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Mom Kunthear

T
HE first shipment of 600,000 
doses of Covid-19 vaccine 
donated by China arrived in 
Cambodia on February 7 and 

was received at Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen together with Chinese ambassador 
Wang Wentian.

The vaccines were carried by a spe-
cially equipped aircraft which arrived 
from China at 4pm. Speaking at a cer-
emony to hand over the vaccines, Hun 
Sen thanked the Chinese government 
and people for making the donation.

He described the donation as an 
important new step in the coopera-
tion between the two countries which 
reflects the ironclad strength of their 
relationship within a comprehensive 
framework of cooperative strategies 
for building a community with com-
mon destiny.

“We have received the vaccine today 
because of the solid cooperation be-
tween Cambodia and China. If not for 
this relationship, we would not have 
achieved this for our people.

“On behalf of the government, I 
would like to request further assistance 
from the Chinese government, and I am 
hopeful that we will continue to receive 
it incrementally,” Hun Sen said.

After the handover ceremony, the 
prime minister held a press conference 
explaining that he had cancelled his 
vaccination scheduled for February 10.

He said he had already undergone a 
two-day diet in preparation for being 
vaccinated before receiving a letter from 
the Chinese embassy informing him 
that the vaccine is intended for people 

between the ages of 18-59. The safety 
and efficacy of the vaccine for people 
over 60 years old was still being studied. 

Hun Sen agreed, however, to let his 
three sons and the children of other 
high ranking officials get vaccinated. 
Ministers younger than 60 years old, 
such as Minister of Education, Youth 
and Sport Hang Chuon Naron, Min-

ister of Environment Say Sam Al and 
Minister of Justice Koeut Rith, along 
with some army commanders, would 
also be permitted to take the shot.

“I approve of letting my three sons 
get vaccinated, as well as my two 
sons-in-law and commanders of the 
army,” he said, adding that the vacci-
nation of officials would demonstrate 

the government’s responsibility.
Hun Sen also said Cambodia is seek-

ing to buy vaccines from other coun-
tries, and Minister of Health  Mam 
Bun Heng might enter negotiations 
with the Indian embassy for vaccine 
purchases as soon as February 8.

Obstacles 
loom as 
SEA rolls 
out jabs

600K Covid vaccines from 
China arrive in Cambodia

MALAYSIA’S health ministry 
completed a 550km practice 
run in rural Sarawak to test its 
Covid-19 vaccine supply 
chain, while Indonesia’s pres-
ident rolled up his sleeve on 
live television to get the jab.

Southeast Asian countries 
are slowly rolling out vaccines, 
navigating regulatory hurdles, 
accelerating infections and 
supply bottlenecks across a 
vast and diverse population 
in the first mass immunisa-
tion of its kind in history.

Past immunisation pro-
grammes for diseases like 
polio and tuberculosis had 
captive audiences: school 
children, for example.

This time everyone needs 
a shot. The effort will be 
uneven. Experts say richer 
countries will be faster at 
rolling out vaccines, helped 
by well-staffed medical 
services and experience 
with past epidemics.

But political will, logistics 
and regulation will also 
weigh on the pace of immu-
nisation.

“The volumes of people to 
vaccinate is a problem to be 
overcome,” Wiku Adisasmito, 
spokesman for Indonesia’s 
national Covid-19 task force, 
told The Straits Times.

Indonesia aims to vacci-
nate two thirds of its roughly 
270 million people – enough 
to effectively halt transmis-
sion of the virus – over the 
next 15 months, the govern-
ment said last month.

That target, however, is 
“not set in stone”, Wiku said.

Vaccination rates of nearly 
a million a day are “manage-
able” on the crowded and 
more urbanised western half 
of the archipelago, Wiku said. 
But it will be an uphill climb 
in the far-flung islands with 
more limited power grids, 
roads and health workers.

Indonesia may use its 
military as well as logistics 
companies to help with the 
effort, he added.
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Kingdom-US trade nearly $7 billion in 2020
Hin Pisei

BILATERAL trade between the Kingdom 
and the US amounted to $6.9213 billion 
in 2020, up 17.89  per cent from 2019, 
data from the US Census Bureau show.

The export value of Cambodian 
goods was $6.5777 billion, up 22.79 per 
cent from the $5.3568 billion posted in 
2019, while goods imported from the 
US were worth $343.6 million, down 
33.15 per cent from $514 million.

Cambodian mainly exported gar-
ments, footwear, bags and electronic 
components to the US, while automo-
biles, electronics and other finished 
products made up the bulk of imports.

Ministry of Commerce spokesman 
Pen Sovicheat chalked up the uptick in 
export figures to continued booming 
demand from the US market for Cam-
bodian consumer goods such as 
clothes, bicycles, electrical equipment, 
bags and luggage, now seemingly 

unfazed by the ongoing pandemic.
As a member of the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO), Cambodia pays 
customs duty to the US at the Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) rate under the 
organisation’s rules, he said.

Moreover, he said the Kingdom is also 
a recipient of Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) benefits on certain 
items – such as travel bags – which he 
said buoyed last year’s trade statistics.

“We are optimistic that the GSP will 

continue. Our country is still a least 
developed country [LDC] and main-
tains strong diplomatic and economic 
relations with the US,” Sovicheat said.

Hong Vanak, director of Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia’s International Eco-
nomics Department, told The Post on 
February 7 that revenue from exports 
to the US has seen a steady climb, 
even last year as the world battled an
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staff at phnom penh International airport transport a shipment from China of sinopharm Covid-19 vaccines. hENG ChIVOAN
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Lay Samean

T
HE Cambodian Human 
Rights Committee (CHRC) 
regarded the reports from 
some civil society organisa-

tions (CSOs) and international insti-
tutions as biased and baseless in their 
accusations about the restriction of 
human rights in Cambodia. 

In its February 6 six-page summary 
on the human rights and law enforce-
ment situation in Cambodia for 2020, 
the CHRC said the organisations’ re-
ports failed to accurately reflect the sit-
uation in Cambodia. It said the reports 
were just a collection of unconnected 
events and that they were written with 
foregone conclusions. 

It said these reports did not analyse 
the cause of those events. Nor did they 
offer any legal perspective or back-
ground on legal procedures and they 
did not examine the factual basis of the 
crimes alleged or the elements of the 
crimes that required those perpetrators 
to face legal punishment. 

“When the authorities enforce the 
laws against a targeted group who 
possess a clear agenda – such as for-
mer opposition party activists, and 
opposition CSOs’ activists – it is cus-
tomary for members of these groups 
to always draw inferences and make 
allegations of human rights viola-
tions, ignoring all legal aspects and 
procedures or the facts and acts that 
are the elements of these offenses 
that have directly led to legal liabili-
ty and judicial proceedings,” CHRC’s 
summary said.

“The release of such incomplete 
and biased reports which contain tar-
geted attacks on the government may 
lead to social unrest and instability as 
these reports appear to be designed 
to protect and motivate opposition 
groups who act under various names 
and are organised and supported by 
illegal movements and organisations 
outside Cambodia.

“The measures taken [as a result of 
these inaccurate reports] by a number 
of countries and international insti-
tutions against Cambodia are biased 
and unjust and filled with double 
standards. They are politically mo-
tivated and make use of democracy 
and human rights as a pretext in order 
to interfere with Cambodia’s internal 
affairs,” the CHRC said.

Reached by The Post for comment 

February 7, Cambodian Centre for 
Human Rights (CCHR) executive di-
rector Chak Sopheap said she regret-
ed that the CHRC report did not accu-
rately reflect the endeavours of CSOs 
– which she said are the government’s 
development partners – or their ef-
forts to push for greater respect of hu-
man rights in Cambodia. 

“It is regrettable. It seems the gov-
ernment does not regard CSOs, es-
pecially those working in the human 
rights sector, as friendly partners. The 
government always rejects our reports 
and [in doing so] loses a partner who 
can help them with their shortcom-
ings,” Sopheap said.

She said the CHRC should follow 
their mandate and issue reports that 
reflect the truth about the human 
rights situation in Cambodia.

“I think the government should con-
sider the recommendations of local and 
international NGOs, especially those 
from the international community. 

“The International community did 
not report about the human rights 
situation in Cambodia based on a 
single report from the local commu-
nity, but rather many reports. They 

also had conversations with the gov-
ernment. We all saw who the targets 
of strict legal enforcement in 2020 
were and they especially were envi-
ronmental and human rights activists 
and youths,” she said. 

“The government claims that they 
exercise the rule of law in their mea-
sures against activists by saying those 
activists violated the law. But the 
question is what crime did those ac-
tivists commit by caring about the 
environment and the destruction of 
natural resources? 

“The government should spend more 
time preventing forest crimes instead. 
We saw many forest crimes were re-
ported but we did not see any traders 
or criminals who destroyed the forests 
brought to justice, instead they brought 
the activists who exposed these crimes 
to face the law,” Sopheap said.

CHRC spokesman Chin Malin dis-
agreed. He said on February 7 that the 
government regretted that some NGOs 
issued statements that did not reflect 
the reality of Cambodian society. 

Malin said the actions taken did not 
single out any specific group but were 
taken against all violators of the law 

no matter if they were human rights 
activists, CSOs or political activists. 
These people are not granted excep-
tions to the law nor do they have spe-
cial privileges, he explained.

“Civil society organizations are im-
portant partners of the government. 
But they are too quick to criticise the 
government and regard the govern-
ment as their enemy. If we read their 
reports, we can see whether they are 
the government’s partners or not. 
Their criticism is not based on legal 
grounds and facts,” he said.

Malin said the CHRC had reminded all 
CSOs, both local and international, who 
are working in Cambodia to seriously 
respect the sovereignty and laws that are 
enforced in Cambodia, especially the 
Law on Association and Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (LANGO).

“When they criticise legal mea-
sures without looking at the laws, 
it means that they have a political 
agenda. They look at our measures 
for a group or for their group and 
come to the conclusion that we vio-
lated their political rights, or assem-
bly rights. But they won’t accept legal 
arguments,” Malin said.

CHRC critical of rights reports
National
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Winners named in Skills Challenge
Niem Chheng

A PRIVATE school and two 
state institutions have won the 
inaugural Cambodia Skills 
Challenge Innovation Call ini-
tiated cooperatively by the 
Ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training and the uN in 
Cambodia. 

The first place winning entry 
with a prize of $50,000 was 
awarded to Ecole d’Hotellerie 
et de Tourisme Paul Dubrule, a 
hospitality and tourism voca-
tional school in Siem Reap 
province. The school will digi-
talise the ASEAN curriculum 
for technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET) 
in hospitality and tourism. 

The school will develop a 
Learning Management System 
and a blended Recognition of 
Prior Learning (RPL) assess-
ment package and facilitate 
e-pedagogy training, according 
to a press release from the uN 
in Cambodia on February 5. 

The second place prize of 
$30,000 was awarded to the 

Ministry of Tourism’s National 
Committee for Tourism Profes-
sionals which will also develop 
a blended RPL platform. 

The third place prize of 
$20,000 went to the Department 
of Labour Market Information 
under the Directorate General 
of Technical Vocational Educa-
tion and Training which will 
develop digital marketing plat-
forms and campaigns.

The initiative was made pos-
sible with support from the 
Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation, the Swedish 
International Development 
Cooperation Agency and the 
Chinese government, accord-
ing to the statement. 

The uN in Cambodia 
encouraged eligible institu-
tions to propose innovative 
solutions to address digital 

challenges faced by technical 
and vocational training insti-
tutes as well as help Cambo-
dia build back in the post-
Covid-19 period. 

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng 
said: “I strongly believe that the 
three winning projects of the 1st 
Cambodia Skills Challenge 
Innovation Call will contribute 
to the development of the TVET 
sector, which plays a crucial role 
in the country’s socio-econom-
ic development as well as in the 
creation of decent employment 
opportunities and the advance-
ment of livelihoods.”

uN in Cambodia represent-
atives and International 
Labour Organisation Country 
Office for Thailand, Cambodia 
and Lao PDR said that ensur-
ing access to quality education 
is the best preparation to suc-
ceed in the world of work and 
that there is a strong need to 
seek and promote innovative 
solutions which contribute to 
the digitalisation of learning 
content and skills develop-
ment platforms.

India offers 
100K doses 
of vaccines
Continued from page 1

Chinese ambassador Wang 
noted that Cambodia is one of 
the first countries to receive 
Covid-19 vaccines from China. 
He said the donation of the 
vaccine indicated the special, 
deep relationship between the 
two nations.

“I hope that these vaccines 
will actively contribute to help-
ing Cambodia fight against the 
pandemic. Covid-19 continues 
to spread rapidly around the 
world. Solidarity in preventing 
spread of the virus remains a 
major task for the international 
community,” Wang said.

Wang confirmed that China 
will provide 10 million doses of 
their vaccine for distribution by 
the World Health Organisation-
approved COVAX facility to 
meet the urgent needs of devel-
oping countries. He described 
the allocation as an important 
measure to support the health 
of the global community and 
the vaccine as a product be-
longing to the world.

The first shipment of the 
vaccines will be divided 
equally between the minis-
tries of Health and National 
Defence, with each set to re-
ceive 300,000 doses.

In response to Hun Sen’s 
request to his Indian counter-
part Narendra Modi, the Indi-
an government has approved 
the distribution of 100,000 
doses of their vaccine for Cam-
bodia, the Indian embassy an-
nounced on February 5.  

“The decision is a testa-
ment to India’s appreciation 
for Cambodia as an impor-
tant partner and its concern 
for the health and prosperity 
of the people of Cambodia,” 
the announcement read.

It noted that supplies of the 
vaccine would be provided 
through the Serum Institute 
of India, despite competing 
requests from other countries 
and commitments to their 
own population.

Cambodian Human Rights Committee spokesman Chin Malin. HONG MENEA

Students on a tour of Ecole d’Hotellerie et de Tourisme Paul Dubrule in 
Siem Reap province on Friday. EcOlE PAul DubrulE



Three dead in 
Kratie province
traffic accident 

THREE people died on February 
5 when a van transporting wood 
and handicrafts and a lorry trans-

porting cassava collided in O’Krieng 
commune’s O’Preah village of Kratie 
province’s Sambor district.

Deputy district police chief Khoem 
Por Sreng in charge of traffic said the 
accident was caused by the van – which 
had no licence plates – driving carelessly 
and attempting to pass on a curve from 
south to north. 

When the van rounded the curve it hit 
the Hyundai lorry in a head-on collision 
at high speed.

The police report said the first victim 
who died in the accident was the van 
driver Kang Ratana, a 21-year-old 
resident of Koh Khner village in Sambor 
district’s O’Krieng commune. The second 
and third were his passengers Sok Thal, 
28, and Som Phalla, 18. 

The driver of the lorry, Chea Socheat, 
25, escaped without serious injury.

Por Sreng said the victims’ bodies 
were handed over to their families for 
traditional funerals.

Both van and lorry were badly dam-
aged and were temporarily retained at 
O’Krieng police station.

Por Sreng told The Post on February 7 that 
traffic police would call the relevant parties 
in this traffic accident to settle civil compen-
sation at the district police station on Feb-
ruary 8. The van owners would be providing 
compensation to the victim’s families.

“The deceased was just a van driver, 
which means that he was driving for his 
boss. So, currently the boss is facilitating 
compensation for the deceased. This Mon-
day, I will invite them to resolve the matter 
with civil compensation and then I will file a 
case to the court,” he said. Orm BunthOeurn
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Groups fit for jabs determined
Mom Kunthear

P
rIMe Minister Hun Sen has 
cancelled his plan to get vac-
cinated for Covid-19 after the 
Office of the economic and 

Commercial adviser at the Chinese 
embassy in Phnom Penh announced 
that the Sinopharm vaccine should 
only be given to people between the 
ages of 18 and 59.

In a facebook post on february 5, 
Hun Sen said that as he was already 
over 68 years old, he would not be 
eligible to be inoculated. 

“The plan for vaccinations on feb-
ruary 10 at Calmette Hospital must be 
cancelled because I and most other 
senior officials are over 60 years old 
and cannot be vaccinated,” he wrote. 

Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said that while people over 
60 could not receive the Sinopharm 
vaccine, study is also needed to deter-
mine the effectiveness of the vaccine 
in individuals between 18 and 59.

“We have to be careful because it’s a 
new vaccine. It’s especially important 
to follow prescribed procedures prop-
erly. The [Cambodian] Inter-Ministe-
rial Committee to Combat Covid-19 
has decided not to vaccinate people 
over 60 years old,” she said.

Vandine said that adults younger 
than 60 were eligible for voluntary 
vaccination. Individuals getting in-
oculated will need a second dose 
after 14 to 28 days.

She added that people with con-
traindicating conditions also should 
not be vaccinated. Those include 
allergies to vaccines, foods or medi-
cines, acute respiratory disease, 
asthma, eczema, urticaria, angioe-
dema or other swelling.

Other at-risk groups who should 
not get the vaccine are people suf-
fering from pre-existing ailments, 
especially severe chronic diseases, 
pregnant and lactating women and 
women who are planning to get 
pregnant within three months.

Vandine also included people with 
epilepsy or other causes of seizures, 
meningitis, mental illness, heredi-
tary diseases, Guillain-barre Syn-
drome, HIV, lymphoma, leukemia 
and cardiovascular disease. 

People with liver disease, cancer or 
a history of Covid-19 infection and 

individuals otherwise advised not 
to be vaccinated by doctors should 
avoid the shot.

“Vaccination is voluntary and 
must be registered online. Health 
minister Mam bun Heng will of-
ficially announce the use of an on-
line registration system in the near 
future. Citizens who wish to be vac-
cinated can register,” she said.

She said people who do not under-
stand how to use the online system 
can go to health centres for guidance 
from officials to ensure proper regis-
tration in the ministry’s system. 

from february 9, the ministry will 
officially launch a new website that will 
allow people to register for vaccination.

“The health ministry will be ready 
to accept voluntary registrations 
from priority individuals to receive 
the vaccine,” she said.

according to a ministry press release, 
vaccinations with the Sinopharm shot 
will take place in public hospitals across 
the country according to a schedule to 
be announced at a later date. 

as of february 7, Cambodia had re-
corded a total of 474 Covid-19 cases with 
20 patients remaining hospitalised.

Covid-19 vaccines donated by China arrived in Cambodia on February 7. heng ChivOan

Ministry says forest activists 
sent to court for trespassing
Voun Dara

THe Ministry of environment 
has clarified that the five activ-
ists who were arrested by envi-
ronmental officials in Kratie 
province on february 5 had 
illegally entered the Prey Lang 
Wildlife Sanctuary located 
there. 

They were sent to Kratie Pro-
vincial Court for further legal 
action on february 7.

The five forest activists includ-
ed 2016 Goldman environmen-
tal Prize winner Ouch Leng along 
with Heng Sros, Man Math, Heng 
ron and Tang Cheang.

In a press release, the ministry 
said: “[The] suspects confessed 
that they had illegally entered 
the Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Kratie province and operated 
there without permission. 

“They had signed a letter 
promising to stop their activi-
ties and stop entering natural 
protected areas without per-
mission for any reason. Such 
activities are against the Law 
on environmental Protection 
and Natural resource Manage-
ment,” the statement said.

The ministry said the five 
activists had performed their 
activities under the name of an 
NGO, which was not registered 
with the Ministry of Interior, 
without the authorisation of 
the environment ministry. 

It said the activists went 
into the forest in order to take 
photos to produce reports 
which defame Cambodia in 

order to get financial support 
from donors abroad. 

Soeng Sen Karuna, the senior 
investigator for local rights 
group adhoc who is following 
the case in Kratie province, said 
the five activists conducted a 
campaign to protect the forests 
and had put signs on big trees 
in order to discourage logging. 

He said they used the slogan 
“please protect our ancestral 
forests!” on signs hung on trees 
in Prey Lang in Sambor district’ 
Kampong Cham commune.

Sen Karuna said at first 10 
environmental activists were 
arrested but five were then 
released later after they signed 
a letter promising to stop their 
activity. 

“They arrested the five activ-
ists and held them for 48 hours 
at the Kratie town police sta-
tion before sending them to 
court,” he said, adding that 
civil society organisations 
were following the case close-
ly and that Licadho had sent 
lawyers to defend them. 

Sen Karuna said it was regret-
table that the authorities 
detained forest activists for sim-
ply trying to protect the forest. 

He said that in the laws regard-
ing the forests, only those who 
destroy the forests or natural 
resources like wildlife should 
face legal action. 

“We still ask why this was 
considered so serious an 
offense that they [authorities] 
detained them for 48 hours 
without charges or any real 

crimes. If they are accused of 
trespassing in a forbidden 
zone, they should only make 
them leave the area. They were 
there doing good deeds, not as 
criminals,” Sen Karuna said. 

He urged the relevant 
authorities to instead focus on 
crackdowns on criminals who 
destroy forests, natural 
resources and wildlife. 

“The government’s leadership 
should intervene in this case 
and release them because arrest-
ing them brings no benefit. This 
will get a negative reaction from 
just about everyone and espe-
cially from the international 
community,” Sen Karuna said.

Khem Sokhy, an environmen-
tal activist who used to work 
with the five detainees, said they 
had raised awareness among 
the public to help prevent defor-
estation by putting signs against 
deforestation up on the trees. 

“They put signs on the trees 
calling on people not to cut the 
trees down and when they 
went into the area the environ-
ment officials said is a forbid-
den zone and arrested them. 

“We went to the forest and 
we did not do anything wrong. 
We just put up signs calling on 
others not to cut down the for-
est which is our ancestral her-
itage,” he said. 

The most prominent of the 
five activists, Leng, is the Cam-
bodian Human rights Task 
force (CHrTf) director and 
the 2016 Goldman environ-
mental Prize winner. 



Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Administration is studying the 
capital’s sewage and drainage 
systems in some districts in or-
der to develop a strategy to pre-
vent possible flooding during 
the rainy season. The municipal 
hall is also going to build a new 
pumping station in Tuol Pongro 
village of Por Sen Chey district’s 
Chom Chao II commune.

Municipal hall spokesman 
Met Meas Pheakdey said the 
construction of the new pump-
ing station in Tuol Pongro is 
part of a strategy to improve 
their ability to divert water and 
that it is being undertaken in 
tandem with preparations to 
dig out and restore canals.  

Sam Piseth, director of the 
municipal Department of 
Public Works and Transport, 
said that in addition to the 
new Tuol Pongro pumping 
station, plans are in place to 
install a corner drain 8m wide 
where necessary as well.

“This Tuol Pongro pumping 
station has three pumps that 
can release water into Tuol Pon-
gro, Trapeang Phleung and the 
surrounding areas. The station 
is expected to open at the end 
of this month but work will be 
ongoing and is scheduled for 
completion in August 2021, if 
funding permits,” he confirmed.

According to Piseth, besides 
the Tuol Pongro pumping sta-
tion construction project, it 
is necessary to restore the 

Tuol Pongro 1 concrete canal 
which has a width of 8m and a 
length of more than 4,500m. 

Chun Na, a resident of 
Chom Chao II commune’s 
Prey Lvea village, was happy 
to learn that the authorities 
were planning to build a new 
pumping station in Tuol Pon-
gro and restore the canals. 

However, he said this will 
not eliminate the problem 
of flooding entirely because 
some of it is due to the way 
the roads are constructed.

“If there is excavation of the 
canal then it can be reduced 
a lot with a pumping station, 

but much will still be sub-
merged because the road here 
is at its lowest level,” he said.

According to Chun Na, when 
the rainy season arrives, there 
is always flooding from Chrey 
Kong road to Prey Lvea village, 
and the flooding goes on for 
so long that it becomes diffi-
cult to travel or do business.

“The floods last for two to 
three months. It rained for a 
month straight and flooded 
too much, and my children 
had trouble getting to school. 
I sold all of my cars because 
you couldn’t even drive 
through it,” he said.

Voun Dara

TWO newly built houses were 
handed over to impoverished 
families in Khun Ream com-
mune’s Poeung Chhat village 
of Siem Reap province’s Ban-
teay Srei district through the 
project Enhancing Commu-
nity Resilience. 

District governor Khim Fi-
nan last week handed over one 
of the houses to Mao Kouy, a 
widow with two sons, and the 
other house to the Pres Doung 
family with seven members, 
four of whom are women. 
Both families were among the 
poorest in Poeung Chhat.

Poeung Chhat is a small vil-
lage with only 139 resident fam-
ilies. However, the poverty rate 
in the village is up to 48 per cent 
– the highest in the country in 
comparison to other villages.

In response to the high pov-
erty rate, Finan initiated this 
project in collaboration with 
Habitat for Humanity Cam-
bodia and selected this village 
as a target for implementing 
the  project.

“We started this project in 
mid-2020, but for the first half 
year we spent time studying, 
researching, creating com-
munity clusters and prior-
itising which people’s house-
holds needed to be improved, 
renovated or completely re-
built. So, the first step was a 
bit slow,” Finan said.

He said the project has a 
three-year implementation pe-
riod from when it first launched 
on July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2023.

“From now on, our progress 

will be faster. There are 137 
houses left to be completed. We 
are starting to look at the overall 
community’s needs, in which 
housing is the main issue, fol-
lowed by employment and clean 
water shortages, electricity and 
other challenges,” Finan said.

According to the district 
governor, the two newly built 
houses cost around a few 
thousand dollars each. Of 
the other 137 families, some 
are just renovating or adding 
bathrooms only, which costs 
about $1,000 per house.

Finan said this project aimed 
to change the whole commu-
nity’s situation by providing 
resilience and enhancing qual-
ity of life. The project also had 
the goal of empowering the 
community to be able to man-

age things on their own and 
continue to develop the village 
after the project finishes. 

“I have asked the Poeung 
Chhat villagers to take advan-
tage of this rare opportunity 
and show they are worthy of 
this reward and the efforts of 
our donors. We hope this will 
help the villagers get out of pov-
erty by building a new Poeung 
Chhat village together,” he said.

Oum Phoeun, Climate Change 
Adaptation Programme man-
ager at Habitat for Humanity 
Cambodia, said this project was 
implemented by his organisa-
tion with the support of Habitat 
for Humanity Nederland and 
Stichting Op Eigen Wieken. The 
project has a budget of about 
€150,000 ($180,700).

“This project focused on 

priorities such as construc-
tion, maintenance, housing 
renovation and restroom 
construction for the 139 
families in this village. It also 
supports job creation and job 
skills training for the whole 
village,” Phoeun said.

Phoeun added that the proj-
ect connected a solar power 
energy system and water sup-
ply network to each house 
via sustainable management 
mechanisms. There is also a 
programme to provide edu-
cation on housekeeping, hy-
giene and clean living for ev-
ery family in the village. 

The project also aims to es-
tablish and strengthen com-
munity representative groups 
to support and facilitate the 
project’s work.

One of the houses given to a poor family in Banteay Srei district on Wednesday. Banteay Srei adminiStration
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Houses built for poor Banteay Srei familiesPublic warned 
against unsafe 
foods, spirits
Mom Kunthear

W
ITH the lunar and 
Khmer new years 
and other tradi-
tional ceremonies 

upcoming, the Ministry of Health 
has reiterated its calls for the 
public to avoid unlicensed and 
improperly produced rice wines 
and other spirits to prevent a re-
peat of an outbreak of poison-
ings from tainted products.

Health minister Mam Bun 
Heng said that while the ministry 
continues to prevent the trans-
mission of Covid-19, it is also 
necessary to address concerns 
about other diseases includ-
ing food and alcohol poisoning 
which recur more frequently in 
certain circumstances.

“The health ministry en-
courages everyone to be cau-
tious to protect themselves 
and their families during the 
holidays to avoid poisoning 
from food or alcohol.

“Please do not drink rice 
wines or herbal wines pro-
duced without proper tech-
nique and supervision, and it 
is absolutely forbidden to mix 
methanol into wine, which 
causes poisoning and death.

“Provincial, district and 
municipal authorities must 
assign officers to monitor and 

prevent the sale of unlicensed 
wines and advise people 
to avoid using methanol to 
make wine,” Bun Heng said.

Kampong Chhnang provincial 
deputy police chief and spokes-
man Ea Bunthoeun told The 
Post that beginning this week, 
officers will begin a public out-
reach campaign to educate and 
encourage people throughout 
the province to be careful and 
avoid drinking excessively to 
prevent negative health effects.

“For the upcoming lunar 
new year, the provincial ad-
ministration has already is-
sued instructions for the 
police to inform the public 
about concerns related to 
drinking alcohol to avoid a 
recurrence of people suffer-
ing wine poisoning,” he said.

Bunthoeun confirmed that 
more than 500 unlicensed rice 
wine producers and over 1,000 
vendors were ordered to cease 
their operations at the end of 
last year and will not be al-
lowed to resume business.

In late November and early 
December last year, there were 
more than 130 cases of poi-
sonings from tainted locally 
produced wines in Kampong 
Chhnang province’s Teuk Phos 
district which caused more 
than 10 deaths.

Canal restoration planned 
to prevent seasonal floods

Officials inspect the restoration of Tuol Pongro Canal in Phnom Penh’s 
Por Sen Chey district in June. Supplied
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The Year of the Ox is approaching – so 
ring in Chinese New Year with a sump-
tuous feast! 

Discover exciting menus featuring 
Cantonese delicacies specially cu-
rated by Cambodian Master Chef and 
entrepreneur Luu Meng and his culinary 
teams at Almond hospitality’s Yi Sang 
Chinese Restaurant and Sevensea Sea-
food Restaurant. 

For this year’s signature menus, 
Meng and his team spent months track-
ing down the very best ingredients 
across land and sea – from meat, sea-
food and local organic greens to giant 
sea cucumber and abalone.

Many big dinners will be centred on 
unique meats or seafood dishes that 
are expensive or otherwise hard to get 
hold of. 

Some will feature a communal hot-
pot, which is thought to represent the 
reunion of family members and close 

friends around the table.
Menus include popular starter salad 

dish “lo sang” salmon prosperity toss 
to braised pork trotters with dry oysters 
and mushrooms, wax meat “lap mei” 
clay pot rice, king lobster sashimi and 
fortune suckling pig. 

Yi Sang Chinese and Sevensea Seafood 
restaurants have just about every auspi-
cious New Year dish to please the palates 
of the expatriate Chinese community as 
well as locals during the festivities.

Another traditional must-have dish is 
“poon choi”, a one-dish meal featuring 
abalone, mushrooms, meat and a vari-
ety of vegetables, all cooked in a clay 
pot signifying abundance and prosper-
ity in the New Year. 

For dessert, “nian gao” – a sticky rice 
cake – is a popular choice.

Whether today, tomorrow, on the 
eve of Chinese New Year or at any time 
during the 15 days of the celebrations, 

Yi Sang Chinese and Sevensea Seafood 
restaurants are preparing a feast of spe-
cial Chinese New Year dishes that only 
they can deliver.

And why wait to savour later when 
you can sample the many dishes that 
the restaurants have for you now?     

So contact Yi Sang Chinese and 
Sevensea Seafood restaurants, whether 
it be for dining in, takeaway or delivery, 
or for catering for a special occasion at 
your home.   

Yi Sang Sothearos, Yi Sang the Gar-
den Toul Kork, Sevensea Seafood and 
World Dining Boeung Snor are open for 
reservations starting today until Febru-
ary 26. 

here’s to tossing up good fortune 
– lo hei! – and wishing everybody 
prosperity for the New Year. 

Gong Xi Fa Cai! from Yi Sang Chi-
nese and Sevensea Seafood  
restaurants.  

Celebrate Chinese New Year with festive delights 
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Premium Poon Choi.

King lobster.       Wok-fried scallop with seasonal fresh lily.  Steamed abalone and sea cucumber. 

at Yi Sang Chinese and Sevensea Seafood restaurants

Long Kimmarita

CaMbODIa has installed 27 
automatic weather stations 
in Phnom Penh and 10 more 
provinces having received 
a grant from South Korea to 
fund the expansion. Prior to 
these additions, Cambodia al-
ready had nearly 60 stations. 

In a facebook post, the 
Ministry of Water resources 
and Meteorology said the in-
stallation of the stations was 
attributable to the efforts of 
the ministry’s weather depart-
ments along with the Korean 
Meteorological administra-
tion (KMa) and Korean Me-
teorological Institute (KMI).

“The installation of more au-
tomatic weather stations means 
that the government will re-
ceive more detailed and better 
data to use for weather fore-
casts which will improve their 
accuracy, level of detail and 
timeliness,” the ministry wrote.

 The ministry’s meteorolog-
ical department director um 
rina told The Post on that the 
installation began after the 
components had arrived on 
January 16 this year.  

He said the installation 
would be completed soon 
in provinces such as Preah 
Vihear, Kampong Cham, ra-
tanakkiri and Tbong Khmum. 

rina added that up until now 
Cambodia has had 59 automat-

ic weather stations across the 
country but more are needed in 
order to monitor the effects of 
climate change and meet those 
challenges and to be able to 
make long-term weather fore-
casts with more accuracy. 

“These new weather sta-
tions will increase our capac-
ity for gathering information 
for our weather forecasts 
and they will help give earlier 
warning of storms and other 
severe weather.

“The ability to forecast 
the weather accurately and 
longer-term is important 
to industry sectors such as 
transport, aviation and agri-
culture,” he explained.

rina said the equipment from 
South Korea and its installation 
would have cost nearly $3 mil-
lion without Korea’s generous 
grant assistance. 

Hem Odom, an environ-
mental expert, said the in-
stallation of the new stations 
is a positive development 
that will provide Cambodi-
ans with more information 
regarding climate change de-
velopments in the country so 
that it can prepare in advance 
when there are irregularities.

“The day-to-day weather 
forecasts are of lesser impor-
tance than the ability to de-
tect and prepare for natural 
disasters such as floods or 
droughts,” he said.

automatic weather 
stations will improve 
emergency forecasts

Pre-school books to be revised
Voun Dara

T
He Ministry of education, youth 
and Sports will revise the text-
books for pre-school teachers 
for all subjects to a common 

format and content that integrates gen-
der-responsive methodology which has 
the goal of gender equality for students 
in the classroom, according to ministry 
spokesman ros Soveacha on february 7.

at the closing ceremony on february 
4 of the workshop on reviewing the final 
draft of textbooks for teaching pre-school 
led by education minister Hang Chuon 
Naron, an agreement was reached to 
revise textbooks on the teaching of pre-
school in five core subjects. 

Soveacha said the five core subjects are 
motor skills, science, social studies, pre-
math and Khmer language. These text-
books will be included in the next school 
year after approval of the relevant changes.

The education minister praised the 
efforts of all stakeholders in the devel-
opment of this early childhood teach-
er’s educational material, especially 
Plan International Cambodia which 
supports the early childhood sub-sec-
tor and general education.

“We know that the preparation of these 
textbooks is organised at several stages. 
and what we already have in hand for 
training pre-school teachers is also very 
good. but there is still a need to incor-
porate new concepts to integrate new 
teaching methods so that teachers have 
a broad knowledge of early childhood 
education,” said Chuon Naron.

The minister said the revision of the 
teaching textbooks on the motor skills 
of pre-schoolers and pedagogy for pre-
school would be a useful way to inte-
grate new concepts into the textbooks 
to provide a basis for specialists and 

teachers to better understand them.
He said that with the motor skills book 

the teachers do not need to study general 
motor skills but only the motor skills of 
early childhood to highlight key points re-
lated to children’s development and how 
children learn and that this will improve 
the quality of pre-school education.

Plan International Cambodia actively 
supports the implementation of the min-
istry’s early Childhood education Pro-
gramme at the national and sub-national 
level with both financial resources and 
technical expertise to improve the quality 
of early childhood education services in the 
community, especially in the remote areas.

Gwynneth Wong, country director of 
Plan International Cambodia, has ex-

pressed strong appreciation to the min-
istry and the Department of early Child-
hood education for openly accepting 
innovation and actively collaborating with 
the organisation on the development of 
curriculum and teacher’s training books 
which integrate gender-responsive meth-
odology in pre-schools across the country.

“This partnership is supporting vul-
nerable children in remote areas to fulfill 
their potential development,” she said.

Wong hoped that teachers would have 
additional tools to facilitate children’s 
ability to learn and play equally and to 
decrease gender stereotypes and gen-
der imbalance in preschools so that all 
children grow up healthy, happy and 
ready for school.

Education minister Hang Chuon Naron in Kampong Cham province on February 4. Plan InternatIonal 
CambodIa
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 17,000 17,040 17,000

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 13,780 13,840 13,860 13,500

4 PEPC 3,000 2,970 3,000 2,860

5 PPAP 11,680 11,800 11,800 11,680

6 PPSP 1,510 1,520 1,520 1,510

7 PWSA 6,080 6,100 6,100 6,080

Date: February 5, 2021

‘US trade 
growth set 
to extend 
into 2021’
Continued from page 1

international trade crisis set 
on by the Covid-19 pandemic.

He noted that the tariff 
breaks provided through the 
US’ GSP has reeled in copious 
amounts of investors to set up 
factories in Cambodia and 
manufacture a range of goods 
for export to the US market.

“Despite being submerged in 
the Covid-19 crisis, Cambodia’s 
exports to the US market have 
remained positive. The US is an 
important market for Cambo-
dian exports, especially travel 
and textile products,” Vanak said.

On the other hand, he point-
ed out that many factories in 
the US remain shuttered or 
suspended, resulting in Cam-
bodian imports from the US to 
contract by nearly one-third.

Even as GSP awaits congres-
sional reauthorisation after it 
lapsed on December 31 prior to 
the presidential inauguration, 
Vanak said trade with the US was 
likely to extend into this year on 
the back of strong confidence in 
investment in Cambodia.

In 2018, Cambodian exports 
to the US were to the tune of 
just $3.8065 billion, and 
imports clocked in at $445.9 
million, according to the US 
Census Bureau.

Master plan for Ream City given nod
May Kunmakara

C
ANOPY Sands De-
velopment Co Ltd, 
a member of Prince 
Holding Group, one 

of Cambodia’s largest and 
fastest growing conglomer-
ates, approved a master plan 
to develop Preah Sihanouk 
province’s Ream bay into the 
$16 billion Ream City.

The masterplan specifies a 
land use plan for the 834ha 
project, which will be devel-
oped on reclaimed land and 
conveniently located within 
a 10 minutes’ drive from Si-
hanouk International Airport, 
Canopy Sands Development 
said in a press release.

“Ream City will act as a cata-
lyst for the growth prospects 
of the entire Sihanoukville re-
gion, Cambodia’s third-largest 
city and home to the coun-
try’s deep-water port,” said 
the company, adding that the 
project will be developed by 
Surbana Jurong Group, a glob-
al urban, infrastructure and 
managed services consultancy 
headquartered in Singapore.

Surbana Jurong CEO for ASEAN 
Yeo Choon Chong noted that 
Cambodia continues to attract 
a steady flow of foreign direct 
investments. “With our part-
ners, we see immense potential 
to drive growth in this key mar-
ket through our participation in 
iconic infrastructure projects.

“The proposal prioritises the 

integration of nature to en-
hance the built environment. A 
major part of the plan includes 
an extensive beachfront that 
stretches beyond 6km. This 
will support a wide range of 
waterfront activities and inject 
vibrancy to the community.

“The plan also includes in-
frastructure enhancements 
to the community to support 
civic and community facili-
ties such as schools, parks and 
open spaces, sports complex-
es, polyclinics and neighbour-
hood-level amenities. Once 
fully developed, Ream City 
will be an exciting destination 

for dining, retail, work, recre-
ation and living,” he said.

Canopy Sands Development 
managing director Khong 
Weng Fook said his company 
has liaised with Surbana Ju-
rong for more than a year and 
voiced satisfaction with the 
proposed masterplan.

“Surbana Jurong has consis-
tently impressed clients around 
the world and are well-known 
for their extensive experience 
in urban development, a deep 
and global talent pool, and 
comprehensive global cover-
age, having developed master-
plans for a wide variety of proj-

ects in more than 30 countries. 
“We are looking forward to 

working together to convert 
their proposed land use plan 
into reality and create a sustain-
able solution for living for the 
betterment of Sihanoukville 
and Cambodians,” he said.  

According to the release, 
Ream City is set to transform 
Sihanoukville by introducing a 
sustainable ecosystem of tour-
ism, commercial and residential 
activity that has the potential to 
house up to 130,000 residents.

Upon completion, the mas-
terplan envisions the con-
struction of family attractions, 

condominiums, landed and 
beachfront homes and afford-
able housing estates, themed 
shopping malls, business hubs, 
beach resorts, hotels, condotels, 
yacht and a marina club, it said.

And Surbana Jurong was ap-
pointed to undertake the mas-
terplanning, urban design and 
coastal engineering works for 
Ream City, it added.

In June, Preah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial Administration signed 
memorandums of under-
standing with 16 Chinese cities 
and provinces to promote in-
vestments in tourism, culture, 
education and sports between 
the province and China.

The government has also 
spent $300 million on a 34-
road infrastructure project in 
the province, which recently 
completed initial construc-
tion of concrete roadways and 
drainage systems and is on 
schedule to be entirely finished 
in the first half of this year.

In October, Cambodia Air-
ports said it completed a run-
way expansion and renovation 
project for Sihanouk Interna-
tional Airport, which enables it 
to accommodate larger Code E 
aircraft such as B-777-300ER or 
A-350-1000 that operate long-
haul direct flights.

That month, provincial gov-
ernor Kuoch Chamroeun said 
companies have developed 
11,637ha of beaches and is-
lands, with a total capital in-
vestment of $3.9 billion.

An artist’s rendition of Ream City. SUPPLIED

World’s automakers cut production due to chip shortage
AUTOMOBILE companies 
worldwide have been forced to 
curtail production as they run 
out of automotive chips, 
according to industry sources.

US-headquartered General 

Motors (GM) announced on 
February 3 that the carmaker will 
suspend manufacturing at three 
plants in North America, and 
operate its Bupyeong 2 assembly 
line in South Korea at half capac-

ity starting from February 8.
Although the company didn’t 

reveal the exact volume of the 
reduction, market watchers 
estimate it would reach 10,000 
vehicles.

The vehicles subject to the 
production cut include Chevro-
let‘s Malibu, Cadillac’s XT4, 
Chevrolet‘s Equinox and Trax, 
GMC’s Terrain and Buick‘s Encore, 
according to news reports.

In South Korea, GM is cur-
rently manufacturing the Mal-
ibu and the Trax.

“Semiconductor supply for 
the global auto industry remains 
very fluid,” said a statement 
provided by GM. “Due to the 
fluidity around the availability 
of parts, our current plan is to 
update the plants every week 
based on the following week’s 

production schedule.”
“We are currently assessing 

the overall impact, but our 
focus is to keep producing our 
most in-demand products, 
including SUVs,” a GM Korea 
spokesperson said.

As vehicles go electric and 
become more digitised, 
approximately 200 to 300 
chips, including sensors, drive 
ICs and embedded micro 
processing units, are needed 
for auto parts that build the 
navigation and infotainment 
systems, adaptive head lamps 
and other communications 
and convenient systems.

The global auto industry is 
forecast to suffer from a chip 
shortage in the first quarter of 
2021, market observers say.

IHS Markit forecasts that auto 

production would be about 
672,000 units less than initially 
expected in the first quarter of 
this year. And the total produc-
tion cut would reach 964,000 by 
the end of the year.

Volkswagen, Ford, Subaru, 
Toyota and Nissan have also 
decided to reduce their pro-
duction this year.

The cuts are attributable to 
the outbreak of the novel coro-
navirus last year.

Semiconductor manufactur-
ers shifted their focus to pro-
duction of IT and mobile 
devices due to surge in demand 
for products related to the 
stay-at-home economy. In the 
meantime, chip demand for 
automobiles shrank as auto-
makers had to shut down 
plants during lockdowns.

Now, the finished car indus-
try is recovering at a faster rate 
than expected, but chip sup-
plies aren’t catching up.

“Finished automakers are 
raising their voices together 
with parts suppliers to the 
semiconductor industry to 
increase production of auto-
motive chips,” said an official 
in the auto industry.

Market researcher KPMG 
projects the automotive chip 
market will grow by six to seven 
per cent annually to reach $150 
billion to $200 billion by 2040.

Meanwhile, South Korea‘s 
largest automaker Hyundai 
Motor is maintaining normal 
operation of its factories. It 
said it is closely monitoring 
the issue. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

US-headquartered General Motors (GM) said it will operate its Bupyeong 2 
assembly line in South Korea at half capacity starting from Monday. YONHAP 
NEWS AGENCY

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,080 1.2795 6.4695 105.45 4.0705 1.3373 30.07 0.7619 1.1979 1.3697



Guangdong, HK, 
Macao authorities 
agree on wealth 
management 
pilot programme

CHINESE financial regulators 
achieved consensus on jointly 
supervising wealth management 

products in Guangdong, Hong Kong and 
Macao, with a pilot programme allowing 
residents to conduct cross-boundary in-
vestments in such financial instruments, 
said a statement released on February 5.

The People’s Bank of China (PBOC), 
China Banking and Insurance Regulato-
ry Commission, China Securities Regu-
latory Commission, State Administration 
of Foreign Exchange, the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority (HKMA), Securities 
and Futures Commission of Hong Kong 
and Monetary Authority of Macao have 
agreed on principles of supervisory 
cooperation under the cross-boundary 
Wealth Management Connect, the PBOC 
said in a statement on its website.

They jointly signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) on the launch 
of the pilot scheme in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

By signing the MoU, authorities aim to 
establish sound supervisory cooperation 
arrangements and liaison mechanisms 
to lay a foundation for smooth opera-
tions protection of investors’ interests.

The MoU is important for China’s 
planned construction of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and 
will improve regulatory cooperation.

The HKMA also posted a statement, 
saying it will continue to work with the 
relevant authorities to prepare for the 
cross-boundary Wealth Management 
Connect and keep the industry engaged, 
with a view to launching the scheme 
early. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Kampot pepper strategy in pipeline
Hin Pisei

T
He Ministry of Commerce 
will collaborate with the 
Kampot Pepper Promotion 
association (KPPa) to de-

velop new strategic plans that build 
confidence in Kampot pepper and 
explore additional markets for the 
crop, one of Cambodia’s Geographi-
cal Indication (GI) products.

Minister Pan Sorasak said this at a 
february 4 meeting with KPPa presi-
dent Nguon Lay and David Pavel, the 
president of Czech-owned eu Land 
and Pepper Investment Co Ltd.

In a bid to promote GI-registered 
Kampot pepper and prevent coun-
terfeiting, Sorasak said the ministry 
would also assist KPPa in preparing 
a comprehensive 2021 work plan.

The roadmap will encompass 
the maintenance of e-commerce 
websites and social media, the 
promotion and preparation of ex-
hibitions, the organisation of mar-
keting teams and professional ca-
pacity building for members of the 
association, he said.

The courses would train produc-
ers, operators and traders in fields 
such as packaging, financial man-
agement, marketing and value addi-
tion, he added.

“The ministry will hold an annual 
conference with the Cambodian 
Pepper federation and the World 
Pepper Community to open up op-
portunities for traders to be matched 
with businesses and for buyers and 
sellers to meet,” Sorasak said.

He said Kampot pepper is one 
of the four agricultural products 
of Cambodia that the ministry has 
registered as GI goods, along with 

Kampong Speu palm sugar, pome-
los from Kratie province’s Koh Trong 
island and Mondulkiri wild honey.

KPPa president Nguon Lay told 
The Post on february 7 that the min-
istry’s assistance would help provide 
Kampot pepper a strong market in 
the international scene.

“More feedback gives growers more 
hope. The Ministry of Commerce will 
help prepare a 2021-2023 strategy for 
Kampot pepper,” he said.

He said 42 companies have en-
tered contract farming with small-

scale Kampot pepper farmers for 
the 2021 harvest season.

Cambodia exported more than 70 
tonnes of Kampot pepper to the in-
ternational market last year, he said, 
adding that the crop is shipped out 
to more than 50 countries today, 
mostly those in europe.

He said prices now stand at $15 per 
kg for black pepper, $25 per kg for 
red pepper and $28 per kg for white 
pepper. according to him, the prices 
have not changed in five years.

The latest KPPa data, released in 

april, show that membership in-
creased to 455 households last year 
from 118 in 2010 when it first regis-
tered with the ministry. but Lay told 
The Post on November 4 that 68 out 
of the association’s then-447 house-
holds had abandoned the crop.

The april statistics show that land 
designated for Kampot pepper cul-
tivation has increased from 10ha in 
2010 to 290ha today – exclusively in 
Kampot and Kep – which can yield 
82.78 tonnes of the commodity per 
annum, according to KPPa.

Kampot pepper is one of four Cambodian agricultural products that has received designation as a Geographical Indication (GI). KppA

Gender gap in access to finance persists
May Kunmakara

a LaCK of information avail-
able on financial services and 
products, the inability to meet 
their requirements and a gen-
eral lack of financial awareness 
are the main barriers for wom-
en entrepreneurs in access to 
finance, according to a senior 
official at the central bank.

rath Sovannarak, director-
general of the National bank 
of Cambodia’s (NbC) bank-
ing Supervision Department, 
made the statement on febru-
ary 4 at the entrepreneurship 
ecosystem forum on Access to 
Finance for Women Entrepre-
neurs in Covid-19 Era.

The event was collabora-
tively hosted by NbC, Khmer 
enterprise, Swisscontact and 
Good return.

While the Kingdom has 
made significant improve-
ments in financial inclusion, 
Sovannarak said some chal-
lenges remain prevalent, es-
pecially for women. although 
women and men have equal 
access to finance, a gap re-
mains in terms of usage.

He said a uN Capital De-
velopment fund study found 
that 70 per cent of savings 
accounts in Cambodia were 
inactive and low-balance, 
with women accounting for a 
larger share than men.

“Similarly, evidence shows 
that access to credit is some-
what similar between men 
and women, but women re-
ceive less in loans than men.

“To tackle these challenges, 
promoting innovative prod-

ucts for SMes [small and me-
dium-sized enterprises] and 
increasing consumer empow-
erment and protection and 
financial sector transparency 
have become our priority,” 
Sovannarak said.

Sabine Joukes, Pact Cambo-
dia country director and chief 
of party of Pact’s Women en-
trepreneurs act project, said 
her organisation has been 
working with key develop-
ment partners, stakehold-
ers and the private sector to 
build financial education lit-
eracy and awareness, as well 
as studying the challenges 
faced by women in business 
in the Kingdom. 

“We aim to align actors all 
aiming to deliver relevant fi-

nancing options to young 
women entrepreneurs, with 
their needs and to ensure we 
address the gaps, so yWes 
[young women entrepreneurs] 
have the best choices to meet 
their needs,” she said.

Chhieng Vanmunin, CeO of 
Khmer enterprise, an imple-
mentation unit of the entre-
preneurship Development 
fund (eDf) established by 
the Ministry of economy and 
finance, said his institution 
last year launched two rounds 
of assistance packages for 
start-ups and SMes that were 
struggling under Covid-19.

He said it received nearly 
300 applications from start-
ups and SMes across the 
capital and 18 provinces 

and awarded grants to 27, of 
which 60 per cent were wom-
en-owned.

“Khmer enterprise sees the 
value in providing opportu-
nities for women to develop 
start-ups and transform them 
into strong businesses that 
contribute to an expansion of 
the entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem, corporate connectivity 
and business ventures.

“The bottleneck for local 
businesses, start-ups, early-
stage enterprises to grow is 
the access to appropriate fi-
nancing. Hence improving 
access to finance through 
entrepreneurship support 
programmes developed 
through partnerships among 
potential partners, financial 
institutions and investors is 
essential,” Vanmunin said.

according to Sovannarak, 
the government launched the 
National financial Inclusion 
Strategy 2019-2025 on July 12, 
2019 to “increase access to 
quality official financial ser-
vices” and reduce the rate of 
women without access to fi-
nancial services by half from 
27 to 13 per cent and expand 
the use of formal financial 
services from 59 to 70 per 
cent by 2025. 

“The National bank of 
Cambodia has been working 
with stakeholders to study 
the feasibility of unsecured 
loans and to launch a num-
ber of campaigns to raise fi-
nancial literacy for women 
and women entrepreneurs, 
as well as financial consumer 
protection,” he said.

Rath Sovannarak, director-general of the National Bank of Cambodia’s 
(NBC) Banking Supervision Department, said gaps remain in adoption 
of financial services. NATIONAL BANK Of CAmBODIA



VIETNAM’S retail market is fore-
cast to grow at a double-digit rate 
this year, so domestic retailers 
have rushed to open new stores 
across the country to expand 
their market share since the 
beginning of the year.

On February 3, Finelife – the 
high-end supermarket system 
of Saigon Co.op – opened its 
fourth store in Ho Chi Minh 
City’s District 7. The store, 
named Finelife Supermarket 
Urban Hill, stocks more than 
17,000 local and imported 
organic products like fresh and 
processed foods, cosmetics, 
deli foods, fruits, vegetables, 
beverages and more.

Finelife Supermarket Urban 
Hill is the first high-end super-
market in Vietnam to use auto-
matic e-label technology and is 
also the first local supermarket 
to have self-checkout counters.

Last month, Saigon Co.op said 
it launched new Co.op Food 
stores in Phu Yen, Soc Trang, Can 
Tho and Ca Mau provinces.

By 2025, Saigon Co.op plans 
to expand its network to at least 
2,000 stores with priority given 
to improving the investment 
efficiency of Co.opmart stores 
and Co.op Food stores as well as 
on developing large-scale out-
lets to sharpen its competitive-
ness, congthuong.vn quoted 
Saigon Co.op director-general 
Nguyen Anh Duc as saying.

In the short term, Saigon 
Co.op is working to expand its 
market share to between 43 
per cent and 45 per cent from 
the current 41 per cent, Duc 
told the online newspaper.

Another retail giant, Mobile 
World Investment JSC (MWG) 
which owns the Dien May Xanh 
and Bach Hoa Xanh retail chains, 
also opened a number of new 
Dien May Xanh stores last month.

By the end of this year, MWG 
aimed to raise the number of 
Dien May Xanh stores to 1,000 
nationwide and reach revenue 
of five trillion dong ($220 mil-
lion), 10 times higher than 
2020’s figure. The firm hopes to 
have 1,200 Dien May Xanh 
stores one year later, with rev-
enue 30 times higher than that 
of 2020 to 15 trillion dong and 
accounting for 60 per cent of the 
electronics retail market share.

Along with Dien May Xanh 
outlets, MWG is also striving to 

have more than 500 newly-
opened and upgraded Bach Hoa 
Xanh stores by the end of this 
year. Last year, it opened 711 new 
outlets, bringing the number of 
these stores up to 1,719. The 
stores last year recorded a com-
bined revenue of 21.26 trillion 
dong in 2020, double that of 2019 
and contributing 19.6 per cent 
of the total revenue of MWG.

According to Vietcombank 
Securities (VCBS), the domes-
tic retail market will rebound 
strongly in the second quarter 
of this year with a growth rate 
of 14.5 per cent.

However, local retailers face 
fiercer competition from foreign 
rivals as many foreign retail 
brands have entered the Viet-
namese market in recent years.

Nguyen Anh Duc from Sai-
gon Co.op said his firm would 
use digital transformation to 
better adapt to changes in the 
market and local consumer 
behaviour. Also, it will enhance 
connections with localities 
nationwide and in overseas 
countries, he said, adding that 
these connections are hoped 
to ensure Vietnamese prod-
ucts continued to be the main-
stay of the nation’s economy.

Meanwhile, Masan Group 
chairman Nguyen Dang Quang 
told congthuong.vn that Mas-
an planned to turn VinCom-
merce from a pure shopping 
point of sale into a platform 
serving essential needs with 
essential goods and services, 
accounting for more than 50 
per cent of spending on con-
sumer goods, including fast-
moving consumer goods, fresh 
food, financial services and 
added value services. This was 
Masan’s goal when it decided 
to expand into the retail sector.

For MWG, it will still focus 
on the handsets, electronics 
and essential consumer foods 
through a chain of small retail 
stores – a core strength that 
has helped the firm grow 
strongly in recent years.

Trade experts said although 
the Covid-19 pandemic had 
negative effects, it also motivated 
Vietnamese retailers to improve 
their abilities and be ready to 
cope with harsher competition 
as the country has deeply inte-
grated into the global market. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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THE fourth quarter result 
of Ho Chi Minh City-listed 
Hoang Anh Gia Lai (HAG) 
showed that the company 
lost nearly 2.2 trillion dong 
($96 million) last year as it 
struggled to manage busi-
nesses due to Covid-19.

HAG’s net revenue increased 
52.7 per cent year-on-year to 
920.4 billion dong in the last 
quarter of 2020. The main 
source of its revenue came 
from selling fruits with a val-
ue of 538 billion dong in the 
same period. revenue from 
selling hogs also reached 121 
billion dong for the first time.

Despite an increase in rev-
enue, its gross profit was zero 
as the selling price was affect-
ed by Covid-19. It had to sell 
products under cost prices. 
The company posted a gross 
loss of nearly 168.5 billion 
dong in the fourth quarter.

However, its financial ac-
tivities income surged up to 
784 billion dong in the last 
quarter of last year. The gain 
was boosted by liquidating 
investments and the decline 
of 439 billion dong in finan-
cial activities expenses.

When the companies’ busi-
nesses were heavily affected 

by Covid-19, HAG’s executive 
board decided to review its 
previous data which related 
to estimation and provision 
for receivables under conser-
vatism principles.

Accordingly, it applied a ret-
rospective adjustment to its 
2019 consolidated financial 
report by increasing provision 
for accumulated receivables, 
leading to a rise in general 
and administrative expenses 
and other expenses.

The result was HAG re-
ported a loss after tax of over 

1.5 trillion dong in the fourth 
quarter, of which the parent 
company’s loss after tax was 
nearly 1.2 trillion dong.

In 2020, its consolidated net 
income gained nearly 49 per 
cent year-on-year to 3.1 tril-
lion dong and loss after tax was 
nearly 2.2 trillion dong. In 2019, 
the company recorded a loss af-
ter tax of over 1.9 trillion dong.

As of December 31, its liabili-
ties were over 26.6 trillion dong, 
of which short-term borrowing 
was nearly 8.5 trillion dong and 
long-term borrowing was over 

9.6 trillion dong.
recently, HAG president 

Doan Nguyen Duc has reg-
istered to sell 21.78 million 
shares for financial restructur-
ing. After the deal, the number 
of HAG shares in Duc’s assets 
will decline to over 319 million 
units, equivalent to 34.5 per 
cent ownership.

Meanwhile HAG also regis-
tered to sell 75 million Hoang 
Anh Gia Lai Agricultural JSC 
(HNG) shares for loans restruc-
turing. After the sale, the num-
ber of HNG shares that HAG 
owns is over 330.1 million.

Both of the deals are expect-
ed to be executed under the 
method of agreement from 
February 5 to March 5.

At current prices, the deals 
will bring over 93 billion dong 
for Duc and more than 800 
billion dong for HAG.

On the Ho Chi Minh Stock 
Exchange (HoSE), HAG shares 
ended at 4,560 on February 5, 
up 2.24 per cent, while HNG 
shares remained flat at 11,100 
dong.

From December 31, 2020 to 
January 19, 2021, HAG com-
pleted the deal to sell nearly 
47.5 million HNG shares. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN’s Hoang Anh Gia Lai posts biggest loss

Container shipping sector 
navigates Covid pandemic
M

ArITIME contain-
er freight shipping 
is steaming ahead 
through the Covid-

19 pandemic, boosted by strong 
demand for Chinese exports 
and a shortage of vessels accord-
ing to industry experts.

The Freightos Baltic Global 
Container Index (FBX), which 
tracks the cost of container 
shipping, has almost qua-
drupled for the China-Europe 
route since early November to 
stand at $7,827 on February 5.

The FBX reading for con-
tainers from China bound for 
the west coast of the US has 
nearly tripled since late May 
to $4,286 on February 5.

UniCredit Bank economist 
Andreas rees said: “The costs 
of shipping goods from China 
to Europe by water have hit un-
precedented highs recently.”

That is due to rampant de-
mand for China’s manufac-
tured products, particularly for 
medical equipment during the 
global health emergency – but 
also for consumer goods from 
lockdown-bound populations.

rees said: “First, demand of 
medical goods produced in 
China have been strongly rising. 
Second, and probably more im-
portant, consumers have been 
re-allocating their demand.

“Instead of going to restaurants 
and travelling, they have been 
demanding more durable goods 
such as electronic equipment, 
furniture, et cetera, to have a 
nice home. And many of these 
goods are produced in China.”

That has had a knock-on ef-
fect on demand for the gigan-
tic container ships that trans-
port vast amounts of goods 
from the Asian powerhouse.

Braemar analyst Jonathan 
roach said: “Container ship-

ping costs are soaring from 
Asia, not just to the UK but 
to most destinations for ship-
ments out of China and Asia.

“With increased durable de-
mand, container demand has 
increased exponentially.”

Nevertheless, the pandemic 
did also spark an overall 4.1 
per cent decline in world 
maritime trade last year, ac-
cording to recent estimates 
from the UN Conference on 
Trade and Development.

Bottlenecks have however 
been created across the sector 
due to strict Covid-19 hygiene 
and sanitation measures in 
ports, logistics centres and 
storage depots worldwide.

The turnaround time be-
tween unloading a contain-

er ship and returning has 
therefore increased signifi-
cantly, according to roach. 
That further limits the avail-
able pool of vessels.

roach added: “When there 
is a delay in shipping empties 
back to loading hubs and the 
same time as a cargo surge, 
availability of empty contain-
er equipment will tighten.

“We expect this imbalance 
[between supply and demand] 
to continue while strict Covid-
19 restrictions remain in place.”

rising transportation costs 
can meanwhile feed through 
into higher consumer prices 
and spark concern among 
global central banks, which 
keep close tabs on building 
inflationary pressures.

rees noted: “There is still 
the question of whether and 
to which extent companies 
can pass on higher prices to 
consumers.

“As of today, only a moderate 
cost-push to consumer price 
inflation seems likely. But the 
pattern certainly needs to be 
closely monitored.”

Turning to the outlook, 
roach remains upbeat due to 
the growing global Covid-19 
vaccination drive.

“We do expect [consumer] 
spending to normalise as the 
vaccine rollout gathers pace – 
and a correction in the spend-
ing switch should normalise 
freight demand. We expect 
that to happen towards the 
middle of 2021.” AFP

Container ships have been busy during the Covid-19 pandemic as consumers who cannot go out to restaurants 
or live entertainment buy more goods for their houses. AFP

In the short term, Saigon Co.op is working to expand its market share 
to between 43 per cent and 45 per cent from the current 41 per cent. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Workers at one of HAG’s banana farms. The company’s revenue mainly 
relied on agricultural products in 2020. hAG/VIET NAM NEWS

Vietnam’s retailers 
strive to expand 
2021 market share
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The uS has moved to delist yemen’s 
huthi rebels as a terrorist organi-
sation, removing a block that hu-
manitarian groups said jeopardised 
crucial aid as the country’s warring 
sides cautiously welcomed a push 
for peace by President Joe biden.

The grinding six-year war in ye-
men has killed tens of thousands 
and displaced millions, triggering 
what the uN calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian disaster.

a State Department spokesperson 
on february 5 said they had “formal-
ly notified Congress” of Secretary of 
State antony blinken’s intent to re-
voke the terrorist designations.

The move, which will take effect 
shortly, comes a day after biden an-
nounced an end to uS support for 
Saudi-led offensive operations in 
yemen.

The spokesperson said: “This de-
cision has nothing to do with our 
view of the huthis and their repre-
hensible conduct, including attacks 
against civilians and the kidnapping 
of american citizens.

“Our action is due entirely to the hu-

manitarian consequences of this last-
minute designation from the prior ad-
ministration,” the spokesperson said, 
adding that the uS remained commit-
ted to helping Saudi arabia defend its 
territory against attacks by the rebels.

blinken’s predecessor Mike Pompeo 
announced the designation days be-
fore leaving office last month, point-
ing to the huthis’ links to Iran, an 
arch-enemy of Trump, and a deadly 
attack on the airport in yemen’s sec-
ond city of aden in December.

‘Profound relief’
a spokesperson for uN secretary-

general antonio Guterres said in a 
statement: “The revocation of the 
designations will provide profound 
relief to millions of yemenis who 
rely on humanitarian assistance and 
commercial imports to meet their 
basic survival needs.”

The Iran-allied huthis seized ye-
men’s capital Sanaa and much of 
north in 2014, sparking a Saudi-led 
intervention the following year.

aid groups say they have no choice 
but to deal with the huthis, who are 

the de facto government in much of 
yemen, and that the terrorist des-
ignation would put them at risk of 
prosecution in the uS.

according to the uN, more than 
three million people have been dis-
placed and close to 80 per cent of ye-
men’s population of 29 million people 
need some form of aid for survival.

biden on february 4 announced 
the withdrawal of uS support for the 
Saudi-led offensive in his first major 
foreign policy speech since replac-
ing Donald Trump. 

yemen’s internationally recogn-
ised government, which is backed 
by the Saudi-led military coalition, 
welcomed his remarks and stressed 
the “importance of supporting dip-
lomatic efforts to resolve the crisis”.

It hailed the appointment of 
Timothy Lenderking as uS envoy, 
describing it as “another important 
step” taken by the uS to “end the war 
caused by the Iran-backed huthis”.

Iran said the uS decision can help 
fix “past mistakes”, and that Tehran 
backs “any efforts by the global com-
munity to support yemen”. AFP

NK defector runs for councillor 
in uK, says fights for ‘voiceless’

uS moves to end terror designation of yemen huthis

after Senate trial, will 
ex-uS leader Trump 
face criminal charges?

JIhyuN Park shares the 
civic concerns of any oth-
er would-be town coun-
cillor in britain, from lo-

cal education to potholes in 
the roads. but she is unique 
in one regard – no other can-
didate has fled North Korea.

Park is believed to be the 
first defector from the op-
pressive state to have run for 
office in any country, other 
than South Korea, after fleeing 
human trafficking in China 
and the brutal privations of a 
North Korean prison camp.

Thirteen years after find-
ing refuge in britain, the 52-
year-old is standing for Prime 
Minister boris Johnson’s 
Conservative party in council 
elections coming up in May, 
pledging to speak for other 
“voiceless people”.

She said: “The uK people 
welcomed me to this land and 
I finally found my freedom. I 
want to pay back.”

Park first tried to flee the 
world’s most reclusive state 
in 1998, when it was in the 
grip of famine. She and her 
younger brother trekked to 
China, where they got sepa-
rated, and she was sold into 
a sham “marriage” with an 
alcoholic gambler.

after six years in China and 
having borne a son, Park was 
arrested by Chinese police and 
sent back alone to North Ko-
rea, where she was thrown into 
a detention camp for politi-
cal criminals and forced to do 
backbreaking manual labour.

Life was a daily grind of “star-
vation, prison, torture”, she 
said. Ordinary people were 
treated as “less than animals”.

Thrown out of the camp after 

she became ill, Park again jour-
neyed across the mountains 
into China and reclaimed her 
son, heading on to Mongolia 
in 2005 with a group of other 
defectors, including one who 
became her husband for real.

New ‘motherland’
Giving up on that attempt, 

for fear of her young son’s life, 
Park headed with the group 
to beijing and lived in hid-
ing until a Christian pastor in 
2007 directed her to the uN 
refugee agency.

She was eventually granted 

asylum in britain with her 
husband and son in Janu-
ary 2008 and was resettled 
in bury, part of the Greater 
Manchester conurbation in 
northwest england.

The former schoolteacher 
worked in a Korean restau-
rant in Manchester, learning 
english at an adult college, 
and became a human rights 
activist, publicising abuses 
in her homeland and helping 
other North Koreans to settle 
in britain.

“bury is my motherland,” she 
said, likening her experience of 

learning english in the gritty 
market town to being reborn.

She joined the Conservatives 
in 2016. The centre-right par-
ty’s policy on asylum-seekers 
is less welcoming than others, 
but Park sees no contradiction 
in running under its banner 
after being selected to run as a 
ward councillor in bury.

She identified Conservative 
values as “freedom, justice, 
education, family life” and 
said: “North Korean people 
need these values and many 
uK people too need these 
values.” AFP

There’S little chance Don-
ald Trump will be convicted 
by the uS Senate of inciting 
an insurgency but his legal 
troubles won’t end with the 
conclusion of his second im-
peachment trial.

The former president could 
soon be indicted on criminal 
charges, not to mention the 
multiple civil actions that 
have been filed against him.

The ex-New york property 
tycoon, now ensconced in his 
luxurious florida residence, is 
no stranger to the legal system, 
with his army of lawyers long 
accustomed to defending him 
and attacking his opponents 
during civil hearings.

Now that Trump is once again 
a mere citizen without the pro-
tection of presidential immuni-
ty, he risks the unprecedented 
infamy of being indicted.

he is the target of at least one 
criminal investigation, led by 
Manhattan prosecutor Cyrus 
Vance, who has been fight-
ing for months to obtain eight 
years of Trump’s tax returns.

Initially focused on pay-
ments before the 2016 presi-
dential election to two women 
who claim they had affairs with 
Trump, the state-level probe is 
also now examining possible 
allegations of tax evasion, and 
insurance and bank fraud.

In July, the Supreme Court 
ordered the president’s ac-
countants to hand over the fi-
nancial documents to Vance’s 
team. Trump’s lawyers have 
challenged the scope of the 
requested documents and a 
ruling is pending.

Trump has called the inves-
tigation “the worst witch hunt 
in uS history”.

Vance’s case, heard behind 
closed doors before a grand 
jury, appears to be moving 
along, though.

according to uS media, inves-
tigators from Vance’s office re-
cently interviewed employees of 
Deutsche bank, which has long 
backed the former president 
and the Trump Organisation. 
They spoke to staff at Trump’s 
insurance broker aon, too.

The investigators have also in-
terviewed Trump’s former per-
sonal lawyer Michael Cohen, 
who received a three-year pris-
on term after admitting making 
hush payments to the two al-
leged mistresses of Trump.

The ex-lawyer had testified 
to Congress that Trump and 
his company artificially inflat-
ed and devalued the worth of 
their assets to both obtain bank 
loans and reduce their taxes.

New york attorney General 
Letitia James, a Democrat, is 
also investigating the allega-
tions.

her team interviewed one 
of Trump’s sons, eric Trump, 
under oath despite the oppo-
sition of Trump attorneys, and 
obtained documents on some 
of the family’s properties.

her investigation is a civil 
one, but she said recently that 
if she finds any evidence of 
criminal activity it will “change 
the posture of our case”.

If Trump is ever convicted he 
would be at risk of imprison-
ment. unlike federal offences, 
state convictions cannot be 
pardoned by the president.

and while biden has vowed 
reconciliation with republicans 
he would be highly unlikely to 
interfere in any criminal pros-
ecution in any case. AFP

North Korean-born Jihyun Park, who fled to the UK 13 years ago and is now standing as a Conservative Party 
candidate for upcoming local council elections, poses for a photograph in Bury, northwest England, on Saturday. 
AFP

Yemenis opposed to the country’s Huthi rebels take part in a rally in support of a recent 
decision by the US’ outgoing administration blacklisting the Huthi group as a ‘terrorist’ 
organisation in Yemen’s third city of Taez on January 26. AFP
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Thousands protest on streets again 
in Myanmar against military coup
T

housands of anti-
coup protesters in 
Myanmar poured 
back onto the streets 

on february 7, as an internet 
blackout failed to stifle grow-
ing outrage at the military’s 
ouster of elected leader aung 
san suu Kyi.

The fresh rally followed 
the largest protests to date 
on february 6, when tens of 
thousands came out in cities 
across the country to con-
demn the coup that brought 
a 10-year experiment with 
democracy to a crashing halt.

Thousands of chanting pro-
testers marched in yangon, 
backed by a din of car horns. 
They held up banners – in-
cluding some saying “We do 
not want military dictatorship” 
– and the signature red flags of 
suu Kyi’s national League of 
democracy (nLd) party.

Protester Myo Win, 37, said: 
“We will move forward and 
keep demanding until we get 
democracy. down with the 
military dictatorship.”

some flashed the three-
finger salute inspired by the 
Hunger Games films and used 
as a symbol of resistance by 
pro-democracy protesters in 
Thailand last year.

despite the large-scale 
deployment of riot police – 
backed by water cannons 
– there have been no major 
clashes reported so far.

The un human rights of-
fice tweeted after february 6’s 
protests: “#Myanmar’s mili-
tary and police must ensure 
the right to peaceful assembly 
is fully respected and demon-

strators are not subjected to 
reprisals.”

The surge in popular dis-
sent over the weekend over-
rode a nationwide blockade 
of the internet, similar in 
magnitude to an earlier shut-
down that coincided with the 
arrest of suu Kyi and other se-
nior leaders on february 1.

online calls to protest the 
army takeover have prompt-

ed bold displays of defiance, 
including the nightly deafen-
ing clamour of people around 
the country banging pots and 
pans – a practice traditionally 
associated with driving out 
evil spirits.

yangon residents repeated 
the pot-banging at 8am on 
february 7.

as protests gathered steam 
this week, the junta ordered 

telecom networks to freeze 
access to facebook, an ex-
tremely popular service in the 
country and arguably its main 
mode of communication.

The platform had hosted a 
rapidly growing “Civil disobe-
dience Movement” forum that 
had inspired civil servants, 
healthcare professionals, and 
teachers to show their dissent 
by boycotting their jobs.

on february 7, a live face-
book video feed showed the 
yangon protesters as they 
marched through the streets, as 
well as police in riot personnel 
standing by in some locations.

It was not immediately 
clear how the broadcast was 
bypassing the government 
block.

The military had widened 
its efforts to quell organised 

dissent on february 5 when 
it demanded new blocks on 
other social media services 
including Twitter.

un special rapporteur on 
human rights in Myanmar 
Tom andrews said: “The gen-
erals are now attempting to 
paralyse the citizen move-
ment of resistance – and keep 
the outside world in the dark 
– by cutting virtually all inter-
net access.”

an immensely popular fig-
ure despite a tarnished repu-
tation in the West, suu Kyi has 
not been seen in public since 
the coup, but a party spokes-
man on february 5 said she 
was under house arrest and 
“in good health”.

Two days after her ouster, 
criminal charges were filed 
against her related to the il-
legal import of a set of walkie-
talkies.

The military had flagged 
its coup intentions days in 
advance, insisting that the 
nLd’s landslide victory in the 
november elections was the 
result of voter fraud.

The army’s favoured parties 
were trounced in the ballot.

following the takeover, 
the junta proclaimed a one-
year state of emergency after 
which it promised to hold 
fresh elections, without offer-
ing any precise timeframe.

The coup has been widely 
condemned by the interna-
tional community, with us 
President Joe biden leading 
calls for the generals to re-
linquish power and release 
those arrested in the post-
coup crackdown. AFP

Thailand, Vietnam not sufficiently immune till next year 
Continued from page 1

“on distant islands, the 
transportation, the logistics, 
the cold chain will be prob-
lematic, of course, but it 
doesn’t mean it can’t be 
solved,” Wiku said.

for its part, Malaysia hopes 
to immunise its 32 million citi-
zens over the next 18 months 

after it gets its first vaccine 
shipment this month.

health officials recently 
wrapped up a vaccine-delivery 
practice run that started in 
belgium, where Pfizer-bion-
Tech makes its Covid-19 shot, 
and ended at a rural health 
clinic in belaga, sarawak, in 
the heart of borneo.

The successful rehearsal was 

to test a delivery chain through 
which the vaccine must remain 
at minus 70 degrees Celsius.

The region’s richer and geo-
graphically smaller economies 
are expected to wrap up immu-
nisation even faster.

singapore started vaccina-
tions in late december and 
expects to have enough dos-
es to cover all citizens and 

residents by september.
The economist Intelligence 

unit (eIu) said on January 27 
that singapore, hong Kong 
and Taiwan will reach so-called 
herd immunity by the end of 
the year, with australia and 
new Zealand soon to follow.

but limited resources and 
regulatory delays in the rest of the 
region will collide with the reali-
ties of reaching 650 million peo-
ple scattered over a cross-section 
of cities, villages and jungle.

Vietnam and Thailand will 
not be sufficiently immune 
until the middle of next year at 
the earliest. Indonesia’s ambi-
tion to vaccinate 181.5 million 
people over the next 15 months 
will take twice as long.

Laos and Myanmar and other 
poor countries won’t reach herd 
immunity before 2025 – if at all.

The resulting patchwork of 
immunity versus vulnerability 
risks giving the virus a chance 
to mutate. Countries will need 
to pool resources to extend 
vaccination to their poorer 
neighbours to keep the pan-
demic at bay.

“It’s in the interest of the vac-
cinated countries to help,” said 
eIu analyst Imogen Page-Jarrett, 
who helped compile the report.

regulatory bottlenecks are 
also wreaking havoc.

While Thailand will import 
about two million doses of sino-
vac by april for health workers, 
it’s counting on a locally pro-
duced version of the astraZene-
ca-oxford vaccine for its immu-
nisation drive but the first doses 
won’t be available until June.

The company that will make 
the astraZeneca vaccine, siam 
bioscience, is owned by King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn, drawing 
fire from opposition figures of 
self-dealing at the expense of 
public health.

In the Philippines, disorgan-
isation and past trauma may 
also be slowing its vaccine roll-
out. The government has made 
few firm plans to buy any for-
eign vaccine except for a com-
bined half million from Pfizer 
and astraZeneca in february 
and two million doses a month 
from China’s sinovac between 
now and early next year for its 
108 million residents.

Critics say the delays under-
score the lack of coordination 
among policymakers. but they 
also illustrate the uneasiness 
with foreign vaccines.

a 2016 jab for dengue from 
france’s sanofi was thought to 

have sickened kids, prompting 
parents to yank children from 
immunisation drives. Vaccina-
tion coverage for tuberculosis 
among small children under 
two years old dropped from 90 
per cent in 2009 to 69 per cent 
a decade later.

asia’s roll-out starts amid 
signs that the number of new 
cases is accelerating.

Indonesia’s tally of infections 
blew past the one-million mark 
last month, with one swab test 
in four turning up positive.

While the tally is low by com-
parison with the us and brazil, 
it strains Indonesia’s health 
infrastructure. The country 
has half the hospital beds per 
thousand people than neigh-
bouring Malaysia.

dr dicky budiman, an epide-
miologist with Griffith univer-
sity in Queensland, australia 
said there may be too much 
emphasis on immunisation.

While vaccines may prevent 
sickness, it’s not clear whether 
they stop transmission. dis-
tancing and masks are still key.

“Vaccination is not the super 
bullet,” dr dicky told The 
Straits Times. “It’s just one of 
the tools.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Protesters hold placards during a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Saturday. AFP

Critics say the delays also illustrate the uneasiness with foreign vaccines. AFP
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Opinion

W
eLLNeSS provides a 
more balanced and 
holistic view of a coun-
try’s development than 

its per capita gross domestic product. 
and a new tool is helping policymak-
ers measure wellness in society.

How does one measure how “well” 
a country’s citizens are doing?

Traditionally, per capita GDP has 
been used as the de facto measure of a 
country’s success and wellbeing, but 
per capita GDP is a measure of pro-
duction and income, not wellness. 
revealingly, even the architects of 
GDP warned against its use as a meas-
ure of a country’s overall wellbeing.

In recent times, calls for policymak-
ers to move beyond economic growth 
and GDP have been getting louder. 
and as the demand of asian people 
for wellness rises in tandem with their 
rising income, policymakers have 
begun to pay more attention to well-
ness-related issues such as health, 
education and the environment. 
Therefore, it is high time to develop 
measures of wellness, as exemplified 
in the uN’s Sustainable Development 
Goal number three: “To ensure 
healthy lives and promote wellbeing 
for all, at all ages”.

as part of the Asian Development 
Outlook 2020 Update: Wellness in 
Worrying Times, we developed a 
“Wellness Index” which allows us to 
create a ranking of wellness across 
153 countries. Our index joins a 
growing list of indicators of well-be-
ing such as the uN’s Human Devel-
opment Index.

The index takes a bottom-up 
approach, starting with the Global 
Wellness Institute’s definition based 
on four pillars of individual 
wellness－physical, mental/intellectu-
al, social and environmental 
wellness－and leverages multiple indi-
cators to create a global ranking of 
wellness. Compared with the existing 
indexes, the Wellness Index is more 
comprehensive in both scope and 
coverage.

Top-ranking countries provide their 
populations with high levels of well-
ness across all dimensions, and we 
found that countries with strong 
social welfare programmes do well. 
No wonder all the top five countries 
are european, with finland, Luxem-
bourg and Sweden taking the top 
three spots. New Zealand (7), australia 
(13) and Canada (15) are the only 
non-european countries in the top 20.

among the top asia-Pacific per-
formers are Japan (21), Singapore 
(30) and South Korea (39). The 
absence of some of the world’s rich-
est economies from the top 20 coun-
tries underscores the difference 
between purely material wellbeing 
and broader, overall wellness.

There is a clear relationship 

between income and wellness. for 
instance, the bottom three – Chad, 
the Central african republic and 
afghanistan – are among the world’s 
poorest countries. However, the fact 
that Nigeria and Pakistan, two mid-
dle-income countries, round out the 
bottom five countries suggests that 
the correlation between income and 
wellness is far from perfect.

Does this imply that the wellness 
index is a better gauge of wellbeing 
than per capita GDP?

The intuitive argument for using 
GDP is simple. Higher per capita 
GDP generally translates into more 
and better food, housing, education, 
healthcare, and other key determi-
nants of quality of life. Plotting the 

wellness against per capita GDP of 
economies bears out a positive corre-
lation. but closer inspection reveals a 
significant variation in wellness at 
each per capita GDP level. That is, 
among equally rich countries, some 
achieve higher wellbeing than others.

So policymakers would do well to 
look at wellness, not just per capita 
GDP. Disaggregating across the four 

pillars of the index allows policymak-
ers to direct resources to wellness 
sectors that lag the most.

The wellness index presents policy-
makers with a new tool for assessing 
wellness, which provides a more bal-
anced and holistic view of develop-
ment than per capita GDP. It helps pol-
icymakers identify priority areas for 
policy measures that will improve the 
wellbeing of citizens. for instance, in a 
country which visibly lags comparable 
countries in the environmental pillar 
but not in the other pillars, cleaning up 
the environment will contribute a lot 
to improving wellness.

finally, more and better data in the 
future will allow for further refine-
ment and improvement of the index. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Irfan Qureshi is a young professional in the 
Central and West Asia Department of the 
Asian Development Bank; Donghyun Park is an 
economist in the ADB’s Economic Research and 
Regional Cooperation Department; and Husnain 
Fateh Ahmad is an assistant professor of  
Economics at Sewanee, the University of the 
South in Tennessee, US. The views don’t  
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

Opinion
 Irfan Qureshi, Donghyun Park

 and Husnain Fateh Ahmad

Does a vigorous economy also 
mean a happy population?

Closer inspection reveals a significant variation in wellness at each per capita GDP level. That is, among equally rich countries, some 
achieve higher wellbeing than others. XINHuA

The index . . . helps policymakers 
identify priority areas for policy 
measures that will improve the 

wellbeing of citizens



Lifestyle
12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

adaptation? exhibition showcases 
works by student photographers
Roth Sochieata

H
aVING never seen 
mountains with 
his own eyes when 
he was young, 

Hean rangsey had to make 
do with the drawings of them 
he’d seen in a book he’d read.

Then one day when he was 
travelling outside of his home 
province of Kratie he got to see 
for himself what the author 
had illustrated. 

The beauty of the mountains 
opened his eyes wide every 
time he passed by them. These 
wonderful sights were slow to 
fade from his mind.  

rangsey has used his skills as 
an artist and photographer to 
manifest his vision through 
photos of mountains that he 
hopes will touch the hearts of 
those who see them at the Sa Sa 
art Projects photo exhibition 
Adaptation? which is now open 
and runs through february 20. 

The mountains have been 
written about in poems, sto-
ries and songs describing their 
size, height, strength and 
beauty. The history and the 
names of the mountains were 
compiled by our Khmer ances-
tors as tales passed from one 
generation to another.

 “as a kid, I used to read and 
fantasise about seeing those 
scenes fresh in my eyes, and 
they stuck in my head.

“as I travelled through the 
highland provinces, I came 
across those mountain views, 
but some of the mountains 
along the road were quietly 
being excavated and dug up,” 
the 27-year-old rangsey says. 

Without further explanation, 
rangsey says he would love to 
just present his pictures and 
leave the rest of the message 
for the audience to contem-
plate for themselves.

Adaptation? is the title and 
theme for the exhibition of 
photographs from the students 
of the Sa Sa art Projects Con-
temporary and Documentary 
Photography class of 2020. 

Students taking the three-
month class got a chance to 
explore the possibilities of 
photography and beyond 
learning to use critical think-
ing in their understanding of 
visual arts.

The Contemporary and Doc-
umentary Photography class is 
a part of Sa Sa art Projects’ edu-
cation programme that sup-
ports young artists in develop-
ing their emerging artistic 
voices through photography.

Sixty-eight photographs taken 
by nine students will display in 
the exhibition, with each stu-
dent providing six to 12 photos. 

Organiser and instructor 
Lim Sokchanlina explains how 
they came up with the theme: 
“We didn’t randomly select the 
theme. as we gathered the work 
of the students, there were sub-

jects ranging from personal 
experiences to documenting 
nature and environmental 
issues, social structures, urban-
isation, human connection 
and finding identity.

“as we discussed all those 
topics, we asked how people 
would respond to these pres-
sures or learn to live with them 

and that is where the adapta-
tion comes in. We all agreed 
that ‘adaptation’ would be a 
perfectly suitable theme,” he 
says. 

Kheng Soknet, known as 
Sokleap, from Kampong Cham 
province, is another of the 
nine students from the class 
with photos in the exhibition. 

He is interested in the environ-
ment and photography. He 
uses photos to express his 
views on current issues such 
as conflicts between humans 
and the environment.

Through his art, he hopes to 
be able to play a role in remind-
ing people to protect the envi-
ronment and reform bad hab-

its such as littering everywhere 
without any thought or con-
sideration for others.

Sokleap’s work in the exhibi-
tion follows this theme and 
shows sunlight reflecting off 
different pieces of rubbish or 
litter in eight different photos 
he calls Galaxy Pollution. 

“My family lives along the 
Mekong river near the lake. I 
always love to look at the water. 
It’s an absolutely stunning view 
to see sparkling reflections 
from the sun on the water.

“The rubbish has just been 
thrown in [the water] irrespon-
sibly and people must begin to 
realise that the little things 
that we throw away can cause 
great damage to the water and 
the environment.

“That was why I decided to 
use Galaxy Pollution as my 
theme. Through this work I 
hope to deliver a message that 
wakes people up and gets 
them to cooperate to save our 
motherland, the planet and 
the universe as a whole from 
the destruction caused by pol-
lution,” Sokleap says. 

Sokchanlina says that upon 
seeing his students’ work he 
was impressed by how creative 

each student was in the execu-
tion of each of their individual 
projects with just one and a 
half months to work after the 
three-month class. 

as their teacher, Sokchanlina 
says no student is more or less 
remarkable – each student 
shows great aptitude in their 
own way and has a different 
purpose and message.

all of his students’ works are 
creative, he says. “It all depends 
on what speaks to the viewer 
personally.”

He can see the great efforts 
they’ve made to create such 
high quality work for the exhi-
bition since most of them also 
have full time jobs. 

“from one generation to the 
next, my students never fail to 
amaze me with their fresh con-
cepts and their natural exper-
tise with photography. The 
same goes for this third class 
doing the exhibition, they are 
doing a fantastic job,” he says.

frankly speaking, Sokchan-
lina says he’s never sure how 
much the students get out of 
the lessons in class but then he 
is reassured when sees them 
improve significantly from 
their first day through to these 
exhibition projects.

One student told him that the 
more he’s learned, the harder it 
is to achieve even one satisfac-
tory shot because his personal 
standards for his own work have 
risen along with his under-
standing of the art form.

Students who take the class 
learn to be more appreciative 
of photographers and respect-
ful of the career itself as they 
come to understand that tak-
ing a great picture is never as 
easy as it might seem.

In this exhibition, Sokchanli-
na says, the purpose is to show-
case the brilliant works of the 
graduating students, but if any 
visitors to the exhibition admire 
any of the photos and want to 
hang them on their own walls, 
they are always welcome to 
make an offer to purchase them. 
The average price will probably 
be around $250 for each print. 

Sokchanlina’s ultimate mes-
sage to his students is that 
“becoming a great profession-
al photographer requires more 
than just snapping pictures. It 
requires a deeper knowledge 
and a general understanding of 
life itself”.

and his ultimate message to 
the rest of us?

“One last thing – I hope 
many people will come to sup-
port this exhibition of young 
photographers and see their 
artwork as this would be a 
great source of encourage-
ment to all of these photogra-
phers to keep going,” he says.

for further information, 
visit Sa Sa art Projects face-
book page: @sasaartprojects 
or their website: https://www.
sasaart.info/

Kheng Soknet with his photo series for the exhibition titled Galaxy Pollution. Hean Rangsey

Hean Rangsey and photos of mountains he took for the show. Hean Rangsey Lim Sokchanlina ensures that the photos are level. Hean Rangsey

Sokchanlina and an assistant work on the display of photos for the exhibition. Hean Rangsey



The Malaysian Business Chamber of Cambodia (MBCC) on January 29 held a networking event at the Sun 
and Moon Hotel’s Cloud 9 Sky Bar in the capital. Malaysian Ambassador to Cambodia HE Eldeen Husaini 
Mohd Hashim, diplomats from the embassy and some 20 MBCC members attended the gathering. The 
ambassador said the embassy will continue to extend assistance to Malaysians and Cambodians at all times, 
especially during the Covid-19 pandemic, with travel restrictions in place in both countries. 

MBCC networking at Sun and Moon Hotel
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Beg your pardon ...”
  5 Type of horse
  9 Bars of music?
 14 Roll along the runway
 15 Prosperity
 16 Out of shape
 17 Bit of basketwork
 18 Hairstylist’s question?
 20 Breathing disorder
 22 It’s disagreeable to the nose
 23 Follow a pattern, in a way
 24 Put on Broadway again
 26 Quarter note part
 28 ___ Rock (Aussie landmark)
 30 One who might yell “Sell!”
 34 Hispanic jazz
 37 Short-tailed rodent
 39 Coupling device on the farm
 40 Declare
 41 Word with “Asia” or “Ursa”
 42 Menacing March day
 43 Kelly or Hackman
 44 Use the delete key, e.g.
 45 Haunting presence
 46 End to a bully’s threat
 48 Happen as a result

 50 Part of an eyelid
 52 Shore-dinner tidbit
 56 Sum (Abbr.)
 59 ___ Bator, Mongolia
 61 The “E” of H.R.E.
 62 Long-winded one’s query
 65 Some pros
 66 Criminals’ slang, e.g.
 67 Outfit
 68 Hang ___ (not let go of)
 69 Shows signs of age
 70 Snigglers’ wrigglers
 71 Avails oneself of
DOWN
  1 Perfume essence
  2 Anchor line’s hole
  3 Freeway features
  4 “I don’t see why not”
  5 Treatment plant input
  6 Bali ___ (“South Pacific” song)
  7 Former Winter Olympics site
  8 Fuses by heat
  9 WWII dictator’s title
 10 Genetic info carrier
 11 Juvenile salamanders
 12 It can be crimson or high
 13 Put in the overhead rack

 19 Sway as if to fall
 21 Ancient Yucatan native
 25 Watergate figure Sam
 27 Bank teller’s opening line
 29 Observation balloon
 31 Dumbbell of a bird
 32 Barely manages (with “out”)
 33 The part that is left
 34 Pudding ingredient
 35 Say without a doubt
 36 ____ Ranger
 38 Birds on Golden Pond
 41 Breakfast cereal
 45 U.S. island territory
 47 Rapids in some rivers
 49 Chanel products
 51 Dutch government seat (with “The”)
 53 Encumbrances
 54 Be eloquent, in a way
 55 Cancun cabbage
 56 Old Russian bigwig (Var.)
 57 ___ traffic
 58 Barrel staves
 60 “___ on, two out”
 63 Sodom refugee
 64 Crankcase fluid

“POSSIBILITIES” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Vienna students find 
lockdown haven in 
shuttered coffee shops
T

he interior of central 
Vienna’s Cafe Muse-
um is much quieter 
than usual given its 

closure as part of the coro-
navirus lockdown – but the 
calm is all the more welcome 
for the students now nestling 
in its comfy red booths.

With only the gentle strains 
of some jazz music intruding 
on the studious atmosphere, 
the cafe is one of several ven-
ues participating in a scheme 
run by the city administration 
to give school and university 
students somewhere quiet to 
work and escape the monot-
ony of lockdown life.

The students are given time 
slots to use designated spaces 
dubbed “Lerntische” (Learn-
ing Tables) in the cafes, whose 
doors have otherwise been 
shut since November 3.

Cafe Museum, part of Vi-
enna’s iconic cafe culture since 
1899, is not allowed to serve its 
new visitors any food or drink.

But a bottle of water, small 
snacks and an internet con-
nection are provided.

Savanka Schwarz, a 23-
year-old political science stu-
dent, is one of those taking 
up the opportunity to work in 

the cafe’s stylish interior after 
months of distance learning 
at home.

“There atmosphere makes 
a nice change, there’s lots of 
space and it’s very pleasant,” 
she says, masked up and 
hands freshly disinfected.

“It’s good to have one place 
where you live and one place 
where you can work,” she 
says, adding that the calm 
atmosphere of the cafe is a 
welcome change from her 
flatshare.

“here I can close my laptop, 
go home and I’m done,” she 
adds.

‘No barriers’
even though Austria plans 

to ease some of its coronavi-
rus restrictions starting from 
February 8, cafes and restau-
rants will remain closed for 
the time being.

One of Cafe Museum’s own-
ers, Irmgard Querfeld, says 
she is “very happy” to wel-
come the students and that 
it was also “an investment in 
the future” if students keep 
coming back after the pan-
demic.

“It’s important that the 
space is still given a purpose 

despite the lockdown, that it 
can be of use,” she says.

The “learning tables” are re-
served online, with numbers 
limited to make sure distanc-
ing can be respected.

Visitors younger than 15 
have to be accompanied.

“Principally, it’s meant for 
those who don’t have room or 
peace at home, or don’t have 
Wi-Fi,” says Vienna’s education 
director, heinrich himmer.

“But there are no barriers to 
access,” he adds.

he says the scheme has 
been enthusiastically taken 
up, with more than a thou-
sand bookings for the “learn-
ing cafes”.

As part of the scheme, hotel 
rooms are also available as 
working spaces.

And himmer, like Querfeld, 
hopes the scheme might have 
effects even once the pan-
demic is over.

“Many Viennese writers used 
cafes to write their books or as 
their living rooms,” he says.

“Perhaps young people will 
get to know parts of the city 
which they wouldn’t have 
otherwise and which they can 
return to even after the lock-
down.” AFP 

Vienna’s education director Heinrich Himmer (left) and owner of the Cafe Museum Irmgard Querfeld pose in 
the Cafe Museum in the Austrian capital on February 1. AFP

Viennese students are given time slots to use designated spaces dubbed ‘Lerntische’ (Learning Tables) in 
participating cafes, whose doors have otherwise been shut since November 3. AFP

Lifestyle
14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  FeBruAry  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Scotland coach Gregor townsend 
said his side had got a “monkey off 
our backs” after ending their 38-year 
wait for a win at twickenham with 
an 11-6 victory over reigning cham-
pions england in the teams’ Six na-
tions opener on february 6.

none of the current squad were 
born when Scotland triumphed 
22-12 at twickenham in 1983, with 
townsend himself then only nine 
years old at a time when Margaret 

thatcher was british Prime Minister 
and Michael Jackson was no 1 in the 
uK charts with Billie Jean.

but all that history was put to one 
side in a rainswept match where 
Scotland dominated the set-piece, 
besting england at the scrum and 
line-out, while fly-half finn russell 
and skipper Stuart Hogg expertly di-
rected play behind their pack.

Scotland wing duhan van der Mer-
we struck in the 30th minute to score 

the only try of the match, with both 
russell and england captain owen 
farrell landing two penalties apiece in 
a match where the final scoreline did 
not reflect the visitors’ superiority.

“I came down here a number 
of times as a player and then as a 
coach and hadn’t come away with 
anything,” former Scotland fly-half 
townsend told reporters.

“So this result is definitely up there 
with the best ever results in our his-
tory, and certainly myself in my 
coaching career.

“today the players were outstand-
ing in really tricky conditions.”

the match marked the 150th an-
niversary of rugby’s oldest interna-
tional fixture.

Scotland have shown signs of prog-
ress since their group-stage exit at the 
2019 World cup in Japan, with october 
seeing them win in Wales for the first 
time in 18 years – a match, like febru-
ary 6’s fixture, played behind closed 
doors because of the coronavirus.

“We had moments before and after 
the World cup, and that’s how we’ve 
been shaped as a group of players 
and coaches,” said townsend.

and not even the sin-binning of rus-
sell shortly before half-time disrupted 
Scotland’s game on february 6.

“It was so good to see the players 

play so well in the period of finn 
russell’s yellow card, and we won 
that 10 minutes 3-0,” said townsend, 
with a home clash against Wales next 
up for his developing team.

“It [beating england at twickenham] 
is definitely a monkey off our backs.”

Meanwhile, an elated Hogg said: 
“during the week we said that if we 
got everything right on both sides of 
the ball we’d give ourselves a chance.

“and we did exactly that.”

‘Off the pace’
england coach eddie Jones admitted: 

“We just couldn’t find a way to get into 
the game . . . We just seemed to be off 
the pace and I have to blame myself, we 
didn’t prepare the team well enough.”

one consolation for england is that 
next week they are at home to peren-
nial strugglers Italy.

the azzurri, thrashed 50-10 by 
france in rome earlier on february 
6, their 28th consecutive Six nations 
defeat, have yet to beat england.

Jones, however, said: “you never 
atone for a game like this. this stays 
with you for a long time.

“but the most important thing is 
that we get together and we find a 
way to improve our performance 
and play like england do against It-
aly next week.” AFP

evergreen ronaldo lifts Juventus to 
third in Serie a, napoli sink in Genoa

Scotland ends 38-year wait at twickenham

former boxing 
heavyweight 
champ leon 
Spinks dead

e
verGreen striker cristia-
no ronaldo scored the day 
after turning 36 as Juventus 
overtook roma to go third 

in Serie a on february 6 with a 2-0 
win over the capital side as napoli 
slumped in Genoa.

Juventus move five points be-
hind leaders Inter Milan, who beat 
fiorentina 2-0 on february 5, with a 
game in hand.

Second-placed ac Milan are one 
point off top spot before hosting 
struggling crotone on february 7.

napoli missed the chance to pull 
level on points with roma, falling to 
their second defeat in three league 
games, 2-1 against resurgent Genoa.

ronaldo put Juventus ahead on 13 
minutes with his 16th league goal of 
the campaign to extend his lead as 
Serie a’s top scorer this term ahead 
of Inter’s romelu lukaku.

the Portuguese striker, who scored 
a double in the Italian cup in mid-
week against Inter, ended his three-
match league run without a goal.

the five-time ballon d’or winner 
missed other chances as he was de-
nied by the crossbar in the 23rd min-
ute and roma goalkeeper Pau lopez 
seven minutes before the break.

Juventus’ second goal came 20 
minutes from time when roger 
Ibanez turned into his own net while 
trying to stop ronaldo getting to a 
dejan Kulusevski cross.

“We’d prepared for this sort of 
game,” said coach andrea Pirlo, 
whose side drew 2-2 with roma the 
last time the teams met.

“In the reverse fixture, roma em-
ployed the same tactic against us 
and this time we wanted to turn the 
game on its head tactically.

“Morale is high. defensively we’re 
strong and we’re more alert than we 
were before.”

Pirlo has settled into his role as Ju-
ventus boss after a stuttering start to 
the campaign, with six wins in seven 
league games in 2021.

“you learn from matches and de-
feats. you learn something from ev-

ery game, especially as it’s so tacti-
cal in Italy and you can’t play every 
game the same way,” said the former 
Italian World cup winner.

ronaldo later tweeted: “Happy to 
score and help the team against a 
tough opponent! 3 important points!”

Meanwhile, Paulo fonseca’s roma 
have still not beaten any of the other 
top eight teams this season.

former captain edin dzeko returned 
after being sidelined following a falling 
out with fonseca, but the bosnian’s 
presence did not lift his side.

roma are two points behind Ju-
ventus in fourth, having played one 
game more than the turin giants.

“We had more shots on goal [14 to 
3], more corners [9 to 2], but it’s the 
team that scores goals that wins,” 
said fonseca.

“a player like ronaldo makes the 
difference. that’s why he’s the best 

in the world,” he added of his fellow 
Portuguese.

Genoa punish Napoli
In Genoa, Goran Pandev scored 

twice against his former club, having 
lost 6-0 in the reverse fixture.

napoli were struggling without de-
fensive duo Kalidou Koulibaly and 
faouzi Ghoulam, who tested positive 
for coronavirus, with forward dries 
Mertens out injured.

Milan badelj teed up Pandev for 
the opener after 11 minutes, getting 
the second off a Miha Zajc cross 15 
minutes later.

Matteo Politano pulled a goal back 
with 11 minutes to go.

Genoa move up to 11th, having been 
19th after 13 games in late december 
when davide ballardini returned as coach.

“the coach has given us a lot, se-
renity and confidence,” said Pandev.

“for us these are three very important 
points because we are not safe yet.”

napoli boss Gennaro Gattuso lament-
ed a missed opportunity before next 
week’s game at home against Juventus.

“there is a lot of regret, this year we 
are conceding many goals which are 
identical and this hurts us.”

atalanta let slip a three-goal lead after 
20 minutes to draw 3-3 at home by torino.

Josip Ilicic, robin Gosens and luis 
Muriel put the bergamo side in control.

but torino captain andrea belotti 
pulled a goal back three minutes before 
the break, sending in the rebound after 
missing a penalty, with bremer getting 
a second in first-half added time.

federico bonazzoli headed in the 
equaliser six minutes from time.

It was a third draw in three games 
for new torino coach davide nicola 
with the club 17th, one point above 
the relegation zone. AFP

forMer world heavyweight box-
ing champion leon Spinks, who 
took the crown from Muhammad 
ali in 1978 before losing a rematch, 
died on february 5, according to 
his publicists. He was 67.

Spinks had been hospitalised 
in december at las vegas before 
losing a five-year battle with can-
cer with his wife, brenda Spinks, 
at his side, according to a state-
ment from the firm Pr to las ve-
gas television station Kvvu.

“His final fight was fought with 
the same skill, grace and grit that 
had carried him through so many 
lifetime challenges,” the state-
ment said.

“leon fought his battle with nu-
merous illnesses resiliently, never 
losing his trademark smile. Show-
ing true Spinks determination, he 
never threw in the towel.”

Spinks finished his career 26-17 
with three draws and 14 knock-
outs, but struggled to try and re-
capture the fame that came early 
in his career in one of the most 
shocking upsets in boxing history.

With a trademark gap-toothed 
grin, Spinks fought his way to 
olympic gold in 1976 as a uS light 
heavyweight in Montreal and 
turned professional six months 
later at age 23.

after only eight professional 
fights, seven wins and a draw, 
Spinks was sent into the ring 
against iconic ali on february 15, 
1978 at the las vegas Hilton.

Spinks captured a 15-round split 
decision over a 36-year-old ali, 
who lost world crowns in the ring 
for the only time in his career, fall-
ing to 55-3 as Spinks claimed the 
heavyweight title in the shortest 
time of any fighter in history, only 
13 months after his pro debut.

It would be the greatest mo-
ment of his career.

Seven months later, in a re-
match before 70,000 at the Super-
dome in new orleans, a fit and 
formidable ali won a unanimous 
15-round decision in what would 
be the final victory of his legend-
ary career, making ali the first 
three-time champion in heavy-
weight history.

Spinks had been stripped of the 
World boxing council crown for 
taking the rematch with ali rather 
than face mandatory challenger 
Ken norton, so the second fight 
was only for the World boxing as-
sociation title.

Spinks lost his next fight as 
well but earned another shot at 
the crown in 1981 against larry 
Holmes only to be stopped in the 
third round.

It took nearly five years for 
Spinks to gain another chance at 
a world crown but he fought for 
the Wbc cruiserweight title in 
1986, stopped in the sixth round 
by dwight Muhammad Qawi.

that began a run where he man-
aged only one win and one draw 
in 10 fights. He lost five of his final 
eight fights before retiring in 1995.

Spinks’ son, cory, was an un-
disputed welterweight champion 
from 2003-2005 and had brief ju-
nior middleweight reigns in 2007 
and 2009.

Spinks’ younger brother Mi-
chael was a 1976 olympic mid-
dleweight champion who was 
the undisputed light heavyweight 
champion from 1983-1985 and 
a heavyweight champion from 
1985-1986. AFP

Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo challenges Roma’s Albanian defender Marash Kumbulla (right) during the Italian 
Serie A football match between Juventus and AS Roma on Saturday in Turin. AFP

Scotland’s wing Sean Maitland avoids a tackle during the Six Nations rugby union match 
between England and Scotland at Twickenham Stadium on Saturday. AFP
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Man utd twice blow lead in everton draw
M

anchester united 
missed out on a share 
of top spot in the Pre-
mier League after twice 

throwing away leads in a 3-3 draw 
with everton, while arsenal’s top-
four chances are fading fast follow-
ing a 1-0 defeat at aston Villa on 
february 6.

united looked set to move level 
on points with leaders Manchester 
city until Dominic calvert-Lewin 
snatched a point for everton in the 
95th minute at Old trafford.

Ole Gunnar solskjaer’s men con-
tinued their goalscoring form from 
a 9-0 thrashing of southampton in 
midweek as edinson cavani’s header 
and a sumptuous lob from bruno 
fernandes gave them a 2-0 half-time 
lead.

but the defensive problems that 
have blighted united’s chances of a 
first league title in eight years were 
exploited by carlo ancelotti’s men 
after half-time.

“Going forward, we were very 
good, but we need to stop conced-
ing easy goals,” said solskjaer, who 
claimed expectations of a title chal-
lenge were asking too much of a 
side that finished 33 points behind 
champions Liverpool last season.

“We’re not talking about winning 
titles,” added the norwegian. “this 
team has come a long way.”

two goals in seven minutes from 
abdoulaye Doucoure and James 
rodriguez early in the second-half 
brought everton level.

scott Mctominay’s header restored 
the red Devils’ lead 20 minutes from 
time, but they could not hold on as 
calvert-Lewin slotted home after a 
hopeful free-kick into the box with 
virtually the last kick of the game.

a point aids everton’s bid for 
champions League qualification as 

they close to within three points of 
fourth-placed Liverpool, who host 
city on february 7.

Villa dream
arsenal’s hopes of a top-four fin-

ish are receding as they remain in 
10th after a second defeat to Villa 
this season.

the Gunners fell behind after just 
74 seconds to Ollie Watkins’s deflect-
ed shot and were unable to muster a 

convincing response.
Villa, on the other hand, can dream 

of making the champions League as 
they climb to eighth, five points off 
fourth with a game in hand.

the closest Mikel arteta’s men 
came to a response was a stunning 
save from former arsenal ‘keeper 
emiliano Martinez to turn Granit 
Xhaka’s free-kick behind.

“In the Premier League when you 
give a goal to the opponent – and we 

gave them another three opportu-
nities to be fair, just giving them to 
them – and then you are not ruth-
less in the opponent’s box, you don’t 
win games,” said a frustrated arteta.

‘Embarrassing’ Soucek red
West ham remain fifth, but did little 

to aid their chances of a top-four finish 
with a 0-0 draw at struggling fulham.

scott Parker’s fulham are still 
without a win in 12 games, but could 

easily have shaded a game of few 
clear-cut chances when ademola 
Lookman’s free-kick flew just wide.

however, the result was overshad-
owed by a controversial refereeing 
decision by Mike Dean deep into 
stoppage time when West ham’s 
tomas soucek was sent-off after a 
Var review for an unintentional 
clash with aleksandar Mitrovic.

“I’m actually quite embarrassed 
for Mike that he would have made 
that decision,” said West ham boss 
David Moyes.

fulham are still eight points adrift 
of safety after burnley came from 
behind to earn a 1-1 draw against 
brighton.

Johann berg Gudmundsson’s equ-
aliser made amends for an earlier 
mistake when he let Lewis Dunk’s 
header squeeze past him on the line 
for brighton’s opener.

a six-game unbeaten run has al-
lowed brighton to open up a 10-
point gap on the bottom three.

newcastle also pulled clear of the 
drop zone with a thrilling 3-2 win at 
st James’ Park to ease the pressure 
on beleaguered boss steve bruce.

southampton got off to another 
nightmare start as Joe Willock struck 
on his newcastle debut before two 
goals from Miguel almiron, either 
side of takumi Minamino’s reply for 
the saints, put the Magpies 3-1 up.

a fine James Ward-Prowse free-
kick dragged the visitors back into it 
and southampton should have taken 
advantage after Jeff hendrick’s red 
card and fabian schar’s premature 
departure through injury – which 
left newcastle down to nine as they 
had used all their substitutes.

but newcastle held on to claim just 
their second win in 14 attempts in all 
competitions as they moved 10 points 
clear of the relegation zone. AFP

not-so-happy slam: delayed australian Open set to start
the australian Open is known 
as the “happy slam” for its con-
vivial atmosphere but the coro-
navirus has cast dark clouds 
over this year’s build-up and 
could cause more chaos during 
the next fortnight.

the on-court focus is familiar: 
novak Djokovic is going for a 
record-extending ninth title and 
serena Williams will attempt to 
match Margaret court’s all-time 
mark of 24 Grand slam singles 
trophies when the action starts 
on february 8.

but in other respects, it will 
be an australian Open like no 
other, with attendances 
reduced by half and social dis-
tancing, mandatory mask-
wearing and sanitising stations 
around Melbourne Park.

even diminished crowds will 
be a welcome sight for Grand 
slam tennis fans, after last year’s 
Wimbledon was cancelled, the 
us Open took place behind 
closed doors and spectator 
numbers were severely restricted 
at the delayed french Open.

aggressive travel restrictions 
and lockdowns have made 
australia virtually virus-free, 
allowing it to be one of the few 
countries around the world 

where fans can attend live 
sporting events.

however, officials will be wary 
of further problems from covid-
19, which ruined the tourna-
ment’s run-up and caused 
grumbling from players and 
Melbourne residents alike.

the year’s first Grand slam is 
starting three weeks late, which 
has allowed players to com-
plete australia’s 14-day quaran-
tine and take part in a hectic 
week of warm-up tournaments 
at Melbourne Park.

Preparations were thrown 

into fresh chaos on february 3, 
when a coronavirus case – the 
city’s first locally acquired infec-
tion in 28 days – forced a sus-
pension of play as hundreds of 
players and officials were tested. 
all results came back negative.

tournament director craig 

tiley, who has faced complaints 
from players over quarantine, 
and public anger over the cov-
id risk of flying in competitors 
and officials from abroad, said 
he was prepared to order a fur-
ther halt if necessary.

“If we have to go through this 
again, we’ll go through this 
again,” he warned.

the helter-skelter lead-in 
took another twist when the 
february 7 final of the Wta 
Grampians trophy, one of six 
warm-up tournaments this 
week at Melbourne Park, was 
cancelled due to lack of time.

Younger generation
the tournament has under-

lined the complexity of organis-
ing international sport during the 
pandemic, as Japanese officials 
wrestle with holding the tokyo 
Olympics safely later this year.

but barring any more corona-
virus problems, us Open cham-
pion naomi Osaka of Japan will 
open the tournament in the first 
match on rod Laver arena Mon-
day morning against russia’s 
anastasia Pavlyuchenkova.

Djokovic’s main rival shapes 
as his old sparring partner 
rafael nadal, who is gunning to 

take sole ownership of the all-
time Grand slams record with 
his 21st title – outstripping the 
injury-sidelined roger federer.

however, spain’s nadal has 
been nursing a sore back which 
prevented him playing in last 
week’s atP cup, and with his only 
australian Open win now 12 
years ago, it could be time for the 
younger generation to step up.

austria’s Dominic thiem 
came close in last year’s five-
set final against Djokovic, and 
is riding high after breaking 
through for his first major title 
at the us Open.

Daniil Medvedev, who led 
russia to their maiden atP cup 
triumph on february 7, and 
Germany’s alexander Zverev 
are also leading contenders for 
a first Grand slam win, after 
both reached major finals in 
the last two years.

Osaka, 23, is the leading 
women’s prospect and the draw 
means she could face Williams, 
39, in the semi-final. Williams 
has given birth to a daughter 
and lost four Grand slam finals 
since her 2017 win – while preg-
nant – in Melbourne left her on 
23 major trophies, one short of 
court’s record. AFP

Manchester United’s defender Aaron Wan-Bissaka (left) challenges Everton’s striker Richarlison during the English Premier 
League football match at Old Trafford on Sunday. POOL/AFP

Rafael Nadal hits a return during a training session in John Cain Arena at Melbourne Park on Saturday in 
preparation for the Australian Open. TENNIS AUSTRALIA/AFP
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