
MALAYSIA on February 23 
deported more than 1,000 
Myanmar detainees back to 
their strife-torn homeland just 
weeks after a coup, despite a 
court order halting the repa-
triation and a storm of criticism.

The migrants, whom activ-
ists say include vulnerable 
asylum seekers, departed on 
three Myanmar navy ships 
from a Malaysian military 
base after arriving on packed 
trucks and buses under 
police escort.

The US, UN and rights 
groups had criticised the plan, 
while hours before the depor-
tation a Kuala Lumpur court 
ordered it be temporarily halt-
ed to allow a legal challenge.

Activists were set to argue 
it should not go ahead as 
Malaysia would breach its 
international duties by 
deporting vulnerable people, 
and the Myanmar military’s 
seizure of power put them at 
even greater risk.

But the vessels later set sail 
carrying 1,086 detainees, with 
authorities giving no explana-
tion as to why the court order 
had been ignored.

Amnesty International, one 
of the groups that had 
brought the legal challenge, 
said pushing ahead with the 
repatriation in defiance of 
the ruling was “inhumane 
and devastating”.

“This life-threatening deci-
sion has affected the lives of 
more than 1,000 people and 

their families, and leaves an 
indelible stain on Malaysia’s 
human rights record,” said 
Katrina Jorene Maliamauv, 
executive director of the 
group’s Malaysian office.

Phil Robertson, deputy Asia 
director for Human Rights 
Watch, said Malaysia had “sent 
them back into the hands of a 
military junta known for per-
secuting those who flee the 
country for political reasons”.

Malaysian immigration 
chief Khairul Dzaimee Daud 
had offered assurances no 
members of the persecuted 
Rohingya minority – not rec-
ognised as citizens in Myan-
mar – or asylum seekers had 
been repatriated.

“All of those who have been 
deported agreed to return of 
their own free will, without 
being forced,” he said.

Rights groups have however 
raised doubts over authori-
ties’ claims no asylum seekers 
were among those sent back, 
as the UN has not been able 
to do a proper assessment.

Officials insist those sent 
back had committed offences 
such as overstaying their visas, 
and the deportation was part 
of their regular programme of 
repatriating migrants from 
poorer parts of Asia.

Malaysia is home to mil-
lions of migrants who work 
in low-paying jobs such as 
construction. About 37,000 
foreigners were repatriated 
last year. AFP
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health has 
updated details regarding 
the February 20 community 
transmission of Covid-19 as 

recorded infections passed 100 over 
night. At the same time, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen has issued orders for 
governors in border provinces to con-
tinue allowing exports.

Hun Sen’s statements came during 

a recorded message on February 24 
after learning that the General De-
partment of Immigration (GDI) had 
instructed officials in border prov-
inces, especially those at the Pailin 
checkpoint, not to allow Cambodi-
ans to transport produce to the Thai 
border beginning on February 25. 

“We must strengthen quarantine 
controls along the borders to avoid 
importing the disease from abroad, 
but the transport of goods to neigh-

bouring countries should still con-
tinue as normal,” Hun Sen said.

“If the GDI has really put a ban 
on transporting goods to Thailand, 
I will ask Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng to investigate and lift it so 
that people along the borders may 
conduct business as usual.

“Furthermore, we should try to 
do something for them to facilitate 
increasing exports,” he said, adding 
that the government’s intention has 

been to institute proper quarantine 
procedures for travellers while en-
abling trade to proceed efficiently.

“I ask all provinces on the borders to 
accept responsibility and take action so 
that the people may still continue to 
do business with neighbouring coun-
tries with the support of our authori-
ties. We cannot allow Covid to damage 
our economy further,” Hun Sen said.

“When issuing orders relating to 
the borders, please kindly let me 

know because I am responsible for 
the problems of political affairs in 
the country and its foreign policy.

“This is a matter to be dealt with 
urgently and I ask the border prov-
inces to report directly to me if there 
are problems with trade on the fron-
tier,” he stressed.

Regarding the February 20 commu-
nity event, the number of confirmed 

PM allows trade as cluster cases jump
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M’sia deports over 1K 
Myanmar nationals, 
defying court order

Thou Vireak

THE General Directorate of 
Agriculture said it had submit-
ted a list of 25 mango farms and 
three treatment facilities to the 
Chinese General Administra-
tion of Customs for sanitary and 
phytosanitary inspections.

This comes after the farms 
and treatment facilities passed 

an initial check from inspectors 
from the directorate and as the 
government prepares for the 
first commercial shipment of 
fresh Cambodian mangoes of 
the ubiquitous Keo Romiet 
variety following three trial 
shipments to China via Viet-
nam at the start of December.

This was the second such list 
after the first on February 12, 

and brings the total to 30 farms 
and four treatment facilities, 
said the directorate, adding that 
approval would result in the 
Chinese side granting export 
permits for fresh mango.

Meanwhile, as mango prices 
plummeted at the beginning of 
this year’s harvest, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries on February 23 reiter-

ated its call for growers of the 
fruit to register their planta-
tions as orchards for exports.

“In order to maintain stabil-
ity in the price and market, the 
agriculture ministry will con-
tinue to invite, day in day out, 
all mango growers to register” 
at the directorate, the ministry 

CoNtINued – page 6

Mango farms set for China checks

Layered benefits
a man sells red onions from a cart near Kandal Market in daun penh district’s phsar Kandal I commune in the capital. research has shown that 
quercetin – an antioxidant found in the pungent bulbs – improves our health in many ways, such as by neutralising inflammation and beefing up 
the immune system, according to WebMd. HENG CHIVOAN
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armed frenchman set to be deported
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

IMMIGraTION police are preparing to 
deport a french man from Cambodia after 
they arrested him for overstaying his visa and 
causing a disturbance by destroying property.

Municipal police spokesman San Sok 
Seiha said on february 24 that the man had 
been identified as Sebastien baudry, 43.

He was arrested on february 23 in Chroy 
Changvar commune of Chroy Changvar 
district because he was drunk and caus-
ing a disturbance by destroying property 
at his rental home.

He added that after the arrest the immi-
gration police – working with Chroy 
Changvar district police – checked his 
rental house and found and seized addi-
tional evidence of other criminal activity 
such as three small packages of marijuana 
and a homemade rifle. In addition to that, 
his visa had expired in November 2020. 

“The immigration police charged him 
with illegal overstay, drug possession, pos-
session of an illegal weapon and destruc-
tion of property. Now, immigration police 
are preparing documents in order to expel 
him from Cambodia,” he said. 

The deputy municipal police chief Tith 
Viseth said that the police had already warned 

him once before about disturbing the peace 
and destruction of property in mid-2020. 

“because he is a repeat offender and his 
visa is now expired, it is necessary that he 
be deported from Cambodia,” he said. 

He added that his department had 
informed the french embassy to Cambo-
dia about his case on february 23. 

“The french embassy supports Cambo-
dia’s police and reminds its citizens here 
to obey Cambodia’s laws,” he confirmed. 

The french embassy declined to com-
ment on the man’s case via facebook. 

Viseth said that the results of a urine test 
given to baudry proved that he was under 
the influence of addictive substances at 
the time of his arrest. 

Police also sent baudry to the National 
Institute of Public Health to have him 
tested for Covid-19 before deportation.  He 
is being detained at the district police sta-
tion until the test results are returned.

Lay Samean

THe Ministry of Interior’s Gen-
eral Department of Prisons 
(GDP) has decided to tempo-
rarily suspend visits from rela-
tives for detainees across the 
country and the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court has decided 
to adjourn all hearings for two 
weeks in order to help prevent 
the further spread of Covid-19.

General Department of Pris-
ons spokesman Nuth Savana 
told The Post on february 24 
that due to the serious nature of 
this latest outbreak of Covid-19 
the authorities had temporarily 
suspended visits for two weeks.

Savana added that in these 
circumstances, not only would 
they be suspending visitations 
but for safety purposes they 
would also be limiting unnec-
essary contact with prisoners 
by prison officials and putting 
restrictions on prison official’s 
requests for leave too. 

“We’ve done this before 
but we’ve recommended 
strengthening [these restric-
tions]. This time they will be 
stricter than ever before be-
cause of the new virus. 

“even in the provinces, 
those asking for permission to 
go to Phnom Penh or to other 
places when it isn’t necessary 
will not be allowed to do so. 
If they go somewhere and re-
turn to work infected by the 
virus it could quickly spread 
to every prisoner. So we all 
must be very careful,” he said.

However, he said that in 
cases where it was deemed 
necessary prison officials 
would allow relatives to visit 
inmates, but they must have 
a compelling reason and the 
visit must be approved by se-
nior prison officials.

Kandal provincial prison di-
rector Chat Sineang told The 
Post that his provincial prison 
officials had now tightened se-

curity around the prison and 
would not allow relatives to visit 
detainees until further notice.

“When relatives come, we 
now require them to drop-off 
[items for prisoners] and we 
will give them to the detainee 
after they are disinfected with 
alcohol. Our community seems 
to be aware of the situation be-
cause this morning less than 
ten people came to visit rela-
tives at the prison,” he said.

according to Savana, there 
are roughly 39,200 people de-
tained in prisons across the 
country and of that number 
approximately 2,600 of them 
are detained in Kandal’s pro-
vincial prison.

Cambodia’s courts are also 
taking measures in response to 
this latest outbreak of Covid-
19. Phnom Penh municipal 
court has decided to suspend 
all scheduled hearings from 
february 24 to March 12 to 
assist the government in pre-
venting community transmis-
sion of the virus. 

Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court has announced that be-
cause of the Covid-19 situation 
following the “february 20 
community incident” where 
the virus is spreading more 
rapidly in the community and 
containment is proving to be 
more complicated than with 
previous events the court has 
decided to postpone all hear-
ings scheduled from february 
24 to March 12, 2021. 

The announcement states 
that the municipal court will 
reschedule these hearings af-
ter the Covid-19 situation due 
to the “february 20 commu-
nity incident” has improved. 

The court also stated in the 
announcement that the daily 
administrative work of receiv-
ing complaints and providing 
court services to people will 
continue normal operations 
during this period.

Prisons bar visits 
as courts adjourn 
trials amid Covid

Kingdom, S Korea treaty on  
legal assistance takes effect
Voun Dara

a 
SeNIOr official at 
the Ministry of Jus-
tice said treaty on 
legal assistance in 

criminal matters between 
Cambodia and friendly coun-
tries was of importance in 
strengthening cooperation, 
prevent offences or cross-
border crimes, while a civil 
society organisation is wor-
ried that  it can be a political 
tool curb an anti-government 
movement from abroad.

Justice ministry secretary 
of state and spokesman Chin 
Malin made the remarks as 
the ministry announced the 
details of such treaty between 
Cambodia and South Korea 
that would take effect on feb-
ruary 24.  

Malin said the comprehen-
sive cooperation treaty com-
prised three articles. 

The first article establishes 
mutual legal assistance in 
criminal matters, the second 
allows for transfer of prison-
ers and the third is on ratifi-
cation of the treaty.

“The treaty strengthens co-
operation in the area of crimi-
nal justice and will assist both 
governments in the suppres-
sion of cross-border criminal 
offences. Through this treaty 
we will have enhanced infor-
mation exchange, coopera-

tion in the execution of arrest 
warrants and cooperation in 
the exchange of legal docu-
ments with the necessary 
legal procedures in place for 
all of this to occur enacted by 
law in each country,” he said. 

He added that the mutual as-
sistance treaty was important 
for strengthening cooperation 
between signatory countries in 
curbing and suppressing offenc-
es and cross-border crimes.

“In the past, Cambodia has 

had agreements on mutual as-
sistance in policing and crimi-
nal justice with the countries 
in the aSeaN region and some 
other friendly countries. We will 
continue to strive to negotiate 
and sign these treaties with all 
friendly countries that we co-
operate with,” Malin said.

Cambodian Institute for De-
mocracy president Pa Chan-
roeun agreed that cooperative 
treaties on criminal justice 
matters between Cambodia 
and friendly countries was 
a positive thing and that it 
would increase the effective-
ness of the legal authorities in 
Cambodia. 

However, he cautioned that 
if this increased effectiveness 
was then used as a political 
tool it would be a violation 
of human rights and an anti-
democratic move by Cambo-
dia’s government.

“If this treaty is used a political 
tool in order to suppress any po-
litical movements who are part 
of the opposition to the govern-
ment or the ruling party then 

this agreement will be restrict-
ing our rights and freedoms. 

“There is a danger that this 
treaty could be used to violate 
Cambodian’s human rights and 
to diminish the strength of de-
mocracy in Cambodia, espe-
cially as it could affect some 
Khmer political activists who are 
in South Korea at present,” he said.

King Norodom Sihamoni 
issued a royal proclamation 
promulgating the Law on 
Mutual Legal assistance in 
Criminal Matters between 
the Kingdom of Cambodia 
and the republic of Korea on 
November 14, 2020.

The law’s stated aim is to 
define mutual legal assis-
tance in matters of criminal 
justice between Cambodia 
and foreign states by estab-
lishing relevant procedural 
processes concerning crimi-
nal offences, as well as for the 
freezing of assets and seizure 
of properties, with the pur-
pose of strengthening and 
expanding possibilities for 
international cooperation.

Justice ministry secretary of state and spokesman Chin Malin. HENG CHIVOAN

Weapons seized as evidence in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district on Tuesday. pOlICE
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Niem Chheng

THe uN in Cambodia held a virtual 
conference with Preah Sihanouk 
provincial officials on february 23 to 
promote the project Sihanoukville 
for All: Promoting a Smart, Sustain-
able, and Inclusive City. 

The project was planned in coop-
eration with the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human rights 
(OHCHr) and uN-Habitat.

uN resident Coordinator Pauline 
Tamesis said the project was born 
from a meeting between the uN 
Country team and Preah Sihanouk 
provincial governor Kuoch Chamroe-
un that was held in November 2019. 

at that time the two sides had dis-
cussed a wide range of issues includ-
ing urbanisation, economic growth 
and inclusive development. 

“Given the rapid development 
in this coastal province, attention 
must be given to how the city and 
the province develop in a smart, 
inclusive and sustainable way,” 
Tamesis said.

She said the project design – start-
ed in august last year and set to be 
finished in July this year – is based 
on the Sustainable Development 
agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

She pointed out that SDG 11 on 
sustainable cities and communities 
is the goal most directly related to 
the building of a smart city. 

However, the project would also 
meet other goals and targets re-
lated to hunger, poverty, inequality, 
health, gender equality, land, water 
and climate change – all of which 
must be integrated into any smart 
city concept, according to Tamesis. 

“Linking the smart city project 
to the SDGs is not enough because 
the simple fact is that no city can 
truly be considered “smart” if it ig-
nores the interests of the poor, mar-
ginalised, or vulnerable groups and 
communities,” she said. 

She added that the design concept 
should have input from experts, 
civil society organisations, social 
movements and community repre-
sentatives to ensure that the project 
is comprehensive and holistic.

Siem reap, battambang and 
Phnom Penh were all selected to join 
the aSeaN Smart Cities Network, 
whereas Sihanoukville was not. 

Tamesis said this smart city proj-
ect in Sihanoukville would be a 
good opportunity for Cambodia to 
learn more about smart cities and 
to show aSeaN that Sihanoukville 
should also be included in any 
smart cities network.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial ad-
ministration spokesman Kheang 
Phearum said: “redeveloping Siha-
noukville into a smart city is impor-
tant and in agreement with the gov-
ernment’s development strategy.”

 To advance this project, he said the 
provincial administration had set up 
a working group with the uN coun-
try team, development partners, and 
civil society organisations.

Phearum said the working group 
is tasked with determining a plan 
of action with financing goals and a 
budget while developing a strategy 
with priorities identified for short, 
medium and long-term timeframes. 

“and we are preparing documents 
to be submitted to aSeaN request-
ing the inclusion of Sihanoukville in 
the aSeaN Smart Cities Network,” 
he said.

uN forum 
promotes 
P Sihanouk 
‘Smart City’

Claims of vaccines for sale ‘fraud’

uS applauds improving labour conditions

Mom Kunthear

M
INISTry of Health 
spokeswoman Or Vand-
ine denied recent claims 
the ministry had surrep-

titiously given Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccinations to unauthorised per-
sons in exchange for money at Cal-
mette Hospital. 

She condemned a local media re-
port, saying vaccination is free and 
not for sale under any circumstanc-
es, and that it is currently only avail-
able to volunteers from such groups 
as have been identified as eligible by 
the health ministry.

“I deny that accusation totally and 
condemn those persons who pollute 
society with such fabrications and 
spread these false notions and disin-
formation. We don’t require anyone 
pay any money to be vaccinated.” 

She said that because Cambodia’s 
vaccines supplies are limited, they 
were only being offered to those 
who are members of previously an-
nounced priority groups.

She requested that authorities take 
action against any media organisa-
tion that spreads this fake news. 

The Chinese embassy issued a 
warning on february 24, stating that 
it had recently received reports from 
some Chinese citizens in Cambodia 
claiming text messages in Chinese 
on their mobile phones offering vac-
cinations for a $120 service fee. 

The Chinese-language messages 
said that recipients could make an 
appointment in Cambodia to re-
ceive the “Chinese National Medi-
cine’s New Coronavirus Pneumonia 
Vaccine”. 

The Chinese embassy said there 
have also been reports of people 
openly peddling a “Chinese-made 
Covid-19 vaccine” on social media at 
prices as high as $450 per dose, add-
ing that Cambodians have rightly 
been sceptical of these claims.

“according to our understanding, 

the Cambodian government and 
military are responsible for the stor-
age and administration of the Chi-
nese-supplied Covid-19 vaccines. 

“Vaccinations [in Cambodia] are 
still subject to extremely strict ap-
proval procedures. There is no pos-
sibility that the vaccines donated 
by China to Cambodia would be for 
sale on the open market. 

“all advertisements peddling Chi-
nese Covid-19 vaccines are fraudu-
lent, so please be aware of this and 
ignore them,” the embassy stated.

Vandine also requested patience 
from those who wished to be vac-
cinated against Covid-19 now but 
must wait because supplies of the 
vaccines remain limited. 

She said those who are not in 
groups designated by the health 
ministry must please refrain from 

coming in for vaccinations at this 
time. They must wait until they see 
an announcement issued by the 
ministry. The ministry will gladly 
vaccinate more people when it has 
more vaccines to do so.

In a february 24 facebook post, 
the australian embassy stated that 
the Cambodian government had 
confirmed that all foreign nation-
als living or working in the Kingdom 
will be eligible to be vaccinated as 
part of the country’s Covid-19 vac-
cination rollout.

according to a letter from the 
Ministry of foreign affairs and In-
ternational Cooperation, obtained 
yesterday by The Post, all foreign na-
tionals currently residing or work-
ing in Cambodia will be eligible for 
vaccination against Covid-19 free of 
charge.

The letter stated that relevant vac-
cination details and procedures for 
foreign nationals would be provided 
in due course.

On february 25, the battambang 
province will begin vaccination for 
police and health officials from 8am 
to noon and 2pm to 5pm at six lo-
cations: battambang Provincial re-
ferral Hospital, Mong russey refer-
ral Hospital, Sampov Loun referral 
Hospital, Thmor Koul referral Hos-
pital, borvel referral Hospital and 
ek Phnom referral Hospital. 

banteay Meanchey province’s vac-
cinations have already begun and 
run the same hours noted above 
at these four locations: Cambodia-
Japan friendship Hospital, Thmar 
Puok District referral Hospital, Poi-
pet referral Hospital and Preah Net 
Preah referral Hospital. 

Niem Chheng

THe uS embassy has expressed 
appreciation of efforts by the Minis-
try of Labour and Vocational Training 
in handling complicated labour 
issues which have arisen in the wake 
of recent economic disruptions. In 
particular, the ministry has overseen 
worker protections and improve-
ments in working conditions.

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng 
hosted uS ambassador Patrick 
Murphy on february 23 to discuss 
cooperating on the implementation 
of trade integration policies and in-
ternational labour standards.

 In a facebook post following the 
meeting, Sam Heng said Murphy 
had praised the ministry’s efforts to 
enact measures for the protection of 
factory workers affected by lay-offs.

Murphy lauded the provision 
of benefits and cash support pay-
ments made to suspended factory 
workers, settlements reached in 
cases of firms owing employee 
seniority payments and interven-
tions on behalf of uncompensated 
workers in instances of factory clo-
sures or management absconding.

Sam Heng thanked the uS for rec-
ognising the Kingdom’s progress in 
ensuring labourers rights of freedom 
of association and achieving working 
conditions in line with international 
standards, which have been key stip-
ulations by the uS for continued pro-
vision of trade preferences.

He noted that the ministries of La-
bour and Commerce have been push-
ing for the expansion of the better 
factories Cambodia project to include 
travel goods and bags, following favour-
able evaluations of working conditions 
in the garment and footwear sector.

Ministry undersecretary of state 
Ngoy rith said after the meeting that 
due to cooperation between the two 
countries, the growth in exports of 
garment products such as clothes, 
shoes, travel goods and bags had in-
creased 23 per cent last year, amount-
ing to more than $6 billion in value. 

“These figures demonstrate progress 

by the Cambodian government since 
signing an agreement with the uS to 
connect working conditions to inter-
national trade. The uS continues to 
provide a big market for our garment 
and footwear industries,” he said.

rith said Cambodia had recently 
received preferential tariffs on travel 
goods and bags, enabling the country 
to increase the number of such fac-
tories to 125 which will create more 
jobs by expanding export volume.

“because we have done well, the 
uS continues to support Cambodia 
by providing trade preferences and 
market access for our export prod-

ucts. We have much more work to 
accomplish together, and because 
we have worked well in partnership 
with the uS, they have expressed ap-
preciation for our efforts,” he said. 

The two sides will continue to 
work on issues including labour traf-
ficking, the elimination of child la-
bour and protecting migrant work-
ers. additionally, they will work 
together to improve the capacities 
of labour inspections by govern-
ment officials, according to rith.

“Productive meeting today with labour 
minister Ith Sam Heng, we discussed 
the importance of enforcing laws that 
address exploitation and trafficking, and 
working together to advance freedom 
of association and other core labour 
values in Cambodia,” said Murphy.

uS embassy spokesman Chad 
roedemeier said that for 20 years, 
the ILO’s better factories Cam-
bodia programme – with uS and 
Cambodian government support – 
has helped reduce child labour and 
ensure good working conditions in 
garment factories.

“This programme has become a 
model for others worldwide, we ap-
plaud its successes and we look for-
ward to its full expansion to Cambo-
dia’s travel goods sector,” he said.

as labour rights are fundamental 
human rights, he added, the uS and 
Cambodia share a mutual goal of re-
ducing child and forced labour, in-
cluding forms of modern-day slav-
ery such as debt bondage.

An official is inoculated against Covid-19 in Banteay Meanchey province on Wednesday. Banteay Meanchey

US ambassador Patrick Murphy and Minister of Labour and Vocational Training Ith 
Sam Heng at the ministry in Phnom Penh on Tuesday. laBour Ministry
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cases has risen to 137 in just 
four days, comprising mostly 
Chinese nationals and includ-
ing 71 women.

The health ministry re-
peated pleas for the public to 
remain vigilant and comply 
with safety measures as well 
as avoid unnecessary travel 
while the outbreak remains 
uncontained.

In a press release on febru-
ary 24, it said 40 new cases 
had been detected, of which 
38 were infected in connec-
tion with the february 20 
community transmission. 
The other two have been la-
belled as imported cases.

The ministry noted that its 
working group is now search-
ing for 15 of the 38 people 
whose Covid-19 test results 
were confirmed positive by 
the Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge at 3am on february 
24.

“The working group is 
working to locate them and 
will provide more details 
upon receiving information 
from them,” the press release 
said.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said everyone in the 
community must cooperate 
in a spirit of solidarity to con-
tain the outbreak. 

as of february 24, Cambo-
dia had recorded a total of 633 
Covid-19 cases. Not including 
the 15 people being sought, 

142 patients are receiving 
treatment in hospitals.

The two cases suspected 
of being imported involved 
Chinese women, aged 35 and 
22, in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince who tested positive on 
february 22 as part of health 
certification procedures in 
preparation for their return 
to China. They are being 
treated at the provincial re-
ferral hospital. 

The women had been guests 
at the Jin bei Palace Hotel, 
and following discovery of 
their infections, provincial 
governor Kouch Chamroeun 
informed the owners the Jin 
bei Group Company that 
their business operations in 
the province would be sus-
pended immediately.

“In order to curb the com-
munity transmission of 
Covid-19, I must suspend 
the operations of   the three 
branches of the hotel and the 
company’s shared accommo-
dation building. 

“No new guests will be per-
mitted to stay there, and cur-
rent guests will not be allowed 
to leave without permission 
from authorities,” Chamroe-
un said.

He added that the provin-
cial health officials would in-
spect the sites and test guests 
and staff. If management 
fails to implement instruc-
tions, administration officials 
would act to enforce legal and 
procedural measures. 

Public urged to help 
stop spread of Covid

New cameras in sanctuaries 
to assist conservation efforts
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
He Ministry of en-
vironment plans to 
install 10 more mo-
tion-censor cameras 

in the Phnom Samkos Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Pursat province 
this year to better observe wild 
animals and bolster enforce-
ment against forestry crimes.

Spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said the ministry had been co-
operating with Wild earth al-
lies (Cambodia) since early last 
year to develop efforts to search 
for wildlife, including with the 
prior installation of nine cam-
eras. He added that the new in-
stallations would begin soon, 
and there would eventually be 
a total of 20 to 25.

“These camera-traps are 
not permanent installations. 
We move them every month 
to new places. Moreover, 
placements are made with 
consideration of the season 
so that we can identify the 
presence of wild animals and 
see where they shelter during 
the dry season and during the 
rainy season,” he said.

Pheaktra said the initial 
installation of the cameras 
had revealed many species of 
wildlife in the sanctuary, and 
it’s expected that there are 
many others which have not 
yet been observed.

“We checked the camera-

traps in the past, and there 
have been photographs of 
wild elephants, gaurs, roes, 
brahmin monkeys, Macaca 
leonine, wild dogs, bears, 
badgers, peacocks, herons 
and others,” he said.

Pheaktra explained that the 
purpose of the cameras is to 
learn which species are pres-
ent and understand their mi-
grations as well as to monitor 
human activities in order to 
safeguard the area.

“We want to know how many 
people enter the area and 

what activities they engage in 
so that we can provide reports 
to patrolmen to facilitate their 
work. With information re-
garding the presence and ac-
tivities of people and animals 
in the area, we can conduct 
conservation work,” he said.

Pheaktra elaborated that 
data from the search will also 
be used for demarcating re-
gions of the sanctuary and 
determining management 
strategies for them, particu-
larly a core area and a con-
servation area where public 

entry will be prohibited.
“areas found to contain 

many wild animals will be 
classified as part of the core 
and conservation areas. Peo-
ple will not be allowed to enter 
these areas so that they may be 
sanctuaries for the animals.

“after identifying the pres-
ence of animals, we will 
spread the word to citizens 
and show them the evidence 
so that they will understand 
why these areas have been de-
marcated as such and why en-
try is not allowed,” he said.

 Gaurs roam the Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary in Pursat province last year. EnvironmEnt ministry
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Voun Dara

THe Ministry of education, 
youth and Sport has awarded 
Plan International Cambodia 
(PIC) two gold medals and two 
silver medals for its contribu-
tions to the education sector in 
ratanakkiri province over the 
past 10 years, according to a 
press release on february 23.

The National Construction 
medals were presented to 
Plan International Cambodia’s 
country director Gwynneth 
Wong and her team by ra-
tanakkiri provincial governor 
Thong Savon at an inaugura-
tion ceremony for new second-
ary and primary school build-
ings and a teacher’s dormitory 
in the province’s O’Chum dis-
trict on february 22. 

Wong said that recent key 
achievements by Plan Interna-
tional Cambodia in the prov-
ince include the construction 
of nine new school buildings 
with 43 classrooms equipped 
with bathroom facilities.  

She said the organisation 
has contributed to improving 
the quality of education in the 
country by investing in school 
infrastructure improvements 
which have directly benefited 
over 2,000 students to date 
and will continue to benefit 
thousands more in the future.

“We are really proud to be a 
part of this contribution and to 
ensure sustainability, we would 
like to request that the [educa-
tion ministry] allocate more 
teachers to poor and remote 
communities where many stu-
dents cannot access schooling. 

“[Doing so will] strengthen the 
implementation of the teacher’s 
code of conduct and improve 
the [functionality] of the school 
management committees and 
school management.

“In everything that we do, 
we want to ensure that chil-
dren – especially girls – in the 
remote areas receive an equal 
opportunity at quality educa-
tion and build their brighter 
future,” Wong said.

Thong Savon thanked the 
organisation for providing 
funding to construct school 
buildings and for contribut-
ing to the development of the 
education sector in ratanak-
kiri over the last 10 years. 

“This cooperative activ-
ity actively contributes to 
the government’s strenuous 
efforts to introduce a pro-

gramme of national reforms 
– and especially to the deep 
reforms underway in the ed-
ucation sector – all with the 
goal of promoting the pros-
perity of Cambodia,” he said.

He added that although 
the education ministry had 
provided as many academic 
buildings as it could afford 
in ratanakkiri, they were not 
enough to meet the educa-
tional needs of students there.

To fill this gap, Savon said the 
participation of local and inter-
national NGOs, development 
partners and donors is needed. 

He said that in the past some 
students there had encountered 
difficulties related to a lack of 
proper facilities and stopped 
attending school as a result.

The press release said Plan 
International Cambodia has 
been working in partnership 
with the provincial education 
department and local NGOs 
to support accelerated class-
es for learners who were over 
the traditional age for school 
attendance as well as re-entry 
classes for children who had 
dropped out of school.

according to the release, 
Plan International Cambo-
dia has been engaged in pro-
grammes related to capacity 
building for teachers on in-
clusivity and gender teaching 
methodology, establishing 
community schools, con-
structing standardised school 
buildings with libraries, an 
annual school enrolment 
campaign and a recent back 
to school campaign when the 
Covid-19 situation eased. 

The organisation also has 
a programme that helps pro-
vide transportation for chil-
dren who live far from their 
schools as well as cash schol-
arships and school supplies 
for marginalizsd children.

education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha said on 
february 23 that the ministry 
welcomed positive coopera-
tion from organisations that 
can assist with the govern-
ment’s education reforms. 

“Development partners 
and international organisa-
tions including Plan Interna-
tional Cambodia have impor-
tant roles in promoting [high] 
quality education and espe-
cially in contributing to the 
development of ratanakkiri 
province these past 10 years,” 
he said.

NGO receives medals 
for building schools 
in ratanakkiri province 

IDPoor households in Siem 
reap receive 50 tonnes of rice
Nov Sivutha

O
ffICIaLS in Siem 
reap province’s 
banteay Srei dis-
trict have distrib-

uted over 50 tonnes of milled 
rice to nearly 2,700 impover-
ished and vulnerable house-
holds under the ‘social rice 
field’ programme in partner-
ship with local farmers.

District governor Khim fi-
nan told The Post that the rice 
was distributed to IDPoor 
card holders across the dis-
trict from the harvest of 40ha 
of rice fields which the ad-
ministration had leased from 
88 households in Preah Dak 
commune.

“The ‘social rice field’ pro-
gramme has received support 
including seeds, expenses and 
volunteer labour from the ag-
riculture department, philan-
thropists and volunteers from 
the union of youth federations 
of Cambodia,” he said.

according to finan, the 
programme has yielded 84 
tonnes of milled rice which 
has been gradually distrib-
uted to rice field owners, 
poor households and those 
affected by floods. The recent 
handouts brought total distri-
bution to 2,668 households, 
each receiving 20kg.

finan said the administra-
tion would continue the proj-

ect this year because it had 
been a success last year. af-
ter paying field owners three 
or four 50kg sacks of rice per 
family depending on the size 
of the land, more than 50 
tonnes remained for distribu-
tion to poor households.

 Siem reap provincial gov-
ernor Tea Seiha said last week 
at the rice distribution cer-
emony that many people had 
been affected by last year’s 

disasters, including the floods 
and Covid-19. Compound-
ing local people’s hardships 
was the precipitous decline in 
tourism, all of which impacted 
poor families most severely.

recognising this problem, 
district officials had cooperat-
ed with philanthropists, partner 
organisations and the public 
to realise the ‘social rice field’ 
programme and offer support 
for poor people in the area. 

He lauded the programme as 
a good model which helped 
people when they were in 
great need of assistance.

“The distribution of rice 
from the ‘social rice field’ to 
IDPoor households through-
out banteay Srei district miti-
gates the difficulties caused 
by the spread of Covid-19. We 
acknowledge that poor people 
have had to face even greater 
difficulties,” Seiha said.

Siem Reap governor Tea Seiha distributes 50 tonnes of rice to the province’s poor. Banteay Srei  adminiStration

Plan International Cambodia’s country director Gwynneth Wong (right) 
receives a medal in Ratanakkiri province on Monday.. Supplied
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 16,900 16,900 16,880

2 GTI 3,280 3,290 3,290 3,250

3 PAS 13,360 13,500 13,500 13,360

4 PEPC 2,980 2,950 2,980 2,870

5 PPAP 13,200 11,880 13,200 11,880

6 PPSP 1,590 1,550 1,600 1,550

7 PWSA 6,060 6,060 6,060 6,060

Date: February 24, 2021
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Stock market unruffled by 
‘feb 20 event’: CSX official
May Kunmakara

T
He emergence of 
the Kingdom’s third 
community trans-
mission, dubbed the 

“february 20 Community 
event”, has not had a discern-
ible impact on stock prices, 
according to Cambodia Se-
curities exchange (CSX) vice-
chairman Ha Jong-weon.

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
february 20 announced the 
Kingdom’s third outbreak of 
Covid-19 community trans-
missions after 32 people tested 
positive in just over 10 hours.

The Ministry of Health on 
february 24 recorded 40 more 
cases of Covid-19, with 38 
linked to the february 20 com-
munity transmission. This 
brings the total cases of Cam-
bodia’s third local transmis-
sion to 137 in just four days, 
most of whom are Chinese.

CSX’s Ha said the bourse’s 
share prices had remained 
rather stable with no signifi-
cant fluctuations in the three 
trading days since the prime 
minister’s announcement.

The CSX Index rose 2.60 
points or 0.41 per cent to close 
at 641.88 on february 24 with 
55,268 shares traded worth 
139,793,300 riel ($34,230). This 
was the largest percentage in-
crease since January 29’s 2.15 
per cent rise to 654.70 points.

Ha said: “We will have to 
wait and see [how things de-
velop over] the coming days. 

The [newly] found positive 
cases so far don’t seem to 
have [had] a great impact on 
the stock market yet.

“However, if this trend 
continues and become un-
controllable, the impacts are 
bound to happen as the stock 
market reflect[s] the econo-
my of a country as a whole 
and no country [is] immune 
from the impact during such 
pandemic.”

He also pointed out that 

the bourse had seen minimal 
slowdown in stock trading 
amid fears of Covid-19 spread 
within the community.

“We still haven’t seen any 
major drop [in] activity, at 
least for now. Moreover, we’re 
also organising [a] ‘stock trad-
ing competition’ intending to 
raise public awareness [of the] 
stock market and encourage 
the public to learn about stock 
investment as well,” Ha said.

The Kingdom’s 13 listed 

firms – seven stock-listed and 
six corporate bond-listed – 
have raised a combined $253 
million as of September 30, 
while the stock index increased 
by 58.37 per cent in 2019 over 
2018, only to dip 14.93 per cent 
in 2020, CSX data show.

Last year, two compa-
nies listed stocks and three 
listed bonds. The five firms 
raised a combined $92 mil-
lion in January-September, 
the data show.

Canada’s areV sets up permaculture operation near capital 
Thou Vireak

areV Cambodia brands Inc has begun 
the first phase of a permaculture oper-
ation near Phnom Penh, according to 
a february 22 press release from its 
parent company, Toronto-listed areV 
Nanotec brands Inc (areV).

areV said the 20ha operation “will 
support the development of the raw 
materials for product innovations in 
development for introduction to mar-
ket” in the third quarter of this year.

“Our first product category is a ready-
to-use Therapeutic food or ‘ruTf’. 
Several ingredients will be produced 
using areV’s proprietary extraction 
methodologies, including selected 

fungi that will be used in ‘SuS-TaINN’ 
[Superior utility Supplementation Ther-
apeutic agent for Indicated Nutritional 
Needs], our branded ruTf formulation.

“Mycelium are a known source of 
sustainable protein, which has been 
neglected in the development of other 
ruTf formulas currently distributed 
in significant volume in resource poor 
settings by numerous public health 
commodity procurement agencies.

“examples include the World food 
Programme and uSaID utilising 
ruTfs to address severe and chron-
ic malnutrition, a condition that 
exacerbates pandemic diseases and 
associated co-morbidities.

“[ruTfs] are designed for specific, 

nutritional, therapeutic purposes, are 
composed of a mixture of protein, 
carbohydrate, lipid, and vitamins and 
minerals. The primary examples of 
therapeutic food use are emergency 
feeding of malnourished children and 
supplementing the diets of persons 
with special nutrition requirements,” 
the Vancouver-based firm said.

areV CeO and director Mike Withrow 
said in the release: “We continue to 
build and secure our supply chain ingre-
dients for use in our formulations.

“This is critical to ensure we have 
quality ingredients and reliable 
access to raw materials to be extract-
ed into the key products we are devel-
oping to address malnutrition in the 

context of the increasing viral pan-
demics of our contemporary world.

“Our development with the Phnom 
Penh agriculture initiative to cultivate 
mycelium for the market introduction 
of SuS-TaINN will ensure that the raw 
material sourcing is not subject to the 
dramatic price fluctuations consist-
ently demonstrated across interna-
tional commodities markets.”

and areV senior scientific adviser 
roscoe M Moore said in the release: 
“unlike the majority of other ruTfs on 
the market, areV Nanotech’s SuS-TaINN 
is being developed to address the dis-
parities in current therapeutic strategies 
to address chronic and severe malnutri-
tion in resource poor settings.

“Too often international humanitarian 
agencies cannot adjust their procurement 
strategies based on fluctuating capital 
structures that determine access to 
essential public health commodities.”

areV added: “ruTfs are energy-
dense, micronutrient-enriched pastes 
that have a nutritional profile similar 
to the traditional f-100 milk-based diet 
used for inpatient therapeutic feeding 
programmes and are often made of 
peanuts, oil, sugar and milk powder.”

On the Canadian Securities exchange, 
areV’s share price fell by C$0.03 (2.38 
uS cents) or 7.46 per cent to close at 
C$0.31 (uS$0.25) on february 23 for a 
market capitalisation of C$5.257 mil-
lion, with 294,393 shares traded.

CSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon said the bourse’s share prices had remained rather stable with no significant 
fluctuations in the three trading days since the start of the ‘February 20 Community Event’. HENG CHIVOAN

‘Processing plants needed to 
build strong mango market’
Continued from page 1

said in a statement.
registration will include tech-

nical training for farmers to 
boost productivity and the qual-
ity of their produce in a manner 
consistent with internationally-
recognised standards, as well as 
incorporation into business 
clusters to connect with local 
and international companies 
and clinch contract farming 
agreements linked to processing 
for export, the ministry added.

um Saroeun, president of the 
Kirirom Keo romiet Mango 
agricultural Community whose 
members grow on more than 
2,000ha in Kampong Speu prov-
ince, told The Post that seven of 
his community’s 45 members 
had applied to register their 
farms at the directorate.

Two of them had secured 
spots on the directorate’s lists, 
he said, voicing confidence that 
more members would apply.

“With certifications [issued by 
the directorate after passing pre-
liminary inspections] in hand, 
we hope a company will buy 
mangoes from us to export to the 
Chinese market,” Saroeun said.

The ministry noted that simul-
taneous mango harvest seasons 
in Cambodia and elsewhere had 
saturated the market, outpaced 
demand and eroded prices since 
the beginning of this month, 
even as the Covid-19 pandemic 
maintains its economic stran-
glehold on the world.

The retail price of fresh man-
goes in China today has dropped 
to between $1.10 and $1.20 per 
kilogramme, the ministry said, 
citing data from www.global-
price.info.

Saroeun, however, said the 
wholesale price of mango had 
capsized to just 200 riel ($0.05) 
per kilogramme in his area. 
“This price cannot be offset, 
given the cost of harvesting 
and transport.

“That being the case, mango can 
only secure a strong market with 
the presence of processing plants, 
which we recognise that the min-
istry is jumping through hoops to 
set up in our country,” he said.

In its mission to stage a 
rebound in mango prices on the 
market and increase incomes 
for producers, the ministry says 
it is in talks with countries such 
as South Korea, China and Japan 
on technical, hygiene and phy-
tosanitary regulations to secure 
additional markets for Cambo-
dian mango products.

Last month, the Kingdom 
reached an agreement with 
South Korea on phytosanitary 
requirements for commercial 
mango shipments to the east 
asian economy.

The ministry in June signed 
the protocol on Phytosanitary 
requirements for the export of 
fresh Keo Romiet mangoes from 
Cambodia to the People’s Repub-
lic of China.

This allowed the Kingdom to 
the export 500,000 tonnes of 
fresh Keo romiet mangoes per 
year to China.

a mid-December report from 
the directorate found that Cam-
bodia has 124,319ha of mango 
plantations, of which 91,398ha 
are harvested with an average 
yield of 1,448,677 tonnes per 
season. This translates to an 
average of 15.85 tonnes per hec-
tare per each of the year’s two 
seasons.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,079 1.2572 6.4494 105.79 4.0415 1.3199 30.05 0.7919 1.2162 1.4168
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fed boss fails to reassure investors

Thai economy faces 10% permanent 
loss if Covid recovery delayed: S&P

a
SIaN markets suf-
fered fresh losses on 
february 24 as con-
cerns about rising 

inflation and frothy equity 
prices continued to sap con-
fidence, with investors un-
moved by reassurances from 
federal reserve (fed) boss 
Jerome Powell that officials 
would maintain record-low 
interest rates for as long as 
needed.

Global stock indexes have 
cruised to all-time or multi-
year highs in recent months 
thanks to government and 
central bank backing, the 
rollout of vaccines, easing of 
lockdowns, uS President Joe 
biden’s imminent stimulus 
and falling infection rates.

but the rally is showing 
signs of fatigue as traders fret 
that valuations may have run 
ahead of themselves, while the 
yield on benchmark 10-year 
Treasury bonds – a key red flag 
on inflation – has spiked.

That has led to worries the 
fed will have to lift borrowing 
costs more quickly than ex-
pected, removing a key pillar 
of support for stocks.

Powell sought to soothe 
those concerns on february 
23 in the first of two congres-
sional testimonies, saying in-

flation was expected to pick 
up and be “volatile” this year 
as people across the uS begin 
to spend more but told law-
makers the increases were un-
likely to be large or persistent.

He pledged to keep the bank’s 
vast bond-buying scheme and 
low rates in place “until sub-
stantial further progress has 
been made toward our goals” 
of two per cent inflation and 
full employment.

He added that the rise in 
yields showed “confidence on 
the part of markets that we 
will have a robust and ulti-
mately complete recovery”.

uS inflation had averaged 
less than two per cent over the 

past 25 years, he said.
His comments helped Wall 

Street bounce off intra-day 
lows, with the Dow and S&P 
500 ending slightly higher. but 
the Nasdaq fell as tech firms 
that rely more heavily on fi-
nancing are most at risk from 
high interest rates.

Powell’s “success was strik-
ing a balanced tone”, said 
axi’s Stephen Innes.

“Too dovish, and the chair 
risked exacerbating near-
term inflation concerns, and 
too hawkish of a lean and 
the Street will increasingly 
price a withdrawal in liquid-
ity. So overall, the balancing 
act seems mostly designed to 

keeping risk assets steering 
on an even keel.”

but he warned the fear about 
rates remained in place, “and 
despite some great news on 
vaccine and stimulus, it’s be-
coming increasingly apparent 
that the yield reaction to the 
reflation theme will likely be 
the central narrative of 2021”.

Hong Kong led asia’s losses 
as it tanked three per cent af-
ter the city’s financial secre-
tary said he would lift stamp 
duty on stock trades – the first 
in 28 years – in his budget as 
the government looks to tight-
en its belt. bourse operator 
HKex collapsed more than 12 
per cent at one point before 
slightly recovering.

Tokyo, Shanghai, Sydney, 
Seoul, Wellington, Taipei, Ja-
karta, bangkok and Manila 
all saw significant losses, with 
technology firms taking the 
brunt of the selling.

London and frankfurt fell 
at the open while Paris was 
barely moved.

On currency markets, the 
pound held on to gains to sit 
at levels not seen since april 
2018 thanks to a strong rollout 
of vaccines across britain that 
has allowed the government 
to set out a plan to reopen the 
country by the summer. AFP

SOuTHeaST asia now risks 
a delayed economic recovery 
that will steepen permanent 
economic losses, says a new re-
port by S&P Global ratings.

Thailand and other major  
aSeaN markets are living 
with the effects of new Covid-
19 waves that appear to have 
peaked only recently, accord-
ing to the report, Delay Risk 
on the Rise for Southeast Asia’s 
Recovery.

S&P Global ratings econo-
mist Vishrut rana said: “Our 
baseline estimates still assume 
emerging Southeast asia will 
return to its pre-pandemic level 
of GDP [gross domestic prod-
uct] around august of this year.

“However, delay risks are 
rising, and a prolonged recov-
ery would drag on the region’s 
growth rate and lead to higher 
permanent economic costs.”

as hospitals filled up with 

Covid-19 patients in recent 
months, governments again 
restricted mobility and house-
holds voluntarily stayed home 
more often. Since late last 
year, mobility has stalled and 
then fallen across Southeast 
asia. While this has not led to a 
return to the harsh lockdowns, 
it could drag on first-quarter 
economic performance, the 
ratings agency said.

The biggest threat to speedy 
economic recovery is individ-
ual consumer behaviour, as 
people stay home more and 
spend less, it added.

a two-month delay in the 
recovery could cut S&P rat-
ings’ 2021 growth forecasts by 
about one percentage point, 
to 5.2 per cent, said the agen-
cy. about two-thirds of this de-
cline would likely come from 
weaker-than-expected activ-
ity in the first quarter, which 

would have carry-over effects 
into the second half. It would 
also mean higher growth rates 
in 2022, off a lower base.

The longer an economy is 
stuck with unemployed re-
sources, the larger the damage 
to balance sheets and workers. 
More businesses would close, 
and more workers would lose 
jobs, skills and motivation. To-
gether, this would hold back 
the level of activity once the 
economy reaches its new nor-
mal. S&P ratings calls the gap 
between its estimate of the 
achievable new normal and 
the pre-Covid trend “perma-
nent damage”.

It currently estimates the per-
manent loss at about 7.4 per 
cent. This would rise to 8.1 per 
cent with a two-month delay 
in the recovery timeline. Thai-
land and the Philippines would 
likely see the largest permanent 

losses at about 10 per cent and 
12 per cent, respectively. for 
Thailand, the issue is struc-
tural and related to the tourism 
sector which is expected to be 
among the last industries to re-
cover from the pandemic.

However, external demand 
may boost growth more than 
expected this year, especially 
if the uS adds more stimulus 
soon, said the agency. China’s 
recovery may also rebalance 
faster than expected, lifting 
consumer spending and im-
ports, including from the rest 
of asia.

Southeast asia’s emerg-
ing economies have secured 
enough vaccine doses for 
40-50 per cent of their popu-
lations on average, and the 
ratings agency assumes in-
oculation will be in place by 
the second half of this year. 
THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

Vietnamese seafood 
exports expected to 
reach $8.8b in 2021

South Korea’s Samsung SDI 
says will inject $900 million 
into Hungary battery plant

Federal Reserve (Fed) head Jerome Powell. AFP

THe Vietnam association of 
Seafood exporters and Produc-
ers (VaSeP) has forecast that 
seafood exports will hit $8.8 bil-
lion this year, a year-on-year 
increase of five per cent.

The association said the 
Covid-19 pandemic has dis-
rupted global trade in seafood, 
changing consumption trends 
for aquatic products.

However, the main import-
ers of Vietnamese seafood 
such as the eu, China, South 
Korea, and Japan only slightly 
decreased their imports from 
Vietnam by three-to-six per 
cent, while the largest market, 
the uS, still increased signifi-
cantly at 10 per cent.

Other markets like russia, 
the uK, australia and Canada 
even hiked by 10-32 per cent.

Vietnamese seafood exports 
fell sharply by 10 per cent and 
seven per cent in the first 
quarter and second quarter of 
last year respectively, but from 
the third quarter began to 
recover.

The country’s seafood out-
put was estimated at 8.4 mil-
lion tonnes by the end of last 
year, a slight increase of three 
per cent compared to 2019.

Seafood exports hit $8.4 bil-
lion, down 1.9 per cent year-
on-year.

entering the new year, VaSeP 
believed the fisheries trade 
situation was still strongly 
affected by the pandemic, 

even though this was still the 
main factor that dominated 
seafood exports and imports 
in Vietnam.

However, Vietnam was still 
able to maintain a competitive 
advantage in raw material 
supply compared to other 
countries. In addition, free 
trade agreements would con-
tinue to be a lever for its sea-
food exports to recover in 
some markets, said VaSeP.

enterprises would also have 
more experience and flexibil-
ity to adapt to fluctuations and 
changes in the needs and 
tastes of the market after a year 
of the pandemic, it added.

On the stock market, seafood 
exporting enterprises had a 
tough year due to the pan-
demic.

Cuu Long fish JSC was one 
such impacted seafood enter-
prise, with revenue and profit 
last year decreasing by 49 per 
cent and 80 per cent respec-
tively compared to 2019.

Similarly, other businesses 
in the same industry as Vinh 
Hoan JSC’s profit fell from 1.18 
trillion dong ($51.3 million) in 
2019 to 704 billion dong last 
year.

Ngo Quyen Processing ex-
port JSC faced accumulated 
losses of up to 31 billion dong 
due to interrupted transac-
tions with customers and no 
export orders. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

SOuTH Korea’s Samsung SDI 
on february 23 said it will 
inject one trillion won ($900 
million) into its battery plant 
in Goed, 30km north of buda-
pest, Hungary.

In a regulatory filing, the bat-
tery maker said its european 
subsidiary Samsung SDI Hun-
gary issued rights worth 403.8 
billion won. Samsung SDI will 
also guarantee debt worth 
538.4 billion won for the sub-
sidiary, the company said.

Samsung SDI explained that 

the rights offering is intended 
to shore up funds for expan-
sion, including the construc-
tion of the second battery fac-
tory in Hungary. The company 
added that the debt guarantee 
has investment purposes.

Samsung SDI has battery cell 
factories in South Korea, China 
and Hungary. Though the 
company has never disclosed 
its official annual production 
capacity, it is estimated at 
30GW, as of last year. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Since reaching an all-time high  
of more than $2,000 per ounce  
in August, gold has been trading  
in a downward channel, with 
average daily price movements  
of around $30. 

Golden FX Link Capital chief 
financial adviser George Black 
shared some of the factors affecting 
the direction of gold going forward 
and how traders can profit on the 
volatility.

The first thing to consider is 

inflation, which is the weakening of 
a currency’s value. 

According to top economists in 
the research division of the Federal 
Reserve, the 10-year break-even 
inflation rate is currently near a 
five-year high. 

This means that market players 
anticipate a high level of inflation 
over the next 10 years. 

Forty per cent of all US dollars in 
existence have been printed in the 
past 12 months, an unprecedented 
amount of money printing, the 
effects of which will soon penetrate 
into many areas of the economy.  

Gold is a hedge against the 
effects of inflation, and this is one 

factor that will contribute to the 
stabilisation of gold at these higher 
price levels.  

Gold does not pay interest, 
however, and US Treasury yields 
are rising, which will cause some 
investors to transfer funds from 
gold assets into US bonds.  

As the US economy recovers and 
the economic outlook strengthens, 
more selling pressure may be seen 
as gold speculators take profit and 
evaluate the new environment. 

This could temporarily curb the 
bigger up-trend in gold, as investors 
will want to take advantage of the 
higher interest rates of the more 
attractive US government bonds.

The best angle to profit in these 
conditions is by day trading gold 
using the average daily range.  

Buying gold is recommended at 
$1, 690 per ounce, setting the take-
profit function at $1,830 per ounce 
and the stop-loss function at $1,650. 

However, traders can look for 
$30 daily jumps in gold to enter 
a short position and keep a tight 
trailing stop on the retrace. 

Ad
ve
rt
o
ri
Al

Gold traders can take profit on US economic changes

Golden FX Link chief financial adviser George Black.
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rental demand 
and prices have 
remained simi-

lar at similar levels of those in 
the year-ago period as Covid-
19 vaccination campaigns in 
Cambodia and around the 
world set a positive tone for 
the market, according to in-
dustry experts.

Amatak Property Service 
Co Ltd CEO Tang Hour told 
The Post on February 24 that 
warehouse rental demand 
is holding strong, with the 
instalments predominantly 
used for commodity storage 
and running businesses such 
as restaurants and car dealer-
ships for the most part.

“Even though the market 

continues to breeze through, 
some warehouse owners have 
taken to offering rent dis-
counts for the first few years” 
of occupancy, she said.

Hour chalked up the pan-
demic’s limited shock to the 
market – compared to the con-
dominium and apartment seg-
ments – to its lower dependence 
on the number of international 
visitors travelling to Cambodia.

She said the average 
monthly rent for warehouse 
space in Phnom Penh ranges 
from $2-5 per square metre, 
dependent on location and 
the condition of the facilities. 
Leasing contracts have an av-
erage length of five years.

On the flip side, Grace Ra-
chny Fong, executive director 
of Century 21 Cambodia, the 
master franchisor of US-based 

Century 21 Real Estate LLC in 
the Kingdom, pointed out that 
rental prices in the provinces 
continue to depreciate.

She said market recovery 
overall has been rather slug-
gish but is set to pick up steam 
by the end of the year.

According to Fong, ware-
houses over 1,000 square me-
tres typically have the highest 
demand. 

“The market will be bus-
tling from the fourth quarter 
of 2021, as Covid-19 vaccina-
tions increase the number of 
investors from each country. 
Once investment grows, de-
mand for warehousing will 
shoot up as well,” said Fong.

Hong Vanak, director of Inter-
national Economics at the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia, previ-
ously told The Post that Covid-

19 vaccine rollouts around the 
world have led to a rise in the 
number of investment projects 
approved by the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia.

They have also spurred 
work on bilateral agreements 
with trading partners and 
incentivised construction of 
new infrastructure – includ-
ing on the Kingdom’s flagship 
deep-sea port in Preah Siha-
nouk province, he claimed.

This, he said, will buoy 
Cambodia’s demand for 
warehousing, especially from 
mid-2021 onwards.

“All investment projects 
require warehousing, hence 
the market will enjoy a snow-
balling in demand, especially 
once the Covid-19 disease 
situation comes completely 
under control,” Vanak said.

HONG Kong may be in its 
worst recession in years but its 
luxury property market is still 
thriving after a five-bedroom 
apartment broke records with 
its HK$459.4 million (US$59.24 
million) price tag.

While there have been more 
expensive properties sold in 
Hong Kong, the 3,378-square-
foot (313.83sqm) penthouse in 
the affluent Mid-Levels neigh-
bourhood set a new bench-
mark for price per square foot 
at $17,500 ($188,368 per sqm).

The sale, reported by local 
media on February 17 and record-
ed in the development’s register 
of transactions, illustrates the 
stark inequality in Hong Kong.

Recent political instability 
coupled with the coronavirus 
has hammered the economy, 
which contracted a record of 
6.1 per cent last year. Unem-
ployment is currently at 6.6 per 
cent, the highest in 16 years.

But bellwether luxury prop-
erty sales suggest the super rich 
are weathering the storm just fine.

The price paid by the uniden-
tified buyer for the property at 
21 Borrett Road – a newly built 
luxury apartment tower – beat 
the previous price per square 
foot record set in 2017.

And it comes a week after a 
consortium set a new record 
when it paid $935.2 million – or 
$6,450 per square foot – for a piece 
of land on The Peak, the moun-
tain that dominates Hong Kong 
Island and remains the city’s 

most exclusive neighbourhood.
Hong Kong is a city of stark 

contrasts – where impoverished 
elderly people can be seen col-
lecting cardboard to recycle on 
streets filled with supercars and 
luxury goods stores.

The cramped financial hub 
regularly tops various rankings 
of cities with the least afford-
able housing in the world, with 
even the cheapest apartments 
far out of reach for most workers.

Successive governments 
have failed to tackle inequality 
or the yawning shortage of 
housing, something that 
helped fuel huge democracy 
protests in recent years.

A 2019 report by real estate 
firm CBRE ranked Hong Kong as 
the most expensive city for resi-
dential property, with an average 
price of $2,091 per square foot.

It listed the average property 
price in Hong Kong as $1.2 
million – far above second-
placed Singapore at $874,372.

A report that year by UBS said 
a “skilled worker” needed 22 
years of income to afford a 
60sqm flat, up from 12 years a 
decade ago, with salaries staying 
largely the same since 2008.

But the ultra wealthy have seen 
their fortunes continue to grow. 

According to Knight Frank’s 
global wealth report, the 
number of billionaires in Hong 
Kong grew from 40 in 2013 to 71 
in 2019, giving the city one of 
the highest ratios of billionaires 
per capita in the world. AFP
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Property

Warehouse rental market stable 
on-year, set for year-end boost

The average monthly rent 
for warehouse space in 

Phnom Penh ranges from 
$2-5 per square metre, 
dependent on location 

and the condition of the 
facilities. HEAN RANGSEY

$59.2M Hong Kong flat 
sale sets new Asia record

Developers move from 
HCMC to provinces on 
more affordable prices
WHILE the Ho Chi Minh City 
(HCMC) housing market has 
gone quiet after the renewed 
outbreak of Covid-19, the mar-
ket in the Vietnamese city’s 
neighbouring provinces like 
Dong Nai, Long An and Binh 
Duong has seen robust growth 
this year, experts said.

Distance is no longer a prob-
lem for developers in and 
around HCMC thanks to 
improved transport infrastruc-
ture, and they are increasingly 
looking at neighbouring prov-
inces where prices are more 
reasonable and have potential 
for property development.

A recent report by the Viet-
nam Association of Realtors 
(VARS) said the development 
of Long Thanh International 
Airport in Dong Nai and Thu 
Duc city and the construction 
of new roads and bridges con-
necting the south-eastern 
region with HCMC have led to 
increased activity in the real 
estate market.

Pham Lam, director-general 
of real estate services firm 
DKRA Vietnam, said this is cre-
ating a wave of investment in 
emerging markets while tradi-
tional markets are reaching 
saturation point.

In Binh Duong province, 
land in areas adjacent to 
HCMC which have potential 
for economic development, 

such as Thuan An and Di An 
cities, have become ideal for 
affordable apartment projects, 
a product the city lacks.

VARS said apartment prices in 
Binh Duong increased sharply 
last year despite Covid-19 – from 
25-30 million dong ($1,080-
1,300) per square metre to 30-35 
million dong – but remain much 
lower than in the city.

In Dong Nai, land prices in 
areas close to the eastern part 
of HCMC have also increased, 
especially thanks to the con-
struction of the airport in Long 
Thanh.

In 2019 the average land 
price was 12-14 million dong 
per square metre, and rose to 
22 million dong last year. In 
Long Thanh town, the price 
has surged to 100 million dong 
in some areas.

The real estate market in Ba 
Ria-Vung Tau province is also 
hot since it is adjacent to 
HCMC and has great potential 
for tourism development.

Investors also are keen on 
Long An province, which too 
borders HCMC. Some projects 
with high potential go for 
21-26 million dong per square 
metre while in other areas they 
are 13-15 million dong.

No land is available in 
recent projects at less than 15 
million dong. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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Iran on february 23 said it had 
started to restrict some site inspec-
tions by the un nuclear watchdog 
in response to the uS refusal so far 
to lift sanctions imposed by former 
president Donald Trump.

The move prompted britain, 
france and Germany, the three eu-
ropean nations party to the 2015 
nuclear deal, to say they “deeply 
regret” the decision, and that they 
were “united in underlining the 
dangerous nature of this decision”.

“It will significantly constrain the 
[International atomic energy agen-
cy’s (Iaea)] access to sites” and to 
safeguarding information, they said.

On february 23 Iaea director-
general rafael Grossi told a seminar 
that the interim three-month deal 
agreed at talks on february 21 in 
Tehran was “far from an ideal situ-
ation”.

but, he added, it “allows us to con-
tinue to monitor and to register all the 
key activities . . . so that at the end of it 
we can recover all this information.

“This will facilitate . . . time for the 
indispensable diplomacy that will be 

deployed in the next few days,” he said 
– referring to talks between Tehran and 
major powers aimed at restoring the 
2015 deal known as the JCPOa.

Washington’s concerns
While praising Grossi’s 11th-hour 

diplomacy, Washington expressed 
its “concern that Iran is moving in 
the wrong direction.

“It is moving further away from 
its nuclear constraints,” uS Depart-
ment of State spokesman ned Price 
told reporters.

The changes to the Iaea’s monitor-
ing and inspection regime, ordered 
by Iran’s conservative-dominated 
parliament last year, are the latest in 
a series of retaliatory measures Iran 
has adopted in response to Trump’s 
2018 withdrawal from the JCPOa.

recordings from monitoring 
equipment the Iaea installed at 
Iran’s nuclear sites to verify its com-
pliance will now be withheld by Teh-
ran until uS President Joe biden has 
lifted the crippling sanctions im-
posed by Trump.

So-called “voluntary transpar-

ency measures”, including snap in-
spections of sites not under regular 
monitoring – are also suspended.

However, a Vienna-based diplo-
mat stressed that snap inspections 
to declared nuclear sites could be 
conducted even without those mea-
sures, so the impact on access would 
be “negligible”.

Data deadline
Iranian foreign minister Moham-

mad Javad Zarif told the official Is-
lamic republic news agency (Irna) 
that february 23’s changes would 
have no major immediate impact 
on the work of the Iaea inspectors.

“The crux of this deal is that the 
data recorded on our nuclear pro-
gramme . . . will be stored and not 
handed over to the Iaea,” Iran’s top 
diplomat said.

The data “had never been sup-
plied to the Iaea in real time but 
had been handed over on a daily or 
weekly basis”, he said.

If talks on a uS return to the nucle-
ar deal drag on, that would change, 
however.

The Iranian atomic energy Or-
ganisation has said that under the 
new law, if there is still no lifting of 
uS sanctions after three months, it 
will start erasing the recordings.

biden has signalled readiness to 

revive the nuclear deal but insists 
Iran first return to all its nuclear 
commitments. His administration 
has said it is willing to join eu-led 
talks with Iran in search of a com-
promise. afp

uS and Canada set to improve 
bilateral relations, pull weight

Iran starts limiting un inspections until uS lifts sanctions

Venezuela’s national 
assembly petition for 
expulsion of eu envoy 

C
anaDIan Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau on febru-
ary 23 called the 

country’s friendship with 
its southern neighbour “ex-
traordinary”, while uS Presi-
dent Joe biden declared the 
two nations best friends in a 
virtual meeting turning the 
page on the turbulent Donald 
Trump era.

“The united States has no 
closer friend than Canada,” 
biden said, setting the tone 
for the get-together con-
ducted by video link between 
Trudeau’s office in Ottawa 
and the White House.

although Covid-19 restric-
tions kept the two leaders apart 
physically, they went out of their 
way to demonstrate that the gi-
ant neighboring countries are 
back to their traditional close-
ness after the tension of Trump’s 
“america first” policies.

“We have a robust agenda 
today and we’re all best served 
when the united States and 
Canada work together and 
lead together,” biden said in 
public remarks before head-
ing into closed-door talks.

repaying the compliment, 
Trudeau said they would work 
“together to get through Covid 
but also to make sure we’re pull-
ing our weight around the world 
and making the world a better 
and safer place for everyone”.

Trudeau thanked biden – 
who has put the uS back into 
the Paris climate accord on 
reducing global carbon emis-
sions – for his policies on glob-
al warming.

“uS leadership has been 
sorely missed over the past, 
uh, past years,” he said in a 

not so hidden dig at Trump.
The White House is touting 

that february 23’s extensive 
talks will provide a “roadmap” 
for better relations.

Trump, who recategorised 
Canada and other uS allies 
as competitors, had a some-
times tense personal relation-
ship with Trudeau.

by contrast, Trudeau was the 
first foreign leader to phone 
biden after he won the no-
vember election and Trudeau 
was the first foreign leader the 
Democrat called after getting 
into the Oval Office.

The White House empha-

sised how Canada-uS ties 
play an important role in mul-
tilateral settings, from the G7 
to naTO, the five eyes intelli-
gence alliance and the WTO.

but while Canada is look-
ing forward to more predict-
able behaviour from its larg-
est trading partner, biden has 
already introduced his own 
new source of friction by can-
celling the cross-border Key-
stone XL pipeline project, cit-
ing environmental concerns.

Trudeau and biden said 
they addressed several mutu-
al priorities, including climate 
change and revving up the 

north american economy.
Trudeau’s office said: “by 

being on the same line on 
several subjects, like climate 
change or economic revival, 
we can do more together.”

One area Trudeau and biden 
did not comment on in the 
public portion of their remarks 
was the uS decision to cancel 
the permit for the Keystone 
XL pipeline, a project fiercely 
opposed by environmental-
ists but backed by Ottawa and 
previously by Trump.

biden rescinded the permit 
by executive order on his first 
day in office. afp

VeneZueLa’S national as-
sembly (na) on february 23 
called for the government to 
expel eu ambassador to Cara-
cas Isabel brilhante Pedrosa, in 
response to new eu sanctions 
against 19 Venezuelan officials.

The na, which is controlled 
by President nicolas Maduro’s 
party, approved a “rejection 
agreement” of the sanctions 
and plans to “urge” the head 
of state to “declare persona 
non grata the head of the dip-
lomatic delegation” from the 
eu in order to proceed with 
her “expulsion”.

The text, unanimously ap-
proved by the deputies, also 
calls for a revision of the 
agreement on the eu’s pres-
ence in Caracas.

“I vote with both hands for 
the european union repre-
sentative to be declared per-
sona non grata,” na Speaker 
Jorge rodriguez said before 
calling for the vote.

The Venezuelan government 
on february 23 said foreign 

minister Jorge arreaza will meet 
with brilhante Pedrosa on feb-
ruary 24, along with ambassa-
dors and diplomatic represen-
tatives from france, Germany, 
Spain and the netherlands.

eu foreign ministers agreed 
on february 22 to sanction 19 
Venezuelan officials for “un-
dermining democracy” and 
human rights abuses.

The move brings to 55 the 
total number of members 
of Maduro’s regime to be 
slapped with asset freezes 
and travel bans by the bloc.

The eu expanded the list af-
ter rejecting a December legis-
lative election that saw Maduro 
win total control of parliament 
after an opposition boycott.

On July 29, after a previous 
round of european sanctions, 
Maduro declared brilhante 
Pedrosa persona non grata 
and gave her 72 hours to leave 
the country.

When the deadline passed, 
however, the government 
backed down. afp

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (on screen) and US President Joe Biden and speak to the media af-
ter holding a virtual bilateral meeting in the East Room of the White House in Washington, DC on Tuesday. afp

Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif (centre) greets journalists 
following the International Conference on the Legal-International Claims of the Holy 
Defense in the capital Tehran on Tuesday. afp

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro presents his annual report to the NA 
in January last year. |The body has voted to expel the EU ambassador after 
the EU slapped sanctions on more top Venezuelan officials. afp
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The first lot of astraZeneca vaccines 
were set to arrive in Thailand on feb-
ruary 24 afternoon, Dr Sopon Mek-
thon, chairman of the government’s 
sub-committee on Covid-19 vaccine 
management, confirmed.

around 100,000 doses of the vac-
cine will be used to inject 50,000 
people.

The public health ministry said 
the astraZeneca vaccine would also 
be used to inject people aged 60 and 
over, noting that China’s Sinovac isn’t 
recommended for this age group.

Thailand will receive astraZeneca 
from the company’s plant in Italy, 
where the european Commission is 
strictly monitoring exports.

Thai authorities will take at least 
three days to check the quality of both 
Sinovac and astraZeneca vaccines. as 
soon as the vaccines are considered 
safe, vaccinations will commence, 
even if on a Sunday, they stressed.

The first vaccinations will be con-

ducted at the bamrasnaradura In-
fectious Disease Institute.

The sub-committee hopes both 
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha 
and health minister anutin Charn-
virakul will take different vaccines 
to boost public confidence, with Pr-
ayut – at age 66 – reportedly set to 
receive astraZeneca while anutin 
will reportedly take Sinovac.

Dr Sopon said there was no ma-
jor difference between the two vac-
cines. both need to be stored at 2-8 
degrees Celsius.

after being injected, both minis-
ters will be observed for symptoms, 
if any, at the hospital for 30 minutes.

for Sinovac vaccines, two doses are 
required – injected two-to-four weeks 
apart, but the sub-committee plans 
to carry out injections three weeks 
apart. On the other hand, the astra-
Zeneca vaccines need to be injected 
10-12 weeks apart. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Myanmar’s military coup creates banking woes

astraZeneca Covid jabs 
set to arrive in Thailand, 
sub-committee confirms

VN’s Phuc launches tree-planting 
campaign in Tuyen Quang province

e
arly bird customers of 
a military-owned bank 
queued anxiously as dawn 
light crept over yangon, after 

a strict new limit on daily cash with-
drawals fuelled rumours of a money 
shortage in post-coup Myanmar.

Myawaddy bank is among scores 
of military-controlled businesses in 
Myanmar facing boycott pressures 
since the generals ousted civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi from power 
on february 1.

Nationwide protests have called 
for employees – including bank 
workers – to skip work, seizing up a 
banking sector heavily dominated 
by the military and its cronies ahead 
of the monthly payday this friday, 
february 26.

for those in need of cash, it does 
not help that no clear information 
has been released.

In commercial hub yangon, private 
banks remain mostly closed, govern-
ment banks seem partly open, and 
getting cash from aTMs appears to 
be a touch-and-go endeavour.

The uncertainty has fuelled wor-
ries of cash shortages, said Tun Na-
ing, a 43-year-old businessman who 
has queued up daily for the past 
week to withdraw six million Myan-
mar kyat – or about $4,500 – from 
his Myawaddy bank account.

he said: “because of rumours 
about this bank, I came to withdraw 
my money.”

Despite being the sixth-biggest do-

mestic bank in Myanmar, Myawaddy 
is only allowing 200 customers per 
branch to make withdrawals limited 
to 500,000 kyat a day – about $370. 

Getting a spot in the morning is 
key, with “some people staying at 
nearby hotels to queue early for to-

kens”, Tun Naing said.
Others are not so lucky.
retired teacher Myint Myint has 

been queueing every day for a week 
but still has not been able to make a 
withdrawal.

The 64-year-old said: “I’m really 

fed up . . . They should announce 
through [state-run media] that our 
money is okay . . . although my sav-
ings are not much, I’m worrying be-
cause of rumours.”

Despite the irregular opening 
schedules of banks across yangon, a 

notice in state-run newspaper New 
Light of Myanmar claimed that daily 
services were still being provided.

“People are requested to take part 
in this process for ensuring eco-
nomic stability of the country,” read 
the Central bank notice.

‘Elevated political risk’
While the risk of cash shortages in 

the country is high, the timeframe is 
unpredictable, said Myanmar-born 
international business expert htwe 
htwe Thein from australia’s Curtin 
university.

She said: “In the past under the 
previous military government, they 
had been known to print money and 
that of course hyped up inflation.”

The pre-coup Myanmar economy 
was already facing severe economic 
headwinds from the coronavirus 
pandemic and lockdown measures.

and the situation is expected to 
get worse because of a civil disobe-
dience movement that has govern-
ment employees boycotting work.

The generals have already been hit 
with sanctions by the uS, britain, 
Canada and the eu, and the larger 
economy is also at risk of suffering 
reputational damage and a decline 
in foreign direct investment.

International credit ratings agen-
cy fitch swiftly revised the country’s 
growth estimates for most of 2021 
down from 5.6 per cent to two per 
cent on the day of the coup, citing 
“elevated political risks”. Afp

VIeTNaMeSe Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc on february 23 
launched a tree-planting campaign 
in the northern mountainous prov-
ince of Tuyen Quang.

In his remarks, Phuc highlighted 
Tuyen Quang’s advantages for for-
estry development, saying that over 
the years, the province had per-
formed well in forestation, forest 
protection and forestry-based eco-
nomic development in tandem with 
new-style rural area building.

“environmental protection is the 
responsibility of all people,” he said, 
adding that tree-planting and pres-
ervation is a practical activity to en-
sure sustainable development.

The government has worked with 
localities nationwide in this regard, 

aiming to maintain forest coverage 
at 42 per cent, and raise the export 
revenue of timber and forestry prod-
ucts to at least $14 billion this year, 
and more than $20 billion in 2025.

he called on administrations at all 
levels, departments, agencies and 
ethnic groups in Tuyen Quang to 
respond to the tree-planting festival 
initiated by former President ho Chi 
Minh in the spring of 1960.

Phuc assigned the Ministry of ag-
riculture and rural Development to 
assist the province in implementing 
programmes and projects and sug-
gested Tuyen Quang combine fores-
tation and forest preservation with 
eco-tourism.

The same day, the prime minister 
attended a ceremony announcing 

Tuyen Quang city as a second-tier 
urban area, a subordinate admin-
istrative unit of Tuyen Quang prov-
ince.

Speaking at the event, Phuc said: 
“Tuyen Quang city plays a signifi-
cant role as a political and socio-
economic centre of the province, 
and a hub of transport and infra-
structure of the northeastern and 
northwestern regions.”

he asked the city to spur socio-
economic development while en-
suring national defence and security 
and environmental protection.

The government leader urged 
Tuyen Quang city to make greater 
efforts to win the status of a first-
tier city by 2030. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Police advance towards protesters demonstrating against the military coup in Yangon on Monday. Afp

Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha holds a vial of the Coronavac Covid-19 vaccine, 
developed by China’s Sinovac firm, as its shipment arrived in Bangkok on Wednesday. Afp

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc speaks at the launch ceremony in Tuyen Quang province. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Due to the declining popula-
tion, it is inevitable that many 
local governments in Japan 
will become short of staff. It is 
necessary to maintain public 
services through such meas-
ures as simplifying adminis-
trative procedures and using 
artificial intelligence.

according to an estimate 
by the Internal affairs and 
Communications Ministry, 
the number of municipal 
employees nationwide in 
2040 will be 10 to 20 per cent 
lower than in 2013. It is cer-
tain that such burdens as 
dealing with inquiries from 
residents, inputting data 
from handwritten docu-
ments and compiling min-
utes of municipal assemblies 
will become heavier.

aI allows computers to 
process large amounts of 
information, automatically 
analyse it and make deci-
sions. If the introduction of 
aI can reduce the need for 
manpower, it will become 

possible to transfer employ-
ees to welfare and other sec-
tors that lack personnel.

The trend of using aI as a 
solution to the declining 
number of employees is 
reasonable.

While 68 per cent of prefec-
tural governments and 50 per 
cent of government-designat-
ed major cities have intro-
duced aI, only eight per cent 
of municipal governments 
have done so. These figures 
indicate that small municipal 
governments are hesitant to 
use aI due to financial diffi-
culties and lack of tech-savvy 
human resources.

To promote the introduction 
of aI, the central government 
intends to expand financial 
support in the next fiscal year 
for joint introduction of aI by 
multiple municipal govern-
ments. It plans to shoulder 50 
per cent of the costs if munici-
pal governments jointly intro-
duce an aI system, compared 
to the 30 per cent support 
offered when they adopt the 
system on their own.

The joint introduction is 
expected to reduce the bur-

den on small municipalities. 
Considering that the more 
input information a munici-
pality has, the more accurate 
aI becomes, it can be said 
that the wide-area collabora-
tion is reasonable.

In Nara Prefecture, which 
has many municipalities with 
populations of 50,000 or few-
er, the prefecture and eight 
cities and towns have jointly 
introduced a service mainly 
on their websites that auto-
matically responds to inquir-
ies from residents, available 
24 hours a day. The prefectur-
al government took the initia-
tive in inviting the participant 
municipalities to join in.

There are many small 
municipalities in which there 
are few staff with specialised 
knowledge, and their mayors 
and assembly members often 
lack interest in aI. It is hoped 
that prefectural governments 
and other entities will play an 
active role as “facilitators” in 
sharing advanced example 

cases and coordinating opin-
ions among municipalities 
that are willing to adopt aI.

Japan has been slow to dig-
itise its administrative servic-
es, and the central govern-
ment has been standardising 
the specifications of core sys-
tems that are different 
among local governments.

The promotion of aI is a 
separate initiative from such 
an effort, but the importance 
of avoiding duplication of 
investment and reducing the 
burdens of renovation 
remains unchanged. It is 
indispensible to unify speci-
fications and take compati-
bility into consideration.

In the future, the central 
government should establish 
standard specifications 
based on examples of local 
governments that have suc-
cessfully introduced aI, and 
should promote the use of aI 
among municipalities.

The central and local govern-
ments must closely cooperate 
to speed up digitisation and 
promptly make administrative 
procedures effective. THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S
OLIDarITy in the 
global endeavor 
against the Covid-19 
pandemic has so far 

proved to be meaningless as 
far as the fair distribution of 
vaccines is concerned. Since 
the number of doses admin-
istered in 10 developed coun-
tries accounts for 75 per cent 
of the world’s total and inoc-
ulation has not even started 
in 130 countries, the pros-
pect of effectively containing 
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus worldwide is not as 
bright as it should be.

That explains why World 
Health Organisation director-
general Tedros adhanom 
Ghebreyesus pleaded with 
rich countries on february 22 
to check before ordering 
additional vaccine shots for 
themselves whether that 
undermines efforts to get vac-
cine shots to poor countries.

although the leaders of the 
Group of Seven (G7) industri-
al countries said their coun-

tries have committed a col-
lective $7.5 billion to COVaX, 
the WHO head said “even if 
you have the money, if you 
cannot use the money to buy 
vaccines, having the money 
does not mean anything”.

It is not a matter of money, it 
is a matter of whether there are 
enough doses of vaccines for 
COVaX to buy for developing 
or less-developed countries.

as early as May 2020, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
declared that the vaccines 
China developed and manu-
factured would be a global 
public good. China has 
already promised to provide 
10 million doses to COVaX to 
meet the emergency needs of 
developing countries.

and it is setting a good 
example by providing vac-
cines to as many countries as 
it can. China has already pro-
vided vaccines to 53 coun-
tries and is exporting vac-
cines to another 22 countries.

It is not that China has 
manufactured vaccines that 
are more than enough for its 
own use. It is because China 
knows well that as the world’s 

second-largest economy, the 
country must fulfill its inter-
national responsibilities and 
do what it can to help others 
in need. It is also because 
China is clear that aiding 
developing countries in des-
perate need of vaccines is also 
helping itself, for so far as the 
pandemic is concerned, no 
one will be safe until all are.

Just as the WHO head says: 
“This is not a matter of chari-
ty, it’s a matter of epidemiol-
ogy. unless we end the pan-
demic everywhere, we will 
not end it anywhere.’’

The international commu-
nity has a shared future in 
this matter as the virus 
knows no borders.

Hopefully, the leaders of G7 
countries practice what they 
preach and accelerate and 
support “affordable and 
equitable access to vaccines 
and treatments for Covid-19”.

Only when vaccines are 
distributed in a fair manner 
in the way that is most effec-
tive to stop the spread of the 
virus will the fight against the 
pandemic see an end. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Editorial

As demography drains 
local govts’ labour pool, 
prepare for AI to step in

Access to vaccines 
remain an issue

It is not a matter of money, it is a matter of whether there are enough doses of vaccines for COVAX to buy for 
developing or less-developed countries. AfP

The central and local 
governments must cooperate 

to speed up digitisation
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Tourism losses force Cuban farming return
a 

year ago, Carlos 
Millo was renting out 
rooms to foreigners 
in the picturesque 

town of Vinales, a popular 
tourist getaway in rural Cuba.

Now, Millo and other 
townsfolk have had to re-
turn to an age-old means of 
survival, growing their own 
food as the coronavirus pan-
demic has robbed them of 
holidaymakers.

“We have had to return 
to the land,” he said while 
dusting soil from the chard 
plants he has started to grow 
in a 50sqm garden behind his 
house.

until the global health crisis, 
tourism directly and indirectly 
provided an income for about 
80 per cent of the 28,000-odd 
residents of the town nestled 
in a fertile valley surrounded 
by dramatic limestone out-
crops known as “mogotes.”

Just a decade ago, Vinales’s 
economy was an agrarian 
one based largely on tobacco 
farming.

but as communist-governed 
Cuba’s economy opened up, 
the tourist dollars started 
flooding in, and people like 
Millo turned their attention 
away from farming to the ser-
vices industry.

but as suddenly as it arrived, 
the new-found prosperity was 
cut short by the pandemic. 
and today, the porches of the 
town’s famously multi-col-
ored wooden homes – many 
turned into guesthouses, res-
taurants, cafes and shops – 
are heartbreakingly empty.

“They said things would go 
back to normal in six months, 
but it’s still going on. We’re 
heading for one year,” said 
Millo, who before Covid-19 
rented out two rooms in the 
house he shares with his wife 
and daughter.

“We are in decline, we 
are without work,” he said, 
walking through his rows of 
tomatoes, beans and other 
legumes.

Tourism “helped the fami-
lies a lot,” said Millo, who 
cannot wait to return to being 
a guesthouse host.

Heritage town 
The Vinales Valley from 

which the town takes its name 
was declared a heritage site in 
1999 by uNeSCO, which de-
scribes it as “an outstanding 
karst landscape in which tra-
ditional methods of agricul-
ture [notably tobacco grow-
ing] have survived unchanged 
for several centuries.”

The region also preserves 
a rich vernacular tradition in 
its architecture, crafts, and 
music, according to the uN’s 
cultural organisation.

These attributes proved 
popular with tourists.

Vinales first turned to tour-
ism after Cuba’s partial eco-
nomic liberalisation in 2011 
allowed for small business 
licences, and benefited from 
the tourist boom that fol-
lowed the warming of ties 
between Havana and the uS a 
few years later.

Tourism is the economic 
mainstay of the island, raking 
in some $2.6 billion in 2019.

A difficult change
The townsfolk of Vinales 

have bitter memories of March 
2020, when the last tourists 
left en masse as borders were 
rapidly shuttered due to the 
fast spread of the deadly virus.

“There was a time when 
there were not enough rooms 
and tourists had to sleep on 
the town square,” recalls Mil-
lo of Vinales’s early days as a 
destination for globetrotters.

but the tide started turning 
even before Covid-19, with 
uS sanctions and other re-
strictions tightened under the 
presidency of Donald Trump.

This, in combination with 
the pandemic shockwave, saw 
tourist numbers to the island 
dropping from 4.3 million in 
2019 to 1.1 million in 2020.

Cuba itself is one of the 
countries least affected virus 
in Latin america, with some 
47,000 recorded infections and 
277 deaths.

but it has not been spared 
the after-effects.

until last year, yusmani 
Garcia made a tidy 500 pesos 
(about $21) per trip with his 
horse-drawn cart to show tour-

ists the breathtaking views at 
the heart of the valley.

at the time, the minimum 
wage for a Cuban was $36 per 
month.

He had built his own cart 
with throw-away pipes and 
other construction materials. 
Its wheels sport old pot lids 
for hubcaps.

but today the improvised 
vehicle is stored in a garage, 
and Garcia – a 45-year-old 
father of two – has taken to 
making horse shoes.

“It has been a difficult 
change, not many people 
want to do this job,” he said 
while removing a piece of 
red-hot metal from a furnace 
with a pair of tongs.

He bent the softened met-
al and hammered it into a 
horseshoe shape.

Two pairs sell for 50 pesos.
eduardo Hernandez, 52, 

runs the Paco-Concha tobac-

co farm that has been in his 
family since 1888, and also 
became a hot tourist attrac-
tion.

Since the foreign income 
dried up, the family now 
grows its own food, and Her-
nandez says his workers have 
what they need to survive: 
rice, maize, beans, pigs and 
sheep.

He has, however, had to let 
some of the employees go.

for Hernandez’s sister, ros-
ita, the change has meant the 
shuttering of her restaurant, 
where visitors used to see out 
the day with food and music 
in the lush, green setting.

at one time, “we had 106 
tourists together from dif-
ferent” countries, she sighed 
while folding red tablecloths.

“It was all we had. but 
without tourism, there is 
no more money coming in.” 
AFP

New Zealand stranding spot sees joyful whale rescue
a GrOuP of 28 pilot whales were suc-
cessfully refloated at a notorious New 
Zealand beach where more than a 
dozen of the marine mammals died 
this week, jubilant rescuers said on 
february 24.

The long-finned pilot whales, 
which had re-stranded themselves 
once before, appeared to have finally 
swum out to sea, animal rescue char-
ity Project Jonah said.

“The live whales haven’t stranded 
overnight, so it’s looking like success 
right now. We’re using the phrase 
‘cautiously optimistic’,” the charity’s 
general manager Daren Grover said.

The whales were part of a pod of 
around 50 found on february 22 at 
farewell Spit, about 90km north of 
the South Island tourist town of 
Nelson.

Some 40 whales were pushed out 
to sea on the evening of february 22  

but swam back ashore by the next 
morning, with around 60 volunteers 
moving the 28 survivors back into the 
water for a second time.

“The beaches have been checked 
all the way along farewell Spit and 
there’s no sign of live whales . . . So far, 
so good,” Grover said.

He said the dead whales would be 
moved to an area of the beach not 
used by the public, where the bodies 
will receive a blessing from the local 
Maori iwi (tribe).

farewell Spit, a 26-km hook of sand 
that protrudes into the sea, has been 
the scene of at least 10 pilot whale 
strandings in the past 15 years.

The most recent was in february 
2017, when almost 700 of the mam-
mals beached, resulting in 250 
deaths.

Scientists are unclear about why 
the beach is so deadly. One theory is 

that the spit creates a shallow seabed 
in the bay that interferes with the 
whales’ sonar navigation systems.

Pilot whales, the most common 
species of whale in New Zealand 
waters, are particularly susceptible 
to mass strandings.

The whales, which grow up to 6m 
long, are regularly found beached in 
large numbers.

They were involved in New Zea-
land’s largest recorded mass strand-
ing at the Chatham Islands in 1918, 
when a pod of 1,000 swam ashore.

The remote islands, about 800km 
east of the South Island, was the 
scene of another incident in Novem-
ber last year when almost 100 whales 
died.

It is thought that the highly sociable 
animals may follow a sick leader 
ashore, become panicked by predators 
or stressed in extreme weather. AFP

Eduardo Hernandez, owner of a private restaurant and a tobacco cultivator, 
smokes a cigar at his house in Vinales, Cuba, on January 28. AFP

Rescuers races to save dozens of pilot whales that beached on a stretch of New Zealand 
coast at Farewell Spit, a notorious location for mass strandings. AFP

Yusmani Garcia, a blacksmith and tour 
guide, rides in his horse carriage in 

Vinales, Cuba, on January 28. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Oliver Twist, for one
  6 Normal start?
 10 Fight starter
 14 BP merger partner
 15 Refines wine
 16 Hodgepodge or mishmash
 17 1939 epic film
 20 Maximizing suffix
 21 Soprano solo, sometimes
 22 Mimieux of Hollywood
 23 “Summer of ’69” singer Adams
 25 Seam contents
 26 1996 or 2000 presidential 

candidate
 28 With a twangy inflection
 32 Cause to lose face
 34 Patron saint of Norway
 35 Deadeye’s skill
 38 Lost it
 42 Wall St. location
 43 Weigh down
 44 Enjoy to the last drop
 45 Causes to condense on a surface
 48 Like desert growth
 49 Coiffure style
 51 Bedding down?

 53 Abridgments
 55 Jazz singer Fitzgerald
 56 ___ Paulo (Brazilian city)
 59 Part of a grade-school dance 

instruction
 62 Poker stake
 63 Winglike
 64 Wish count
 65 Tampa and Montego
 66 Be dependent (on)
 67 Tofu beans (Var.)
DOWN
  1 Plum variety
  2 His cookies are famous
  3 European high spot
  4 Word with “cap” or “cube”
  5 “In your dreams!”
  6 Copper coating
  7 Turkish commander (Var.)
  8 Like some older profs (Abbr.)
  9 Pallid looking
 10 Once-seedy section of NYC
 11 Pica relative
 12 Ingredients in fuzzy navels?
 13 Bonanza vein
 18 Place using dinars
 19 Changes gradually

 24 Take a break
 26 Break of day
 27 Comply with commands
 29 More in need of a massage
 30 Flight height, on a gauge
 31 “Well, ___-di-dah!”
 33 Deter
 35 Opponent
 36 Frankenstein’s flunky
 37 A ___ bagatelle
 39 “___ in victory” (elementary 

lesson)
 40 Tokyo, formerly
 41 Comfortable state
 45 Craggy mountain ridges
 46 Where to spot a ringer?
 47 Grain elevator
 49 Pro sports venue
 50 Large bill
 52 Tailor’s tucks
 53 Tattle
 54 Fly high, as an eagle
 55 Ink-saving abbr.
 57 Type of rug or code
 58 They’re studied by English majors
 60 Grand ___ Opry 
 61 Which of you

“DEPARTURES” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Warm winters are melting
seasonal Canada ice roads

C
anadian Gilbert 
Cardin worries 
about the future 
of the ice road he 

maintains every winter on a 
frozen river west of Montreal.

“at some point, it is certain 
that we will no longer be able 
to open if these mild winters 
continue,” he says.

Since February 14, the 
900m-long path, cleared of 
snow and marked with fir 
trees, has allowed motorists 
to travel between two villages 
on opposite sides of the Ot-
tawa River without having to 
drive 40km roundtrip to the 
nearest bridge.

Such ice roads – or “winter 
crossings” as they’re called 
by Quebec locals – were once 
commonplace in these parts.

in the 1800s, one even car-
ried the weight of locomo-
tives on a temporary rail line 
across the Saint Lawrence 
River between the island of 
Montreal and South Shore 
communities on the main-
land – although one steam 
engine sank into the river.

in southern parts of Can-
ada, seasonal ice roads are 
now increasingly scarce due 
to wide swings in winter tem-
peratures – from deep freeze 
to balmy – that make it harder 
to maintain them.

Only a few dozen of these 
vestiges of winters of yester-
year remain today in all of 
Canada and just a handful in 
Quebec.

Cardin’s ice road between 
Pointe-Fortune and Saint an-
drew d’argenteuil is the only 
one of three in the Montreal 
area to open this year.

“This winter we opened 
a month late,” he laments, 
pointing to global warming 
and a very mild start to winter 
this year as the cause.

14 inches thick
Under a bright blue sky, the 

54-year-old big rig truck driv-
er plunges a chainsaw into the 
ice in the middle of the frozen 
river. a stream of ice shav-
ings burst out as he cuts out a 
block of ice and measures its 
thickness against markings 
on the blade: 35cm.

it is thick enough to allow 
cars to drive across the frozen 

river, but not trucks. in past 
winters the ice has usually 
been as much as 1m thick.

“at this time of year, we 
should be seeing [65 cm] of 
ice,” he says.

He doesn’t expect to make a 
profit this year, given his late 
start and forecasts of an early 
spring, which will likely force 
him to close the ice road in a 
few weeks.

in the meantime, he must 
continually plow it over, as 
snow cover would keep the 
ice from thickening (acting 
as insulation from the cold) 
at a rate of about an inch per 
day in cold weather, Cardin 
explains.

“Having an ice bridge open 
for two months would be an 
excellent operating season, 
one month would be very 
good,” comments Claude 
desjardins, owner of another 
ice road further downstream 
on the river.

He was unable to open his 
2km ice road between Hud-
son and Oka this year, he 
says, due to “really unsafe” ice 
conditions. The situation was 
the same in 2017 and 2018.

Pandemic restricts travel
“Each year, it’s different 

and you never know what 
to expect,” says Cardin. His 
crossing, which he’s been op-
erating for 25 years, also re-
mained closed in 2018.

The last decade has seen 
more frequent warm spells, 

reducing the average length 
his ice road is open to an aver-
age of five weeks, down from 
a record 12 weeks in 1997.

He hopes a recent arctic 
cold snap will stretch into 
early March so he can stay 
open a bit longer, but ac-
knowledges it’s a long shot 
with the current ice thickness 
at the bare minimum.

“if the ice is not thicker than 
that, as soon as the warm 
weather comes, it’s all over,” 
he said.

Compounding his weather 
woes, he said there have been 
fewer drivers on Canadian 
roads this year due to public 
health restrictions to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“Customers haven’t been 
there because of Covid-19. 
There’s no one on the highways, 
everyone who can has been 
teleworking,” he explains.

“Who’s using the bridge? 
Construction workers and 
housekeepers going from place 
to place, that’s it,” he says.

These days, barely 30 mo-
torists per day use it, down 
from 100 normally.

“When i found out it was 
open today . . . i said to my-
self, this is where i’m going,” 
says regular ice road user Eric 
deschamps.

He paid C$7 (US$5.55) to 
use Cardin’s ice road, avoid-
ing adding 50k to his trip. 
“it costs less than gasoline, 
especially with a pickup,” he 
concludes. AFP

A car drives across the ice road connecting the towns of Pointe-Fortune and Saint-Andre-d’Argenteuil in 
Pointe-Fortune, Quebec, on February 17. AFP
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Gilbert Cardin, owner of the ice road connecting the towns of Pointe-Fortune 
and Saint-Andre-d’Argenteuil, uses his chainsaw to check the depth of the 
ice in Pointe-Fortune. AFP
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bayern makes statement with 
lopsided away win over Lazio

H
oLders bayern Munich 
brushed off their recent poor 
domestic form by throwing 
down a Champions League 

marker with an emphatic 4-1 win at Lazio 
in Tuesday’s last-16 first leg to take a “huge 
step” towards the quarter-finals.

robert Lewandowski gave bayern an 
early lead before 17-year-old Jamal Musia-
la scored his first Champions League goal 
on only his fourth appearance in europe.

stuttgart-born Musiala, who turns 18 
friday, is now the youngest english goal-
scorer in Champions League history.

a Leroy sane strike gave bayern a three-
goal half-time cushion at the stadio olim-
pico before francesco acerbi scored an 
own goal just after the break.

Joaquin Correa pulled a goal back early 
in the second half to give the scoreline 
some respectability for Lazio.

“We were aggressive from the start and 
went full throttle,” bayern midfielder 
Leon Goretzka said after his first appear-
ance since testing positive for Covid-19.

simone Inzaghi’s Lazio need a near 

miracle in the return game in Munich on 
March 17 to reach the last eight.

“bayern are the world champions,” 
said Inzaghi. “They definitely did not 
need our mistakes to make it even easier 
for them.”

flick pulled a surprise by starting Mu-
siala in place of Thomas Mueller, who 
was sidelined after testing positive for 
Covid-19.

benjamin Pavard was also out with 
coronavirus, while midfielders Corentin 
Tolisso and serge Gnabry were both miss-
ing with thigh injuries.

despite dropping five points in the 
bundesliga last week and bringing a de-
pleted squad to rome, bayern needed 
less than nine minutes before Lewan-
dowski pounced on a mistake in the Lazio 
defence.

The Poland star snapped up a weak 
back-pass by Mateo Musacchio to dribble 
around Lazio’s veteran goalkeeper Pepe 
reina and fire into an empty net.

It was Lewandowski’s 72nd Champions 
League goal, taking him solo third on the 

all-time list ahead of real Madrid great 
raul.

england under-21 midfielder Musiala, 
showed maturity beyond his years to 
calmly drill past reina to make it 2-0 on 
24 minutes.

The lead was extended just before half-
time when Kingsley Coman’s shot was 
parried and sane tapped in the rebound.

There were two goals in the space of three 
minutes just after the break, with acerbi 
turning the ball into his own net as bayern 
counter-attacked from a Lazio corner.

Lazio were in danger of matching their 
heaviest home defeat in europe having 
lost 4-0 to Chelsea in the 2003/04 group 
stage.

but bayern’s defence has often crumbled 
in recent weeks and Lazio forward Correa 
took advantage of poor marking to fire 
past Manuel Neuer in the 49th minute.

bayern are now unbeaten in their last 
18 Champions League games, with only 
a 1-1 group stage draw at atletico Madrid 
last december denying them a perfect re-
cord of wins. AFP

rugby: New frontier for sports investment firms 
ruGby’s crown jewels are in 
the sights of investors seeking 
to exploit the untapped poten-
tial of the market as struggling 
governing bodies try to replen-
ish their coffers.

us private equity firm silver 
Lake is reported to be offering 

around $340 million for a 15 
per cent share of commercial 
rights in the all blacks – the 
ultimate brand in the sport.

In the northern hemisphere, 
CVC Capital Partners – which 
formerly owned a controlling 
stake in formula one – is 

widely expected to acquire 
14.5 per cent of the commer-
cial rights for the six Nations 
for $514 million.

Phelan Hill, a senior consult-
ant at Nielsen sports, said the 
corporate battle for premium 
rugby rights was “already 
alive”.

“With rumours of CVC con-
cluding a deal for the six 
Nations shortly, the involve-
ment of another big investor 
may help the goal of expanding 
the global market for the game, 
but due to the pull of the all 
blacks it won’t be just CVC call-
ing the shots.”

Hill said if the all blacks deal 
went through, it could change 
the dynamics of southern hem-
isphere rugby.

silver Lake already has a 10 
per cent stake in the City foot-
ball Group, owners of Premier 
League giants Manchester 
City.

“super rugby’s [the southern 
hemisphere club competi-
tion’s] financial model is under 
huge pressure – both the com-
petition and its individual 
teams – due to Covid-19 and 
they need to plug the revenue 
gap.

“New Zealand are taking 
things into their own hands 
now and looking for alterna-
tives outside of the governing 
body for support, which could 
ultimately drive conflict 
between New Zealand and 
saNZaar objectives.”

Hill also believes rugby could 
be a tantalising option for us 
investors.

He said english Premiership 
clubs could be an attractive 
low-cost choice compared with 
us sports outfits, which are 
“reaching a tipping point in 
terms of price, with the average 
franchise value in the NfL 
exceeding $3 billion”.

us investors have already 
piled into english football with 
high-profile investments in 
Premier League clubs Liver-
pool, Manchester united, 
Leeds united and fulham. 

James Paul, portfolio man-
ager at blackstar Capital, said if 
american investors switched 
their attention to rugby, the 
nature of the involvement 
would be different from the 
football model.

“In rugby, I believe the ques-
tion is about growing the sport 
itself to both a wider local and 
more global audience rather 
than focusing almost exclu-
sively on individual clubs or 
brands.”

Paul said rugby could even 
have an advantage over foot-
ball in terms of its long-term 
potential, with more room to 
expand.

“It makes sense that a com-
pany like CVC are getting 

involved, because these are 
assets with a lower entry cost 
and the potential for a signifi-
cant growth-fuelled return in 
the future.”

Paraag Marathe, president of 
49ers enterprises, recently 
became vice-chairman of 
Leeds united as NfL franchise 
san francisco 49ers increased 
its stake in the english football 
club.

He agrees with Hill that eng-
lish Premiership rugby could 
catch the eye of us investors as 
a feelgood factor returns with 
the easing of the coronavirus 
crisis.

“When we come out of Covid 
I believe very strongly the 
excitement and enthusiasm for 
pro sports is probably going to 
surpass pre-Covid levels.

“It will be like the spanish 
flu pandemic in 1918 which 
was followed by the roaring 
Twenties.” AFP

Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski (right) prepares to shoot during the Champions League round of 16 first leg in Rome. AFP

Germany’s Karla Borger playing at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games.  AFP

England’s hooker Luke Cowan-Dickie (second right) vies with Italy’s 
hooker Luca Biga (right) during the Six Nations international rugby 
union match at Twickenham, west London, on February 13. AFP

beach volleyball bikinis 
now permitted at doha
beaCH volleyball players will 
be allowed to wear bikinis for 
an upcoming tournament in 
Qatar, the sport’s governing 
body said after two Germans 
and their coach vowed to boy-
cott the event amid a row over 
strict dress regulations.

Karla borger and Julia sude 
told German media over the 
weekend that they would skip 
the fIVb World Tour competi-
tion in doha over an apparent 
bikini ban. 

on february 23, the Qatar 
Volleyball association said it 
was “not making any demand 
on what athletes should wear 
at the event”.

yet borger and sude’s man-
ager Constantin adam said 
this was “not true”, pointing to 
the regulations, which were 
available on the World Tour 
website from february 16.

They stated that “it is expect-
ed that all participating wom-
en’s teams use a short sleeve 
T-shirt and wear knee-long 
sports shorts”. However, those 
rules were updated later on 
february 23.

The International Volleyball 
federation (fIVb) clarified the 
situation, saying the Qatari 
association had assured them 
there would be “no restrictions 
on female players wearing 
standard uniforms”.

“The fIVb believes strongly 
that women’s beach volleyball, 
as all sport, should be judged 
on performance and effort, and 
not on uniform,” it added.

“Therefore, during the com-
petition in doha, should play-

ers request to wear the stand-
ard uniform, they will be free 
to do so.”

In a decision supported by 
the German volleyball federa-
tion, borger and sude said on 
february 20 they “would not 
go along with” the rules 
imposed for competition in 
Qatar.

“It’s not about whether we 
have more or less clothing on, 
it’s about the fact that we are not 
being allowed to wear our work 
clothes to do our job,” sude told 
Der Spiegel magazine.

Her teammate sude pointed 
out that Qatar had previously 
made exceptions for female 
track and field athletes com-
peting at the World athletics 
Championships in doha in 
2019.

The country also allowed 
female beach volleyball play-
ers to compete in bikinis at the 
aNoC World beach Games in 
2019.

Germany’s women’s nation-
al team coach Helke Claasen 
said she would not travel to 
Qatar either.

“she told me she won’t go [to 
Qatar], because she doesn’t 
feel respected there as a wom-
an,” Niclas Hildebrand, the 
sporting director of the Ger-
man volleyball federation told 
sueddeutsche daily.

Qatar has hosted an increas-
ing number of major sporting 
events in recent decades, 
though its human rights 
record, lack of sporting history 
and brutally hot weather make 
it a controversial venue. AFP 



Sport

16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  25, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Giroud overhead kick lifts Chelsea over atletico
O

livier Giroud’s magnifi-
cent bicycle kick broke 
atletico Madrid’s resis-
tance and earned Chelsea 

a crucial away goal on february 23, 
a 1-0 victory giving Thomas Tuchel’s 
side a slender advantage in the 
Champions league last 16. 

Giroud’s acrobatic strike was ini-
tially ruled out for offside but stood 
after var showed Mario Hermoso 
had got the final touch, delivering 
a huge blow to atletico’s hopes of 
reaching the quarter-finals. 

“i didn’t know what to think 
about the goal, i just focused on 
hitting the ball,” said Giroud. “i 
love an overhead kick and i was just 
pleased to see the ball hit the back 
of the net. i had no clue about be-
ing offside or not.”

Diego Simeone’s side had put on a 
typically disciplined defensive perfor-
mance until that point but Giroud’s 
moment of genius means they will 
have to score in london on March 17 
if they are to avoid an early exit. 

it also continues a worrying dip 
for atletico, whose lead in la liga 
is also under threat after one win in 
four matches.

“if you’d said to me in September 
we’d lose this first leg 1-0 and be top 
of the league, i’d have signed for that 
for sure,” said Simeone.

“The results aren’t going for us so 
we have to work, work and work.”

Chelsea, meanwhile, passed their 
biggest test since Tuchel was ap-
pointed at the end of January, back-
ing up a strong run against lesser 
lights in the Premier league with a 
polished display against one of eu-
rope’s elite. 

“We knew their strengths and dealt 
with them,” said Giroud. “We need to 
stay focused now and finish the job.”

Giroud’s goal in the 68th minute 
was only the third atletico have 
conceded in 14 home legs of the 
Champions league knockout stages 
under Simeone, even if this fixture 
was at home only in name.

restrictions imposed by the Span-

ish government meant the game had 
to be played in bucharest instead of 
Madrid, despite the return match 
remaining at Stamford bridge in 
three weeks’ time. 

Tuchel admitted the switch gave 
his side an advantage but Simeone 
refused to complain on february 
22, insisting he felt fortunate to play 
during the pandemic, “however and 

wherever that might be”. 
Their defeat makes it three home 

losses out of three for Spain’s teams 
in the Champions league last 16 so 
far, after barcelona were thrashed by 
Paris Saint-Germain and Sevilla were 
beaten by borussia Dortmund last 
week.

Callum Hudson-Odoi started for 
Chelsea, despite Tuchel criticising 

the 20-year-old’s attitude against 
Southampton on february 20. 

atletico started with Suarez, Joao 
felix and angel Correa but an attack-
ing line-up took up a typically defen-
sive shape, a six-man wall quickly 
forming in front of Chelsea in the 
opening stages. 

The first half was tight, each side 
able only to create openings but fail-
ing to find the pass to make a chance. 

edouard Mendy’s heavy touch in 
the opening minutes almost gave the 
chasing Saul Niguez a tap-in while 
Timo Werner’s angled shot was saved 
by Jan Oblak and Suarez miskicked at 
the near post. 

Chelsea looked most danger-
ous down the flanks, where Marcos 
alonso and Hudson-Odoi pushed 
atletico back. atletico had space on 
the break but lacked the precision to 
capitalise. 

felix sprung into life early in the 
second half, feeding Thomas lemar 
and then meeting the frenchman’s 
cross with an acrobatic volley that 
flew over. 

The game looked destined to finish 
goalless only for atletico to briefly 
lose shape, allowing the instinctive 
Giroud to take advantage. 

alonso had raced away from Mar-
cos llorente down the left and his 
cross was diverted backwards to Gi-
roud, who brilliantly bicycle-kicked 
into the corner, but looked offside, 
only for the replay to show it was 
atletico’s Hermoso who had given 
him the assist. 

The goal stood and Chelsea’s play-
ers celebrated, seemingly as sur-
prised as anyone and delighted with 
a precious advantage. AFP

Tiger Woods survives car roll-over, undergoes surgery
TiGer Woods suffered serious injuries 
to both legs as his car flew off the road 
and flipped several times on february 
23 near los angeles in a crash he was 
“very fortunate” to survive, law 
enforcement officials who found the 
uS golf legend said.

Woods did not appear to be under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol dur-
ing the early-morning incident, and 
underwent surgery after the roll-over 
collision, said los angeles County 
Sheriff alex villanueva.

No other vehicles or passengers 
were involved in the crash which 
occurred on a steep stretch of road 
known as a “hotspot” for high-speed 
accidents in recent years.

“i will say that it’s very fortunate that 
Mr. Woods was able to come out of 
this alive,” said deputy Carlos Gonzal-
ez, the first officer to arrive on scene.

Gonzalez found Woods trapped in 
his vehicle but conscious, appearing 
“calm and lucid” and able to identify 
himself.

“it is my understanding that he 
had serious injuries to both legs,” 
said los angeles County fire chief 
Daryl Osby, describing Woods’ con-
dition as “stable”.

firefighters and paramedics extri-
cated Woods from the wreckage of his 
Suv and transported him with a neck 
collar and backboard to a local hos-
pital via road, where he underwent 
surgery.

There was “no evidence of impair-
ment at this time” including any 

influence of narcotics, mediciation 
or alcohol, said villanueva, adding 
that the crash remained “subject to 
investigation”.

He added that no blood was drawn 
at the scene of the crash because the 
sheriff’s office does not have that 
capability.

Woods, one of the most successful 
golfers of all time, has won 15 major 
golf championships. 

He recently underwent his fifth back 
surgery, and said he was uncertain if 
he will be able to play at the upcoming 
Masters, which he last won in 2019.

Woods, 45, was in the area for his 
annual Genesis invitational golf tour-
nament at the riviera Country Club, 
and was driving a courtesy car on the 
morning of the crash.

“We are awaiting further informa-
tion when he comes out of surgery. On 
behalf of the PGa Tour and our play-
ers, Tiger is in our prayers and will 
have our full support as he recovers,” 
PGa Tour commissioner Jay Monahan 
said in a statement.

‘True champion’
The crash occurred near the hilly 

Palos verdes peninsula, at the bottom 
of a steep stretch of road which has 
runaway truck ramps for vehicles that 
lose control going downhill, and 
which has become notorious for fatal 
accidents over the years.

“apparently, the first contact was 
with the center median, and from 
there, [the car] crossed into the oppos-

ing lane of traffic, hit the curb, hit a 
tree, and there were several rollovers 
during that process,” said villanueva, 
who did not provide a cause of the 
crash.

The car ended up on its side on a 
patch of grass some distance off the 
road, with its hood badly damaged.

News of the crash spread rapidly 
around the sport world and beyond, 
with figures inside and outside golfing 
swift to send their prayers and best 
wishes to Woods. 

Skier lindsey vonn, Woods’ former 
girlfriend, tweeted: “Praying for TW 
right now.”

“i have no doubt about it, he’s gon-
na be back,” former uS president 
Donald Trump told fox, urging Woods 
to “get better and get out there because 
we all miss him.”

‘Deeply concerned’
Woods was one of the most revered 

athletes in the world when he became 
engulfed in scandal in late 2009.

He smashed his car into a tree and 
a fire hydrant outside his luxury flor-
ida home, sparking a series of scandal-
ous revelations that doomed his mar-
riage and put his game in freefall.

He later divorced from his Swedish 
wife elin Nordegren, with whom he 
has two children, after a cascade of 
women came forward to say they had 
affairs with the golfer, making him 
fodder for tabloids around the 
world.

Woods then underwent four back 

surgeries between 2014 and 2017.
in May 2017, he was arrested near 

his florida home for being asleep at 
the wheel of his car in a traffic lane.

Woods said he had taken a mixture 
of prescription drugs and did not real-
ise they would cause him to fall asleep. 
He pleaded guilty to reckless driving.

but he made an astonishing come-
back to sensationally win the Masters 
in 2019, his first major title since the 
2008 uS Open.

He is the winner of 82 uSPGa titles, 
level with Sam Snead for the all-time 
record.

in 2000-2001, while aged just 25, 
Woods became the first man to hold 

the uS Open, british Open, the uSPGa 
and the Masters titles at the same 
time. 

Woods remains three major victories 
shy of the all-time record 18 won by 
Jack Nicklaus, but only four winners in 
majors history have taken a title at an 
older age than Woods is now.

“barbara and i just heard about 
Tiger’s accident, and like everyone 
else, we are deeply concerned,” tweet-
ed Nicklaus.

“We want to offer him our heartfelt 
support and prayers at this difficult 
time. Please join us in wishing Tiger a 
successful surgery and all the best for 
a full recovery.” AFP

Chelsea’s striker Olivier Giroud (left) scores during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 first leg football match against Club 
Atletico de Madrid at the Arena Nationala stadium in Bucharest on Tuesday. AFP

Pictured here in Singapore in 2012, world famous golfer Tiger Woods was rescued 
from his vehicle by firefighters and paramedics following a crash on Tuesday. AFP 
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