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BattamBang provincial 
police chief Sat Kimsan said on 
February 15 that he has indef-
initely suspended Kamrieng 
district police chief Kim Pon-
lork from his position amid a 
probe for allegedly releasing a 
broker who brought Cambo-
dian migrants into thailand 
illegally.

Kimsan said that during 
the suspension, Ponlork must 
be present at the staff office 
during working hours to 
answer questions pertaining 
to the investigation.

Prime minister Hun Sen 
ordered forces along the bor-
ders to stop all unauthorised 
cross-border traffic and 
ensure that anyone returning 
from thailand follows quar-
antine rules.

Officers at the border must 
interview all people caught try-
ing to cross without permission 
in order to identify informal 
sites that people use to cross 
into Cambodia and skirt quar-
antine protocols.

“I ordered Battambang  
authorities and national Police 
to arrest the broker, but he was 
released. this could lead to the 
firing of any officials who are 
found to have violated any 
measures for combating 
human trafficking,” he said.

Hun Sen noted that most 
returning migrants had under-
gone and already completed 
quarantine procedures.

“While most are quaran-
tined properly, some have 
avoided the quarantine cen-
tres entirely. these laws must 
be enforced, and there must 
be serious consequences for 
ringleaders who bring people 
across the borders without 
being quarantined,” he said.

“Please arrest anyone 
involved with bringing people 
across the borders illegally. 
Bring them to justice and 
educate them so that they 
stop doing it,” he added. 

Battambang provincial 
governor nguon Ratanak 
said he acted on Hun Sen’s 
orders by having meetings 
with officials at all levels to 
discuss how to better enforce 
the quarantine measures. 

“We have worked hard on 
the matter from the begin-
ning. So far, we have arrested 
brokers who brought workers 
from thailand illegally and 
sent them to court to face 
charges and time in prison,” 
he said.

ngO adhoc’s officer in Bat-
tambang Yin mengly said if 
Ponlork colluded to release the 
broker, what might seem like 
a relatively small matter could 
actually affect everyone.

“If migrant workers with 
Covid-19 return without 
quarantine, the virus could 
spread everywhere. It would 
affect the economies of the 
provinces across the whole 
country and everyone’s liveli-
hoods,” he said.

Mom Kunthear

P
RImE minister Hun Sen has 
ordered the ministry of 
Health, ministry of Justice 
and his Legal Council to pre-

pare amendments to Sub-Decree 
number 129 concerning health meas-
ures to prevent and respond to inter-
national outbreaks of disease at bor-
der checkpoints. among the revisions 

will be increased fines for violators.
In a voice message sent on Febru-

ary 15, Hun Sen instructed national 
leaders as well as capital and pro-
vincial governors to improve mea-
sures for preventing the spread of 
infectious diseases.

Hun Sen ordered the imposition of 
strict penalties for returning migrant 
workers who attempt to avoid the 
mandatory 14-day quarantine be-

cause of the serious risk of transmit-
ting Covid-19 into the community.

“I would like to request that the 
health ministry and local authori-
ties implement article 8 of the sub-
decree regarding fines for those who 
evade quarantine. Paying a fine is a 
very slight punishment compared 
to the consequences to society if 
infection spreads, but we are always 
forgiving,” he said.

Hun Sen asked minister of Jus-
tice Koeut Rith and minister of 
Health mam Bun Heng to discuss 
amending article 8 of Chapter 5 to 
increase fines to a level that is high 
enough to deter violations.

Enacted in September 2015, the 
article stipulates that any passenger 
or transport operator who evades or 
fails to cooperate with quarantine 
officials, inspections or the imple-

mentation of other health measures 
and procedures shall be subject to 
a fine of 200,000 to one million riel 
($50 to $250) depending on the se-
verity of the offence.

Violators may also be subject to li-
abilities in accordance with criminal 
laws. anyone providing fake health-
related documents, for example,

Fines mulled for health breaches
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Local police chief 
suspended amid 
migrant-broker row

tHaILanD’S economy suffered 
its worst full-year performance 
in more than two decades, data 
showed on February 15, with 
officials citing the toll of a gutted 
tourism industry and ongoing 
political upheaval.

Last year’s 6.1 per cent con-
traction was the worst since a 7.6 
per cent decline during the asian 
financial crisis in 1997 and offi-
cials downgraded their 2021 

growth forecast to 2.5-3.5 from a 
previous estimate of 3.5-4.5 per 
cent – despite a slight improve-
ment in the fourth quarter.

“It has rebounded from the 
previous quarter due to the gov-
ernment’s stimulus package that 
boosted spending,” Office of the 
national Economic and Social 
Development Council (nESDC) 
secretary-general Danucha 
Pichayanan said. 

although the kingdom was 
largely spared the worst of the 
virus, pandemic-spurred par-
tial lockdowns have hit the 
economy hard.

thailand has logged over 
24,500 Covid cases, with a jump 
of about 20,000 infections since 
late last year, after a second wave 
that stemmed from the country’s 
largest seafood market.

Some 40 million tourists had 

been expected to arrive in 2020, 
but as international travel ground 
to a trickle, their absence ham-
mered the country’s services sec-
tor, bruising entertainment, 
retail, hotels and restaurants.

In response to the pandemic 
slump, the government imple-
mented a record, 1.9 trillion 
baht ($59.7 billion) stimulus 
package, cash handouts and 
tax incentives. AFP

thailand economy shrinks most since 1997

swept away
at least 10 people have died and nine are missing after a landslide caused by torrential rains destroyed several homes in Nganjuk, east Java, 
Indonesia, officials said Monday, with hundreds forced to flee their flooded homes. INDONESIAN NATIONAL BOARD FOR DISASTER MANAGEMENT (BNPB)/AFP
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Long Kimmarita

MINISTer of Interior Sar Kheng an-
nounced an initiative to reform the 
National Police on account of illit-
eracy among some officers and reit-
erated a call for local authorities to 
provide quality public services.

Sar Keng made the remarks as he 
met with underwater explosive ord-
nance disposal forces on february 
12 in Meanchey commune’s Veal vil-
lage of Kampong Cham province’s 
Srei Santhor district.

“We are preparing for further re-
forms to the National Police force. 
There are a great many matters to 
address, and previously, we have 
introduced several reforms. I once 
said there have never been illiter-
ate police in the world, but we have 
some,” he said.

Sar Kheng attributed the pres-
ence of illiterate officers in the po-
lice force to the Kingdom’s recent 
history of war, explaining that the 
need for officers to carry out the 
work at the time took priority over 
credentials.

“During wartime, where would 
we go to look for recruits who fin-
ished high school to act as the po-
lice? but now it’s different. If officers 
don’t even know how to read, how 
can they record cases when people 
come to complain?” he said.

Sar Kheng said there were cur-
rently nearly 4,000 illiterate police 
officers across the country. They 
have been allowed to continue 
their work until retirement, but 
new officers must be able to read 
proficiently and must have under-
gone police training as prerequi-
sites for joining the force.

He took the occasion to call on 
local-level police and public offi-
cials to realise that they are the gov-
ernment’s frontline representatives 
responsible for providing quality 
service to the public.

“If these officials do not perform 
well, it reflects on the government. 
It will be said that the government 
can do nothing. This problem leads 
people to insult the prime minister 
and other ministers. In fact, it is vil-
lage clerks and chiefs whose perfor-
mance was inadequate.

“Therefore, we urge them to pro-
vide a good public service to the 
people including building roads, 
schools and hospitals and digging 
wells. They also must address prob-
lems relating to water, electricity 
and other issues that concern the 
people,” Sar Kheng said.

He said the ministry had success-
fully implemented the safe village-
commune policy over the past 10 
years, and the government would 
incorporate it into national policy 
with the goal of achieving seven 
key reforms.

affiliated Network for Social ac-
countability executive director San 
Chey told The Post on february 15 
that the issue of illiterate police of-
ficers was a relatively minor matter. 
He said the government could post 
specialists in each administration to 
ensure administrative services meet 
the needs of the public.

“We acknowledge that this is a 
difficulty. When people need ser-
vices involving identity cards, they 
go to a police administration post. 
If the officers on duty are illiterate 
or cannot perform the administra-
tive work, it is a disservice to the 
public which wastes their time and 
money,” he said.

Police plan
campaign to
end illiteracy
in their ranks

Holiday roads take deadly toll 
Nov Sivutha

a
T LeaST 21 people died 
and 76 were injured in 49 
road accidents that took 
place across the country 

over the four-day Lunar New year 
festivities from february 11-14.  

This was a drop in the total number 
of accidents compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

The causes of the accidents includ-
ed speeding; ignoring the right-of-
way rules; overtaking and attempting 
to make turns under dangerous con-
ditions; falling asleep and using mo-
bile phones at the wheel; and driving 
under the influence of alcohol.  

Him yan, deputy National Police 
chief and secretary-general of the 
National road Safety Committee, 
told The Post on february 15 that 
compared to the same period last 
year, the number of traffic accidents 
had dropped, resulting in the num-
ber of deaths dropping by 19 and the 
number of injuries dropping by four. 

“Overall, things improved this 
year. first, our police have worked 
hard to direct the flow of traffic. Sec-
ond, they made prior preparations 
by spreading the word to people 
about road safety while travelling. 
The majority of people have been 
respecting the traffic laws, so road 
conditions have improved,” he said.

He continued that last year au-
thorities had tried to tighten enforce-
ment of the laws and made enforcing 
the speed limit a priority, leading to 
a significant drop in accidents com-
pared to the previous year. Traffic 
accidents for the year were down by 

nearly 1,000 with 335 fewer deaths 
and 1,445 fewer injuries. 

yan explained that this year the 
authorities intend to continue to 
tighten enforcement further so that 
drivers will learn to respect the road 
traffic laws and that by doing this 
they hope to keep the number of ac-
cidents to a minimum.

Traffic accident expert Kong ratanak 
said road accidents in Cambodia re-
mained a widespread problem. but he 
agreed that the report yan discussed 

showed some signs of improvement. 
as a traffic monitor, ratanak said 

he acknowledged that the number 
of traffic accidents had dropped but 
he was still concerned with the con-
tinued loss of lives on a daily basis, 
as reported by the National Police.

“Personally, I want to see this prob-
lem solved. We have to identify its root 
causes clearly. Of course, this problem 
is not only happening in Cambodia but 
all throughout the world. Developed 
countries also experience frequent 

traffic accidents but the overall num-
ber of the accidents in the developed 
countries is lower than in developing 
countries like Cambodia,” he said.

ratanak said the numbers of traf-
fic accidents during the Lunar New 
year celebrations this year were not 
significantly different from last year. 
He explained that an average of five 
or six people die in road accidents 
on a normal day, but that figure in-
creases to nine to 10 people per day 
during the holiday period. 

Traffic police examine the scene of an accident in Phnom Penh on February 8. police

Hun Sen sponsors pro-bono lawyer group
Lay Samean

THe Senate’s Commission on Hu-
man rights, Complaint reception 
and Investigation and the Samdech 
Techo Sen Volunteer Lawyers signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MOu) on joint cooperation aimed 
at enforcing the law on protecting 
the people’s rights and interests and 
especially protecting vulnerable 
women and people who do not have 
access to legal representation.

During the signing ceremony at the 
Senate on february 15, yong Sem, 
member of the Senate’s Permanent 
Committee and chairman of the Com-
mission on Human rights, Complaint 
reception and Investigation, praised 
the cooperation between the two 
groups to promote and protect the 
rights of all persons and especially 
women, to ensure everyone has equal 
rights and freedoms under the law.

according to Sem, based on the 
Mou, the two sides will act as a bridge 
connecting bilateral relations to 
commune councils and local people 
in order to provide information to 
each other at both national and sub-
national levels. 

They will also provide defence law-
yers for all levels of the courts and medi-
ate disputes outside the court system.

“When there’s problem that occurs, 
especially if the victim is a woman or 
they lack the money to pursue their 
interests in court, we will provide this 
information to the volunteer lawyers. 
and as Ky Tech said, the services will 
be free of charge,” he said, referring 
to the head of government lawyers 
and the Samdech Techo Sen Volun-
teer Lawyers. 

“We all know that there are women 
victims who lack the ability or resourc-
es to seek legal protection and do not 
know who to depend on, so this Mou 
is very important,” he added.

However, yong Sem said this com-
mission is not only to address the issue 
of helping vulnerable women, but also 
to help the general public with any sort 
of violation of their rights.

Ky Tech said that after receiving the 
cooperation of the commission, he 
strongly hoped that the implementa-
tion of the law on protection services 
and social justice will be promul-
gated in Cambodia.

He stated that the volunteer law-
yers perform their duties without 
accepting fees from their clients.

“usually the lawyer is paid by the 
client to argue his case or defend him. 
but these volunteer lawyers do not 
charge money. These lawyers are able 
to work pro-bono because they are 
sponsored by Samdech Techo [Prime 
Minister] Hun Sen and Samdech Kit-
tipritthbandit bun rany Hun Sen, 
who are the generous initiators of this 
project,” he said.

“both Samdech are providing their 
own funding for this initiative with-
out taking any money from the gov-

ernment’s budget,” he said.
However, Ky Tech claims that the 

volunteer lawyers will protect vulner-
able women but not women who are 
criminals.

“If a woman is the perpetrator of a 
crime, for example, if she is involved 
in drug trafficking or murder, or a 
serious crime, our lawyers will not 
help. That’s because if we help with 
their case it might seem like we are 
encouraging these female perpetra-
tors to commit crimes. Thus, the law-
yers help only the women who are 
victims,” Ky Tech stated.

However, he said that because 
Cambodian law stipulates that both 
the perpetrator and the victim must 
have legal representation, the bar 
association of the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia (baKC) has a team to help 
those who are poor who have been 
accused of committing crimes.

The baKC has recently committed 
to expanding the scope of its services 
providing free consultations and 
legal defence for the poor.

under their programme, the baKC 
will provide legal advice to anyone 
whether they are victims or suspects, 
including defendants who are poor 
and have been charged with a crime. 
This is to uphold the principle that 
every person who is prosecuted in 
court has a right to legal representation 
and advice to ensure that everything is 
done fairly and according to the law.

according to Ky Tech, the case that 
the lawyers have encountered in the 
past was women victims of land dis-
putes with powerful people.

“for more than a year now, most of 
the women affected by land disputes 
have been abused by powerful peo-
ple. and most of them lack any 
knowledge of the law. This causes 
controversy and allows dishonest 
people an opportunity to take advan-
tage of them. Therefore, our lawyers 
will represent them so that they have 
equal rights and are protected under 
the law,” he said.

Currently, the volunteer lawyers 
have a total of 137 members and are 
present in all provincial capitals 
throughout the country.

There are 10 members who work as a 
legal research and consulting working 
group. They are responsible for advising 
people including the other lawyers. 

There are 20 lawyers who act as the 
intervention working group and they 
are responsible for carrying out urgent 
tasks and assisting with cases in court 
as necessary. They are also tasked with 
helping people petition for interven-
tion from Hun Sen or other officials 
via facebook and other means.

The other 96 members are the cap-
ital-provincial working group, the 
main body of lawyers responsible for 
consultations and receiving applica-
tions from citizens who are requesting 
legal defence and then taking charge 
of their cases and representing them 
in court when appropriate.

Senator Yong Sem (left) and head of government lawyers Ky Tech. heang rangsey
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A MEETING was held at 
Phnom Penh municipal hall 
discussing the establishment 
of a phone app for the solid 
waste management system. 

Phnom Penh municipal dep-
uty governor Huot Hay headed 
the meeting on February 15 
which was attended by repre-
sentatives from Optistech Co 
Ltd and other stakeholders. 

Nuon Samnavuth, the 
municipal hall’s Solid Waste 
Management Authority, told 
The Post  that  the meeting was 
held to discuss the establish-
ment of a rubbish manage-
ment system through a phone 
app for consumers. 

The app would allow con-
sumers to  check on rubbish 
collection services and to 
monitor their service and ease 
the task of managing waste 
disposal across the capital. 

“This app provides them 

with an easy way of paying 
their service fees on their 
smartphones. Through the 
app they could check their bill 
and get other informaton 
relating to rubbish collection 
services,” he said.

Because the app is newly 
established Samnavuth under-
scored that when the working 
group concluded their discus-
sions on the matter they will 
then announce more detailed 
information regarding uses for 

the app in the future.
“We are working on this app 

right now and the details 
haven’t yet been formalized. 
When we finish the planning 
for it decisions will have to be 
made at the upper manage-
ment levels,” he said. 

The Phnom Penh municipal 
hall announced on February 5 
that Singaporean and Chinese 
companies had put in success-
ful bids for the rights to collect 
and manage rubbish in two 
areas of the city. The waste col-
lection company Cintri retained 
the right to continue to provide 
service in a third area. 

The Phnom Penh municipal 
hall said that  the three compa-
nies will  provide  the rubbish 
collection services in their 
respective areas beginning in 
May and that each company 
expressed a determination to  
serve the needs of their clients.

On October 22, 2019, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen  revoked the 

monopoly rights held by Cintri 
for rubbish collection and dis-
posal in Phnom Penh and the 
city’s municipal administra-
tion took over temporary man-
agement of waste collection 
until a new company could be 
found to replace Cintri. 

After the revocation, the 
Phnom Penh municipal hall 
also introduced reforms to 
service provisons such as mov-
ing the billing for  rubbish  col-
lection fees  from the electricty 
invoices and instituting the use 
of service payments through 
modern technological means. 

Tuol Kork district resident 
Vichhay said on February 15 
that the change has been for 
the better.

He said that the behaviour of 
the waste collectors and  serv-
ice providers is now better, 
though that doesn’t mean that 
it is perfect.  He expects that  
when the three companies 
start to work people will 

receive even better service.
“We are notified in a timely 

manner and we’ve had no prob-
lem at all with the monthly pay-
ment services. They have col-
lected rubbish without leaving 
any behind. If the authorities 
want to create the an app system 
for the rubbish collection serv-
ice, I guess that’s good,” he said.

The government has decided 
to divide Phnom Penh into three 
areas  for managing the waste  
collection services and they con-
tracted three separate compa-
nies to manage these areas. 

The first area consists of the 
districts of Tuol Kork, Russey 
Keo, Sen Sok, Chroy Changvar 
and Prek Pnov and the second 
area consists of the districts of 
Dangkor, Por Sen Chey, Kam-
bol, Daun Penh, and Prampi 
Makara. And the third area, to 
be managed by Cintri, consists 
of the districts of Chamkar-
mon, Meanchey, Chbar Ampov 
and Boeung Keng Kang.

Continued from page 1

would face criminal penalties 
beyond simple fines.

“I would like to ask the 
health minister to instruct all 
provinces to implement sanc-
tions under this sub-decree. 
Furthermore, the health and 
justice ministries must work 
together to amend this article 
to increase the amounts of the 
fines. Please also review other 
measures in the old sub-de-
cree and compose a new one 
if needed,” Hun Sen said.

Hun Sen also requested of-
ficials from the Ministry of 
Labour and Vocational Train-
ing and the Cambodian em-
bassy in Thailand to educate 
Cambodian migrant work-
ers planning to return home 
about the current quarantine 
requirements and enforce-
ment protocols, including the 
fines for violators.

“We must do this to 
strengthen implementa-
tion of health measures and 
protect our people’s health. 
People who are fined will still 
receive the 20,000 riel daily 
stipend for food, water and 
other supplies as usual while 
they are in quarantine. We 
have compassion for them, 
even if they are being pun-
ished,” Hun Sen said.

Minister of Labour and Vo-
cational Training Ith Sam Heng 
on February 15 said the fines 
for evading quarantine were in-
tended to maintain public safe-
ty and prevent Covid-19 from 
spreading into the community.

He noted that the ministry 
instructs all migrants to re-
frain from crossing the border 
illegally because they risk their 
own lives and the safety of the 
community by doing so. 

“People entering Cambodia 
must submit to quarantine 
without exception. Anyone 
attempting to evade quaran-
tine will be fined one million 
riel or more and may also be 
subject to criminal penalties 
under the law,” he said.

Sam Heng requested that 
migrant workers cooperate by 
providing information to the 

embassy or local authorities 
regarding brokers who prom-
ise to bring them into or out 
of Cambodia illegally. He also 
reminded governors to imple-
ment Sub-Decree No 129.

He said that implementa-
tion of quarantine measures 
for arriving nationals and for-
eigners had previously been 
good but had become some-
what lax more recently and 
was no longer in strict accor-
dance with instructions from 
the government. 

“In cases where a passen-
ger or a transport operator 
refuses to comply with regu-
lations, quarantine officials 
shall cooperate with relevant 
authorities to deny them en-
try into or exit from the King-
dom,” said Bun Heng.

According to Hun Sen, a 
total of 35,665 Cambodian 
migrants had returned from 
Thailand as of February 14. 
Currently, 11,857 were still in 
quarantine in the seven prov-
inces along the border.

Hun Sen said that he would 
make another live televised 
speech in the near future to 
provide a more detailed up-
date on matters pertaining to 

the pandemic.
Health minister Bun Heng 

announced in a press release 
on the evening of February 15 
that the UK variant of Covid-19 
had been discovered in three 
arriving foreign passengers 
after their test results returned 
from the laboratory at the In-
stitut Pasteur du Cambodge.

Two of the passengers were 
a 27-year-old Indian man and 
a 23-year-old Indian woman, 
both residents of Phnom Penh 
who arrived from India via Sin-
gapore on February 3. 

The third case is a 26-year-old 
Chinese woman staying at the 
Sokha Hotel who travelled from 
China with a connecting flight 
from South Korea on February 7.

All three patients are be-
ing treated at the National 
Center for Tuberculosis and 
Leprosy Control.

Bun Heng said: “The virus 
has been mutating as it cir-
culated around the world. We 
must not underestimate its 
potential for rapid transmis-
sion nor the severity of the 
disease. It could appear in our 
country at any time or place 
if we do not properly protect 
against it.”

The Daung International Border Checkpoint in Battambang province. HENG CHIVOAN

Workers collect rubbish in Chak Angre Leu commune in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district last month. HEAN RANGsEy

Migrants under quarantine in Banteay Meanchey  province last month. 
BANtEAy MEANCHEy AdMINIstRAtION
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UK variant of Covid-19 found in 
three arriving foreign passengers

Waste management firms plan mobile service app

Thailand grants 200K 
migrant work permits
Long Kimmarita

M
ORE than 200,000 
Cambodian work-
ers have been pro-
vided legal status 

by the Thai government to con-
tinue working in the country. 

This came after Thailand gave 
migrant workers from neigh-
bouring countries including 
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar 
one month starting January 15 
to apply for two-year work and 
legal residence permits. 

Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training spokes-
man Heng Sour told The Post 
on February 14 that of the 
654,864 foreign workers who 
registered with the Thai Min-
istry of Labour between Janu-
ary 15 and February 13, a total 
of 203,670 were Cambodians. 

“Foreign workers from the 
three countries amounted to 
596,502 employed workers – of 
which 180,476 are Cambodian 
–  and 58,362 unemployed 
workers with 23,203 being 
Cambodian,” Sour said.

Sour said that when the Cam-
bodian workers’ permits expire 
the Thai government may begin 
to implement strict measure 
against illegal workers and this 

would be within its right to do so. 
“The fee for this work and res-

idence permit card is between 
$300 and $400. Together with 
[Laos and Myanmar], we ask 
the Thai government to consid-
er reducing the fee. It should not 
be paid entirely by the workers 
but should be the obligation of 
some employers,” he said.

Bo Ran, a worker who obtained 
his legal work and residency 
permit in January, told The Post 
on February 14 that for legal 
workers, there were less chal-
lenges if they had an employer 
who cares about their  welfare.

She said those living and 
working illegally in Thailand 
faced many challenges but 
getting the permit from the 
Thai government was also 
sometimes difficult, especial-
ly for certain jobs.

“If Thailand continues to 
tighten their measures, it could 
affect the Cambodian workers 
who come here illegally. First, 
the cost of passports is too 
high. If possible, we request 
that the Cambodian and Thai 
governments facilitate the 
process for workers to come 
to work in Thailand legally 
and to charge a lower price for 
the permits,” she said.

Dy Thehoya, Centre for Al-
liance of Labor and Human 
Rights (CENTRAL)’s Migrant 
Workers Protection Pro-
gramme Officer, said small 
numbers of Cambodian mi-
grant workers get legal per-
mission from the Thai govern-
ment but most of Cambodian 
migrant workers would not be 
able to take advantage of this 
opportunity because of the 
cost and other requirements.

He is concerned that when 
the Thai government ends 
this policy and starts law en-
forcement against migrant 
workers, many Cambodians 
could face difficult challenges 
and harsher treatment.

“One month to get the ID 
card is not enough time for 
some workers because some 
people have the challenge of 
not having a job when they 
arrive, and they do not have 
enough money to pay $300 or 
$400 for registration. Thus, this 
is an injustice for workers.”

Thehoya called on both 
governments to negotiate to 
provide more benefits and 
conveniences to Cambodian 
migrant workers so that they 
can work legally in Thailand 
during this difficult period.
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Orm Bunthoeurn 

SOTr Nikum district authorities in Siem 
reap province are warning bamboo 
sticky rice, also known as kralan, ven-
dors along National road 6 that they will 
be banned from selling there if they do 
not maintain a hygienic environment.

District governor Mok bros said the 
authorities had facilitated the opera-
tion of businesses along that route and 
had given them instructions on good 
hygienic practices. 

He said these practices will improve 
the quality of their products and the dis-
trict has provided attractively built stalls 
to help draw tourists. 

However, bros said, those who do not 
practice proper sanitation will be banned 
from selling there so as not to ruin the 
pleasant environment for others.

“I will surely put them out of business if 
they do not take care of the environment 
and leave garbage bags lying around. I 
will also not allow selling in any area that 
is surrounded by forest,” he said.

bros said the authorities had set up a 
proper place for the sale of kralan that 
has convenient parking for those mak-
ing purchases.

“I set it up for them at least 4m from 
the sidewalk so that cars and motorcy-
cles can stop and still avoid causing any 
accidents to occur,” he said.

Trapaing Thom commune chief Soy Seiha 
said the business of selling kralan was origi-
nally done by people from Khchas village in 
Sotr Nikum’s Khchas commune. 

However, he said, later on the business 
expanded along the road into the ter-
ritory of Trapeang Thom commune of 
Prasat bakong district. 

He said that is why the Trapeang Thom 
commune authorities arranged for people 
to sell kralan at a specifically designated place.

“People sell all the way over on our 
side so it causes problems for public or-
der in my area such as traffic accidents 
and students travelling up and down. 
[People] park cars along the road to buy 
kralan which causes many accidents. 
That is why I decided to send them back 
to their own territory,” Seiha said.

Seiha pointed out that he had asked 

some vendors to return to their original 
communes to sell kralan because he in-
tended to maintain the brand name of 
One Village One Product for people in 
his commune. He said the other reason 
is for the safety of everyone.

Kim Samnang, a kralan vendor along 
the road, supported the move.

“They allowed us to sell there but we just 
need to burn all our rubbish without leaving 
any mess there. and we also need to move 
4m from the road, too. They require that we 
buy a stall made from steel to make things 
look tidy. We are not allowed to use umbrel-
las near the road, either. We can put it be-
hind or on the side of the stall,” he said.

S reap Kralan vendors told to tidy up

Nearly 3K illegal burn sites 
identified across Kingdom 

border hopper on trip
from Thailand injured
by hidden landmine 

Voun Dara

I
LLeGaL burning of rice 
stubble and land at the 
periphery of forests con-
tinues to occur through-

out the Kingdom’s rural areas, 
especially in the north and 
northeast regions, according 
to officials who documented 
the activities on site. 

Wong Devorn, a civil servant 
and history professor, told 
The Post that he typically ac-
companies site-visit missions 
in the provinces three or four 
times per month which affords 
him opportunities to observe 
burning activities first-hand.

“I saw a satellite image show-
ing a map of Cambodia’s region-
al heat signatures on January 
27. at first, I could not believe 
it, so I decided to accompany 
officials on site visits between 
January 30 and february 3.

“We went to the northern re-
gions of Kampong Thom, Siem 
reap, banteay Meanchey and 
Oddar Meanchey provinces. I 
found that almost everywhere, 
people are burning rice stub-
ble, and I have documented it 
with photos,” Devorn said.

He observed that there had 
been many cases of burning 
rice stubble after harvests in-
dicated by heat map signa-
tures across the country over 
the last three years. He claimed 
that international surveys at 
the end of January identified 
nearly 3,000 sites of burning 
activities in Cambodia, the 
most in all asian countries. 

“Khmer farmers should 
change their behaviour im-
mediately. They should stop 
burning after harvest because 

it seriously pollutes the envi-
ronment, especially PM2.5 
smoke and dust. farmers 
should collect the rice stubble 
to grow mushrooms or com-
post it for fertiliser,” he said.

Devorn said local residents, 
when asked, explained that 
they burned the rice stubble 
because it fertilised the soil 
and made it easy to cultivate. 
They did not understand that 
burning leads to forest fires 
and toxic air pollution.

He said the responsibility 
to prevent the problem starts 
with each citizen.

Chea Hean, director of the 
environmental watchdog anti-
Corruption, Natural resource 

Protection and Civil rights Pro-
tection, agreed that the prob-
lems of burning activities and 
forest encroachment for crop 
land still occurred pervasively.

“forest burning activities to 
clear land for housing or rice 
cultivation, if not prevented 
or stopped in time, pose se-
rious risks of wildfires which 
can affect many natural re-
sources,” he said.

Ministry of environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said the ministry continues 
to disseminate messages and 
implement measures to pre-
vent wildfires as well as stop-
ping illegal burning activities.

“forest fires happen each 

year in the Kingdom’s natural 
protected areas and biodiversity 
conservation corridors, espe-
cially in the dry season,” he said.

Pheaktra said the most com-
mon causes of dry season for-
est fires were encroachment 
for agriculture or resettle-
ment, wildlife poaching and 
human negligence. 

He said the ministry had in-
structed provincial and local 
administrations and environ-
ment department officials to 
implement outreach and ed-
ucational measures and coor-
dinate with local communi-
ties to stop and prevent forest 
encroachment and burning 
activities.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a MaN crossing the border 
from Thailand into Cambodia 
through the jungle stepped on 
a landmine causing an explo-
sion and injuring his leg, ac-
cording to Cambodian-Thai 
border police officers.

Prey Kub border police chief 
Sea Saody said on february 
15 that the accident occurred 
on the evening of february 14 
in Phsar Kandal commune’s 
Prey Kub village of banteay 
Meanchey province’s Poipet 
town. 

The victim was identified as 
yoeun ron, 33, a resident of 
Prey Kub village.

“When we heard the explo-
sion, the police went to check 
and saw the victim lying on 
the ground with an injured 
right ankle, a calf fracture and 
many lacerations to his right 
thigh,” Saody said.

according to Saody, the vic-
tim was carried from the for-
est by his team and transport-
ed by car to Poipet referral 
hospital. The victim fainted 
en-route due to the serious-
ness of his injuries.

because the Poipet refer-
ral hospital lacks surgical 
equipment the doctors there 
referred him to banteay 
Meanchey provincial hospital.

Provincial police chief Sith 
Los said the victim is current-
ly undergoing surgery and 

being treated by a team of 
doctors at the provincial hos-
pital. according to the doctors 
who assessed his condition it 
is likely that he will have per-
manent disabilities.

“We deployed all of our forc-
es and closed all the corridors 
along the border. We don’t al-
low people in or out because 
we are afraid that someone 
who is infected with Covid-19 
will come and infect the peo-
ple in our community. 

“The victim was trying to 
avoid quarantine and he was 
sneaking across the border 
from Thailand into Cambo-
dia through the jungle and he 
stepped on a landmine,” he 
confirmed.

according to Los, the area 
that the victim was trying to 
cross through was dangerous 
and known to have many land-
mines, unexploded ordnance 
and remnants from the war that 
have not been cleared out yet.

Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
urged all relevant authorities – 
including provincial authori-
ties on the Thai-Lao-Viet-
namese borders – to increase 
communication with each 
other and exchange informa-
tion on a regular basis with the 
provincial authorities of the 
three neighbouring countries 
to improve efforts at prevent-
ing people from crossing the 
border illegally using lesser-
known routes and corridors. 

“On the [evening] of febru-
ary 14, one of our Cambodian 
workers crossed the border 

illegally and stepped on a 
landmine. In addition to be-
ing disabled now, he may also 
be infected with Covid-19,” 
Hun Sen said.

Separately, two people were 
injured in the explosion of an 
anti-tank mine in the evening 
of february 13 in Lomtong Chas 
village in Lomtong commune 
of Oddar Meanchey province’s 
anlong Veng district. 

Lomtong commune police 
chief Chea Chandara said the 
victim, Sum Kong, 42, a prin-
cipal at Lomtong primary 
school, hired a 16-year-old 
excavator driver named Lek 
Lay to dig an irrigation ditch 
around his farm. 

excavation of a canal around 
the plantation went on for 
two days and by the evening 
of the second day, Kong told 
the operator to cut a trench in 
the river bank of the O’ Trob 
to let water flow into his ditch 
to irrigate the crops.

“While the excavator was 
moving in to dig a trench 
at the river bank, it hit an 
anti-tank mine causing an 
explosion and breaking the 
excavator’s chain which then 
whipped around and hit Kong 
who was standing next to the 
machine. He was hit in the 
neck, left arm and abdomen 
and seriously injured. The 
excavator driver suffered mi-
nor injuries to his right leg,” 
Chandara confirmed.

according to Chandara, after 
the incident Kong was trans-
ported by relatives to the re-
ferral hospital in anlong Veng. 
both victims survived, though 
a team of medical professnals 
had to operate to remove shrap-
nel from both of their bodies.

On february 14, Lomtong 
Chas village’s security guard 
head Teav Tuy said that in the 
past his village was a front-
line battlefield between gov-
ernment troops and Khmer 
rouge guerrillas. 

after the integration of the 
Khmer rouge into the gov-
ernment’s military forces 
these battlefields were cleared 
many times by deminers be-
fore the forest land in this 
area was given to the citizens 
to live and farm on.

“because this area is a for-
mer battlefield, there are 
many landmines and un-
exploded ordnance that are 
buried and hidden almost 
everywhere. Without maps or 
specific information report-
ing on the mine locations, it 
is impossible for the deminers 
to clear all of these mines with 
certainty,” he said.

He added that experiencing 
a mine explosion like this one 
would make the local people 
afraid to dig in the land and 
use it to grow crops to the ex-
tent that would normally be 
possible.

A farmer burns rice stubble in Prey Veng province. Facebook

Kralan vendor on National Road 6 in Siem Reap province’s Sotr Nikum district. HeNG cHIVoaN

The victim was trying to 
avoid quarantine and he 
was sneaking across the 

border from Thailand
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Hin Pisei

L
OCALLY-AssembLed elec-
tric auto-rickshaws could hit 
the Cambodian market as 
soon as early in may after the 

Council for the development of Cam-
bodia (CdC) gave the greenlight to an 
investment project at the weekend.

According to a CdC press release, 
it will issue a final registration certif-
icate to Onion mobility Co Ltd’s $20 
million electric motorbike and auto-
rickshaw assembly plant in Kandal 
province’s suvannaphum special 
economic Zone (sseZ), which is ex-
pected to generate 380 jobs.

Onion mobility is a subsidiary of south 
Korean-owned mVLLAbs Pte Ltd 
(mVL), the company behind the TAdA 
app, southeast Asia’s first blockchain-
based zero-commission ride-hailing 
service which operates in Cambodia 
as mVL TAdA (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

mVL TAdA Cambodia general man-
ager Jim Poly told The Post on Febru-
ary 15 that the company has reserved 
a number of buildings at sseZ.

With CdC approval now in hand, the 
company is speeding up construction 
of the production line for the King-
dom’s first locally-assembled electric 
auto-rickshaws and will soon import 
components for installation – mostly 
from south Korea, he said, stressing 
that a fraction were locally-made.

“We hope the electrical auto-rickshaw 
assembly plant will start production in 
early may,” he said, adding that mo-
torbikes would be assembled at a later 
phase of the project’s development.

He claimed that the project will not 
only provide Cambodians with the 
three-wheelers at a lower cost than their 
petrol-powered counterparts, but will 
also support environmental protection.

Onion mobility’s products will 
be equipped with high-powered 
batteries that must be replaced at 
charging stations that the company 
is setting up, Poly said.

Locations will be limited to Phnom 
Penh in the first phase, but will be 

extended to the provinces soon af-
ter, he said.

The company will aim to keep 
pace with domestic demand dur-
ing the first phase of the plant’s op-
erations and expand production for 
export to neighbouring countries in 
subsequent phases, he added.

Kandal provincial department of 
Commerce director Orm bunthoeun 
welcomed the venture, saying that 
the province’s geographical location 

and economic growth had lured in 
a slew of new domestic and foreign 
investment projects as of late.

Noting that the plant does not fall 
under his jurisdiction, he said the 
project would undeniably provide a 
considerable boon for the people of 
Kandal. “When there is an investment 
project, job opportunities are also 
created simultaneously,” he said.

mVL also has operations in Viet-
nam and singapore.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,920 17,000 17,040 16,900

2 GTI 3,400 3,330 3,400 3,330

3 PAS 13,620 13,700 13,700 13,480

4 PEPC 2,980 3,000 3,000 2,900

5 PPAP 12,000 12,000 12,000 11,620

6 PPSP 1,510 1,560 1,560 1,490

7 PWSA 6,040 6,100 6,100 6,000

Date: February 15, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,075 1.2664 6.4582 105.39 4.0345 1.3229 29.89 0.7778 1.2136 1.3913

Cambodia to make auto-rickshaws

Two listed firms post sound 2020 business
May Kunmakara

TWO companies listed on the Cam-
bodia securities exchange (CsX) 
reported sound business perform-
ance last year despite economic 
duress caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic’s enduring stranglehold on 
regional and global economies.

In its filing to CsX last week, ACLedA 
bank Plc (AbC) reported strong growth 
with total revenue of more than 
$141.66 million in the fourth quarter 
of last year, or a sharp 17.17 per cent 
increase compared to $120.894 million 
in the same period a year earlier.

“The increase was mainly due to an 
increase in net interest revenue of 16.37 
per cent, equivalent to 55.350 million 
riel [$13,630] compared to the fourth 
quarter of 2019,” said the bank.

And state-owned sihanoukville 
Autonomous Port (PAs) reported a 
strong 15.6 per cent year-on-year rise 

in net revenue in the fourth quarter to 
$2.718 million, from $2.349 million.

However, the deep-sea port opera-
tor posted a 7.59 per cent year-on-
year dip in sales revenue.

“The decrease in revenue and the 
increase in operating and net profit 
were due to the result of the declines 
in general cargo throughput and fuel, 
and the increase of unrealised foreign 
exchange loss [in Japanese yen] com-
pared to the fourth quarter of 2019.

“However, the increase in contain-
ers throughput and the decrease in 
deferred tax expenses led to an 
increase in profit after tax instead,” 
PAs said in its filing to CsX.

CsX vice-president Ha Jong-weon 
told The Post that the companies’ 
financial performance – especially 
AbC’s – remained strong, with revenue 
and profit increases over the year.

even with a business concept that 
is vulnerable to disruptions caused by 

the pandemic, PAs managed to 
remain profitable last year, he noted.

“This shows that both companies 
have managed to position themselves 
well and have a good strategy to mit-
igate and weaken the impact result-
ing from Covid-19,” Ha said.

He lauded AbC’s ability to achieve 
such strong performance during these 
tough times as an “extraordinary” 
confidence boost for its shares.

“This might be the best possible 
time to invest in their shares – at 
only a few hundred Khmer riel above 
their IPO [initial public offering] 
price for a company that shows such 
performance.

“The listing of AbC can be consid-
ered a historic moment of the capital 
market in Cambodia,” Ha said.

Offering some comforting notes 
about PAs after a year marred by the 
health crisis, he added: “However, if 
we look at the interim financial 

report, there was only a slight 
decrease in revenue even in the peri-
od of the pandemic.

“Positively, we expect that once the 
situation gets better, we will witness 
robust growth from the port business 
again.”

The government’s Covid-19 vaccine 
rollout will rebuild confidence in the 
country’s economic activities, he said.

“even though this might contribute 
in part to economic relief, we can see 
that the Cambodian economy still 
depends largely on FdI [foreign direct 
investment] and tourism from 
abroad. Therefore, as long as the virus 
hasn’t completely vanished, the prob-
lem will still exist.

“However, we believe that the virus 
will not escalate as quickly as in the 
previous months and once a larger 
part of the world starts receiving the 
vaccines, the global economy will be 
back to normal,” Ha added.

Onion Mobility Co Ltd’s auto-rickshaw 
will be more affordable than their 
petrol-powered counterparts, says 
MVL TADA Cambodia general 
manager Jim Poly. FRESH NEWS

Oz casino group 
CeO resigns after 
laundering probe
ONe of Australia’s biggest casino 
groups has seen a boardroom exodus 
after being declared unsuitable to 
hold a gambling licence, with the CeO 
of Crown resorts becoming the latest 
executive to resign on February 15.

A public inquiry last week recom-
mended Crown resorts should be 
denied a licence to run a new multi-
billion-dollar casino that dominates 
sydney’s skyline, over its failure to 
address allegations of money laun-
dering and links to organised crime.

Crown resorts CeO Ken barton 
stepped down amid mounting pres-
sure on February 15 after more than 
a decade with the firm, including as 
chief financial officer.

He follows three directors out the 
door in the wake of the scathing 
report into the firm, which was long 
run by media scion and billionaire 
James Packer.

Two of the departed directors rep-
resented Packer’s holding firm, 
CPH, which holds around 35 per 
cent of Crown shares.

The New south Wales Liquor and 
Gaming Authority commissioned the 
public inquiry after media reports 
that existing Crown casinos in Aus-
tralia were used to launder profits 
from human trafficking, drugs, child 
sexual exploitation and terrorism.

Former supreme Court judge Patri-
cia bergin said Crown was “not suit-
able” for a licence and had been 
“facilitating money laundering” and 
doing business with groups linked to 
triads and other organised crime 
organisations.

A company lawyer had told the 
inquiry that illicit funds were “prob-
ably” laundered through two high 
roller accounts at the company’s 
operations in Perth and melbourne.

bergin said the company had “poor 
corporate governance, deficient risk 
management . . . and a poor corporate 
culture”, recommending a series of 
reforms before the casino at the gleam-
ing 75-storey tower on sydney’s water-
front could open. 

Company chair and former Austral-
ian government minister Helen Coonan 
will lead the search for a new CeO.

In a statement after the report’s 
release, Coonan accepted the findings 
as “warranted” and said steps were 
being taken to improve the company’s 
governance, compliance and culture 
but there was “much more to do”.

“We do not underestimate the scale 
of the problem and appreciate there 
is a need for ‘root and branch’ 
change,” said Coonan, who has been 
on the Crown board since 2012.  

The inquiry’s findings and recom-
mendations will be considered for 
formal adoption by regulators. AFP



Thou Vireak

T
HE number of domes-
tic and international 
tourists travelling in 
Cambodia during this 

year’s three-day Lunar New 
Year holiday from February 12-
14 dipped 2.23 per cent year-
on-year to 892,638, according 
to Ministry of Tourism data.

Of these, 880,553 locals trav-
elled within the country dur-
ing the festival, up 6.5 per cent 
year-on-year. Meanwhile, inter-
national arrivals plummeted to 
just 12,085, marking a decrease 
of 85.40 per cent year-on-year.

Phnom Penh topped the list 
with 118,502 visitors, followed 
by the provinces of Siem Reap 
(117,789), Kampot (102,026), 
Kep (92,804), Preah Sihanouk 
(82,065), Ratanakkiri (12,625) 
and Mondulkiri (19,887).

The fact that the holiday fell 
on the weekend likely lead to 
an even larger influx of domes-
tic travellers across the country, 
according to the ministry.

Initial estimates suggest 
that tourism expenditures 
were lower than on previous 
national holidays, with many 
travellers opting instead for 
nearby destinations.

“The influx of tourists at all 
destinations, be they the cap-
ital or the provinces, remains 
an indispensible cog in the 
engine and essential pillar of 
support for the tourism sec-
tor that generates income for 
locals,” the ministry added.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Department of Tourism direc-
tor Taing Sochet Kresna told The 
Post that visitors to his province 
during the Lunar New Year holi-
day surged 25.3 per cent year-
on-year. International tourists 
numbered 6,875, down by 50.26 
per cent year-on-year.

“We’ve seen a considerable 
increase in the number of 
domestic visitors during the 
Covid-19 epidemic, as we in 
Preah Sihanouk further home 
in on management, public 
order, environmental protec-
tion, coastal sanitation and 
tip-top road infrastructure, all 
while we organise events such 
as bicycle races,” he said.

Sochet Kresna estimated 
that domestic guests spent an 

average of $40 per person dur-
ing a visit to Preah Sihanouk 
during this Lunar New Year.

“It is vital that locals travel so 
that the tourism industry can 
remain afloat during the differ-
ent phases of Covid-19, in or-
der for one to earn an income 
and for jobs for staff in the sec-
tor to be created,” he said.

Kampot provincial Depart-
ment of Tourism director Soy 
Sinol noted that 724 interna-

tional visitors had travelled to 
the province for the holiday.

He said: “In a bid to attract 
tourists, the Kampot provin-
cial Department of Tourism 
has ramped up the imple-
mentation of tourism safety 
rules in accordance with the 
guidelines of the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Ministry of 
Health’s hygiene guidelines.

“Security and order in public 
places and tourist destinations 

in the province are faring well.”
Cambodia Association of 

Travel Agents president Chhay 
Sivlin noted that the Kingdom’s 
coastal areas and natural re-
sorts, as well as the temples in 
Siem Reap province received a 
fair share of domestic visitors 
during the holiday.

“Their sightseeing excursions 
will give local tourism service 
providers a leg-up in generat-
ing revenue,” said Sivlin.

Business
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Firms ink $1.4M in buy-sell 
deals with 16 agri-clusters
Thou Vireak  

TEN local companies on Febru-
ary 15 signed buy-sell agree-
ments and memorandums of 
understanding (Mous) with rep-
resentatives of 16 agri-business 
clusters to supply 3,400 tonnes 
of produce and chicken meat 
valued at about $1.4 million.

The produce outlined in the 
deal includes mangoes, cas-
sava, watermelon and “safe 
vegetables”, or those with a 
reduced dependence on 
chemicals that are free of 
microbiological hazards.

The contract farming agree-
ments were signed at a cere-
mony presided over by Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

Sakhon said his ministry has 
spared no effort in spurring 
farmers to increase production 
of vegetables, fish and meat to 
tally with local market demand.

He said: “A concerted effort 
from all parties was needed to 
achieve today’s sublime results, 
which underline another suc-
cess story for the ministry and 
all stakeholders in helping 
increase incomes and create 
jobs, as well as in seizing oppor-
tunities to expand the potential 
of agricultural production and 
lead to reduced imports.

The minister suggested that 
signatories work together to 
put modern agricultural tech-
niques into use and organise 
production clusters as well as 
storage and warehousing.

At the same time, he called 
on all stakeholders to strive 
and expand the market, as well 
as strengthen mechanisms to 
provide quality-control serv-
ices, quality labels and QR 
codes; to better implement 
good agricultural practices; 
and to shore up consumption 
of safe agricultural products.

The agreements are part of 

the department’s Agriculture 
Services Programme for Inno-
vation, Resilience and Exten-
sion (ASPIRE) project, which is 
supported by the International 
Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment (IFAD) in Cambodia.

According to an ASPIRE report, 
there are currently 1,920 diversi-
fied business clusters with 61,735 
member households across 
Phnom Penh and 23 provinces.

At the end of last year, there 
were 259 farming communities 
and 432 farming groups that 
implement safe vegetable pro-
duction, the General Directorate 
of Agriculture said in a report.

Kan Panharith, production 
manager at local agribusiness 
Davane Plc, which specialises 
in agricultural value chains and 
markets for food safety, told The 
Post last month that demand for 
local vegetables was on the rise 
during the health crisis.

He said favourable climatic 
factors have contributed to 
boost the growth of local veg-
etable production.

He called for more vegetable 
growing to capture market 
opportunities and reduce 
imports from abroad.

“Growing a good deal of a vari-
ety of vegetables would be a great 
help for farmers and distributors. 
Consumers want all kind of veg-
etables, [hence as of now] we can 
only bring them in from other 
countries to fill the gap,” he said.

According to Sakhon, the total 
area for vegetable cultivation in 
the Kingdom reached 57,208ha 
at the end of 2019, which yield-
ed 681,099 tonnes that year.

Vegetable production 
climbed to 716,113 tonnes last 
year, which Sakhon said was 
equivalent to 68 per cent of 
total domestic demand.

However, he pointed out 
that the Kingdom still needed 
to import 329,612 tonnes of 
vegetables.

The number of tourists travelling to Preah 
Sihanouk province during the Lunar New Year 

holiday surged 25.3 per cent year-on-year to 
82,065. International tourists numbered 6,875, 

down by 50.26 per cent year-on-year. HENG CHIVOAN

DANANG authorities are 
building a detailed plan for 
the Vietnamese city’s first in-
ternational duty-free zone 
and smart urban area for in-
vestors, with construction set 
to commence soon after the 
Import-Export Pan Pacific 
Group (IPPG) asked the city to 
allocate land for the project.

Huynh Thi Lien Phuong, di-
rector of the city’s Investment 
Promotion Agency, told Viet 
Nam News that the project 
had been finalising the city’s 
first international standard 
downtown duty-free zone 
and factory outlet centre.

Lien said the city would of-
fer the best conditions for the 
investor to start the project.

She said the city also 
planned a downtown free-
duty shop at the coastal 
crown plaza in Ngu Hanh Son 
district to seek investment.

In 2019, IPPG proposed the 
project with an investment of 
$434 million, but an appropriate 
land area was yet to be offered.

In 2018, group chairman Jon-
athan Hạnh Nguyen urged the 
city to build a third terminal to 
ease congestion and design an 
international standard duty-
free zone and recreational area 

to funnel tourism towards Hoi 
An, Hue and Danang.

He said Danang would be a 
new location for a luxury shop-
ping centre for future develop-
ment and investment attraction.

Danang has been designing 
the 1,100ha Hi-Tech Park as Viet 
Nam’s ‘Silicon Valley’ to earn 
revenue of $1.5 billion each year 
with 25,000 jobs and a satellite 
city of 100,000 people after 2023.

The uS-based aviation firm 
universal Alloy Corpora-
tion (uAC) put the Sunshine 
Aerospace Components Fac-
tory into operation in the first 
phase last year.

South Korea’s LG Electron-
ics also debuted its research 
and development (R&D) cen-
tre – the second in Vietnam 
– at the Danang Information 
Technology Park Tower.

CMC Corp, the second-larg-
est information and communi-
cations technology (ICT) group 
in Vietnam, plans to build the 
Danang-based CMC creative 
space – a digital hub in the Asia-
Pacific region – with an estimat-
ed investment of $522 million.

To date, Danang has 876 for-
eign direct investment projects 
worth a total of $3.52 billion. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Central Vietnamese city set 
to build int’l duty-free zone

900K travel in Lunar New Year



U
S tech billion-
aire elon Musk’s 
Space exploration 
technologies corp 

(SpaceX) is in talks to bring 
broadband satellite services 
to the Philippines through a 
partnership with fibre inter-
net tycoon Dennis Anthony h 
Uy of Pampanga.

Representatives from SpaceX 
and Uy’s converge Ict Solu-
tions Inc met on multiple oc-
casions to discuss a potential 
venture, a source with direct 
knowledge of the matter told 
Philippine Daily Inquirer.

the talks come amid SpaceX’s 
ongoing deployment of Starlink 
satellites, which orbit the planet 
at lower altitudes, promising 
more stable internet.

Starlink is SpaceX’s massive 
project to build a constellation 
of broadband satellites deliver-
ing reliable high-speed inter-
net services around the world.

Starlink is currently deliver-
ing beta services to domestic 
and international customers, 
offering speeds of 50 mega-
bits per second (Mbps) up 
to 150Mbps. It expects “near 
global coverage of the popu-
lated world in 2021”, informa-
tion on its website showed.

the Inquirer reached out to 
Patricia cooper, SpaceX’s vice-
president for satellite govern-
ment affirms, who was also 
cited in press statements as 
engaging with local lawmak-
ers. A SpaceX representative 
said cooper could not imme-
diately reply to any queries.

In a statement on Febru-
ary 3, Senator Grace Poe said 
SpaceX’s broadband services 
were promising, but costs 
would likely be “prohibitive 
for the regular subscriber”.

“It’s about $500 just to set this 
up, or about 25,000 pesos. hav-
ing said that, that’s not neces-
sarily a bad thing because 
there’s probably a niche mar-
ket that will be able to afford 
this technology,” Poe said.

“And we are also looking for-
ward that, in the future, with 
more subscribers, the cost 
will go down,” she added.

SpaceX and converge re-
main in talks and no final 

decision has been made, the 
Inquirer source said.

converge, one of the coun-
try’s largest fibre internet pro-
viders, sees satellite internet 
as a complementary business.

While focused on the fibre 
internet segment, Uy previ-
ously told the Inquirer that 
the group operates an earth 
station to serve a limited 
number of business clients in 
remote locations where fibre 
is unavailable.

earth stations are used to 
communicate with satellites and 
are an essential part of a satel-
lite network’s ground segment.

converge recently an-

nounced the doubling of 
its fibre network to about 
55,000km and network pro-
visions for millions of new 
customers.

Uy said it ended 2020 with 
over one million customers 
with plans to reach about 1.7 
million subscribers by the 
end of this year.

Its broader target is to reach 
55 per cent of an estimated 
27.5 million households in 
the country by 2025. this will 
be through a combination 
of deeper penetration and 
opening up new markets, Uy 
said. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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SpaceX in talks for Ph venture

The talks come amid SpaceX’s ongoing deployment of Starlink satellites, which orbit the planet at lower 
altitudes, promising more stable internet. SPACEX/AFP

thai firm PtteP makes 
its ‘largest-ever’ gas 
discovery in Malaysia
thAIlAnD’S Ptt exploration 
and Production Public com-
pany limited (PtteP) has 
made its largest-ever gas dis-
covery in Malaysia, the com-
pany announced in a press 
release on February 10.

PtteP made the discovery 
through its wholly-owned 
subsidiary, PtteP hK Off-
shore limited (Malaysia) 
(PtteP hKO), which suc-
cessfully completed drilling 
the lang lebah-2 appraisal 
well under the Sarawak SK 
410b Project.

PtteP ceO Phongsthorn 
thavisin said the appraisal 
drilling at lang lebah followed 
the discovery of gas at its first 
exploration well, lang lebah-
1RDR2, in 2019.

the lang lebah-2 well was 
completed in mid-January 
2021. It was drilled to a total 
depth of 4,320m, with more 
than 600m of proven net gas 
pay, indicating a larger reser-
voir than initially estimated. 
the well test shows a flow rate 
of 50 million cubic feet of gas 
per day and this result will 
accelerate the development 
plan for the project, the com-
pany statement said.

Phongsthorn said: “We are 
delighted to confirm the larg-
est-ever gas discovery by 
PtteP. the experience and 
expertise from our operations 
in the Gulf of thailand and 

overseas have contributed to 
this achievement.

“the lang lebah gas discov-
ery strengthens PtteP’s 
investment base in Malaysia 
and demonstrates that our 
‘execute strategy’ has trans-
lated into an increase of 
reserves for the company’s 
long-term growth.”

the Sarawak Project is locat-
ed approximately 90km off-
shore of Sarawak. PtteP hKO 
is the operator, with 42.5 per 
cent of participating interest, 
while KUFPec Malaysia ltd 
and Petronas carigali hold 
42.5 per cent and 15 per cent, 
respectively.

Apart from the Sarawak 
project, PtteP’s portfolio in 
Malaysia comprises block K, SK 
309 and SK 311, and the Malay-
sia-thailand Joint Develop-
ment Area, which are produc-
tion projects; block h, which is 
a development project; and SK 
417, SK 314A, SK 438, SK 405b, 
PM 407 and PM 415, which are 
exploration projects.

PtteP has also undertaken 
joint investment with Ptt in 
the MlnG train 9 Project, an 
lnG liquefaction plant, 
through Ptt Global lnG 
company. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Pentagon chief to reassure NaTO allies
u

S defeNce secre-
tary Lloyd austin 
will this week reaf-
firm Washington’s 

commitment to NaTO and reas-
sure allies they will be consulted 
on important decisions, hoping 
to turn the page on four years of 
withering criticism from former 
president donald Trump.

NaTO defence ministers are 
meeting virtually on february 
17-18, and the new Pentagon 
chief will send “a supportive 
message . . . about how relevant 
NaTO is”, his spokesman John 
Kirby said.

“He wants to revitalise our 
commitment to the alliance,” 
Kirby added.

The messaging stands in stark 
contrast to Trump, who fre-
quently upbraided NaTO part-
ner nations on their levels of 
defence spending and who 
famously once called the trans-
atlantic alliance “obsolete”.

Kirby said austin would 
underscore the new adminis-
tration’s stance that “we’re bet-
ter when we act together, that 
teams make us stronger and 
that collective security really is 
a shared responsibility.”

The critical issue of the with-
drawal of uS forces from 
afghanistan, scheduled for 
completion in early May, will 
be high on the agenda, though 
Kirby said ultimately that 
would be a decision for Presi-
dent Joe biden.

“If and when that happens, 
that’s a decision for the com-
mander-in-chief. [austin] 
wants to obviously be able to 
help inform that decision-
making process,” Kirby said.

NaTO officials felt sidelined 
last year when the uS 
announced its withdrawal 
plans for afghanistan, and 
Germany wants to extend its 
mission there.

“as [austin] has said in every 
conversation he had with his 
counterparts, particularly his 
NaTO counterparts – no deci-
sion that we make is going to be 
done without proper consulta-
tion and discussion with 
them.”

under a deal signed last year 
by Washington and the Taliban, 
the uS agreed its troops and all 
foreign forces would quit 
afghanistan by May.

In return, the Taliban agreed 
to a series of security guaran-
tees and started peace talks 
with the afghan government, 
but violence in the country has 

surged in recent months.
In his final days in office, 

Trump unilaterally reduced uS 
forces in afghanistan to just 
2,500 – the lowest since the start 
of the war in 2001 – even as 
Taliban violence continued 
unabated.

a study mandated by the uS 
congress has called for a delay 
in the pullout, warning it would 
effectively hand the Taliban a 
victory.

US troops in Germany
Other items up for discus-

sion include a freeze on the 
partial removal of uS troops 

from Germany that was 
ordered by Trump.

In June, he told the Pentagon 
to slash the uS presence in 
Germany to 25,000 troops 
from 34,500 currently.

Trump had cited anger with 
Germany for not meeting 
NaTO defence-spending tar-
gets and for treating the uS 
“badly” on trade.

The decision caused con-
sternation in berlin and inside 
NaTO over fears it could 
undermine the alliance’s 
deterrence capabilities in the 
face of a resurgent russia.

but the Germany pullout 

had not been executed before 
Trump left office, and biden’s 
administration will review uS 
force posture and “make fur-
ther posture decisions in direct 
consultation with our inter-
agency partners and our allies 
and partners”, Pentagon 
spokesman Lieutenant colo-
nel Thomas campbell said.

Trump often berated NaTO 
partner nations that failed to 
meet a two-per-cent defence 
spending pledge first agreed in 
2014.

again, Kirby said, allies can 
expect a different tone under 
biden. AFP

Germany partially closes borders despite eu criticism
GerMaNy partially closed its borders 
with the czech republic and austria’s 
Tyrol on february 14 over a troubling 
surge in coronavirus mutations, earn-
ing a swift rebuke from the eu.

a thousand police officers were 

mobilised to ensure strict border 
checks, a reminder of the much-crit-
icised early days of the pandemic 
when eu countries hastily closed 
their frontiers to each other.

at the Kiefersfelden crossing in 

southern bavaria, masked officers in 
yellow high-visibility jackets were out 
in sub-zero temperatures, stopping 
each vehicle coming from austria.

under the new rules, only Germans 
or non-German residents are allowed 
through.

exceptions are made for essential 
workers in sectors such as health and 
transport, as well as for urgent 
humanitarian reasons, the German 
interior ministry said. everyone must 
be able to provide a recent negative 
coronavirus test.

among those turned back was aus-
trian driver Irene, who said she would 
now have to make an hours-long 
detour.

She said: “I only wanted to drive 
through Germany to go to Vienna.

“This is a catastrophe, I have a dog 
in the car who is 15 years old . . . I don’t 
know the way and I don’t have GPS.”

austrian interior minister Karl 
Nehammer said it was “absolutely 
unacceptable” that drivers were 
barred from using a shortcut through 
Germany to travel from one austrian 
region to another.

Germany says the restrictions are 
aimed at slowing the spread of more 
contagious variants that first emerged 
in britain and South africa, and have 
created new virus hotspots along the 
czech border and in austria’s Tyrol 
region.

at the German-czech border cross-
ing in bad Gottleuba, a police spokes-
man said the checks had caused wait-
ing times of around one hour. Traffic 
is expected to be heavier from febru-
ary 15, he added.

by february 14 afternoon, German 
police had checked more than 1,700 
vehicles and denied entry to more 
than 500.

‘Enough’
The european commission, eager 

to avoid a return to go-it-alone pan-
demic responses, condemned Ger-
many’s border curbs.

“The fear of the coronavirus muta-
tions is understandable,” eu health 
commissioner Stella Kyriakides told 
Germany’s Augsburger Allgemeine 
newspaper.

“but the truth is that the virus can-

not be stopped by closed borders,” 
she said, adding that vaccines and 
following hygiene precautions were 
“the only things that work”.

“I think it’s wrong to return to a 
europe with closed borders like we 
had in March 2020,” she added.

German interior minister Horst 
Seehofer rebuffed the criticism.

“That’s enough now,” he told the top-
selling Bild daily. The eu “has made 
enough mistakes” with its sluggish vac-
cine rollout, he said. “The eu commis-
sion should support us . . . instead of 
putting stones in our path.”

German health minister Jens Spahn 
said he backed a “border-free 
europe”.

“but there are times in a pandemic 
when you must make these decisions 
for everyone’s safety and health,” he 
told the Sueddeutsche newspaper.

German rail company deutsche 
bahn has suspended services to and 
from the affected areas.

at frankfurt airport, the country’s 
largest, federal police were checking 
passengers arriving from Vienna and 
Prague. AFP

US defence secretary Lloyd Austin speaks during a visit by US President Joe Biden to the Pentagon in Washington, DC on February 10. Austin will 
this week reaffirm Washington’s commitment to NATO and reassure allies they will be consulted on important decisions, hoping to turn the page 
on four years of withering criticism from former President Donald Trump. AFP

An officer of the Federal Police controls bus passengers at the German-Czech border 
near Breitenau, eastern Germany on Sunday. AFP

dozens die 
in yemeni 
clashes, say 
gov’t sources
dOzeNS were killed in over-
night clashes in yemen as Iran-
backed Huthi rebels intensi-
fied attacks to seize the 
government’s last northern 
stronghold, officials said on 
february 14.

earlier this month, the Huthis 
resumed an offensive to seize 
oil-rich Marib, some 120km 
east of the capital Sanaa.

The city’s loss would be 
disastrous for yemen’s belea-
guered leadership.

Two government military 
officials said at least 16 pro-
government forces were killed 
and 21 wounded in the past 24 
hours, adding that “dozens 
were killed” among Huthi 
ranks.

The Huthis have cut off sup-
ply lines to a district about 
50km south of the city, with 
“the goal to lay siege to Marib”, 
one of the sources said.

yemen has been embroiled 
in a bloody power struggle 
since 2014 between its govern-
ment, supported by Saudi ara-
bia, and Huthi rebels, who 
control the capital Sanaa and 
most of the north.

The rebels have also escalat-
ed attacks against Saudi arabia, 
drawing condemnation from 
the international community.

On february 14, the king-
dom intercepted two Huthi 
bomb-laden drones fired 
towards the southern garrison 
town of Khamis Mushait, the 
official Saudi Press agency 
cited the riyadh-led military 
coalition as saying. 

but a Huthi military spokes-
man said two rebel drones 
struck the airport in the near-
by city of abha. AFP
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ebola resurges in W africa with Guinea outbreak
W

est africa faced its first 
known ebola resur-
gence since the end of 
a devastating outbreak 

in 2016 on february 14, with Guinea 
responding to what its health chief 
called an “epidemic” after seven cas-
es were confirmed.

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic 
stretching health resources across the 
world, Guinea and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) say they are bet-
ter prepared to deal with ebola now 
than they were five years ago because 
of good progress on vaccines.

the WHO said it would rush assis-
tance to Guinea and seek to ensure it 
received adequate inoculations, 
while neighbouring Liberia went on 
high alert as a precaution.

“Very early this morning, the Cona-
kry laboratory confirmed the presence 
of the ebola virus,” Guinea health chief 
sakoba Keita said after an emergency 
meeting in the capital.

Health minister remy Lamah had 
earlier spoken of four deaths and it 
was not immediately clear why the 
new toll was lower.

the cases marked the first known 
resurgence of ebola in West africa 
since a 2013-2016 epidemic that 
killed more than 11,300 people, the 
worst involving the virus on record.

that epidemic also began in Guinea 
in the same southeastern region where 
the new cases have been found.

the virus, believed to reside in bats, 
was first identified in 1976 in Zaire, 
now the Democratic republic of 
Congo (Dr Congo).

‘Full alert’
Keita, head of the National agency 

for Health security, said one person 
had died late last month in Gouecke, 
southeastern Guinea, near the Libe-
rian border.

the victim was buried on february 
1 “and some people who took part in 
this funeral began to have symptoms 
of diarrhoea, vomiting, bleeding and 
fever a few days later”, he said.

samples tested by a laboratory set up 
by the eu in Gueckedou, located in the 

same region, revealed the presence of 
the ebola virus in some of them on 
february 12, said Keita.

He added that Guinea was now in 
an “ebola epidemic situation”.

Patients have been isolated and an 
investigation was ordered to deter-
mine the home villages of all who 
took part in the burial to carry out 
contact tracing, said Keita.

experts will also work to determine 
the outbreak’s origin, which could be a 
previously cured patient whose disease 
relapsed or transmission by “wild ani-
mals, in particular bats”, said Keita.

according to the health chief, diag-

nosis time has been reduced to less 
than two weeks compared with three-
and-a-half months in 2014.

WHO representative alfred George 
Ki-Zerbo told a press briefing: “We 
are going to rapidly deploy crucial 
assets to help Guinea.

“the WHO is on full alert and is in 
contact with the manufacturer [of a 
vaccine] to ensure the necessary 
doses are made available as quickly 
as possible to help fight back.”

‘Remaining calm’
the WHO has eyed each new ebo-

la outbreak since 2016 with great 

concern, treating the most recent one 
in central africa’s Dr Congo as an 
international health emergency.

In Guinea’s neighbour Liberia, 
President George Weah put health 
authorities on heightened alert.

His office said “surveillance and pre-
ventative activities” would be stepped 
up, though no cases of ebola have 
been detected in Liberia so far.

Dr Congo has faced several out-
breaks of the illness, and a week ago 
announced a resurgence three months 
after authorities declared the end of 
the country’s previous episode.

the 2013-2016 West africa outbreak 

sped up the development of a vaccine 
against ebola, with a global emer-
gency stockpile of 500,000 doses 
planned to respond quickly to future 
outbreaks, the vaccine alliance Gavi 
said last month.

Guinea, sierra Leone and Liberia bore 
the brunt of the previous epidemic.

Like many countries in West africa, 
Guinea has limited health resources. 
It has also recorded some 15,000 
Covid-19 cases and 84 deaths. 

“I’m worried as a human being, but 
I’m remaining calm because we man-
aged the first epidemic and vaccina-
tion is possible,” said Lamah. afp

uK gov’t set to roll out hotel quarantine 
measures for ‘high risk’ country returnees
tHe uK government on febru-
ary 15 introduced mandatory 
hotel quarantine rules for arriv-
als from dozens of countries 
deemed “high risk” for corona-
virus variants, as it tries to stop 
new strains from spreading.

the new policy requires all 
uK citizens and permanent 
residents entering england 
from 33 countries on a wider 
travel ban list to self-isolate in 
approved hotels for 10 days and 
take several Covid-19 tests.

Other visitors from the coun-
tries currently on the so-called 
“red list”, which includes all 
south american nations, south 
africa and Portugal, are cur-
rently barred from visiting 
under lockdown rules.

arrivals found to have given 
false information about being 
in one of the countries 10 days 
before travel could receive up 
to 10 years in prison – which 
has drawn criticism for being 
excessive.

the government says it has 
signed contracts with 16 hotels 
so far, securing nearly 5,000 
rooms near english airports, 
with a further 58,000 rooms on 
standby.

“the rules coming into force 
today will bolster the quaran-
tine system and provide anoth-
er layer of security against new 
variants at the border,” said 
health secretary Matt Hancock, 
adding that they would also 
protect the national vaccina-
tion programme as the country 
worked “towards restoring nor-
mal life”.

the 11-night quarantine will 
cost people £1,750 ($2,420) 
and includes transport, food, 
accommodation and security 

costs, as well as other essential 
services and testing.

Passengers must have a neg-
ative Covid-19 test result from 
within three days of travel, and 
book and pay for the package 
before setting off for britain.

they will then take further 
tests on day two and eight of 
their stays.

the hotel occupants will only 
be able to leave their rooms in 
“very limited circumstances”, 
with exercise among them but 
requiring “special permission” 

from staff or security.
anyone refusing to take tests 

risks a fine of between £1,000 
and £2,000, while those who 
do not self-isolate could have 
to pay between £5,000 and 
£10,000.

a limited list of exemptions 
from the measures include 
hauliers travelling from Portu-
gal, defence personnel, visiting 
forces, government contractors 
and diplomatic missions.

foreign secretary Dominic 
raab on february 14 said the 
new regime would provide 
“extra safeguarding” as britain 
looks to ease strict lockdown 
measures next month after 
weeks of falling infection 
rates.

“We think we’ve got the right 
balance – robust measures, 
but targeted measures,” he 
told sky News, branding calls 
for a blanket travel ban dispro-
portionate.

the uK government unveiled 
the plans earlier this month fol-
lowing pressure to tighten brit-
ain’s borders amid fears foreign 
virus variants could derail the 
country’s so far successful mass 
vaccination programme. afp

A member of Doctors Without Borders (MSF) puts on protective gear at the isolation ward of the Donka Hospital in Conakry, where people infected with the Ebola virus are being 
treated. Four people have died of Ebola in Guinea, the first resurgence of the haemorrhagic fever in the West African nation since a 2013-2016 epidemic left thousands dead, 
health minister Remy Lamah said on Saturday. afp

A new 10-day hotel quarantine regime for British residents returning to 
the UK from 33 virus variant hotspots began on Monday. afp

syria Kurds hand baghdad 
over 100 alleged Is fighters, 
Iraq security source says
a us-baCKeD Kurdish force in 
northeast syria handed over 
100 alleged Islamic state (Is) 
group fighters to baghdad this 
week, a senior Iraqi security 
source said on february 14.

the Iraqi fighters were being 
interrogated before being 
transferred to the judiciary, the 
source said.

but an official with the syr-
ian Democratic forces (sDf) 
denied the handover had tak-
en place.

the semi-autonomous 
Kurdish administration is 
sometimes reluctant to dis-
cuss issues related to Is fight-
ers or their families held in 
sDf prisons and camps.

the Kurdish force has already 
handed over around 900 Iraq-
is caught fleeing the last rem-
nants of the jihadist “caliph-
ate” in 2019.

around 1,600 Iraqis were still 
detained in northeast syria at 
the end of last year over alleg-
edly fighting for Is, according 
to a uN report released earlier 
this month.

Iraq has tried thousands of 

its nationals for belonging to a 
“terrorist” group, which car-
ries the death penalty accord-
ing to the country’s 2005 
Counter-terror Law.

Hundreds of them have been 
condemned to death but only 
a small portion of the sentenc-
es have been carried out as they 
require presidential approval.

Current President barham 
saleh is known to be against 
capital punishment.

two senior officials from 
the us-led coalition said the 
original deal was also meant 
to include the transfer of at 
least 500 Iraqi civilians from 
the al-Hol displacement 
camp in northeast syria to 
Iraqi territory. 

al-Hol is home to over 60,000 
people who fled Is territory as 
the sDf closed in on the jihad-
ists.

about half of those living in 
the camp are Iraqis.

Kurdish authorities have 
insisted they must return to 
their homeland but the gov-
ernment in baghdad has been 
slow to act. afp



The Society for Medical Students of 
Thailand (SMST) has called on the 
police to investigate the assault on a 
medical volunteer during the February 
13 pro-democracy protests in Bangkok 
and bring the offenders to justice.

SMST released a statement on Febru-
ary 14 after pictures of a medical vol-
unteer being beaten up by the police 
were widely shared on social media. 
Medical volunteers had been stationed 
there to provide medical services at the 
pro-democracy rally in front of the 
Supreme Court in Bangkok’s Phra 
Nakhon district on February 13 night.

SMST said: “This is not the first 
time that medical volunteers were 
affected by police officials’ actions 
during protest events.

“Medical volunteers are not only 
there to treat injured protesters, but 
they could also ensure public safety 
in the areas where standard medical 
units and ambulances cannot access 
the injured persons on time.

“These volunteers are ‘street medics’ 
or ‘action medics’ who provide prehos-
pital care to injured persons and max-
imise their survival rate. The attack on 
these volunteers is therefore unaccept-
able and violates human rights.

“The SMST would like to urge the 
commander of crowd control police 
to take responsibility by investigating 
and clarifying the incident to the 
public with full transparency, as well 
as bring the offender to justice.”

National Police chief Police Gen-
eral Suwat Jangyodsuk said on Febru-
ary 14 while visiting injured officers 
that the attacked doctor was a trou-
blemaker and such a person “was a 
contributor to the chaos”.

February 13’s clashes with protest-
ers saw 23 police officers being hos-
pitalised with non-severe injuries. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Protests after Myanmar junta 
cuts internet, deploys troops
M

yaNMar’S junta 
cut the nation’s 
internet and 
deployed extra 

troops around the country on 
February 15 as it intensified a 
crackdown on anti-coup pro-
tests, but defiant demonstra-
tors again took to the streets. 

The military has steadily es-
calated efforts to quell an up-
rising against their seizure of 
power two weeks ago, which 
saw civilian leader aung San 
Suu Kyi detained along with 
hundreds, including mem-
bers of her democratically 
elected government.

With protesters refusing to 
back down, the generals im-
posed an hours-long inter-
net shutdown on February 
15 morning and ratcheted 
up the military’s presence 
across the country.

extra troops were seen in 
key locations of yangon, the 
nation’s commercial hub 
and biggest city, including 
armoured personnel carri-
ers near the central bank.

Live video streams on so-
cial media platforms before 
the blackout showed more 
military vehicles and sol-
diers moving through other 
parts of the country.

however, fresh protests 
again flared in yangon on 
February 15 morning, includ-
ing near the central bank.

hundreds of engineering 
and technology students 
protested in a northern dis-
trict of the city, according to 
an aFP journalist.

There was a fresh rally in 
the southern city of Dawei 
too, a verified live stream on 
Facebook showed, with hun-
dreds of protesters accompa-
nied by a marching band.

Some carried banners 
against the military that read: 
“They kill in [the] day. They 
steal at night. They lie on TV.”

Monitoring group NetBlocks 

reported that a “state-ordered 
information blackout” had 
taken Myanmar almost en-
tirely offline, but services 
began resuming around the 
start of the working day.

“Network data show na-
tional connectivity rising to 
ordinary levels after informa-
tion blackout,” NetBlocks re-
ported, adding that the outage 
lasted around eight hours.

But the monitor noted that 
most users in Myanmar were 
still barred from social media.

Intensifying fears the mili-
tary was going to impose a far 
harsher crackdown, troops in 
the northern city of Myitkyina 

fired tear gas then shot at a 
crowd on February 14 night.

a journalist at the scene 
said it was unclear whether 
police had used rubber bul-
lets or live rounds.

Local media outlets said 
at least five journalists 
monitoring the protest were 
detained and published 
pictures of some people 
wounded in the incident.

a joint statement from the 
uS, British and eu ambas-
sadors urged security forces 
not to harm civilians.

They said: “We call on se-
curity forces to refrain from 
violence against demonstra-

tors, who are protesting the 
overthrow of their legitimate 
government.”

uN secretary-general anto-
nio Guterres echoed that call. 
Through his spokesman, he 
also asked the military to “ur-
gently” allow Swiss diplomat 
Christine Schraner Burgener 
to visit Myanmar “to assess 
the situation first hand”.

The uS embassy advised 
its citizens to shelter in place 
and not risk defying an over-
night curfew imposed by the 
regime.

uN special rapporteur Tom 
andrews said the junta’s ef-
forts to rein in the burgeon-

ing protest movement was 
a sign of “desperation” and 
amounted to a declaration 
of war against its people.

he tweeted: “attention 
generals: you WILL be held 
accountable.”

Much of the country has 
been in uproar since soldiers 
detained aung San Suu Kyi 
and her top political allies on 
February 1, ending a decade-
old fledgling democracy after 
generations of junta rule.

The Nobel laureate spent 
years under house arrest dur-
ing an earlier dictatorship and 
has not been seen in public 
since she was detained. AFP

Calls for probe 
after Thai cops 
‘attack’ medical 
volunteer at rally

Protesters gather next to military vehicles parked along a street in downtown Yangon on Monday, the morning after Myanmar’s military cut 
the nation’s internet and deployed extra troops around the country. AFP

Police arrest a protester on Saturday. THE 
NATION

Brunei ranks Sea’s third in global digital inclusiveness survey
BruNeI is the third highest 
ranked country in Southeast 
asia (Sea) in the digital inclu-
siveness index, scoring high 
for affordability, accessibility, 
ability and attitude, according 
to global consultancy roland 
Berger’s Digital Inclusion 
Index 2020.

Singapore took the top spot, 
while the second-highest ranked 
country on the index was Malay-
sia (21st), followed by Brunei 
and Thailand (38th).

Brunei’s digital inclusiveness 
strength lies in its affordability. 
While the country’s overall score 
is 65, its affordability score is 
significantly higher at 86. This is 
due to cheap mobile-broadband 
prices, which are priced to 
match benchmarks set by Sin-
gapore and Malaysia.

Singapore also maintains its 
top spot for digital inclusiveness 
among 82 countries in global 
consultancy roland Berger’s 
Digital Inclusion Index 2020, fol-

lowed by Sweden, Denmark, 
Netherlands and the uS.

Digital inclusion is defined as 
the empowerment of individu-
als and societies to effectively 
use information and communi-
cation technologies (ICT), ena-
bling them to contribute to and 
benefit from today’s digitalised 
economies and societies.

In Sea, around 150 million 
adults – 31 per cent of the 
population – are digitally 
excluded. Disabilities, illitera-
cy, age, wealth, concentration 
of economic activity in urban 
areas and enterprise access to 
capital are common factors 
that create the divide.

It is estimated that at least $15 
billion per year can be unlocked 
in Sea by bridging the digital 
divide. But it is unclear how this 
can be achieved, both region-
ally and globally.

To tackle this problem, 
roland Berger developed a 
Digital Inclusion Index and 

Digital Inclusion Framework.
The index measures and 

analyses levels of digital inclu-
siveness in countries across 
the globe. It ranks 82 coun-
tries, based on their scores 
across four digital inclusion 
levers – accessibility, afforda-
bility, ability and attitude.

Sea ranks fifth out of seven 
global regions, and below the 
global average. Singapore fin-
ished top of the 10 Sea coun-
tries. Myanmar was the most 
improved nation in the entire 
index. This study details the 
strengths, weaknesses and dig-
ital inclusion development 

results for each Sea country.
roland Berger’s Digital Inclu-

sion Framework is designed to 
foster digital inclusion.

It comprises seven key driv-
ers, which underpin the four 
levers – technology, media and 
telecommunications (TMT) 
infrastructure development to 
enable universal access; digital 
content creation to support 
greater engagement; regulation 
reform and wholesale open 
access to promote competitive 
pricing; public access to con-
nect and assist the financially 
challenged; active learning 
support to build digital literacy 
and skills; awareness and usage 
campaigning to enhance 
enthusiasm for digital; and safe 
digital environment to ease 
security fears.

The Digital Inclusion Frame-
work also factors in the impor-
tance of the two main actors in 
digital inclusion – governments 
and the private sector. It offers 

recommendations for both, 
focusing on the content creation 
role of the private sector and 
leadership role of government.

Data was compiled for the 
index from sources such as 
government publications, glo-
bal databases and interna-
tional surveys. Sea’s rankings 
were hampered by low scores 
for affordability and ability, 
due to large low-income pop-
ulations, and levels of educa-
tion and digital literacy in 
emerging areas that lag behind 
the global average.

Groups most susceptible to 
digital exclusion, as identified 
by the report, include low-in-
come households, rural com-
munities, the elderly, the illit-
erate, and persons with 
disabilities. at the enterprise 
level, micro, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (MSMes) 
are at greater risk compared to 
larger businesses. BORNEO  

BULLETIN/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

While Brunei’s overall digital inclusiveness score is 65, its affordability 
score is significantly higher at 86. PUBLIC DOMAIN
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T
He Council for the 
Development of 
Cambodia (CDC) has 
completed the draft-

ing of the long-awaited new 
Law on Investment. The draft 
will be later tabled at the eco-
nomic and financial Policy 
Committee before being sub-
mitted to the Council of Min-
isters and the National assem-
bly for elaboration, and is 
expected to enter into force by 
the end of the first semester of 
2021, if things go smoothly.

The new draft law is 
expected to enhance predict-
ability and boost further 
incentives on top of the exist-
ing ones. 

New incentives have been 
developed based on long-
term consultations with the 
private sector and internal 
discussions among key gov-
ernment stakeholders. Within 
the government, introducing 
new incentives is the con-
stant battles between dual 
duties and dilemma between 
the need to maintain and 
increase revenue collection, 
and the need to nurture long-
term business and attract 
new investment. It is a “chick-
en-and-egg” discussion on 
which should come first, all 
the while without compro-
mising the current level of 
national revenue.

The 21st Cambodia-Japan 
Public-Private Sector Meeting 
held on february 11 can offer 
a good glance of dialogue 
between public and private 
sectors on terms and condi-
tions for investment, and 
even internal cross-sectoral 
debates between various gov-
ernment stakeholders. This 
platform is rather uniquely 
targeting Japanese investors, 
with a no-nonsense atmos-
phere and attachment to 
technical details saved for 
serious and real business 
dealings on the ground. 

The Japanese side is repre-
sented mainly by the Japa-
nese business association of 
Cambodia (JbaC) which cur-
rently boasts 270 Japanese 
company members belong-
ing to various sectors includ-
ing manufacturing, construc-
tion, real estate, trade, 

transport, commerce, 
finance, insurance and serv-
ices. all of them are holding a 
high standard of compliance 
with Cambodian law and fol-
lowing strictly new regula-
tions, social rules and labour 
conditions. Therefore, their 
concerns are being taken 
care of very seriously by the 
Cambodian government.

and such platform is in 
fact beneficial not only for 
Japanese firms but also for 
the overall improvement of 
Cambodia’s investment cli-
mate and confidence.

With the CDC as coordina-
tor, other key Cambodian 
stakeholders include the Min-
istry of economy and 
finance; the General Depart-
ment of Taxation (GDT); the 
General Department of Cus-
toms and excise (GDCe); the 
Ministry of Commerce; the 
Ministry of Mine and energy; 
the electricite du Cambodge 
(eDC); the Ministry of Public 
Work and Transport; the Min-
istry of Labour and Vocational 
Training; the Ministry of envi-
ronment; and other minis-
tries that may vary according 
to challenges of the days 
raised by the Japanese side.

Discussion focused on 
extremely specific technical 
issues, namely seniority 
indemnity; applying 
accounting treatment of 
CMT (Cut-Make-Trim) to the 
whole manufacturing indus-
tries; parallel import; new 
price table for electricity; the 
environmental endowment 
fund that is voluntary and 
the Social and environmen-
tal fund that is obligatory; 
early operationalisation of 
the Stung bot border gate; 
and multi-stakeholder 
human resource develop-

ment supported by the Japa-
nese government.

The face-to-face discussion 
helped both sides to clarify on 
interpretation and implemen-
tation of new regulations, 
raise mutual concerns and 
update on key policy issues.

Some of the key concerns 
for Japanese companies have 
been structural challenges 
for Cambodia such as elec-
tricity cost; difficulties to 
localise managers and site 
managers; employee compe-
tency; increasing employee 
wages; underdeveloped 
logistics infrastructure; and 
difficulty in local procure-

ment of raw materials and 
parts. It is worth noting that 
Cambodia’s local content in 
terms of raw material and 
parts supply is relatively very 
low. according to the most 
recent survey conducted by 
the Japan external Trade 
Organisation (JeTrO), only 
5.4 per cent of inputs used by 
surveyed Japanese firms are 
procured locally compared to 
at least 20 per cent for other 
countries in the region.

These challenges are in fact 
the very essence of new incen-
tives that the draft Law on 
Investment aims to address.

for instance, the draft law 
provides for the exemption of 
value-added tax (VaT) for the 
purchase of certain produc-
tion inputs that are locally 
produced. The draft law also 
gives special tax deduction 
rate of 150 per cent from the 
tax base for companies’ 
expenses on research and 
development (r&D) and 
innovation; human resource 
development through provi-
sion of vocational training 
and skills for Cambodian 
workers; upgrading of 
machinery to serve the pro-
duction line; construction of 
dormitories, canteens, and 
nurseries; provision of com-
fortable means of transport; 
and other expense that aims 
to promote the welfare of 
Cambodian employees. These 
are concrete structural policy 
measures provided by the 

new draft law to improve 
competitiveness as well as 
provide welfare support 
toward workers that in effect 
will also address challenges 
raised above by Japanese 
companies.

On top of that, the tax holi-
day has been revised to make 
it even more generous as 
Qualified Investment 
Projects (QIPs) can obtain an 
income tax exemption period 
from three to nine years from 
the beginning of the first 
income. after the end of tax 
holiday period, QIPs can also 
pay tax at a progressive rate 
for six years, while all imports 
are exempted from full duty 
including excise and VaT. In 
terms of operation, the draft 
law also provides for the 
enhancement of investment 
facilitation, particularly 
through the improvement of 
“One Stop Mechanism”.

Learning especially from the 
Covid-19 situation, the draft 
law also provides government 
flexibility in giving special 
incentive for specific indus-
tries through the annual Law 
on financial Management in 
the unforeseen circumstances 
or to newly emerging indus-
tries that are not stipulated in 
a separate sub-decree.

Stability and predictability 
are key for investment confi-
dence. In other words, insta-
bility and unpredictability 
are the enemy for investors. 
Despite attraction to incen-
tives, it is common that 
investors often seek early 
warning and are very cau-
tious for abrupt policy 
changes that may disturb 
their mid- and long-term 
investment plan. 

Strong political, social and 
macro-economic stability 
have been a great asset for 
Cambodia in the last two dec-
ades, resulting in a stronger 
investment confidence. Nev-
ertheless, Cambodia still 
needs to constantly make 
more efforts in gaining more 
trust and confidence from 
investors especially when it 
comes to legal frameworks, 
and implementation on the 
ground, if Cambodia wishes 
to further strengthen its com-
petitiveness in the region.

The writer is strategic adviser to the 
Asian Vision Institute (AVI)

Cambodia’s new draft law on 
investment and its effects

A view of Phnom Penh skyline. Stability and predictability are key for investment confidence. heng chivoan
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cambodia still needs to 
constantly make more efforts 

in gaining more trust and 
confidence from investors



Hong Raksmey

O
NLY about a year old and 
just beginning to imitate 
the sounds of their par-
ent’s speech, two babies 

are fighting a cruel disease that has 
necessitated that they be sent all 
the way to Japan by the NGO Japan 
Heart for medical treatment.

The two babies are from differ-
ent families in Cambodia. One is 
9-months-old and the other about a 
year old. Both have been diagnosed 
with an uncommon form of cancer 
called hepatoblastoma and were sent 
to Japan last January to prepare for sur-
gery at the Okayama Medical Centre.  

 “We have sent cancer patients [to 
Japan] three times before. The first 
three cases were in 2011, 2015, and 
2017 before Japan Heart started of-
fering cancer treatments here in 
Cambodia. All three patients are 
healthy now,” said Kanan Nakamu-
ra, the public relations and market-
ing manager for Japan Heart. 

“But since the Japan Heart Chil-
dren’s Medical Centre (JHCMC) 
opened, we can treat some cases at 
our hospital in Cambodia.

“However, these are the two most 
complicated cases that we have 
seen since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” she says. 

Normally the JHCMC, which is 
located in Ponhea Leu Referral 
hospital, invites pediatric surgery 
teams to Cambodia once every two 
months to perform surgeries on 
child cancer patients.

However, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, it has become extremely 
difficult for these specialised teams 
to travel to Cambodia. 

Given the realities of the situation, 
the Okayama Medical Centre has se-
lected the two most difficult cases of 
the 36 patients being treated by Japan 
Heart in Cambodia and arranged for 
them to receive surgery in Japan. 

Nakamura told The Post that “Before 
COVID-19, it was much easier for us to 
send doctors from Japan to Cambodia 
because there are some risks for the 
patients to travel such a long distance. 
So if the doctors can come to the pa-
tients then the patients do not have 
the extra stress from travelling.”

“However, now doctors can’t come 
to Cambodia because of the manda-
tory quarantine for 14 days. We used 
to invite some of the best pediatric 
surgeons in Japan to JHCMC and 
those doctors are usually too busy 
and have too many patients to treat 
to stay at a hotel for 14 days and self-
quarantine,” she says.

Japan Heart founder Hideto Yosh-
ioka is a pediatric surgeon himself 
and he has been doing as much sur-
gery as he possibly can alongside 
Cambodian doctors. 

However, it was decided that it 
would be too difficult for Yoshioka 
and the local doctors to perform 
the surgeries for the two babies who 
have been hospitalized with hepato-
blastoma since the summer of 2020.

Nakamura said that “in August 
2020, both patients were diagnosed 
as having a tumor in their livers and 
they came to Japan Heart. This type 
of cancer is called hepatoblastoma.”

She said that in the past there were 
patients with hepatoblastoma who had 
successfully recovered after surgery by 
Yoshioka assisted by local doctors and 
nurses at Japan heart. However, these 
latest two cases have turned out to be 
too difficult to treat in the same way.

In particular, one of the baby’s sur-
geries is expected to be extremely 
difficult and it would not be possible 
to save his life in a local facility. The 
other baby’s condition is considered 
unstable and possibly subject to sud-
denly worsening, making it especially 
important that they have high quality 
emergency care on hand just in case. 

According to Nakamura, it is difficult 
to perform these surgeries and man-
age the patient’s postoperative care 
at Japan Heart Cambodia because 
they do not have sufficient diagnos-
tic equipment or enough specialists 
available who are familiar with han-
dling this kind of surgery for a baby. 

“As far as I can confirm, there was 
no record of hepatoblastoma sur-
gery performed in Cambodia before 
Japan Heart established a hospital 
here, and it was thought that it was a 
disease that could not be cured.

“Japan Heart has now treated many 
cases of hepatoblastoma in Cambo-

dia since 2018. As for the survival rate, 
there are no statistics available for that 
form of cancer so we cannot know the 
exact rate for it, but we know the sur-
vival rate among patients who have re-
ceived cancer treatment at Japan Heart 
is as high as 50 percent,” she says.

Japan Heart is an international 
medical volunteer organization that 
was established in 2004 in Japan. 
They are the only Japanese organisa-
tion to have received an award from 
the United Nations Interagency Task 
Force on the prevention and control 
of non-communicable diseases. 

The centre’s mission is to deliver 

medical care to places it otherwise 
would not be available and to provide 
free medical care and surgery for chil-
dren in Japan, Myanmar, Cambodia 
and Laos, with a total of more than 
35,000 treatments provided annually.

“Access to specialized surgeons, spe-
cific medicines and pathology tests are 
not as good as they used to be [prior 
to the pandemic]. Too many patients 
come to our hospital [in Cambodia] 
and we are struggling to make sure 
that all patients can receive cancer 
treatment on time,” says Nakamura. 

The two babies are scheduled for 
tumour removal surgery sometime 
between February and March pend-
ing the results of preoperative exam-
inations according to Japan Heart. 

They have to wait for 14 days in 
quarantine to enter Japan but both 
of their cancers are considered early 
stage and the two week wait shouldn’t 
be a problem. Generally, difficulties 
tend to arise when patients do not 
know that they have cancer and miss 
the crucial window for treatment at 
an early stage before the tumour can 
grow or the cancer can spread to 
other areas of their body. 

The two babies and their ac-
companying family members and 
medical staff completed testing for 
Covid-19 before leaving Cambodia 
and immediately upon entering 
Japan, and they were tested again 
after two weeks at the end of their 
mandatory quarantine. 

“After confirming that all tests 
were negative, they were admitted 
to Okayama Medical Centre,” ac-
cording to Nakamura. 

Though the Okayama Medical Cen-
tre is covering the costs of medical 
care in its hospital, all of the other liv-
ing expenses for the babies and their 
families still need to be paid for. 

Nakamura says “we are currently 
accepting donations for these ba-
bies and their families. The dona-
tions will be used to pay for travel 
and accommodation expenses for 
these patients while in Japan.”

If you are interested in donating to 
help these two babies with expenses 
related to their treatment and recov-
ery from cancer you can visit Japan 
Heart’s Facebook page for details:

@japanheart.hospital
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Adorable pair of Cambodian babies
on a cancer treatment trip to Japan

Hideto Yoshioka (left), founder of Japan Heart, with the two infant patients and a 
mother of one of the babies at Japan Heart Cambodia. SUPPLIED

The infant patients with their accompanying family members and medical staff  as they 
arrive in Japan. SUPPLIED

The two babies, aged nine months and one year, are getting ready to fly to Japan for complex cancer surgeries. SUPPLIED



Lifestyle
14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  16, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Letter shaped like a horseshoe
  6 Sizable
 11 Opposite of gross
 14 Electrical unit
 15 Passover month
 16 Kind of moron?
 17 About to appear
 19 Headstone letters
 20 German poet Heinrich
 21 King’s place
 23 Trumpeter Herb
 26 Moored
 27 Word before “in sickness and in 

health”
 28 Performed wrongly
 29 Neither here ___ there
 30 “Natural” starter
 32 Odist’s Muse
 35 Tolkien forest creatures
 37 Arranges by kind
 39 Slide sideways
 40 Your house, e.g.
 42 Palette pigment
 44 Yoko of music fame
 45 How much folklore is passed on

 47 With a sharper taste
 49 Court rule enforcer
 51 Sneaker bottoms
 52 Trig function
 53 Mill output
 55 Nest egg component
 56 Worthless
 61 Fifth of a scale
 62 Brother in a hood?
 63 Arctic inhabitant
 64 Right-angled extension
 65 Musical “repeat” sign
 66 ___-weeny
DOWN
  1 On vacation
  2 Long March leader
  3 Goof
  4 Amass
  5 Sticks like glue
  6 In a little while, to Shakespeare
  7 Wordless entertainer
  8 Tire-pressure abbr.
  9 Knights’ weapons
 10 Fencer’s warning
 11 A U.S. state
 12 Napoleon was one

 13 Did a word processing chore
 18 Like oranges and lemons
 22 Mixes batter
 23 Sleeping problem
 24 Fish-eating diving birds
 25 Stops for ships
 26 Annually celebrated event
 28 Compassionate treatment
 31 English Channel borough
 33 Like a fork
 34 They’re sniffed at
 36 Ecological stages
 38 Living room piece
 41 Export-import duties
 43 Cheese dish
 46 Poe’s maiden
 48 Put new shelf paper down
 49 Paycheck booster
 50 Flynn of old Hollywood
 53 Musial or Laurel
 54 “Comin’ ___ the Rye”
 57 Semi, e.g.
 58 Really regret
 59 Loud noise
 60 Sloppy home?

“PLENTY OF DINNER SCRAPS” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

New generation of chefs
in Singapore are serving
up the street food classics

a
fter the pandem-
ic torpedoed his 
chance to work at 
a Michelin-starred 

New york restaurant, Lim Wei 
Keat returned to his roots by 
becoming a Singapore street-
food chef cooking local fare.

the 25-year-old is among 
a growing number of young 
street-food vendors – known 
as “hawkers” locally – fuelling 
hopes that a new generation 
will preserve the city-state’s 
culinary traditions.

Singapore is full of open-air 
food courts offering a wide 
variety of cuisines influenced 
by the Southeast asian na-
tion’s ethnic Chinese, Indian 
and Muslim populations.

even after the city-state bal-
looned into an affluent finan-
cial hub, the hawker tradition 
lived on, and remains a cen-
tral part of everyday life for 
many.

the uN recognised this 
tradition as “intangible cul-
tural heritage” in December, 
describing the centres where 
hawkers toil as “community 
dining rooms” that bring to-
gether people from diverse 
backgrounds.

but many chefs are head-
ing toward retirement – their 
median age is 59 – and young 
Singaporeans often shun 
the trade, stoking fears that 
hawker traditions and their 
delicious dishes could be 
lost.

Disappearing flavours
Lim stumbled into becom-

ing an apprentice hawker, 
only choosing to do so as he 
could not take up an intern-
ship at a uS restaurant last 
year due to coronavirus travel 
curbs.

but he feels he has found 
his true calling.

“Local dishes would disap-
pear if young people did not 
take over stalls or learn [to 
cook] these dishes,” Lim said.

He got the apprenticeship 
through government initia-
tives aimed at safeguarding 
the street food culture, which 
has helped dozens of younger 
chefs join the trade.

 Hawkers usually focus on 
just one or two dishes, from 
fried rice noodles and turnip 
cake to curry puffs. Lim chose 
an ever-popular traditional 
favourite – Hainanese chicken 
rice – and likes to cook it the 
old-fashioned way.

“I love chicken rice, so why 
not start with something that 
I love and I’m passionate 
about?”

His mentor, 61-year-old 
Neo Cheng Leong, has been 
selling the dish for 30 years.

He makes it from scratch 
every morning at his stall, 
cleaning the chicken, poach-
ing it at just the right temper-
ature, then cooking the rice 
in chicken broth, with ginger 
and scallion-infused oil.

Cuts of the tender meat 
are served with a plate of the 
resultant fragrant rice with 
garlic chilli sauce and sweet-
ened soy sauce, all for just S$3 
(uS$2.3).

His two sons, both in their 
early 20s, are studying at uni-
versity and have no interest 
in taking over the stall after 
seeing how hard their parents 
worked for three decades, 
said Neo.

“If I don’t teach (appren-
tices) then this flavour will 
disappear from Singapore,” 
Neo said.

Once Lim has completed 
his government training pro-
gramme – which includes 
two months of training under 
Neo, and cooking for a panel 

of judges – he can rent a stall 
at a heavily subsidised rate 
for 15 months.

Still, there are many chal-
lenges that make it hard to 
lure young Singaporeans 
from better-paid office jobs, 
such as rising costs and long 
hours.

‘What’s wrong with you?’
and then there is the stigma.
“back in the day, it was re-

ally seen as a profession for 
those who have no route 
into life,” said Kf Seetoh, an 
influential critic and entre-
preneur who created a pop-
ular guide for hawker food 
in Singapore.

“there’s still a school of 
people who would say ‘what, 
you want to be a hawker? 
What’s wrong with you?’”

Hawkers are also forced to 
keep prices low to compete 
with rivals, meaning that 
making ends meet in one of 
the world’s most expensive 
cities can be tough.

Shawn aw, a chef who runs 
a noodle stall with his 60-
year-old mother, admitted 
it was hard work and said he 
only made around S$1,000 
($750) per month which is 
far below Singapore’s medi-
an wage of S$4,500 ($3,370), 
according to official data.

“you definitely have to 
come in early and go home 
late . . . it’s a bit tough, you 
have to work hard,” the 32-
year-old said. AFP

Lim is among a small but growing number of young Singaporean street food vendors, or ‘hawkers’, who are 
fuelling hopes that a new generation will preserve the city-state’s culinary traditions. AFP

Hawker apprentice Lim Wei Keat plates a dish at a chicken rice stall in 
Singapore. AFP
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Man utd stumbles at West brom as 
aubameyang hits Leeds with hat-trick
M

anchester united’s 
faltering Premier League 
title challenge suffered 
another blow in a 1-1 

draw at struggling West brom, while 
Pierre-emerick aubameyang hit a 
hat-trick in arsenal’s 4-2 win against 
Leeds on sunday.

united have dropped points in five 
of their last seven league games to 
allow Manchester city to pull seven 
points clear, with a game in hand.

a point was enough to nudge 
Ole Gunnar solskjaer’s men back 
above Leicester into second on 
goal difference.

but that was of little consolation to 
united against a West brom side that 
had conceded 24 goals in taking just 
one point from their previous seven 
home games.

Indeed, it was sam allardyce’s men 
who had the better chances to win 
the game and give their dwindling 
hopes of beating the drop a boost.

united made the worst possible 
start when conor Gallagher swung in 
a cross and Mbaye Diagne outmus-
cled Victor Lindelof to power home a 
header after just 80 seconds.

“We gave ourselves a tough start,” 
said solskjaer, whose side have fall-
en behind in eight of their 12 away 
league games this season.

“you’ve got 90 odd minutes to make 
amends so there is no need to panic 
but I didn’t feel we built that momen-
tum until too late in the first half.

“second half there was only one-
way traffic but still there were a cou-
ple of moments where we could have 
lost the game.”

united struggled to make the most 
of their territorial dominance until 
bruno fernandes produced a mo-
ment of magic with a dipping volley 

on his weaker left foot a minute be-
fore half-time.

sam Johnstone denied Mason 
Greenwood and scott Mctominay 
had an effort cleared off the line as 
united pressed for a winner after the 
break.

but it was Diagne who twice should 
have won the game late on as he was 
denied when one-on-one with David 
de Gea before blazing an enticing 
low cross over the bar.

Johnstone was required once more 
deep into stoppage time when he 
tipped harry Maguire’s header onto 
the post.

       Aubameyang propels Arsenal 
at the emirates stadium, aubam-
eyang scored his first ever Premier 
League hat-trick to get the Gunners 
back on track after two successive 
defeats and three games without a 
win.

aubameyang has endured a dif-
ficult season marred by poor form 
and his mother’s illness, which 
prompted him to take a leave of ab-
sence recently.

the arsenal captain struck in the 
13th minute when he skipped away 
from Luke ayling and fired low past 
Illan Meslier.

aubameyang converted a 41st-
minute penalty after Meslier lost pos-
session and then fouled bukayo saka.

hector bellerin made it three on 
the stroke of half-time when his 
shot beat the hapless Meslier’s weak 
attempted save at his near post.

aubameyang completed his hat-
trick in the 47th minute with a div-
ing header from emile smith rowe’s 
cross for his 11th goal of the season.

Pascal struijk’s 58th-minute head-
er and helder costa’s strike in the 
69th minute came too late for Mar-
celo bielsa’s men as arsenal climbed 
above Leeds into 10th place.

“the hat-trick means a lot. It’s been 
a tough time for me,” aubameyang 
said.

“everyone was giving a lot of love 
to me, my mum and my family. I 
have to say thank you to everyone at 
the club and the fans.”

everton missed the chance to move 
level with neighbours Liverpool in 
fourth as they were well beaten 2-0 
by fulham.

Josh Maja scored twice for the 
visitors at Goodison Park to end ful-
ham’s 12-game winless league run.

scott Parker’s men still face an up-
hill task to survive, but close the gap 
on newcastle, who travel to chelsea 
on Monday, to seven points.

Wolves moved 12 points clear of the 
drop zone after coming from behind 
for a 2-1 win that extended south-
ampton’s six-game losing streak in 
the league.

the saints had beaten nuno es-
pirito santo’s men to reach the fa 
cup quarter-finals in midweek and 
made a promising start when Danny 
Ings converted stuart armstrong’s 
cross.

but ruben neves’ penalty and Pe-
dro neto’s strike just past the hour 
earned only a second Wolves win in 
11 league games. AFP

Liverpool seeks season saving lift
LIVerPOOL are badly in need 
of a champions League lift to 
save their season, but with Jur-
gen Klopp’s men seemingly 
devoid of confidence and 
showing signs of physical and 
mental fatigue, rb Leipzig are 
far from perfect opponents in 
the last 16.

barred from entering Ger-
many due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the english cham-
pions head to budapest for 
tuesday’s first leg on the back 
of three wins in their last 12 
games in all competitions.

that run has ended their 
chances of silverware by 
retaining their league title or 

lifting the fa cup, leaving the 
champions League as Liver-
pool’s only route to glory this 
season.

however, there is little reason 
to believe there is a revival on 
the horizon for a squad that has 
been hamstrung by injuries all 
season and badly in need of 
rejuvenation.

the loss of three centre-backs 
– the talismanic Virgil van Dijk, 
Joe Gomez and Joel Matip – to 
season-ending injuries has had 
a devastating impact on Liver-
pool’s season.

Without them, Liverpool’s 
bite to quickly recoup posses-
sion in midfield has gone as has 

the pace of Van Dijk and Gomez 
to defend a high line.

the injuries have also meant 
the core of alisson, trent alex-
ander-arnold, andy robertson, 
henderson, fabinho, Georgin-
io Wijnaldum, sadio Mane, 
roberto firmino and Mohamed 
salah have had to carry a huge 
burden of minutes in a season 
congested like no other.

after four years of imple-
menting Klopp’s energy-sap-
ping style of high pressing foot-
ball, Liverpool’s reserves have 
run dry.

“When you look at the per-
centage of Premier League 
minutes played from august 
2018, this is a team that have 
gone to the well for three years 
and produced unbelievable 
moments, trophies for this 
club,” former Liverpool defend-
er Jamie carragher told sky 
sports.

“this is not an attitude thing. 
this is not a team who think, 
‘We’ve won the league, we’ve 
made it’. they just haven’t 
stopped for three years.”

carragher pointed to the 
transformational impact the 
three signings of salah, Van 
Dijk and alisson had in con-
secutive transfer windows in 
2017 and 2018 to turn Liverpool 
into champions.

With salah and Mane turning 

29 this year and firmino 30 in 
October, the chance to cash in 
on another prize asset in their 
peak looks to have gone. 

Leipzig’s controversial own-
ership structure as part of red 
bull’s sports empire may not 
be popular with fans in Ger-
many, but it has helped them 
become a model for successful 
player trading.

Dayot upamecano’s depar-
ture to bayern Munich at the 
end of the season for €43 mil-
lion is the latest big profit to 
be made on a player signed 
for just €2 million by another 
red bull-owned club salz-
burg five-and-a-half years 
ago.

Despite losing the goals of 
another long-term Liverpool 
target timo Werner to chelsea, 
Leipzig are bayern’s closest 
challengers for the bundesliga 
this season and knocked out 
Manchester united to reach 
the last 16 from a competitive 
group, also including Paris 
saint-Germain.

a steady stream of young 
new recruits such as Dani 
Olmo, christopher nkunku, 
Konate and angelino, has 
made Leipzig a real force on 
the european stage and gave a 
lesson for Liverpool in how not 
to allow standards to slip with 
a stale squad. AFP

Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah reacts during the 
English Premier League football match. CARL RECINE/POOL/AFP

scoring leader beal racks
up 35 in win over celtics
nba scoring leader bradley beal 
poured in 35 points on sunday 
to spark the Washington Wiz-
ards over the boston celtics 
104-91, delivering a rare home 
victory for what had been the 
league’s second-worst squad.

beal went 10-of-18 from the 
floor, 4-of-9 from 3-point range, 
and 11-of-11 from the free 
throw line while the Wizards 
grabbed a season-best 54 
rebounds and kept boston to 
32-of-90 shooting.

Japanese forward rui 
hachimura scored 15 points 
while russell Westbrook had 13 
points, 11 assists and nine 
rebounds for the Wizards, who 
improved to 7-17 overall but 
remained the nba’s worst team 
at home at 3-9.

Jaylen brown and Kemba 
Walker each scored 25 points 
to lead the celtics, who fell to 
fifth in the east at 13-13. Jayson 
tatum, a boyhood pal of beal, 
had only six points on 3-of-14 
shooing.

“It’s always a battle. Jayson is 
a superstar,” beal said. “you 
always have to bring it. the 
mental has to be there. It always 
feels good to get a win.”

beal rested in a 109-91 loss 
friday to new york.

“for me it was just being able 
to be away from the game, 

unwind, be with the wife and 
kids,” beal said. “for once I 
actually listened to my mind 
and body and took a day off.”

Westbrook will face his for-
mer club, the houston rockets, 
on Monday when former Wiz-
ards star John Wall returns to 
the us capital.

“We’ve got John coming in. 
you know they are going to be 
riled up,” beal said. “they got 
the best of us down there, so 
we’ve got to make sure that 
doesn’t happen again.”

beal scored seven points in 
Washington’s 15-8 run to start 
the game, with boston opening 
2-of-9 from the floor.

beal, who began 5-of-5 then 
missed his next six shots from 
the floor, had 12 in the first 
quarter as the Wizards opened 
a 29-22 edge.

Washington seized a 55-43 
halftime edge, matching the 
fewest first-half points the Wiz-
ards had allowed all season.

an 11-0 run sparked by six 
points from hachimura gave 
Washington a 77-53 edge. the 
celtics responded with an 11-1 
run but the Wizards ended the 
third quarter with an 11-3 spurt 
for an 89-67 advantage.

Washington lifted the lead as 
large as 101-76 and cruised to 
the finish.

West Bromwich Albion’s English goalkeeper Sam Johnston dives to make a save from a header. MICHAEL STEELE/POOL/AFP
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Lukaku reaches 300 career goals as 
Inter defeats Lazio for Serie a lead
r

OMeLu Lukaku 
scored twice to reach 
300 career goals as 
Inter Milan moved 

above aC Milan to the top of 
Serie a with an impressive 3-1 
home win over Lazio on feb-
ruary 14.

Lukaku’s brace came in the 
first half as Inter made the most 
of their city rivals’ surprising 2-0 
loss at Spezia on february 13.

Inter, bidding for a first Scu-
detto since winning the treble 
under Jose Mourinho in 2010, 
are now one point clear of aC 
Milan, with roma six points 
further back in third.

The stage is set for a mouth-
watering Milan derby at the 
San Siro on february 21.

“He [Lukaku] came back fir-
ing on all cylinders tonight and 
we need this romelu. We need 
this determination and passion 
from everyone in the team,” In-
ter coach antonio Conte said.

“I am happy for the lads, in-
evitably this must be a start-
ing point for us and not the 
finish line. We know the next 
game is the derby with Milan, 
going into it above them is 
obviously much better.

“It’s going to be a fascinat-
ing game between two teams 
who have strong ambitions.”

Conte apologised on febru-
ray 13 for appearing to show 
the finger to his former club’s 
directors at half-time of the 
controversial Italian Cup match 
at Juventus on february 9.

at the San Siro, Lukaku 
opened the scoring on 22 
minutes from the penalty 
spot after Wesley Hoedt 

fouled Lautaro Martinez.
The belgium forward then 

moved level with Cristiano 
ronaldo at the top of the Se-
rie a goalscoring charts just 
before the break, as he hit a 
loose ball first time on the 
half-volley for his 16th league 
goal of the campaign.

The deficit was halved just 
after the hour mark as Gonzalo 

escalante’s free-kick was de-
flected to leave Inter goalkeeper 
Samir Handanovic flat-footed.

but Inter’s return to the 
summit was secured in the 
64th minute as Lukaku turned 
the provider for Martinez.

a move which started at 
the edge of the home box and 
continued with Lukaku’s 
powerful run from the half-

way line ended with Marti-
nez side-footing in his 11th 
effort of the season.

Veretout double
earlier, french midfielder 

Jordan Veretout also struck 
twice as roma beat udinese 
3-0 to climb back to third.

atalanta moved up to sev-
enth, level on points with fifth-

placed Napoli, after Luis Muri-
el scored in the 90th minute to 
earn a 1-0 victory at Cagliari.

One week after losing to 
Juve, roma took advantage of 
the champions’ loss to Napoli

roma continued their strong 
form at the Stadio Olimpico 
even without edin Dzeko, who 
returned from his brief exile 
when he came on for the last 

21 minutes. They are the only 
team in Serie a still unbeaten 
at home this season.

Veretout put roma ahead af-
ter five minutes, racing forward 
to meet a cross from Gianluca 
Mancini with a powerful header. 

after visiting goalkeeper Juan 
Musso upended Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan in the 25th minute, Vere-
tout converted the penalty.

It was Veretout’s fourth 
succesful penalty and ninth 
league goal of the season. 

With 15 league goals (and 17 
in all competitions) since his 
arrival in rome from fiorentina 
in 2019, the former aston Villa 
and Nantes player has overtak-
en Vincent Candela as roma’s 
top-scoring french player.

Veretout said he had been 
told to get into the opposing 
penalty area more often by 
coach Paulo fonseca.

“I have challenged him on the 
number of goals he scores,” said 
fonseca. “I told him that he had 
to score more than 10.”

In Cagliari, atalanta were 
frustrated for 90 minutes by 
the relegation-haunted hosts 
before the game sprung to life 
in the dying seconds. 

atalanta looked heavy legged 
four days after beating Napoli 
in the Italian Cup semi-finals 
but their bench made the dif-
ference. Muriel, who came on 
in the 68th minute, beat two 
defenders on the edge of the 
box before drilling home the 
winner in the 90th minute.

“It was a very difficult match 
from the start, I’m happy to 
have scored. Winning like that 
means a lot,” said Muriel. AFP

Injured Djokovic ‘gambles’, advances to quarter-finals
NOVaK Djokovic says it’s a “gam-
ble” to keep playing the australian 
Open as his abdominal injury could 
have an impact on the rest of his 
season, but the world number one 
is prepared to take the risk.

The Serbian eight-time cham-
pion sustained a “muscle tear” 
during a thrilling five-setter against 
Taylor fritz on february 12.

He didn’t train the following day 
but took to rod Laver arena on the 
evening of the 14th dosed up on 
painkillers to see off the threat 
posed by big-serving Canadian 
Milos raonic over four sets and 
make the quarter-finals.

Djokovic said the pain was 
“bearable” and he “somehow man-
aged to find a way and win”.

but he was not planning to train 
again on february 15, instead 
working on his recovery ahead of 
his last-eight clash with sixth seed 
alexander Zverev.

“I mean, it’s kind of a gamble, that’s 
what the medical team told me. It’s 
really unpredictable. you can’t know 
what’s going to happen with you 
once you’re on the court,” he said. 

“you’re not gonna save yourself or 
think about going for that point or 
this shot or that shot. It just pulls 
you. It’s normal. Playing at this level, 
you just want to give it your all. 

“It could cause much more dam-
age than there is at the moment but 
also could go in a good direction.”

The 33-year-old refused to say 
what exactly the problem was, 
although his abdomen was 
strapped against raonic, and he 
said after the fritz clash that it was 
“a tear of the muscle”.

‘There is always a risk’
“I know what it is, but I don’t 

want to talk about it now. I’m still 
in the tournament,” he said, con-
scious not to give Zverev any extra 
ammunition to target him.

“I hope you guys understand 
that. I don’t want to speculate too 
much about it.”

Djokovic’s win against raonic was 
his 300th at a Slam, only the second 
player in history to reach the mark 
after roger federer, who has 362. 

It kept him on track for an 18th 
Grand Slam title in his bid to close 

in on the 20 held by the Swiss great 
and rafael Nadal.

His drive for more Slam crowns 
is the reason he hasn’t pulled out, 
making clear that if it was any 
tournament other than a Grand 
Slam he would have withdrawn.

but playing on could mean he 
faces a period on the sidelines 
after Melbourne to recover. 

“I have talked a lot with my own 
medical team and also the medical 
team of Tennis australia – austral-
ian Open,” he said. 

“They all share the opinion that 
there is a slight, very slight, slim 
chance that I will make a signifi-
cant damage that would take me 
out of the tour for whatever, some 
extended period of time.

“So, yes, there is always a risk that 
the injury will get worse, but they 
don’t think it’s going to be very sig-
nificantly worse that it’s going to 
jeopardise my entire season.

“So it will jeopardise, depending 
on how I go here, certain tourna-
ments that are coming after aus-
tralian Open that I was maybe 
thinking to play.” AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return against Canada’s Milos Raonic during their men’s singles 
match on Day 7 of the Australian Open in Melbourne on Sunday. WilliAm WEST/AFP

Inter Milan’s forward Romelu Lukaku shoots to score his second goal during the Italian Serie A football match against Lazio Rome on Sunday at 
the San Siro stadium in Milan. mArco BErTorEllo/AFP
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