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AN ORNATE Roman chariot 
has been discovered “almost 
intact” near Italy’s buried city 
of Pompeii, the archaeological 
park announced on February 
27, calling it a discovery with 
“no parallel” in the country.

The four-wheeled proces-
sional carriage was found in 
the portico to stables where 
the remains of three horses 
were unearthed in 2018, in-
cluding one still in its harness.

Pompeii was buried in 
boiling lava when Mount 
Vesuvius erupted in 79 AD, 
killing between 2,000 and 
15,000 people.

“A large ceremonial chariot 
with four wheels, along with 
its iron components, beautiful 
bronze and tin decorations, 
mineralised wood remains 
and imprints of organic ma-
terials [from the ropes to the 
remains of floral decoration], 
has been discovered almost 
intact,” a statement issued by 
the archaeological park said.

“This is an exceptional dis-
covery . . . which has no paral-
lel in Italy thus far – in an ex-
cellent state of preservation.”

The excavation site is 
known as the Civita Giuliana, 
a suburban villa that lies just 
a few hundred metres from 
the ancient city of Pompeii.

The excavation is part of a 
programme aimed at fight-
ing illegal activity in the area, 
including tunnel digging to 
reach artefacts that can be 
sold on illicit markets.

Looters missed the room 
where the chariot had lain 
for almost 2,000 years, tun-
nelling by on both sides, the 
park’s statement said.

Specialists took great care to 
unearth the vehicle, for exam-
ple by pouring plaster into 
voids “to preserve the imprint 
of any organic material” that 
had decomposed, it added.

The park said this had  
allowed it to emerge well pre-
served down to the imprints of 
ropes, “thus revealing the char-
iot in all of its complexity”.

“Pompeii continues to 
amaze with all of its discover-
ies, and it will continue to do 
so for many years yet, with 
20ha still to be excavated,” 
culture minister Dario France-
schini was quoted as saying.

“It is an extraordinary dis-
covery for the advancement of 
our knowledge of the ancient 
world,” added Massimo Os-
anna, outgoing director of the 
park. “What we have is a cere-
monial chariot, probably the 
Pilentum referred to by some 
sources, which was employed 
not for everyday use or for ag-
ricultural transport, but to ac-
company community festivi-
ties, parades and processions.”

Pompeii’s remarkably well-
preserved remains have slow-
ly been uncovered by teams 
of archaeological specialists.

It is Italy’s third most visit-
ed tourist site, drawing more 
than 3.9 million visitors in 
2019. AFP
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T
HE Ministry of Health on 
February 28 announced 
the opening of vaccination 
sites in all provinces from 

March 1. This came as it recorded 39 
more cases of Covid-19, all but four 
of which were linked to the February 
20 community transmission.

The four imported cases are  
returning Cambodian UN peace-

keepers who arrived from Africa via 
India on February 21.

Among the 35 community trans-
mission infections, five were Cam-
bodians, six were Vietnamese and 24 
were Chinese. Eight of the Chinese 
nationals stayed in Preah Sihanouk 
province and their infections were 
discovered when they were tested 
for health certifications required for 
international travel. These bring the 
number of cases linked to the King-

dom’s third community transmission 
event to 302 in just over a week.

The ministry also announced that 
starting March 1, there would be 83 
referral hospitals across the King-
dom equipped to offer Covid-19 
vaccinations.

Ministry spokeswoman Or Van-
dine reiterated calls for the public to 
remain vigilant. “Cambodia’s current 
situation consists of scattered cluster 
infections. The vaccine alone is not the 

golden solution to the pandemic. To 
beat Covid-19 at this time, we cannot 
depend exclusively on the vaccine.

“The combined measures of the 
‘three do’s and three don’ts’ and vac-
cination create strong defences for 
individuals to prevent the serious 
health risks which can occur from 
the virus, reduce the burden of hos-
pitalisations and minimise incidence 
of the disease in the community. 

“Vaccinations are also being conduct-

ed on a regular basis, depending on the 
quantity currently available,” she said.

The ministry also announced that on 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s recommen-
dation, the government would also be-
gin voluntary vaccinations of rubbish 
collection workers in the capital who 
are between 18 and 59 years old.

Rubbish collectors will be eligible 
to be vaccinated at eight referral 

Covid jabs at hospitals nationwide

contInuEd – pagE 4
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Voun Dara

THE Ministry of Health along 
with the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) and UNICEF 
announced on February 28 
that 324,000 doses of the As-
traZeneca vaccine licensed to 
the Serum Institute of India 
(SII) – known as COVISHIELD 
– will arrive at Phnom Penh 

International Airport on 
March 2, according to a press 
release from the ministry.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
also declared that – barring 
any changes to the situation 
or unforeseen circumstances 
– he will be vaccinated against 
Covid-19 on the morning of 
March 4. 

Health ministry spokes-

woman Or Vandine was 
quoted in the press release as 
saying that Minister of Health 
Mam Bunheng will represent 
the government at a hand-
over ceremony held at the air-
port when the vaccines arrive.

She also states that the cer-
emony will be attended by 
WHO representative to Cam-
bodia Dr Li Ailan and UNI-

CEF’s Cambodia Representa-
tive Foroogh Foyouzat. Other 
senior officials from the health 
ministry, WHO and UNICEF 
will also be in attendance.

“The doses arriving [on 
March 4] are the first shipment 
provided to Cambodia by CO-
VAX. Further batches will arrive

contInuEd – pagE 2

AstraZeneca vaccines arrive Mar 2

memory lives on
people lay flowers in central moscow on saturday at the site where late opposition leader boris nemtsov was fatally shot on a bridge near the 
Kremlin on February 27, 2015. AFP
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ThE ministry of commerce’s 
consumer Protection, com-
petition and Fraud repression 
directorate-general (ccF) has 
instructed all owners of com-
panies, enterprises, craftspeo-
ple, merchants and traders to 
report any information they 
might have regarding any en-
counters with persons who 
have been masquerading as 
officials to demand money 
from businesses. 

ccF director-general Phan 
Oun said on February 28 that 
recently his department had 
received reports of people who 
have been posing as officials to 
demand money from business 
owners by telling them that 
they can help solve problems, 
mediate disputes or ensure 
that their business location 
would not be subject to gov-
ernment inspection.

“camcontrol was closed in 
2019. Today, the officials from 
the ccF do not go around ask-
ing people to pay them money 
– they are only authorised to 
enforce the law, educate the 
public about the law and give 
rulings on compliance with 
some regulations related to 
consumer protection, com-
petition and fraud repression 
in preparation for actions that 
would then be carried out by 
law enforcement.

“Now, we are in discussions 
with the ministries of Justice; 
Economy and Finance; and 

commerce . . . If those people 
turn out to be actual officials 
then we will ensure they are 
punished according to the 
law,” he said.

The ccF’s press release on 
February 25 encouraged busi-
ness owners and the public to 
report such cases to the ccF 
through their official Face-
book page or via the following 
telephone numbers:  023 231 
856 or 012 526 660.

The press release added 
that when on duty the spe-
cialists of the ccF always 
wear their uniforms with in-
signia and stripes. They also 
carry ID cards and letters of 
commission for cases where 
they are performing work 
that falls outside of their 
normal purview. 

currently, the ccF’s man-
date is established by two 
separate laws – the law on 
quality control, product safe-
ty, consumer protection and 
services and the consumer 
protection act – as well as 
some other regulations.

The overall organisational 
goal of the ccF is to make 
businesses in cambodia hon-
est, and ensure that there is 
fair and equal competition 
between them.  

They also work to protect 
the rights of businesses and 
consumers and to ensure 
the quality and safety of con-
sumer products, in addition 
to activities related to fraud 
prevention.

Khouth sophak chakrya

aUThOrITIES are investigating the 
cause of a fire that completely destroyed 
more than 400 tonnes of cloth being 
stored at a warehouse in andong chroah 
village in ampil commune of Kampong 
cham province’s Kampong  Siem district 
on the afternoon of February 27. 

District police chief Ek Van Dorn said the 
warehouse was 30m by 40m by 6m high 
and was constructed of brick and zinc. 

The warehouse is owned by ra Vuth, 
42, a businessman living in Phnom Penh, 
who was using it to store cloth. 

“The warehouse contained 400 tonnes 
of cloth and some other materials that 
were damaged by the fire. The damaged 
property was worth over $200,000,” Van 
Dorn said, adding that no one was in-
jured or killed in the blaze. 

Vuth could not be reached for comment.
Yorn Din, chief of the provincial po-

lice’s Fire Prevention and rescue bureau, 
said too much cloth was being stored in 
the warehouse and that the intensity of 

the fire and the noxious fumes emanat-
ing from it made it difficult for the police 
and firefighters to intervene.

“about 150 firefighters and police offi-
cers from many units worked together to 
put out the fire and it took them over seven 
hours to get it under control,” he said. 

Din added that they had also used 
an excavator to dig a fire-break trench 
around the warehouse to stop it from 
spreading to nearby homes. 

he said 11 fire engines containing 495 
cubic metres of water had been engaged 
in the firefighting efforts.    

Continued from page 1

throughout 2021,” the press re-
lease states. 

The press release also noted 
that cOVaX is an unprecedent-
ed global effort to provide every 
country in the world with eq-
uitable access to safe covid-19 
vaccines as rapidly as possible. 

The cOVaX initiative is led 
by the Global alliance for Vac-
cines and Immunisation and 
the coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations 
along with the WhO in part-

nership with UNIcEF. 
“cambodia is among the first 

countries in the western Pacific 
region to receive vaccines from 
cOVaX,” the press release said.

Vandine stated that march 2 
at 7:50pm is the estimated time 
of arrival for the flight carrying 
the vaccines shipment.  covid-
19 prevention measures such 
as social distancing and mask 
wearing will be strictly observed 
at the handover ceremony.

In a post on Facebook, hun 
Sen wrote that the health min-
istry had informed him that a 

flight carrying 324,000 doses 
of the astraZeneca vaccine 
will arrive on march 4 and that 
an eventual total of 1,104,000 
doses will be provided to 
cambodia in the first half of 
this year through cOVaX.

 “These are the fruits of inter-
national cooperation between 
cambodia and multiple other 
partners, including the UN, spe-
cifically the WhO and UNIcEF.  

“as planned, cOVaX will 
provide us with 20 per cent of 
the vaccines necessary for our 
population of 16 million.  That 

number amounts to vaccines 
for 3.2 million people or 6.4 
million doses,” hun Sen said.

hun Sen also gave his 
thanks on behalf of cambo-
dia to various countries, busi-
nesses and donors across the 
world for providing aid to the 
Kingdom through cOVaX. 

“Furthermore, I would like to 
inform everyone that – barring 
any unforeseen circumstances 
– I will be vaccinated at 8:30am, 
march 4, 2021 at calmette hos-
pital. I will also hold a press con-
ference at that time,” he said.

Business owners told 
to beware of fraudsters

chrc refutes freedom report

Fire destroys over 400 tonnes of cloth

cOVaX vaccines due to arrive on march 2

Niem Chheng

c
amBODIaN human 
rights committee 
(chrc) vice-presi-
dent chin malin said 

civic space in cambodia is not 
shrinking. Instead, it is widely 
open, but those who enjoy 
civic space must respect the 
constitution and the law. 

“For cambodia, civic space 
means allowing everyone to 
express their politics freely in 
accordance with the constitu-
tion and the law. all actions 
that violate the constitution 
and the law and subsequently 
face legal action are not indi-
cations of the shrinking of civ-
ic space. Enforcing the law is 
to promote civic space, rights 
and freedom,” malin said.

malin’s remarks came in 
response to UN high com-
missioner for human rights 
michelle Bachelet’s statement 
made on February 26 in the 
46th session of the human 
rights council. Bachelet said 
there has been serious con-
traction in civic space across 
Southeast asia, particularly in 
myanmar, cambodia, Indone-
sia – including the Papua re-
gion – Thailand and Vietnam. 

She said people in these 
countries have gathered peace-
fully to call for governments to 
uphold rights and to implement 
democratic principles and the 
rule of law. But in return many 
activists, human rights defend-
ers and journalists have been 
subjected to arbitrary detention 
and arrest, violence, and have 

faced highly punitive criminal 
charges and sentences. 

“I am particularly concerned 
about the severe shrinking 
of civic space in cambodia, 
where increasing and dispro-
portionate legislative and ad-
ministrative measures limit 
the rights to free expression, 
peaceful assembly, associa-
tion and information, among 
others,” she said.

malin said the context of 
civic space is different from 
country to country and each 
country has different laws. For 
cambodia, he said Bachelet 
should consider its law, espe-
cially the legal basis for each 
case that the government has 
sent to the UN.

“This is better than to look 
only at the reports submitted 
by other groups that oppose 

the government. If she cannot 
understand the situation in 
cambodia, she should com-
pare accusations from the op-
position to explanations from 
the government,” he said. 

malin said the situation in the 
region could not be generalised 
to a single country because 
each country has a different 
context in terms of its political 
sphere, political regime, legal 
and social perspective. 

Political analyst Lao mong 
hay said Bachelet’s remark 
is obvious. The government, 
he said, has again rejected 
similar remarks because they 
fear the truth could expose 
their failure to honour human 
rights obligations under the 
Paris agreements, the coun-
try’s |constitution and their 
own oath of office. 

“If admitted, these failures 
would undermine the legiti-
macy of its power,” he said, 
adding that the country’s cur-
rent leadership did not seem to 
have a lot of capacity, and has 
not shown much intention to 
democratically resolve the na-
tion’s issues right from start.

cambodia, he said, was at 
a particularly critical junc-
ture prior to the leadership’s 
transition where opposition 
was very much there among 
cambodians and where the 
country’s situation was not so 
good for the people. 

“It is highly doubtful the 
current leadership is willing 
to relax its repressive mea-
sures, to open democratic 
space, and to let people enjoy 
and exercise their constitu-
tional rights,” he said.

A warehouse in Kampong Cham province on Sunday. Fire Prevention and rescue Police dePartment

CHRC vice-president Chin Malin (left) and Michelle Bachelet. Heng cHivoan, twitter
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hospitals in the capital: Prek Phnov, 
Phnom Penh, chbar ampov, Dan-
gkao, chaktomuk, Samdech Ov 
Samdech mey, Pochentong and the 
Sensok cambodia-china Friendship 
referral hospital.

meanwhile, health minister mam 
Bunheng has announced the forma-
tion of a sub-committee on manage-
ment and security in quarantine and 
targeted covid-19 areas. hun manet, 
deputy commander-in-chief of the 
royal cambodian armed Forces, will 
chair the 14-member committee.

Phnom Penh police spokesman 
San Sok Seyha told The Post on Feb-
ruary 28 that guards had been de-
ployed at quarantine sites and tem-
porarily closed locations linked to 
the community transmission.

“We have now deployed more than 
600 officers to more than 70 target 
places. Our officers are standing by 
at all hours, taking the work in shifts.

“Overall, the situation is improv-
ing. It is irregular because those who 
must be tested and quarantined re-
sist listening to doctors until our offi-
cers instruct them to do so,” he said.

Separately, the council of ministers 
convened a meeting chaired by hun 
Sen on February 28 to review the draft 
law on measures to prevent the spread 
of covid-19 and other deadly infectious 
diseases that can affect public health.

“This draft law is designed in a con-
text where the world is facing an in-
creasingly devastating and large-scale 
outbreak of covid-19. This outbreak 
has caused serious health conse-
quences to public health, the economy 
and society,” it said in a statement.

Quarantine 
sites guarded

Grandmas raise kids for working parents
Mom Kunthear

P
rIOr to the pandemic, a 
confluence of economic 
factors had led to very high 
levels of international and 

domestic immigration among work-
ing age adults, resulting in a much 
of a generation of young children 
being left in the care of relatives, 
particularly grandmothers, accord-
ing to a study by World Vision.

In a February 28 press release, World 
Vision noted that the growth of cam-
bodia’s garment industry, coupled 
with the rapid economic development 
of the capital and the long-standing 
tradition of seeking employment 
abroad, had driven migration to a de-
gree where hundreds of thousands of 
rural families have been affected. 

“among them, a growing number of 
children have seen one or both parents 
depart their village to seek new oppor-
tunities for their families, leaving chil-
dren in the care of a family member 
– in most cases, their maternal grand-
mother,” the statement said.

“Over the years, silently, this phe-
nomenon has been replicated expo-
nentially to the point that accord-
ing to a study by the International 
Organisation for migration in 2019, 
grandmothers had taken the role of 
primary caregivers in almost two-
thirds – 64 per cent – of households 
in the country,” it continued.

a World Vision survey in 2020 found 
that only 67 per cent of respondent 
grandmothers were aware of five op-
timal practices for feeding infants and 
young children while 47 per cent of 
them engaged in four or more po-
tentially harmful practices which 
could have negative impacts on the 
well-being of mothers and children.

additionally, 30 per cent of grand-
mothers reported high levels of 
stress or exhaustion, and 47 per cent 
had felt depressed at least once in 
the previous week.

according to the survey, 95 per cent 
of grandmothers reported believing 
that exclusive breastfeeding for the 
first six months was beneficial for a 
baby, but despite this understand-
ing, only 14 per cent of babies un-
der 6 months old being cared for by 
their grandmothers were exclusively 
breastfed at the time of survey. 

“[The] experience of World Vision’s 
Nutrition Programme affirms that 
grandmothers have a significant 
positive impact on a child’s health 
and nutritional status with the right 

knowledge on maternal, newborn, 
and child care giving, and with a 
little encouragement, they become 
agents of change in their families 
and wider communities,” the report 
claimed.

World Vision said it “works closely 
with grandmother groups each day 
to ensure children are healthy and 
well-nourished, especially during 
the first 1,000 days.”

Grana Pu Selvi, nutrition specialist 
at World Vision International cambo-
dia, said: “Exclusive breastfeeding for 
the first six months of a baby’s life pro-
vides appropriate nutrients in the right 
quantities [and] protects the child from 
infections and disease. children who 
do not receive exclusive breastfeeding 

are often undernourished and suffer 
from frequent infections.”

“We want to see that all children, es-
pecially the most vulnerable, are well-
nourished and healthy. Since grand-
mothers play such an important role, 
especially in feeding young infants, we 
need to provide advice that improves 
the knowledge of grandmothers and 
promotes positive behaviours and 
practices related to the health and well-
being of young children,” she said.

World Vision said its ‘Super Gran-
ny’ sessions benefit over 1,800 chil-
dren in the care of grandmothers, 
with 50 groups including more than 
500 grandmas. The NGO operates 
in over 400 villages in 10 provinces 
across cambodia.

 A woman and her grandchildren in Takeo province. World vision

Orm Bunthoeurn

mOrE than 4,000 families 
in an urban area of Banteay 
meanchey province’s mongkol 
Borei district are facing clean 
water shortages as the mon-
gkol Borei river has dried up 
due to farmers over-pumping 
water to irrigate their dry-sea-
son rice crops, officials said.

District governor roth Da 
Sinong told The Post on Febru-
ary 28 that the mongkol Borei 
river, which serves as the 
community’s primary water 
source, had recently gone dry. 
The local water utility compa-
ny was now using water from 
a 2ha reserve pond which will 
last for just over a week.

“right now, the water utility 
is using the water from the re-
serve pond, but that’s not going 
to last very long. So, in order to 
solve this problem before that 
happens, we need to pump wa-
ter from the Sisophon river into 
the mongkol Borei river to sup-
ply the central district,” he said.

Da Sinong said that so far 
there had not been any supply 
problems for the more than 
4,000 families in the urban area 
of mongkol Borei district and 
that pumping water from Siso-
phon river to mongkol Borei 
river could solve the problem 
before any shortage occurs.

“Now, there is no problem, 
even though the river water is 
dried up, we can still supply 
people with clean water. These 
days the pumping machine is 
already installed and ready to 
use and we can turn it on as 
soon as we get the go-ahead 

from officials at the provincial 
level,” Da Sinong said.

he noted that the water 
shortages only affect the ur-
ban areas while people in the 
other communes still have 
enough water in reservoirs to 
meet normal demand. 

he said the mongkol Borei 
river dries up so quickly be-
cause people grow more dry-
season rice than government 
planning calls for and it uses too 
much water. Some of this excess 
dry-season rice ends up being 
damaged because there is not 
enough water for irrigation. 

“The plan was to grow 10,000ha 
of rice, but our people made it 
up to more than 25,000ha. This 
led to a water shortage for both 
irrigating crops and for regular 
daily use. right now, more than 
10,000ha of rice crops have suf-
fered damages due to a lack of 
water,” he said.

Deputy provincial gover-
nor Ly Sary said that after the 
floods, water in the river was 
pumped by farmers into the 
dry-season rice fields because 
it yields even more than rainy-
season rice cultivation.

Sary said the authorities had 
informed people to be careful 
and not to cultivate too much 
dry-season rice because it could 
lead to water shortages, but peo-
ple did not heed the warning.

“We have issued an official 
letter calling for people to be 
reasonable when growing dry-
season rice and limit their culti-
vation to once or twice only. 

“That’s because everybody 
knows that the water available 
isn’t enough to support all the 
farmers attempting to cultivate 
it multiple times. But nobody 
listened, so that is why our Siso-
phon river and mongkol Borei 
river ran dry, leading to these 
difficulties,” he said. 

according to Sary, provincial 
authorities have assigned tech-
nical experts to work with the 
Bavel district administration in 
Battambang province to obtain 
enough water for regular use, 
but there was not enough water 
in that area to share either. 

Officials have also studied the 
possibility of using the Sisophon 
river as a source of water for the 
mongkol Borei river, but deter-
mined it was not feasible. 

rural water supplies depleting

 The Mongkol Borei River in Banteay Meanchey province. supplied

ministry set to publish book 
ahead of 13th aSEm summit
 Voun Dara

ThE ministry of Information 
is preparing to publish 5,000 
copies of cambodia 2021 
ahead of the 13th asia-Europe 
meeting (aSEm), which cam-
bodia is hosting in the middle 
of this year, for distribution to 
delegates and participants.

Information minister Khieu 
Kanharith (pictured, infoma-
tion ministry) said on February 
26 that the book focused on 
images and short articles on 
key aspects of cambodia and 
highlights the government’s ef-
forts to fight covid-19.

“The book also highlights the 
government’s efforts to con-
duct border checks, covid-19 
vaccination, covid-19 screen-
ing of foreigners, and allowing 
the international Westerdam 
cruise ship, which had more 
than 1,400 passengers, to dock 
at Sihanoukville port in Febru-
ary 2020,” he said.

ministry spokesman Phos 
Sovann said on February 28 
that the ministry’sworking 
group would make every effort 
to publish the book before 
the aSEm summit. 

“We plan to publish 
this book in may or June 
ahead of the aSEm sum-
mit. about 5,000 copies 
will be printed in Khmer for 
the first phase. We also plan 
to print in foreign languages 
such as English, French and 
chinese,” he said.

Sovann confirmed that 

the book’s content was pre-
pared by the working group 
with the international pho-
tography group contributing.

cambodian Institute for De-
mocracy president Pa chan-
roeun supported the book, 
saying it was good to bring a 
message from cambodia to 
the international commu-
nity. In addition to providing 
this book, he said cambodia 
should also present its position 
on promoting respect for hu-
man rights and the democratic 
process, which is at the core of 
asia-Europe cooperation.

“In the past, the EU has tak-
en action against cambodia 
by withdrawing 20 per cent of 
its Everything But arms trade 
scheme in august 2020. I think 
in a political dialogue forum 
like this, cambodia should 
take the opportunity to 

show its ef-
forts to 

re s p e c t 
h u m a n 
r i g h t s 
and pro-
m o t e 

t h e 

democratic process,” he said.
chanroeun said demonstrat-

ing cambodia’s commitment 
to promoting respect for hu-
man rights and the democratic 
process is an important task 
that can enhance cooperative 
relations. It also builds trust be-
tween cambodia and countries 
in the region, especially coun-
tries that respect these values.

Kin Phea, director of the roy-
al academy of cambodia’s In-
ternational relations Institute, 
said providing true informa-
tion about cambodia through 
this book to the international 
community will make others 
better aware of cambodia, the 
people, politics and the coun-
try’s development.

“aSEm is important and 
beneficial for cambodia, as 
it will highlight cambodia’s 
increasingly important role 
in regional and international 
affairs. as chair of the meet-
ing, cambodia also has an 
op- portunity to come 

up with its own re-
gional vision,” he 
said.

The 13th aSEm 
summit was post-
poned in mid-No-
vember last year 
due to the covid-

19 crisis, ministry of 
Foreign affairs and 
International co-

operation spokes-
man Koy Kuong 
hasd told The 
Post.
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OFFIcIaLS from multiple min-
istries will join administrators 
from the royal academy of cam-
bodia (rac) for a visit this week 
to the Techo Sen russey Treb 
Park in Preah Vihear province in 
preparation for setting up a joint 
mechanism to combat poaching 
and other forestry crimes.

Government spokesman Phay 
Siphan told The Post that the 
park had been recognised inter-
nationally as an aSEaN-region 
natural area remarkable for its 
resources and biodiversity.

The rac was given permis-
sion to manage the park by 
the government, and officials 
from the ministries of Envi-
ronment; Interior; and agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
would meet with rac leaders 
to address challenges encoun-
tered with park management.

Siphan said there have been 
31 families living in the park 
area who have engaged in 
harvesting timber for sale. The 
rac had complained about 
these activities but had no le-
gal authority to intervene.

he added that because the 
park bears the name of Prime 
minister hun Sen, it should 
be protected and its big trees 
and wild animals preserved.

“We invited the environment 
ministry and the Forestry ad-
ministration to consider how to 
solve the problems together. We’ll 
visit there and discuss it at the lo-
cal and provincial levels to create 
measures to protect the Techo Sen 

russey Treb Park,” Siphan said.
Environment ministry 

spokesman Neth Pheaktra said 
the park borders the chheb 
Wildlife Sanctuary which is un-
der the ministry’s management. 
The ministry would assist with 
law enforcement in the area as 
well as relocating the families 
who are living there illegally.

“This national park was estab-
lished with respect for its histo-
ry, natural resources and biodi-
versity, including many species 
of animals, some of which are 
endangered. We must cooper-
ate to protect the area and stop 
the offences in it,” he said.

rac president Sok Touch said 
he had sought to collect evi-
dence from people transporting 
timber with home-made trucks 
but did not have legal authority 
to detain the violators. he said 
local authorities had not taken 
any action when he brought the 
issue to their attention. 

Touch said the rac had al-
ready prepared some land else-
where for the illegal residents 
where there was already a pa-
goda, school and running wa-
ter. If the families are allowed to 
continue living where they have 
been, they will continue steal-
ing timber from the park. 

“Please help the 31 families out 
of the area because every night, 
they log from 1,000 to 2,000 piec-
es of thnong [Pterocarpus mac-
rocarpus] timber,” he said.

The park was established 
on april 17, 2014 and covers 
114.35sq km in chheb district’s 
chheb I and II communes.

Lay Samean 

JaPaN has provided nearly $3 
million in grants to the mekong 
river commission (mrc) to 
fund the implementation of its 
new strategic plan to monitor 
the water level of the mekong 
river and promote sustainable 
development.

Since 2019, the river has been 
suffering from significantly re-
duced water flows due to the 
construction of hydro-electric 
dams upriver in Laos and china.  

In a press release issued 
from its offices in the Lao 
capital Vientiane on February 
26, the mrc said the Japanese 
government had provided $2.9 
million in support of its new 
strategic plans for promoting 
responsible and sustainable 
development in the region. 

The grant will provide 
funding for the next four 
years (2021-2024). The mrc 
expects that the funds will 
enhance their capacity to 
monitor and assess the river’s 
environment and help the af-
fected citizens of its member 
countries – cambodia, Laos, 
Thailand and Vietnam – adapt 
to the changes that are occur-
ring with the river. 

Speaking at the signing cer-
emony for the grant, Japanese 
ambassador to Laos Keizo 
Takewaka said: “[The grant] 
will help further the capacity 
of the mrc in providing the 
people of its member coun-
tries services such as moni-

toring and predicting the 
river’s water levels more ac-
curately and effectively.”

The mrc’s primary activities 
include the operation of a net-
work of stations that monitor 
the mekong river, enabling it 
to predict water levels accu-
rately. The new funds will go 
towards projects like setting 
up additional monitoring sta-
tions along the river. 

The funds will also be used 
to provide the public with 
information on floods and 
droughts in the region with 
the goal of reducing their im-
pacts on the population, ac-
cording to the press release. 

This new grant comes in 
addition to the $3.9 million 
in funding provided by Ja-
pan to the mrc to improve 
flood and drought prediction 
capacity last year.  as a long-
term development partner of 
the mrc, Japan has provided 
more than $21 million in sup-
port of their programmes.

The mrc noted in the 
press release that the di-
verse ecology of the mekong 
river and its tributaries had 
provided livelihoods and 
food security to 70 million 
people living downstream 

along the mekong river. 
according to the mrc, the 

problem of low downstream 
water flow in the mekong 
river in the years 2019 and 
2020 negatively impacted all 
of the region’s countries and 
disrupted millions of people’s 
livelihoods.

On February 12 of this year, 
the mrc issued a press re-
lease expressing concern that 
water levels in the river had 
dropped significantly, chang-
ing the colour of the water in 
some stretches of the river. 
The organisation warned that 
this situation could impact 
agricultural production and 

wildlife populations in cam-
bodia and the other countries 
in the region.

In their report, the mrc de-
tailed particularly worrisome 
water levels in the mekong 
between the Jinghong hydro-
power station in china’s Yun-
nan province and the delta in 
Vietnam. 

cambodia and its portion 
of the mekong are located 
squarely between those two 
points on the map – making 
up much of the trouble zone 
for low water levels that the 
mrc has identified. 

ministries to cooperate
on forest protection plan

Japanese grant to support 
mekong river monitoring

Germany pledges vaccine support
Niem Chheng

GErmaN ambassador to cambodia 
christian Berger said Germany had de-
veloped the first covid-19 test system 
and assisted in the production of the 
highly effective Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 
which was recently approved for use by 
World health Organisation (WhO). 

In a recent interview with The Post, 
Berger also noted that German medical 
technology company cureVac, in part-
nership with the German pharmaceuti-
cal firm Bayer, planned to produce up 
to one billion doses of vaccine per year, 
once their vaccine is approved.

“If every producer comes up with similar 
quantities, the covid problem should dis-
appear sooner, rather than later,” he said, 
adding that Germany supported the WhO’s 
cOVaX initiative with more than €2.1 billion 
[$2.53 billion] in funding in 2020 and 2021.

“This money was given with no condi-
tions attached other than those set by the 
WhO itself. In other words, we have fully 
delivered on our global pledge in [sup-
port of] the vaccination drive,” he said.

regarding German contributions 
to cambodia’s fight against covid-19, 
Berger said Germany had provided sup-
port to help beef up the Kingdom’s test-
ing capacity. Germany also supported 
the design and rollout of a cash transfer 
programme and facilitated the creation 
of a digital on-demand-identification 
scheme, which helped add 200,000 more 
households to the government cash 
transfer programme in may 2020.

“Furthermore, the German government 
has mobilised an additional cash transfer 
of €6 million to be channelled to the most 
affected [people in cambodia] through the 
World Food Programme. In other words, 
cambodia has received more than what 
others would call a fair share,” he said.

asked if Germany would help provide 

vaccines to cambodia, he said that Ger-
many wants to be fair to every nation and 
that each country can organise their own 
distribution scheme through the WhO. 

“We have deliberately taken the decision 
not to have prejudice against or in favour 
of any country, and not to have a prejudice 
in favour of or against any of the vaccines. 
any vaccine approved by the WhO and 
bought by the WhO to be distributed is 
fine with us. and we hope that there will 
be a German one, obviously. But we are 
neutral on [this issue],” he said.

Berger said he admired and approved 
of the cambodian government’s strict 
measures taken to deal with local trans-
mission and also the cambodian peo-
ple’s mature acceptance of these deci-
sions, as this level of cooperation helped 
to stabilise the situation here. 

he noted that cambodia has a limited 
capacity for its health system and so it 
is important to ensure that the covid-
19 infection rate remains low enough to 
prevent the healthcare system from be-
ing overwhelmed by cases.

“I must say I am very much impressed 

both by the way the government had 
handled the first crisis incident and the 
subsequent individual outbreaks. and 
also, let me say that by the way the pub-
lic has supported these harsh measures 
taken by the government,” he said.

Germany has recently provided cam-
bodia with an additional $16 million in re-
sponse to covid-19 in addition to its ongo-
ing support in the areas of healthcare and 
social security, according to Berger.

Kin Phea, director of the royal acad-
emy of cambodia’s International rela-
tions Institute, said Germany contrib-
utes a lot to the cambodian healthcare 
system and has assisted with building 
capacity for government officials, espe-
cially in the areas of decentralisation and 
deconcentration as well as programmes 
like IDpoor, among others.

“Germany is an important player in the 
EU and has provided significant support to 
cambodia. Their approach [to diplomacy] 
is soft, focusing more on capacity building 
and technical assistance. cambodia wel-
comes their support as long as there are no 
conditions attached,” he said.

German ambassador Christian Berger speaks at the embassy on Thursday. Yousos ApdoulrAshim

[The grant] will help further 
the capacity of the MRc in . . . 
predicting the river’s water 

levels more accurately
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Voun Dara

ThE construction of a new 
prison on 10ha of land in 
Kampong chhnang prov-
ince’s rolea Ba’ier district has 
been temporarily postponed 
due to the covid-19 crisis. 

The new prison, which is 
scheduled to be completed by 
a private company this year, 
can accommodate around 
2,000 inmates, according to 
General Department of Pris-
ons spokesman Nuth Savna.

Savna said the construction 
of the new prison was initiat-
ed by the provincial adminis-
tration to replace the old one 
which currently stands on 1ha 
of land in the same district.  

“The provincial administra-
tion saw that the old prison 
was narrow, so we need to 
find a new place that has 
space to provide training for 
detainees and vegetable gar-
dens [they can tend] while 
incarcerated,” he said.

according to Savana, the 
construction of the new site 
includes a detention building, 
a health post, a library, a hall, a 
handicraft workshop, an admin-
istration building and a kitchen.

“Because of the covid-19 
pandemic, the company faced 
a financial problem and re-
quested a six-month delay in 
November last year,” he said. 

Savana said that the new 
location, which also provides 
room for expansion, could 
accept detainees from other 

provincial prisons too.
ministry of Interior secretary 

of state Pao ham Phan said 
that the number of detainees 
had increased after authorities 
launched a nationwide crack-
down on drug-related crimes 
across the country.

ham Phan said among the 
more than 39,000 inmates 
nationwide, over 22,000 were 
involved in drug offences, ac-
counting for more than 58 per 
cent of the total. he pointed out 
that in prison management, 
there are two main challenges, 
one of which is overcrowding 
due to lack of infrastructure.

“Normally, there is space for 
about 12,000 prisoners. But 
now the number of detainees 
has risen to more than 39,000. 
If we do not renovate the pris-
on cells to offer more space for 
inmates to stay, it will not be 
possible to manage the num-
ber of detainees,” he said.

The second challenge, he 
said, is presented in article 4 of 
chapter 3 in the royal decree 
on inmate clemency which 
states that sentence reductions 
and pardons can only be im-
plemented for those who have 
been sentenced to imprison-
ment by a final verdict.

“Based on the royal decree, we 
can only implement it on about 
12,000 prisoners. as for the more 
than 16,000 other convicts, al-
though they have been to trial, 
some have not yet received a 
final verdict while others are still 
on appeal,” he said.

Prison project on
hold due to covid

Gov’t rejects logging claims
Nov Sivutha

T
hE ministry of Environment has 
rejected reports by amnesty In-
ternational and the Prey Lang 
community Network (PLcN) that 

large-scale illegal logging has increased in 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary since PLcN 
was banned from patrolling the area.

ministry spokesman Neth Pheak-
tra told The Post on February 28 that 
the groups’ reports amounted to an  
organised campaign with malicious in-
tent to subvert the government on the 
management and conservation of natu-
ral resources.

“They think that only their group is the 
only natural resources protector. In fact, 
they just want to cause conflict, create 
anarchy and continue to encourage law 
abuses,” he said.

he added that this is an insult to the 
dedication of park rangers and protected 
area communities who are striving hard 
for the protection and conservation of 
natural resources.

according to Pheaktra, amnesty Interna-
tional’s February 5 report is incorrect and 
is intended to discredit the government 
under the cover of human rights, freedom 
and democracy. The organisation, he said, 
tends to provide support to those who vio-
late the law without shame and encourage 
them to continue breaking the law. 

Pheaktra said the ministry does not 
need to respond to the PLcN report 
which he claimed does not reflect the 
facts and were prepared and compiled 
with the support of foreigners. The sanc-
tuary, he added, is only presented in a 
negative light, and it only seeks support 
for the group’s activities.

“This report is also not up-to-date, as the 
environment ministry and its partners’ op-
erations throughout 2020 have achieved 

good results in preventing and cracking 
down on natural resource crime,” he said.

Pheaktra acknowledged that forestry 
crimes continue to occur in protected 
areas, including the Prey Lang Wildlife 
Sanctuary, but only on a small scale. 

The PLcN’s February 27 report said: 
“Satellite imagery data on deforestation 
has been linked to an increase in PLcN 
patrol bans and an increase in illegal 
logging by companies operating near 
the Prey Lang area.”

It called on the government to imple-
ment existing regulations and laws about 
protecting forests and the public to par-
ticipate in natural resource protection.

Khem Sokhy, a PLcN member in Preah 
Vihear province, said that since the en-
vironment ministry banned PLcN from 

patrolling the area in February 2020, 
forestry crimes keep happening. he said 
there were fewer cases of forestry crimes 
before PLcN was banned because per-
petrators were scared.

“If the environment ministry chooses to 
work on it [natural resources protection] 
alone while there are not enough officers to 
cover almost half-a-million hectares, offend-
ers will take advantage of this [loophole]. 

“If the ministry maintains its [sole] 
authority, the forest will keep being de-
stroyed,” he said. 

according to Pheaktra, however, the 
ministry has recently cooperated with 
the National committee for the Pre-
vention and crackdown on Natural re-
source crimes to address the issue in the 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary.

Ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra visits rangers at a wildlife sanctuary. Yousos ApdoulrAshim
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,840 16,840 16,900 16,840

2 GTI 3,280 3,200 3,280 3,200

3 PAS 13,200 13,480 13,480 13,000

4 PEPC 2,900 2,950 2,950 2,900

5 PPAP 13,940 12,300 14,080 12,200

6 PPSP 1,590 1,600 1,610 1,590

7 PWSA 6,080 6,080 6,080 6,000

Date: February 26, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,082 1.2628 6.4633 106.43 4.0505 1.3282 30.36 0.7801 1.2120 1.3934

DGB Financial Group inks investment cooperation moU

Kampot border market 
to break ground in 2021
Thou Vireak

c
amBODIa expects 
to break ground on 
a second frontier 
“model market” by 

the end of this year, this time 
near the Prek chak Interna-
tional Border checkpoint 
that links Kampot province 
to Vietnam’s Kien Giang prov-
ince, according to minister of 
commerce Pan Sorasak.

Sorasak unveiled plans for 
the market following a Febru-
ary 27 inspection of its pro-
posed location.

and Kampot provincial 
governor cheav Tay told The 
Post on February 28 that an 
inter-ministerial committee 
drawn from the ministries 
of commerce; Economy and 
Finance; and Land manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
construction gave the site the 
green light.

This comes after the first such 
market, Da market in Tbong 
Khmum province, was inaugu-
rated on December 24, 2019.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Prime minister hun Sen or-
dered the commerce ministry 
to work with Svay rieng and 
Kampot officials to build two 
additional border markets in 
a bid to shore up border trade 
and enhance cooperation 
with cambodia’s neighbour 
Vietnam.

“The market is designed to 
benefit exports to Vietnam. 
We want to use the national 
budget to build them. I sup-
port this initiative to develop 
and transform border com-
munities,” he said, adding 
that he wanted the design of 
the market to have a distinct 
traditional Khmer flavour.

Sorasak said the new bor-
der “model market” will be 
located on 2ha in russey Srok 
Khang Koeut commune’s Th-
kov village of Kampot’s Kam-
pong Trach district in its first 
phase.

Blueprints of the market, on 
the other hand, show that the 
project will eventually cover 
50ha.

The minister said: “In the 
first phase of the project, a 
network of roads in the cam-
bodia-Vietnam border area, a 
two-story building to house 
the market and other infra-
structure will be developed.”

he added that the “model 
market” had been designated a 
“priority project” and would use 
$2 million from state coffers.

“I wish to ask local authori-
ties at all levels and all stake-
holders to smoothen the path 
for and work well with the 
construction company to 
ensure that the project is suc-
cessfully completed as soon 
as possible. according to 
plans, the model [market] will 
be finished early next year or 
in mid-2022,” Sorasak said.

and provincial governor 
Tay stressed that the inter-
ministerial committee is 
doing everything it can to 
speed through the relevant 
procedures so that construc-
tion can begin this year as 
planned.

“Through this market, bor-

der trade will be duty-free, 
most cambodians [in the 
area] have agricultural and 
agro-industrial commodities 
that they will trade there. I 
hope this achievement will 
improve border trade and the 
livelihood of the people,” he 
said.

cambodia chamber of 
commerce vice-president 

Lim heng said the second 
border “model market” would 
herald a flow of cambodian 
wares into Vietnam.

“If you ask me, it’s fantas-
tic news that we’re setting up 
the border model markets,” 
he said. “These will boost the 
market and price of cambo-
dian agricultural products – 
most of which we produce in 

excess of demand – and I hope 
others will be set up on the 
cambodian-Thai and cambo-
dian-Lao borders to undergird 
trade cooperation.”

In 2020, the bilateral trade 
between cambodia and Viet-
nam reached about $5 billion, 
similar to the $5.3 billion in 
2019, according to Vietnam’s 
VTV1 television channel.

Hin Pisei

camBODIa and Seoul-listed DGB 
Financial Group will further ramp 
up investment cooperation as the 
Kingdom prepares to pen a bilat-
eral free trade agreement (FTa) with 
South Korea in June.

a memorandum of understand-
ing (moU) was signed to this effect 
on February 24 between cambo-
dian ambassador to South Korea 
Long Dimanche and DGB Financial 
Group Inc cEO Kim Tae-oh.

Dimanche told The Post on February 
28 that an moU with a major Korean 
financial institution not only reflects 
the growth of trade relations between 
cambodia and South Korea, but also 
paves the way for more Korean inves-
tors to invest in the Kingdom.

he stressed that the embassy carries 
out a wealth of targeted dissemina-
tion work and organises meetings with 
company representatives and inves-
tors to highlight the Kingdom’s consid-
erable potential for direct investment.

“DGB Financial Group clearly sees 
the cambodian economy’s poten-
tial for rapid development and this 

requires companies to improve co-
operation and coordination with 
the embassy to further expand in-
vestment into cambodia,” he said.

In the next step, the Daegu-based 
financial group plans to invest in 
digital systems in cambodia, ac-
cording to Dimanche.

With the tentative date for the FTa 
signing fast approaching, Dimanche 
stressed that the tariff exemptions 
provided by the deal on a wide range 

of items would substantially prop up 
trade between the two countries.

By the same token, however, cam-
bodia must ramp up production ca-
pacity and quality, he cautioned.

The moU also stipulates collab-
orative arrangements in other ar-
eas such as social programmes that 
benefit cambodians living in South 
Korea and those back at home.

DGB Financial Group will offer 
special interest rates for cambodian 

migrant workers who wish to take 
out loans and will provide support to 
cambodian students in South Kore-
an executive training programmes.

according to Kim, the financial 
group was launched in 2011 and 
now runs eight subsidiaries – DGB 
Daegu Bank, hI Investment & Secu-
rities co Ltd, DGB Life Insurance co 
Ltd, DGB capital co Ltd, DGB asset 
management co Ltd, DGB U Pay co 
Ltd, DGB Data System co Ltd and 
DGB credit Information co Ltd.

cambodia chamber of commerce 
vice-president Lim heng said the 
improvement in diplomatic relations 
has led to a steady rise in the number 
of Korean investors drawn to cambo-
dia with interests in all areas, from ag-
riculture to electronic components.

he said this surge in Korean direct 
investment will not only help create 
new jobs and income for cambodi-
ans, but will also help improve the 
Kingdom’s trade balance.

“cambodia rolls out the red car-
pet for all investment projects and 
all avenues of synergy with Korea, 
and the penning of a bilateral FTa 
between cambodia and Korea will 

further broaden trade relations be-
tween the two countries,” he said.

DGB Financial Group operates in 
cambodia through DGB Bank Plc, 
a wholly owned subsidiary of DGB 
Daegu Bank.

In October, DGB Bank received the 
nod from the National Bank of cam-
bodia (NBc) to restructure from a 
specialised bank into a full-fledged 
commercial bank to expand its 
banking business in the Kingdom, 
according to South Korea’s Yonhap 
News agency.

Trade between cambodia and South 
Korea clocked in at $884.88 million last 
year, down 17.77 per cent from $1.032 
billion in 2019, according to Korea In-
ternational Trade association (KITa).

The Kingdom exported more than 
$317 million worth of goods last 
year, down by 5.4 per cent year-on-
year, and imported $567 million, or 
down 18.6 per cent.

On the Korea Exchange, DGB Fi-
nancial Group’s share price fell by 70 
won ($0.062) or 0.98 per cent to close 
at 7,070.00 won on February 26 for a 
market capitalisation of 1.196 trillion 
won, with 521,677 shares traded.

Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak (centre right) inspects the proposed location of the second frontier 
‘model market’ in Russey Srok Khang Koeut commune’s Thkov village of Kampot province’s Kampong Trach 
district on Saturday. SUPPLIED

Cambodian ambassador to South Korea Long Dimanche (centre right) and DGB Financial 
Group Inc CEO Kim Tae-oh (centre left) at the MoU signing. LONG DIMANCHE VIA FACEBOOK
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Kingdom, E Timor renew trade, investment vows
Thou Vireak

c
ambodia and East Timor 
on February 25 reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
deeper trade and invest-

ment ties in a bid to increase bilat-
eral trade, while progress on a deal 
to export the Kingdom’s milled rice 
to the aSEaN candidate remains 
stalled.

The pledge was made at a meet-
ing between minister of Foreign af-
fairs and international cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn and his East Timorese 
counterpart adaljiza magno via vid-
eo link, the ministry said in a Febru-
ary 26 press statement.

Sokhonn said in the statement that 
the two sides discussed bilateral is-
sues in the regional and internation-
al contexts that are in the common 
interest, and agreed to strengthen 
and expand cooperation in trade, 
investment, tourism, education and 
human resource development.

“The two foreign ministers ac-
knowledged that trade between the 
two countries remains limited and 
agreed to lobby for interested par-
ties on both sides to pursue existing 
cooperation agreements between 
the two countries’ chambers of 
commerce and explore possibilities 
of increasing bilateral economic and 
business activities,” he was quoted 
as saying.

Trade between cambodia and 
East Timor is valued at just $300,000 
per annum, ministry spokesman 
Koy Kuong told online news portal 
Fresh News.

cambodia exported $212,880 
worth of merchandise to East Timor 
in 2018, and imported $5,300, 

according to a report by online 
platform Trading Economics, ex-
tracting data from the UN interna-
tional Trade Statistics database (UN 
comTradE).

The statement said the two foreign 
ministers encouraged the relevant 
authorities of both sides to fast-track 
talks on three memorandums of un-
derstanding – tourism cooperation, 
general cooperation, as well as trade 
and technical cooperation on a Na-
tional Transportation centre.

in June last year, minister of com-
merce Pan Sorasak said at a meet-

ing with East Timorese ambassador 
to cambodia Ermenegildo “Kupa” 
Lopes that the Kingdom “has al-
ready prepared 30,000 tonnes of 
rice for export, and we ask the East 
Timorese side to evaluate the ins 
and outs of the plan and get back to 
us with its feedback”.

and at an april 17 meeting with 
the Green Trade company, under 
the commerce ministry, and the 
cambodia rice Federation (crF), 
Lopes proposed a plan for the King-
dom to start exporting rice to East 
Timor to curb food shortages due 

to covid-19, but did not specify an 
amount.

meanwhile, cambodia exported a 
total of 690,829 tonnes of milled rice 
last year, valued at nearly $539 mil-
lion, an increase of 11.40 per cent in 
volume compared to 2019, accord-
ing to data from the ministry of ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries.

Six aSEaN countries imported 
86,899 tonnes of milled rice from 
the Kingdom, accounting for a 12.58 
per cent share of the total.

cambodia and East Timor have 
consistently vowed to broaden bilat-

eral trade and investment relations 
for the benefits of the two countries 
and peoples.

cambodia was the first aSEaN 
member to support East Timor’s bid 
to join the 10-nation bloc, which it 
announced in 2011. membership 
would dramatically boost its econo-
my, trade and investment.

East Timor imported $597 mil-
lion worth of goods in 2019, soar-
ing 27 per cent from $470 million in 
2018, reported Portugal’s Lusa News 
agency, citing data from the coun-
try’s ministry of Finance.

of this, 37.9 per cent came from 
indonesia, 16.2 per cent from hong 
Kong, 14.6 per cent from Singapore 
and 14.4 per cent from mainland chi-
na, the ministry’s General directorate 
of Statistics said in its annual External 
Trade Statistics report 2019.

Portugal, the country’s former co-
lonial power, was 14th on the list, ex-
porting $5.4 million worth of goods, 
Lusa reported.

East Timor mainly imported fuel – 
accounting for around 25 per cent of 
the total – followed by vehicles, cere-
als, machinery, beverages and iron.

The country exported an all-time 
record of $182.3 million worth of 
goods in 2019 since it gained inde-
pendence from indonesia in 2002, 
with crude oil included in the figure 
for the first time last year.

Nearly half of all shipments went 
to Singapore, with the next largest 
markets being malaysia, Japan and 
mainland china.

East Timor exported more than 
7,000 tonnes of coffee (its main ex-
port) last year, worth $18.32 million, 
of which about half went to indone-
sia, according to Lusa.

chevron plans to increase 
caltex petrol stations to 100
May Kunmakara

ThE government has wel-
comed chevron (cambodia) 
Ltd’s plan to nearly triple its 
network of caltex petrol sta-
tions in the Kingdom to 100, 
according to a senior official at 
the ministry of mines and 
Energy on February 28.

cheap Sour, director-gener-
al of the ministry’s General 
department of Petroleum, told 
The Post that chevron cambo-
dia cEo Pongtorn Tangmanus-
wong revealed the expansion 
plans at a meeting with minis-

ter Suy Sem on February 23 
without providing an exact 
timeframe.

“in actuality these are mere-
ly sketches, they don’t confirm 
whether the 100 stations would 
materialise by this year. The 
company now has just 35 sta-
tions.

“The government welcomes 
all of the company’s business 
expansions so long as the pro-
posed locations have received 
the go-ahead from local 
authorities and the technical 
specifications of the stations 
are in accordance with our 
directives and procedures 
related to safety,” he said.

Sour noted that he had yet to 
receive formal applications for 
the proposed petrol stations.

“The company has to apply 
for the added stations indi-
vidually and we need to keep 
tabs on safety at the prospec-
tive locations.

“The petrol station business 
is different from others and 
requires us to visit and evalu-
ate safety plans and locations 
in a practical way.”

chevron cambodia was 
incorporated in 1995 as caltex 
cambodia, according to its 
parent company, the New 

York-listed chevron corp. in 
2008, the wholly-owned retail 
and marketing subsidiary was 
renamed, while it continued 
to do business under the cal-
tex brand.

on the New York Stock 
Exchange, chevron’s (cVX) 
share price fell $2.35 or 2.30 
per cent to close at $100.00 on 
February 26 for a market capi-
talisation of $192.638 billion, 
with 14.454 million shares 
traded.

chevron cambodia’s expan-
sion plans come as Singapore-
based oil and gas exploration 
company KrisEnergy Ltd on 
december 28 extracted the 

first drop of crude oil from 
cambodian waters.

The highly-anticipated mile-
stone extraction from the off-
shore cambodia block a con-
cession in the Khmer basin’s 
apsara oilfield made the King-
dom the eighth oil producer in 
the 10-member aSEaN, with 
only Singapore and land-
locked Laos not producing 
crude.

and Prime minister hun Sen 
recently said the PV Drilling III 
jack-up rig began drilling the 
second well of the five-well 
“mini Phase 1a” mini platform 
on January 30.

“i would like to assure our 
compatriots that our first oil-
field has been in operation for 
33 days, producing 1,236 bar-
rels a day. in 33 days, 40,788 
barrels,” he said then. “We will 
continue to pump oil in 
2021.”

if international oil prices 
remain at around $55 per bar-
rel, the Kingdom could net 
about $30 million per annum 
from the commodity, he add-
ed. The estimates show that 
the block a could be able to 
pump out between 7,000 and 
7,500 barrels a day.

Sour has confirmed that 
KrisEnergy is drilling the 
remaining four wells of the 
mini platform to accompany 
a-01d, the source of the King-
dom’s first drop of oil extract-
ed. These wells have been 
named a-02d through 
a-05d.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn (right) meets his East Timorese counterpart Adaljiza 
Magno via video link on Thursday. FOREIGN MINISTRY

The petrol station business is 
different and requires us to visit 
and evaluate safety plans and 

locations in a practical way
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US authorises J&J’s single-dose 
covid vaccine for emergency use
T

he US on February 27 authorised John-
son & Johnson’s (J&J) covid-19 vaccine for 
emergency use, giving the nation a third 
shot to battle the outbreak that has killed 

more than 500,000 people in the country.
The single-shot vaccine is highly effective in pre-

venting severe covid-19, including against newer 
variants, the Food and Drug administration (FDa) 
said before giving it a green light.

US President Joe Biden said in a statement: “This 
is exciting news for all americans, and an encour-
aging development in our efforts to bring an end to 
the crisis.”

But he urged the populace to remain vigilant with 
anti-virus curbs such as social distancing, warning 
that new variants of the virus still posed a threat.

“But we cannot let our guard down now or as-
sume that victory is inevitable,” Biden said. 

a third vaccine is seen as a vital means to ramp up 
the immunisation rate in the US, where more than 
500,000 people have lost their lives to the corona-
virus.

In large clinical trials, the J&J vaccine’s efficacy 
against severe disease was 85.9 per cent in the US, 
81.7 per cent in South africa, and 87.6 per cent in 
Brazil.

Overall, among 39,321 participants across all re-
gions, the efficacy against severe covid-19 was 85.4 
per cent, but it fell to 66.1 per cent when including 
moderate forms of the disease.

crucially, analyses of various demographic groups 
revealed no marked differences across age, race, or 
people with underlying conditions.

100 million doses by June
The J&J vaccine is the third to be greenlighted in 

the US after Pfizer’s and moderna’s were provision-
ally approved in December.

Over 65 million people in the US have so far re-
ceived at least one shot of either the Pfizer or mod-
erna vaccines – but unlike those, the J&J vaccine 
requires just one dose, and is stored at fridge tem-
peratures, offering logistical and practical advan-
tages.

The J&J shot appears less protective than Pfizer 

and moderna’s two-shot regimens, which both have 
an efficacy of around 95 per cent against all forms 
of covid-19 from the classic coronavirus strain.

all three have been shown to fully protect against 
hospitalisations and death, however.

maine center for Disease control and Prevention 
director Nirav Shah told The Washington Post the 
two earlier vaccines were tested months before the 
emergence of “variants of concern” that could af-
fect the efficacy, meaning the Pfizer and moderna 
results were not an “apples to apples” comparison 
with the J&J shot.

There was a hint, based on preliminary data, that 
the J&J vaccine might be effective against asymp-
tomatic infection – though the company said it 
needs to do more research.

The company has announced it aims to deliver 20 
million doses by the end of march, with 100 million 
by June – though the US is pushing to expedite that 
timeline.

The J&J vaccine uses a common-cold causing 
adenovirus, which has been genetically modified 
so that it can’t replicate, to carry the gene for a key 
protein of the coronavirus into human cells. AFP

Tunisians protest amid political standoff
TUNISIa’S main parliamentary bloc 
ennahdha rallied thousands of people 
on February 27 in a demonstration of 
support for the government amid a tug-
of-war with President Kais Saied.

The Islamist-inspired ennahdha and 
liberal Qalb Tounes parties pushed for a 
reshuffling of the government by Prime 
minister hichem mechichi in mid-Jan-
uary, introducing 11 new ministers. 

Saied has strongly criticised the 
reshuffle – which was confirmed by 
parliament – saying he had not been 
consulted and charged that some min-
isters were suspected of corruption 
and conflicts of interest.

he also refused to confirm the new 
ministers, including interior, justice 
and health, leaving the government 
paralysed, in a country already reeling 

from economic hardship and the coro-
navirus pandemic.

February 27’s protest in the capital 
Tunis was called for by ennahdha, and 
several protesters said they rallied in 
support of the moderate Islamist party 
as well as for unity and democracy.

“We have a parliamentary system and 
it is not up to the president to decide 
who will govern,” said protester 
mohamed Khlif, who travelled from the 
coastal city of Sfax to take part in the 
rally.

“Democracy and the constitution 
must be respected,” he added.

around him protesters, who came to 
the capital from across the country, 
chanted “the people want national 
unity”.

The political standoff comes as Tuni-
sia has been hit hard by the coronavirus 
pandemic and its social and economic 
repercussions.

This “weakening governance” led 
international ratings agency moody’s 
this week to downgrade Tunisia’s sover-
eign debt rating, complicating the 
country’s borrowing power while it has 
not finalised its 2021 budget. 

The International monetary Fund 
(ImF) too warned in a report published 
on February 26 that the “covid-19 crisis 
is exacerbating Tunisia’s socio-econom-

ic fragilities” and “led to an unprece-
dented economic downturn”.

The ImF called for urgent reforms to 
reduce the fiscal deficit, which it said 
was estimated to have reached 11.5 per-
cent of gross domestic product (GDP) 
last year.

It also made a series of recommenda-
tions, including for limits on energy 
subsidies and lowering the wage bill.

‘Strengthened by visible support’
ennahdha head rached Ghannouchi 

addressed the protesters on February 
27, calling for dialogue and unity among 
political forces.

his party dominated the political 
scene after the 2011 uprising that top-
pled long-time leader Zine el-abidine 
Ben ali but has seen its base erode, now 
only controlling a quarter of the parlia-
ment.

But the protest showed that ennah-
dha “could still mobilise in large num-
bers” and this “allows [ennahdha] to 
come to the negotiating table strength-
ened by this visible support”, said ana-
lyst Youssef cherif.

The mobilisation, however, risks com-
plicating talks as ennahdha leaders 
have “gained confidence” in the face of 
a president hostile to any compromise, 
he added. AFP

US President Joe Biden speaks after visiting a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Covid-19 vaccination 
facility at NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas, on Friday. AFP

Supporters of the Islamist Ennahdha party wave national and party flags during a 
demonstration in support of the Tunisian government on Saturday in the capital Tunis. AFP

Saudi says 
‘foils’ new 
huthi strike 
on riyadh
LOUD explosions shook riyadh 
on February 27 as a Saudi-led 
military coalition said it thwart-
ed a missile attack launched by 
Yemen’s huthi rebels, which 
sent debris raining down on 
civilian homes.

The Iran-backed huthis have 
escalated attacks on the king-
dom, while they step up an 
offensive to seize the Saudi-
backed Yemeni government’s 
last northern stronghold of 
marib.

The Saudi-led coalition said 
it intercepted a huthi ballistic 
missile targeting riyadh, 
according to the official Saudi 
Press agency.

Fragments of the missile 
scattered over several riyadh 
neighbourhoods, damaging at 
least one home but no casual-
ties were reported, state-run 
al-ekhbariya television said.

aFP correspondents in the 
Saudi capital reported hearing 
multiple loud explosions. The 
night sky lit up with a bright 
flash following the interception 
of a missile, state television 
footage showed.

Separately, the coalition said 
it intercepted six huthi drones 
targeting the kingdom, includ-
ing the southern cities of 
Khamis mushait and Jizan.

The rebels did not immedi-
ately claim responsibility for 
any of the attacks. They fre-
quently strike southern areas 
and have previously targeted 
riyadh with missiles and 
drones.

The huthis have escalated 
cross-border attacks on the 
kingdom even after the US del-
isted the rebels as terrorists and 
stepped up efforts to de-esca-
late the six-year conflict.

The designation, imposed by 
the administration of former 
US president Donald Trump, 
had been widely criticised by 
aid organisations, who warned 
it would hamper their efforts to 
alleviate a humanitarian crisis 
in Yemen.

US President Joe Biden halted 
support to Saudi offensive oper-
ations in Yemen’s war, which he 
called a “catastrophe” that “has 
to end”. But he also reiterated 
US support for Saudi arabia in 
defending its territory.

alongside the cross-border 
attacks, the huthis are pressing 
ahead with a deadly offensive 
to seize the Yemeni govern-
ment stronghold of marib, 
where some of the country’s 
richest oil fields are found.

Years of bombings have failed 
to shake the rebels’ hold on the 
capital Sanaa, and they have 
steadily expanded their reach 
in the country’s north.

Yemen’s grinding conflict has 
claimed tens of thousands of 
lives and displaced millions, 
according to international 
organisations, sparking what 
the UN calls the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. AFP
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VN aims for 2025 GDP per capita of $5K
T

he communist Party 
of Vietnam (cPV) is 
aiming for Vietnam to 
reach gross domestic 

product (GDP) per capita of 
$5,000 by 2025 and to be a de-
veloped country by 2045.

The goals are part of the 
resolution of the 13th Nation-
al cPV congress held from 
January 25 to February 1, the 
entirety of which has just been 
released by the Office of the 
Party central committee. 

The resolution noted the 
highlight of the 12th tenure 
was the successful handling 
of the covid-19 pandemic re-
sulting in significant econom-
ic achievements – including 
stable macroeconomics, con-
trolled inflation and high GDP 
growth, while people’s living 
standards were improved.

The fight against corrup-
tion, loss and waste was in-
tensified, while the socio-
political situation remained 
stable, foreign relations deep-
ened and Vietnam’s profile on 
the international stage grew.

however, numerous short-
comings – including slow 
modernisation and industri-
alisation, shifting in the growth 
model, limited competitive-
ness and quality and productiv-
ity of the economy, inadequate 
adaptation to climate change 
and environment protection 
demands, drawbacks in build-
ing the cPV and rectification, 
that science and technology 
has not been the driving en-
gine of socio-economic growth 
and the lives of certain groups 
of people remain difficult – of 
the 12th tenure have been 
identified in the resolution.

The achievements of 35 
years of implementation of 
doi moi (reform), 30 years of 

implementing the 1991 cPV 
Platform and in the 10 years of 
implementing the 2011 revised 
cPV Platform have proven that 
the country’s path towards so-
cialism is consistent with Viet-
nam’s practical situation and 
the times’ development trends, 
with the party’s righteous lead-
ership the leading factor in 
Vietnam’s revolutionary victo-
ries, the resolution reads.

amid rapidly shifting and 
complex developments in the 
global scene, the cPV Plat-
form continues to serve as 
the ideological flag to gather 
the collective strength of 
united peoples for the goal of 
a “prosperous-people, strong-
nation, democratic, equita-
ble, and civilised” Vietnam.

In the coming years, the 
challenges and opportuni-

ties of a complicated world 
demand the entire cPV and 
Vietnamese people to “unite” 
and continue to have major 
changes in mindset and make 
correct and timely forecasts of 
the situation to prepare and 
deal with any circumstance, 
to “bring the country forward 
on the path of rapid, sustain-
able development” and the 
attainment of many orienta-
tions, goals, and tasks.

The resolution lists major 
guiding orientations of the 
years forward, including “per-
sistent and innovative” imple-
mentation of marxist-Leninism 
and ho chi minh ideology, per-
sistent pursuit of socialism and 
independence and upholding 
national interests based on the 
principles of the UN’s charter 
and international law and the 

spirit of equal and win-win 
cooperation, with national de-
fence and security in mind. 

It also aims to enhance pa-
triotism, the spirit of resilience, 
national unity and people’s 
aspirations to develop a pros-
perous and happy nation, pro-
moting socialist democracy, 
enhancing the quality of hu-
man resources and promoting 
innovation and science and 
technology – especially the 
achievements of the Fourth In-
dustrial revolution – in service 
of the country’s sustainable 
and rapid development.

In addition, party building 
and governance are goals, 
working towards a stream-
lined and effective system for 
the cPV with quality cadres 
and civil servants.

The “general objectives” are 

identified as improving the 
cPV’s leadership and ruling ca-
pacity; building a pure, strong 
and comprehensive party and 
political system; consolidating 
and raising people’s confidence 
in the party, state and socialist 
regime; and fomenting aspira-
tions to develop a prosperous 
and happy country.

The other objectives are pro-
moting the will and strength of 
national solidarity; promoting 
comprehensive and synchro-
nous doi moi (reforms), indus-
trialisation and modernisation; 
building and firmly defending 
the fatherland, maintaining a 
peaceful and stable environ-
ment; and striving to become a 
developed country with social-
ist orientations by the middle 
of the 21st century.

The “particular objectives” are 
set on Vietnam becoming a de-
veloped nation with a modern 
industrial base and leaving the 
ranks of lower-middle-income 
countries by 2025 – the year 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of the liberation of the south 
and national reunification.

By 2030, when the cPV cel-
ebrates its 100th founding an-
niversary, Vietnam is hoped to 
become a developing country 
with a modern industrial base 
and upper-middle incomes.

By 2045, the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment 
of the Democratic republic 
of Vietnam, now the Social-
ist republic of Vietnam, the 
country is hoped to become a 
developed, industrialised na-
tion with high income.

In 2021-2025, the resolu-
tion sets a target for average 
GDP growth of 6.5-to-seven 
per cent, GDP per capita by 
2025 reaching $4,700-5,000, 
the contributions of total fac-

tor productivity (TFP) in eco-
nomic growth reaching 45 per 
cent, the labour productivity 
increase hitting 6.5 per cent 
a year, urbanisation reaching 
45 per cent, the ratio of pro-
cessing and manufacturing 
industries in the GDP exceed-
ing 25 per cent, and the digital 
economy accounting for 20 
per cent of the country’s GDP. 

In this time frame, the reso-
lution aims for agricultural 
labour ratio staying at 25 per 
cent, the ratio of trained labour 
reaching 70 per cent, urban 
unemployment kept at below 
four per cent, the rate of mul-
tidimensional poverty main-
taining a decrease of one-to-
1.5 per cent year-on-year.

The resolution also aims 
for 10 doctors and 30 hospital 
beds for every 10,000 people, 
and strives towards 95 per cent 
of the Vietnamese popula-
tion being covered under the 
state’s health insurance, life ex-
pectancy reaching 74.5 years, 
and the ratio of communes 
obtaining new rural standards 
reaching at least 80 per cent, 
including 10 per cent meeting 
the requirements of exemplary 
new rural standards.

In terms of environment, 
by 2025, the goals are to have 
95-100 per cent of the urban 
population and 93-95 per cent 
of rural population having ac-
cess to clean and hygienic wa-
ter, 90 per cent of urban waste 
properly collected and treated, 
92 per cent of active industri-
al-processing zones outfitted 
with proper wastewater treat-
ment facilities; 100 per cent 
of all businesses polluting the 
environment punished; and 
upholding the national forest 
coverage at 42 per cent. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

myanmar junta sacks UN ambassador
myaNmar’S junta fired its UN 
ambassador on February 27 for 
breaking ranks to denounce the 
military’s ouster of civilian lead-
er aung San Suu Kyi, as police 
stepped up a crackdown on pro-
testers across the country. 

The country has been shaken 
by a wave of demonstrations 
since a coup toppled civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi on 
February 1.

authorities have ramped up 
the use of force to suppress dis-
sent, deploying tear gas, water 
cannons and rubber bullets to 
disperse some protests. Live 

rounds have been used in iso-
lated cases.

In justifying its seizure of 
power, the military has alleged 
widespread fraud in the Novem-
ber elections, which Suu Kyi’s 
party won in a landslide, and 
promised fresh polls in a year.

But its ambassador to the 
UN on February 26 broke 
ranks and made an emotional 
appeal to the international 
community for “the strongest 
possible action . . . to restore 
democracy”. 

Kyaw moe Tun also pleaded 
with his “brothers and sisters” 

in Burmese to keep fighting.
“This revolution must win,” 

he said, flashing the three-
finger salute that has become 
a symbol of resistance against 
the junta.

By February 27 night, state-
run TV announced that Kyaw 
moe Tun was no longer myan-
mar’s UN ambassador.

“[he] didn’t follow the order 
and direction by the state and 
betrayed the country,” accord-
ing to a myanmar radio and 
Television (mrTV) broadcast.

“That is why he is revoked 
from his position starting from 
today.”

 
‘We want to fight until we win’

News of Kyaw moe Tun’s 
removal follows a day of crack-
downs and mass arrests by 
myanmar’s security forces as 
the country enters its fourth 
week of daily protests against 
the generals’ grip on power.

chaos unfolded across com-
mercial hub yangon, with 
police closing in early on 
peaceful demonstrators and 
deploying rubber bullets to dis-
perse them from myaynigone 
junction. 

Protesters scattered into 
residential streets and started 
building makeshift barricades 
out of stacked tables and trash 
cans to stop the police. 

many wore hard hats and gas 
masks, wielding homemade 
shields for protection.

“What are the police doing? 
They are protecting a crazy 
dictator,” the protesters chant-
ed angrily.

Local reporters broadcast 
the chaotic scenes live on 
Facebook, including the 
moments when the shots rang 
out, which aFP reporters on 
the ground also witnessed.

“We want to fight until we 
win,” said protester moe moe, 
23, who used a pseudonym.

at nearby hledan junction 
several rounds of stun gre-
nades were fired, according to 
aFP reporters.

at least three media workers 
were detained, including an 
associated Press photogra-
pher, a video journalist from 
myanmar Now, and a photog-
rapher from the myanmar 
Pressphoto agency.

another protest near a shop-
ping centre in nearby Tamwe 
Township was broken up by 
police.

aye myint Kyi, a distraught 
mother of one shopper, said 
she reached her daughter 
briefly on the phone, who said 
she was being taken.

“I don’t know where she was 
taken,” she said, crying. “She 
was unjustly arrested.” AFP

Party delegates vote to adopt the Resolution of the 13th National Party Congress at the final session of the 
Congress held on February 1. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Police officers set up barriers with barbed wires and containers on 
Vibhavadi Rangsit parallel road. THE NATION

Police run to disperse protesters as they crack down on demonstrations 
against the military coup in Yangon on Saturday. AFP

Thai police block road as 
pro-democracy protesters 
plan march to Pm’s house
POLIce officers have set up bar-
riers with barbed wires and con-
tainers on Vibhavadi rangsit 
parallel road near the 1st Infan-
try Battalion, 1st King’s close 
Bodyguard regiment, to deal 
with a pro-democracy protest-
ers’ rally planned for later in the 
day on February 28.

reDem, or Free youth group, 
on February 25 had called on 
people to participate in their 
“rally against dictatorship” on 
February 28 starting at 3pm. 
The group’s march will start at 
Victory monument to Prime 
minister Prayut chan-o-cha’s 
army house in the 1st Infantry 

regiment, King’s close Body-
guard regiment.

The group said: “This is a fight 
for equal, democratic socialism. 
reDem demands a limit to 
royal power by curbing undem-
ocratic power, liberate democ-
racy by ousting the military from 
politics, and defeat poverty by 
building state welfare for all.”

The traffic on Vibhavadi 
rangsit parallel road from Vet-
erans General hospital to roy-
al Thai army Stadium was tem-
porarily closed, but motorists 
could use the expressway as 
usual. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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a
S VaccINES begin to roll 
out, there is increasing 
awareness that vaccines are 
not the silver bullets to kill 

the pandemic. First, there are lots of 
people who do not like vaccinations. 
moreover, if covid-19 resides within 
one part of your community, you 
might still get infected even with the 
vaccine shot.

Second, the available vaccines are 
being very unfairly distributed. as 
public health expert Gavin Yamey 
observed in Nature magazine: “as I 
write this, 191 million vaccination 
shots against covid-19 have been 
administered; more than three quar-
ters were given in just 10 nations that 
account for 60 per cent of the global 
gross domestic product.

“In some 130 nations with 2.5 billion 
people, not a single shot has been 
administered. high-income countries 
represent only 16 per cent of the 
world’s population, but they have pur-
chased more than half of all covid-19 
vaccine doses.”

Third, we don’t even know whether 
there will be a “next normal”, since so 
many things are changing so fast that 
conventional knowledge is having 
trouble coping with change. The 
“new normal” is super-fast change, 
with covid-19 mutating as fast as 
vaccines are being innovated.

Given all such complexity, let’s 
draw some simple common sense 
lessons on what to do next.

First, change has happened so fast 
that even experts are likely to be 
wrong. relying on medical expertise 
alone means shutting down the 
economy, and that has indeed very 
tough costs. To be fair, there is so 
much distrust and fake news that no 
one knows who to believe anymore.

Second, in a chaotic transition with 
no agreement, we have to focus not 
on the “best”, but on what is practical 
and achievable. The best cannot be 
the enemy of the good.

Third, common sense tells you that 
in a crisis, cooperation is the only 
practical way out of the mess. But 
there are lots of people who think 
that demonising and fighting each 
other on the basis of fundamental 
beliefs and values is what matters.

That cannot be right, because if 
small fights escalate to nuclear war, 
there will be no one left. We have to 
accept that we live in one over-crowd-
ed planet in which we have to live 
with people we do not like, whether 
we like it or not. migration is like shuf-
fling deckchairs on the Titanic.

as someone trained to think logically 
and rationally, the US elections woke 
me up to the fact that no amount of 

facts and rational arguments can con-
vince Trump supporters to accept the 
evidence that the majority won.

We need to accept that there will 
always be a wide range of opinions on 
everything, so deciding issues demo-
cratically will be a noisy affair. Since 
public opinions are very polarised, it 
would make sense to start the process 
of building social consensus on what 
we think the post-pandemic economy 
and social system should look like. 

common sense tells us that top-
down solutions where a small group 
decides how the present is being 
shared – as we see, unequally – will 
not do. We will need bottom-up feed-
back mechanisms to ensure that each 
individual, community, nation and 
together, the world, will move towards 
a more green and inclusive place with 
peace and hopefully prosperity.

actually, we are in this chaotic 
phase because we have moved from 
a “unipolar” to a “multipolar” world. 
This is because not only is the hege-
monic power having an intense inter-
nal debate on what to do domestical-
ly, its foreign policy is also being 
questioned by the rest of the world.

Does the rest of the world want the 
US to remain as the world’s police-
man? and can the US even afford this 
role, given her rising deficits?

These common sense questions 
have a paradoxical answer. Political 

scientist Professor Deborah Stone in 
her book, Policy Paradox identify poli-
tics in any country as the art of recon-
ciling conflicting differences arising 
from race, religion, values, and inter-
ests that are not always rational or 
rather emotional.

If the state is to stick together with-
out fighting or civil war, these conflicts 
must be resolved amicably. But since 
those who advise the politicians are 
the economists and lawyers who are 
trained to think rationally, the solu-
tions proposed, certainly those intro-
duced in the last 30 years, don’t seem 
to work as intended.

For example, the US preaches equali-
ty since its founding and yet Black 
americans still face serious racial dis-
crimination. Why is it that in the rich-
est country with the best medical facil-
ities, native americans have a covid-19 
mortality rate two and half times high-
er than the whites and asian average?

In short, rational solutions may not be 
able to explain let alone solve irrational 
or emotion social conflicts or issues.

The common sense answer is that 
human beings are both rational and 
irrational at the same time. Just 
because scientific theories work in 
practice in nature, this does not 
mean that social science theories 
work in societies that do not conform 
wholly to rational thinking. The 
smartest solutions are those that the 

people will accept as something that 
is simple to understand, looks fair 
and works. Simply writing complex 
laws and rules, which is the standard 
political or bureaucratic response to 
crises, can fool some people some of 
the time, but not all of the time. 

What is the most urgent task to re-
build after the pandemic and global 
economic devastation? conventional 
politics works through contentious 
debates where the opponents try to 
score points against each other, so 
that what makes headlines in the 
social media is what counts.

What we need is a proper dialogue, 
not monologues that talk past each 
other, on how we together imagine a 
better future, and then how we can 
work together to deliver that future.

common sense tells us that within a 
family, if we don’t talk together, we 
don’t belong together. We are no longer 
a collection of tribes and villages, but 
7.8 billion people living in a crowded, 
burning planet of our collective crea-
tion. Time to begin the first step of 
healing through local narratives, that 
will eventually form the basis for a glo-
bal narrative of diverse plurality.

If we fail, we have only ourselves to 
blame, no one else. ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Andrew Sheng writes on global issues with 
an Asian perspective. The views expressed 
are his own.

Why is common sense not common?

We are no longer a collection of tribes and villages, but 7.8 billion people living in a crowded, burning planet of our collective creation. SUPPLIED

Opinion
Andrew Sheng 
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SucceSSive covid-19 lock-
downs may have given people 
in France, as elsewhere, a new-
found taste for home cooking, 
but one delicacy has yet to 
worm its way back onto the 
nation’s plates: snails.

With the country’s restau-
rants closed since the start of 
a second lockdown on October 
30, producers in France’s 
“escargot” heartland of Bour-
gogne are battling to stay 
afloat.

Snails cooked in garlic butter 
is a classic of French cuisine 
that has long inspired a mix of 
fascination and horror among 
tourists, particularly Britons 
who recoil at the idea of eating 
the molluscs.

While few French people buy 
snails on a regular basis – they 

are generally rolled out during 
parties or the holiday season 
– they still regularly feature on 
restaurant menus.

But with restaurants looking 
set to remain shuttered for 
several more weeks as France 
battles to bring down stub-
bornly high covid-19 infec-
tions, snail farmers fear for 
their future.

“in 2020, my sales were down 
by 33 per cent more than fore-
cast,” producer herve menelot 
said, adding that he did not 
pay himself a wage from June 
to October 2020 and was living 
off his savings.

“This year is the same. i have 
no [trade] show coming up, no 
farmers’ market, no restau-
rants. We’re not very optimis-
tic, menelot said, adding that 

he feared he may have to wind 
down his business.

Olivier Dard, another pro-
ducer, said his turnover had 
halved in 2020. Dard was 
forced to take a job with the 
local council to supplement 
the family’s income.

The French snail industry is 
made up of hundreds of small 
farmers who have been strug-
gling to compete with cheaper 
imports from eastern europe.

Only five per cent of the 
30,000 tonnes of snails con-
sumed every year in France – a 
protected species that cannot 
be scooped up off a path and 
sold – are French.

Snail farmers have received 
small amounts of aid from the 
state but say it is not enough 
to offset their losses. afp

Next-gen German hunters focus on ethics
W

iTh her dread-
locks and nose 
piercing, Shan-
na reis doesn’t 

exactly look the part of the 
camouflage-clad hunter 
tracking game in the forest.

But the 28-year-old repre-
sents a new German genera-
tion of enthusiasts concerned 
about where they get their 
meat, especially as home 
cooking sees a resurgence 
during the pandemic.

reis was a practising veg-
etarian for a decade before 
returning meat to her plate 
once she got her hunting li-
cence five years ago.

But the only kind that passes 
her lips these days is fresh game, 
preferably specimens she’s 
killed and prepared herself.

“it’s important to me to 

know where the meat i eat 
comes from,” she said on 
the outskirts of her western 
village aspisheim near the 
river rhine, rifle slung over 
a shoulder and accompanied 
by one of her three dogs.

hunting licences have 
grown increasingly popu-
lar in Germany, where meat 
makes up a large part of the 
average diet.

The National hunting Fed-
eration said there were about 
390,000 practitioners at the end 
of 2020, a quarter more than 30 
years ago, its spokeswoman 
anna martinsohn said.

That’s far below the number in 
neighbouring France, estimated 
at around one million in 2019. 
But there the figure has fallen by 
half in the last 40 years.

in Germany, 19,000 people 

went for their hunting permit 
last year and four in five of 
them were successful – “twice 
as many as 10 years ago”, mar-
tinsohn said.

Don’t want that meat
europe’s top economy is the 
biggest consumer of pork in 
the eu and its large slaugh-
terhouse industry prepares 
the meat of more than 55 mil-
lion pigs and 3.5 million cows 
for consumption.

however mass meat pro-
duction has suffered a seri-
ous blow to its image after a 
series of covid-19 outbreaks 
at German slaughterhouses, 
particularly at plants run by 
market leader Toennies.

media coverage of the 
spread of infections zeroed 
in on scandalous working 
conditions among subcon-
tractors, many brought in 

from eastern europe to toil 
for low wages on precarious 
contracts to ensure a supply 
of discount meat.

“People are saying that in 
the long run they don’t want 
to eat that kind of meat,” 
said Nicole romig, 47, a high 
school teacher in Offenbach 
outside Frankfurt who has 
taken up hunting.

With the help of a butcher 
who is a friend of her family, 
she makes a range of meat 
dishes using game she has 
killed including grilled steaks, 
sausages and liver patties.

Respecting animal life
another hunting enthusi-

ast, 55-year-old ulf Grether, 
makes his own wild boar 
sausages and says demand is 
so strong he manages to sell 
out “even before i’ve made 
them”.

Those new to hunting are 
interested in “understanding 
the relationship between the 
forest, the fields and animals”, 
said alexander Polfers, the di-
rector of a hunting school in 
emsland in the northern state 
of Lower Saxony, which grants 
600 licences a year.

reis said she is interested 
in cleaning up hunters’ cruel 
image, also with the help of 
social media.

“it’s about conserving bi-
otopes, talking to farmers 
and preserving the forest 
economy,” said reis, who 
has more than 20,000 fol-
lowers on her instagram ac-
count dedicated to the hunt-
ing lifestyle.

The brothers Paul and Gerold 
reilmann, aged 25 and 22 and 
avid hunters, have over 30,000 
subscribers on Facebook.

But the snapshots of their 

trophies don’t only draw ad-
mirers, in a country where 
animal welfare groups are a 
powerful lobby.

“Killing an animal has 
nothing to do with respecting 
its life,” said Sandra Franz, 
spokeswoman of NGO ani-
mal rights Watch.

“There is no rational argu-
ment for hunting apart from 
the desire to kill and collect 
trophies to be displayed.”

hunters must also abide by 
regulations on wild animals’ 
habitats backed by forest-
ers and farmers, who tend to 
support massive culls to pre-
vent deer eating the shoots of 
young trees and hordes of wild 
boar trampling cornfields.

“We are always at war with 
the forest rangers,” said Gre-
ther, because “hunters are 
happy when there’s a strong 
animal population”. afp

Snail farming suffering through covid-19 downturn

German hunter and winemaker Shanna Reis poses with her dogs in her vineyard in Aspisheim near Bingen in western Germany in January. afp

With her dreadlocks and nose piercing, 28-year-old Shanna Reis 
doesn’t exactly look the part of the camouflage-clad hunter tracking 
game in the forest. afp

Snail breeder Sylvain Peyrot prepares Bourgogne snails in Etrigny central France. afp
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NongHyup Finance 
comes to the aid of 
customers after fire
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NongHyup Finance (Cambodia) Plc demonstrated its commitment 
to its customers and the wider community with a generous donation 
of food and money last Thursday to a family in Kampong Thom 
province affected by fire. The microfinance institution (MFI) handed 
out 100kg of rice, three boxes of canned fish, three boxes of noodles, 
five boxes of fish sauce, five boxes of soy sauce, 10kg of sugar, 10kg 
of salt and 10 bottles of cooking oil, as well as 600,000 riel (around 
$150). The kind contribution will help support the MFI’s customers as 
they rebuild after the devastating fire in Laok village, Santuk district, 
in the province’s Kampong Thmor commune on February 12. 

Tan Chong Motor Cambodia is set to launch the new Nissan Navara in the Kingdom early this month. The facelifted 2021 version of the 
versatile pickup truck boasts a rugged new design and offers enhanced interior comfort, as well as a range of improved features. Behind the 
new “interlock” grille, which further highlights the pickup’s imposing, rugged stance and tough image, the DNA of the powerful 2.5L engine 
and transmission now comes in two different outputs – High and Mid. The new Narara comes packed with a range of high-tech safety and 
infotainment features enhancing the driving experience, while road handling, vehicle stability and ride comfort have been improved. The 
new 2021 Navara is packed with Nissan’s “Innovation that Excites” – so hurry to the nearest authorised Nissan showroom for a booking or 
further information.

New Nissan Navara to hit Kingdom’s roads
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Huawei hosts Asia Pacific Media Tour and Roundtable
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AgriON Cambodia officially launched its app aimed at promoting more efficient farming methods  
on February 17. The AgriOn app will present farmer profiles, which will carry individual farmer’s details  
and records of their products. Established last year, AgriON is supported by Feed the Future Cambodia 
Harvest II, a project funded by USAid to accelerate the growth of the horticulture sector in the Kingdom.

AgriON app to promote better farming

Leading Chinese technology conglomerate Huawei last Thursday held the “Huawei Asia Pacific Media Tour and Roundtable” with a live video 
event, which was broadcast globally from the Mobile World Congress Shanghai 2021 Exhibition. During the event, a live conversation with 
Huawei Asia Pacific vice president, Jay Chen and chief digital officer, Michael Macdonald was held to discuss how digital technology can help 
achieve shared societal values. Huawei’s Technologies Cambodia also introduced to Post’s management and Digital Information Technology 
department’s staff the tech giant’s cloud computing solutions and artificial intelligence (AI) powered systems.



A
udiences are 
cramming into chi-
nese cinemas to 
watch a sentimental 

comedy that has rapidly be-
come one of the most popular 
films of all time in the country 
and marks a triumphant de-
but for its female director.

since its release a fortnight 
ago, Jia Ling’s Hi, Mom has be-
come the fourth best-selling 
film ever in china with ticket 
sales of at least 4.3 billion yuan 
($670 million), according to 
box-office tracker Maoyan.

if it continues its monu-
mental success, Hi, Mom 
could become the highest-
grossing movie ever by a fe-
male director.

Jia also plays the lead role as 
the daughter who travels back 
to 1981, before she was born, 
and tries to give her mother 
a better life than the one she 
had the first time around.

The film is partly biographi-
cal and an ode to Jia’s mother, 
who died in an accident when 
Jia was 19.

“Mum, don’t go, don’t leave 
me,” Jia says in the film – dis-
solving many in cinema audi-
ences into tears, even though it 
is for the most part a comedy.

chinese cinemas are largely 
back to normal after the coun-
try wrestled down coronavirus 
infections to a comparative 
trickle, and the film has given 

many a renewed appreciation 
of their mothers.

“i have never thought before 
that my mum was also a young 
girl in the past,” said college 
student Yu Yanting after see-
ing the film in shanghai.

Thirteen-year-old Vittoria 
and younger sister Valeria, 11, 
were inconsolable after watch-
ing it with their mother.

“i hope they will appreci-
ate mummy more now,” said 
their mother elaine, holding 
her two daughters close.

Overcoming her tears after a 
few minutes, a red-eyed Vittoria 
said behind her face mask: “All 
my friends are crying to this film, 
but maybe not as much as me.”

Mother’s love like air
Jia, who prior to this was 

best-known as a comedian 
in the male-dominated world 
of chinese comedy, said that 
she was “tormented” when 
her mother died suddenly.

But she hopes that rather 
than thinking of it as a sad film, 
audiences will appreciate her 
mother’s spirit and optimism.

“Our mum’s love for us is 
like air – it is there since we 
were born, so we often ignore 
it,” Jia told state television.

“But when we lose it, we ex-
perience a sense of suffoca-
tion and helplessness.”

Film critic Jing Runcheng 
said that Hi, Mom has become 

an outlet for chinese people 
to let their pent-up emotions 
flow, and knowing it is based 
on a true story gives it an ex-
tra impact.

“chinese people are really 
introverted and not good at 
expressing their feelings,” 
said Jing.

“You never imagine chinese 
people will suddenly, after 
watching a movie or reading 
something, run to their mothers 
and tell them they love them.

“But after watching this 
film, it helps give you that op-
portunity.”

Hi, Mom has been trending 
on Twitter-like Weibo, with 
one hashtag relating to the 
film drawing more than 1.5 
billion views.

Many people have taken to 
Weibo to celebrate their moth-
ers, posting pictures of them-
selves together or snaps of their 
mums when they were young.

The film has also sparked 
discussion online about what 
people would tell their moth-
ers if they could go back in 
time, like in the film.

Many said they would tell 
their mothers not to marry 
their fathers or have children.

Marriage breakups have 
surged over the last two de-
cades in china as divorce laws 
were liberalised and women 
became more financially in-
dependent. AFP

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Silence!”
  5 Santa in California?
 10 Part of a nucleus
 13 Bismarck’s first name
 14 Boring tool
 15 Hen home
 16 Daydreamer’s state
 19 Vessel with a spigot
 20 Lobster companion
 21 Come next
 22 Core group?
 24 Rock tour info
 25 Crystal-ball gazer
 26 It may be wood-burning
 28 Bear with a big chair
 30 Apart from any others
 31 Biological blueprint
 34 Try to see things the other way?
 38 Filming locale
 39 Santa Fe brick
 40 Leaders of the pack
 41 Finger-choosing call
 42 Hack’s due
 44 Hacks’ vehicles
 46 Predatory critter

 49 Make the transition
 50 Maker of big bucks
 52 One-many link
 53 Make no detours
 56 Get the pot started
 57 Usher’s walkway
 58 Tuna another way?
 59 Impart a new color
 60 Ten-speed alternative
 61 Shameless joy
DOWN
  1 Mundane
  2 Many wombs
  3 Holds to one’s decision
  4 Brick carrier
  5 Slow gallop
  6 Troubadour’s instruments
  7 Turkish title of honor (Var.)
  8 Smell and then some
  9 A jump shot forms one
 10 Wake from sleep
 11 Knotty situation
 12 Part of a church
 15 Short narrative or tale
 17 Man or Ely
 18 Rake take
 23 Campus big wheel

 24 “Finished!”
 26 Ones guilty of disorderly conduct?
 27 Muscle condition
 28 They go below signatures, for 

short
 29 Stopped fasting
 30 Shakespearean “shortly”
 31 Dishonest
 32 Aberdeen denial
 33 Some feature jingles
 35 Ray of The Kinks
 36 Horace wrote many
 37 Medical motto word
 41 Give off
 42 Like Dracula
 43 Foot curve
 44 Smaller than small
 45 Playing marble
 46 Lightweight fabric
 47 Zero of the population
 48 Rich cake
 49 Edible herring
 50 Vivacity
 51 Coarse file
 54 Scot’s head-coverer
 55 G.I.’s ID

“HAT RACKS” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

sentimental comedy
latest hit film in china

Audiences are cramming into Chinese cinemas to watch a sentimental comedy – Jia Ling’s Hi, Mom – that has 
rapidly become one of the most popular films of all time in the country and marks a triumphant debut for its 
female director. AFP

A man walks past a poster for the movie Hi, Mom at a cinema in Beijing on February 20. AFP
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man city centre-backs topple West 
ham, Brighton drops to West Brom
m

anchester city’s cen-
tre-backs ruben Dias 
and John stones both 
struck as the Premier 

League leaders beat West ham 2-1 on 
February 27, while West Brom enliv-
ened the battle to beat the drop with 
a controversial 1-0 win over Brighton 
in which the seagulls missed two 
penalties.

Pep Guardiola’s men are now 13 
points clear thanks to a 20-game 
winning run in all competitions that 
has seen them close in on an unprec-
edented quadruple of trophies.

For the first time in recent weeks, 
city showed signs of fatigue, though, 
and needed the dominant centre-back 
pairing that has been a huge part of 
their success defensively this season to 
also make their mark at the other end.

“after 10 or 15 minutes today we 
realised we were not going to paint 
anything beautiful,” said Guardiola. 

“When you play a lot of games – in 
the league and then the champions 
League – this is normal. We were 
lucky to get all three points.”

Kevin De Bruyne made just his 
second start since returning from a 
hamstring injury and the Belgian’s 
teasing cross was powered home by 
Dias for his first city goal since join-
ing from Benfica in september.

city had kept eight clean sheets 
in their previous 10 league games, 
but West ham showed why they are 
fourth and pushing to edge out the 
likes of Liverpool, chelsea, totten-
ham and arsenal to qualify for next 
season’s champions League.

“I’m really disappointed we didn’t 

get a point,” said West ham boss David 
moyes. It was a terrific performance. 
We came here and tried to match a 
top side – and for long periods we 
did.”

michail antonio had already threat-
ened an equaliser by hitting the post 
before he did level by tapping home 
Jesse Lingard’s mishit shot just be-
fore half-time.

But city’s determination to keep 
winning shone through in the sec-
ond-half as stones smashed home 

riyad mahrez’s pass for the winner 
on 68 minutes.

Blunder costs Brighton
West Brom kept their hopes of avoid-

ing the drop alive with just a second 
win in 13 games under sam allardyce 
in a match overshadowed by a surreal 
moment of refereeing by Lee mason 
that cost Brighton an equaliser.

Kyle Bartley’s early header gave West 
Brom the lead before Pascal Gross and 
Danny Welbeck both hit the wood-

work either side of half-time from the 
penalty spot for the visitors.

Brighton did have the ball in the 
net when Lewis Dunk’s quickly taken 
free-kick, after mason had whistled 
for it to be taken, caught sam John-
stone napping. 

mason initially did not award the goal 
before reversing his decision. however, 
after reviewing the incident on Var, 
the goal was ruled out as the referee 
changed his mind for a second time.

“It’s embarrassing, it’s just a hor-
rendous decision,” said Dunk. “I said 
to the ref ‘can I take it’, he blew his 
whistle and I took it. I don’t think he 
knew what he was doing.”

In a statement, the Premier League 
said: “referee Lee mason has over-
turned the goal because the whistle 
had been blown a second time before 
the ball had crossed the line.”

Victory for the Baggies hauls al-
lardyce’s men to within eight points of 
safety, while Brighton remain just four 
points clear of the drop zone in 16th.

newcastle are also now four points 
clear of the bottom three despite 
blowing the lead to draw 1-1 at home 
to Wolves.

Jamaal Lascelles’s towering header 
put the magpies in front before ru-
ben neves equalised for nuno espiri-
to santo’s men, who remain in 12th.

aston Villa coped without the in-
jured Jack Grealish and kept their bid 
for the top four alive with a 1-0 win 
at Leeds.

anwar el Ghazi’s early strike moved 
eighth-placed Villa to within six 
points of West ham with two games 
in hand to come. AFP

Wales’ late surge clinches triple crown title
WaLes surged clear in the clos-
ing stages to beat england 
40-24 in cardiff on February 27 
to clinch the triple crown and 
stay on course for a six nations 
Grand slam.

Defeat all but ended reigning 
champions england’s hopes of 
a successful title defence.

england, in a match where 
French referee Pascal Gauzere 
controversially allowed two of 
Wales’ four tries to stand, bat-
tled back from 17-6 down to 
24-24 with 18 minutes left.

But england indiscipline, 
a long-running problem for 
eddie Jones’ men, allowed 
Wales replacement callum 
sheedy to kick three penal-
ties before cory hill’s late 

try rounded off victory.
It was the latest chapter in a 

remarkable Wales turnaround 
after they won just three of 10 
matches in 2020 under coach 
Wayne Pivac.

Wales led 17-14 at the break 
following two controversial 
tries scored by Josh adams and 
Liam Williams.

england wing anthony 
Watson’s try, however, reduced 
the deficit before captain 
Owen Farrell’s penalty on the 
stroke of half-time cut the gap 
to three points.

england, however, could 
have no complaints when 
scrum-half Kieran hardy 
crossed for Wales’ third try 
early in the second half. 

But from 24-14 behind, eng-
land hit back with a Farrell pen-
alty and a try by Ben Youngs 
just after the hour.

and with Farrell adding the 
conversion, england were 
level heading into the last 
quarter.

But Wales responded by fin-
ishing with their highest 
points score against arch-ri-
vals england.

“I’m very, very pleased for the 
players,” Pivac told the BBc.

“some people will say it [luck] 
has been on our side the last 
three matches but you have to 
be in games to win them,” the 
new Zealander added.

Wales captain alun Wyn 
Jones said: “I have played in a 
few games on the end of those 
decisions, it is up to the officials 
to make them.”

Fellow skipper Farrell was 
equally wary of discussing Gau-
zere’s display, saying “we will 
control what we can control”.

he added: “I thought the 
intent was good but we can’t let 
teams off that many times like 
we did today.”

Wales’ first try came while 
Farrell, at Gauzere’s request, 
was still talking to england 
about their discipline.

and the build-up to their 

second appeared to feature a 
knock-on.

But Gauzere did not send an 
england player to the sin-bin, 
with Pivac saying they had 
been “lucky” in not being yel-
low-carded once.

‘Can’t argue with referee’
meanwhile england counter-

part eddie Jones insisted: “We 
can’t argue with the referee. the 
result’s there, and we’ve got to 
accept it.

“Wales were worthy win-
ners.”

england knew they had to 
win to maintain their title 
hopes after a shock opening 
loss to scotland was followed 
by a comfortable victory over 
perennial strugglers Italy.

But they conceded three pen-
alties in the opening four min-
utes, with Wales fly-half Dan 
Biggar kicking the hosts into a 
3-0 lead before centre Farrell 
equalised.

Wales then caught england 
cold in the 16th minute when 
Biggar, rather than going for 
goal from a penalty, opted for 
a quickly taken cross-kick 
caught by wing adams for a try 
in the corner.

Farrell, however, was still in 
conversation with his side, 

including his wings, when Gau-
zere allowed Biggar to take the 
penalty.

But for all Farrell’s protests, 
the try stood and Biggar kicked 
a difficult conversion.

there was more controversy 
over Wales’ second try on the 
half hour when it appeared 
wing Louis rees-Zammit had 
knocked-on before full-back 
Williams grounded the ball.

But Gauzere on the advice 
of his television match offi-
cial, stood by his original 
decision to award a try on the 
grounds rees-Zammit had 
knocked the ball backwards 
with his boot.

Biggar’s conversion made it 
17-6 but england hit back 
when wing Watson went over 
in the corner after the ball was 
worked quickly back from a 
driving maul.

england were caught napping 
in the second half as scrum-half 
hardy burst clear for a try from 
his own quick tap penalty.

sheedy, on as a replacement 
for Biggar, converted to put 
Wales two scores in front at 
24-14.

But Farrell’s fourth successful 
penalty and veteran scrum-half 
Ben Youngs’ sniping break try 
left the game level. AFP

Manchester City’s defender Ruben Dias (left) scores the opening goal during the English 
Premier League football match against West Ham United on Saturday. AFP

The Wales team hold the triple crown trophy as they celebrate after the 
Six Nations international rugby union match on Saturday. AFP

morikawa
leads WGc 
Workday 
by 2 shots
WOrLD no 6 collin morikawa 
fired eight birdies in a five-
under-par 67 on February 27 
to hold a two-shot lead over 
Brooks Koepka and Billy 
horschel at the World Golf 
championships-Workday 
championship.

morikawa, who claimed his 
first major title at the PGa 
championship in august, led 
by as many as five strokes after 
an impressive run of seven 
birdies in eight holes at the 
concession Golf club in Bra-
denton, Florida.

“Got off to a really good start 
and just kept rolling birdie 
after birdie, really didn’t think 
about it, game was playing 
really boring, playing simple, 
hitting fairways and hitting 
greens, and that’s what we try 
to do out here every day,” 
morikawa said.

two late bogeys – and strong 
finishes for both Koepka and 
horschel saw his lead shrink.

Koepka got off to a rocky 
start with bogeys at the first 
two holes. he pulled a shot 
back at the third and was back 
to even for the day after a six-
foot birdie at the 12th.

the four-time major winner, 
seeking his second victory of this 
month after a win at the Phoenix 
Open, drained another six-foot-
er at the 16th, then rolled in a 
33-foot birdie putt at the 17th on 
the way to a two-under par 70.

he was joined on 203 by 
horschel, who nailed a 14-foot 
birdie at 16 and a 12-foot eagle 
putt the par-five 17th – the 
easiest hole on the course.

morikawa wasn’t able to take 
advantage of 17, finding a fair-
way bunker off the tee and a 
greenside bunker with his 
third shot and missing a sev-
en-foot attempt to save par.

he had also dropped a shot 
at 13 – unable to maintain the 
momentum that saw him 
streak ahead of the pack.

a 13-foot birdie at the fifth 
launched a run of five straight 
birdies that included a 31-foot-
er at the sixth.

he was still rolling with bird-
ies at 11 and 12 before things 
got shaky coming in.

“By the time I hit 13, just had 
a three-putt kind of stall and 
never really got it going again,” 
morikawa said. “missed some 
fairways, kind of was strug-
gling to make pars. But overall 
just a lot of positives to take 
into tomorrow.”

Former Us Open champion 
Webb simpson was alone in 
third after a 69 for 204.

morikawa said the potential 
for disaster at so many holes 
meant his lead wasn’t safe.

“anything can happen. I know 
all the guys behind me, they’re 
very capable of going low.

“that’s why I’ve got to be ready 
from hole one and be ready all 
the way through the round 
tomorrow,” he said. AFP
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