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Jab rollout lifts spirits but 
risks still haunt economy
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE government has 
issued a revision to sub-
decree No 129 regard-
ing pandemic control 

policies at border checkpoints. 
The revision increases the 

fines for those who escape 
from quarantine and those 
who help plan or assist with 
escapes. The revised sub-

decree increases the fine for 
the violator to between one 
million and 50 million riel 
(around $250 and $12,300). 

A separate sub-decree spe-
cifically related to Covid-19 
was also issued, stipulating 
that the fine for quarantine 
escapee will be from one to 
five million riel.

The revised sub-decree No 
129, signed by Prime Minister 

Hun Sen, amended provisions 
related to fines in Article 8. 

Article 8 now states: “Individu-
als who instigate, lead, instruct, 
incite, persuade or willingly as-
sist passengers or accompany 
them to evade an inspection 
or escape from quarantine re-
quirements have to pay a fine of 
10 million to 50 million riel.”

The sub-decree stipulated 
that the fine will be decided 

by the Ministry of Health. In 
cases where the violator re-
fuses to pay the fine or fails to 
pay it within 30 days from the 
date the ministry makes its 
decision, the cases must then 
be forwarded to court. 

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Kim Santepheap told 
The Post on February 18 that

Heftier fines doled out 
for quarantine violators
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NBC to keep lower RRR until June 30
May Kunmakara

FINANCIAL industry players 
were on cloud nine after the 
National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) announced it would 
keep the current seven per 
cent reserve requirement ratio 
(RRR) until June 30 to ensure 
liquidity in the sector to fund 
more loans and to crank up 
economic activity.

RRRs are central bank regula-

tions that set a minimum 
amount of cash that financial 
institutions must hold in 
reserve. The Cambodian RRR in 
foreign and domestic currency 
were 12.5 per cent and eight per 
cent, respectively, until the NBC 
reduced both to seven per cent 
in March last year.

The decision came after a Feb-
ruary 10 meeting of the NBC’s 
Monetary Policy Committee – 
chaired by central bank governor 

Chea Chanto – that reviewed 
global economic updates, Cam-
bodian macro-economic and 
financial sector progress and 
challenges, as well as future 
monetary policy actions.

Shin Chang-moo, president 
and CEO of South Korean-
owned Phnom Penh Commer-
cial Bank Plc (PPCBank), 
underscored the enduring 
value of the trimmed RRR.

The revised RRR has supplied 

much-needed liquidity and 
provided a great deal of sup-
port for commercial banks and 
microfinance deposit-taking 
institutions (MDIs), which he 
stressed were active partici-
pants of the central bank’s loan 
restructuring programme.

“As the recovery of [the] 
economy and banking sector 
is not very promising in early
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up in the air
the rear of a motorbike trailer plummets against the concrete, suspending its attached two-wheeler, after colliding with another motorbike along 
Hun sen boulevard on thursday morning. HENG CHIVOAN

Oz slams 
Facebook 
local news 
blackout
AUSTRALIA’S government 
on February 18 said Face-
book was “heavy-handed” 
and “wrong” for introducing 
an unprecedented local ban 
on sharing news in response 
to pending legislation that 
would force the social media 
giant to pay for content.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
said the US firm gave no 
notice it would revoke users’ 
ability to post links to news 
articles or view the Facebook 
pages of news outlets from 
anywhere in the world.

“Facebook was wrong. 
Facebook’s actions were 
unnecessary, they were 
heavy-handed, and they will 
damage its reputation here 
in Australia,” he said.

The surprise move early on 
February 18 came as retalia-
tion for laws proposed in 
Canberra that would force 
social media giants to pay for 
Australian news content 
shared on their sites.

Frydenberg said the govern-
ment remained “absolutely 
committed” to implementing 
its plan, which passed the 
House of Representatives late 
on February 17 and is now 
before the Senate.

“What today’s events do 
confirm for all Australians is 
the immense market power 
of these media digital 
giants,” he said. “These dig-
ital giants loom very, very 
large in our economy and 
on the digital landscape.”

Facebook has been engaged 
a lengthy war of words with 
Canberra over its regulatory 
push, which tech firms fear 
could create a global prece-
dent that could require dra-
matic changes and hit their 
business model. 

Communications Minis-
ter Paul Fletcher had also 
raised concerns that block-
ing news media on the pop-
ular platform in Australia 
could boost the spread of 
misinformation.

“What they’re effectively 
saying to Australians is: ‘You 
will not find content on our 
platform which comes from 
an organisation which 
employs professional jour-
nalists, which has editorial 
policies, which has fact-
checking processes,’” he said. 
“They’re effectively saying: 
‘You will not find information 
that meets those standards of 
accuracy on our site.’” AFP



Voun Dara

MINISTER of Justice Koeut Rith 
requested that Phnom Penh 
municipal and provincial gover-
nors who serve as chairs of the 
commissions responsible for 
reducing inmates sentences and 
overseeing the pardon process 
focus their attention on efforts 
to grant clemency to inmates 

based on good behaviour while 
in prison rather than the length 
of their sentence or the crimes 
of which they were convicted.

Rith, who is also the chair-
man of the National Commis-
sion of Cambodia to Review 
and Request Sentence Reduc-
tions and Pardons, made the 
call while presiding over a 
meeting on February 17 to dis-

seminate information regard-
ing a royal decree on sentence 
reductions and pardons.

He said sentence reductions 
and pardons are useful tools for 
encouraging inmates  to behave 
themselves while in custody. 

If inmates behave well, he 
said, they can be pardoned or 
encouraged to continue to 
behave well with the hope of 
being pardoned sooner because 
any inmate who fails to do so 
will never be pardoned.

“Capital and provincial gov-
ernors shall take on a major 
responsibility to evaluate sen-
tence reduction or pardon. 

“Your responsibility isn’t to 
just get a list of inmates who 
have served two-thirds of their 
time and then request a reduc-
tion and pardon automati-
cally for them. You don’t have 
to do that,” he said.

“Prisons have a mechanism 
for inmates to compete for the 
privilege of receiving a pardon. 
But is there enough time spent 
on reviewing those on the list? 
It isn’t supposed to be the case 
that whatever 100 names get 
put on that list are always 
accepted and have their 
requests granted,” Rith said.

Chhem Savuth, the Ministry 
of Interior’s director-general of 
prisons, said all prisons and 
correctional centres had a 
commission conducting an 
evaluation for their inmates. 

In order for each inmate to 
become a candidate for reduc-
tion or pardon, they have to 
undergo this process.

“The [evaluations] are con-
ducted at each prison once a 

month and are only for convicts 
who have received a definitive 
verdict from the court.

“In short, an inmate must 
first be convicted of a crime 
and then sentenced in order 
for them to be eligible for a 
sentence reduction or pardon 
for that crime,” he said.

On January 12, King Noro-
dom Sihamoni issued a new 
royal decree on sentence reduc-
tions and pardons. Article 3  
stated that inmates can request 
sentence reduction and pardon 
during five holidays through-
out the course of the year. 

The five holidays include 
January 7 Victory Day; Khmer 
New Year; Visak Bochea Festi-
val; Independence Day and 
Water Festival.

The decree said sentence 
reductions and pardons can 
also be requested during major 
national events and that con-
victs can also request reduc-
tions or pardons on the above-
mentioned holidays separately 
or jointly.

Justice ministry secretary of 
state Kim Santepheap said the 
royal decree is an important 
tool for encouraging inmates 
to behave well.

“It encourages inmates to 
rehabilitate themselves while in 
prison because that is the main 
required condition so that they 
can receive pardons,” he said.

Santepheap said that last year, 
1,753 inmates, including 113 
women, had requested sentence 
reductions or pardons. Of the 
number, 931 inmates including 
90 women received sentence 
reductions or pardons.
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Continued from page 1

the strengthening of health 
measures was to ensure that 
the general public understand 
the seriousness of the quaran-
tine requirements so they can 
assist in preventing Covid-19 
transmission.

The separate sub-decree re-
lated specifically to Covid-19 
consists of seven chapters and 
23 articles. It sets out regula-
tions relating to quarantines 
in order to protect the health 
of the public and to avoid so-
cio-economic impacts.

Chapter 5 of the sub-decree 
states: “Any individual who 
avoids or attempts to skip or 
escapes from quarantine will 
be fined between one and five 
million riel.”

Those who are in quaran-
tine and do not cooperate 
with health officials by sub-
mitting to testing for Covid-
19 must be fined from one to 
five million riel. This fine does 
not exempt them from having 
their sample taken for Covid-
19 test by health officials.

The chapter said those who 
initiate, lead, instruct, incite, 
persuade or intentionally 
help people under quaran-
tine to escape will pay fines of 
10 to 50 million riel.

These same fines will also be 
imposed on all private medical 
establishments that hide or fail 
to urgently inform the health 
ministry when treating patients 
at their establishments who 
are suspected of escaping from 
quarantine. For repeat offend-
ers, the fines will be doubled.

Separately, health ministry 
spokeswoman Or Vandine dis-
missed as fake news reports 
that a teacher at Snuol Junior 
High School in Kratie province 
had died after having been 
vaccinated against Covid-19 
with the Sinopharm vaccine 
donated by China. 

Vandine said the teacher, 
Chhorn Nary, had actually died 
from severe meningitis unrelat-

ed to vaccination and unfortu-
nately, the doctors treating her 
were unable to save her life. 

“The ministry would like 
to request that the relevant 
authorities take legal action 
against those who fabricate 
this kind of information. I 
would also like to point out 
that the Covid-19 vaccine has 
not yet been provided to any 
teachers,” she said.

uon Kimyon, the mother 
of the deceased 21-year-old 
teacher, also denied that her 
daughter had died from the 
Sinopharm vaccine.

“My daughter was ill with 
severe meningitis. I took her to 
the hospital, but she could not 
be saved. I have asked the po-
lice and the authorities to take 
legal action against those who 
violated my daughter’s dignity 
by spreading false news about 
her death,” she said.

The health ministry said 
that from February 10-17, 
a total of 3,236 volunteers 
had been vaccinated against 
Covid-19. The Ministry of Na-
tional Defence reported that 
during the same period, a to-
tal of 10,045 military person-
nel had also been vaccinated.

On February 18, Hun Sen 
also announced the further 
provision of 150 million riel, 
additional materials and food 
supplies to the six provinces 
bordering Thailand so that they 
can continue with quarantine 
accommodations for returning 
Cambodian migrants workers.  

The six provinces are Bat-
tambang, Banteay Meanchey, 
Oddar Meanchey, Koh Kong, 
Pursat and Preah Vihear.

On February 18, the health 
ministry also reported that an-
other four foreign passengers 
have tested positive for Covid-
19 – an Indonesian man, an 
Indonesian woman, a Chinese 
woman and a Swiss man. 

The latest cases bring the 
Kingdom’s Covid-19 tally to 
483, with 470 recoveries and 
zero deaths.

Death of teacher not 
linked to vaccination;  
over 10,000 inoculated 

Gov’t reviews NGOs’ inputs
Niem Chheng

A 
G O V E R N M E N T 
working group is 
evaluating proposed 
revisions to the Law 

on Associations and Non-
Governmental Organisations 
(LANGO). The group has re-
viewed input from various 
NGOs and will hold further 
consultations with them be-
fore referring recommended 
reforms for ratification.

The group held a meeting 
at the Ministry of Interior on 
February 17 led by secretary 
of state Bun Honn to consider 
suggested reforms submitted 
by NGOs.

Ministry of Justice secretary 
of state Chin Malin said after 
attending the meeting: “We re-
viewed their input to determine 
whether their requests con-
formed to a legal basis. We also 
looked at various legal perspec-
tives and compared the pro-
posals with practices in other 
countries around the region.” 

“The working group found 
some proposals acceptable 
while others were not. There 
are some additional points 
about which we will discuss 
further with NGOs in order 
to understand their goals and 
intentions,” Malin said.

The group’s report will be 
discussed with participating 
NGOs and will be referred for 
higher level discussions before 
a final decision is issued about 
whether to amend some ar-

ticles in the law, he said.
LANGO was promulgated 

in August 2015, consisting 
of nine chapters and 39 ar-
ticles. Since then, NGOs and 
Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs) have complained that 
it is overly restrictive and re-
quested that the government 
amend 14 sections entailing 
articles 1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 20, 24, 
25, 26, 30, 31, 32 and 35.

Kang Savang, a monitor 
with the Committee for Free 
and Fair Elections in Cambo-
dia, said the most controver-

sial articles are 10, 24 and 26. 
Article 10 requires notifica-
tion to the interior ministry if 
an NGO changes its address, 
a bank account or leaders. 

He noted that Article 24 
also poses a challenge for 
NGOs and CSOs as it broadly 
states that such organisa-
tions must maintain neu-
trality towards political par-
ties in the Kingdom. 

“The law requires neutrality, 
but it did not explain specifical-
ly what is regarded as neutral. It 
is a dangerous point for us. For 

example, if an NGO staff mem-
ber meets politically involved 
individuals in a setting such as 
a cafe, should that be seen as 
non-neutral? This is why we 
need clarity,” Savang said.

Article 26 describes finan-
cial and other activity reports 
which NGOs must submit to 
the government each year. It 
also references another por-
tion of the law which stipu-
lates that NGOs are to be 
deregistered if they fail to 
comply with any pertinent 
regulations, he said. 

Officials discuss proposed revisions to LANGO at the interior ministry on Wednesday. ministry of Justice

Guidance issued for inmate clemency
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The Royal Group of Companies’ 
Cambodian Broadcasting System 
(CBS) and Digital Sky have signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with Bayon Media high 
System Group, hang Meas and 
Reaksmey hang Meas Radio and TV 
Group. 

Thursday’s agreement marks a 
major leap towards the launch of the 
country’s largest digital TV platform.    

Royal Group chairman Neak 
Oknha Kith Meng, Bayon Media high 
System Group adviser Oknha Charles 

Vann and hang Meas and Reaksmey 
hang Meas Radio and TV Group 
chairman Oknha eng Chhay Ngoun 
participated in the signing ceremony, 
which took place at a leading hotel in 
the capital. 

The aim of the MoU is to establish 
the Cambodian TV Alliance Group Co 
Ltd comprising Royal Group, Bayon 
Media high System Group and hang 
Meas and Reaksmey hang Meas 
Radio and TV Group. 

The joint venture will oversee 
the launch and operations of a 

new digital TV platform providing 
a variety of channels to inform, 
entertain and inspire Cambodian 
families.

Part of this initiative will see the 
digitalisation of the audio-visual and 
broadcasting industry.  

Neak Oknha Kith Meng said this 
forms part of the group’s vision for 
a fully digitalised Cambodia that 
corresponds to the government’s 
agenda for Industry 4.0. 

“We are delighted to have 
launched this new joint venture that 

will help the Royal Government of 
Cambodia achieve its goal of having 
all private and state-owned channels 
switch their analogue broadcasting to 
digital,” he said.   

Under the agreement, the joint 
venture is tasked with overseeing the 
platform’s content and programming, 
which will be broadcast through a 
single entry point.

It will also help ensure a smooth 
transition to digital, with the switch-
over slated to take place by 2023.  

The Royal Group remains fully 

committed to supporting Cambodia’s 
digital revolution. 

Its information and 
communications technology divisions 
for Cellcard, ezecom, Wing Money 
and Broadcasting operations CBS and 
Digital Sky are working together to 
achieve a shared digital strategy for 
the Kingdom.   

All companies involved in 
the joint venture are pioneers in 
the Cambodian audio-visual and 
broadcasting industry with more than 
25 years of experience.  

Top broadcasters ink agreement to establish 
the Kingdom’s largest digital TV platform

The signing ceremony was held on Thursday. HONG MENEA Oknha Charles Vann (left), Neak Oknha Kith Meng (centre) and Oknha Eng Chhay Ngoun. HONG MENEA

Mom Kunthear

THe Ministry of Water resourc-
es and Meteorology said on 
february 18 that Cambodia has 
not yet had harmful levels of ul-
traviolet radiation (uV) despite 
neighbouring countries – such 
as Vietnam, especially in Ho 
Chi Min City and some south-
ern provinces – suffering from a 
dangerous uV index increase. 

On february 17, the Cambo-
dian embassy in Vietnam noti-
fied military and police train-

ees and Cambodians residing 
in Vietnam to be careful and 
take precautionary measures 
to mitigate the effects of uV 
through exposure to sunlight. 

“from february 17-19, the 
uV radiation index will rise 
to a level that poses risks to 
those exposed – a rating of 10 
in Ho Chi Minh, Nha Trang, 
Can Tho and Ca Mau Cities,” 
the embassy said.

It said that in Thua Thien 
Hue province and Danang city 
the index will rise to risk level 
8.  uV radiation exposure is at 

its peak from 11am to 1pm. 
“uV radiation index of 8-10 

indicates radiation that passes 
through clouds and glass and 
can cause sunburn in 25 min-
utes. an index of 11 or over in-
dicates a very strong uV radia-
tion level that can damage the 
skin and eyes in 15 minutes if 
they are exposed to direct sun-
light,” the notice said.

The embassy also called on 
all Cambodian people in Viet-
nam to protect their health 
by wearing thick clothes and 

face, neck and ear coverings 
as well as sunglasses to protect 
against the sunlight.  

The embassy recommended 
that anyone who must go out 
in the sun apply sunscreen lo-
tion to their skin, drink a lot of 
water and take Vitamin C. 

The ministry said Cambo-
dia’s thermal index numbers 
are currently as low as 1-4.

“Our country has not yet had 
a severe impact from uV ef-
fects this year  or acid rain, but 
we will continue to monitor 
the situation,” it said.

forecast predicting 
dangerous levels of  
uV radiation in VN 

New permanent landfill site, 
waste transter station built
Long Kimmarita

C
ONSTruCTION of 
another new waste 
transfer station is 
underway to the 

north of Phnom Penh while 
a 50ha area to the west in 
Kandal province’s ang Snuol 
district is being planned as a 
new permanent landfill site 
as part of a strategy to address 
waste disposal problems in 
and around the capital. 

a Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall official who asked not 
to be named told The Post on 
february 17 that the latest 
landfill project was tentative-
ly scheduled to begin operat-
ing in the next two years.

“In Phnom Penh, we are pre-
paring a new waste transfer 
station in the boeung Ta Mok 
lake area in addition to the ex-
isting station in Dangkor dis-
trict,” he said, adding that the 
Dangkor facility would even-
tually be repurposed from a 
landfill to a transfer station.

“The latest landfill is 
planned to be built within the 
next two years on National 
road 51. Construction has 
not yet begun as the plan is 
awaiting final approval from 
the Ministry of economy and 
finance and the Ministry of 
environment. It will take two 
years to complete a standard 

landfill there,” he said.
Keo Channarith, chairman 

of the Landfill Management 
Committee in Dangkor district, 
told The Post that there have 
been comprehensive changes 
to solid waste management 
policies in the capital.

He said the government’s 
plan called for the develop-
ment of two waste transfer 
stations in conjunction with a 
permanent landfill site.

“We will have two waste 
transfer stations and the land-
fill which the government 
plans to create. for now, the 
landfill in Dangkor district is 
still operating and will be con-
sidered as the final destination 
for the waste for the next two 

years,” Channarith said.
“During the next two years, 

the government will prepare 
infrastructure to change the 
Dangkor landfill into a waste 
transfer station. This will be 
in conjunction with the other 
new station set to open to the 
north,” he said. 

Channarith said the new 
planned landfill will receive all 
waste collected from the capi-
tal as well as Kandal province. 
additionally, the site will be 
equipped to handle the pro-
cessing of recyclable waste.

according to an environ-
ment ministry report, more 
than 10,000 tonnes of waste 
are created everyday in the 
country, amounting to nearly 

four million tonnes per year. 
Sixty-five per cent of the waste 
is organic material while 20 
per cent is plastic, and the 
rest is solid and other waste.

In Phnom Penh alone, about 
3,000 tonnes of waste are gen-
erated per day. for the first 
eight months of 2019, about 
660,000 tonnes were collected 
in Phnom Penh, a pace exceed-
ing 2018’s full-year collections 
of around 900,000 tonnes.

affiliated Network for So-
cial accountability executive 
director San Chey applauded 
the project to build more 
landfill capacity.

Simply having a disposal site 
for rubbish, however, was not 
enough. He said the govern-
ment needs to enforce dump-
ing regulations more strictly 
to address improper disposal 
of waste in public places, par-
ticularly in canals and sewers.

“Waste disposal is a public 
mechanism, and authorities 
must urge waste collection 
firms to maintain best prac-
tices, for example, so that their 
trucks do not leak waste water 
and pollute the city with the 
smell. [Waste collection firm] 
Cintri used to be guilty of this.

“We need to work together 
to ensure the effectiveness of 
the entire system, from waste 
collection to transport and 
disposal,” he said.

The capital’s main dumpsite in Dangkor district.. hong menea

cambodia has not yet had a 
severe impact from UV 

effects or acid rain, but we 
will monitor the situation
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Villagers clash with police 
over fence on disputed land
Orm Bunthoeurn

TWeLVe people from Prek 
Takov commune in Kandal 
province’s Khsach Kandal dis-
trict were briefly held on feb-
ruary 17 after they attempted 
to prevent police from demol-
ishing stone fences built on a 
disputed plot of land.

District police chief Men 
Sokhoeun confirmed to The 
Post that the 12 Prek Lvea vil-
lagers were only brought in for 
questioning.

“We called them in as part of 
procedure to file a report. No 
one has been detained yet,” 
Sokhoeun said.

Hang raing, the 68-year-old 
landowner at the site of the inci-
dent, said he had bought more 
than 4ha of land from seven vil-
lagers in 1993, and in 1996 he 
received a temporary land dec-
laration with valid land tenure. 
He said he farmed the land for 
many years without problems 
until a group of local residents 
arrived and began erecting a 
fence across his property.

“There was a confrontation 
on January 14 this year. These 
people came to set up a fence 
so we went to stop them and 
called authorities to intervene. 
They stopped work until we 
left, and then they resumed 
until they had nearly complet-
ed their construction work.

“Officials instructed them sev-
eral times not to continue with 
construction before the fence 
was dismantled,” raing said.

District governor bun Pheng 
said the 12 were held for insti-
gating violent clashes against 
his officers as they sought to 
enforce a ban on the construc-
tion of fortifications on private 
land. He confirmed that after 
receiving a complaint from 
raing, district authorities inter-
vened to mediate the dispute.

“raing bought land from 
seven families in 1993 and has 
farmed it until now. No one 
protested, and there is also a 
receipt for the land tenure 
application,” he said.

Last month, however, mem-
bers of 10 families led by men 
named Kong Kim, Keut Ky, 
Chhum Lon and eng Kan arrived 
to stake a claim and began con-
struction on the land.

The district governor said 
authorities had invited all con-
cerned parties to mediation 
and sought to prevent further 

construction on the land many 
times, but the 12 villagers were 
uncooperative.

On february 9, the district 
administration set a deadline 
for february 15 for the 10 fam-
ilies to remove all structures at 
the site of the dispute. When 
the time elapsed, authorities 
acted to enforce the law.

Prek Takov commune chief 
Chea Mach said the land had 
originally been occupied by a 
group of 10 families. Seven 
eventually sold their plots to 
raing. Those who dispute 
raing’s ownership claim that 
he also took bush lands at the 
periphery to cultivate, but that 
land had not been sold and 
was not rightfully his.

Mach said he had tried many 
times to reconcile the people on 
both sides, but as they had failed 
to reach an agreement, he 
referred the matter to the district 
administration for a resolution.

None of the 12 individuals 
brought for questioning could 
be reached for comment.

y Chamroeun, defence law-
yer for the group, said his cli-
ents were only demanding 
return of land which they had 
not sold. They had no dispute 
with raing over the plots 
which were sold legally.

“They claim that the problem 
began when the buyer [raing] 
grabbed the bush land which 
had not been sold, and the fence 
they erected only surrounded 
land which is rightfully theirs,” 
Chamroeun said.

An excavator destroys a wall built 
on disputed land in Kandal prov-
ince on Tuesday.  supplied

farmers urge 
authorities to 
replace local 
water supplier
Nov Sivutha

N
earLy 400 families 
living in O’Kanthor 
commune of Kam-
pong Thom prov-

ince’s Stung Sen town urged 
the provincial authorities not 
to renew a company’s licence 
for pumping water from 
Stung Sen to irrigate their 
dry-season rice. 

The families requested 
that the authorities provide 
a licence to some other ca-
pable company instead and 
let farmers vote to determine 
which firm will do the job.

Sin Sam ath, a representa-
tive for the community, told 
The Post on february 17 that 
the firm – Kampong Thom In-
vestment and Development 
Group (KTID Group) – did 
not set up a water pump-
ing machine before farmers 
started planting dry-season 
rice, leading to a shortage of 
water for irrigation.

“Dry-season rice needs water 
at a fixed date and time. Once 
there’s a water shortage, farm-
ers need to spend a lot of mon-

ey to keep things on schedule. 
“for example, farmers 

might normally spend only 
100,000 riel [$25] for watering 
the rice field, but they need 
to spend 200,000 riel when 
there’s a shortage of irrigation 
water, which is damaging to 
their rice field,” he said.

Sam ath said the KTID 
Group told him that the firm 
would not renew the contract 
when its 10-year term ended 
and that they would then re-
turn the machinery.

“They didn’t work with the 
district, they did it from the 
top down. They added anoth-
er 10 years to their contract 
without consulting us, and 
our farmers are angry. farm-
ers want to decide by vote who 
they would like to receive the 
contract and limit it to a five-
year term only,” he said.

He said the complaint 
against KTID Group, which 
had nearly 400 fingerprints 
affixed to it, is an expression 
of extreme dissatisfaction 
with the quality of their work.

Provincial governor Sok 
Lou said the only reports he 

had received indicated that 
the KTID Group had pro-
vided enough water for the 
farmers and that there was 
never any conflicts, so he ap-
proved the deal.

“So far, I have not received 
any complaints from the peo-
ple, but if the people are un-
happy and dissatisfied with 
this company, I will set up a 

team to deal with it,” he said.
Provincial water resources 

department director yu La 
said on february 18 that many 
farmers had actually given 
their thumbprints to support 
KTID Group to continue their 
operations. He said, however, 
that each side had their own 
reasons and that authorities 
will look into it.

La noted that if the authori-
ties revoked the firm’s contract 
and looked for a replacement, 
it will be even more time con-
suming and more damaging 
to farmer’s rice fields.

“If the reason for revoking 
the company’s contract is 
lack of water supply, then that 
doesn’t seem fair because we 
can discuss things with them 

and sign an addendum to 
their contract or stipulate ad-
ditional rules. 

“If the company still does 
not comply, then we can 
complain to the court and ask 
them to revoke their contract 
and licence to do business. 
However, it’s really the pro-
vincial governor who has to 
resolve this,” he said.

Kampong Thom authorities check irrigation water pumps for rice fields in January. Ministry of Water resources



Kampot town’s water  
woes are no more thanks to 
Japan building much-needed 
infrastructure to supply safe, 

clean water to local residents.
as part of a grant to Cambodia, the 

Japanese government implemented 
the upgrading project to expand the 
water supply system in Kampot from 
July 2015 to august 2018.

the province’s water purification 
plant and water distribution networks 
built in 1950s had been destroyed by 
decades of civil conflict.

NGos and the asian Development 
Bank (aDB) stepped in to reconstruct 
and rehabilitate damaged water 
infrastructure in Kampot, but despite 
these efforts, water scarcity was still a 
pressing issue due to the insufficient 
capacity of the purification plant, 
a lack of proper water distribution 
networks and ageing pipes.  

With the Kampot Water treatment 
plant built with aDB assistance 
supplying 6,000 cubic metres per  
day, the total water supply capacity  
of Kampot was enhanced to 
13,500 cubic metres daily with the 
construction of the ou toch Water 
treatment plant in 2018 with a 
Japanese grant.

“Last year, we supplied water to 34 
villages in 11 communes across the 
town, and this year we have expanded 
to 41 villages in 12 communes. 

“and we are expecting to supply  
up to 18,500 cubic metres of water 
per day by increasing the current 
capacity to 5,000 cubic metres per 
day.

“By January 2021, the supply 
rate was 76.14 per cent, and we 
are striving to achieve 100 per cent 
capacity in the future. 

“Kampot is rich in nature and 
has many water resources, but 
groundwater cannot be used due to 
the proximity of seawater,” Kampot 
Water Works director ty Kean said.

With the town located close to 
the sea, salty water not suitable for 
drinking meant residents could not 
rely on ground wells.

“many households used to use 
rainwater, and water from rivers and 

ponds. a lack of equipment and funds 
meant the water supply authority was 
not able to supply enough water. So 
I am really thankful that the supply 
has doubled with the Japanese grant,” 
Kean said.

the ou toch Water treatment plant 
has brought about profound changes 
to the lives of people once deprived of 
a supply of clean water. 

the wait for water is over now, 
with residents’ standard of living 
drastically improved as they now 
enjoy a steady supply of safe water 
piped to their homes. 

Vendor meng Chantu from Snam 
pram Village can vouch as to how the 
Japanese-funded project has brought 
peace of mind to her family and her 
neighbours.

“I used to buy water, but we 
had hygiene issues because it was 
contaminated with leaves, wood and 
trash, and it was difficult to even get 
water during the dry season.

“In 2018, I requested a clean  
water supply system to be installed 
in my house, in the kitchen and 
bathroom. I now have a regular 
supply of clean water and my life  
is so much better.

“I am currently growing fruits such 
as bananas and dragon fruit with the 
water supply. I am deeply grateful for 

the clean water supply,” she said. 
Sir Les and Hva mom, a couple 

from tvy Kang Chung Village who 
make a living from fishing, said the 
clean water supply has also improved 

sanitation.
“In the past, we had to travel long 

distances to buy water, and some 
days we could not afford it due to a 
lack of money. my son-in-law is a 
construction worker, and he found it 
hard to wash cement from his body 
without adequate water and developed 
skin rashes.

“after the clean water was supplied 
in 2018, he is able to wash himself 
properly and the dermatitis has 
disappeared. It is great to have access 
to clean water all the time,” said Les.

Head of the nursing department at 
Kampong Kreng Health Centre Sovann 
Kanneka said the project has also led 
to a decrease in health risks.

While the centre has received clean 
water supply since 2014, residents of 
a village some 13km away had been 
deprived of it until 2018, when the 
project was completed.

“Due to issues such as the 

collection of rainwater leading  
to water sitting around for  
some time, many people suffered 
from mosquito-borne diseases  
such as dengue fever and malaria. 
But the number of patients with  
these diseases has decreased  
since 2018.

“also, some of the water they 
purchased before was not suitable 
because of a strong pesticide smell, 
while it was sometimes milky in 
colour. With the improved water 
supply, their lives are now much  
easier and they feel much safer,” 
Kanneka said.

a reliable supply of safe, clean 
water has brought important benefits 
to people who had been vulnerable to 
health risks and prolonged drought. 

the residents of Kampot town are 
now able to enjoy increased living 
standards and greater peace of mind 
thanks to the water supply system. 

The Ou Toch water tank. supplied 

Meng Chantu from Snam Pram Village now enjoys a regular supply of clean water. supplied The Ou Toch Water Treatment Plant. supplied 

Kampot Water Works director Ty Kean . 
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Clean water 
supply in 
Kampot 
town with 
Japan’s aid
Kampot now boasts a stable supply  
of clean water thanks to the support  
of Japan’s Official development 
Assistance, which has helped to  
upgrade infrastructure in the area.
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Lay Samean 

THIS Life Cambodia, an NGO 
working to promote Children’s 
rights, expressed dismay after 
determining that nearly 1,800 
children were living in Cam-
bodian prisons housing adults 
rather than facilities intended 
solely for juveniles. 

The organisation urged the 
government to undertake 
measures to transfer juvenile 
prisoners to more appropriate 
facilities without delay. They 
say juvenile detention centres 
should provide education, 
correction and rehabilitation.

a new research report from 
the organisation to be published 
on february 20 was obtained by 
The Post on february 18.

The report states that juve-
nile justice reform in Cambo-
dia can now be accelerated 
without significant additional 
resources and that if these 
reforms were implemented, 
they would be supported by 
local communities.

“Nearly 1,800 children slept 
in a Cambodian prison last 
night. even more shockingly, 
in Cambodia, children can be 
held in adult prisons while 
they await trials, and 30 per 
cent – that’s 540 of the 1,800 – 
currently being held in prison 
have not yet been convicted of 
any offence,” the report said.

The report added that un-
der Cambodian law, pre-trial 
detention is supposed to be 
limited to 4 months for 14 and 
15 year olds, and six months 
for 16 and 17 year olds.

Chhin Se, deputy director of 
This Life Cambodia, told The 
Post on february 18 that the 
Law on Juvenile Justice was 
enacted in 2016, but it was 
not yet implemented fully, es-
pecially measures related to 
transfers. 

“Implementation of those 
transfer measures is an im-
portant goal so that children 
don’t need to go through the 
judiciary or be jailed. 

“This would enable all chil-
dren to be transferred out of the 
justice and prison systems and 
into more appropriate rehabili-
tative programmes,” he said.

according to his organisa-
tion’s research, Chhin Se said 
that most of the children were 
jailed for offences such as as-
sault, drug use and trafficking 
and theft. 

“In recent years, the govern-
ment has launched an anti-
drug campaign. We have seen 
a significant increase in the 
number of children arrested 
and sent to prisons due to 
that campaign. 

“I acknowledge that the 
implementation of this cam-
paign is effective in cracking 
down on drug users and deal-

ers. but the problem is that it 
is also putting children behind 
bars where they could fall un-
der the influence of hardened 
criminals – which is the oppo-
site of rehabilitation – not to 
mention the fact that the pris-
on facilities are all currently 
overcrowded already.

“With much of the ground-
work already in place for 
large-scale reform, it is disap-
pointing that we haven’t yet 
seen a significant decrease in 
the numbers of children be-
ing sent to prison,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin told The Post 
on february 18 that he could 
not say for certain whether the 
number of children detained in 
prisons cited by This Life Cam-
bodia was accurate. but he said 
that Cambodian law always 
takes children into account.

“Generally, the law does not 
allow children to stay with 
their mothers in prison, un-
less there is no other option. 
In some cases, there’s no oth-
er caregiver for the children 
to stay with outside. 

“Thus, the child is some-
times allowed to temporarily 
stay with their mother, but not 
past the age of 3 years. When 
children are over 3, they are 
sent to orphanages and other 
centres that can take care of 
children,” Malin stated.

He added that Cambodia al-
ways thinks about the devel-
opment, education, and well-
being of children first, unless 
there’s no other option. 

Malin stated that generally 
the law on juvenile justice 
relates to juveniles who have 
committed crimes.  

“even though [an offender] 
may be a juvenile, he may be 
of an age where he can be held 
criminally responsible, like for 
instance a juvenile that is 14-
years-old. The law takes into 
account the juvenile’s situa-
tion and detention is only a 
last resort option,” Malin said.

The Post was unable to 
reach General Department of 
Prisons spokesman Nuth Sa-
van for comment.

This Life Cambodia considers 
all detention to be detrimental 
to children, and they say it can 
have long-term effects on their 
physical and mental health, as 
well as their family, social and 
economic relationships.

according to their statis-
tics, there are 1,796 children 
living in prisons, including 
86 girls. This Life Cambodia 
worked closely with authori-
ties and communities in Siem 
reap province and found that 
children accounted for 13 per 
cent of the total number of in-
mates in the province, which 
is the highest percentage out 
of all the provincial prisons.

Gov’t urged to transfer 
children from prisons

Chillden who live with thier mothers in Siem Reap Provincial Prison in 
2019. General Department of prisons

Gov’t expands public services
Long Kimmarita

T
He government’s 
project to support 
phase II of the Im-
plementation of the 

Social accountability frame-
work (ISaf) for a period of 
five years was launched on 
february 18 with officials 
saying that there were many 
areas in need of reforms at 
the sub-national level even 
though provision of public 
services has been improving. 

The official launching cer-
emony took place at the raffles 

Hotel Le royal in Phnom Penh, 
and it was attended by numer-
ous government officials and 
representatives of development 
partners and civil society or-
ganizations, with a total of ap-
proximately 150 participants.

The project is financed by 
the Service Delivery Trust 
fund which is administered 
by the World bank and sup-
ported by the governments 
of Germany and Switzerland, 
with funding of approximate-
ly $9.6 million to improve 
government services.

Ngy Chanpal, secretary of 

state at the Ministry of Inte-
rior and Chairman of National 
Committee for Sub-National 
Democratic Development 
(NCDD), said that the imple-
mentation of phase I from 
2016 to 2018 covered 98 target 
districts in 18 provinces and 
impacted three sectors: com-
mune administration, primary 
schools and health facilities.

Chanpal said that the plan 
achieved good results and 
that the experience they had 
gained while implementing it 
brought to their attention oth-
er priority sectors that provide 

essential services to people 
which also require reform.

“We all need to work harder 
to reform the framework. I’m 
not saying that we have ev-
erything figured out and that 
as soon as we implement our 
plans that every problem will 
instantly be solved. but we 
are gradually improving how 
we do things through experi-
ence even though these ex-
periences are sometimes dif-
ficult,” Chanpal said.

 “This time, we are under-
taking bigger reforms by ex-
panding into important sec-
tors related to environmental 
issues, clean water, hygiene 
and waste disposal,” he said. 

Chanpal said that having 
learned many lessons from the 
implementation of social ac-
countability measures in phase 
I, the NCDD is now ready to 
cooperate with development 
partners to expand these so-
cial accountability measures 
to 170 target towns, districts 
and communes in Phnom 
Penh and 23 provinces. 

Chanpal explained that they 
were focusing on nearly 1,500 
entities that provide admin-
istration services and more 
than 7,000 primary schools 
and health centres across the 
country.

Daniel Selvanayagam, Na-
tional Director for World Vision 
International Cambodia, reiter-
ated that the project’s goal was 
to connect people to improved 
public services that operated 
with social accountability. 

“We are all honoured to be 
entrusted with the task of pro-
moting local dialogue between 
people and service providers, 
as well as local authorities in 
all communes in the country 
until 2024... it will be of benefit 
to millions of people, especial-
ly vulnerable people, who will 
have better access to excellent 
services,” he said.

according to the NCDD’s re-
port, phase II of the government’s 
five-year social accountability 
implementation plan is expect-
ed to cost about $32 million. 

Of that $32 million, about $12 
million will be spent on sup-
plies and about $18 million will 
be spent on other necessities. 

approximately $2 million 
more in funds will be used for 
administration and opera-
tions for the Public adminis-
tration fund.

NCDD and World Vision representatives during the launching ceremony in Phnom Penh on Thursday.  HenG CHiVoan
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,860 16,980 16,980 16,840

2 GTI 3,220 3,300 3,300 3,220

3 PAS 13,480 13,500 13,520 13,480

4 PEPC 2,950 2,950 2,980 2,950

5 PPAP 11,980 12,000 12,000 11,960

6 PPSP 1,540 1,540 1,560 1,540

7 PWSA 6,060 6,080 6,080 6,060

Date: February 18, 2021

PraSaC: NbC move gives more ‘financial space’
Continued from page 1

2021, again the NbC’s decision to extend 
the [rrr reduction] until the end of the 
first half was very responsive to the mar-
ket demand and [general] consensus.

“even in the case of a V-shape recovery 
of the national economy, the banking sec-
tor will need extra liquidity to support the 
recovery.

“When the financial market goes back 
to normal, I wish the rrr policy as a 
whole to be reviewed and revised to be 
more market-friendly and relevant to 
policy objectives,” Shin said.

Say Sony, executive vice-president of 
PraSaC Microfinance Institution Plc, also 
welcomed the NbC’s decision, saying the 
move will deliver additional “financial 
space” for institutions to increase loans 
to customers.

“We thoroughly appreciate the NbC’s 
decision to hold the rrr at seven per cent 
in both uS-dollar and Cambodian-riel 
denominations until the first half of this 
year.

“The extension is a key driver of liquid-
ity that enables banks to better manage 
their lending processes, which when all 
is said and done will pitch in with Cam-
bodia’s economic recovery from its Covid-
19 doldrums.

“by the same token, as long as the econ-
omy hasn’t made a full recovery out of its 
Covid-19 rut and the coronavirus remains, 
banks will have to lend a vital hand in 
restoring the economy. The extension of 
the [rrr reduction] will help banks do 
just that,” he said.

In Channy, president and CeO of aCLeDa 
bank Plc, recently said that through the 
NbC as the regulator, the government has 

introduced effective and up-to-date legal 
mitigation measures that ensure sufficient 
capital for operators in the sector.

“as part of government regulatory eas-
ing measures for the banking sectors, the 
capital reserve requirement was reduced 
to seven per cent. It is very important that 
we have our freed-up cash for additional 
use – amounting to billions of dollars 
incorporated into growth in 2020,” he 
said.

Total assets in the Kingdom’s banks and 
microfinance institutions (MfIs) grew to 
$59.4 billion at the end of last year, 
increasing 15.7 per cent from the end of 
2019, according to the NbC’s 2020 annu-
al report.

Outstanding loans in banks and MfIs 
grew by 14.8 per cent to $37.3 billion by the 
end of last year, while deposits increased 
by 15.4 per cent to $33.8 billion.

VN ranks second 
in cryptocurrency 
use: Statista survey
VIeTNaM ranks second in 
terms of cryptocurrency use, 
driven by remittance payments, 
according to a recent survey by 
a global provider of market and 
consumer data Statista.

Statista’s survey findings 
showed that 21 per cent of 
respondents in Vietnam said 
that they used or owned 
cryptocurrency last year, the 
second-highest rate among 74 
surveyed countries.

Vietnam came after Nigeria 
where almost a third said this 
applied to them.

reliance on remittances and 
the prevalence of peer-to-peer 
phone payments had led to a 
steep rise of cryptocurrency 
use in africa’s largest economy, 
according to the survey.

The high cost of sending 
money across borders the con-
ventional way caused many to 
turn to local cryptocurrency 
exchanges catering to overseas 
workers and their families, 
according to bitcoin.com.

Nigerians also often used 
their phones to send money to 
each other or to pay in shops. 
recently, businesses in the 
country have been adding 
crypto plug-ins to their phone 
payment options, adding 
another way in which Nigeri-
ans could use cryptocurrency 
in their everyday lives.

for Vietnam and the Philip-
pines where 20 per cent of 
respondents said they used or 
owned cryptocurrency, remit-
tance payments played a role 
in the widespread use of 
cryptocurrency, Statista said.

Other countries where 
cryptocurrency was also com-
mon included Turkey (16 per 

cent), Peru (16 per cent) and 
Switzerland (11 per cent).

Japan was the country in the 
survey where the fewest people 
said they used or owned crypto-
currency. Only four per cent said 
they had experience with crypto 
products, the lowest in the sur-
vey together with Denmark.

Cryptocurrency has not 
been recognised as a legiti-
mate means of payment in 
Vietnam, according to the 
State bank of Vietnam (SbV).

The central bank also warned 
that owning, trading and using 
cryptocurrency as a kind of 
asset was risky and not pro-
tected by laws.

In May, the Ministry of 
finance set up a group in 
charge of studying and propos-
ing policies to manage virtual 
assets and cryptocurrency.

On august 21, 2017, Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
issued Decision No 1255/QD-
TTg to approve the project of 
completing the legal frame-
work for managing and han-
dling virtual assets, electronic 
currency and cryptocurrency.

The prime minister issued 
Directive No 10/CT-TTg on 
august 11, 2018 on enhancing 
the management on bitcoin 
and other similar virtual cur-
rencies with an aim to prevent 
the negative impacts of virtual 
currencies.

On april 13 that year, then-
SbV governor Le Minh Hung 
issued a directive to strength-
en measures to control the 
transactions of cryptocurrency 
to ensure compliance with the 
established regulations on 
money laundering. VIET NAM 
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Digital policy framework in view
Thou Vireak

T
He government is 
drafting a 2021-2035 
policy framework for 
Cambodia’s evolv-

ing digital socioeconomic 
environment that optimally 
facilitates economic growth, 
according to a press release.

The framework focuses on 
five major priorities – devel-
oping digital infrastructure, 
fostering digital trust and 
confidence, creating digital 
citizens, building the digital 
government and promoting 
digital businesses.

Minister of economy and 
finance aun Pornmoniroth 
on february 17 led a meeting 
of the inter-ministerial com-
mittee tasked with drafting 
the frameworks for the poli-
cies that concern the digital 
government and economy.

Pornmoniroth said in the 
release that the draft is in 
congruence with rectangular 
Strategy Phase IV and will pro-
vide an important roadmap 
for the digital revolution.

The release said the frame-
work is designed to respond 
to the global trends of In-
dustry 4.0 and the digital 
transformation that is taking 
place across regional econo-
mies and beyond, now more 
so than ever with Covid-19 
underscoring their growing 
potential to propel develop-
ment and economic growth.

It added that the framework 
sets forth a vision for building 

a vibrant digital economy and 
society by laying the founda-
tions for digital adoption and 
transformation across society, 
businesses, people and the 
state to generate fresh eco-
nomic growth momentum and 
promote social welfare under 
the “new normal” perspective.

Pornmoniroth added: “I 
would like to advise the work-
ing group to revise the docu-
ment in the spirit and general 
consensus reached at the meet-
ing and receive approval for the 
document in the near future.”

Path Chamnan, founder of 
Super app Technology Plc, told 
The Post that the framework 
would sketch out a livelier and 

more engaging unfolding of 
Cambodia’s digital systems.

“We welcome the govern-
ment’s initiative to promote 
Cambodia as a digital society, 
and as part of the private sec-
tor, we will be more motivated 
to develop our digital technolo-
gies and ante up for Cambodia’s 
economic growth,” he said.

Once the framework comes 
into place, Cambodia’s econ-
omy will be all set for growth 
down the line, he said, adding 
that digital technology will 
slash wasted time and costs 
and lure in more investment 
in the sector.

“It will help bring our products 
to a wider international market 

through [the use of] digital tech-
nology. No longer will we have to 
worry about producing some-
thing and then fail to secure a 
market,” Chamnan said.

Ministry permanent secretary 
of state Vongsey Vissoth told a 
february 2 technical meeting 
on the draft that the framework 
would be an indispensable tool 
in the greater post-Covid-19 
economic restoration plan.

“This policy will provide 
direct and indirect support 
to fuel economic growth by 
building rich digital infra-
structure, attracting invest-
ment, creating productivity 
and enhancing Cambodia’s 
competitive edge,” he said.

The framework focuses on five major priorities – developing digital infrastructure, fostering digital trust and 
confidence, creating digital citizens, building the digital government and promoting digital businesses. HONG MENEA

Nigeria ranks first in terms of cryptocurrency use, followed by Vietnam. AFP

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,075 1.2688 6.467 105.71 4.0420 1.3275 30.01 0.7778 1.2069 1.3922



By Sangeetha Amarthalingam

A 
glimmer of hope  
peeks through the 
crevices of a shat-
tered economy as 

Covid-19 vaccines are doled 
out to frontline workers in 
Cambodia, prompting a 
growth rebound in 2021.

However, experts have yet to 
dismiss prevailing risks as the 
global inoculation programme 
stays hampered by vaccine 
hogging and shortage.

According to Bloomberg, 
9.04 billion doses reserved 
so far are adequate to cover 
more than half the global 
population. Unfortunately, a 
majority of the supply deals 
has been accumulated by rich 
countries instead.

Comparatively lower than 
its peers in Southeast Asia at 
483 Covid-19 cases and no fa-
talities, Cambodia is not tak-
ing chances.

Out of 600,000 Sinopharm 
doses donated by China, near-
ly 12,000 high-ranking govern-
ment officials, medical per-
sonnel, media practitioners 
and military staff received the 
first dose between February 
10 and 16.

That comes up to a seven-day 
average rate of 780 doses daily, 
which is about 0.0047 doses 
per 100 people, Bloomberg’s 
Covid-19 tracker showed. The 
tracker follows the develop-
ment of nine of the world’s 
“most promising vaccines”, out 
of which seven are available in 
limited quantities for public 
use in some 79 countries.

Given the vaccination pace, 
Moody’s Analytics Inc associ-
ate economist Steven Shields 
warned that risks remain 
weighted to the downside as 
the pandemic is likely to con-
tinue to disrupt global com-

merce and travel through at 
least the first half of 2021.

The US-based financial in-
telligence and analytical tools 
provider forecasts a five per 
cent gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth for Cambodia 
this year - a rate, it said, which 
is still “well away” from the 
near seven per cent annualised 
growth achieved over the past 
decade.

Tourism remains a greater 
concern than manufactur-
ing in the near term. Though 

Cambodia has been largely 
spared from a health crisis, 
the pandemic has inflicted 
significant damage to the sec-
tor with international arrivals 
declining by 78 per cent year-
on-year (y-o-y)up to Novem-
ber 30, 2020, Shields told The 
Post via email.

“A slow vaccination rollout 
globally, particularly in those 
countries key to Cambodia’s 
tourism, has more significant 
consequences than a slow 
rollout domestically,” he said.

In 2020, domestic tourism 
increased significantly as indi-
viduals sought close-to-home 
travel options, which helped 
reduce the impact of reduced 
international travelers.

For instance, the Ministry 
of Tourism’s Lunar New Year 
holiday data showed “only a 
modest two per cent”decline 
in total tourist arrivals, 
Shields cited, adding that the 
6.5 per cent increase in local 
tourists largely offset a “dras-
tic 86 per cent decline” for in-
ternational travelers.

In the meantime, a slower 
vaccination rollout could 
push back the recovery pace 
in Cambodia’s labour market.

While the financial sec-
tor has been relatively stable 
through the past year, non-
performing loans in the mi-
crofinance sector, which was 
most heavily exposed to lay-
offs in the garment and tour-
ism sectors, doubled from the 
end of 2019 but has since re-
treated.

“This is a promising sign that 
although a slower vaccination 
rollout would undoubtedly 
hinder the labour market re-
covery, the worst is likely al-
ready behind us,” Shields said.

Additionally, he noted that 
trade fared better than ex-
pected throughout the pan-
demic where exports rose 
20 per cent in the first three 
quarters of 2020 while im-
ports grew eight per cent.

Even though exports of key 
garment, footwear, and travel 
goods products declined, ex-
ports of bicycles, electrical 
parts, and vehicle parts and 
accessories increased.

“The acceleration in ex-
ports in 2020 was largely due 
to a surge in gold exports, 
which is unlikely to persist 
this year,” he said.

Shields also stated that the 
free trade agreement (FTA) 
with China would offer much-
needed support, particularly 
for agricultural products fol-
lowing the partial loss of EU 
tariff privileges.

“Despite the contraction 
in service sector exports as 
tourism ground to a halt, the 
improved trade balance for 
goods resulted in the narrow-
ing of the current account 
deficit in 2020,” he said.

Echoing Moody’s Analyt-
ics outlook, Fitch Solutions 
Group Ltd projected a con-
tinuing gradual normalisation 
in domestic economic activity 
over the course of 2021 as the 
general economic outlook im-
proves on the back of a global 
vaccination programme.

As for the construction in-
dustry, which propped up one 
third of the economic growth 
in 2019, Fitch Solutions said 
the sector’s projects are likely 
to roll over from 2020, together 
with real estate projects from 
previously-approved foreign 
direct investment (FDI).

It said improving investor 
sentiment on the back of a 
recovery should help drive 
some improvement in con-
struction activity, although a 
supply overhang will weigh 
on appetite for new projects 
over the longer term.

Warning that trade remained 
uncertain, Fitch Solutions was 
nevertheless “cautiously op-
timistic” that export volumes 
would stay stable compared 
to 2020 levels.

“Export trends [last year] 
suggest that global apparel 
brands may be rerouting their 
supply chains in the region, 
[for example] exports to the 
EU [might be] routed from 
Vietnam to capitalise on the 
EU-Vietnam FTA following 
the partial removal [EU’s trade 
concession to Cambodia].

“If this is indeed true, a re-
covery in the US economy 
would accordingly see US 
market’s importance grow in 
prominence in Cambodia’s 
trade mix,” it said.

In addition, the China-
Cambodia FTA, set to take 
effect in 2021, can increase 
China’s prominence in Cam-
bodia’s trade mix relative to 
the present.

It said recent shifts in Chi-
nese FDI trends also suggested 
a trend of Chinese businesses 
moving up the value chain by 
moving lower-skilled produc-
tion to surrounding economies.

China continues to account 
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Vaccine rollout lifts spirits but downside 

risks continue to haunt the economy
Although growth is on the horizon for the Cambodian economy as the inoculation campaign 
takes off, analysts warn of risks flowing from a trundling global vaccination programme

Locals make the most of quiet beaches, laid bare following Covid-19, as seen here in Ochheuteal Beach, flanked by the Sihanoukville skyline. SAngeethA AmArthAlingAm

Heavy export market concentration in the US and Europe



for the largest share of ap-
proved FDI in Cambodia in 
the first seven months of 2020, 
at 56.3 per cent of the total, 
versus 43.7 per cent in 2019.

“Of this Chinese FDI, the 
share going to non-garment 
manufacturing rose to 60.4 per 
cent ($878 million), up from 
8.2 per cent ($95 million) dur-
ing the same period in 2019.

“The share going to agri-
business also [rose] to 6.9 per 
cent ($100 million), from 2.9 
per cent ($34 million) over 
the same period in 2019.

“Tourism sector FDI from 
China, in contrast, plum-
meted to 1.8 per cent ($26 
million), from 43.3 per cent 
($500 million) in 2019,” Fitch 
Solutions said.

Noting scope for time lag 
between the FDI and an ac-
tual impact on economic 
activity, the UK-based firm-
stated that the rise in exports 
to China might not yet accrue 
significantly in 2021.

Last year, the financial info 
service provider said a fall in 
construction activity, mer-
chandise exports and tour-
ism, which together account-
ed for more than 70 per cent 
of growth and 39 per cent 
of total paid employment, 
would have severely dented 
economic activity in 2020.

“This is likely to have been 
exacerbated by weaker do-
mestic activity due to contain-
ment measures,” it suggested.

The government’s delay of 
all public-funded projects till 
2021 which have not begun 
and are not jointly funded 
with foreign parties to shore 

up public funds to tackle the 
Covid-19 crisis, would have 
weighed on construction sec-
tor activity.

Citing World Bank data, 
Fitch Solutions said the value 
of approved construction per-
mits fell by 9.3 per cent year-
on-year (y-o-y) over the first 
nine months of 2020, a sharp 
reversal from a 98.3 per cent 
jump over the whole of 2019.

Over the past few years, 
FDI inflows had targeted the 
construction and real estate 
sectors, making it a promi-
nent growth driver, with an 
associated rise in speculative 
demand also distorting the 
Cambodian housing market.

“We believe that the fall in 
approved permits in 2020 can 
be attributed to the combined 
impact of a combination of a 20 
per cent capital gains tax effec-
tive 2022, an online gambling 
ban which contributed to a 
plunge in Chinese FDI in Siha-
noukville, pre-existing over in-
vestment in the property mar-
ket, and souring risk sentiment 
due to the pandemic,” it said.

Cambodia’s large external 
demand concentration in Eu-
rope and the US, and its con-
centration in apparel exports, 
which represented more than 
60 per cent of total exports, a 
consumer discretionary good, 
also left its export apparel 
manufacturers vulnerable 
to the pandemic economic 
downturn.

To be sure, exports to the 
US increased over the first 
nine months of the year.

“However, this was not 
enough to mitigate the de-

cline in exports to Europe on 
the aggregate picture, which 
fell 2.5 per cent y-o-y over the 
first nine months of 2020.

“With reports of apparel or-
der books remaining very weak 
over the final quarter, the fall in 
aggregate exports is likely to 
worsen slightly,” it said.

Fitch Solutions also noted 
that tourism, accounting for 
26.4 per cent of both GDP 
and employment, collapsed 
in 2020 due to international 
flight suspension to contain 
domestic outbreaks.

Tourist arrivals, having fall-
en by 74 per cent y-o-y over 
the first nine months of 2020, 
took a toll on the economy.

“The resultant household 
income shock from the col-
lapse and a decline in general 
economic activity would also 
have dampened private con-
sumption over 2020, although 
Apple’s mobility indicator 
suggests some improvement 
in activity into the year-end 
following an easing of con-
tainment measures,” Fitch 
Solutions said.

Moving forward, it revised 
its 2021 outlook downward 
to four per cent from five per 
cent due to dimmer pros-
pects for a tourism restart in 
Cambodia this year.

A slow global Covid-19 vac-
cination rollout particularly 
to emerging or frontier mar-
kets like Cambodia, will likely 
see other countries stay cau-
tious in reducing curbs on 
leisure travel and increasing 
flight connections to Cambo-
dia for fear of contagion.

“Without a global policy 

on recognised vaccines and 
travel in place, we believe that 
countries will be reluctant to 
restart leisure travel, espe-
cially as many emerging and 
frontier markets will struggle 
to obtain vaccines approved 
by recognised international 
bodies, such as the World 
Health Organisation or the US 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion because higher-income 
countries currently dominate 
the vaccine stocks.

“Cambodia has at present 
only secured Covid-19 vac-
cines from China’s Sinop-
harm, which has not been ap-
proved for use by recognised 

international bodies,” said 
Fitch Solutions.

Separately, Shields of 
Moody’s Analytics felt that 
the Kingdom’s economic re-
covery will remain intact, but 
the pace of the recovery will 
ultimately hinge on contain-
ment of Covid-19 globally.

He said risks to the outlook 
mainly stemmed from Covid-
19, which could cause deeper 
economic shutdowns in Eu-
rope and North America and 
would staunch global trade in 
goods.

“If cases locally and glob-
ally are kept under control, 
the recovery momentum in 

Cambodia should persist, 
and GDP will return to pre-
pandemic levels late this year 
or early-2022.

“However, the recovery will 
be uneven, and tourism will 
be among the last segments 
of the economy to recover 
fully,” Shields added.

And although international 
arrivals will likely pick up by 
the second half of this year, 
a steady recovery in travel is 
unlikely to take hold until vac-
cine rollouts gather pace both 
globally and domestically.

“We forecast GDP growth to 
return to its pre-Covid pace 
by 2023,” he said.
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Royal Group – Cambodia’s leading 
investment and development 
conglomerate – has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
with international oil and retail company 
PTT (Cambodia) limited (PTTCl) in a 
move that will strengthen its business 
operations throughout the Kingdom.

Royal Group chairman and CEo Neak 
oknha Kith Meng and PTTCl managing 
director Songpon Thepnumsommanus 
signed the agreement on Thursday at 
a ceremony held at a leading hotel in 
Phnom Penh.

Senior management from both 
companies and other business leaders 
witnessed the signing.

as part of the MoU, Royal Group 

and PTTCl will explore opportunities 
to jointly develop payment solutions 
and financial services, as well as sales 
and marketing, across all of PTTCl’s 
operations nationwide.

Neak oknha Kith Meng said he 
welcomed the signing of the MoU and 
the close business relationship that will  
follow.

“This ceremony is a strategic 
milestone for both parties and marks an 
important step towards greater business 
collaboration,” he said.

Songpon said PTTCl looked forward 
to working with Royal Group. 

“We are delighted to be signing this 
MoU with Royal Group and are excited 
to be working with them, and their 

wealth of expertise will help further 
grow our presence in the country. This 
also shows PTTCl’s commitment towards 
helping Cambodia develop and advance 
into the digital age,” he said.

Royal Group is an investment and 
development conglomerate with a 
diverse portfolio including more than 
30 companies spanning banking and 
finance, power and energy, hospitality, 
media, telecommunications and property 
development.  

PTTCl is a Thailand-based petroleum 
company that supplies, distributes and 
markets petroleum and related products. 

In addition to its petroleum business, 
PTTCl also owns Cafe amazon, Jiffy 
Mart, Pearly Tea and Fit auto.

Royal Group and PTT Cambodia sign MoU 
to expand businesses in the Kingdom

Management from Royal Group and PTT Cambodia pose for a group photo before the signing ceremony on Thursday. The MoU will help both companies expand operations.

Neak Oknha Kith Meng (left) and Songpon Thepnumsommanus. 



Hin Pisei

C
OMMUNITIES in 
western Kampong 
Thom’s Sankoa com-
mune at the heart of 

a centuries-old tradition of 
cooking and preparing rice 
flakes that are characteristi-
cally eaten during the King-
dom’s annual water festival 
are set to enjoy a shared sense 
of a dedication to their craft 
as the Ministry of Commerce 
designates their product as a 
“collective trademark”.

The flakes are cooked rice 
that is fried dry and pounded 
by mortar and pestle. The 
ministry has labelled the rice 
flakes made in Sankoa – lo-
cated in the western reaches 
of Kampong Svay district – as 
“Ambok Kampong Thom”.

And Suon Vichea, director of 
the ministry’s Department of 
Intellectual Property Rights, 
defines collective trademarks 
as signs that distinguish 
products by geographical ori-
gin, industry, quality or other 
common characteristics.

They are registered un-
der an owner, he told The 
Post, usually an organisation 
composed of businesses, 
merchants and profession-
als from the same industry 
or geographical region that 
pools resources, shares in-
formation and provides other 
benefits for its members.

According to ministry sec-
retary of state Ouk Prachea, 
the designation is expected 
to improve preservation of 
the region’s time-honoured 
Khmer heritage of ambok-
making, draw tourists, create 
jobs and champion the eco-
nomic development of the lo-
cal population.

He was speaking at the 
General Assembly of the 
Kampong Thom Ambok Pro-
ducers on February 16.

Prachea said the designa-
tion would bring together 
skilled ambok producers and 
spur training and knowledge-
sharing programmes, creativ-
ity, as well as the development 
of novel formulas and meth-
ods for future generations.

“I would like to encourage 
the ‘Ambok Kampong Thom’ 
producers and relevant au-
thorities to work together 
and carry out the project to 
a successful completion with 
a ‘One Village, One Product’ 
approach.

“This will be beneficial to 
rural development and trim 
down poverty and migration, 
which will contribute to the 
development of the national 
economy and bring it to an-
other level,” he said.

Kampong Thom Provincial 
Administration spokesman 
Yov Sengkun noted that the 
collective trademark registra-
tion was a first for the prov-
ince.

He said the trademark will 
encourage locals to ramp up 
production and quality to 
meet demand and enhance 
the label’s reputation.

“With the ‘Ambok Kampong 
Thom’ collective trademark in 
tow, the market will become 
all the more solid and help 
producers earn more money,” 
he said.

According to Sengkun, au-
thorities are now eyeing ca-
shew nuts as a potential col-
lective trademark to register 
under the province.

Earlier this year, the minis-
try unveiled plans to register 
four other products as collec-
tive trademarks.

These are “Nom Banh Chok 

Siem Reap” (a local variety of 
rice noodle), the silver-copper 
sculpting typical of Kampong 
Luong and Koh Chin com-
munes in Kandal province’s 
Ponhea Leu district, Kam-
pong Chhnang province-style 
pottery, as well as steamed 
balut from Sre Ronong com-
mune in Takeo province’s 
Tram Kak district.

The ministry also intends 
to domestically register three 
products as geographical in-
dication (GI) – “Kampot Salt”, 
“Fleur de Sel” (flower of salt) 
and “Mondulkiri Wild Honey”.

“Fleur de Sel” is a type of 
salt mainly associated with 
the northern coast France 
that forms as a delicate, flaky 
crust on the surface of seawa-
ter, while “Mondulkiri Wild 
Honey” is produced in the 
northeastern province’s for-
ested areas from the Apis dor-
sata bee.

Business
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K Thom ambok gets trademark

Ambok is cooked rice that is fried dry and pounded by mortar and pestle. HIN PISEI

A total of 133,997 enterprises recorded their operations in 2019, of which 126,168 
(94.2 per cent) were microbusinesses. PIXABAY

ADB okays $16M 
loan for solar farm

LAOS, as a least developed country, 
is still largely dominated by micro-
businesses, which account for 94.2 
per cent of all enterprises in the 
country, the results of the latest sur-
vey revealed on February 16 show.

A total of 133,997 enterprises 
recorded their operations in 2019, an 
increase of 9,124 compared to 2013, 
according to the third economic cen-
sus conducted by the Lao Statistics 
Bureau in 2019-2020.

The total figure comprised 126,168 
microbusinesses, 6,600 small enter-
prises (4.9 per cent), 954 medium 
enterprises (0.7 per cent) and 276 
large enterprises (0.2 per cent), 
according to the survey.

Larger numbers of all types of 
enterprise are to be found in the cen-
tral region and cities. But there are 
fewer numbers of all types of busi-
ness in the south and in rural areas 

where there is no road access.
Most large enterprises are found in 

the major provinces of Luang Prabang, 
Khammuan, Savannakhet and Cham-
pasak, and the capital Vientiane.

The survey indicates that micro-
businesses represent the smallest 
percentage in terms of access to 
finance from banks, even though 
they constitute the largest number of 
all types of enterprise.

Medium-sized enterprises were 
shown to have the most bank loans 
with 29.7 per cent reporting a loan. 
This was followed by large and small 
enterprises accounting for 27 and 
24.6 per cent respectively.

Access to loans by microbusiness rep-
resented just 8.7 per cent of the total.

Wholesale and retail businesses 
make up the largest percentage of 
businesses registered in Laos, fol-
lowed by car and motorbike repair 

shops with a combined figure of 61.2 
per cent. Processing plants account 
for 14.7 per cent, while hospitality 
businesses constitute 10.6 per cent.

According to the survey, these enter-
prises employ 490,373 workers, of 
whom females comprise 50.1 per cent. 
Some 90.6 per cent of all enterprises 
employ just one to five workers each.

The total registered capital of all 
enterprises was recorded at 649.000 
trillion kip ($69.5 billion). In 2018, 
these enterprises generated a com-
bined income of 107.584 trillion kip.

Lao Statistics Bureau head Phonesaly 
Souksavath said she was confident that 
the survey would be useful and a good 
reference for policymakers, research-
ers, students and others during the 
course of their work. The first econom-
ic census was conducted in 2006, the 
second in 2013, and the latest in 2019-
2020. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thou Vireak

JAPANESE-LED Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) has ap-
proved a $16.4 million loan 
for a new 60MW alternating-
current solar farm in Kam-
pong Chhnang province’s 
southwestern district of Teuk 
Phos.

This comes after the Coun-
cil for the Development of 
Cambodia’s (CDC) on Febru-
ary 5 gave nod to the project, 
which the council noted had 
capital investment of $37.4 
million and would be de-
veloped and operated by a 
Thai special purpose vehicle 
named Prime Road Alterna-
tive (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

ADB said: “The project is 
the culmination of a ‘One 
ADB’ effort over several years 
involving [its] SERD [South-
east Asia Department], SDCC 
[Sustainable Development 
and Climate Change Depart-
ment], OPPP [Office of Pub-
lic-Private Partnership] and 
PSOD [Private Sector Opera-
tions Department].

“The ADB financing will 
meet the borrower’s require-
ments for longer-tenor, [US] 
dollar-denominated project 
financing, which local finan-
cial institutions are unable to 
provide,” it asserted.

“ADB has been leading the 
transaction and will mobilise 
over $5 of co-financing from 
commercial, development 
finance, and concessional 
sources – including Canadian 
Climate Fund for the Private 
Sector in Asia II – for every $1 
of ADB investment.

“Classified effective gender 
mainstreaming, the project 
will also promote gender 
equality and women’s em-
powerment in Cambodia,” 
said the Metro Manila-based 
multilateral lender.

Provincial Department of 
Mines and Energy director Uk 
Ros told The Post on Febru-
ary 18 that the new solar farm 
would be managed by state-
run electricity supplier Elec-
tricite du Cambodge (EdC).

“We’re nearly done with the 
environmental and social im-
pact assessment of the proj-
ect and it’s been determined 

that there won’t be much im-
pact on the environment or 
society. The project will run 
smoothly,” he said.

Unsure of the timeframe for 
construction and with a pre-
cise area yet to be demarcat-
ed, Ros said the project would 
likely be built on 80-100ha 
in Teuk Phos near the border 
with Samaki Meanchey dis-
trict to the southeast.

“It will provide socio-eco-
nomic benefits as well as im-
prove life of those living in the 
area,” he said.

ADB said in a September 
2019 press release that auc-
tion for the project, which 
was conducted by EdC, end-
ed with Prime Road Alterna-
tive’s lowest bid of $0.3877 per 
kilowatt-hour.

Meanwhile, a 40MW so-
lar farm is in the pipeline for 
Kampong Chhnang, as the 
government prepares bidding 
documents submitted for the 
solar tender, according to 
Victor Jona, director-general 
of the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy’s General Department 
of Energy.

“The 40MW solar power 
plant is initiated by Asian 
Development Bank, which 
will help prepare the bidding 
documents for us,” he said, 
adding that the project is 
scheduled for completion in 
the third quarter of this year.

And another 60MW so-
lar power farm in Teuk Phos 
district was connected to the 
national grid in April, which 
brought the Kingdom’s total 
solar-power generation to 
150MW, according to Jona.

The project, located in Ta-
ing Krasaing commune’s 
Romeas village, is developed 
by SchneiTec Renewable Co 
Ltd, a joint venture between 
Chinese and local partners.

Jona claimed that three so-
lar farms with a total 120MW 
of installed capacities are on 
track to be connected to the 
national grid by this year’s 
end.

He listed the projects as a 
60MW solar farm in Battam-
bang province, a 30MW proj-
ect in Pursat province and 
another 30MW facility in Ban-
teay Meanchey province.

VN’s Hapaco eyes $174M wind investment
HO CHI MINH-listed Hapaco 
Group JSC (HAP) is planning to 
invest four trillion dong ($173.8 
million) in a wind power project 
in the Central Highlands prov-
ince of Gia Lai.

Gia Lai province borders 
Andong Meas and O’Yadav 
districts in Cambodia’s Ratan-
akkiri province.

The project is among those 

to be submitted for approval 
at the group’s annual share-
holders’ meeting, which is 
slated for March 14.

The meeting will also discuss 
investment in building a 23ha 
care centre for the elderly in 
the northern city of Hai Phong 
city’s Thuy Nguyen district as 
well as HAP’s new develop-
ment orientations in social 

housing and guest worker 
services.

HAP was one of the first 
listed on the Ho Chi Minh 
Stock Exchange (HoSE). As of 
December 31 last year, its total 
assets exceeded more than 808 
billion dong.

Last year, the group reeled in 
335 billion dong in revenue, a 
yearly decrease of 11 per cent. 

Its after-tax profit, meanwhile, 
hit 34.3 billion dong, up 69 per 
cent year-on-year.

On the HoSE, HAP’s share 
price gained 210 dong or 3.12 
per cent to close at 6,950 dong 
on February 18 for a market 
capitalisation of 385.52 billion 
dong, with 577,100 shares 
traded. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

Micro-businesses dominate Laos’ enterprises, survey says
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russian state laboratory 
Vektor on february 16 an-
nounced it was launching re-
search into prehistoric virus-
es by analysing the remains 
of animals recovered from 
melted permafrost.

The siberia-based lab said 
in a statement that the aim 
of the project was to identify 
paleoviruses and conduct ad-
vanced research into virus 
evolution.

The research in collabora-
tion with the university of 
yakutsk began with analysis 
of tissues extracted from a 
prehistoric horse believed to 
be at least 4,500 years old.

Vektor said the remains 
were discovered in 2009 in ya-
kutia, a vast siberian region 
where remains of Paleolithic 
animals including mammoths 
are regularly discovered.

researchers said they 
would probe too the remains 
of mammoths, elk, dogs, par-
tridges, rodents, hares and 
other prehistoric animals.

Maxim Cheprasov, head of 
the Mammoth Museum labo-
ratory at yakutsk university, 
said in a press release that 
the recovered animals had 
already been the subject of 

bacterial studies. 
but he added: “We are con-

ducting studies on paleovi-
ruses for the first time”.

a former centre for the 
development of biological 
weapons in soviet times, the 
Vektor laboratory in siberia’s 

novosibirsk region is one of 
only two facilities in the world 
to store the smallpox virus.

Vektor has developed a vac-
cine against the coronavirus, 
epiVacCorona, which was 
licensed in October in rus-
sia and is scheduled to begin 

mass production later this 
month.

scientists say the arctic is 
warming twice as fast as the 
global average, endangering 
local wildlife as well as releas-
ing carbon stored in the melt-
ing permafrost. AFP

study: Dino-killer not from asteroid belt

russian scientists probe prehistoric 
viruses dug from siberian permafrost

french air regulator 
says 5G phones may 
interfere with aircraft

s
ixTy-six million years ago, a 
huge celestial object struck 
off the coast of what is now 
Mexico, triggering a cata-

strophic “impact winter” that even-
tually wiped out three-quarters of life 
on earth, including the dinosaurs.

a pair of astronomers at Harvard say 
they have now resolved long standing 
mysteries surrounding the nature and 
origin of the “Chicxulub impactor”.

Their analysis suggests it was a 
comet that originated in a region of 
icy debris on the edge of the solar sys-
tem, that Jupiter was responsible for 
it crashing into our planet, and that 
we can expect similar impacts every 
250 million to 750 million years.

The duo’s paper, published in the 
journal Scientific Reports this week, 
pushes back against an older theory 
that claims the object was a frag-
ment of an asteroid that came from 
our solar system’s Main belt.

Lead author amir siraj said: “Jupi-
ter is so important because it’s the 
most massive planet in our solar 
system.”

Jupiter ends up acting as a kind of 
“pinball machine” that “kicks these in-
coming long-period comets into orbits 
that bring them very close to the sun”.

so-called “long-period comets” 
come from the Oort cloud, thought to 
be a giant spherical shell surrounding 
the solar system like a bubble that is 
made of icy pieces of debris the size 
of mountains or larger.

The long-period comets take 
about 200 years to orbit the sun, and 
are also called sungrazers because 
of how close they pass.

because they come from the deep 

freeze of the outer solar system, com-
ets are icier than asteroids, and are 
known for the stunning gas and dust 
trails that they produce as they melt.

but, said siraj, the evaporative im-
pact of the sun’s heat on sungrazers 
is nothing compared to the massive 
tidal forces they experience when 
one side faces our star.

“as a result, these comets experi-
ence such a large tidal force that the 
most massive of them would shat-
ter into about a thousand fragments, 
each of those fragments large enough 
to produce a Chicxulub size impactor, 
or dinosaur-killing event on earth.”

siraj and his co-author avi Loeb, 
a professor of science, developed 
a statistical model that showed the 
probability that long-period comets 
would hit earth that is consistent 
with the age of Chicxulub and other 
known impactors.

The previous theory about the 
object being an asteroid produces 
an expected rate of such events that 
was off by a factor of about 10 com-
pared to what has been observed, 
Loeb said.

‘A beautiful sight’
another line of evidence in favour 

of the comet origin is the compo-
sition of Chicxulub – only about a 
tenth of all asteroids from the Main 
belt, which lies between Mars and 
Jupiter, are made up of carbona-
ceous chondrite, while most comets 
have it.

evidence suggests the Chicxulub 
crater and other similar craters, such 
as the Vredefort crater in south afri-
ca that was struck about two billion 

years ago, and the million-year-old 
Zhamanshin crater in Kazakhstan, 
all had carbonaceous chondrite.

The hypothesis can be tested by fur-
ther studying these craters, ones on the 
Moon, or even by sending out space 
probes to take samples from comets.

“it must have been a beautiful sight 
to see this rock approaching 66 mil-
lion years ago, that was larger than 
the length of Manhattan island,” said 

Loeb, though ideally we’d like to learn 
to track such objects and devise ways 
to deflect them if necessary.

Loeb added that he was excited by 
the prospect of the Vera rubin Ob-
servatory in Chile becoming opera-
tional next year.

The telescope might be able to see 
tidal disruption of long-period com-
ets “and will be extremely important 
in making forecasts for definitely the 

next 100 years, to know if anything 
bad could happen to us.”

Though siraj and Loeb calculated 
Chicxulub-like impactors would oc-
cur once every few hundreds of mil-
lions of years, “it’s a statistical thing, 
you say, ‘on average, it’s every so of-
ten’ but you never know when the 
next one will come,” said Loeb.

“The best way to find out is to 
search the sky,” he concluded. AFP

THe latest generation of 
smartphones, 5G, can inter-
fere with aircraft altitude in-
struments, the french Civil 
aviation authority warned on 
february 16 as it recommend-
ed they should be turned off 
during flight.

a spokesman for the agency 
said: “The utilisation of 5G de-
vices onboard aircraft could 
lead to risks of interference 
that could potentially result in 
errors in altitude readings.”

The potential phenomenon is 
due to “signal interference from 
a close frequency source of a 
strength that is similar or even 
superior to that of altimeters”.

This interference can cause 
errors “in instruments that are 
extremely critical during land-
ing”, said the agency, known 
by its french acronym DGaC.

it sent a bulletin on the is-
sue to airlines last week, rec-
ommending that 5G phones 
should either be turned off 
completely or put in “airplane 
mode” during flight.

Most countries have long 
required that mobile phones 
be turned off or placed in air-
plane mode due to concerns 

that previous generations of 
mobile telecommunications 
networks can interfere with a 
plane’s navigation and com-
munication equipment.

The DGaC also recom-
mended that in cases of dis-
ruption to an aircraft’s equip-
ment that the flight crew 
immediately notify air traffic 
controllers who can then alert 
authorities at the airport.

DGaC also noted that it had 
laid out conditions for the po-
sitioning of 5G base stations 
in order to limit the risks of 
interference during landing 
at french airports.

The strength of signals 
from 5G base stations placed 
near france’s main airports 
has been restricted, said the 
DGaC, which has been con-
ducting additional testing 
since november when french 
telecommunications op-
erators were given the green 
light to begin rolling out 5G 
services.

it is continuing to monitor 
5G base stations around all 
french airports in cooperation 
with the agency responsible for 
radio frequencies. AFP

A Tyrannosaurus rex (T-Rex) skeleton, named STAN is on display during a press preview at Christie’s Rockefeller Centre on September 
15, in New York City. Sixty-six million years ago, a huge celestial object struck off the coast of what is now Mexico, triggering a catastrophic 
cooling period that eventually wiped out three-quarters of life on Earth, including the dinosaurs, according to a new study. AFP

Researchers extract tissues from a prehistoric horse believed to be at least 4,500 years old. Russian state 
laboratory Vektor on Tuesday announced it was launching research into prehistoric viruses by analysing the 
remains of animals recovered from melted permafrost. NORTH-EASTERN FEDERAL UNIVERSITY IN YAKUTSK/AFP
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Digital warfare: Myanmar’s cyber crackdown
M

yanMar’s military 
has imposed repeated 
internet blackouts, 
blocked some social 

media sites and drafted a cybersecu-
rity bill as it attempts to grind down 
resistance to its takeover.

These moves by the new junta 
have deepened worries that in-
ternet-hungry Myanmar will no 
longer have access to real-time in-
formation, be largely cut off from 
the outside world and face draco-
nian punishments for some online 
posts.

What has happened since the coup?
The military has so far ordered 

five temporary internet shutdowns, 
starting on february 1 – the day of 
the putsch – when civilian leader 
aung san suu Kyi was detained.

In recent days, communications 
have been throttled on three con-
secutive nights for a period of eight 
hours between 1am and 9am.

Monitoring group netblocks said 
internet connectivity during these 
outages dropped at times to 15 per 
cent of normal levels.

also blocked are social media plat-
forms such as facebook and Twitter, 
where an online campaign to op-
pose the coup gained steam.

The blackouts bring back memo-
ries of pre-internet days under the 
previous junta regime for Myo na-
ing, 46.

The car rental salesman said: 
“People had to gather on the street 
and share the information.”

Myanmar did not have easily avail-
able internet until about 2013, when 
a state monopoly on telecommu-
nications ended and international 

companies began offering afford-
able sIM cards.

Why the internet shutdowns?
That is unclear. 
One possible explanation is that 

the regime is using the time to anal-
yse data to track down targets for 
arrest, said australian cybersecurity 
expert Damien Manuel from Deakin 
university.

but Matt Warren of Melbourne’s 
rMIT university said the regime 
could be creating a state-monitored 

firewall to control information flows, 
similar to those in saudi arabia, Tur-
key, China and Vietnam.

Whatever the reason, the mili-
tary’s internet shutdowns could be 
characterised as “ad hoc”.

Warren said: “They’re reacting 
to the situation. They didn’t have a 
plan to control the internet as soon 
as the [coup] happened.”

another possible explanation for 
the timing of the outages is that the 
junta wants to keep businesses up 
and running throughout the day.

Is it working?
The shutdowns have not deterred 

protesters from taking to the streets, 
but they have been successful at 
striking fear into people.

yangon resident Win Tun, 44, said: 
“They can do anything they want 
[during the shutdown] so we have to 
protect our streets.”

but in terms of getting online, 
Myanmar netizens have managed to 
skirt the social media blocks by us-
ing virtual private networks (VPns).

Top10VPn, a britain-based digital 

security advocacy group, reported a 
7,200-per-cent increase in local de-
mand for VPns in the immediate af-
termath of facebook being banned 
on february 4.

Top10VPn’s samuel Woodhams 
said: “as VPns provide a means for 
citizens to bypass restrictions, au-
thorities will often restrict them to 
ensure their internet shutdowns are 
effective.”

He added that there had been re-
ports of VPn services being blocked 
in Myanmar, although it was un-
clear exactly how many had been 
affected.

“It shows the determination of the 
government to restrict citizens’ ac-
cess to information and freedom of 
expression,” Woodhams said.

some internet users in Myanmar 
have also circumvented the black-
outs with foreign sIM cards.

What about new laws?
The military junta has proposed 

a draconian new law that gives it 
sweeping powers to block websites, 
order internet shutdowns and re-
quest personal user data “for the 
sake of national security”.

norway-based Telenor asa – 
which in recent weeks has had to 
comply with temporary internet 
shutdowns at the regime’s direc-
tion – expressed alarm over the draft 
law’s “broad scope”.

Myanmar-based civil society 
groups, private companies and even 
a manufacturing and industrial as-
sociation have denounced the bill.

Their concerns range from hu-
man rights to worries that it could 
stifle a business-friendly environ-
ment. afp

Police stand by as protesters take part in a demonstration demanding the release of detained Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
during a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Thursday. afp

Vietnam’s Kien Giang aiming for 
24% growth in marine aquaculture
THe Vietnamese Cuu Long 
(Mekong) Delta province of 
Kien Giang targets an average 
annual growth rate of 24 per 
cent for marine aquaculture 
from now to 2030.

With a coastline of more than 
200km and many large and 
small islands, Kien Giang has 
the largest number of floating 
cages for breeding marine 
aquatic species in the delta.

The province – which borders 
Takeo province’s Kiri Vong dis-
trict and Kampot province’s ban-
teay Meas and Kampong Trach 
districts in Cambodia – aims for 
an annual output of 113,530 
tonnes for marine fish and other 
aquatic species by 2025 and 
207,190 tonnes by 2030.

The province targets having 
7,500 floating aquaculture cages 
on a total of 7,000ha by 2025 and 
14,000 floating cages on a total of 
16,000ha of sea surface by 2030.

The province also plans to 
breed pearl oysters on 200ha and 
bivalve molluscs on a total area 
of 25,000ha by 2030. To meet the 
targets, the province needs 12.7 
trillion dong ($550 million) for 
marine aquaculture in the 2021-
2030 period. The investment 
money will be come from cen-
tral and local budgets and 
marine aquaculture breeders.

The province will also provide 
farmers breeding techniques 
and help near-shore fishermen 
switch to breeding marine fish to 
reduce overfishing in the area.

Marine fish like groupers, 
cobia, sea bass, lobsters, man-
tis shrimp, blue swimmer 

crabs and pearl oysters will be 
bred on islands in Phu Quoc 
city, Kien Hai district, Ha Tien 
city’s Tien Hai commune and 
Kien Luong district’s son Hai 
and Hon nghe communes.

Coastal areas in Ha Tien city 
and the districts of Kien Luong, 
Hon Dat, an Minh and an bien 
will breed bivalve molluscs like 
blood cockles, green mussels 
and ark clams.

The province plans to devel-
op its marine aquaculture sus-
tainably on an industrial scale 
to serve domestic consump-
tion and exports, and create 
linkages among stakeholders 
to improve production value.

It has encouraged large-scale 
marine aquaculture companies 
to invest in high-tech marine 
aquaculture. In recent years, 
several companies have invest-
ed in the breeding of marine 
fish, such as floating cages used 
with norwegian techniques.

Kien Giang has about 4,500 
floating cages on the sea for 
marine aquatic species breed-
ing, mostly near islands, 
according to the province’s 
Department of agriculture 
and rural Development.

In Kien Hai Island district, 
farmers who breed grouper, 
cobia and other marine fish 
species in floating cages in an 
son, nam Du and Lai son 
communes earn a profit of 
hundreds of millions of dong 
a year. Marine fish are bred in 
floating rafts that often have 
four-to-six fish cages each.

nguyen Van nam, who has 

eight floating fish cages in Kien 
Hai’s Lai son commune, said 
farmers can earn a profit of 50 
million dong (with profit margin 
100 per cent) for an 18-month 
fish crop in a floating fish cage.

In Lai son, more than 100 
households breed marine fish 
in about 700 floating cages, with 
an annual output of more than 
1,000 tonnes. The commune 
has the highest density of float-
ing cages in Kien Giang.

Lai son, an son and nam Du 
communes have offered breed-
ing training for farmers and 
regularly provide them with 
information about weather and 
diseases. Local authorities and 
farmer associations have sup-
ported farmers with soft loans 
and breeding techniques.

The Hon nghe Commune 
farmers association in Kien 
Luong district, for example, 
has encouraged households 
that have financial capacity to 
invest in breeding marine fish 
and join with other less finan-
cially capable households and 
share the profits.

The model, begun in 2016, 
has worked effectively, accord-
ing to the association. Less 
financially capable house-
holds have earned a profit of 
250-300 million dong a year.

The association has worked 
with the province’s fund for 
support farmers to provide 
soft loans worth a total of 1.3 
billion dong to 46 marine-fish 
breeding households in Hon 
nghe since 2016. VIET NaM NEWS/

aSIa NEWS NETWORK



 EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Publisher & Chief Executive Offi cer

Ly Tayseng

Managing Editor Post Khmer

Sam Rith

Deputy Chief of Staff

phak Seangly

Business Editor

May Kunmakara

Deputy Business Editor

Sangeetha amarthalingam

Deputy Head of Lifestyle Desk

pan Simala

Senior Reporters

Meas Sokchea, Niem Chheng

Reporters

Khouth Sophak Chakrya, Kim Sarom, 

Long Kimmarita,  Hin pisei, Mom Kunthear, 

Hong Raksmey, pann Rethea, Voun Dara, 

Roth Sochieata, Orm Bunthoeurn, 

Soth Koemsoeun, Thou Vireak, Nov Sivutha

Photographers

Heng Chivoan, Hong Menea, Hean Rangsey

Web Editor

Leang phannara

Digital Team

Sous Chanthy, pang Vichea, Suy Sovandy

 SIEM REAP BUREAU

Offi ce Manager

Sophearith Blondeel 

 PRODUCTION & PRINTING

Head of Desktop Publishing

Nhim Sokphyrak

Desktop Publishing

Suon Savatdy, Chum Sokunthy, Danh Borath   

Tep Thoeun Thyda, Tim Borith, Than Veasna

 

HEAD OFFICE

Post Media Co., Ltd. 

The Elements Condominium Level 7,

Hun Sen Boulevard, Phum Prek Talong,

Sangkat Chak Angre Krom,12353, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia

Tel: 023 888 161, 023 888 162

Cellcard: 078 555 166, 078 555 133

Smart: 086 822 999, 086 277 999

 SIEM REAP

No 629, Street 6, Dangkum Commune

Tel: 063 966 290, Fax: 063 966 590

 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Operating Offi cer

James Ong Soon Teck

Advertising Department

Chap Narith, 017 996 241

Hun Channet, 017 578 768

prach Monnyreak, 015 239 293 

Keo puthy, 012 966 605

phon Sok Chea, 012 717 404 

Jessa piastro, 092 445 983

 CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION

Acting Distribution Manager

Thenh Rithy, 087 888 854

Circulation Supervisor

Nou Chanthy, 096 999 2828

Yim Veasna, 015 814 499

 ADMINISTRATION

Admin & HR Manager

pich Socheat

Assistants Admin & HR Manager

Nhel Soaphea

Financial Director

Heang Tangmeng

Chief Accountant

Sren Vicheka

Treasurers

Sok Sophorn, Yon Sovannara, 

Cheam Sopheak, Huy Hamsovannary

IT Manager

Seng Nak, Vong Oun

TO CONTACT US

newsroom@phnompenhpost.com

advertising@phnompenhpost.com

subscription@phnompenhpost.com

webmaster@phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

© Post Media Co., Ltd

The Phnom Penh Post is wholly owned 

and printed by Post Media Co., Ltd. The 

title The Phnom Penh Post in either 

English or Khmer languages, its associ-

ated logos or devices and the contents of 

this publication may not be reproduced 

in whole or in part without the written 

consent of Post Media Co., Ltd.

www.phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

13THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  19, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Opinion

f
ebruary 20 marks the entry 
into force of a new interna-
tional agreement promoting 
paperless trade, a timely 

reminder of how the Covid-19 pan-
demic has brought digital solutions 
to regional development challenges 
into the limelight.

Paperless trade across borders has 
proven an effective way to mitigate 
trade disruptions since the onset of 
the crisis, enabling commerce to 
continue while limiting physical con-
tact. yet, despite the increasing 
acceptance of electronic documents 
across borders, implementation of 
cross-border paperless trade remains 
low, according to the uN Global Sur-
vey on Digital and Sustainable Trade 
facilitation for asia and the Pacific. 

across asia and the Pacific, govern-
ments must move from time-consum-
ing paper-based processes to elec-
tronic and traceable trade procedures 
that can significantly enhance com-
petitiveness and address new chal-
lenges associated with e-commerce 
and the digital economy. In doing so, 
our region can also recover some of 
the $200 billion in illicit financial flows 
that sharply reduce the capacity of 
governments to put in place support 
measures for vulnerable groups.

at the uN economic and Social 
Commission for asia and the Pacific 
(eSCaP), in 2016, member states 
adopted the framework agreement 
on facilitation of Cross-border 
Paperless Trade in asia and the Pacif-
ic to accelerate trade digitalisation – 
the electronic exchange of trade-re-
lated data across borders – while 
leaving no one behind.

More than 25 countries worked 
together to develop the treaty, which 
is now open for accession to all 53 
members of eSCaP. The five coun-
tries that have ratified or acceded to 
the treaty – azerbaijan, bangladesh, 
China, the Islamic republic of Iran 
and the Philippines – represent a 
diverse group of countries spanning 
the wider asia-Pacific region but all 
are committed to regional coopera-
tion in this critical area. armenia and 
Cambodia signed the treaty in 2017 
while several other eSCaP members 
are in the process of completing their 
accession this year, before imple-
mentation of the agreement starts in 
earnest in 2022.

but we must do more to realise the 
transformative potential of trade dig-
italisation. 

first, we need to fully use the 

framework agreement to  provide a 
region-wide multilateral intergov-
ernmental platform, a dedicated 
space for developing and testing 
legal and technical cross-border 
paperless trade solutions that build 
on national, bilateral, and subre-
gional initiatives. This treaty marks 
the beginning of a new journey, one 

focused on turning cross-border 
paperless trade into reality through 
cooperation, testing, innovation 
and implementation. 

Second, we have to ensure that the 
framework agreement is catalyst for  
those countries that become a party 
to it to implement key measures fea-
tured in the Trade facilitation agree-

ment (Tfa) of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), including Sin-
gle Windows and other actions 
requiring the use of information and 
communication technologies. 

Third, we recognise that the frame-
work agreement is an inclusive and 
highly flexible cooperation and 
capacity building opportunities that 

countries can participate in regard-
less of their levels of development 
and digitalisation. The estimates pre-
sented in the most recent regional 
trade facilitation report by the asian 
Development bank (aDb) and eSCaP 
suggest that the framework agree-
ment can help reduce trade costs by 
more than 20 per cent in most of the 

region’s developing countries.So, this 
is particularly important now when 
many bilateral or regional deals 
exclude some of the least developed 
countries. 

I encourage all eSCaP member 
states to join the treaty as soon as 
possible and demonstrate political 
will. There is no deadline for acced-
ing to the treaty but doing so early on 
will ensure a seat at the table when 
the Parties formally discuss the 
implementation of priorities. The 
benefits of cross-border paperless 
trade multiply with the number of 
countries involved. So, the more 
countries on board, the larger the 
development gains for all. It is time 
to accelerate the excellent bilateral 
and subregional paperless trade initi-
atives that have emerged across the 
asia-Pacific region to build truly 
seamless and resilient supply chains 
as we recover better together in the 
post-Covid-19 era.

The author is UN undersecretary-general 
and ESCAP executive secretary

Accelerating trade digitalisation  
in times of the pandemic

It is time to accelerate the excellent bilateral and subregional paperless trade initiatives that have emerged across the Asia-Pacific 
region to build truly seamless and resilient supply chains as we recover better together in the post-Covid-19 era. afp
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Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana

Acceding to the treaty early on 
will ensure a seat at the table 
when the Parties discuss the 
implementation of priorities
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Valentine’s camping for nature lovers 
Roth Sochieata

I
NSTeaD of roses, chocolates, 
and romantic dinners in fancy 
restaurants, around 300 people 
spent their Valentine’s Day in 

tents dining under the stars in the 
wilds of Cambodia to celebrate their 
love for nature.

The “fall In love with Prey Lang 
on Valentine’s Day” camping event 
that took place this past february 
14 was the third annual outing of 
an event that was originally started 
as an initiative to raise awareness of 
environmental issues and inspire a 
greater love for nature back in 2019.

Neth Pheaktra, secretary of State 
and spokesman for the Ministry 
of environment, led around 300 
people from all walks of life out to 
Prey Lang in Kratie province to cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day by organising 
a one-night camping trip for people 
who wanted to mark the holiday by 
showing their love for nature.

“We started doing this in 2019 and 
so this is our third camping trip. 
Scheduling it on Valentine’s Day is 
intentional of course – the idea being 
that everyone who attends is showing 
a true love of nature – which is some-
thing we’d like to see spread to the 
whole of Cambodia,” says Pheaktra. 

at dawn on february 14, over 
twenty vehicles lined up and head-
ed to Chhroy banteay commune in 
Kratie’s Prek Prasap district. 

The group spent the night there in 
Prey Lang celebrating the beauty of 
nature while also participating in a 
buddhist ceremony meant to protect 
the trees, along with other activities.

The campers included Ministry 
of environment officials, provincial 
authorities, staff members from civil 
society organisations and NGOs, en-
vironment ministry forest rangers, 
monks, students and citizens from a 
diverse array of backgrounds as well as 
reporters from various media outlets.

“We have all come from different 
parts of the country and different 
provinces but we have the same goal. 

“The goal is for everyone to be 
united in their love of nature and 
their commitment to protect Cam-
bodia’s natural resources like those 
we have here in Prey Lang,” Pheak-
tra tells The Post. 

Pheaktra says that the idea is to 
preserve not just Prey Lang but the 
all of the natural resources of Cam-
bodia which are primarily located in 
the 7.3 million hectares of protected 

areas under management by the 
Ministry of the environment. 

for the Valentine’s Day camping 
trip the main activity was a buddhist 
ordination ceremony for the trees of 
the forest. 

Typically, ordination ceremonies 
are conducted for people who are 
becoming monks. In this case the 
trees were ordained symbolically and 
some were given robes as though 
they were monks, thus making it ta-
boo for any buddhist to harm those 
trees by chopping them down. 

Of course, every tree in Prey Lang 
couldn’t be given robes because 
of the vast number of them there. 
Walking through the forest, one can 
see a wide variety of uniquely beau-
tiful trees in every direction. 

Some of the trees just stand 
straight and climb high into the sky 
while others bend down low trailing 
flowers everywhere. each one seems 
to possess its own personality. 

Sadly, each year some of the trees 
are lost to forest fires or are cut down 
by illegal loggers, but it doesn’t take 
long for new green foliage to cover 
up the dry and dead branches or 
patches of gray on the forest floor. 

Venerable So Senath, a monk who 
participated in the trees’ ordination 
ceremony, expressed feelings of joy 
upon seeing so many people come 

together for the ritual.
“I am honored and delighted to be 

part of the event and to be one of the 
people joining hands with others to 
take care of nature. 

“I am even more joyful to see so 
many people who are willing to at-
tend this event on Valentine’s Day to 
demonstrate love for nature instead 
of less wholesome kinds of love,” 
Senath says. 

after they had finished tying robes 
to the trees, some people took self-
ies with friends in front of them and 
with the uniformed forest rangers. 

everyone on the trip seemed to be 
having a wonderful adventure for 
Valentine’s Day.

after the ceremony some people 
made their way back to the camp-
site area, while Pheaktra marched 
off into the wilderness leading part 
of the group on a 10km nature hike.

The sun began to go down around 
dinner time at 6pm and everyone was 
busying themselves helping each oth-
er set up their tents for the night. 

There were over 100 tents pitched, 
but some people used hammocks 
hung between trees – just like forest 
rangers that are used to roughing it 
in the outdoors. 

The sun set over Prey Lang was a 
stunning sight and a feast for the eye 
that nearly everyone felt compelled to 

watch for at least a little while no matter 
what they were in the middle of doing.

In addition to the many Cambodi-
ans there, the chief advisor for the Ja-
pan International Cooperation agen-
cy in Cambodia, Kazuhiro Goseki, had 
come along on the trip as well.

While he was setting up his tent he 
chatted with others about how Ja-
pan celebrates Valentine’s Day.

“In Japan the way we celebrate Val-
entine’s Day is quite different. usu-
ally girls are the ones who send out 
the chocolates to their boyfriends. and 
wives also give them to their husbands.

“and, girls can also send chocolates 
out to family and friends too. but there 
are different types of chocolate. One 
is called ‘giri-choco’ and those are just 
quick ready-made chocolates that 
people give to each other as a sign of 
friendship in a non-romantic way. 

“but then there are ‘honmei-choc-
os’ and those are the ones that a girl 
gives to someone who she is roman-
tically interested in or truly in love 
with to let them know this,” he said. 

Goseki laughs and continues, say-
ing: “you might think Valentine’s Day 
is very one-sided in Japan but we also 
have this holiday called ‘White Day’ 
on March 14 where boys will then buy 
gifts for the girls who bought them 
chocolate on february 14. 

“but on March 14 the gifts can be 

anything,  and it is customary for the 
boys to give gifts worth two or three 
times whatever the girls bought for 
them, so a box of chocolates could 
earn a girl something much fancier 
in return, you never know,” he says.

Goseki said that this was his first 
time visiting Prey Lang and certainly 
the first Valentine’s Day he had ever 
spent in the forest. He said he en-
joyed the trip immensely despite 
some language barriers.  

It was a long and tiring day but 
people were still having fun and en-
joying themselves around the camp-
fire that evening. Some of the camp-
ers danced to traditional Khmer 
music while others sat together just 
talking and drinking.

The next morning, february 15, 
the group went on a visit to the Think 
biotic Co Ltd where people learned 
all about techniques for planting 
trees without using seeds so that it 
takes only around five years before 
they can be harvested. 

During the visit to the company, 
Pheaktra said that the royal Gov-
ernment supports the establish-
ment of tree plantations because it 
benefits the environment and helps 
conserve natural resources. 

“The government has been encour-
aging tree plantation investments to 
create renewable timber resources 
because this is a sustainable way for 
Cambodia to meet its needs in this 
area so that there is less pressure to 
cut down wild forests,” he says. 

The director of Think biotic, run-
Peng Wei, led the group on a tour of 
his eucalyptus fields and explained 
how the business works while 
Pheaktra explained what measures 
the government was taking to sup-
port these types of businesses.

“We’ve strongly encouraged 
[Wei] to keep his business going 
because it also provides work to 
around 2,000 Cambodians in ad-
dition to helping reduce deforesta-
tion,” Pheaktra said.

after visiting Think biotic’s tree 
plantation everyone met for a big 
lunch and spent some more time 
socialising and enjoying their fel-
lowship together as Valentine’s Day 
campers before going their separate 
ways and heading home.

The campers may not have found 
love of the sort traditionally associ-
ated with Valentine’s Day on this 
holiday outing – but all of them defi-
nitely went home with a greater love 
and appreciation for nature. 

Officials, NGO staff members, monks, students and citizens from all walks of life gather around an ordained tree in Prey Lang in 
Kratie province as part of a uniquely Cambodian take on the Valentine’s Day holiday. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra (centre) at a tree plantation in Kratie. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIMAround 300 people spend Valentine’s night in tents and hammocks. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Conceal, like a magician
  5 What have we here
  9 Favorite’s defeat
 14 On the safe side, nautically
 15 Tobacco dryer
 16 Like one born yesterday
 17 They can supersize your work
 20 Come on stage
 21 They’re dyeing for a job
 22 Sugar substitute?
 25 Ballpark figure
 26 Drinks to excess
 28 Library penalty
 32 Standard of perfection
 37 One with candy and flowers
 38 Certain wire stripper
 41 Like morning air, sometimes
 42 Residents of Mashhad
 43 Riot queller
 44 Certain possessive
 46 Sandra, Ruby or Kiki
 47 Is a nuisance to
 53 Pressed for time
 58 Like some columns 
 59 It’s in Rio de Janeiro

 62 Give off, as perspiration
 63 Like an angel or butterfly
 64 News blurb
 65 Puts into piles
 66 Easter preparation
 67 Notorious Roman emperor
DOWN
  1 Strode back and forth
  2 One way to go it
  3 Greek penny
  4 Gangland’s Lansky
  5 Truck-weight unit
  6 Halloween costume option
  7 Schools of thought
  8 Lady Liberty, e.g.
  9 Not groovy, man
 10 Physical suffering
 11 Geometric function
 12 Happily ___ after
 13 Dick’s Truehart
 18 Anger
 19 Machinery parts
 23 Mix together
 24 Carry-on bag
 27 Shrubby evergreen plant
 28 Centers of interest

 29 Minuscule amount
 30 Popular gas in Vegas
 31 Acts human?
 32 Titan or Minuteman, e.g.
 33 Young toon explorer
 34 Long and impressive, as a film
 35 Altar’s place
 36 Albanian buck
 37 White as a ghost
 39 Ungraceful entrance?
 40 Barely broiled
 44 Prefix meaning “trillion”
 45 Like many teas
 46 Where some tears are found
 48 Blood relative
 49 Drive a nail at an angle
 50 On mom’s side
 51 Kitchen device
 52 Blockhead
 53 Italian coolers
 54 NASA scrub
 55 One mimicking
 56 Biblical verb, with “thou”
 57 Ivy League campus
 60 Bert’s twin sister, in fiction
 61 Guggenheim procurement

“THREE ON THE BEAT” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

backyard ice rinks rise 
in pandemic Canada
W

ith health au-
thorities re-
stricting public 
gatherings and 

other social activities, more 
Canadians than ever are em-
bracing an old winter tradi-
tion – the backyard ice rink.

felix rheaume stands on 
a large rink that takes up al-
most his entire yard in Mon-
treal, skates on feet and hock-
ey stick in hand.

“We are in our family bub-
ble, we respect the public 
health rules and we have fun 
at the same time,” he said, 
ready to slap a puck across 
the smooth six-by-five metre 
patch of ice.

the rinks are allowing Ca-
nadians to skate and play ice 
hockey – the country’s national 
pastime – while avoiding per-
sonal contact beyond their im-
mediate family and friends dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

Nearby rheaume’s youngest 
daughter, wearing a bright pink 
helmet and padded ski pants, 
kicks forward and immediately 
falls before breaking out in 
laughter, as her siblings watch.

the number of family out-
door rinks in Quebec prov-
ince alone has doubled from 
past winters to more than 
1,550, according to data col-
lected by Stephane Kirouac, 
an electronics teacher.

the 56-year-old has been run-

ning a french-language website 
since 2003 called “building an 
outdoor rink is easy.”

“During the pandemic, the 
number of rinks has explod-
ed,” he told afP, adding that 
“a third of these people have 
zero experience building a 
skating rink”.

it’s not just the rinks but 
also the rink enthusiasts that 
are growing in number: a fa-
cebook group where photos 
and advice are shared has 
seen membership increase 
from 800 people in Septem-
ber to more than 7,000 at 
present.

Ice time 
“this is the first year we’ve 

done this,” said rheaume, 
35, explaining that “it’s pretty 
simple, it’s done in half a day.”

he estimated the cost of his 
rink at around C$250 (uS$200) 
for water and materials.

rinks are constructed di-
rectly on grass or atop a can-
vas or plastic sheet. edges are 
formed from boards, and wa-
ter is added a bit at a time so 
that it can freeze over several 
days.

With three children at 
home, rheaume was at-
tracted by the simplicity of 
this outdoor activity, with the 
rink located mere feet from 
his house where he has been 
teleworking for months.

“it allowed us to do stuff 
with the girls, to go out, get 
some fresh air and move 
around yet still be in compli-
ance with the [latest] lock-
down,” he explained.

his girls, aged three, 11 and 
12, only occasionally skated 
prior to the pandemic, but 
now go out on the ice in the 
backyard twice a week.

“Due to Covid-19, we don’t 
want to go to a place where 
it’s too crowded, as it can 
sometimes be at the frozen 
pond in the park or at a public 
ice rink,” he said.

“Now is really the best time 
to do it,” said Simon bedard, 
a 28-year-old hockey fan who 
built his first backyard ice rink 
in December with the help of 
neighbours.

the rink has become a 
meeting place, especially on 
weekends, which allows peo-
ple to keep in touch while re-
specting social distancing.

“in normal times, i don’t 
think we would have thought 
about that,” bedard said. it 
was a “spontaneous idea” 
born out of isolation during 
the pandemic.

“Definitely, i intend to re-
peat the experience next 
year,” said rheaume, add-
ing that he was surprised his 
family’s enthusiasm for the 
rink didn’t quickly melt after 
a few laps. AFP

Felix Rheaume performs maintenance on the ice rink in his backyard in Montreal, Quebec, on February 10. AFP

The backyard ice rink allows them to skate and play ice hockey – Canada’s national pastime – while also 
avoiding contacts, beyond their immediate family and friends. AFP
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Juventus hands victory to fC Porto,
ronaldo draws homecoming blank 
C

ristiano ronaldo’s first 
game for Juventus in his na-
tive Portugal ended in 2-1 
defeat as fC Porto out-played 

the italians for much of Wednesday’s 
Champions League last-16, first leg tie.

such was Juve’s lacklustre perfor-
mance that coach andrea Pirlo claimed 
his team handed victory to their hosts 
on “a silver platter”.

iranian striker Mehdi taremi put 
Porto ahead after just a minute at es-
tadio do Dragao following a rodrigo 
bentancur error.

and Mali striker Mowussa Marega 
added a second straight after the 
break.

but federico Chiesa pulled a goal 
back with eight minutes to go to keep 
Juventus afloat with the second leg in 
turin on March 9.

“the approach was wrong from the 
first minute,” said Pirlo. 

“When you concede a goal like this 
it’s normal that fear sets in, you lack a 
bit of certainty. 

“Porto are good at closing down and 
after that goal it was much more dif-
ficult. We served them the match they 
wanted on a silver platter.

“fortunately we scored an important 
goal through Chiesa and now we will 
focus on the return leg.”

it was a below-par performance by 
Juventus,chasing their third Champi-
ons League title and first in 25 years.

record Champions League goal scor-
er ronaldo, 36, drew a blank against 
a side captained by his Portuguese 
international teammate Pepe, as the 
visitors struggled to recover from their 
early blunder.

“We studied Juventus well,” said de-
fender Pepe who won three Champi-
ons League titles with ronaldo at real 
Madrid. 

“We knew that we had to press hard 

to keep Juventus from playing. in these 
type of games it’s difficult to concede 
goals at home, but we played a great 
game.”

it was a shocking start for Juventus, 
with Wojciech szczesny sending the 
ball out to bentancur, who passed 
back to the Polish goalkeeper despite 
taremi being just on front of goal.

the iranian quickly pounced to prod 
past szczesny for his first Champions 
League goal.

Porto pressed forward with Juven-
tus almost conceding a second on 23 
minutes as szczesny cleared straight 
to sergio oliveira whose shot was de-
flected away from goal.

to add to andrea Pirlo’s woes captain 
Giorgio Chiellini limped off 10 minutes 

later with defender Merih Demiral 
coming off the bench.

Pirlo had juggled Juve’s defence with 
Leonardo bonucci out injured with 
alex sandro returning, playing along-
side veteran Chiellini, Matthijs de Ligt 
and Danilo.

Juve had to wait until four minutes 
before the break for their first shot on 
goal with an adrien rabiot overhead 
kick cleared by Porto ‘keeper agustin 
Marchesin, but the offside flag had al-
ready been raised.

the italians suffered another terrible 
start to the second half with Marega 
picking up a Wilson Manafa cross to 
finish low past szczęsny.

ronaldo had to wait until five min-
utes after the break to have a shot on 

goal. Weston McKennie nodded the 
ball into the path of the Portuguese 
star, whose weak effort was blocked.

However, Chiesa pulled Juventus 
back into the tie following a rabiot run 
down the right with a pull back for the 
italian to finish off into the corner of 
the net.

“the goal will give us strength for the 
second leg, and it will certainly be an-
other game,” said Chiesa. 

it was the first goal conceded by Por-
to in the competition at home this sea-
son for the former two-time winners.

ronaldo had penalty appeals waved 
away after going down under a sanusi 
Zaidu challenge late as the hosts held 
on for their first win over Juventus in 
five meetings. AFP

Djokovic fires warning as he ends Karatsev dream
eiGHt-tiMe champion novak 
Djokovic said he was peaking 
just at the right time thursday 
after ending the dream run of 
russian qualifier aslan Karat-
sev to reach his ninth austral-
ian open final. 

the 33-yea r-old serb, 
showing no ill-effects from 
an abdomen injury sustained 
in the third round, over-
whelmed the 114th-ranked 
Karatsev 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in one 
hour and 53 minutes to reach 

his 28th Grand slam final.
“this is the best i’ve felt in 

the entire tournament,” said 
Djokovic, who hit 30 winners 
and 17 aces.

“i could swing through the 
ball. no pain. the best match 

so far. Couldn’t be better tim-
ing for me to play my best ten-
nis,” he added.

Djokovic, 33, who has never 
lost an australian open final, is 
one win away from his 18th 
Grand slam trophy, snapping at 
the heels of roger federer and 
rafael nadal, who are on 20.

in his way will be fourth seed 
Daniil Medvedev or nadal’s 
conqueror stefanos tsitsipas, 
the fifth seed, who play their 
semi-final on friday.

“i’m going to take the popcorn 
and enjoy it,” he said. “i abso-
lutely have zero preference.”

“i’m ready for the toughest 
match of the tournament . . . 
both of these guys are in great 
form,” he added.

“Medvedev is playing 
extremely high quality. He is 
the player to beat. 

“tsitsipas produced some 
phenomenal tennis against 
rafa. He’s definitely going in 
the right direction. He has no 
holes in his game.”

Djokovic remained cagey 
over his injury, which he first 
suspected being a torn muscle, 

saying he would only reveal its 
extent after the final. 

but he said he planned to 
resume training on saturday, 
after being unable to practise 
between matches because of 
the injury. 

“i am surprised the way i felt 
tonight. i think it surpassed my 
greatest wishes,” he said.

“i just have . . . this pretty 
good ability to recover fast.”

Moving sharper than he has 
since he was injured while play-
ing taylor fritz, Djokovic lifted 
his intensity in his best perform-
ance of the tournament.

Karatsev, however, wasn’t 
disgraced after becoming the 
first man in the open era to 
reach a semi-final on his Grand 
slam debut, and just the sec-
ond qualifier to do so at the 
australian open after bob 
Giltinan in 1977.  

His magical run included 
wins over eighth seed Diego 
schwartzmann, 20th seed felix 
auger-aliassime and 18th seed 
Grigor Dimitrov, but came up 
short against the ultimate test. 

a wary Djokovic had predict-

ed Karatsev would come out 
aggressively and he proved right 
with the underdog undaunted 
in a free-wheeling approach. 

aside from being briefly 
menaced by a butterfly as he 
prepared to serve, Djokovic 
wasn’t rattled and his defensive 
mastery suffocated Karatsev in 
the eighth game.

He subsequently clinched the 
first set with an ace and then put 
the foot down to break to love.

Karatsev wouldn’t go away, 
almost wiping away Djokovic’s 
advantage before the eight-time 
champion held serve in a see-
sawing 10th game and celebrat-
ed with gusto.

Despite some service strug-
gles, Djokovic was not to be 
denied to record his first 
straight-sets victory since an 
opening-round romp against 
Jeremy Chardy.

Journeyman Karatsev, who 
spent a chunk of his youth in 
israel, Germany and spain, and 
had failed on nine previous occa-
sions to qualify for a Grand slam 
tournament, is set to rocket to 42 
on the atP rankings. AFP

FC Porto’s Mexican forward Jesus Corona ‘Tecatito’ hits a scissor kick beside Juventus’ Brazilian defender Danilo on Wednesday. AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic reacts after a point against Russia’s Aslan Karatsev during their men’s singles  
semi-final match on day eleven of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on Thursday. AFP

israel offers
Champion
League safe
play option
israeL has offered to host 
Champions League and euro 
2020 matches if the Covid-19 
pandemic forces them to be 
moved from other countries.

the israeli proposal follows 
the moving of several Champi-
ons League matches from Ger-
many and spain to Hungary, 
romania and other countries 
as a result of coronavirus 
restrictions on travel.

israel football association’s 
top officials spoke with uefa 
president aleksander Ceferin 
last week “about the possibility 
of hosting some of the euro 
2020 games in israel, as well as 
the crucial stages of Champi-
ons League and europa League 
games”, a spokesman for the 
association said on Wednes-
day.

a uefa spokesman said 
however it was currently aim-
ing to hold all of its competi-
tions “in the cities that have 
already been chosen and is 
working hard with its partners 
and stakeholders to ensure that 
happens.”

uefa insists it is sticking to 
its original plan of playing euro 
2020, delayed a year because of 
the pandemic, in 12 host cities 
spread across europe despite 
the logistical and sanitary chal-
lenges.

israel is the global leader in 
Covid vaccinations per capita. 
on tuesday the country of 
about nine million people 
delivered a shot of the Pfizer/
biontech vaccine to its four 
millionth citizen. AFP
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