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Kim Sarom

THE Ministry of Interior on Feb-
ruary 25 decided to deport the 
Chinese owner of online news 
outlet Angkor Today from Cam-
bodia for publishing “false” 
reports claiming that the Covid-
19 vaccines donated by China 
were being sold to the public.

Shen Kaidong, 52, was arrest-
ed on February 24 in Siem Reap 
province. According to a press 
release signed by interior minis-
ter Sar Kheng, Shen is also barred 
from re-entering Cambodia.   

General Department of 
Immigration spokesman Keo 
Vanthan told The Post: “My 
department is not punishing 
this Chinese man in Cambo-
dia, but we are deporting him 
from the country,” he said.  

Siem Reap provincial police 
investigation bureau chief 
Touch Sokun confirmed to The 
Post on February 25 that Shen 
had operated Angkor Today in 
the province since 2015.

“[Shen] had published an arti-
cle at 11pm on February 23 say-
ing Cambodia was selling Cov-

id-19 vaccines. Concerning the 
arrest, we just cooperated with 
the immigration department 
and the suspect was taken to the 
interior ministry,” he said.

Minister of Information 
Khieu Kanharith on February 
25 issued a letter revoking the 
licence of Ung Angkea that had 
authorised Angkor Today’s 
operations. The licence was 
issued on August 19, 2015.

The letter said the licensee 
disseminated fake news that 
distorted the facts and had 
malicious intent which affect-

ed public health, national 
security and the Cambodian 
government’s prestige, caus-
ing social chaos, and this alto-
gether constituted a serious 
violation of the signed con-
tract held by the ministry.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine said: “We 
do not charge people money 
for Covid-19 vaccines. All vac-
cinations are voluntary and do 
not cost anything. Those who 
belong to the priority groups 
identified by the government 
are eligible for vaccination.”

Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health on Feb-
ruary 25 reported detection of 
65 new confirmed cases of 
Covid-19, at least 58 of which 

are linked to the February 20 commu-
nity transmission event, bringing the 
total number of new cases in the five 
days since then to 194.

The ministry noted that most of the 
infected individuals were Chinese na-
tionals and also included nine Vietnam-

ese, five Cambodians and one person 
each from South Korea, Singapore and 
Japan. The patients are receiving medi-
cal care at the Phnom Penh Quarantine 
Centre, which the municipal hall has 
designated as a treatment centre.

Six of the new cases were found among 
Chinese nationals in Sihanoukville 
who were tested as part of required 
health certification procedures prior 
to their intended return to China. 
They were admitted for treatment at 
the provincial referral hospital.

The final new case of the day was con-
firmed to be imported – a Cambodian 
national from the Kon Mom district of 
Ratanakkiri province who had been 
serving abroad as a UN peacekeeper.

Ministry spokeswoman Or Vandine 
said on February 25 that the six con-
firmed cases detected in Sihanoukville 
had not yet been linked to the commu-
nity transmission event in Phnom Penh. 

“They had already finished quaran-
tine after arriving to our country. We 
have yet to find that they are affiliated 

with the February 20 community trans-
mission, so we have not included them 
in statistics pertaining to the event,” she 
said, adding that the ministry continues 
to investigate possible connections. 

The ministry confirmed that it had 
located 12 of 15 Chinese nationals who 
had tested positive on February 24 in 
connection with the community trans-
mission. They have been admitted for 
treatment, and efforts are ongoing to

Covid-19 cluster cases hit 194
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Asia digital 
currency 
gets China 
assistance

Chinese news-outlet owner deported

CHINA has joined a multi-
lateral central bank digital 
currency project in Asia for 
real-time cross-border trans-
actions like cross-border 
fund transfers, international 
trade settlements and capi-
tal market transactions, 
amid renewed global efforts 
to promote the use of digi-
talised legal tenders.

The People’s Bank of China 
(PBOC), the central bank, 
said in a statement posted 
on its website on February 
24 that its digital currency 
institute is now one of the 
co-founders of the project 
named “Multiple Central 
Band Digital Currency 
Bridge”, or “m-CBDC Bridge”. 
The other three founders are 
the Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority, the Bank of Thai-
land and the Central Bank of 
the UAE.

The project aims to explore 
the use of central bank dig-
ital currencies in several 
cross-border scenarios, 
according to the statement.

The m-CBDC Bridge project 
will also develop a favourable 
environment for central 
banks in Asia and other 
regions to conduct joint 
research and facilitate finan-
cial infrastructure for cross-
border payments, in an 
attempt to solve problems like 
low efficiency, high costs and 
low transparency, it said.

The participating central 
banks will take into account 
the results of the project to 
evaluate the feasibility of the 
m-CBDC Bridge project for 
cross-border fund transfers,

CoNtiNued – page 7

sealed with a kiss
an elderly woman is kissed by a health worker after receiving a dose of China’s sinovac biotech Ltd Covid-19 vaccine at Jose Joaquin Vargas, a 
residence for the elderly with mental disabilities in sibate, Colombia on Wednesday. AFP



Nov Sivutha

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has laid out plans 
for a new campaign 
to combat illegal 

drugs this year in light of the 
persistence of traffickers and 
users despite previous gov-
ernment efforts to stamp out 
drug-related activities. 

According to Plan No 01 
signed on February 19, drug 
offences have not declined 
across the Kingdom in line 
with the suspensions of ac-
tivities related to investment, 
trade, industry, agriculture, 
services and culture on ac-
count of the pandemic.

In particular, drugs like 
methamphetamine (also 
known as ‘ice’), MDMA (‘ec-
stasy’) and ketamine had pro-
liferated widely. They are eas-
ily produced and concealed 
for transport, it said, noting 
that the market for these 
products was expansive. 

“The situation here is such 
that criminals surreptitiously 
smuggle drugs via Cambodia 
for the purpose of exporting 
them to other countries as 
well as serving the domestic 
market,” Hun Sen said.

During last year’s campaign, 
police operations resulted 
in the detention of 21,566 
suspects in connection with 

10,461 cases. Total seizures 
of illegal drugs amounted to 
3,875kg – as well as 4,425kg of 
related chemicals, equipment 
and other evidence. Seventy-
seven cases were deemed ma-
jor drug trafficking crimes.

Hun Sen noted that this 
year’s efforts constitute the 
government’s sixth anti-drug 
campaign, and he encouraged 
police to step up all enforce-
ment-related activities against 
the importation, distribution 
and use of illegal drugs, es-
pecially monitoring targets 
prone to drug offences.

Authorities must acceler-
ate procedures to process 
evidence and property con-
nected with offences, includ-
ing freezing financial assets, 
and use seized items in sup-
port of their enforcement 
activities. Police are also in-
structed to investigate finan-
cial transactions connected 
with drug-related activities in 
order to combat money laun-
dering and the financing of 
organised crime or terrorism.

Hun Sen also urged police to 
continue to improve measures 
for treatment, rehabilitation and 
re-integration of drug offenders 
by setting up clear leadership 
and coordination mechanisms 
at the commune level. They 
should work to enhance the ca-
pacities and quality of commu-
nity-based services, prioritising 
communes most susceptible to 
drug-related activities.

Authorities should proceed 
with the construction of nation-
al drug rehabilitation and treat-
ment centres for voluntary and 
court-ordered patient services 
as well as additional mobile fa-
cilities able to serve throughout 
the capital and provinces.

Such public centres would 
foster an environment of high 
standards for effective treatment 
conducive to promoting improve-
ments in the quality of services 
provided by private centres and 
those run by partner organisa-
tions, according to the plan.

 Heng Sayhong, Battambang 
provincial coordinator for 
rights group Licadho, observed 
that provincial police had 
worked hard to crack down on 
drug crimes throughout the 
province and at the border, and 
the efforts were a good sign.

“Recently, I have seen a signif-
icant decrease in drug offences. 
There are not so many now as 
in previous years. We can thank 
the police in our province for 
this progress,” he said.
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Nov Sivutha 

MINISTER of Justice Koeut 
Rith plans to organise a vo-
cational training programme 
for inmates in Cambodian 
prisons so that they have the 
specific skills required for cer-
tain jobs and are able to earn 
an honest living upon leaving 
prison. The programme de-
tails have already been pre-
sented to the uN.

Justice ministry spokes-
person Kim Santepheap told 
The Post on February 24 that 
the justice minister wanted 
to start a programme to pro-
vide vocational training for 
prisoners who are still serving 
their sentences so that they 
have the skills necessary to 
find employment after leav-
ing prison. 

However, he said the ministry 
has not set a timeframe, pend-
ing further discussions with 
other relevant institutions. 

According to Santepheap, 
vocational training in prison is 
to prevent inmates from com-
mitting crimes when they are 
released and to help them re-
integrate into society. Without 
some form of training, they 
may not have the abilities or 
skills necessary to get jobs and 
earn legitimate incomes.

The plan to open such a 
training programme was pre-
sented to the uN by the min-
istry in collaboration with the 
General Department of Pris-
ons and the Ministry of La-
bour and Vocational Training.

Santepheap said: “Once 
they [inmates] have an oc-
cupation and income there 
won’t be any need to commit 
crimes. Integrating inmates 

into society and making sure 
they have a proper profes-
sional career is a crime pre-
vention measure”. 

Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia (RAC) president Sok Touch 
said vocational training for in-
mates is a must because if they 
are released without any skills 
they will likely repeat their 
offences and end up back in 
prison.

“Each prison should be built 
with land included for gar-
dens to grow vegetables that 
can then be served to the pris-
oners in meals or sold. And 
training facilities should be set 
up for skills such as weaving, 
carving, and cooking.

“Nobody should be sit-
ting in prison with their legs 
crossed or just sleeping all 
day,” Touch said. 

The interior ministry’s gen-
eral department of prison’s 
spokesman Nuth Savana said 
some vocational training pro-
grammes for inmates are al-
ready available in some pris-
ons in Cambodia, depending 

on the size of the prison.
Savana cited as an example 

the Trapeang Phlong prison 
in Tbong Khmum province, 
which has rehabilitation train-
ing programmes and a fac-
tory to produce furniture from 
wood and metal and other 
programmes to teach skills 
like growing vegetables and 
raising animals. 

“We do need a strategic 
plan to establish these pro-
grammes in all prisons and 
in a way that is suitable to the 
size of each facility,” he said.

Soeung Sen Karuna, the 
senior investigator for rights 
group Adhoc, welcomed the 
initiative to provide vocational 
training to inmates. 

“It’s a good idea. I see some 
prisons already have training 
available, but some do not. I 
do not know whether that’s a 
budget problem or some oth-
er problem preventing them 
from setting up a training pro-
gramme, but ideally these pro-
grammes would be available 
to all prisoners,” he said.

Training planned for inmates

PM details plans for 
anti-drug campaign

Over 400kg of drugs were found on Poulo Wai island in Preah Sihanouk province on February 6. Police

Ministry, Facebook launch 
blood donation campaign
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FACEBOOK has partnered with 
the Ministry of Health’s Nation-
al Blood Transfusion Centre 
to launch a Blood Donations 
feature intended to connect 
donors with blood banks across 
the Kingdom and build a net-
work of community support.

According to a February 24 
press release, 22 facilities had 
joined the initiative so far.

 “Globally, millions of lives 
depend on access to safe and 
sustainable blood supplies. 
Whether it be for regular blood 
transfusions or emergencies 
like road accidents, complex 
surgeries or other complica-
tions, access to blood is crucial 
to save lives,” it said.

Speaking at the launch cere-
mony at Khmer-Soviet Friend-
ship Hospital, health minister 
Mam Bun Heng expressed 
hope that the campaign would 
help to spur more donations.

“We welcome the initiative 
and are looking forward to 
strengthening and digitising 
our healthcare system, con-
necting people to blood dona-
tion facilities and introducing 
people to the voluntary and 
free national blood donation 
service. We encourage people 
who are interested to register 
and volunteer to donate blood 
to save people’s lives,” he said. 

According to the press release, 
the Blood Donations feature 
has already helped increase 
voluntary blood donations 
around the world by giving 
people aged 18 to 65 the option 
of using Facebook to sign up 
for notifications from nearby 
blood banks and opportunities 
to reach out and donate.

“In Cambodia, Facebook has 
partnered with the health min-
istry and other local organisa-
tions to ensure that people 
have access to credible health 
information online,” it said.

Heng Pheakdey, Facebook’s 
public policy manager for 
Cambodia, said the company 
hopes to build communities 
which support each other in 

times of need, especially dur-
ing the ongoing pandemic. 

“More people are using digital 
platforms to create health 
awareness and form support 
systems. We are happy to work 
with the government and 
partners to make it easier to 
donate and ensure that more 
people have access to safe and 
sustainable blood supplies,” 
said Pheakdey.

The press release said over 
85 million Facebook users 
globally have signed up with 
the Blood Donations pro-
gramme. The feature is now 
available in 30 countries, and 
additional information is 
available on the web at: face-
book.com/donateblood.

Prisoners water vegetables Preah Sihanouk Provincial Prison last 
month. General DePartment of Prisons

A woman donates blood at the National Blood Tranfusion Centre in 
Phnom Penh last year. Hean ranGsey
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locate the last three.
Health minister Mam bun 

Heng and other officials con-
ducted a site inspection of the 
quarantine centre in the capi-
tal’s Prek Pnov district. The fa-
cility has been repurposed as 
a Covid-19 treatment centre in 
response to other local hospi-
tals reaching their maximum 
capacities for such patients.

Ministry secretary of state 
york Sambath said the centre 
would be able to accommo-
date up to 500 patients.

In the capital, the Khmer-
Soviet friendship Hospital, 
Chak angre Health Centre, 
the National Centre for Tu-
berculosis and Leprosy Con-
trol and the quarantine cen-
tre are currently serving as 
treatment facilities.

Municipal Hall officials have 
continued to research locations 
linked to the february 20 event 
and have claimed to have iden-

tified 75 so far. The administra-
tion has implored people with 
suspected links to the event to 
come forward for testing. 

as of february 25, Cambo-
dia had recorded a total of 697 
cases of Covid-19. Of these, 217 
are currently hospitalised and 
three more, mentioned above, 
are being sought by authorities. 

Separately, the Chinese em-
bassy posted on its facebook 
page on february 25, offering 
to provide technical assis-
tance to the Covid-19 testing 
laboratory currently under 
construction at the Preah Si-
hanouk Provincial referral 
Hospital. The laboratory is 
expected to be completed be-
fore the end of March.

“[We] will provide special-
ised laboratory testing equip-
ment as well as assistance 
with installation and training 
for the staff,” the embassy 
said, adding that the labora-
tory will be able to process up 
to 1,000 tests each day.

Kim Sarom

PrISONS across Cambodia 
now have consultation rooms 
for lawyers and detainees to 
ensure confidentiality. They are 
available for use prior to trial.

Phon Thearin, an attorney, 
told The Post on february 24 
that prior to the construction of 
these rooms, it was difficult for 
lawyers to meet with clients. 

He said he was unable to 
conduct extensive legal con-
sultations or maintain confi-
dentiality due to a lack of plac-
es to meet and that this was 
inadvertently violating the bar 
association of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia’s (baKC) code of 
professional conduct.

He explained that clients 
would not tell their lawyers se-
crets or other information that 
might help their defence if 
they could not relay it to them 
privately because it might put 
them in danger if other pris-
oners knew that they had told 
even their own lawyers certain 
information. 

Now, with the help of the 
baKC – and with the support 
of Prime Minister Hun Sen – 
consultations can be done in 
private rooms in prison.

Thearin related that the con-
sultation rooms are equipped 
with air conditioning, fans, ta-
bles and chairs and they have 
some stationary and other of-
fice supplies which enable the 
meetings to proceed produc-
tively and in an appropriate 
and confidential setting.

He said: “These consulta-
tion rooms have provided 
significant benefits . . . It gives 
clients confidence that the 
meeting is taking place for 
their benefit.”

Separately, lawyer Nhor 
Nhen said on february 24 
that in Stung Treng Provincial 
Prison, there is also a dedi-
cated room now for consulta-
tions with detainees. 

He did not know the room’s 
exact size but he estimated 
that it is probably larger than 

4m by 4m. He noted that the 
room has its own bathroom, 
an air conditioner, a table and 
three or four chairs.

He said that previously 
there was no lawyer’s room 
at all in the provincial prison. 
He had to meet with his cli-
ents by sitting outside the 
prison cell, making it difficult 
for him to consult with his 
clients as prison guards stood 
nearby in the hallway while 
the guards and other prison-
ers could overhear what they 
discussed.  

“at that time, meetings took 
place in an open space and 
there was a lot of noise and 
other disturbances and it was 
especially difficult to ensure 
any confidentiality when pro-
viding advice to my clients,” 
he said.

Nhen said that with the new 
consultation room, both the 
clients and the lawyers were 
more comfortable speaking 
to each other and it ensured 
confidentiality when consult-
ing with his clients. 

He said that his clients were 
now able to confidently answer 
his questions and provide him 
with information that could 
help them with their defence 
because no one was listening 
in on the conversation.

Lim Chanlida, a lawyer and 
the baKC construction com-
mittee chairwoman told The 
Post on february 24 that the 
plan to construct these rooms 
was initiated by Suon Visal, 
former president of the bar 
association.

She reiterated that “it is in 
accordance with the code of 
ethics as well as required by 
statute that lawyers and cli-
ents be able to have conver-
sations without any third par-
ties overhearing them”.

She stated that the consul-
tation rooms’ construction 
and furnishings cost $165,550 
and the project was funded by 
baKC members, along with a 
generous gift of $70,000 from 
the prime minister.

Lawyer’s room set to 
ensure confidentiality

New treatment centre 
can accommodate 500 

Students get textbooks amid Covid
Long Kimmarita

THe Ministry of education, 
youth and Sport – supported 
by Sweden and uNICef – are 
working to protect children’s 
education by providing text-
books in core subjects to 
prevent students from drop-
ping out of school while their 
schools are being used as 
Covid-19 quarantine centres.

a joint press release from 
the education ministry, the 
Swedish government and 
uNICef on february 24 said 
although the new academic 
year began on January 11, 
there are 13 primary schools, 
18 lower secondary schools 
and 19 upper secondary 
schools in the north-western 
provinces of battambang, 
banteay Meanchey and Odd-
or Meanchey that could not 
open as scheduled. 

It said those schools could 
not open because they are be-
ing used as quarantine sites 
for Cambodian migrant work-
ers returning from Thailand as 
part of the government’s on-
going Covid-19 transmission 
prevention efforts.

The education ministry, it 
said, rapidly undertook an as-
sessment of students needs 
who are currently unable to 
attend these schools and ac-

cess to textbooks was identi-
fied as one of the most press-
ing challenges while students 
are required to learn at home 
or another school nearby. 

To address this challenge, 
uNICef, with funding sup-
port from Sweden, has pro-
cured new textbooks for 50 
primary, lower secondary and 
upper secondary schools.

These textbooks cover grades 
1 through 12 in core subjects. 
a total of 35,055 textbooks will 
be distributed to students in 
the north-western provinces 
– helping 32,486 students to 
continue their studies.

education minister Hang 
Chuon Naron said Cambodia 

welcomes the additional sup-
port from uNICef and Swe-
den for these schools and stu-
dents in the border provinces. 

He said despite the chal-
lenges posed by the pandem-
ic, all efforts to keep children 
learning must be made while 
also making sure that they are 
safe from the virus. 

Swedish ambassador to 
Cambodia, bjorn Haggmark 
said education is a funda-
mental human right but 
Covid-19 continues to disrupt 
the schooling of thousands of 
children in Cambodia. 

“Sweden is glad to assist 
Cambodia with this impor-
tant emergency response – 

ensuring that girls and boys 
on the Covid-19 frontlines 
have adequate learning re-
sources to continue their 
studies,” he said.

uNICef representative in 
Cambodia foroogh foyouzat 
said the urgency in respond-
ing to Covid-19 has often led 
to disruptions and that it was 
crucial to re-imagine edu-
cation to fit these changing  
circumstances. 

She said every child has 
the right to an education and 
concerted efforts are needed 
to see those rights fulfilled.

“I encourage the royal Gov-
ernment of Cambodia to ex-
amine all other options to sup-
port the safe return of workers 
as using schools for quarantine 
centres should be a measure 
of last resort, so that school 
closures and their impacts are 
minimised,” she said.

according to foyouzat, chil-
dren’s education was severely 
impacted by the pandemic 
globally in 2020 by huge num-
bers of school closures. 

She said uNICef is advo-
cating for the continuation of 
education around the world 
as well as rebuilding and rei-
magining the education system 
so that it serves all children 
and is more resistant to such 
shocks in the future.

A school used as a quarantine site in Banteay Meanchey province .Supplied

Lake project’s impact ‘minimal’
Niem Chheng

T
He Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Hall and the 
Ministry of environ-
ment have issued 

responses to questions posed 
by uN Special rapporteurs 
regarding the development 
of the boeung Tompun and 
boeung Choeung ek wetlands 
to the south and southwest of 
the capital by ING Holdings. 

On December 23 last year, 
seven uN representatives, in-
cluding uN Special rapporteur 
on human rights rhona Smith, 
jointly presented the Cambodi-
an government with a 13-page 
letter expressing environmen-
tal and rights concerns over the 
planned developments.

The letter alleged that the proj-
ect threatened the livelihoods 
and homes of 1,000 families liv-
ing in the area and would also 
cause irreparable damage to 
the wetlands ecosystem, plac-
ing more than a million people 
at increased risk of flooding.

It would also pollute the 
Mekong and bassac rivers 
with untreated sewage and 
toxins, posing serious risks 
for communities living along 
the rivers and relying on them 
for income and food.

The letter added that each 
day, approximately 370,000 
cubic metres of waste water is 
pumped from Phnom Penh 
into the wetlands, much of which 
is raw sewage. Infilling of the 
wetlands is projected to require 
77.66 million cubic metres of 
sand and is ongoing today after 
commencing in or around 2004.

“If the wetlands continue to 
be in-filled, it is likely that near-
ly half of Phnom Penh – rough-
ly 1.2 million people – will be at 
increased risk of flooding from 
sewage-contaminated flood 
waters. The wetlands are es-

sential in providing storage ca-
pacity for flood waters, as well 
as naturally treating Phnom 
Penh’s wastewater through the 
planting of aquatic agriculture 
on the wetlands’ surface,” the 
letter read.

The uN rapporteurs ad-
dressed questions regarding 
a dozen key points on issues 
ranging from human rights to 
environmental and social im-
pacts, mitigation steps taken 
and the legal basis for leas-
ing the area to ING Holding, 
among other topics. 

The government’s responses 
were delivered through the 
Kingdom’s mission to the uN 
in Geneva in two separate let-
ters dated february 17 and 18.

The Municipal Hall described 
the boeung Tompun-Choeung 
ek Satellite City Development 
Project as a mega-project cov-
ering a total area of 2,572ha 
in Meanchey, Dangkor and 
Chamkarmon. Comprehensive 
assessments of environmental 
and social impacts have been 
conducted since 2008.

The project is not located 

in a protected natural or con-
servation area, and the area is 
not home to any rare wildlife 
while the extant flora has no 
economic value, it said. 

The administration ac-
knowledged that the reduc-
tion of the boeung Choeung 
ek wetlands from 75 million to 
18.76 million cubic metres re-
duced the area’s functionality 
for purifying natural wastewa-
ter but claimed that this has 
had a minimal impact on the 
drainage systems of boeung 
Trabek, boeung Tompun and 
the Mol and roluos canals. 

It said these problems could 
be resolved through the con-
struction of wastewater treat-
ment stations, rehabilitation 
of canals and reservoirs and 
the installation of sluice gates 
and water pumps at the end 
of Stoeung Chrov river and 
Prek Thmey canal.

“The project will gener-
ate more than $4 billion in 
national economic revenues 
over the next 20 years through 
increases in property prices, 
property taxes, business taxes 

and construction of physical 
infrastructure as well as direct 
and indirect job creation for 
many people, among others,” 
the Municipal Hall said. 

More than 100,000 permanent 
jobs are expected to be created 
during the operational phase 
while 11 million temporary jobs 
would be available during the 
construction phase from 2015 
to 2035. Skilled workers in con-
struction, engineering, and 
other technical specialists are 
expected to earn monthly salaries 
 ranging from $250 to $12,000.

The project will improve 
physical infrastructure and 
ease traffic in southern 
Phnom Penh via the con-
struction of three highways 
and 61 arterial roads with an 
aggregate length of 95.74km.

“Significant progress and 
achievements of this project 
have gradually come into real-
ity, which are in stark contrast 
to the misleading propaganda 
of foreign media and reports 
of certain civil society organi-
sations which have, in the ab-
sence of rigorous and technical 
study, portrayed the situation 
in a selective, subjective, dis-
torted and provocative man-
ner with political motivation,” 
the Municipal Hall claimed. 

Similarly, the environment 
ministry disputed assertions 
made by uN representatives, 
claiming that environmental 
and social impacts would be 
not be as extensive as they had 
been purported to be, citing 
assessments conducted by an 
independent consulting firm.

“allegations of pollution to 
be caused by the development 
project are not warranted be-
cause the remaining wetland 
area will receive sewage water 
from surrounding residences 
and the boeung Trabek pump-
ing station,” the ministry said.

A portion of Boeung Tompun lake being filled in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district on Thursday. Hean RangSey
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Gov’t urged to stop spread 
of drug to rural Cambodia
Long Kimmarita

PareNTS who have children that are 
using drugs have been expressing 
their concerns regarding the spread 
of drug use to rural areas across the 
country. The expanding scope of 
the problem has communities there 
afraid and demanding emergency 
containment measures.

Prum ra, a 61-year-old mother, said 
her children’s friends persuaded them 
to try drugs and they became addicted. 

She spoke with a sense of  
urgency in her tone, telling The Post: “It 
is seriously a mess. a lot of people get 
together to use drugs and now children 
are going all-out taking drugs and they 
can buy it so easily. I am very worried 
about my son. even after coming to 
the [drug rehabilitation] centre many 
times, he just keeps using it.”

Im Savath, a 73-year-old Prek Kat 
villager in Takdol commune of Kan-
dal province’s Takhmao town, said 
her community is seeing the same 
trouble due to rising drug use. Drug 
trafficking is widespread and the 
more common it is, the less danger-
ous it seems to children. 

When her son fell into the trap of drug 
addiction, Savath was in pain – both 
emotionally and financially – because 
his habit also cost her a lot of money in 
addition to causing her so much grief.  

She said when her son used drugs, 
he seemed to lose his mind and was 
not able to do any work. 

Worried about her son’s situation, 
Savath sent him to a drug rehabilita-
tion centre.

“Government, please stop all 
drugs trafficking. We can’t have 
people abusing drugs anymore 
for the good of society. 

“No matter whose children they 
are, if they use drugs they will go 
out of their mind. and they are per-
suaded to use them because society 
is full of drugs,” she said.

Vann Thy, a mother of two living 
in  Veal rinh commune of Preah Si-
hanouk province’s Prey Nop district,  
said when she saw the widespread 
drug use in the community with her 
own eyes she  became very worried. 

“before, drugs were hard to find 
out here even if you had money. but 
now as long as you have money, you 
can buy it easily, you can buy it ev-
erywhere.  They sell drugs today like 

they are selling candy,” she said.  
Minister of Interior Sar Kheng 

has also raised concerns about the 
growing drug problem. 

He acknowledged that the num-
ber of drug traffickers arrested and 
prosecuted has increased and yet 
the spread of drugs into the com-
munity has not been reduced.

“We see that there are still problems 
and maybe even bigger problems than 
before ... because the drug market has 
become so widespread,” he said.

according to official police re-
ports, in 2019 police made arrests in 
nearly 10,000 drug-related cases, an 
increase of more than 22 per cent. 
They arrested more than 20,000 sus-
pects, an increase of over 2,000 sus-
pects compared to 2018. 

In 2020, over 10,000 drug crimes 
were busted nationwide leading to 
the detention of more than 20,000 
suspects. More than 3,000kg of 
drugs and related contraband were 
confiscated, the report said.

Hang Pitou, administration office 
director of the DTa rehabilitation 
Drug addiction Treatment Centre, 
told The Post that there are many 
reasons why young people start us-
ing drugs, such as peer pressure. 

He said drugs caused a lot of nega-
tive impacts physically and mentally 
and are harmful to family and society. 

The illegal nature of drugs also led 
to increased robberies and killings 
in the community. He said if drug 
use keeps spreading unchecked it 
could cause social unrest and be-
come impossible to manage. 

according to Pitou, his drug rehabili-
tation centre has nearly 400 patients, 
with the number increasing over time. 
Parents who bring their children for 
treatment are not just from urban areas, 
but also from remote communities.

“In the past, we only saw drugs in 
some towns or slums. but now there 
is wide distribution and use, no mat-
ter how remote it is. If this situation 
continues on this way, the negative 
impacts will cripple society and no 
families will be safe,” he said.

Pitou called on the government to 
step up enforcement efforts, saying 
that instead of just busting the us-
ers, the authorities need to target the 
ringleaders who he said are respon-
sible for trafficking large amounts of 
drugs into the country.

Lay Samean 

T
He apsara National author-
ity (aNa) is going to disman-
tle a makeshift bridge to an 
ancient temple in the middle 

of Srah Srang baray – a reservoir at 
angkor – now that a renovation proj-
ect at the temple has been finished.

To celebrate the completion of the 
renovation project at Kandal Srah 
Srang temple, the aNa held an inau-
gural function on february 22, attend-
ed by Minister of National assembly-
Senate relations and Inspection Men 
Sam an and Minister of Culture and 
fine arts Phoeurng Sackona. 

aNa spokesman Long Kosal told 
The Post on february 25 that be-
cause the temple was surrounded 
by water, the aNa had built a make-
shift bridge to hold the function and 
allow tourists to cross over – but the 
bridge would only be there for two 
weeks and then it will be dismantled 
because originally the temple had 
no bridge.

 “We cannot build new things that 
make unnecessary alterations to the 
area. One of the goals of the heritage 

preservation team is to avoid creat-
ing anything new that could affect 
the historical value of the temples,” 
he said. 

However, he said the aNa is prepar-
ing to put up informational displays 
about the temple so that tourists who 
visit the surrounding shores can learn 
about it from a distance. 

“People who want to visit and 
see it can look at it from a distance 
and learn about Srah Srang Temple 
through the displays we are prepar-
ing that will tell them about its his-
tory,” he said. 

He said that after the inauguration, 
the temple had received a lot of at-
tention from the public. 

The aNa also formally launched 
the operation of an old waterwheel 
that was a key to understanding the 
history of Siem reap province.

“We know that along the Siem 
reap river, in ancient times, people 
had always used the waterwheel – a 
way to collect water to be used for 
industry and agriculture,” he said.

Kosal said this waterwheel was 
built in the 1960s, and it had been 
in bad condition but specialists had 

repaired it and got it working again 
while retaining its original features. 

The specialists from the aNa re-
paired the temple and the water-
wheel in the same manner – without 
making any changes to the original 
constructions. They have just made 
them stronger and more durable in 
order to preserve them. 

according to ancient sources, 
Kandal Srah Srang temple was built 
in the reign of Chantravarman II in 
the middle of the 10th century. Lat-
er, it was renovated by Jayavarman 
VII in the 12th century and dedi-
cated to buddha.  

The waterwheel is 18m long, 12m 
high and 11.6m in diametre and it 
was built in the 1960s in the Sang-
kum reastr Niyum era. 

“While we worked to preserve Srah 
Srang temple – and we conducted 
archaeological excavations to learn 
about the construction style of the 
temple and its foundations – we were 
able to keep the stones around it in 
their original positions. So, the tem-
ple you see here has its original shape 
and does not differ at all from the 
form of the original,” Kosal said.

Makeshift bridge for temple 
on lake opens for two weeks

Srah Srang temple has reopened with a bridge for tourists for two weeks only in Siem Reap on February 22, 2021.  ApsArA Authority



Great strides have 
been made in address-
ing severe flooding 
during rainy season 

due to over-stressed drainage 
systems – Phnom Penh’s peren-
nial problem.

On the confluence of three 
rivers – the Mekong, tonle Sap 
and tonle Bassac – the capital’s 
natural topography leaves it 
susceptible to flooding.

the economic costs were im-
mense, with houses and markets 
submerged, while backed-up 
sewers created an unhygienic 
environment.  

Flood protection and drain-
age infrastructure built during 
the French colonial administra-
tion and later in the 1960s were 
damaged, with poor mainte-
nance during years of conflict 
exacerbating the problem.

the situation was further 
compounded by a rapidly in-
creasing population density and 
the proliferation of high-rise 
buildings.    

to address the problem, 
“Master Plan for Drainage 
Improvement and Flood Control 
in the Municipality of Phnom 
Penh” was formulated from 
1998 to 1999 through the as-
sistance of Japan. 

the Project for Flood Protec-
tion and Drainage Improvement 
in the Municipality of Phnom 
Penh” – spanning nearly two 
decades – was first implemented 
in 2002 under the Japanese 
Grant aid Official Development 
assistance (ODa).

the objective of the project 
is to minimise flooding in the 
capital by improving its drain-
age system. 

the ODa project covered the 
whole of Phnom Penh in four 
phases – the southwest in Phase 
1, the north in Phase 2, the 
southeast in Phase 3, and the 
north and northwest in Phase 4. 

Phase 1 (2002 to 2004) 
In the first phase, in eight 

locations in the southwestern 
part of Phnom Penh, drainage 
sluiceways were installed, with 
ring dykes reinforced to prevent 
flooding.  

Drainage was improved by  
repairing existing drainage  
channels and constructing new  
ones, while a pumping station 
with five drainage pumps were 
also constructed in the area.

rehabilitation work covered 
a drainage channel stretching 
around 4.5km from the Boeung 
Salang Bridge to the New 
Boeung tumpoung Pumping 
Station. 

after the rehabilitation work, 
drainage has improved signifi-
cantly.

Phase 2 (2007 to 2010) 
In northern Phnom Penh 

along the tonle Sap, four 
pumping stations were built to 
discharge excess water into the 
river. 

Underground reservoirs were 

also constructed to temporarily 
store water at each station.

Some 4.4km of pipes were 
installed underground around 
Wat Phnom, Central Market and 
the royal Palace – notoriously 
flood-prone areas in the past. 

the wider new pipes signifi-
cantly improve water flow. 

Phase 3 (2012 to 2015)  
a total of 20.1km of 

drainage pipes were installed 
in eight areas around  Orussey, 
Boeung Keng Kang and tuol 
tumpoung districts under the 
third phase in the southeastern 
part of the capital. a sediment 
chamber was reconstructed to 
the southern side of the royal 
Palace.

In this phase, equipment was 
provided to clean the drainage 
channels regularly, while 

maintenance and management 
training was carried out.  

“Prior to the upgrading of 
the drainage system, residents 
constantly suffered due to 
flooding. Shaped like the bottom 
of a pan, the area frequently 
flooded when it rained, 
especially on St 166.

“However, after the 
rehabilitation works, the 
drainage channel drains water 
within an hour, even with heavy 
rain,” said Orussey 2 Commune 
chief Chan Piseth.

Phase 4 (2019 to 2021)
the ongoing final phase, 

which began in 2019, covers 
two areas in the northern part 
of the city, where flooding had 
been increasing in recent years.

In the northern part of 
the Wat Phnom area, 2.7km 
of drainage pipes are being 
installed, while a pumping 
station and underground 
reservoirs are under 
construction.  

In tuol Kork, around 7km 
of drainage pipes are being 
installed.  

to further improve drainage, 
automatic screen pits are being 
installed at the four drainage 
pumping stations along the 
tonle Sap river constructed in 
Phase 2.  

two mobile drainage pump 
trucks will also be provided.

Srah Chak commune 
chief Chhay thirith said that 
with the adverse impacts of 
flooding having been reduced, 
theJapanese-funded project 
has made a great contribution 

to improving life in the 
community.

“the existing drainage 
system was old and small, so 
when it rained heavily even cars 
were half submerged. 

“the new drainage system 
with the support of Japan means 
water discharges in a short 
period of time. 

“and with garbage no longer 
floating everywhere during 

rainy days, the place is far 
more hygienic now,” he said. 

the drainage built with 
Japanese ODa is helping 
protect Phnom Penh from the 
adverse impacts of flooding. 

and it is the responsibility 
of every citizen to ensure it 
functions effectively, and not 
just the Department of Public 
Works and transport, which 
manages the infrastructure.  
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Japan’s 20-year mission to tackle 
flooding in capital nearing finish 

 The new pump station located at Boeung Tumpoung. supplied 

The Phase 4 underground reservoirs at Wat Phnom northern area. supplied 

Srah Chak Commune chief  Chhay Thirith . supplied
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,840 16,840 17,000 16,820

2 GTI 3,280 3,280 3,290 3,280

3 PAS 13,360 13,300 13,420 13,200

4 PEPC 2,950 2,970 2,970 2,850

5 PPAP 12,800 12,140 13,180 12,100

6 PPSP 1,590 1,600 1,700 1,550

7 PWSA 6,080 6,080 6,080 6,020

Date: February 25, 2021

India trade tumbles 26% in 2020
Hin Pisei

T
He trade value between Cambodia 
and India saw a dramatic 25.81 per 
cent reduction last year to $190.13 
million from 2019’s $256.26 million 

as the Kingdom embarked on a feasibility 
study for a free trade agreement (fTa).

Cambodian exports to India were val-
ued at $61.36 million last year, down 5.12 
per cent year-on-year from $64.67 mil-
lion, while imports fell by 32.97 per cent 
to $128.77 million from $191.59 million in 
2019, Ministry of Commerce data show.

Ministry spokesman Pen Sovicheat told 
The Post on february 25 that trade between 
the two countries had been on a steady up-
ward trajectory prior to the Covid-19 crisis.

With its massive population and the 
burgeoning purchasing power of its 
highly-active consumers, he said India 
offers a vast market of immense poten-
tial with a hefty appetite for merchan-
dise that Cambodia could produce.

He said light-industry and consumer 
goods, agricultural products and a range 
of technological services represented the 
bulk of trade between the two countries.

He added that the Kingdom is working 
closely with Jakarta-based economic re-
search Institute for aSeaN and east asia 
(erIa) on a feasibility study of the merits 
of a bilateral fTa with India.

“With any luck, the closer ties [as a re-
sult of the fTa] will provide a boon for 
Cambodia in the sphere of trade, goods, 
services and investment, as well as tech-
nological exchange,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce vice-
president Lim Heng told The Post last 
month that trade between the two nations 
remains limited, and that with the South 
asian country’s sheer size, massive popula-
tion and thriving technology sector, an fTa 

would benefit Cambodia a great deal.
“Once there is a bilateral trade agree-

ment, it will not only increase the flow of 
trade between the two countries, but will 
also be an opportunity for Cambodia to 
attract internationals to come and invest 
in Cambodia to produce goods that are 
in high-demand in India,” he said.

During a January 18 meeting with 
newly-minted Indian ambassador to 
Cambodia Devyani uttam Khobragade, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen formally asked 
the Indian side to examine the possibil-
ity of a bilateral fTa with the Kingdom.

The prime minister said the prospect 
of organising an expeditious free-trade 
cooperation deal between the two coun-
tries would be a major key to unlock bi-
lateral investment and trade opportuni-

ties and foster stronger relations.
according to Sovicheat, Cambodia ex-

pects to strike an fTa with South Korea 
this year after having reached a similar 
deal with China last year.

The Kingdom is also exploring the idea 
of fTas with the eurasian economic 
union (eaeu) and other countries such 
as australia, New Zealand, Japan, Mon-
golia, Canada, the uK and uS.

Cambodian trade with India was worth 
more than $256 million in 2019, up from 
$205 million in 2018, according to the latest 
figures from the Ministry of foreign affairs 
and International Cooperation.

The Kingdom’s total trade hit $35.80585 
billion last year, inching up 2.52 per cent 
from 2019’s $34.92055 billion, commerce 
ministry statistics show.

NbC, IfC to boost SMe financial access
May Kunmakara

THe National bank of Cambo-
dia (NbC) and the Internation-
al finance Corporation (IfC) 
will join forces on the “Cambo-
dia Supply Chain finance Mar-
ket Development” project and 
expand financial access for the 
Kingdom’s small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMe).

rath Sovannorak, head of NbC’s 
General Directorate of banking 
Supervision, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (Mou) to 
that effect on february 24 at a 
virtual signing ceremony to 
assist the government in its effort 
to improve the environment for 
private sector development, 
NbC said in an announcement.

“Having seen the importance 
of [SMes] in national econom-

ic improvement, this project is 
fully aligned with the key prior-
ity of promoting innovative 
credit products for SMes set in 
the National financial Inclu-
sion Strategy 2019-2025.

“The result of this project will 
serve as a pathway for policy-
setting and improving [the] 
SMe finance ecosystem in Cam-
bodia through strengthening 
regulatory support, enhancing 
market knowledge and practice, 
and developing [a] favourable 
ecosystem,” it said.

federation of associations for 
Small and Medium enterprise 
of Cambodia (faSMeC) presi-
dent Te Taingpor told The Post 
that while financial institutions 
abound throughout the King-
dom, high collateral require-
ments are a major roadblock for 

SMes to access financing for 
their business expansions.

“We welcome any develop-
ment partners and interna-
tional organisations that help 
our local SMes, especially 
when it comes to funding. The 
greater part of our SMes only 
receive limited sums as the 
size of collateral requirements 
from banks or microfinance 
institutions [MfIs] to access 
funds continues to grow.

“I hope that cooperation 
between our central bank and 
IfC will be a new milestone in 
setting simple requirements 
for our SMes to get more fund-
ing,” he said.

The government – through 
Small and Medium enterprise 
bank of Cambodia Plc (SMe 
bank) with a $150 million cap-

ital investment – is making an 
effort to support the King-
dom’s SMes and provide them 
with low-interest loans.

early in april, the Ministry of 
economy and finance rolled 
out its SMes Co-financing 
Scheme (SCfS): a joint venture 
between SMe bank and 23 
commercial banks, two spe-
cialised banks and seven MfIs 
– five of which are microfinance 
deposit-taking institutions.

SMes can borrow $200,000 for 
working capital and $300,000 for 
investment capital, at a seven 
per cent annual interest rate and 
a four year period of payment, the 
ministry said. “The collateral 
depends on the criteria of the 
financial institution. all SMes can 
apply for a loan but they must be 
registered with the ministry.”

Cambodian exports to India were valued at $61.36 million last year, down 5.12 per cent year-on-year. 
HENG CHIVOAN

The government has shifted its focus on the concepts of digital 
government and the creation of digital citizens. HONG MENEA

Digital businesses urged to 
register at telecoms ministry
Thou Vireak

MINISTer of Posts and Tele-
communications Chea Van-
deth on february 24 encour-
aged budding digital 
entrepreneurs to register for 
licences and receive technical 
support, training and “encour-
agement” from the ministry.

The minister made the 
remark at a meeting held at the 
ministry that discussed a draft 
sub-decree on the “manage-
ment and encouragement” of 
new digital businesses.

He said the meeting sought 
to determine the mechanisms, 
rules and procedures concern-
ing recognition, encourage-
ment, facilitation and training 
for new digital businesses.

These, he said, will promote 
entrepreneurship and innovation 
in the fields of telecommunica-
tions and information and com-
munication technology (ICT) and 
foster the creation of businesses 
that serve to develop the digital 
socioeconomic ecosystem.

“The draft sub-decree also 
encourages those wishing to 
apply for recognition as a dig-
ital business to submit an 
application to the ministry free 
of service fees,” Vandeth said.

He said the draft legislation 
would encourage new high-
potential digital businesses to 
register and fulfil their obliga-
tions in accordance with appli-
cable laws so that they may 
continue to run and expand 
their businesses.

“I hope that through this draft 
sub-decree, newly-established 
digital businesses will help pro-
mote entrepreneurial develop-
ment and innovation in the 
fields of telecommunications 
and [ICT] in Cambodia through 
to fruition,” Vandeth said.

Super app Technology Plc 
founder Path Chamnan noted 
that the government as of late 
had shifted its focus on the con-
cepts of digital government and 
the creation of digital citizens.

“Government encourage-
ment will help us grow our 
businesses faster and the pri-
vate sector will be all the more 
confident in pursuing our mis-
sion to further develop the dig-
ital business scene,” he said.

Chamnan stressed the 
importance of cooperation 
between the state and the pri-
vate sector in promoting 
national economic growth 
against the backdrop of the 
digital-driven industry 4.0.

“In the modern technological 
age, the use of digital industry 4.0 
methods in business will hasten 
economic growth more than 
heavy industry could, and the 
development of digital busi-
nesses will help promote nation-
al products to a wider interna-
tional market,” he said.

The government is also draft-
ing a 2021-2035 policy frame-
work for Cambodia’s evolving 
digital socioeconomic environ-
ment that optimally facilitates 
economic growth, according to 
a recent press release.

The framework focuses on 
five major priorities – develop-
ing digital infrastructure, foster-
ing digital trust and confidence, 
creating digital citizens, build-
ing the digital government and 
promoting digital businesses.

The release said the frame-
work is designed to respond to 
the global trends of Industry 4.0 
and the digital transformation 
that is taking place across region-
al economies and beyond, now 
more so than ever with Covid-19 
underscoring their growing 
potential to propel development 
and economic growth.

It added that the framework 
sets forth a vision for building 
a vibrant digital economy and 
society by laying the founda-
tions for digital adoption and 
transformation across society, 
businesses, people and the 
state to generate fresh econom-
ic growth momentum and pro-
mote social welfare under the 
“new normal” perspective.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,080 1.2488 6.4502 106.13 4.0395 1.3172 30.14 0.7992 1.2214 1.4163
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airport eyes adding long-haul flights VN exports to 
australia grow 
62% in JanuaryThou Vireak

S
IHaNOuK International 
airport’s operator is eyeing 
potential new direct, long-
haul routes to europe and 

the Middle east to bring a new wave 
of overseas visitors and increase  
aviation’s contribution to coastal 
Preah Sihanouk province’s economy.

This is according to Cambodia 
airports communications and pub-
lic relations director Khek Norinda 
and comes just four months after 
the airport’s runway extension and 
renovation was completed.

Norinda told The Post that the 
runway had been extended from 
2,550m to 3,300m and can now ac-
commodate Code e category wide-
bodied aircraft such as airbus a350s 
and boeing b777s.

He said a new LeD airfield light-
ing system was also installed to re-
duce the airport’s carbon footprint 
and that the entire project had been 
completed on October 13.

“upgrading the infrastructure will 
be instrumental in connecting Si-
hanoukville to more remote destina-
tions in europe and the Middle east 
… and in further developing Cambo-
dia’s coastal regions,” Norinda said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial gover-
nor Kuoch Chamroeun noted that 
a new taxiway is currently under 
construction.

“I hope that the taxiway will be 
completed early next year. It’ll help 
attract more investment and devel-
opment in the province,” he said, 
adding that the airport is one of 
Cambodia’s longest-running.

State Secretariat of Civil aviation 
(SSCa) spokesman Sin Chanserey-
vutha said Cambodia airports is 

working on upgrades for the ter-
minal, as outlined in the operator’s 
two-phased master plan.

The terminal will be able to han-
dle 13 planes by the end of Phase I 
in 2030 and 19 as Phase II comes to 
a close in 2040, he said.

“With the runway extension, [the 
terminal] will be able to accommo-
date 3.6 million passengers in the 
first phase and that’ll increase to 
five million in the second phase by 
2040,” Chansereyvutha said.

Norinda added that with global travel 
restrictions and strict requirements for 
entry into Cambodia still in place, pas-

senger traffic through the Kingdom’s 
three international airports has taken 
a huge hit, especially from China.

The number of passengers travel-
ling by air to Cambodia plummeted 
81.3 per cent last year from 2019, ac-
cording to him.

The Kingdom’s international air-
ports welcomed 11.6 million pas-
sengers in 2019, a 10.2 per cent year-
on-year hike from 2018, according 
to a Cambodia airports report.

However, the figures for 2019’s fourth 
quarter weren’t so rosy, with the num-
ber of passengers from October to 
December decreasing by 3.1 per cent 

compared to the same months in 2018.
In 2019, the Phnom Penh Interna-

tional airport surpassed the six-mil-
lion passenger mark for the first time, 
with a passenger growth recorded at 
11.2 per cent, said the report.

Sihanouk International airport saw 
even more remarkable growth, with 
passengers growing by a whopping 
158 per cent. The airport welcomed 
1.6 million passengers last year.

Siem reap International airport, 
in contrast, saw a decline of 12.3 per 
cent in the number of passengers, 
with just 3.9 million people passing 
through the airport that year.

VIeTNaMeSe exports to australia hit 
$392 million last month, growing 62.08 
per cent over the same period last year, 
statistics from the General Depart-
ment of Vietnam Customs showed.

Two-way turnover between Viet-
nam and australia is estimated at 
nearly $873 million, a year-on-year 
increase of 39.92 per cent.

In addition to telephones, many 
items exported to australia in-
creased last month.

Seafood surged by 106.09 per cent, 
wood and wood products up 69.95 per 
cent, toys and parts 218.11 per cent, tex-
tiles 62.72 per cent, footwear 72.47 per 
cent, electric wires and cables 329.68 
per cent, plastics materials more than 
900 per cent, agricultural products and 
vegetables 37.16 per cent.

During the Lunar New year, Viet-
namese goods for the holiday sold 
well at asian supermarkets and oth-
er supermarkets across australia.

although the australian market re-
duced global import by 5.14 per cent 
last year, exports from Vietnam to 
australia still grew by 2.65 per cent.

The Vietnam Trade Office in aus-
tralia has closely followed australia’s 
economic recovery plan based on 
the needs of australian businesses 
in the context of trade tensions to 
connect trade and promote export.

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said that in addition to the 
Online International exhibition of 
Vietnamese Goods 2021 to be held 
in australia this year, many promo-
tional events would be hosted by 
the Vietnam Trade Office in austra-
lia each month. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 
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Digital Chinese renminbi 
undergoing development
Continued from page 1

international trade settlement 
and capital market transac-
tions, according to the PbOC 
Digital Currency Institute.

The project will explore 
capabilities pertaining to dis-
tributed ledger technology, a 
fundamental technology of 
cryptocurrency such as the 
bitcoin, by developing a proof-
of-concept prototype, to facil-
itate real-time cross-border 
foreign exchange payment-
versus-payment transactions 
in a multijurisdictional con-
text and on a 24/7 basis. It will 
also explore cases in cross-
border trade using both 
domestic and foreign curren-
cies, the statement said.

yang Dong, executive dean of 
the blockchain Institute of the 
renmin university of China in 
beijing, told China Daily on 
Wednesday that the m-CbDC 
bridge project intends to explore 
multilateral cooperation of dig-
ital currencies developed in dif-
ferent countries, and the PbOC 
move will have a significant effect.

It will help improve the digital 
renminbi, or e-CNy, which is 
currently undergoing tests in 
some places in China, and also 
help in its broader use, said yang.

This multilateral project will 
also strengthen regional eco-
nomic cooperation, as some of 
its guidelines are linked to the 
belt and road Initiative, which 
includes economies in South-
east asia that have strong trade 

ties with China. So the project 
will help achieve digital cur-
rency exchanges and enable 
freer cross-border floats in the 
region. based on that, central 
banks can explore the public-
private partnership model for 
digital currency, yang said.

In addition, the project will 
promote the internationalisa-
tion of e-CNy, as it will provide 
a “window period” to intro-
duce China’s digital legal ten-
der overseas, he said.

before the project, the HKMa 
and the bank of Thailand con-
ducted a joint research project 

named “Project Inthanon-Li-
onrock” in the fourth quarter 
of 2019 to study the application 
of central bank digital currency 
for cross-border payments. 
based on its current efforts, the 
m-CbDC bridge project will 
see further development.

The HKMa has unveiled 
plans to bring banks and large 
corporates including HKeX 
into CbDC trials and extend 
the architecture to a multi-
CbDC platform.

experts expect the project 
and its successive innovation 
to address “pain points” in 
cross-border financing and 
how it is applied to the busi-

ness world. These pain points 
include cost inefficiencies and 
the complex regulations relat-
ed to transferring money from 
one country to another.

Mathee Supapongse, deputy 
governor of the bOT, said ear-
lier that the design and some 
key findings “have added new 
dimensions to central bank 
communities’ studies on cross-
border funds transfer area”.

Zhou Xiaochuan, former 
governor of the PbOC, said 
during a seminar recently that 
digital currencies should be 
used in cross-border trade 

based on retail sales and need 
to respect the various policies 
and regulations in different 
countries, including monetary, 
foreign exchange policies and 
currency exchange and remit-
tance regulations.

economies in east asia and 
the aSeaN region are relative-
ly active in developing digital 
currencies, where the regula-
tory environment and the 
level of development in each 
country are quite different, 
said Zhou. “Given this situa-
tion, China can steadily and 
slowly push forward the dig-
ital currency development.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Participants pose for a photo at the ceremony inaugurating the runway expansion at Sihanouk International Airport. SUPPLIED

Given this situation, china 
can steadily and slowly  

push forward the digital 
currency development
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T
HE future of the Cambodi-
an oil sector rests squarely 
on KrisEnergy Ltd’s shoul-
ders, a promise it has had to 

make good since 2013.
Just under a decade last year with 

the first extraction three days shy of 
the December 31 deadline to produce 
or risk contract cancellation, it fulfilled 
the pledge after overcoming hurdles.

The hurdles consisted of regula-
tory and operational issues, as well 
as a protracted and steep oil price 
downturn since 2014 and the Covid-
19 pandemic.

“It resulted in the adjustment [of our] 
initial development plan to a prototype 
phase to reduce costs … these factors 
extended the timeline of the project,” 
said a spokesperson of KrisEnergy, 
who chose to remain anonymous.

On the face of it, a drawn-out de-
bate on the viability of Cambodia’s 
oil sector has eased – a small mercy 
for the upstream oil and gas player, 
and the government, having under-
gone years of widespread criticism.

Yet, the jury is out on its long-term 
sustainability as challenges includ-
ing external headwinds and the ab-
sence of an onsite refinery continue 
to unfold in the background.

This leaves the debuting oil ven-
ture, which has been mired by 
countless delays and internal strife 
with the resignations of top direc-
tors, and tanking crude oil prices, 
with a greater plea to survive.

To be sure, KrisEnergy has pro-
duced 41,000 barrels of oil in the first 
33 days of extraction of oil on Mini 
Phase 1A of the Apsara oil field on 
Block A, spanning 3,083 square kilo-
metres over the Gulf of Thailand.

This was announced by a jubilant 
Prime Minister Hun Sen on Febru-
ary 1, calling it a blessing.

But there is some way to go for the 
loss-making Singapore Exchange 
(SGX)-listed entity before it can re-
turn to the black.

As it stands, KrisEnergy, which has 
working interests in 10 contract ar-
eas in Asia has been reporting losses 
since going public in 2013, with a 
$476.8 million debt-restructuring 
scheme underway.

According to its latest filing on the 
SGX, net loss expanded year-on-year 
to $201.1 million for the financial 
year ended December 31, 2020 (FY20) 
from $168.9 million net loss in FY19.

Revenue in FY20 contracted 64.1 
per cent to $45.4 million from $126.5 
million a year ago because of lower 
prices and sales volume.

Total debt stood at $578.8 million, 
pushing up its gearing to 248.7 per cent.

The debt includes the $87 million 

capital expenditure for Apsara that 
was loaned by Kepinvest Singapore 
Private Ltd, a wholly-owned subsid-
iary of KrisEnergy’s majority share-
holder Keppel Corp Ltd.

“Miniscule but good start”
Understandably, the oil and gas 

sector is risk-prone due to produc-
tion volatility and vulnerability to 
market forces, two main causes that 
influence global crude oil pricing.

Often, this results in industry play-
ers being highly geared to ensure 
continued operation and mainte-
nance while cushioning demand 
and supply and pricing pressure.

Although, presently analysts ex-
pect the rally on oil pricing to extend 
on the back of rising demand.

At the time of writing, Brent futures 
gained 29.7 per cent at $67.09 per bar-
rel in a year whereas light sweet crude 
West Texas Intermediate rose 34.3 per 
cent to $63.25 a barrel, a huge up-
swing from teetering levels last year.

If this trend continues, a bounty 
might be in the offing for KrisEnergy 
and the government.

In fact, the government has rough-
ly calculated an annual revenue of 
$30 million if oil prices hover above 
$55 per barrel.

It could be more on the pretext 

that crude oil prices increase, a 2015 
independent report by Canada-
based Resources for Development 
Consulting on the prospects of oil 
revenue for Cambodia showed.

The report stated that if full devel-
opment of the second phase takes 
off, total government revenue over 
the project’s lifespan could range be-
tween $630 million, at a barrel cost of 
$70, and $1 billion ($90 per barrel).

Early estimates shared by Minister 
of Mines and Energy Suy Sem over 
three weeks ago revealed that the 
mini phase might be able to guaran-
tee a minimum output of between 
7,000 and 7,500 barrels daily.

It is “miniscule”, he was quoted 
as saying, adding that it might not 
leave a profound impact but was 
nevertheless a “good start” for the 
industry in Cambodia.

After the crippling effect on the 
economy because of Covid-19, with 
the wind taken out of the tourism 
sector and garment, textile and foot-
wear manufacturing sector, a diver-
sification in the revenue stream is 
timely.

Even more so with the 20 per cent 
loss of the EU’s Everything but Arms 
tariff scheme, applied to some €1 
billion worth of Cambodian exports 
as of August 12 last year.

Separately, Jason Yek, a senior Asia 
country risk analyst with Fitch Solu-
tions Inc opined that the impact on 
exports and revenue due to the loss 
has not been that significant so far.

However, it influenced garment 
players to re-orient their supply 
chains away from the EU and to-
wards the US while China ramped up 
investments into the non-garment 
manufacturing space in Cambodia.

“… probably to supply back to its 
own market,” he said, adding that this 
would support Cambodia’s exports 
in years to come. “The broader mar-
ket outlook is also constructive with 
global growth and trade flows both 
anticipated to see recoveries in 2021.”

Absent refinery plant
Meanwhile, the absence of a refin-

ery, which was to be built by Cambo-
dian Petrochemical Co with Chinese 
interest at a cost of $2 billion on the 
Sihanoukville coast, could eat into 
the earnings of the state.

Co-refinery partner Sinomach Chi-
na Perfect Machinery Industry Corp 
is said to have retreated from the 
project due to financial problems. 

However, several Chinese parties 
are showing interest in building the 
refinery, which initially broke ground 
in May 2017, but there has been no 
update on new investors yet.

Drilling for hope - Can Apsara oil rescue 
KrisEnergy and fuel Cambodia’s economy?
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The Kingdom’s 
maiden oil project 
has two roles to 
play - to save a 
bleeding firm and 
to grow an eco-
nomy

An artist impression of the Mini Phase 1A development. Supplied
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It was supposed to process between 

two and five million tonnes of oil 
per year.

“For over 10 years, the tentative 
project has been in doldrums due to 
an internal disagreement among part-
ners,” said David Van, public-private 
partnership senior associate of invest-
ment firm Platform Impact Co Ltd.

He opined that Cambodia’s output 
of oil might not justify such heavy 
capital investment unless it has the 
ability to compete efficiently with 
neighbouring refinery facilities in 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

“Honestly, that is a long shot. There-
fore, Cambodia would need to export 
its crude to those facilities and import 
back the refined oil,” Van said.

Another view is that the oil produced 
might not even prompt the need for a 
refinery as the production is small.

“I think the oilfield and importing 
refined products into the country 
are two different things,” said Refin-
itiv Oil Research (Asia) director Yaw 
Yan Chong.

“Even if there are plans for one [re-
finery], I doubt that crude output of 
7,500 barrels per day would be suf-
ficient to meet all of the country’s 
needs,” he told The Post via email. 
It could mean that oil imports will 
likely continue, albeit at a lower 
quantum.

A series of questions to Cheap 
Sour, director-general of the Ministry 
of Mines and Energy’s General De-
partment of Petroleum, did not elicit 
much reply. However, Sour did con-
firm that there is no progress on the 
contruction of a refinery. “No activity 
at all,” he stressed.

According to Fitch Solutions se-
nior oil and gas analyst Peter Lee, not 
having a refinery exposes Cambo-
dia to effects of international price 
swings, and potential bottlenecks in 
logistics chains and deliveries.

It also risks placing national en-
ergy supply security in the hands of 
others, neither of which are ideal.

That being said, Chinese interest 
into the infrastructure space has 
been growing, and could “very well 
see progress” at the proposed, stalled 
refinery renewed, if not another new 
build, in the coming months, he told 
The Post via email.

In addition, the regional market 
for fuels is crowded, and is expected 
to become even more so in the next 
few years, as more markets add re-
fining capacities of their own.

“This should keep prices relatively 
low, easing the import burden asso-
ciated with direct fuel purchases for 
Cambodia if needed,” Lee said.

Going concern uncertainty
Circling back to KrisEnergy, there 

is more is at stake in staying afloat, 
particularly with some level of stress 
in its Thailand, Vietnam and Bangla-
desh operations.

The anxiety is obvious, as revealed 
in its annual report 2020 where it ac-
knowledges being “over-geared” and 
“under-equitised” while undergoing 
a restructuring process.

It reiterated its auditors’ view that 
there is material uncertainty over 
the group’s ability to continue as a 
going concern.

All these have perhaps made the 
Cambodian project its single-most 
important task to sustain long-term.

According to the KrisEnergy spokes-
person, the group considers Block A 
to be its “most important near-term 
development project” given the size 
of the concession, the 95 per cent 
working interest and operatorship.

It is coupled with KrisEnergy’s 
potential to multiply future assets, 
phases of development, as well as 
the ability to control the timing of 
future developments.

“Block A is anticipated to be the 
asset that will generate the most 
revenue after it is developed, pri-
marily because the company’s other 

producing assets are mature [while] 
Block A’s growth potential is relative-
ly higher,” the spokesperson said.

Presently, it is undertaking a re-
organisation of its liabilities to ease 
the stress on its balance sheet.

“[Because] we believe that Block A 
will be a cornerstone asset, [we] de-
cided to focus [our] energy and limit-
ed financial resources on progressing 
the development of the concession.

“The announced asset divest-
ments or relinquishment in Indo-
nesia, Vietnam and Bangladesh are 
for exploration assets which do not 
generate any revenue,” the spokes-
person explained.

Initially possessing 25 per cent 
interest, it acquired operatorship 
of the Apsara oilfield block when it 
bought out Chevron Corp’s subsid-
iary Chevron Overseas Petroleum 
(Cambodia) Ltd’s 30 per cent inter-
est at $65 million in October 2014.

Back in 2005, Chevron Cambo-
dia discovered an oil reserve of 400 
million barrels in the Cambodian 
waters off the disputed overlapping 
claims area (OCA) in the Gulf of 
Thailand.

Two years later, Japanese Mitsui 
Oil Exploration Co Ltd and South 
Korean GS Energy Corp, the original 
joint venture partners, transferred 
their shares of 28 per cent and 14.25 
per cent, respectively, to KrisEnergy.

This pushed up the Singapore com-
pany’s stake in the production sharing 
agreement, which it signed in 2017, 
to 95 per cent, with the government 
holding the remaining five per cent.

No actual reason was ever prof-
fered by Chevron Cambodia when 
it disposed of its stake, which it held 
for 10 years since 2004, and having 
supposedly spent about $160 mil-
lion to assess the commercial viabil-
ity of the block.

Then-Chevron Cambodia spokes-
man Alex Yelland did not respond to a 
request to be interviewed when asked.

The only indications can be 
gleaned from news articles that 
mentioned a break down in the deal 
with the government due to a lack 
of consensus over regulatory terms 
including an upward revision on 
taxes.

Interestingly, its exit coincided 
with oil prices coming off historic 
highs that extended from 2012.

While Chevron started off Cambo-
dia in this sector, it should be noted 
that are 19 blocks altogether on the 
Khmer Basin, seven of which are 
occupied, Fitch Solutions said last 
June.

There could be more. Talks about 
a joint oil exploration in the OCA 

between Cambodia and Thailand 
in the Gulf of Thailand, for which 
a memorandum of understanding 
was signed back in 2001, is expected 
to resume once the virus pandemic 
subsides. “The OCA is believed to 
contain about 400 to 500 million 
barrels of oil reserves in place,” it 
noted.

Fast forward to now, experts re-
cently divulged that Block A’s 1p 
(proven) reserves of 4.18 million 
barrels of oil around is expected to 
last for only 10 years.

According to KrisEnergy’s 2020 
annual report, all five wells in Mini 
Phase 1A had been drilled but the 
initial production rates are less than 
the initial peak forecast rate of 7,500 
barrels of production per day.

However, optimisation of produc-
tion continues. It added that more 
pressure and production data are 
required for further assessment to 
determine reservoir characteristics 
before clarity on a sustainable pro-
duction rate and achievable vol-
umes can be made available.

KrisEnergy spokesperson said 
there is potential in six other areas 
in the Block A licence, which have 
yet to be explored and appraised.

“The assessment of reserves and re-
sources is governed by a series of tech-
nical parameters at a specific time and 
at a given oil or gas price,” they added.

The production from the mini 
phase would be considered in the 

annual reserves and resource assess-
ment for the fiscal year ending 2021.

“Give them credit”
Going forward, questions surround 

the viability of the project, given the 
setbacks that could drag both KrisEn-
ergy and Cambodia down.

“At 7,500 barrels per day of output, it 
is modest to say the least,” Refinitiv’s 
Yaw said, particularly when compared 
to Saudi Arabia which has the capacity 
to produce 10 million barrels per day.

“So it’s safe to say that Cambodia 
isn’t going to become a major oil-
producing nation any time soon.

“That said, from the perspective 
of the country and its government, 
the oil production will bring some 
revenue and help to diversify its in-
comes sources, which can only be a 
good thing,” Yaw said.

Still, there is the challenge emanat-
ing from the transition to electric ve-
hicles with a first wave expected in 10 
years, he cautioned, adding that crude 
demand would naturally decline.

“That Chevron and other major oil 
companies opted not to participate 
the project, and that it was saddled 
with issues for years, would signal 
that Apsara isn’t exactly the most-
sought after project,” he noted.

Similarly, Fitch Solutions viewed that 
Cambodia remains as one of the riski-
est upstream oil and gas markets in the 
Asia-Pacific. It said in spite indications 
of hydrocarbons within its geology, 

noted by “favourable thermal condi-
tions and successful discoveries” in 
nearby Thailand and Vietnam, foreign 
firms have largely steered clear of in-
vesting in Cambodia’s oil and gas.

Unlike its regional neighbours 
with established oil and gas indus-
tries, Cambodia is a frontier market, 
having only adopted its first Petro-
leum Law in July 2019, after more 
than two decades of delays.

“While the law is intended to gov-
ern all domestic oil and gas activi-
ties, lack of any precedent means it 
remains uncertain how individual 
provisions of the law will be imple-
mented in practice.

“Cambodia held bidding rounds in 
1991 and 1998, though subsequent 
contract negotiations were blem-
ished by little transparency and alle-
gations of corruption. There is little 
evidence that such issues have been 
eradicated since,” it wrote.

Conversely, KH Khmer C-Mall Co 
Ltd CEO Tommy Christensen ad-
vised that both KrisEnergy and the 
government should be given time.

For KrisEnergy, he said, it has to 
look out for many “moving parts” 
such as transport, logistics, spare 
parts and safety, and as a grass-root 
facility, meaning built from scratch, 
it faces pressure from all sides. 

Additionally, there is no certainty on 
the quality of the crude oil, which makes 
it difficult to set the price and deter-
mine operating expenditure in future.

“[Nevertheless] it will [sustain] 
and they will get a footprint to con-
tinue. Brent crude price is on its way 
up these days. I guess it will end at 
$75 per barrel,” said Christensen, 
who has vast experience in the oil 
and gas sector.

Based on his calculations, the 
group’s revenue could amount to 
$418,000 a day if production from 
five wells comes up to 7,500 barrels 
a day and Brent crude prices stood 
around $55.80 per barrel.

In three to five years, revenue 
could hit $11.2 million a day, assum-
ing Brent crude price stays in the 
$55 range, and an average of 201,600 
barrels of oil a day is produced from 
seven platforms of 168 wells.

“So you see, revenue can grow 
from an estimated $400,000 to $11.2 
million a day, but there are so many 
factors at play,” he said.

He added that by the end of 2021, 
KrisEnergy would be in position to 
predict its plans going forward as 
there will be results from the trial 
wells and how to scale up.

“Try not to attack [them] but give 
them credit for the hard work [as] 
there are many challenges [including] 
Covid-19 as there were many proce-
dures to follow,” Christensen said.

 Fiscal System for Block A Offshore 

 
SOURCE: Oil revenue prospects for Cambodia-An economic analysis of Block 
A offshore (Report by Resources for Development Consulting, 2015)



10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  FEBRUARY 26, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus corporate responsibility

Wing (Cambodia) 
Limited Spe-
cialised Bank has 
been recognised 

with three awards for its com-
mitment to its employees in 
2020 throughout the chal-
lenges posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Such recognition is testament 
to the relentless efforts of Wing 
to foster the best workplace for 
its staff even under the most 
challenging of circumstances. 

“The safety of our team is 
our top priority. While 2020 
brought many challenges for us 
with the adverse effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we laid out 
various measures to ensure our 
employees are able to fulfil their 
tasks safely,” Wing’s human 
resources director Lao Sheang 
Hai said.

in acknowledgement of 
these efforts, Wing received 
the “Cambodia’s Best Employer 
Brand Award 2020” at the 14th 
Employer Branding Awards 
hosted by the Employer Brand-
ing institute, the World HRD 

Congress and the Stars of the 
industry group. 

it was also recognised with 
the “Asia’s Best Employer 
Brand” award during a virtual 
ceremony hosted by the World 
HRD Congress at its 11th annual 
ceremony in October.

And Wing was recently hon-
oured with the HR Asia “Best 
Companies to Work for in Asia 
2020” award for its commit-
ment to its employees. 

Wing, along with Cellcard, 
received the award from HR 
Asia magazine, one of the top 
publishers in the industry. 

The award covers China, 
Hong Kong, indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore,  
South Korea, Thailand and Viet-
nam, as well as the Middle East.

Since last year, in tandem 
with government efforts to 
combat the spread of Covid-19 

in Cambodia, Wing employees 
have been encouraged to work 
from home to maintain social 
distancing. 

For in-office work, the 
company provides free face 
masks and hand sanitiser, and 
has from last year implemented 
regular health checks and daily 
surveys.

As well as these measures 
specifically related to Covid-19, 
Wing has also continued  

investing in the development  
of its staff.

Wing has spent more than 
2,000 hours training its profes-
sionals in the past year alone. 

All staff, whether newly 
hired or long-standing em-
ployees, are encouraged to 
join online training, including 
various courses relevant to daily 
work and their longer-term self-
development.  

Every year, Wing creates 

opportunities for students from 
a number of higher education 
institutions to join an internship 
programme and gain valuable, 
hands-on experience. 

As a testament to its 
workplace culture, 76 per 
cent of Wing interns in 2020 
progressed to become full-time 
employees.

“Wing has always been com-
mitted to providing employ-
ees with the best experience, 

something we provide through 
empathy and nurturing talent. 

“We’re always focused on 
rewarding employees with 
opportunities that result in ben-
efits for them, the business and 
the broader community,” said 
Wing CEO Manu Rajan.

Community care is rooted 
in the heart of Wing’s 
corporate philosophy, engaging 
employees with an a range of 
social responsibility activities, 
he added. 

Last year alone, Wing has 
held a fundraising initiative for 
tour guides and tuk-tuk drivers 
struggling from the economic 
effects of Covid-19 prevention 
measures, and helped fund the 
Angkor Hospital for Children in 
Siem Reap province. 

it also sponsored the 
rebuilding of a road in 
Kampong Speu province and 
assisted Cambodian workers in 
South Korea. 

Cambodia’s leading mobile 
banking services provider 
hosted an employee blood 
donation drive and partnered 
with Smile Cambodia to provide 
free surgery for people with 
cleft lips. 

it also donated laptops 
and educational resources to 
children at the Full gospel 
Assembly Child Care Center 
Cambodia in Kampong Speu 
province, and raised donations 
from the public to support 
the government initiative to 
purchase Covid-19 vaccines. 

Wing was also instrumental 
in disbursing the Social Protec-
tion Fund to underprivileged  
people as part of a government 
initiative through the Ministry 
of Social Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilitation. 

Wing’s strong commitment to employees 
in 2020 earns three international awards

Wing staff pose with trophies and certificate the company won last year. SUPPLIED The ‘Best Companies to Work For in Asia 2020’ award. SUPPLIED

Trees are planted as part of a Wing project in Kampong Speu province. SUPPLIED

Wing CEO Manu Rajan (centre) attends the opening of a repaired road in Kampong Speu province. SUPPLIED

Wing held the ‘Save Life, Give Blood’ drive in 2020. SUPPLIED

Cambodia’s leading mobile 
banking services provider has 
been internationally awarded for 
the care it has provided its staff 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.



11THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  26, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

world

australia’s parliament passed 
landmark legislation on february 25 
requiring global digital giants to pay 
for local news content, in a move 
closely watched around the world.

the law passed easily after a last-
gasp deal that watered down bind-
ing rules facebook and Google had 
fiercely opposed in return for the 
tech giants agreeing to pay local me-
dia companies.

the new law paves the way for 
Google and facebook to invest tens 
of millions of dollars in local con-
tent deals, and could prove a model 
for resolving the firms’ tussles with 
regulators worldwide. 

Google will now pay for news con-
tent that appears on its “showcase” 
product and facebook is expected 
to pay providers who appear on its 
“News” product, which is to be rolled 
out in australia later this year.

regulators had accused the com-
panies, who dominate online adver-
tising, of draining cash away from 
traditional news organisations while 
using their content for free.

big tech firms had fiercely op-
posed the legislation from the out-
set, fearing it would threaten their 
business models.

in particular, the companies ob-
jected to rules that made negotia-

tions with media companies man-
datory and gave an independent 
australian arbiter the right to im-
pose a monetary settlement.

that prospect was dramatically 
reduced by last-minute government 
amendments.

treasurer Josh frydenberg said 
in a statement: “importantly, the 
code encourages parties to under-
take commercial negotiations out-
side the code and the government 
is pleased to see progress by both 
Google and more recently facebook 
in reaching commercial arrange-
ments with australian news media 
businesses.”

Google was also keen to avoid 
creating a precedent that platforms 
should pay anyone for links, some-
thing that could make their flagship 
search engine unworkable.

facebook – which is much less re-
liant on news content – had initially 
said being forced to pay for news 
was simply not worth it and shut 
down access to news content for its 
australian users.

‘Public interest journalism’
the government said the law, 

called the News Media and Digital 
Platforms Mandatory bargaining 
Code, would ensure that news busi-

nesses “are fairly remunerated for 
the content they generate, helping 
to sustain public interest journalism 
in australia”.

facebook and Google now have 
an additional two months to reach 
further agreements that would stave 
off binding arbitration.

Google has already brokered deals 
worth millions of dollars with local 
media companies, including the two 
largest – rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corp and Nine entertainment.

facebook on february 23 lifted a 
site-wide ban on australian news, 
introduced in protest at the law, and 
announced its first proposed deal 
with australian media company 
seven West.

both facebook and Google have 
said they will invest around $1 bil-
lion each in news around the world 
over the next three years.

Critics of the law say it punishes 
innovative companies and amounts 
to a money-grab by struggling – but 
politically connected – traditional 
media.

tech insiders see the legislation as 
driven, in particular, by rupert Mur-
doch’s News Corp, which dominates 
the local media landscape and has 
close ties with australia’s conserva-
tive government.

Nick Clegg, head of global affairs, 
on february 25 said the original 
draft of the law would have forced 
facebook to pay “potentially unlim-
ited amounts of money to multina-
tional media conglomerates under 
an arbitration system that deliber-
ately misdescribes the relationship 
between publishers and facebook”.

thousands of journalism jobs and 

scores of news outlets have been 
lost in australia alone over the past 
decade as the sector watched ad-
vertising revenue flow to the digital 
players. 

for every a$100 (us$80) spent by 
australian advertisers today, a$49 
goes to Google and a$24 to face-
book, according to the country’s 
competition watchdog. afp

eu leaders feel mounting pressure 
over handling of Covid pandemic

Oz passes landmark law requiring tech firms to pay for news

uN chief 
will host 
Cyprus 
meetinge

u leaDers were set 
to meet on february 
25 under pressure to 
speed up europe’s 

coronavirus vaccine rollout, 
and divided over border clo-
sures and what introducing 
vaccine travel certificates 
could mean.

the video summit for the 
leaders of the 27-nation bloc 
comes a year into the Covid-19 
crisis, as most of the eu is expe-
riencing a second wave of cases 
– or a third wave for some – that 
stubbornly won’t diminish.

and the member states now 
face outbreaks of more con-
tagious variants from britain 
and south africa.

brussels has warned six gov-
ernments, including Germany’s, 
about unilateral border restric-
tions, while tourist-dependent 
countries are piling on the pres-
sure to lift travel barriers in time 
for summer vacations.

after a sluggish start to the 
eu vaccination rollout – large-
ly because the eu’s plan was 
dependent on the vaccine 
from drugs giant astraZeneca, 
which under-delivered – eu-
ropean capitals hope supplies 
will surge from april as Pfizer-
bioNtech and Moderna ramp 
up production.

a one-shot vaccine by John-
son & Johnson could also be 
approved by mid-March.

european Commission chief 
ursula von der leyen told the 
German regional daily Augs-
burger Allgemeine that, despite 
the friction with astraZeneca, 
“vaccine manufacturers are our 

partners in this pandemic”.
Her goal is to have 70 per 

cent of adults in the eu vac-
cinated by mid-september.

Just four per cent of the 
bloc’s 450 million people 
have received at least one jab, 
according to an afP tally of 
official figures – and only two 
per cent have been fully vac-
cinated with two jabs. 

but thoughts are already 
turning to vaccine certificates.

several eu officials and 
diplomats warned on febru-
ary 24 that, while they back a 
verifiable vaccination record, 
it is too early to look at using 
“vaccine passports” to permit 
easier travel.

One senior eu diplomat told 
journalists: “We still do not 
have advice from the health 
authorities [about] what the 
vaccine does and does not do 
– Can you still contaminate 
others if you have been vac-
cinated? i don’t know.

“What happens to those who 
have not been vaccinated? 
What procedure do they have 
to go through to be able to en-
ter a country? i think this is still 
under discussion.”

france and Germany, no-
tably, are opposed, fearing a 
travel schism between a mi-
nority of vaccinated haves 
and a majority of unvaccinat-
ed have-nots.

However, preliminary eu 
talks have already started 
with the international air 
travel association (iata), 
which is about to launch its 
iata travel Pass, an app that 
stores vaccine data.

Meanwhile Greece has indi-
cated it is ready to move faster 
than its eu peers, and has al-
ready struck a bilateral travel 
agreement with israel, the 
world’s vaccination champion. 

it is reportedly in similar 
talks with former eu coun-
try britain, where bookings 
of low-cost flights to Greece, 
spain and turkey soared on 
february 23 after london 
said curbs on foreign leisure 

travel could be lifted as early 
as mid-May. 

the senior eu diplomat ac-
knowledged that all eu coun-
tries were “eager” to find a safe 
way to reopen travel in time for 
the June-to-september tourist 
season, but said: “We have to 
move this forward together.”

an eu official, also speaking 
on condition of anonymity, was 
blunter, saying the eu wants to 
avoid “a new death season”.

brussels is also concerned 
the emergence of worrying 
variants could require re-
tooled booster shots, which 
would in turn mean vaccine 
certificates would have to be 
constantly updated.

a more pressing problem 
than the certificates, though, 
are the severe border restric-
tions put in place by several 
eu countries to curb the virus 
variants, which the commis-
sion sees as disproportionate.

it has written warning let-
ters to belgium, Denmark, 
finland, Germany, Hungary 
and sweden about their mea-
sures, giving them until late 
next week to respond.

another eu diplomat said: 
“in this instance we needed to 
underscore the rules we have 
collectively signed on to.”

the eu official said that, 
without the commission’s in-
tervention, such restrictions 
“could be worse than what we 
see today”.

He added that he expected 
“quite a lively discussion be-
tween the member states” on 
that issue. afp

uN secretary-general anto-
nio Guterres will convene 
an informal meeting in april 
involving Greece, turkey and 
britain to explore a possible 
end to deadlocked Cyprus 
peace talks, his spokesman 
said on february 24.

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when turkey occu-
pied its northern third in re-
sponse to a coup orchestrated 
by the military junta then in 
power in athens aimed at an-
nexing the island to Greece.

there have been no official 
uN-sponsored negotiations 
on the island’s future since 
a conference in switzerland 
– also involving Greece, tur-
key and britain – collapsed in 
2017.

“the purpose of the meet-
ing will be to determine 
whether common ground 
exists for the parties to ne-
gotiate a lasting solution to 
the Cyprus problem within 
a foreseeable horizon,” said 
the statement from Guterres’ 
spokesman.

the three countries act as 
guarantors of the island’s sov-
ereignty under the treaty that 
gave Cyprus independence 
from british rule in 1960.

the republic of Cyprus, the 
only internationally recogn-
ised state, is a member of the 
eu and exercises its authority 
over the southern part of the 
Mediterranean island. afp

An employee is at work at packaging line of the factory of US multinational pharmaceutical company Pfizer 
Inc in Puurs on Monday. afp

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison (left) and Treasurer Josh Frydenberg meet 
with Reserve Bank governor Philip Lowe (not pictured) during their meeting at the 
Reserve Bank in Sydney. afp
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ASEAN

Poor infrastructure and the lack of cold 
storage facilities in the countryside will 
slow down the Philippines’ vaccination 
programme to inoculate the entire pop-
ulation, the asian Development bank 
(aDb) said on february 23.

Citing earlier projections from the 
economist Intelligence unit (eIu), the 
aDb said in a report that it would take 
the Philippines up to the fourth quarter 
of 2023 to finish vaccinating the rest of 
its population after prioritising vulner-
able groups.

Compared to other aSeaN countries, 
vaccination rollout in the Philippines 
would lag behind Singapore’s plan to fin-
ish inoculation by the fourth quarter of 
this year, Vietnam’s by the second quar-
ter of next year, brunei and Thailand in 
the third quarter of 2022, Malaysia in the 
second quarter of 2023 and Indonesia by 
the third quarter of 2023.

The Philippines’ timetable to vaccinate 
the entire population is the same as in 
bangladesh, Nepal, Samoa and Tonga.

Poorer Southeast asian countries like 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and east 
Timor may take up to 2024 or beyond to 
vaccinate all of their respective popula-
tions.

The aDb brief titled “Getting ready 
for the CoVID-19 Vaccine rollout” read: 
“In the Philippines, it is difficult to ac-
cess rural and remote communities due 
to unpredictable weather, security con-
cerns and poor infrastructure.

“Inadequate provision of transporta-
tion has seen healthcare workers resort 
to hiring private motorcycles and pump 
boats to deliver and administer vaccines.

“refrigerators in health centres in rural 
areas are subject to intermittent power 
supply with no backup power source. 

Vaccine wastage also occurs owing to a 
lack of skilled personnel.”

Citing 2020 data by logistics firm DHL, 
the aDb said cold-chain logistics in the 
Philippines scored four out of five as the 
highest score in terms of preparedness 
for facilities that required conventional 
temperature requirements or about 2-8 
degrees Celsius, which astraZeneca vac-
cines, for instance, needed as storage 
temperature.

but in case vaccines needed stringent 
temperature requirements of as low as 
minus 80C, cold-chain facilities in the 
Philippines scored only two out of five. 
Pfizer vaccines, in particular, needed to 
be stored at as low as minus 70C.

In an earlier report, the aDb said the 
Philippines faced constraints in vaccine 
financing as “the government estimates 
that 82.5 billion pesos [$1.70 billion] will 
be required to provide vaccines to ap-
proximately 55 per cent of the country’s 
population – still short of its plan to vac-
cinate all filipinos by 2023”.

Citing the vaccine allocation plan pre-
pared by the Department of Health, the 
aDb had said the Philippine govern-
ment targeted to vaccinate 25.35 million 
filipinos in 2021, 44.63 million in 2022, 
and 41.77 million in 2023, since by that 
time the Philippines would have a total 
population of 112.89 million.  PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

137 NGos from 31 countries ask 
uN for Myanmar arms embargo

aDb cautions poor infrastructure will 
delay vaccination in rural Philippines

Thai military declares 
overhaul to cut down 
on number of generals

Thailand gets 
first batch of 
Sinovac jabs

N
earLy 140 NGos from 
31 countries signed an 
open letter on february 
24 calling for the uN Se-

curity Council to urgently impose 
an arms embargo on Myanmar af-
ter the military coup there earlier 
this month. 

The letter said: “The united Na-
tions Security Council should ur-
gently impose a global arms embar-

go on Myanmar in response to the 
military coup and to deter the junta 
from committing further abuses.”

It went on to say: “Governments 
that permit arms transfers to 
Myanmar – including China, In-
dia, Israel, North Korea, the Philip-
pines, russia and ukraine – should 
immediately stop the supply of any 
weapons, munitions and related 
equipment.”

Three of the named countries are 
currently members of the Secu-
rity Council: permanent members 
China and russia – who both hold 
veto power in the body – and non-
permanent member India. 

Human rights Watch (HrW) di-
rector Kenneth roth said in the 
letter: “Given the mass atrocities 
against the rohingya, decades of 
war crimes, and the overthrow of 

the elected government, the least 
the uN Security Council can do is 
impose a global arms embargo on 
Myanmar.”

The signatories, which also in-
cluded dozens of asian NGos, said:  
“The Security Council should also 
impose targeted sanctions, global 
travel bans, and asset freezes on the 
leadership of the junta and military-
owned conglomerates.” AfP

THe Thai military has an-
nounced a major overhaul of 
its forces aimed at cutting the 
number of high-ranking of-
ficers.

Thailand has a notoriously 
top-heavy military, with 
about 1,700 generals – or one 
general for every 212 sol-
diers, according to Professor 
Paul Chambers, a military 
affairs expert at Naresuan 
university.

on february 24, the royal 
Thai armed forces (rTaf) 
announced that unneces-
sary units will be removed, 
while the setting up of new 
units under major generals, 
rear admirals, air vice mar-

shals and other high-ranking 
officers will be suspended.

an rTaf spokesperson said 
the changes stemmed from 
high-level talks.

Some units will be assigned 
to cover more duties, while 
unnecessary units will be 
scrapped, he added.

Meanwhile, quotas for some 
posts will be reduced as post-
holders resign, he said.

The new guidelines are ex-
pected to cut the number of 
high-ranking officers – major 
generals, rear admirals, and 
air vice-marshals – by five to 
10 per cent. The overhaul will 
start from this april. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THaILaND welcomed the arrival of 
a Chinese-developed Covid-19 vac-
cine on february 24.

In bangkok, authorities took pos-
session of 200,000 doses of a vaccine 
from Sinovac biotech Ltd, putting 
the country on course to kick off a 
national inoculation campaign.

Sinovac vaccine could prove “a big 
hand to help Thailand” in its fight 
against Covid-19, “especially in the 
areas with high transmission”, said 
Chulalongkorn university’s Thira 
Woratanarat.

He noted that Thailand has been 
overwhelmed with a second wave of 
infections, with the problem wors-
ened by delayed planning and nego-
tiations with vaccine manufacturers.

Taweesin Visanuyothin, spokesper-
son for the Thai government’s Centre 
for Covid-19 Situation administra-
tion, on february 23 said the 200,000 
doses, excluding 16,300 to be stored 
in reserve, will be sent to 13 provinc-
es with high infections rates and are 
economically significant.

The first group of people to get vacci-
nated includes medical workers, those 
in close contact with Covid-19 pa-
tients and people with certain chronic 
illnesses, and those aged 60 years or 
older, Xinhua News agency reported.

Panyapiwat Institute of Manage-
ment’s China-aSeaN Studies director 
Tang Zhimin said the shipment of Sino-
vac’s vaccine is “a great move” for Thai-
land to jump start vaccinations and 
catch up with the aSeaN neighbours 
that had already gotten off their cam-
paigns. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A city hall employee takes part in a vaccination simulation in Manila on January 19, ahead of 
the expected arrival of Covid-19 coronavirus vaccines in the capital city the following month. AfP

Thailand’s newly appointed military and police commanders gather at 
the RTAF headquarters in Bangkok on October 5, following a reshuffle. 
AfP

Protesters hold signs as they take part in a 
demonstration against the military coup in 
Yangon on Wednesday. AfP
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Opinion

I
NDONeSIaN Vice-President 
Ma’ruf amin has, on various occa-
sions, asserted that Indonesia has 
great potential for developing a 

sharia economy. This optimism is 
based on the achievements Indonesia’s 
sharia economy made last year. 

The State of Global Islamic econo-
my report 2020/2021, which covers 
various sectors including Islamic 
finance, halal food and beverages 
and halal cosmetics, ranks Indonesia 
fourth globally. and Indonesia is 
ranked second for the country with 
the most developed Islamic finance 
industry in the ICD-refinitiv Islamic 
finance Development report 2020. 

To predict the future of Indonesia’s 
sharia economy, we must ask an 
important question: Does Indonesia’s 
sharia economy have enough energy 
to grow sustainably? 

In my opinion, four energy pillars 
are important to Indonesia’s sharia 
economy. 

The first and foremost pillar is the 
moral values of the sharia economy. 
This is the most precious source of 
energy for growing the sharia econo-
my. In this context, the sharia eco-
nomic system must be developed not 
only in critical opposition to the cap-
italist system, but also because the 
sharia economy aligns with human 
nature. The sharia economic system 
treats people as full human beings. 

To avoid degrading the value of the 
sharia economy, the system should 
not be understood only as regards its 
technical aspects. To illustrate, if the 
mudharabah-musyarakah (profit-
and-loss sharing) system is under-
stood only as a substitute of the 
interest-based system without 
understanding its moral value, it will 
not be able to eradicate human 
exploitation. further, consumers will 
refer to the system’s material and 
financial benefits as their main con-
sideration in daily transactions, 
instead of the moral value behind it. 

Therefore, Islamic economics 
scholars must continue to explore 
the moral values of the sharia eco-
nomic system and disseminate them 
the public through a simple yet 
strong message. understanding of 
the sharia economy’s moral values 
will strongly influence human behav-
iour, including financial behaviour. 

The sharia economic system teach-
es people to be honest, to avoid greed, 
fraudulent transactions and excessive 
consumption, as well as to not harm 
others. Hence, people would uphold 

these values, even without external 
acknowledgement or recognition. It is 
not because of legal compulsion, but 
because people are consciously aware 
of the noble values of the sharia eco-
nomic system. 

The most important value of the 
sharia economic system is “the vision 
to benefit others”. each party should 
hold to a vision to benefit others. 
regarding this value, the main goal of 
sharia economy players should be “to 
maximise benefits”. This is funda-
mentally different from the primary 
goal of conventional economy play-
ers, which is “to maximise profits” in 
their transactions. If this value can be 
extracted optimally, it will provide a 
limitless source of energy for 
strengthening Indonesia’s sharia 
economy. 

The second energy pillar for the 
sharia economy is its interconnect-
edness across sectors. In the perspec-
tive of Islam, this interconnectedness 
implies realising every potential of 
the sharia economy. If virtue is unco-
ordinated, it will be defeated by mis-
deeds that are coordinated. There-
fore, the interconnectedness between 
sharia economic sectors must be 
coordinated. 

another view is that this intercon-
nection is a congregational manifesta-

tion. So many virtues are attached to 
congregational activities. for example, 
the reward for congregational prayer 
is up to 27 times greater when com-
pared to praying alone. It is also said 
that allah is present in a congregation 
(yadullah fauqal jamaah). 

In these contexts, the interconnect-
edness between the sharia economic 
sectors has an important role to gen-
erate value-added for each sharia 
industry sector. It also has a strategic 
role in boosting growth of the sharia 
economy through the snowball effect. 

The third energy pillar for the shar-
ia economy is government commit-
ment to supporting sharia economy 
development. In the Pancasila demo-
cratic system, the Indonesian govern-
ment has a broad role in taking the 
initiative in developing the sharia 
economy. Government support is 
very important for accelerating shar-
ia economy development through 
policy, budget intervention, infra-
structure and other means. 

Two of the most important govern-
ment initiatives are the establish-
ment of the National Islamic eco-
nomics and finance Committee 
(KNeKS) and the merger of sharia 
banks into bank Syariah Indonesia. 
These initiatives are strategic and 
also prove that the Indonesian gov-

ernment is strongly committed to 
developing the sharia economy. 

The fourth energy pillar for the 
sharia economy is public participa-
tion. The public has a vital role as the 
market of the sharia economy. The 
sustainability of the sharia economy 
is strongly dependent on public par-
ticipation. The public is the place for 
sowing the values of the sharia econ-
omy. If the values are the soul, then 
the public is the physical body. The 
soul cannot exist without a body. 
Combining its moral values and the 
very large Muslim population will 
produce a massive amount of energy 
for growing Indonesia’s sharia econo-
my sustainably. 

Today, the sharia economy has val-
uable support from Nahdlatul ula-
ma, Muhammadiyah, the Sharia eco-
nomic Community (MeS), the ansor 
youth Movement, pesantren (Islamic 
boarding schools) and various educa-
tional institutions. On another level, 
there is a behavioural shift in society 
toward religiosity, which has had a 
significant impact on increasing the 
demand for sharia economy prod-
ucts and services. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a sharia pension fund analyst at 
the Financial Services Authority (OJK)

Growing Indonesia’s Sharia economy 
requires focus on four energy pillars  

The State of Global Islamic Economy Report 2020/2021, which covers various sectors including Islamic finance, halal food and beverages 
and halal cosmetics, ranks Indonesia fourth globally. AfP

Opinion
Mohammad Amin
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Khmer dishes served in a refined way
Pann Rethea

S
LOW-COOKeD honey-
barbecued free-range 
chicken with fire ants as 
a condiment and water 

mimosa salad with herbs and 
peanuts was once served daily 
at Cuisine Wat Damnak on a 
tranquil street behind the epon-
ymous Siem reap pagoda.

every day of the week, they 
would serve Mekong langous-
tine (these langoustine are gi-
ant freshwater prawns rather 
than lobsters) with sour clear 
curry, pumpkin fruit and 
leaves, rice paddy herb, tam-
arind shoots and a cream of 
rice-field crab soup.

Known for serving Cambodi-
an food with a refined presen-
tation and unique flavours de-
rived from the freshest seasonal 
produce – with everything on 
the menu depending on its 
availability from the traditional 
markets – Cuisine Wat Damnak 
has been a star culinary attrac-
tion in Siem reap for years now 
and listed among asia’s 50 best 
restaurants since 2016.

Sadly, due to the global pan-
demic and the collapse of inter-
national tourism, Cuisine Wat 
Damnak has had to drastically 
cut back its hours in Siem reap.

“International travel defer-
ment has of course severely 
impacted the restaurant turn-
over in Siem reap, and we had 
to limit our operating hours 
to weekends only,” remarks 
Nguon Vengchhai, the restau-
rant’s specialist in hospitality 
and restoration development, 
and also a partner.

as sad as that news is for 
diners in Siem reap, the good 
news for residents of the capi-
tal is that the same vibe and 
flavours will inspire a soon-
to-be launched restaurant in 
downtown Phnom Penh.

Cuisine Wat Damnak is 
planning on opening its 
Phnom Penh branch next 
month located at No 29 Sam-
dech Mongkol Iem (Street 
228) in Daun Penh district.

“We were actually 
thinking of expand-
ing to the capital 
well before the 
Covid-19 pandem-
ic”, says Vengchhai.

“However, the cri-
sis happens to give 
us a further incen-
tive to diversify our 
range and reach out to 
the Phnom Penh market 
with new offers, 
all within the 
framework 
of Cui-

sine Wat Damnak’s unique cu-
linary style,” says Vengchhai, 
who – despite his youthful ap-
pearance and energy – is a vet-
eran of the hospitality industry 
with time spent working in fiji, 
Macau and other international 
tourism destinations.

as one of the few restau-
rants in the Kingdom select-
ed for the worldwide gour-
met ranking La Liste, which 
is compiled from thousands 
of media publications, hun-
dreds of guidebooks and mil-
lions of online reviews, Cui-
sine Wat Damnak’s crew have 
earned an all-star reputation 
internationally while remain-
ing firmly rooted in Cambo-
dian culinary traditions.

Chef riviere and his team 
have delighted enthusiastic 
patrons from all around the 
world – as well as their many 
loyal local customers – with 
an authentically traditional 
Cambodian cuisine enhanced 
with a highbrow touch that 
results in an elegant presen-
tation for each dish.

born and raised near a small 
french town known for its 
gastronomy, riviere worked 
for a restaurant managed by 
his father before continuing 
with his culinary career, first 
in school and then in the uS 
for a few years.

The culinary school gradu-
ate first landed in Cambodia 
in 2003 as a volunteer, teach-
ing the skills of his profes-
sion at the french NGO-run 
Sala bai Hotel and restaurant 
School in Siem reap. 

During his stay, he was in-
spired by the rich history, 
culture and food traditions 
from Cambodia’s golden age, 
a simpler time when each 
day’s fare for every family was 
made up of herbs and vegeta-
bles from their garden along 
with fish and game from the 
surrounding fields.

riviere, who would eventu-
ally publish some of the se-
crets that he learned here as 

the author of the cook-
book “Cambodian 

Cooking”, opened 
his restaurant Cui-

sine Wat Dam-
nak in 2011, and 
he later added 
Vengchhai as a 
business part-
ner in 2018.

“The dishes 
we serve 

here are seasonally based and 
cater to the tastes of the local 
people. Our [chef] has been 
living in Cambodia for nearly 
two decades, and he is always 
thrilled to learn more about 
the rich seasonal ingredients 
and local recipes with local 
meats, vegetables and herbs 
and combine that with his 
own creative interpretations,” 
Vengchhai explains.

according to Vengchhai, 
what is unique about Cuisine 
Wat Damnak’s approach is 
the teamwork. It starts with 
everyone brainstorming to-

gether about creative food 
ideas – then shopping 

for seasonal ingredients 

from the local market as a 
group – and it continues all 
the way through to the final 
preparations in the kitchen 
before serving each meal.

“at the start of every week, 
Joannes sits with the eight 
members of the kitchen team 
to set up the weekly menus,” 
explains Vengchhai, who has 
been a partner at Cuisine Wat 
Damnak for just a few years but 
whose association with riviere 
goes back to the early 2000s, 
when they worked together at 
Siem reap’s Hotel de la Paix.

“each and every team 
member will suggest some 
dish he or she would like to 
include, and then the menu 
lists are combined together 
to achieve a well-balanced 
culinary experience. 

“as a finishing touch, Joannes 
then adds some clever idea for 
a particular cooking technique 
or perhaps a dessert combin-
ing french and Cambodian 
inspirations,” Vengchhai says.

riviere’s innovative menus 
at Cuisine Wat Damnak’s 
original location are inspired 
by the food traditions of 
Cambodia’s golden age and 

entirely sourced from nearby 
farms or foraged wild from 
around Siem reap Province: 
ambarella and kuy fruits, ed-
ible flowers, water lily stems, 
and freshwater seafood from 
the Mekong and Tonle Sap. 

“In Siem reap, we mostly 
use the products from around 
the land of angkor. The fruits, 
vegetables and herbs are 
grown by local communities. 

“However, we have to use 
imported milk, chocolate, 
garlic, dried mushrooms 
and certain kinds of cooking 
oil. The same practices will 
also be implemented at our 
branch in downtown Phnom 
Penh,” Vengchhai says.

Lunch time offers – particu-
larly attractive for gourmets 
working or shopping in the area 
– include the a-la-carte option 
where patrons can compose 
their own meal with selections 
from the two weekly set menus.

“Cuisine Wat Damnak Siem 
reap updated its lunch and din-
ner menus every week based on 
the availability of fruits, vegeta-
bles, herbs, meats and fish. 

“for now, we’ll have to wait 
and see how it works in the 

capital. for the Phnom Penh 
branch, which is scheduled to 
open in early March, the menu 
will be updated every two weeks 
depending on the produce 
available from the local markets 
in the city,” Vengchhai explains. 

The design of the new res-
taurant includes a private 
dining room decorated with 
soothing reminders of the 
Siem reap establishment. The 
rest of the interior design is in-
tended reflect Phnom Penh’s 
vibrant and modern energy. 

That same vibrant energy 
will be infused into the rest 
of Phnom Penh’s Cuisine Wat 
Damnak operations along 
with the high-quality service 
they are known for in Siem 
reap – such as personalised 
reservations in which clients 
can state food allergies or pref-
erences and a highly satisfying 
wine and spirits selection. 

While Cuisine Wat Damnak’s 
entire team is both exhausted 
and excited to be opening 
soon as they finalise prepa-
rations for their Phnom Penh 
branch, riviere has already 
started to explore the city and 
the local markets to under-
stand which products will be 
available for his kitchen.

“Chef riviere can speak 
Khmer fluently so he is able to 
learn a lot by talking to the local 
people. He can have a friendly 
chat with the vendors at the 
local market when he’s buying 
ingredients and find out about 
anything special they might 
have for sale next week or next 
month,” Vengchhai says, point-
ing to photos of the french chef 
and his team in the grocery sec-
tion of the iconic Central Mar-
ket in the heart of the capital.

Cuisine Wat Damnak Phnom 
Penh has a soft opening sched-
uled for early March. It is locat-
ed at No 29 Street 228 in Phnom 
Penh’s Daun Penh district. 

Check out their facebook 
page for more information at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
cuisinewatdamnakpp/

Slow-cooked honey-barbecued free-range chicken with fire ants and a water mimosa salad with herbs and peanuts. SUPPLIED

The same vibe and flavours from Siem Reap will inspire the soon-to-be launched operation in downtown 
Phnom Penh. SUPPLIED

Nguon Vengchhai 
is a hospitality 

expert with years 
of experience who 

joined Joannes 
Riviere as a 

business partner 
in 2018. SUPPLIED
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Pallid
  4 Less covered
  9 Toward the stern
 14 St. Louis-to-Cincinnati dir.
 15 Napoleon, on Elba
 16 Astronomical flare-ups
 17 Popular ’20s song
 20 Symphonic finishes
 21 Man of many marches
 22 Karenina of fiction
 23 Jazz styles
 26 It’s often iced in summer
 29 New York ballplayer
 30 Watergate figure Sam
 31 Feels under the weather
 32 Oil-well firefighter Red
 33 What software may be stored on
 35 They move during pedaling
 38 Showing signs of age
 39 “West Side Story” girl
 40 AARP part (Abbr.)
 41 Armor plate
 42 Drinking spree
 45 Bobby, the legendary Bruin
 46 Nile waders

 48 Sci-fi writer’s award
 49 TV trophies
 51 Author H. ___ Haggard
 52 How encores are given
 57 Pageant entrant’s asset
 58 Dik-dik relative
 59 Groom’s guarantee
 60 Work on the runway
 61 Lengthy narratives
 62 Has the wherewithal
DOWN
  1 Online film maker
  2 “Tennis, ___?”
  3 Should not have to
  4 High-ranking Turks
  5 Slasher film weapon
  6 Eve’s genesis
  7 Certain addition
  8 Motive
  9 Elephant goad
 10 Short hairdos
 11 Earhart’s field
 12 War film “A Bridge Too ___”
 13 Lou Grant’s anchorman
 18 Sheep’s plaint
 19 Patrolman
 23 Knee protector

 24 Word with “eye” or “temper”
 25 Galleys with two banks of oars
 27 Colonnade trees
 28 Zebra kin
 30 Tranquil scene
 31 Solo for Sills
 32 Kind of rain or test
 33 Funny Rock
 34 Roast stand
 35 Tap output
 36 Fearless
 37 Hamster’s home
 38 Hit-show letters
 41 Paths between pews
 42 Like bar mitzvahs
 43 Sometimes they’re hidden
 44 Flash of comics
 46 Urge
 47 Provo campus
 48 Self starter?
 50 Jazzman Allison
 51 Some wines
 52 Heart-rate abbr.
 53 “___-hoo!”
 54 A near-Miss. state
 55 Cleaning cloth
 56 Evidence in a paternity case

“NO BUY ZONE” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Scents of time: Last craft 
perfumery in belgrade
f

rom a cobblestoned 
street in downtown 
belgrade, the Sava 
perfumery has seen 

more than half a century 
sweep past without ceasing in 
its mission to keep the city’s 
citizens smelling flowery and 
fresh.

The artisanal shop – which 
mixes its perfumes in-house 
– is the last of its kind in the 
Serbian capital, thanks to the 
Jovanov family who are com-
mitted to keeping the craft 
alive.

While the city has gone 
through many changes, the 
store remains a snapshot 
in time, with glass bottles, 
mixing vials and other tools 
passed down through three 
generations.

The work is a labour of love 
for the Jovanovs, whose other 
sources of income enable 
them to continue with the 
perfumery.

“We have remained because 
of tradition, love, affection and 
willingness to do a job which 
at certain times doesn’t earn 
you enough money to sub-
sist,” the shop’s jovial owner 
Nenad Jovanov, 71, said as he 
mixed a custom eau de toi-
lette in the shop’s laboratory-
like back room, measuring out 
ingredients with beakers and 
pipettes.

The perfumery dates back to 
the 1940s but opened under its 
current name a decade later, 
when communist authorities 
in then-yugoslavia reversed a 
decision to ban private busi-
ness, allowing the family to 
take back ownership.

In the 1950s and 60s, such 
perfumeries enjoyed a “gold-
en age” in belgrade, said 
Nenad, recalling more than 
20 other family-run shops.

but as yugoslavia started 
opening up to imports, mass-
produced fragrances poured 
in, pushing local mixers out 
of business.

Crippling sanctions in the 
1990s, when Serbia and other 
ex-yugoslav republics broke 
apart in a series of wars, dealt 
another blow to the industry.

“one by one they started 
shutting down. and in the 
end, we were the only ones to 
remain,” said Nenad.

No labels 
When customers enter the 

tiny store, Nenad or his son 
Nemanja, who also works in 
the film industry, help them 
navigate the wooden shelves 
of label-less glass bottles.

“We don’t have brand 
names. We don’t have brand 
bottles. We don’t have brand 
boxes. We simplified our 
packaging and our interior as 

much as we could so we can 
allow customers the experi-
ence of discovering what they 
like,” explained Nemanja.

after enquiring about prefer-
ences – floral, citrus, sweet or 
musky – they use an old-fash-
ioned pump to test different 
fragrances on the client’s arms.

Shoppers are then encour-
aged to take a walk and re-
turn later to choose which 
perfume they like best, as the 
scent evolves over time after 
its first contact with the skin.

most of their ingredients 
come from france.

“men, at least those in this 
region, would be terrified if 
they knew that many mas-
culine fragrances – wonder-
ful and popular fragrances 
– have floral components,” 
Nenad said with a laugh.

The store stays afloat thanks 
to a loyal clientele, plus a 
growing interest from tourists 
interested in what Nemanja 
calls its “living museum”.

at a time when Covid-19 
has taken away many peo-
ple’s sense of smell, an appre-
ciation of its power has also 
deepened.

“The sense of smell is one of 
the most important,” mused 
Nenad, who works in a white 
lab coat.

“It can transport us to anoth-
er place, another time.” AFP

Nenad Jovanov (right) and his son Nemanja pose for a picture with perfumes bottles in his 67-year-old perfume 
shop in Belgrade earlier this week. AFP

Nenad Jovanov poses for a picture with perfume bottles in his 67 years old perfume shop in Belgrade earlier 
this week. AFP
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Mendy puts real Madrid in sight 
of Champions League quarters

f
erLand Mendy put 
real Madrid within 
touching distance 
of the Champions 

League quarter-finals on 
Wednesday with the late strike 
that sank 10-man atalanta 1-0 
in bergamo.

The french left-back’s curl-
ing effort came four minutes 
from time in a last 16, first leg 
clash in which the hosts had 
to play a man down for over 
70 minutes, giving Zinedine 
Zidane’s side the advantage 
heading into the second leg in 
Madrid on March 16.

“We didn’t have a great game 
tonight, but the most impor-
tant thing was the result, scor-
ing away was important for 
us,” said Zidane. 

“It’s a very good result 
against an atalanta team even 
at ten, because they defended 
very well.

“The tie is open. We are going 
to have a great return match.”

atalanta had attacked early 
but the game was transformed 
when Swiss midfielder remo 
freuler was harshly send off in 
the 17th minutes for tripping 
Mendy at the edge of the pen-
alty area.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s woes 
continued with forward duvan 
Zapata limping off after half an 
hour with a muscular problem 
with midfielder Mario Pasalic 
coming off the bench.

“The game was ruined,” said 
Gasperini. 

“I don’t know what would 
have happened 11 against 11.

“I just got banned for saying 
something in Serie a, if I say 
something now then uefa 
will ban me. but this is foot-
ball suicide. 

“enough of these referees 
who’ve never played a game 
and don’t know the difference 
between a challenge and a 
foul.”

Spanish midfielder Isco 

got a rare start up front for 
injury-hit real Madrid playing 
alongside Marco asensio and 
Vinicius.

The 13-time european cham-
pions were without striker Ka-
rim benzema due to an ankle 
problem with an injury list also 
including Sergio ramos, eden 
Hazard and dani Carvajal.

“It’s true that there are many 
casualties, but the players 
who are here are doing well, 
committed, every time there 
is a change we adapt,” added 
Zidane. 

but Zidane’s side failed to 
truly make the most of the 
extra man despite coming 
closest to breaking through in 
the first half with a Casemiro 
header, with nacho, Isco and 
Vinícius Junior also threaten-
ing and Luka Modric firing 
over.

atalanta continued to at-
tack, with Luis Muriel missing 
a chance to give the hosts the 
lead four minutes before the 

break with a long-range strike 
that went just wide.

atalanta goalkeeper Pierlui-
gi Gollini then kept the scores 
level when he stopped a 
Casemiro header on a free kick 
before the half-time whistle.

Josip Ilicic came on in place 
of Muriel after 56 minutes.

The Slovenian scored five 
goals against Valencia at this 
stage of the competition last 
season, but was substituted 
four minutes from time after a 
poor display.

Soon afterwards Madrid 
broke through thanks to 
Mendy, who beat Gollini with 
a stylish, curling effort into the 
top corner.

Madrid have the advantage 
going into the second leg hav-
ing missed out on the quarter-
finals for the last two seasons.

“normally there are a lot of 
goals in games against ata-
lanta, we were expecting a 
difficult game but after the 
red it was normal they would 

defend deep,” said real goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois. 

atalanta need a historic ef-
fort in the away leg to reach 
the last eight for a second suc-
cessive year.

The bergamo side won their 
last 16, first leg clash against 
Valencia 4-1 a year ago in front 
of 45,000 spectators in Milan’s 
San Siro.

That match was considered 
to have been one of the rea-
sons behind the acceleration 
of coronavirus in Italy with 
bergamo at the epicentre of 
the country’s outbreak.

The are in their second 
Champions League cam-
paign, but Wednesday’s match 
was the first knock-out fixture 
in their home stadium which 
underwent renovations last 
season.

and thousands of fans ig-
nored the Italian team’s plea to 
stay away with a party atmo-
sphere outside the stadium 
with a fireworks display. AFP

brisbane confirmed as preferred bidder for 2032 Olympics
THe International Olympic Commit-
tee announced on Wednesday that 
brisbane was the preferred candidate 
to host the 2032 Games and said it 
would enter “targeted dialogue” with 
bid organisers.

“The IOC future host commission 
recommended that the executive 
committee initiate a targeted dialogue 

with brisbane and the australian 
Olympic Committee for the organisa-
tion of the 2032 Olympic Games,” said 
IOC president Thomas bach.

“The executive committee unani-
mously accepted this recommenda-
tion.”

australia last hosted the Olympics 
in Sydney in 2000.

The bid would be for the Games to 
be held in the state of Queensland, 
with brisbane as the hub.

There had been reported interest 
from India and Chinese city Shanghai, 
while Qatar last year confirmed it was 
planning to bid.

a potential joint bid between South 
and north Korea had also been touted, 
while Germany had also expressed its 
interest in holding the Games in the 
north rhine-Westphalia region.

all those hopefuls were dealt a blow 
by the news on Wednesday, but bach 

insisted the IOC had recorded “the 
interest of a number of parties”, 
although he did not identify them.

“It is not a decision against the oth-
er candidates, it is a decision in favour 
of a candidacy,” bach said.

He clarified that no final decision on 
the host city had been made, but that 
“more detailed discussions” with bris-
bane would start, although he gave no 
timetable.

The next IOC session will be held in 
March, with another scheduled for 
July.

The bid would be focused around 
brisbane and Gold Coast, which both 
already boast extensive sporting infra-
structure.

Gold Coast held the 2018 Common-
wealth Games, while brisbane boasts 
21 sports venues.

australia also previously hosted the 
Olympics in Melbourne, in 1956.

The bid also enjoys the backing of 
John Coates, the australian Olympic 
Committee president and an influen-
tial IOC vice-president.

The awarding of the 2032 Olympics 
is the first to take place with a new 
election method adopted in June 2019 
in an attempt to counter application 
fees and a lack of serious bids.

for the 2024 Games, bach 
bemoaned the process had “pro-
duced too many losers”, after rome, 
Hamburg and budapest all pulled out 
of the running.

In September 2017, the IOC award-
ed the 2024 Games to Paris and the 
2028 Olympics to Los angeles.

The IOC has since set up its “future 
host” commission.

It is chaired by norwegian Kristin 
Kloster aasen and its nine members 
are not part of the IOC executive 
commission.

bach said criticisms of the process 
were misplaced.

“all the rules were passed unani-
mously by the IOC session in 2019 . . . 
to make the whole procedure more 
low cost, prevent any undue interfer-
ence, to make it less political,” he 
said.

Kloster warned that the award of the 
2032 Games to brisbane is “not a con-
cluded deal”.

“It is a very advanced project, which 
has been in place for a long time and 
which enjoys the support of the 
authorities,” she said.

“There are many criteria which cor-
respond to what we expect.”

Coates, meanwhile, admitted that 
Wednesday’s announcement was “an 
important step”.

However, he cautioned that “it is 
obvious to us that we must continue 
to work hard”. AFP

Real Madrid’s French defender Ferland Mendy (front left) celebrates after opening the scoring during the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16 first leg football match on Wednesday. AFP

The Olympic rings on display at the 
Odaiba waterfront in Tokyo. AFP

Tiger woods’ wellbeing 
‘most important thing’ 
after crash: McIlroy says
fOur-time major champion 
rory McIlroy said on  Wednes-
day that questions over Tiger 
Woods’s golfing future are 
immaterial as the superstar 
fights to recover from serious 
leg injuries sustained in a car 
crash.

“at this stage I think every-
one should just be grateful 
that he’s here, that he’s alive, 
that his kids haven’t lost their 
dad,” northern Ireland’s 
McIlroy told reporters at the 
World Golf Championships 
Workday Championship at 
Concession Golf Club in bra-
denton, florida.

“That’s the most important 
thing. Golf is so far from the 
equation right now, it’s not 
even on the map at this 
point.”

McIlroy echoed the thoughts 
of uS PGa Tour Commissioner 
Jay Monahan, who said his 
energies would be devoted to 
supporting Woods in whatever 
way possible.

“Well, I think that the only 
thing that really matters now is 
his well-being,” Monahan said. 
“His recovery, his family, the 
level of support that we provide 
to him. 

“Listen, when Tiger wants to 
talk about golf, we’ll talk about 
golf,” added Monahan, after he 
was asked if it was “too soon” 
to think about the PGa Tour 
without Woods, whose 82 PGa 
Tour titles include 15 major 
championships.

“When you’re going to over-
come what he needs to over-
come, I think the love of all of 
our players and everybody out 
here, it’s going to come forward 
in a big way and across the 
entire sporting world,” he 
said.

Woods was recovering in 
hospital in Los angeles on 
Wednesday after surgery for 
“significant orthopedic inju-
ries” to his lower right leg and 
ankle.

This included the insertion 
of a rod into his shin bone and 
the use of screws and pins to 
stabilize his foot and ankle, 
doctors said.

Law enforcement officials 
who responded to the crash in 
a Los angeles suburb said 
Woods was lucky to survive 
when his SuV left the steep, 
curving road, rolling over sev-
eral times.

Monahan recalled his shock 
at being notified by telephone 
of the crash and the period of 
uncertainty as to whether 
Woods’s injuries were life-
threatening.

“you’re thinking a lot of dif-
ferent things and some of 
them are pretty scary to think 
about,” Monahan said.

World number four Xander 
Schauffele described the 
“somber” mood on the prac-
tice green on Tuesday and 
said it was still unusually 
“quiet” on the course on 
Wednesday.

“There’s so much specula-
tion right now, and I hate 
speculating, but I would really 
hate to see that if he wouldn’t 
be able to play golf again,” 
Schauffele said.

but even if that’s the case, 
world number two Jon rahm 
noted that Woods’s legacy is 
secure.

“I don’t necessarily need to 
see him on a golf course again,” 
rahm said. “I would love to, 
but I just hope he can live a 
normal life from here on.

“He’s given everything to 
this game, he’s done so much 
for us, and every day that 
we’re all out here is going to 
be a memor y of Tiger 
Woods.

“Luckily he’s got so much 
impact in this world that even 
if he doesn’t hit a golf shot, 
with his foundation and many 
other works, he’s still able to 
make a great impact in this 
world.” AFP
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