth-
er big cats,” Teak adds. 

Pheaktra believes that the wildlife 
numbers in Srepok Sanctuary will 
increase with time if more can be 
done to protect the habitat and that 
perhaps someday the ministry will 
consider allowing visitors there.

“for now, however, for this core 
sanctuary zone, we definitely need 
to keep it free of humans other than 
our rangers and trusted partners like 
WWf. It isn’t ready for eco-tourism,” 
Pheaktra says.

Teak sums up the situation with 
characteristic bluntness and honesty, 
saying: “first thing is first: you can’t 
sell any high-end tourism packages 
unless you’ve got some wild animals 
left alive for them to watch.” 

Will Cambodia’s 
wildlife be saved
by eco-tourism?

Aerial view of the Srepok River located in the heart of the Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary in Mondulkiri province. WWF-Cambodia

Herd of banteng with juveniles and young calves in the Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary. WWF-Cambodia WWF-Cambodia technician shows a camera trap to Neth Pheaktra in the Srepok sanctuary. WWF-Cambodia
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Cords used as neckwear
  6 Door neighbor
 10 Praise effusively
 14 Gradually deteriorate
 15 Artificially colored spread
 16 Aware of, as a scheme
 17 Agree to someone’s terms
 20 Olympic jersey monogram
 21 Electron losers or gainers
 22 Nonagenarian’s minimum age
 23 Be an excellent student
 25 Write up, as a speeder
 26 Minor criticisms
 28 Slippery and sinuous
 32 Type of setter
 34 Monty Hall’s offering
 35 Deplaning gift in Maui
 38 Start to personally shine
 42 St. Louis-to-Cincinnati dir.
 43 Word with “fry” or “freeze”
 44 Old Venetian officials
 45 Jeer
 48 Sommelier’s suggestion
 49 And others (Abbr.)
 51 Number of sides in an octagon

 53 Like congested traffic 
 55 Complex red organic pigment
 56 Tenth letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
 59 Add to the staff
 62 Imitative sort
 63 State of deep unconsciousness
 64 Bookcase unit
 65 Franklin and Vereen
 66 Annual athletic award
 67 Prose piece
DOWN
  1 Boyfriend
  2 Sauron’s minions
  3 Part of a pilot’s announcement
  4 Horatian oration
  5 Retro photo
  6 Woodward of film
  7 Mont Blanc and neighbors
  8 Sea, to Debussy
  9 Unexpected blessing
 10 Kid in a Spielberg movie
 11 Like wet concrete
 12 Envelope’s two letters
 13 From God
 18 Floored it
 19 Like pigs’ feet

 24 To be, to Cato
 26 Pleasant city on the Riviera?
 27 Golf club choice
 29 Parkinson’s drug 
 30 DiCaprio, for short
 31 Janis of folk
 33 2004 Viggo Mortensen film
 35 Company emblems
 36 Pretty pitcher
 37 Pt. of M.I.T.
 39 Goal attachment
 40 Private eye, slangily
 41 Junior-to-be
 45 Antics
 46 Room to maneuver
 47 Drooping
 49 Military storehouse
 50 Sign or emblem
 52 Where to get down?
 53 Kind of thrust
 54 ___ and for all
 55 Burlap fiber
 57 Indian writing paper
 58 Put up resistance to
 60 Hated responses
 61 Fun house cries

“ADOPTION” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Sex toy sales surge 
spices up lockdown
S

ex toy sales have ex-
ploded as millions 
around the world seek 
to spice up lockdown 

with new bedroom acces-
sories and Western societ-
ies shake off the last taboos 
around female pleasure.

Sofia (not her real name), a 
29-year-old singleton in Paris, 
overcame her “psychological 
barrier” to sex toys when the 
first lockdown kicked in last 
March.

“Something clicked,” she said. 
“I knew it was the right time, 
that we were entering a crazy 
period during which I was go-
ing to be cut off from all social 
contact and my love life.”

berlin manufacturers WOW 
say their global sales have tre-
bled over the past year.

They have shifted more than 
four million of their most pop-
ular model, the “Womanizer”.

Sweden’s LeLO says sex 
toy sales were up 10 per cent 
last year, despite stores being 
closed.

a report last year by Statista 
said the global market was set 
to almost double from $28.6 
billion to $52.7 billion between 
2019 and 2026.

This is about more than lock-
down boredom, says Chris-
tophe Manceau of market 
researchers Kantar, pointing 
to the wider “porno-isation of 
society”.

“Western societies have 
reached an era in which sexu-
al wellbeing is totally normal. 
buying a sex toy is no longer 
taboo at all, quite the con-

trary,” he said.
Sex toys have been “com-

pletely democratised”, adds sex 
historian Virginie Girod. “They 
are seen as playful and banal.”

Part of this lies in the chang-
ing public discourse around 
sex – not just franker, but also 
more focused on the female 
experience.

Celebrities are helping to set 
the tone – british songwriter 
Lily allen signed a sponsor-
ship deal with Womanizer 
last year, while in 2016 actor 
emma Watson endorsed an 
educational site about female 
masturbation.

The products are changing 
along with attitudes. Tradi-
tional phalluses are in decline, 
in favour of increasingly inge-
nious forms of stimulation 
and high-end design.

Dutch brand biird offers 
a sex toy that doubles as a 
bedside lamp, while techno-
logical advances have already 
seen a boom in remote, app-
controlled devices for long-
distance relationships.

Loosening up
In most Western countries 

– and increasingly around 
the world – lingering media 
taboos around sex are being 
wiped out in the digital age.

Podcasts in particular, with 
their endless airtime and near-
total lack of censorship, have 
allowed “sexperts” to explore 
niches that had rarely – or nev-
er – been touched before.

Hit shows run the gamut from 
Inner Hoe Uprising, hosted by 

four black queer feminists, to 
Celestial Sex by Chris Duce, 
who grew up in a devout Mor-
mon family and tackles ques-
tions around sex and religion.

Others have discussed ev-
erything from sex for cancer 
patients (Dying for Sex), to the 
dating experiences of someone 
with a stoma (an opening in the 
abdomen to allow waste out of 
her body) on Doing It! With 
Hannah Witton.

Ironically, despite its repu-
tation, france has lagged 
behind much of the Western 
world in its public discourse – 
often preferring a less crude, 
more intellectual approach to 
the subject.

There is little in france to 
compare with the outrageously 
candid Guys We F—ked pod-
cast by two New york comedi-
ans, for instance, while frank 
discussions of gay sex are even 
harder to come by.

If things are slowly loosen-
ing up in france, it may have 
the #MeToo phenomenon to 
thank.

Despite the focus on sexual 
abuse, the female empower-
ment that accompanied #Me-
Too opened up a broader con-
versation around sex – “that of 
pleasure and joy, rather than 
sexuality that is constrained 
and suffering,” said Nathalie 
Giraud-Desforges, a Paris sex 
therapist.

“#MeToo gave people the 
words to talk about female 
pleasure which were taboo 
for a long time, especially in 
france,” she said. AFP

Stephanie Alys, Chief Pleasure Officer at British luxury sex-toys brand ‘Mystery Vibe’, poses with sex toys. AFP

Sex toys are displayed at the home of sex and relationships advice blogger Yi Heng in Beijing. AFP
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brighton dash Liverpool’s title hopes
L

iverpooL’s premier League 
title defence suffered a dam-
aging blow as brighton earned 
a shock 1-0 win at anfield, 

while Manchester City moved three 
points clear at the top with a 2-0 vic-
tory against burnley on february 3.

Jurgen Klopp’s side paid the price 
for a sloppy display as steven alzate’s 
second half strike gave struggling 
brighton a memorable success at the 
expense of the injury-hit champions.

brighton’s first away league win 
against Liverpool since 1982 was se-
cured in the 56th minute when Dan 
burn headed a cross towards alzate 
and the Colombia midfielder flicked 
his shot inside the far post.

Liverpool are languishing in fourth 
place and trail Manchester City by 
seven points, with the leaders holding 
a game in hand.

The reds’ dismal defeat leaves them 
in desperate need of three points 
when in-form City visit anfield for a 
crucial clash on february 7.

Klopp’s men had looked back on 
track after wins at Tottenham and 
West Ham last week.

but Liverpool have now lost succes-
sive home league games for the first 
time since 2012 and haven’t won a top-
flight match at anfield in four attempts.

Their sudden collapse on home turf 
is remarkable given they hadn’t lost a 
home league game since 2017 before 
burnley won at anfield on January 21.

“a really tough week, two away games, 
two very intense games and tonight we 
looked like we weren’t fresh enough 
mentally and physically,” Klopp said.

“a lot of moments where we gave 
the ball away too easily. in moments 
the boys looked tired mentally.

“We didn’t look convincing. We 
make more changes and then we have 
no rhythm so it’s a problem.”

pep Guardiola’s side had watched 
Manchester united draw level on points 
with them on february 2 after their bit-
ter rivals crushed southampton 9-0.

but City underlined their determina-
tion to hold onto top spot with a com-
posed, mature display at Turf Moor.

Gabriel Jesus opened the scoring 

after a mistake from burnley keep-
er Nick pope and raheem sterling 
grabbed the second before half-time.

after a spluttering start to the sea-
son that threatened to derail their title 
hopes, City, who have a game in hand 
on second placed united, are in pole 
position to dethrone Liverpool.

so bleak was City’s position at one 
stage that Guardiola expected to be 
thinking about qualifying for the europa 
League rather than winning the title.

“We have to do our job. it’s a big 
mistake to think about other sides,” 
Guardiola said of the title race.

“When we were 12th we were think-
ing forget about the premier League, 
if we can achieve being in europa 
League next season.”

City head into the Liverpool show-

down on a club record run of 13 suc-
cessive victories in all competitions, 
including nine in the league.

With sergio aguero and Kevin De 
bruyne still sidelined by injuries, 
City’s surge to the top is even more 
remarkable. 

Last crowned champions in 2019, 
they are unbeaten in 20 matches in all 
competitions stretching back to No-
vember and have conceded just four 
goals during that run.

Their latest rock-solid effort at the 
back equalled the club league record 
of six consecutive clean-sheets.

Leicester beat struggling fulham 
2-0 to improve their superb away 
league record.

Despite the absence of injured lead-
ing scorer Jamie vardy, Kelechi ihea-

nacho opened the scoring for brendan 
rodgers’ men and James Justin doubled 
their lead on the stroke of half-time.

Leicester now have eight wins out of 
11 on the road.

Jesse Lingard scored twice on his 
West Ham debut to clinch a 3-1 vic-
tory at aston villa.

Tomas soucek opened the scoring 
after 51 minutes when he latched into 
said benrahma’s pass and drilled into 
the corner.

Lingard, who signed on loan from 
Manchester united last week, struck 
in the 56th minute.

villa’s ollie Watkins scored in the 81st 
minute, but Lingard bagged his second 
two minutes later as fifth placed West 
Ham won for the fifth time in their last 
six league games. AFP

Covid case rocks australian open build-up
six australian open warm-up 
events were on hold and hun-
dreds of players and officials 
in isolation on february 4 as a 
fresh coronavirus case left 
organisers scrambling to 
ensure the Grand slam tennis 
tournament goes ahead.

Health officials insisted the 

risk to players and officials was 
“low” after a worker at one of the 
tournament’s designated quar-
antine hotels tested positive.

but february 4’s play at six 
tournaments at Melbourne 
park – five aTp and WTa warm-
up tournaments, as well as the 
aTp Cup team event – was can-

celled as a precaution.
The season’s first Grand 

slam, starting on february 8, 
has already had a rocky build-
up after it was delayed three 
weeks to allow players to quar-
antine and get match-fit in the 
warm-up events.

victoria state Health Minis-
ter Martin foley said the 520 
people ordered to isolate and 
get tested were casual con-
tacts, stressing “we are not as 
concerned about them”.

“but out of an abundance of 
caution we want to ensure we 
leave no stone unturned in 
how we follow up and deal 
with anybody who may have 
had contact with this individ-
ual,” he said.

Dedicated facilities have 
been set up to ensure they all 
get tested quickly and can 
potentially be back on court on 
february 5, with results often 
returned within 24 hours.

victoria’s Deputy Chief 

Health officer allen Cheng 
concurred that the risk to them 
was “relatively low”.

stefanos Tsitsipas and stan 
Wawrinka were reportedly 
among those affected although 
the biggest names of the game, 
including serena Williams, 
Novak Djokovic and rafael 
Nadal, will not be among them 
as they spent their mandatory 
14-day quarantine in adelaide.

More than 1,000 players, 
coaches and officials flew into 
largely virus-free australia last 
month, sparking debate over 
the whether the tournament 
should be held during a coro-
navirus pandemic.

The latest difficulties high-
light the problems currently 
associated with holding large-
scale sporting events with less 
than six months to go until the 
Tokyo olympics.  

aggressive restrictions on 
incoming travel have meant 
australia has been one of the 

world’s most successful coun-
tries in dealing with the pan-
demic and one of the few still 
able to have spectators at 
sports events.

Daily crowds of between 
25,000 and 30,000 are expected 
at the australian open.

victoria premier Daniel 
andrews said while there was 
“no guarantees” he did not 
expect the scheduled start of 
the Grand slam to be affected, 
although state opposition 
leader Michael o’brien 
demanded a definitive call 
within 48 hours.

“We don’t want to see a situa-
tion as we did with the Grand 
prix, where crowds were liter-
ally turning up, only to be turned 
away,” the Melbourne Herald 
Sun quoted o’brien as saying.

“i think people are entitled 
to know what’s happening, 
and the government should be 
making their minds up in the 
next 24 to 48 hours.” AFP

Liverpool’s Spanish midfielder Thiago Alcantara (left) vies to header the ball with Brighton’s English midfielder Steven Alzate during 
their English Premier League football match at Anfield in Liverpool, northwest England, on Wednesday. POOL/AFP

Security staff wearing face masks stand guard at one of the entry point 
of the Australian Open venue in Melbourne on Thursday. AFP

Tokyo 2020’s 
yoshiro Mori 
‘sorry’ after 
sexism row
ToKyo 2020 Games chief 
yoshiro Mori has apologised 
and said he may have to resign 
after sparking a sexism row by 
claiming women “have diffi-
culty” speaking concisely, a 
Japanese daily said on febru-
ary 4.

Mori, an 83-year-old former 
prime minister known for 
public gaffes, told the Main-
ichi was sorry for his “thought-
less” remarks, which prompted 
calls for him to step down.

“i think i might have to take 
responsibility, and if calls for 
my resignation grow louder, i 
might be compelled to resign,” 
Mori was quoted as saying.

“it was thoughtless. i’d like 
to apologise,” he added.

Mori was reported as saying 
on february 3 that “board of 
directors meetings with many 
women take a lot of time”, 
according to the Asahi Shim-
bun daily.

“When you increase the 
number of female executive 
members, if their speaking 
time isn’t restricted to a certain 
extent, they have difficulty fin-
ishing, which is annoying,” he 
reportedly said.

The comments sparked a 
furious reaction in Japan, with 
the phrases “enough already”, 
“misogyny” and “we demand 
yoshiro Mori resigns” all trend-
ing on Twitter.

Mori said he had been taken 
to task by the female members 
of his family as a result.

“Last night, my wife gave me 
a thorough scolding,” Mori 
told the Mainichi.

“she said: ‘you’ve said some-
thing bad again, haven’t you? 
i’m going to have to suffer again 
because you’ve antagonised 
women.’ This morning, my 
daughter and granddaughter 
scolded me as well,” he said.

“i was trying to say that i 
wonder about the general 
opinion that we should just 
increase the number of wom-
en,” he added. “i wasn’t trying 
to slight women at all.”

He made the remarks to 
members of the Japan olym-
pic Committee (JoC), some of 
whom were reported to have 
laughed in response.

The JoC itself decided last 
year to aim for more than 40 
per cent of female members at 
the board, but as of November, 
there are just five women 
among the board’s 24 mem-
bers.

Tokyo 2020 has not so far 
responded to a request for 
comment on Mori’s remarks, 
and a government spokesman 
declined to be drawn on calls 
for his resignation.

While ranking highly on a 
range of international indica-
tors, Japan persistently trails 
on promoting gender equality, 
ranking 121 out of 153 nations 
surveyed in the 2020 global 
gender gap report of the World 
economic forum. AFP
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