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China approves second 
shipment of Covid jabs
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Chinese govern-
ment has agreed to 
provide an addi-
tional 400,000 dos-

es of Covid-19 vaccine for 
the second phase of Cambo-
dia’s vaccination campaign. 
These doses are scheduled 
to arrive in Cambodia be-
fore the Khmer New Year in 
April. 

This comes as the Ministry 
of Health recorded 15 more 
cases of Covid-19 on March 
1, all but one of which were 
linked to the February 20 
community transmission. 

On February 7, the first 
batch of 600,000 doses of 
the Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccine donated by China 
was delivered to Cambo-
dia. The government then 
launched the first Covid-19 

vaccination campaign on 
February 10.

In a Facebook post on 
March 1, the Chinese em-
bassy in Cambodia said: 
“To assist the Cambodian 
people – our brothers and 
sisters – in the fight against 
Covid-19, China has decid-
ed to provide a second grant 
of 400,000 doses of Covid-19 
vaccines to Cambodia.” 

Minister of National De-

fence Tea Banh told local 
media on March 1 that the 
second phase of the Sinop-
harm vaccine aid would be 
arranged through his min-
istry and would arrive in 
Cambodia ahead of the tra-
ditional Khmer New Year.

“The [second shipment 
of] vaccines that China is 
providing to Cambodia is

Iran rules 
out EU, US 
nuke deal 
revival talks

Four fatally shot in botched kidnapping

IRAN has dismissed Europe’s offer 
for an informal meeting involving 
the US on the troubled 2015 nucle-
ar deal, saying the time is not “suit-
able” as Washington has failed to 
lift sanctions.

The EU’s political director last 
month proposed the informal 
meeting involving all parties of the 
Vienna deal, a proposition accept-
ed by US President Joe Biden’s 
administration.

The US, the European parties to 
the deal – France, Germany and 
Britain – and Tehran have been try-
ing to salvage the accord, which 
granted Iran international sanc-
tions relief in return for restric-
tions on its nuclear programme.

The accord has been nearing col-
lapse since former president Donald 
Trump unilaterally withdrew in 2018 
and re-imposed crippling sanctions 
as part of a “maximum pressure” 
campaign against Tehran.

“Considering the recent positions 
and actions of the United States and 
the three European countries, [Iran] 
does not consider the time suitable 
to hold the informal meeting pro-
posed by the European coordinator,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Saeed 
Khatibzadeh said in a statement.

“There has still been no change in 
the US positions and behaviour yet,” 
he added, saying the Biden adminis-
tration has continued “Trump’s failed 
policy of maximum pressure”.

Biden has signalled readiness to 
revive the deal, but insists Iran first 
return to all its nuclear commitments, 
most of which it suspended in 
response to the sanctions, while 
Tehran demands Washington take the 
first step by scrapping the sanctions.

“While we are disappointed at 
Iran’s response, we remain ready 
to reengage in meaningful diplo-
macy to achieve a mutual return 
to compliance,” a White House 
spokesperson said. AFP

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FOUR armed men were fatally 
shot after they allegedly 
attempted to rob and kidnap a 
wealthy family living in the 
Borey Angkor gated commu-
nity in Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok 
district, according to the 
municipal Military Police. 

A report on its official Face-
book page did not reveal the 

identities of the armed group 
or the family. It said only that 
the group, armed with a mod-
ern AK-47 automatic rifle and 
two pistols, had planned to kid-
nap the house owners for a 
million-dollar ransom and 
then kill them as well as two 
people working in the house.

The report said the robbers 
had fired many shots at Mili-
tary Police officers who imme-

diately returned fire in self-
defence, killing the them at the 
scene. The house owners and 
officers were unharmed.

However, the report did not 
provide any details as to how the 
officers knew about the case 
before intervening in time.

Neither National Military 
Police spokesman Eng Hy nor 
municipal Military Police dep-
uty commanders Maing Sok-

lux and Pou Davy could be 
reached for comment.

Municipal Military Police 
commander Rath Sreang, who 
led the operation, referred The 
Post reporters to local media 
outlet Fresh News when reached 
for comment on March 1.

Municipal police spokesman 
San Sok Seiha and Sen Sok dis-
trict police chief Hour Meng 
Vang also declined to com-

ment, saying they had not been 
involved in the operation and 
referred questions to the 
municipal Military Police.

A Military Police officer who 
asked not to be named told The 
Post that the house owners 
knew in advance of the kidnap-
pers’ intentions and thus had 
sought protection beforehand. 
He said one of the armed men 
used to work for the family.
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royal farewell
King Norodom sihamoni (left) and Queen mother Norodom monineath sihanouk demonstrate the traditional cambodian sampeah greeting 
at phnom penh International airport before embarking on a medical check-up trip to china on monday morning. HENG CHIVOAN



Niem Chheng

F
ORMER Cambodia 
National Rescue Party 
lawmaker Ou Chan-
rath has submitted 

an application to the Ministry 
of the Interior to officially es-
tablish the Cambodia Reform 
Party (CRP) as of March 1. 

Chanrath has rejected criti-
cisms that his new party is 
just “a flower planted in Free-
dom Park to make it look nice 
and pretty” rather than a le-
gitimate opposition party, as 
some critics have claimed.

Chanrath, a former Na-
tional Assembly representa-
tive for Takeo province, said 
he submitted the registration 
form on March 1 but that he 
still had to fulfil certain of the 
requirements as stated in the 
laws on political parties. 

The documents submitted 
by Chanrath include the of-
ficial party name, logo and 
related paperwork. He still 
needs to provide the thumb-
prints and the identification 
cards of the members. 

“We still have some work 
to complete like the party 
regulations and bylaws. We’ve 
already drafted them but we 
need the approval of the party 
members. When the Covid-19 
situation is better, I will hold a 
press conference about all of 
this,” Chanrath said.

Some of the members of 
Chanrath’s new party are still 
abroad in places like the US and 
unable to return presently due 
to the Covid-19 restrictions. 

One prominent former-CN-
RP member, Son Chhay, who 
underwent political rehabilita-
tion last September and is now 
permitted to take part in na-
tional politics without restric-
tions again, has also been ap-
proached to join the party – but 
Son Chhay has not decided what 
he’ll do yet, Chanrath said.

He said that since he initial-
ly decided to form the party 
he has faced some criticism 
from former members of the 
CNRP who are still effectively 
living in exile abroad. Many 
had been hoping that a politi-
cal solution or opportunity for 
rapprochement with the gov-
ernment would present itself. 

Chanrath said that many of 
them had been expecting the 

return of the CNRP, but three 
years had gone by now without 
any signs that the party could 
possibly make a comeback. 

“I think these challenges 
related to differences in opin-
ion will fade away soon when 
everyone realises that the 
only possible way forward is 
a restart. That is, to mobilise 
our former members who 
are outside the government 
and to [run candidates] in the 
elections again,” he said. 

He rejected the accusation 
that his new party was just for a 
show or merely window dressing 
to make Cambodia appear more 
democratic than it actually is. 

“These attacks about the 
formation of this party are 
widely known. The reason is 
that some supporters and ac-
tivists of the [former] CNRP 
do not trust the integrity of 
Cambodian elections. But if 
[the next] elections are [com-
petitive] and freely and fairly 
held then people will have 
reason to believe in democra-
cy again and all these notions 
that [this new party] is just a 
flower growing in Democracy 
Park will fade away,” he said. 

An effective political party, 
Chanrath said, must have 
clear goals. It must not be in-
volved in any activities that 
could bring disaster to the 
nation. Nor, he said, can a le-
gitimate opposition political 
party accept money from the 
ruling party or succumb to 
outside pressures to take ac-
tions that politically benefit 
the ruling party.

Chhim Kan, head of the po-
litical party registration depart-
ment at the Ministry of Interior 

told The Post on March 1 that 
the Ministry of Interior had 47 
registered political parties, not 
including Chanrath’s new par-
ty, though one of the 47 parties 
had recently requested disso-
lution he noted. 

He said that Chanrath’s CRP 
had not yet fulfilled the re-
quirements stated in Article 9 
of the Law on Political Parties. 

“We received their registra-
tion application form, but our 
officials in charge could not 
proceed with the registration 
because it is missing the 80 
thumbprints of the members 
listed with permanent ad-
dresses in Cambodia,” he said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said Chanrath’s state-
ments pledging not to make 
the party just like “a flower 
in Democracy Park” did not 
mean much at this point – and 
wouldn’t mean much at any 
point –unless and until Chan-
rath, as the founder of this new 
party, substantiates a clear 
platform and vision for it. 

Mong Hay said that Chanrath 
needs to annunciate a clear gov-
erning strategy that he would 
follow to materialise his vision 
for Cambodia’s future before 
the Cambodian people would 
ever entrust their power to him 
and his new party to govern the 
country on their behalf.

Although he voiced some 
scepticism about the viability 
of Chanrath’s new party, Mong 
Hay concluded his remarks by 
saying that “free men and free 
women should and would 
support the constitutional 
right to form a political party. 
And I have and will continue 
to support that right.”
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again the Sinopharm Covid-
19 vaccine,” he said.

World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) representative to 
Cambodia Dr Li Ailan said on 
Twitter on March 1 that safe 
and effective Covid-19 vac-
cines are an important tool 
for ending the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Cambodia is currently 
responding to the pandemic 
with a combination of effec-
tive public health measures 
and an ongoing vaccination 
campaign.

“These vaccines help re-
duce [the incidence] of se-
vere disease and hospitalisa-
tions, which saves lives,” she 
tweeted.

In addition to receiving more 
vaccines from China, Cambo-
dia is also preparing to receive 
shipment of the AstraZeneca/
SII vaccine in an initial supply 
of 324,000 doses through the 
Covid-19 Vaccines Global Ac-
cess (COVAX) mechanism. 

The COVAX vaccines are 
scheduled to arrive in the 
evening of March 2 and will 
be ready for administration 
to people on March 4. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said he plans to take this vac-
cine because there are no age 
restrictions on its use as there 
are with the Sinopharm vac-
cine which is limited to those 
aged 18-59. 

Regarding the new Covid-
19 infections, the health min-
istry said in a press release on 
March 1 that the cluster cases 
include one Cambodian and 
13 Chinese nationals, five of 
whom stayed in Preah Siha-
nouk province and are receiv-
ing treatment there. These 
bring the country’s third com-
munity transmission cases to 
316 in just over a week.

The only imported case is 
an Indonesian man who reg-
istered his address in Sampov 
Loun commune in Kandal 
province’s Koh Thom district 
and arrived from Indonesia 
via Singapore on February 
26.

The man was travelling 
with 71 other passengers, all 
of whom tested negative and 
are being quarantined in the 
capital.

The latest cases bring the 
Kingdom’s total Covid-19 tal-
ly to 820, with 477 having re-
covered and been discharged 

from hospitals. 
Separately, Battambang 

provincial governor Nguon 
Ratanak told The Post on 
March 1 that more than 3,000 
migrant workers were still 
in quarantine in the border 
province.

He said authorities are still 
strengthening security be-
cause in Moung Russey dis-
trict alone, they have found 
more than 100 illegal people-
smugglers since mid-2020 
who were taking money to 
help people avoid quarantine 
when crossing the border.

“We find a lot of them if 
we sum up. But in some dis-
tricts, there maybe four to five 
people a day that get through 
the illegal crossing corridors. 
We have added more than 
2,000 soldiers at the border,” 
he said.

Since the outbreak of 
Covid-19 in Thailand’s Samut 
Sakhon province, the num-
ber of migrant workers from 
Thailand who have crossed 
the border into Cambodia via 
Battambang province has in-
creased to nearly 10,000. 

Of those, 6,000 have since 
completed quarantine and 
were allowed to go home 
while more than 3,500 peo-
ple were still in quarantine 
centres. Battambang pro-
vincial authorities are pre-
paring additional quaran-
tine centres as more migrant 
workers continue to return 
from Thailand.

In a new development, the 
health ministry’s Commu-
nicable Disease Control De-
partment (CDC) announced 
that one confirmed positive 
Covid-19 patient went to 
Makro Cambodia in Phnom 
Penh’s Sen Sok district from 
5:41 to 6:48 pm on February 
20. 

It urged all people who 
have any symptoms such as 
a fever, cough, sneezing, sore 
throat or difficulty breathing 
and those who either went 
to Makro Cambodia or know 
anyone who went there that 
day to come forward for a 
Covid-19 test without delay. 

For those who might have 
been exposed to Covid-19 
but have not presented any 
symptoms, it advised them to 
monitor their health and con-
sider get a Covid-19 test re-
gardless if they were at Makro 
that day.

Nov Sivutha

THOUSANDS of square metres of state 
forest land in roughly 11ha of state re-
serve land in Koh Sdech village, Koh 
Sdech commune, Kiri Sakor district, Koh 
Kong province, were illegally encroached 
upon by unknown people. They have in-
stalled concrete and wooden pillars.

Provincial deputy governor Sok Sothy 
told The Post that officials had inspected 
the encroached area and discovered that 
about 20 new concrete and wooden pil-
lars had been placed surrounding thou-
sands of square metres of land.

“We told officials to remove the pillars 
and watch regularly to apprehend the 
perpetrators and send them to the pro-
vincial administration to file a case and 

take legal action. But so far, we haven’t 
been able to identify anyone,” Sothy said.

Sothy said that 11ha of land on Koh 
Sdach was state-owned land after the 
government provided sub-grants to the 
people there. This land has forest that 
could be saved to attract rain fall to sup-
ply the people living on this island.

Provincial coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc Thong Chandara, stated that the 
occupiers of state land in Koh Sdach 
commune are not ordinary citizens, only 
people who have money and networks.

“Recently, there have been many il-
legal encroachments on state lands. As 
they have networks it’s easy for them to 
do. But when journalists and the com-
munity get information, they share it. 
Only then will there be action like on 

Koh Sdach,” said Chandara.
Chandara said that authorities knew 

almost all perpetrators who encroached 
on state land, but they seemed to not 
want to prosecute them. Systematic land 
encroachment would not happen from 
ordinary people or outsiders.

According to Articles 18 and 19 of the 
Land Law, any encroachment on pub-
lic property and public entity and any 
conversion of state private property for 
personal ownership, will be punished by 
five million to 50 million riel or impris-
onment from one to five years.

The Ministry of Justice spokesman 
Chin Malin said those who encroached 
on state-owned land or forest land 
would be charged with crimes related to 
theft of natural resources.

Encroachers try pillars in Koh Kong

More vaccines arriving, 
Covid cases on the rise

Former CNRP lawmaker Ou Chanrath. hong menea
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

camBODIaN ambassador to 
South Korea Long Dimanche 
said embassy officials had 
helped to repatriate a cam-
bodian worker who has al-
zheimer disease to cambodia 
after he got better there.

Dimanche told The Post on 
February 28 that rorn makara 
was a worker in a spare parts 
factory and also an installer of 
refrigerators south of Busan city.

after the embassy’s inter-
vention, makara was taken to 
hospital for treatment until he 
was better. Embassy officials 
then prepared documents for 
him to return to cambodia as 
he had lost some important 
documents, including pass-
port and identification card 
at his work place.

“he is now in cambodia and 
in quarantine for 14 days at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
hospital in Phnom Penh,” Di-
manche said.

according to Dimanche, 
during the flight from South 
Korea to cambodia on Febru-
ary 26, makara was escorted 
by the embassy team to in-
side the airport. Before that, 
Dimanche said officials had 
told some of makara’s col-
leagues as well as some cam-
bodian workers in South Ko-
rea who happened to travel to 
cambodia on the same flight 
to help take care of him. Of-
ficials had also contacted his 

family in cambodia to come 
and take him home upon his 
arrival at Phnom Penh Inter-
national airport.

Separately, Dimanche con-
firmed to the Post that the 
embassy had also heard from 
a cambodian woman named 
Duch ratana who had mar-
ried a Korean man and disap-
peared after she went to live 
with him in Seoul for more 
than two months. 

he said that for two days 
after the embassy announced 
its search for her on its official 
Facebook page on February 
22, the woman commented 
via the page saying she was 
“safe”, but did not say where 
she was staying. 

The embassy urged her to re-
port to them and explain why 
she had run away from her hus-
band’s home so that it could le-
gally intervene in the case.

ailing worker sent 
back from S Korea

rainsy sentenced to 25 years

Lay Samean and Kim Sarom

T
hE Phnom Penh 
municipal court on 
march 1 sentenced 
Sam rainsy, the for-

mer leader of the now dis-
solved cambodia National 
rescue Party (cNrP) to 25 
years in prison in-absentia. 
rainsy has been living in self-
exile abroad for several years.

The former-cNrP officials 
who served as his accomplic-
es each received sentences 
from 20 to 22 years in prison 
on charges of committing an 
“attack liable to endanger the 
institutions of the Kingdom 
of cambodia or violate the 
integrity of the national terri-
tory” under article 451 of the 
criminal code. 

Phnom Penh municipal 
court spokesman Y rin told 
The Post on march 1 that the 
trial council had    handed 
down a verdict in rainsy and 
eight other officials’ cases on 
the article 451 charges they 
were  alleged to have commit-
ted in cambodia in 2019. 

“Sam rainsy was sentenced 
to 25 years in prison. mu 
Sochua and Eng chhay Eang 
were sentenced to 22 years in 
prison each. Tioulong Sau-
mura, men Sothavrin, Ou 
chanrith, ho Vann, Long ry 
and Nuth romduol were sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison 
each,” he said.

“The verdict was announced 

with lawyers representing 
the government present and 
the accused persons have the 
right to file an appeal if they 
do so within the period of time 
established by law,” he said.

Y rin added that the accused 
persons had also been deprived 
of their citizenship rights de-
finitively, disenfranchised for 
purposes of voting or standing 
for office in elections and dis-
qualified from working in the 
[government] framework as 
civil service officials. They were 
also ordered to pay the govern-
ment compensation of 1,800 
million riel.

Som Sokong, the defence 
lawyer of the nine accused 
persons could not be reached 
for comment on march 1. 

Government lawyer Koun 
Saroeun told The Post on 
march 1 that for an article 
451 offence the law is defines 
how many years the sentence 
will be and that the maximum 
sentence is 30 years. So, the 
meting out of the sentence in 
this case was within the statu-
tory guidelines. 

“The length of this sentence 
is more than half of the pos-
sible total sentence, but it 
isn’t the maximum sentence 
allowed by law. Sentences 
are established by statute 
but subject to the discretion 
of the judge. This sentence is 
certainly at a level that is un-
der the law’s stipulated maxi-
mum for this offence in our 

criminal code,” he said.
after being notified of his 

sentence Sam rainsy took to 
Facebook, writing in a post 
that he regarded the court’s 
ruling as ridiculous. 

“This ridiculous verdict re-
flects the fears of hun Sen, 
who wanted to oust Sam rain-
sy from the political stage in 
cambodia because he knows 
that if there was a fair election 
his out-of-date dictatorial re-
gime would come to an end,” 
rainsy wrote.

“Whoever is persecuted by 
these puppet-courts under 
this dictator’s regime are the 
ones who are struggling to 
bring freedom to the nation, 
truly,” he stated. 

Judge Duch Sok Sarin 
showed a short video clip of 
rainsy speaking at a meeting 
in the US on September 14-15 
of 2019 about his plans to re-
turn to cambodia on Novem-
ber 9 of that year to “arrest” 
Prime minister hun Sen de-
spite the fact that the verdicts 
and sentences for the nine 
defendants had already been 
handed down at that point.  

The clip shows rainsy try-
ing to persuade cambodian 
soldiers to ignore the orders of 
their senior officers and not to 
obey the government but rather 
instead to – in his words – stand 
on the side of the citizens. 

rainsy then seemingly at-
tempts to bribe cambodia’s 
soldiers, claiming that if they 

put him in power he would 
put together a financial assis-
tance package for them fund-
ed through donations from 
abroad.

The clip also has rainsy 
calling on all cambodian mi-
grant workers to prepare to 
accompany him on Novem-
ber 9, 2019 as he returns to 
cambodia via one of the land 
border crossings with Thai-
land. 

“When we have a genuine 
democracy we will ensure that 
members of our armed forces 
live prosperous lives and they 
will be honoured as cambo-
dia’s heroes. all Khmer [people] 
have to join us in our mission 
to rescue the nation,” rainsy 
says in the video clip.

Former Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP) president Sam Rainsy (centre left) and ex-senior CNRP officials. sam rainsy via facebook

Rorn Makara (left) at a South 
Korean airport on February 26. 
cambodian embassy in south korea

Nov Sivutha

ThE Phnom Penh municipal 
court has charged a man and 
a woman with “inciting social 
unrest” under articles 494 
and 495 of the criminal code 
after they allegedly posted 
fake news about the covid-19 
vaccination on Facebook.

municipal police spokes-
man San Sok Seiha told The 
Post on march 1 that the two 
cambodians – Thun chan-
tha, 44, and mey Sophorn, 43 
– were arrested on February 
26 and 27. 

They were sent to court on 
February 28 and charged on 
the same day. 

In his Facebook post on 
February 20, chantha said: “If 
it [covid-19] really occurred, 

there would be dead people. 
There is no need to wonder. 
maybe they [government] 
cannot control the situa-
tion and don’t have enough 
money to pay civil servants’ 
salaries. I don’t know. That is 
why they [government] use 
all kinds of tricks to find sup-
port from abroad.”

In her Facebook post on 
February 26, Sophorn said: 
“cambodia is a country 
where there is no respiratory 
infection [covid-19] or deaths 
from this disease. Why is the 
one-party government in 
such a hurry to call on cam-
bodian people to use the chi-
nese vaccine, which has not 
yet been recognised by the 
World health Organisation?

“as an ordinary cambodian 

citizen, I see the reason as 
political and not to protect 
people from this contagious 
disease. They want to please 
china to protect power and 
support hun manet to re-
place his father [Prime minis-
ter hun Sen].

“Second, [they want] to 
divert the attention of the 
national and international 
communities from the cur-
rent serious political crisis in 
cambodia.”

Phnom Penh municipal 
court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long could not be reached for 
comment.

The pair face between six 
months and two years in 
prison and a fine of up to four 
million riel ($1,000) if found 
guilty.

Two charged with spreading 
inciting information on covid
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Kim Sarom

KamPONG Speu provincial crimi-
nal police are searching for suspects 
involved in the murder of a man in 
the forest of Thmey village in Phnom 
Sruoch district’s chambak com-
mune. Villagers found the burning 
body on February 28.

Provincial deputy police chief in 
charge of crime Sam Sak told The 
Post that authorities were investigat-
ing the case to identity the victim 
and perpetrators.

he said an autopsy revealed that 
the victim had been tortured before 
being burned.

“Until now, authorities haven’t 
been able to identify the body. We are 
also searching for who did this and 
how many people were involved,” he 
said.

citing initial results of the au-
topsy, Sak said the victim was about 
25 years old, had long hair, and had 
been severely burned. he said the 
victim had been wrapped in a white 
and blue nylon mat. 

Phok Sambath, head of the provincial 
police’s autopsy bureau, said the body 
had gems in the upper right-teeth, 
wore a white shirt with a red T-shirt in-
side. apart from the burns, there were 
eight stab wounds to the chest and ex-
tensive bruising to the head.

District police chief Say Bunthon 
said the victim’s body was found by 
villagers at around 1pm on February 
28 while it was still burning. 

Police probe 
discovery of 
burnt man in 
K Speu forest

Water traders ‘drain supplies’ as 
villagers fear shortages for crops
Orm Bunthoeurn

m
OrE than 500 families 
in Tuol ampil com-
mune of Kampong 
Speu province’s Baset 

district have expressed concerns 
about water shortages for rice fields 
and crops. currently, traders use 
pumps to extract large amounts of 
water from the ancient Prey Peay 
dam, threatening shortages.

Kuy hoeurn, a 68-year-old Sang-
kream Bour villager who repre-
sented the families, said the dam is 
in the middle of three communities 
– Prey Peay, Sangkream Bour and 
angk rongeang. 

he said more than two months 
ago, a clean water supply firm had 
installed a large water pump that 
operated day and night until the 
water was gone. residents fear they 
will not have enough water for rice 
fields, crops and vegetables.

“Now, the problem is that a clean 
water firm has pumped water in the 
dam to sell. authorities only permit 
it to conduct business but not to 
transfer water from the reservoir. 
Its business is supplying clean wa-
ter but has no water of its own and 
takes people’s water,” he said.

District governor chhoeun Sothorn 
said the problem is the responsibility 
of the Department of Water resourc-
es and meteorology and business 
owners as the dam is under the man-
agement of the department.

“District authorities have nothing 
to do with it. The reservoir belongs to 

the state but residents want to take 
ownership. The water resource side 
has its own plan, so no one can take 
any of it. however, residents rely on 
it for their livelihoods and they need 
it, so they take it,” he said.

Water resources department direc-
tor Nhanh cheabheang said those 
who conducted the business could 
do it legally. The authorities have pre-
pared clean water for residents to use 
in line with the government’s goal for 
citizens to have clean water by 2025.

cheabheang said in this case, he 
had prepared to dig the dam deeper 
for public use so that they will have 
sufficient water supply and can raise 
fish during the dry and rainy seasons. 
however, he said some people incited 
others to protest, bringing about dif-
ficulties in development of the area.

“Factories and enterprises have 
sprouted up in Kampong Speu prov-
ince, so they need raw materials to 
fill potholes to build other factories. 
We have worked with businesses to 

take soil from the reservoir so that it 
will be deeper. 

“When they take the soil, they help 
the villages and pay taxes. But some 
residents try to mobilise people ev-
erywhere [in protest],” he said.

cheabheang said development of 
the area failed because the residents 
obstructed it.

“We can do nothing. When machin-
ery is deployed, they stop it. When wa-
ter is pumped, they stop it. They don’t 
listen to the authorities,” he said.

The ancient Prey Peay dam in Tuol Ampil commune of Kampong Speu province’s Baset district. CNC
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minister denies 
collusion in pig 
import industry 
Long Kimmarita

m
INISTEr of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisher-
ies Veng Sakhon has 
denied recent accusa-

tions of widespread market fixing 
and price collusion within the Thai-
cambodian pig import industry. 

Sakhon claims that everything the 
ministry has done has been with 
the aim of preventing anarchic im-
port practices which could lead to a 
spread of diseases in cambodia. 

recently, a group of Thai traders 
claiming to be a company that im-
ports pigs to cambodia gathered in 
protest while holding up a banner 
with a picture of Prime minister hun 
Sen and requesting his intervention. 
They said that in recent days they 
have not been able to import pigs 
into cambodia from Thailand due 
to tightened restrictions.  

Local media outlet peoplenews.
asia also reported a case where of-
ficials from the agriculture ministry 
allegedly colluded together to en-
gage in a corrupt scheme whereby 
the ministry used its authority to 
create 12 new regulations or condi-
tions for pig importers to meet in 
order to operate while setting up 
businesses as pig brokers on both 
sides of the border and ensuring 
that theirs would be the only import 
businesses in a position to meet 

these new conditions.  
The media outlet cited an un-

named source who claimed to have 
received information from someone 
who knows well about the pig im-
port business. It said pork prices in 
the cambodian market will continue 
to increase higher in the near future 
because currently, a group of a son-
in-law of the agriculture minister has 
grasped the principles of local com-
panies and those in Thailand.

responding to this accusation, Sak-
hon told The Post on February 22 that 
the ministry’s regulations were put in 
place to prevent african swine fever 
because the ministry had detected 
many cases of the disease from pigs 
imported from Thailand.

he claimed that illegally imported 
pigs that were found to have african 
swine fever are a serious risk that has 
led the ministry to take measures to 
prevent an outbreak, which could 
devastate the local economy. 

a previous outbreak of african 
swine fever in 2019 saw cambodia 
facing pork shortages with its do-
mestic supply when thousands of 
infected pigs across the country had 
to be put down. 

according to Sakhon, the ministry 
has issued a series of measures to re-
duce imports and promote domestic 
products including pigs. he said it 
was this work that had caused outrage 
among importers due to lost profits.

“It’s typical that corrupt traders 
would collude and try to turn this 
case on its head and make it an ac-
cusation against me and the agricul-
ture ministry like we’re the ones who 
are corrupt.

“my son-in-law has no role related 
to the export and import of pigs to 
cambodia. he is a normal cabi-
net official [working] to coordinate 
on my mission programmes only. 
These traders are trying to make me 
angry by bringing up my son-in-law, 
thinking they can muddy his repu-
tation. 

“This isn’t the first time they’ve 
tried it. This is very unfair to me,” he 
said.

Sakhon said the 10 companies cur-
rently permitted by the cambodian 
government to import pigs had sole 
rights to collect pigs for importation 
from farmers in Thailand. he said 
the pig imports industry had to be 
regulated due to possible problems 
with diseases carried by the animals 
and anyone who wanted to import 
pigs had to receive permission and 
buy the pigs from the 10 firms.  

In all cases, pigs that are imported 
from Thailand that fail to go through 
the 10 companies will not be al-
lowed into cambodia, according to 
Sakhon.

During the protest, a Thai woman 
complained that her business is 
currently facing difficulties because 
the cambodian government has 
banned the importation of pigs. 

“I present this picture as a mes-

sage to request and beg Prime min-
ister hun Sen to help open up trade 
freely like previously.

“I have been running this trade 
business for about 20 years. how-
ever, what happened these past two 
months was that the cambodian 
side banned my firm from import-
ing pigs into cambodia”.

Tan Phanara, animal health and 
production directorate director-
general, told The Post that the 10 
companies which were granted the 
right to import pigs had met the 12 
required conditions and that the ac-
cusations being made were misrep-
resentations. 

he said the other firms which were 
not allowed to import the pigs did 
not fulfil the legal obligations or do 
the paperwork or follow administra-
tive procedures.

The Post could not find contact 
details of those who were requesting 
hun Sen to intervene.

cambodia Livestock raisers asso-
ciation president Srun Pov told The 
Post that this issue is very contro-
versial. as the association president, 
he was not comfortable interpret-
ing anything that went beyond the 
bounds of his role as an industry ex-
pert. however, he said he supported 
the actions of the agriculture minis-
try in this case.

“It is hard for me to say because 
this is a problem between the minis-
try and the importers so our associa-
tion doesn’t have a full understand-
ing of the problem. We would only 

request that all imports be checked 
properly,” he said.

Pov added that generally the import 
of pigs from neighbouring countries 
is a bit more expensive than domestic 
pigs, which cost between 13,500 and 
14,500 riel (around $3.50) per kilo-
gramme. The costs had increased a 
bit when the pigs were transported to 
slaughterhouses.  

Pov said that In general, the retail 
prices at the market cost between 
22,000 and 23,000 riel per kg, while 
good meat can cost a bit higher. a 
pig, he said, does not cost as much.  

With pig importers, farmers, 
slaughterhouses and retailers hav-
ing all pointed the finger at each 
other over the high costs of meat, 
Pov said the association is seeking to 
arrange a negotiation among all the 
parties to lower the prices to a level 
the market can realistically bear. 

The ministry said domestic pigs 
can meet 85 per cent of cambodia’s 
needs and up to 6,000 pigs were im-
ported per day. 

In February, cambodian officials 
found 30 illegally imported pigs 
from Thailand with african swine 
fever and they were slaughtered and 
destroyed. 

Phanara of the animal health 
and production directorate said: 
“When we catch illegally imported 
pigs from Thailand and we know 
from Thailand that the [african 
swine flu] has broken out among 
their pigs, we have to take this is-
sue seriously,” he said.

Orm Bunthoeurn

ThE Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
administration is replenishing 
Ochheuteal Beach in commune 
IV with fresh sand in order to fill 
in channels that have been worn 
into the beach by flowing water 
leaving a layer of blackened sand 
exposed.

Officials are uncertain as to how 
many trucks filled with sand will 
be used in the effort to beautify 
the beach. 

Provincial hall spokesman 
Kheang Phearom said the addition 
of the sand to the beach was to im-
prove its appearance as well as fill 
in potholes and eliminate places 
where stagnant water was pooling. 

he also said some of the worst 
looking areas of blackened sand 
will be bulldozed entirely. 

“We’re transporting the sand 
from nearby sources and putting it 
in places that have been eroded by 
waves and have potholes, so we’re 

filling them to beautify a large 
stretch of the beach,” he said.

Phearom did not say how much 
sand would be used to complete 
the job, citing the covid-19 situ-
ation as the unknown factor in 
terms of planning things for the 
province now. 

“There has been no report as yet 
because currently our province is 
busy managing the covid-19 situ-
ation,” he said.

Provincial Department of Tour-
ism director Taing Sochet Kresna 
said on march 1 that the project 
to fill in the potholes on the beach 
was a maintenance effort to en-
sure that nothing would spoil the 
beauty of the beach. 

he noted that the sand would be 
used to build a road accessible by 
tourists.

“The sand is also being transport-
ed over to Ochheuteal Beach for the 
purpose of building a road next to 
the sea to link up to a remote area 
there called Poy 39,” he said.

The ministry of Public Works 
and Transport announced on Jan-
uary 25 that Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince planned to build a new road 
linking  Sokha Beach to  Ochheu-
teal Beach next to Poy Thmor and 
Poy Tamuy beaches. 

The road will have a length of 
1,034m and a width of 10.24m.  
The project is being managed 
by the National committee for 
coastal management and Devel-
opment. 

Kresna added that the building 
of the new road will be a historical 
accomplishment for the province. 
Besides improving the beauty of 
the coastal town, it will ease traf-
fic on other roads that are cur-
rently congested due to national 
and international tourists. he said 
people will no longer have to take 
a detour through Sokha Beach 
to get to Ochheuteal Beach and 
instead will also be able to travel 
between the two beaches along a 
scenic ocean-side road. 

Ochheuteal Beach in P’Sihanouk getting makeover

A bulldozer fills Ochheuteal Beach with sand on February 26.  preah sihanouk administration

Pigs imported from Thailand in Oddar Meanchey province on February 27.  Fresh news

Officers inspect a truck loaded with pigs imported from Thailand through Oddar 
Meanchey province. Fresh news
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,820 16,840 16,880 16,780

2 GTI 3,280 3,310 3,310 3,280

3 PAS 13,100 13,200 13,200 13,000

4 PEPC 2,910 2,930 2,930 2,910

5 PPAP 12,780 13,000 13,560 12,560

6 PPSP 1,600 1,620 1,620 1,580

7 PWSA 6,000 6,080 6,080 6,000

Date: March 1, 2021

Japan chips in for vessel system

china factory activity 
grows at sluggish pace

Thou Vireak  

JaPaN has provided a 1.132 
billion yen grant ($10.8 
million) to cambodia for 
the implementation of a 

Vessel Traffic System (VTS) at 
the Kingdom’s flagship deep-
sea port in Preah Sihanouk 
province to perk up maritime 
safety and efficiency, accord-
ing to the Japanese embassy 
in cambodia on march 1.

minister of Foreign affairs 
and International coopera-
tion Prak Sokhonn and Japa-
nese ambassador masahiro 
mikami on march 1 signed 
and exchanged notes con-
cerning the official develop-
ment assistance grant aid.

The grant came in response 
to a government request and 
is provided with a view to 
strengthening friendly and 
cooperative relations between 
Japan and cambodia, the em-
bassy said in a statement.

“It is expected that safety 
measures at the Sihanoukville 
port, the social and economic 
development of cambodia 
and connectivity within the 
mekong region will be im-
proved as a result of this proj-
ect,” the embassy said.

as cambodia presses on 
with economic development, 
it is paramount that the qual-
ity of life of cambodians im-
proves in tandem, the em-
bassy said, adding that Japan 
wishes to maintain its support 
to government efforts and will 

implement a wide array of 
socio-economic development 
schemes to back up its claims.

The ministry said in a press 
release that the grant will sig-
nificantly contribute to the 
promotion of socio-economic 
in cambodia and will further 
expand the friendship and 
cooperation between the two 
countries.

cambodia Logistics asso-
ciation (cLa) president Sin 
chanthy told The Post that 
the aid would help improve 
services at the Sihanoukville 
port, which frequently faces 
acute traffic congestion.

he said his association has 
asked Lou Kim chhun, direc-
tor-general of the deep-sea 
port’s stock-listed operator 
Sihanoukville autonomous 

Port (PaS), to set up a digital 
vessel performance monitor-
ing system.

This, chanthy said, would 
alleviate some of the freight 
congestion issues and provide 
the logistics and transport 
sector convenient access to 
accurate and timely data.

“This system will allow us 
to get accurate information 
when a ship is late, delayed 
or cancelled. It’ll be easier for 
us to prepare the documents 
needed for clearance.

“The more time we spend, 
the higher the costs, so I hope 
this round of assistance will be 
of help in this area,” he said.

Logistics Business associa-
tion (LOBa) president chea 
chandara voiced his expecta-
tion that this financing would 

provide the wherewithal need-
ed for the Kingdom to expand 
its container storage capacity 
and import the Lift-On Lift-
Off (LOLO) cargo handling 
equipment required to lighten 
traffic congestion at the port.

“The aid will help reduce 
the congestion of containers 
at the Sihanoukville port, and 
bring the calibre of the port to 
whole new heights,” he said.

In a recent filing to the cam-
bodia Securities Exchange, 
state-owned PaS reported a 
strong 15.6 per cent year-on-
year rise in net revenue in the 
fourth quarter to $2.718 mil-
lion, from $2.349 million.

however, the deep-sea port 
operator posted a 7.59 per 
cent year-on-year dip in sales 
revenue.

FacTOrY activity in china 
grew at the slowest pace in nine 
months last month, as busi-
ness operations slowed over the 
country’s Lunar New Year holi-
day, according to official data 
released on February 28.

The Purchasing managers’ 
Index (PmI), a key gauge of 
manufacturing activity, fell 
to 50.6 last month from 51.3, 
said the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS), with slow-
downs seen in production, 
new orders and foreign trade.

although this was the low-
est reading overall since last 
may, when manufacturing 
PmI also came in at 50.6, the 
figure remains above the 50-

point mark separating growth 
from contraction.

NBS senior statistician Zhao 
Qinghe said: “Lunar New Year 
fell in mid-February this year, 
and the holiday factor showed 
a greater impact on the pro-
duction and operations of 
enterprises this month.”

Zhao added that both the 
new export order index and 
import order index were in 
contraction, affected by slow-
er production and purchas-
ing activities during the fes-
tive period.

But market expectations re-
mained bullish and the purchase 
price index of key raw materials 
remained relatively high.

Official figures also showed 
that even as smaller firms were 
more affected by seasonal fac-
tors, expectations for sectors 
such as specialised equip-
ment, automobiles and some 
electronics remain in a higher 
range – with some surveyed 
firms indicating march will be 

a “peak season” for them.
meanwhile, the non-man-

ufacturing PmI was 51.4 this 
month, down from 52.4 the 
month before, said the NBS.

It noted weakening in the 
service industry and construc-
tion activity, also impacted by 
the nationwide holiday. AFP

cDc gives nod to 
16 projects worth 
$700m last month
May Kunmakara

ThE council for the Develop-
ment of cambodia (cDc) 
approved 16 capital invest-
ment projects last month 
totalling more than $700 mil-
lion that are expected to create 
11,414 local jobs.

The projects are mainly fac-
tories in the manufacturing 
industries of garments, textiles, 
bags, tyres, furniture, spare 
parts, grills, stationery and 
electrical appliances, but also 
include an international poly-
clinic, according to the cDc.

The investment capital 
behind the projects sums up 
to $702.5 million, but could 
range between $701.7 and 
$703.3 million as the cDc 
rounds each of its figures to 
two digits – creating a discrep-
ancy in the final number.

anthony Galliano, the group 
cEO of financial services firm 
cambodian Investment man-
agement, told The Post that the 
Kingdom has attained a record 
of unparalleled covid-19 con-
tainment and achieved supe-
rior economic management 
and political stability despite 
the pandemic.

he said these are accom-
plishments that international 
investors who are seeking for-
eign direct investment desti-
nations will notice and where 
cambodia will score very high, 
given “trouble spots” in the 
region.

“cambodia is now a pillar of 
political steadiness and robust 
economic growth and devel-
opment, with consistent 
improvement in infrastruc-
ture, consistent upgrading of 
its workforce – which remains 
comparably inexpensive – and 
reducing electric costs.

“Given neighbouring coun-
tries that are undergoing tur-
bulent times, cambodia is 
shining as the momentum for 
the country is directionally 
positive for most checks for 
foreign investment.

“The industries entering are 
exactly what the Kingdom 
needs, manufacturing, medi-
cal, automotive and furnish-
ings. This is recognition that 
cambodia can now compete 
regionally for investment dol-

lars in these sectors,” Galliano 
said.

cambodia  Secur i t ies 
Exchange vice-chairman ha 
Jong-weon told The Post that 
in every economic circum-
stance, investors and entre-
preneurs are always looking 
for opportunities.

he said amazon.com Inc’s 
Jeff Bezos became the world’s 
richest man during the covid-
19 pandemic as more people 
shifted towards online pur-
chases.

Bezos was dethroned by 
South african-born entrepre-
neur Elon musk as his net 
worth crossed $185 billion, 
numerous sources reported 
early in January.

ha noted that as more peo-
ple believe that the arrival of 
viable vaccines signals a quick 
end to the pandemic, new 
investment opportunities are 
coming in as well.

he claimed that hospitality, 
sanitation, technology and 
middle- to high-end products 
were some of the sectors and 
markets set for an upcoming 
boom as a result of covid-19.

“$700 million valued projects 
approved by cDc is a good 
sign of economic recovery and 
[optimism] toward covid-19. 
Since cambodia is an emerg-
ing country, there will be more 
and more investment coming 
to the country. meanwhile, the 
new Investment Law is 
[expected] to be effective 
soon.

“The law will attract more 
foreign investment and pro-
duction in the country, since 
the companies do not need to 
pay taxes on production-input 
imports.

“The investment climate will 
be improved to fit with the cur-
rent needs of the investors and 
industry 4.0 development. The 
law will also cut unnecessary 
spending and process and add 
incentives for local and foreign 
investors,” he added.

In 2019, the cDc approved 
$9.40 billion worth of invest-
ment projects, of which main-
land chinese investors account-
ed for $2.75 billion. hong Kong 
ranked second at $912.55 mil-
lion, while Japan took third with 
$298.84 million.

PAS reported a strong 15.6 per cent year-on-year rise in net revenue in the fourth quarter to $2.718 million, 
from $2.349 million. hENG ChIVOAN

Employees make clothes at a factory of a clothing company in Anlong 
county, in China’s southwestern Guizhou province. STR/AFP

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,080 1.2696 6.4636 106.70 4.0565 1.3321 30.22 0.7736 1.2041 1.3948



Thou Vireak

THE US government, through 
the US Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), 
has rolled out a competition 
for agricultural partnerships 
that focuses on major chal-
lenges in the Kingdom’s agri-
cultural sector such as cold 
chains, storage capacity and 
logistics, according to the US 
embassy in Phnom Penh.

The private sector lauded 
the USAID initiative as a tar-
geted tactic to improve effi-
ciency in the Cambodian agri-
cultural  value chain, 
spotlighting vegetables as an 
example of an export segment 
that racks up losses every year 
due to supply-chain ineffi-
ciencies.

Launched on February 24, 
the competition “will make 
$3.5 million available in grant 
funding to private companies”, 
the embassy said in a February 
28 press statement.

“It will also require compa-
nies to provide a one-to-one 
funding match and is designed 
to work with the private sector 
to respond to the most press-
ing needs for agricultural cold 
chain, storage and logistics.

“The competition aims to 
help Cambodia’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries achieve the strategic pri-
orities of its Agriculture Sector 
Development Plan 2019-2023 
with market-driven solutions,” 
it added.

Ambassador Patrick Murphy 
said in the statement that the 
US “is a long-standing partner 
to Cambodia and its agricul-
ture sector.

“This competition is 
designed to challenge local 
and international companies 
to come up with innovative 
solutions to advance Cambo-
dia’s economic competitive-
ness by expanding market 
access, improving infrastruc-
ture and logistics, and promot-

ing private sector engagement 
and investment across the 
agriculture value chain,” he 
said. 

Kan Panharith, production 
manager at local agribusiness 
Davane Plc, which specialises 
in agricultural value chains 
and markets for food safety, 
told The Post that his business 
fully supports the focus of 
USAID’s move and the “clear 
targets” on which the competi-
tion’s funding awards are 
directed to.

He noted that the competi-
tion’s overall aim is in line with 
his business’ philosophy. “In 
fact, it is one of the four pillars 
of our grand plan – to develop 
a market system for local agri-
cultural products.”

According to him, Davane 
has made significant head-
way in bringing safe high-
quality products to the mar-
ket and is working out a 
holistic model from produc-
tion to post-harvest as well as 

a distribution and market 
system for local wares.

“We believe this funding 
support is spot on in its focus 
and comes at the right time. 
We trust that the scheme will 
be a significant contributor to 
development of the agricul-
tural sector that helps build a 
foundation for a sustainable 
market system,” Panharith 
said.

Yourng Pakk, CEO of AgriBee 
(Cambodia) Plc, a value chain 
management platform that 
serves stakeholders in the agri-
cultural sector, told The Post 
that the funding will do its part 
in improving the country’s 
agricultural value chain.

“USAID’s initiative is a bril-
liant one . . . their matched 
funding arrangements with the 
private sector aim to ramp up 
the agricultural sector,” he said, 
adding that the programme 
will focus on vegetables, which 
account for hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in Cambodian 

imports every year.
“The agricultural sector 

requires storage and cooling 
facilities, and the funds will 
help set up more . . . in six veg-
etable-growing provinces,” 
Pakk said.

The embassy said the com-
petition will close on April 16 
and invited interested parties 
to visit mspgrants.com/cam-
bodia/ to learn more.

The total area for vegetable 
cultivation in the Kingdom 
reached 57,208ha at the end of 
2019, which yielded 681,099 
tonnes that year, according to 
Minister of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries Veng 
Sakhon.

Last year, vegetable produc-
tion climbed to 716,113 tonnes, 
which Sakhon said was equiv-
alent to 68 per cent of total 
domestic demand.

However, he pointed out 
that the Kingdom still needed 
to import 329,612 tonnes of 
vegetables.
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red corn prices enjoy surge 
on demand for domestic feed
Hin Pisei

P
rICES of red corn have re-
portedly seen modest rises on 
surging demand for domestic 
feed production as the har-

vest season nears its end.
In northwestern provinces, red corn is 

typically harvested twice a year between 
late June and August and then again be-
tween late October and February.

In Tbong Khmum province, howev-
er, the crop is harvested between July 
and August and then again between 
late February and March, according 
to Provincial Department of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries director 
Heng Piseth.

Provincial Department of Com-
merce director Toch Sokhon told The 
Post on March 1 that Tbong Khmum’s 
red corn harvest has reached the 50 
per cent mark with the wholesale 
price of dried kernels now about 1,300 
riel ($0.32) per kilogramme, up nearly 
20 per cent from 1,100 riel in the year-
ago period.

According to the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries, Tbong 
Khmum is the largest producer of red 
corn for domestic feed mills, with a 
production capacity of 56,750 tonnes 
per year on a total cultivated land of 
10,790ha.

Sokhon said the bulk of the prov-
ince’s red corn is sold to domestic feed 
mills, adding that increasing demand 
coupled with dwindling exports to 
Vietnam have buoyed the price.

He said he expects the heightened 
prices to provide an added boost to 
red corn cultivation this year.

“The price of dried red corn this 
year is better when compared to last 
year. Most of the red corn kernels here 
are bought by traders to [supply CP 
Cambodia Co Ltd’s] feed mills,” Sok-
hon said.

Piseth of the agriculture department 
said this harvest’s yields were similar to 
those during the same season last year.

He said red corn was planted on 
6,560ha this season and is yielding an 
average of between 5.5 and 6.5 tonnes 
per hectare.

“The plantation area for corn now is 

similar to last year, but buying prices 
for traders are better than they were 
last year,” he said.

In the northwestern provinces 
where the harvest has recently come 
to a close, prices are now seemingly 
higher year-on-year.

Battambang provincial Department 
of Commerce director Kim Hout not-
ed a trend of farmers from neighbour-
ing provinces selling their red corn to 
Battambang-based traders to then re-
sell to Thailand.

He said the price of the crop at the 
end of last month when the harvest 
season closed was 1,200-1,300 riel per 

kilogramme, a tad bit higher than the 
corresponding time last year.

Hout said about 70 per cent of Bat-
tambang’s red corn is exported by 
traders to Thailand, while the rest is 
sold to local animal feed producers 
such as CP Cambodia, a subsidiary 
of Thai conglomerate Charoen Pok-
phand Group (CP Group).

“Farmers growing red corn and 
cassava in Battambang this year are 
elated because of the high prices, al-
though last year’s floods eroded some 
of the yields,” he added.

There are currently 18 domestic 
animal feed processing mills operat-

ing in Cambodia, with a total produc-
tion capacity of more than 1.2 million 
tonnes per year, which accounts for 
56 per cent of the country’s total sup-
ply, according to the director-general 
of the ministry’s General Directorate 
of Animal Health and Production Tan 
Pannara.

As of December 29, total corn harvest 
area stood at 154,598ha with a total an-
nual yield of 735,551 tonnes, according 
to a report from the directorate.

Cambodia exported a total of 194,625 
tonnes of corn last year, an increase of 
62.20 per cent from 119,993 tonnes in 
2019, the ministry reported.

US rolls out agricultural partnership competition

Tbong Khmum is the largest producer of red corn for domestic feed mills, with a production capacity of 56,750 tonnes per year on a total 
cultivated land of 10,790ha. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

VN customs 
to bump up 
cross-border 
trading index
THE General Department of 
Vietnam Customs recently 
issued an action plan to imple-
ment resolution 02/NQ-CP of 
the government to improve the 
ranking of the trading across 
borders index by 10 to 15 spots 
compared to 2019 in the ‘Ease 
of Doing Business’ rankings of 
the World Bank.

resolution 02/NQ-CP aims 
to improve the business envi-
ronment and national com-
petitiveness by 2021. The 
department said that to effec-
tively implement the resolu-
tion, it will carry out adminis-
trative reform.

Customs offices will continue 
to promote the reform of cus-
toms administrative proce-
dures by putting people and 
businesses at the centre; ensure 
the efficiency of state manage-
ment; and create a fair, open, 
convenient and transparent 
business environment to sup-
port people and businesses.

At the same time, the cus-
toms office will reduce and 
simplify business conditions; 
remove difficulties for busi-
nesses, shorten processes, 
modernise, and apply infor-
mation technology in state 
management; reduce the time 
for implementing administra-
tive procedures, ensure pub-
licity, transparency and 
enhance the responsibility of 
state administrative agencies.

The customs agency has 
advised the Ministry of Finance 
to work with ministries and 
branches to comprehensively 
reform regulations on special-
ised management of import 
and export goods in accordance 
with international practices.

The department will contin-
ue to provide online public 
services at level 3 and level 4, 
aiming to apply 100 per cent of 
practical public services to 
people and businesses and 
help them restore production 
and business and overcome the 
negative impacts of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

The plan also aims to improve 
the efficiency of the National 
Single Window (NSW), the 
ASEAN Single Window; reform 
specialised inspection for import 
and export goods and facilitate 
trade benefits in the period of 
2018-2020 and conclusions of 
the Chairman of the National 
Steering Committee on ASEAN 
Single Window and NSW.

At a conference of the cus-
toms agency, Deputy Minister 
of Finance Vu Thi Mai said this 
year was set to have many 
opportunities but also many 
difficulties and challenges.

Therefore, she suggested that 
the customs agency perform 
state budget collection and 
modernisation well.

In addition to striving to col-
lect more than five per cent of 
the estimate assigned by the 
National Assembly of 315 tril-
lion dong ($13.68 billion), the 
customs agency must continue 
to implement administrative 
procedure reform, modernisa-
tion, and facilitate trade and 
import-export activities to 
shorten the time and cost of 
goods clearance. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK



After buying Duy tan Plastic Corp, 
thailand’s Siam Cement Group (SCG) 
is cementing its domination of Viet-
nam’s plastic production industry.

Under the contract signed on feb-
ruary 9 via a virtual conference, Duy 
tan will sell 70 per cent of its shares 
in five of total twenty-two subsidiary 
companies, including Duy tan Plastic 
Manufacturing Corp and Duy tan 
Long An Corp, to SCG’s SCG Packag-
ing, Duy tan said.

Duy tan Plastic is a leading com-
pany in the plastic goods market in 
Viet Nam with revenue of 4.7 trillion 
dong ($204 million) last year. It has 
nearly 1,000 commodities units and 
16,000 distribution agents across the 
country. the company’s annual 
capacity reaches 116,000 tonnes of 

hard plastic packaging and plastic 
goods.

SCG, thailand’s largest cement pro-
ducer, will buy the stakes over three 
years, starting from 2021. the deal 
takes a long time as it is based on busi-
ness results, Duy tan Plastic said.

through the deal, SCG and Duy tan 
Plastic want to create a solid founda-
tion for a completed supply chain.

Duy tan Plastic aims at developing 
hard plastic packaging products, 
plastic goods and expanding export 
markets, while the investments help 
SCG Packaging broaden its hard plas-
tic packaging businesses in ASeAN, 
especially strengthen capacity to 
serve producers and consumers of 
fast-moving consumer goods in Viet-
nam.

the deal is a part of SCG’s invest-
ment plan worth 10 billion baht 
($330.9 million) to extend its busi-
nesses in Vietnam that has big and 
growing demands in plastic packag-
ing products.

SCG Packaging CeO Wichan Jitpuk-
dee said the company will keep invest-
ing in Vietnam, resulting in revenue 
growth of over 10 per cent each year.

the plastic production industry in 
Vietnam has around 3,300 enterpris-
es with total value of approximately 
$18 billion.

the upstream sector of this indus-
try includes petrochemical refineries 
and chemical enterprises whose 
main activities are to convert fossil 
materials into raw plastic beads.

Meanwhile the downstream sector 

is turning raw plastic beads into plas-
tic products. the downstream can be 
divided into four main segments, 
including plastic packaging products, 
plastic building materials, plastic 
goods and engineering plastics.

With the deal for Duy tan Plastic’s 
shares, SCG is dominating Vietnam’s 
plastic industry, especially in plastic 
packaging products and plastic 
building materials. these two seg-
ments account around 61 per cent of 
the total market value.

In 2019, SCG Packaging founded 
Vina Kraft Paper in Binh Duong prov-
ince to produce paper packaging 
products with total capacity of 
500,000 tonnes per year.

the company continued to invest 
in tin thanh Packing JSC (BAtICO) 

in 2015. And recently SGC bought 94 
per cent of Bien Hoa Packaging JSC’s 
stakes, with the deal worth of 2.07 
billion dong.

SCG also owns stakes in many plas-
tic companies including Binh Minh 
Plastics JSC, Vietnam Construction 
Materials JSC, Prime Group, Viet thai 
Plastchem Joint Venture Co Ltd, tPC 
Vina Plastic and Chemical Corp Ltd, 
Vietnam Chemtech Co Ltd and Minh 
thai Plastic Material Co Ltd.

In June 2018, SCG signed a contract 
to buy 29 per cent of Viet Nam Oil and 
Gas Group’s (PetroVietnam) shares in 
Long Son Petrochemical Complex 
Project, raising its equity from 71 per 
cent to 100 per cent with total invest-
ment value of 8.5 billion baht per year.  
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Bangladesh to make roadmap
soon as new developing nation
t

He government is 
going to prepare a 
roadmap soon for 
Bangladesh’s smooth 

transition from a least devel-
oped country (LDC) to a de-
veloping one in the next five 
years.

It is also set to sign preferen-
tial trade agreements (PtAs) 
with Sri Lanka and Nepal to 
reap the trade benefits avail-
able during the transition pe-
riod, say finance ministry of-
ficials.

the national taskforce work-
ing to ensure Bangladesh’s 
smooth transition to a devel-
oping nation will sit soon to 
draw up the roadmap, a senior 
official at the ministry told The 
Daily Star on february 28.

Secretaries of all the minis-
tries concerned are members 
of the taskforce headed by the 
principal coordinator (SDG af-
fairs) of the Prime Minister’s 
Office. they will discuss the 
roadmap and strategies to im-
plement the measures recom-
mended by the UN Committee 

for Development Policy (UN-
CDP), said the official, seeking 
anonymity.

A team from the UNCDP is 
scheduled to visit Bangladesh 
next month to assist in the 
preparations of the roadmap 
and strategies.

the UNCDP is arguing for 
adoption of a host of interna-
tional support measures in fa-
vour of the graduating LDCs.

the team will monitor the 
measures taken by the govern-
ment and also give technical 
support for preparing the road-
map and strategies, mentioned 
the official.

the official also said they will 
take up some time-bound ac-
tion plans and send progress 
reports to the UNCDP every 
year so that it can monitor and 
evaluate the country’s steps 
during the transition period.

the government has already 
submitted the country report 
regarding the transition to the 
UNCDP, outlining its plans for 
the transition period.

In the report, the government 

said it is going to sign PtAs with 
Sri Lanka and Nepal.

Bangladesh has also been ne-
gotiating with Indonesia to sign 
free trade Agreement (ftA) to 
boost bilateral trade and also 
tap into export potential in the 
Southeast Asian region, the of-
ficial pointed out.

the economic relations Di-
vision (erD) has taken up a 
project titled Support to Sus-
tainable Graduation Project to 
carry out the activities of the 
national taskforce and also 
provide it with secretarial sup-
port. the roadmap and strate-
gies will be formulated under 
the project.

On february 26, the UNCDP, 
based on assessment, recom-
mended Bangladesh’s gradu-
ation to a developing country 
from a least developed one.

taking into consideration the 
Covid-19 fallout, the UNCDP 
for the first time extended the 
transition period for Bangla-
desh to five years from three 
years.

the UNCDP will evaluate the 

country again in 2024 mainly 
to observe whether there is any 
setback in the economy or the 
graduation.

At a virtual discussion on the 
country’s LDC graduation on 
february 28, Debapriya Bhat-
tacharya, a member of the 
UNCDP, said the committee 
has suggested that Bangladesh 
should prioritise areas in policy 
formulation to support its de-
velopment during the transi-
tion period and beyond.

In a presentation, he also 
highlighted the major poli-
cies in which the UNCDP sug-
gested collection of more tax, 
measures to increase private 
and foreign direct investment 
(fDI), creation of jobs, and im-
provement of healthcare and 
the quality of education.

the UNCDP also suggested 
product diversification as the 
country is relying too much on 
garment items, said Bhattacha-
rya, also a distinguished fellow 
at the Centre for Policy Dia-
logue. THE DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China investment 
in Oz falls as virus 
bites, relations sour
CHINeSe investment in Aus-
tralia plunged almost two-
thirds last year to less than $1 
billion as the impact of coro-
navirus was compounded by 
increasingly fraught relations 
between the two countries.

the reading marks the fourth 
straight drop and is just a frac-
tion of the $13 billion injected 
into the country in 2016, with 
Canberra growing increas-
ingly wary of the Asian super-
power’s intentions.

Data from the Australian 
National University (ANU) 
released on february 28 showed 
direct investment plunged to 
$800 million last year, from 
$2.05 billion in 2019.

the pandemic has almost 
halved investment globally 
according to UN trade body 
UNCtAD, but a much larger 
drop was seen in China-Aus-
tralia flows, according to ANU 
economics professor Shiro 
Armstrong.

Last year China’s direct 
investment to Australia 
focused on just 20 projects in 
three sectors – real estate, min-
ing and manufacturing – the 
fewest in a decade.

Armstrong said: “Naturally, 
this kind of data is lumpy, 
because of big projects, but 
there is a pretty clear trend we 
can see, since the peak in 2016 
it has fallen every year quite 
steadily, quite dramatically.”

In 2016 there were a number 
of large investments from the 
China Investment Corp, a sov-
ereign wealth fund, and China’s 
State Power Investment Corp 

bought Pacific Hydro Pty Ltd.
While China remains Aus-

tralia’s largest trading partner, 
political relations are at their 
lowest in decades.

China has slapped punitive 
sanctions on a range of Austral-
ian exports as the two countries 
clash on a range of issues.

Armstrong said new Austral-
ian rules to screen investments 
for perceived risks to national 
security had a particularly 
chilling effect and could help 
explain the decline.

“there is a national security 
test now for foreign invest-
ment, there have been high 
profile cases of Chinese invest-
ments being withdrawn” he 
said. “that shakes confidence 
in foreign investors.”

Australia has rejected Chi-
nese bids for Japanese-owned 
Lion Dairy and local construc-
tion firm Probuild.

the Department of the 
treasury is also reviewing 
existing investments, a probe 
that could lead to some 
projects being unwound on 
“national security grounds”.

that review is expected to 
conclude by December 10.

According to Australian gov-
ernment figures, China is the 
ninth-largest investor in the 
country, well behind the US, 
Britain, the eU and Japan.

Unlike official data, the ANU 
figures include investment 
from Chinese subsidiaries 
already operating in Australia, 
and track investments rather 
than announcements of 
investments to come. Afp

Bangladesh will transition from a least developed country (LDC) to a developing one in the next five years. Afp

China has slapped punitive sanctions on a range of Australian exports 
as the two countries clash on a range of issues. Afp

thailand’s SCG dominates Vietnam’s plastic production industry
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For Kerry Worldbridge 
Logistics Ltd – the 
Kingdom’s leading 
one-stop domestic 

express service and logistics 
solutions provider – the surge 
for on-demand and last-mile 
delivery services has led to 
a refocusing of its business 
strategies over the past year.

“The global Covid-19 
pandemic has meant we have 
had to transform our work 
processes and the way we 
do things in order to meet 
the changing needs of our 
customers.

“With movement control 
measures in place, the outbreak 
intensified the shift towards 
online shopping that in turn 
triggered a rise in demand for 
express services domestically. 
As result, our renewed focus 
on coverage, efficiency and 
service became the catalyst for 
meeting this market shift.

“We provide a full range of 
services, from warehousing and 
transport to import and export. 
one major service for us is 
last-mile delivery because this 
puts us in touch with many 
end customers.

“Customer satisfaction 
remains the core focus 
of our daily operations. 
This is reflected in our 
constant pursuit of 
service excellence. 
We focus on service 
because this is 
what really sets a 
company apart from 
its competitors,” said 
Kerry Worldbridge 
Logistics manager 
Dickson Pang. 

Headquartered 
in Hong Kong, with 

other regional offices in 
Thailand and Vietnam, Kerry 
Worldbridge began operations 
in Cambodia in 2015, and 
Pang sees the logistics firm as 
perfectly placed to capitalise 
on the sector’s growth.

recent joint research 
conducted by Google, Temasek 
and Bain & Company indicates 
that there are some 360 
million mobile internet users 
in Southeast Asia, with the 

region’s 
e-commerce 
sector 
projected 
to reach 
$150 
billion by 

2025, from 
$38 

billion in 2019.
And with the Cambodian 

freight and logistics market 
expected to reach a market 
value of $2.25 billion 
by 2023, according to 
MarketreportsWorld.com, 
logistics is set to be one of the 
Kingdom’s sunrise sectors.

With expectations of 
exponential growth gaining 
traction, especially in 
the express and last-mile 
delivery service sectors, Kerry 
Worldbridge has accelerated 
its plans to become the one-
stop service provider with the 
widest nationwide coverage.

“While we presently 
provide delivery services 
covering the entire country 
through an established 
network of 50 regional 
branches, there are plans to 
further expand operations to 
include service coverage to 
even the most remote areas 
in Cambodia. 

“In order to generate 
wider coverage for our 
customers, we have created 
convenient parcel drop-off 
and delivery points in 
partnership with chains 
such as Aeon, Circle K 
and PTT service stations, 
to name but a few, that 
operate in both urban and 
rural areas. 
This year we plan to 

increase these points to more 

than 300, which will be 
supported by our extensive 
branch network.

“We are also in the process 
of upgrading warehouse 
infrastructure and increasing 
the capacity of our cold-
chain logistics services to 
accommodate increased 
demand. 

“Supported by our state-
of-the-art warehouses and 
existing and brand new fleets 
of refrigerated trucks able to 
maintain temperatures between 
zero Celsius to -20C, our 
cold chain meets the highest 
international standards. 

“While we mostly cater 
for the business-to-business 
segment, we are already in 
discussions with companies 
to expand it to business-to-
customer. 

“our cold chain will be fully 
complete in the third quarter 

of this year,” Pang said.
With its competitive prices, 

and on top of managing the 
clearance, warehousing and 
transportation of various 
products for more than 200 
corporate customers, Kerry 
Worldbridge makes an average 
of 4,000 express deliveries 
every day, he added. 

And while Kerry 
Worldbridge embraces the 
latest technology – including 
looking at environment 
friendly vehicles – to provide 
the highest standards of 
service, Pang says it is 
investing in human capital 
that best pays off.

“Last year we invested 
millions in warehousing, 
equipment and IT to speed up 
the packing process. But this 
does not mean we will stop 
hiring people – providing jobs 
boosts economic growth and 

increases our coverage and 
the quality of the services we 
bring to the market. 

“our continual investment 
in logistics and delivery 
infrastructure together with 
the development of local 
talent has enabled us to reach 
85 per cent delivery coverage 
nationwide – Cambodians 
make up 99.8 per cent of our 
500-strong workforce.

“We promote a culture that 
realises the full potential of our 
staff, one in which they develop 
expertise throughout the entire 
logistics supply chain.

“We have automation 
solutions in place, but this will 
not replace people – we have 
no intention to use drones or 
other technology that replaces 
the human factor because 
we believe localisation is the 
secret to success in last-mile 
delivery,” he said.  

Kerry Worldbridge accelerating plans 
for better connecting the Kingdom 

Kerry Worldbridge is perfectly placed to capitalise on the logistics sector’s growth. SUPPLIED The company has invested sizeably in warehousing, equipment and IT. SUPPLIED

Kerry Worldbridge is expanding its coverage to even the most remote areas in Cambodia. SUPPLIED

Kerry Worldbridge manager Dickson Pang. 
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20m in UK get first dose of covid jab
B

ritain announced on 
February 28 that it has 
given more than 20 
million people at least 

one dose of a coronavirus vac-
cine, with the rapid rollout pro-
viding hope in a country with 
Europe’s highest death toll.

Prime minister Boris John-
son called it “a huge national 
achievement” while praising 
national health Service 
(nhS) staff and others 
involved for “tireless work”. 

health secretary matt han-
cock made the announcement 
in a video message on twitter, 
saying: “i’m absolutely delight-
ed that over 20 million people 
have now been vaccinated.”

a total of 20,089,551 people 
have received a first dose, accord-
ing to government figures 
released on February 28.

But dampening the good 
news was the detection of a 
coronavirus strain that emerged 
in Brazil, which is feared to be 
more contagious and more 
resistant to vaccines.

in mid-February, the UK met 
a government target of 15 mil-
lion of the most vulnerable 
people receiving first doses.

the government says it plans 
to offer a first jab to the whole 
adult population by the end of 
July.

Only israel and the UaE 
have vaccinated more people 
per head of population.

Smiling, hancock said “i 
want to thank every single per-
son who has come forward to 

get the jab”, calling this “the 
route out of this for all of us”.

“there’s a long way to go but 
we’re making big strides,” he 
said.

the UK’s vaccination pro-
gramme has rolled out fast 
since its start in early Decem-
ber, when it became the first 
country in the world to begin 
mass inoculation with a fully 

trialled vaccine.
Earlier failures in contact 

tracing and controlling the 
spread of infection saw cases 
soar in the UK and the coun-
try’s death toll of 122,705 is the 
highest in Europe.

the country is still under 
national lockdown but daily 
cases, hospitalisations and 
deaths have all fallen dramati-

cally since late in January, despite 
the emergence of a more infec-
tious variant in the country.

a not her va r ia nt t hat 
emerged in manaus, north-
ern Brazil, has been detected 
in six people in the UK, one of 
whom could not be located 
due to incomplete contact 
information, health authori-
ties said on February 28.

there were 6,035 new daily 
cases reported February 28 
and 144 deaths, the lowest fig-
ures since early autumn.

On February 25, Britain 
lowered the country’s virus 
alert level down one notch 
from the highest possible, 
saying the fall in cases had 
reduced the threat to the 
state-run nhS. AFP

What’s Bangladesh’s digital security law?
BanglaDESh saw another day of 
protests on February 28 following the 
death of a prominent writer and gov-
ernment critic in jail, with police fir-
ing tear gas and rubber bullets.

mushtaq ahmed, 53, collapsed and 
died on February 25, 10 months after 
being arrested under Bangladesh’s Dig-
ital Security act (DSa) for comments 
on Facebook criticising the govern-
ment’s response to coronavirus.

aFP looks at the legislation, which 
has alarmed foreign governments and 
which rights groups say is being used 
to silence dissent in the country of 
168 million people under Prime min-
ister Sheikh hasina.

Bangladesh’s parliament passed the 
DSa in late 2018 after several major 
instances of deadly sectarian violence 
sparked by posts on social media, but 
the wording is vague and its provi-
sions broad.

it criminalises engaging in “propa-
ganda” against the “spirit” of the 1971 
Bangladeshi war of independence, the 
national anthem, the flag and the na-
tion’s founder Sheikh mujibur rahman, 
father of the current prime minister.

those falling foul of the law face 
hefty fines and lengthy jail sentences, 
even life imprisonment for certain 
repeat offences. arrests can be made 
without a warrant.

hasina said on February 27: “We’ve 
built a digital Bangladesh, and now it 
is our duty to provide the people with 
digital security.”

How widely is it used?
citing data from Bangladesh’s cyber 

crime tribunal, amnesty internation-
al says nearly 2,000 cases have been 
filed under the DSa, with journalists 
as particular targets.

last year at least 10 editors of na-
tional and regional dailies and online 
news platforms faced legal charges 
under the DSa following critical re-
porting on leaders of the ruling awami 
league party, according to amnesty.

Others falling foul include people 
like ahmed, a successful crocodile 
farmer who became a vociferous 
critic of the government. he was 
arrested in may along with several 
others including rights campaigner 
Didar Bhuiyan and ahmed Kabir 
Kishore, a cartoonist.

according to rights group article 
19, which monitors press freedom in 
many countries, “freedom of speech, 
freedom of expression and freedom of 
the media are being severely violated 
under the Digital Security act”.

rights groups say arrests have in-
creased since the coronavirus pan-
demic.

members of Bangladesh’s minor-
ity hindu community have also been 
detained and jailed under the law for 
hurting the religious sentiments of 
majority muslims.

in September, for example, a young 
hindu man was jailed for seven years 
under the DSa for posting comments 
on Facebook found to have blas-
phemed the Prophet mohammed.

What else has Hasina done?
hasina, 73, has ruled the country 

with a firm hand since coming to 
power in 2009 in a landslide election 
victory. 

She has used her power to settle 
some old scores, with several army of-
ficers accused of killing her father and 
much of her family in 1975 executed.

at least five islamist leaders and a 
senior opposition leader have also 
been executed for war crimes. rights 
groups raised questions about the 
fairness of the trial.

hasina’s main political opposition 
has been hobbled, with thousands of 
its activists behind bars on what they 
say are trumped-up charges.

her ailing arch-rival Khaleda Zia 
was jailed for corruption charges that 
the opposition says are politically 
motivated. last march she was let out 
for medical treatment.

hasina was easily re-elected in 2014 
and 2018, and both votes were cloud-
ed by allegations of irregularities.

Earlier this year an al Jazeera 
documentary alleged close links 
between hasina’s inner circle, the 
military and organised crime. the 
government denied the claims and 
a court ordered the programme re-
moved from the internet. AFP

A total of 20,089,551 people have received a first dose, according to government figures released on February 28. AFP

Activists march and shout slogans during a demonstration in Dhaka on Saturday following 
the death of writer Mushtaq Ahmed in jail months after his arrest under internet laws 
which critics say are used to muzzle dissent. AFP

Yemen rebels 
claim Saudi 
attacks, warn 
of new strikes
YEmEn’S iran-backed huthi 
rebels on February 28 claimed 
missile and drone strikes that 
targeted neighbouring Saudi 
arabia overnight and threatened 
more attacks, as fighting in the 
grinding civil war escalates.

huthi fighters have intensified 
operations against the kingdom 
as air strikes by the Saudi-led 
military coalition pound rebel 
positions in the north of Yemen, 
in a bid to stop their offensive 
to seize the government’s last 
northern stronghold of marib.

Years of war have already 
pushed Yemen to the brink of 
famine.

Saudi arabia – which has 
been backing the Yemeni gov-
ernment against the rebels 
since 2015 – on February 27 
said it thwarted a huthi mis-
sile that targeted riyadh.

“the operation was carried 
out with a ballistic missile and 
15 drones . . . targeting sensitive 
areas in the enemy’s capital of 
riyadh,” said huthi spokesman 
Yahya al-Saree, according to the 
rebels’ al masirah tV channel.

“Our operations will con-
tinue and will expand as long 
as the aggression and siege on 
our country continues.”

Fragments of the missile scat-
tered over several riyadh neigh-
bourhoods, damaging at least 
one home but no casualties 
were reported, Saudi state-run 
al Ekhbariya television said.

aFP correspondents in the 
Saudi capital reported hearing 
multiple loud explosions, with 
state television footage show-
ing the night sky light up with 
a bright flash.

Separately, the coalition said 
it had intercepted six huthi 
drones targeting the kingdom, 
including the southern cities 
of Khamis mushait and Jizan. 

Saree on February 28 claimed 
those attacks as well, warning 
residents in the region to “stay 
clear from all military airports 
and sites”.

the US on February 28 said 
it “strongly condemns” the 
huthi attacks on population 
centres in Saudi arabia.

“these attacks threaten not 
only innocent civilians but also 
prospects for peace and stabil-
ity in Yemen,” said Department 
of State spokesman ned Price.

the huthis have escalated 
cross-border attacks on the 
kingdom even after the US del-
isted the rebels as terrorists, 
reversing a decision by the 
administration of former pres-
ident Donald trump.

the designation had been 
widely criticised by aid organi-
sations, who warned it would 
hamper their efforts to alleviate 
a humanitarian crisis in Yemen.

US President Joe Biden halt-
ed support to Saudi offensive 
operations in Yemen’s war, 
which he called a “catastro-
phe” that “has to end”.

But he has also reiterated US 
support for Saudi arabia in 
defending its territory. AFP
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Thai police fire rubber bullets at 
protesters outside Pm’s residence
T

hai police shot rubber bul-
lets and used water cannons 
and tear gas against pro-de-
mocracy protesters in Bang-

kok on February 28 at a rally outside 
a military barracks housing the prime 
minister’s residence.

a youth-led protest movement call-
ing for the resignation of Prayut chan-
o-cha’s government had lost steam in 
recent months following a second wave 
of coronavirus infections in Thailand.

But the recent detention of four 
prominent protest leaders on royal 
defamation charges has given it a shot 
in the arm.

The four are among 58 protesters fac-
ing lese majeste charges and the pros-
pect of up to 15 years in jail per charge 
if convicted of insulting the monarchy.

an estimated 2,000 demonstrators 
marched from the major Bangkok in-
tersection Victory monument on Feb-

ruary 28 to a nearby military barracks 
where Prayut lives.

among the protesters were scores of 
migrant workers from neighbouring 
myanmar rallying against the coup 
that ousted civilian leader aung San 
Suu Kyi on February 1.

Some Thai protesters marched wear-
ing hard hats and carried red flags.

hundreds later pushed through 
shipping containers and barbed-wire 
barricades, leading to a confrontation 
with riot police guarding the entrance 
of the barracks.

Scuffles broke out between riot 
squad officers and protesters, while 
some demonstrators were seen push-
ing a police truck.

One protester at the front line told 
Thai media: “They are preparing ev-
erything, shields, baton, water with 
some chemical and rubber bullets.”

amid the tense stand-off, officers used 

water-cannon trucks and let off tear gas 
in an attempt to disperse the crowd – 
the first use of force, albeit non-lethal, at 
a Bangkok rally for several months.

Protesters shouted for water and sa-
line as they were sprayed. Some wore 
raincoats while others held their bare 
hands in the air or raised three figures 
– a symbol of resistance.

Officers later shot rubber bullets, 
according to an aFP journalist on the 
ground.

“it doesn’t hurt too much,” a pro-
tester told Thai media, showing a red 
mark on his arm.

Some protesters threw glass bottles, 
rocks and bricks at officers while oth-
ers took refuge inside a nearby Shell 
petrol station, which later closed early.

Despite protest organisers send-
ing a social media message at around 
8:30pm local time (1330 GmT) urg-
ing demonstrators to go home, scores 

stuck around, many on motorbikes 
playing a cat and mouse game with 
advancing police.

a doctor from the Erawan Emergen-
cy medical centre said 16 protesters 
were injured.

at least two protesters were arrest-
ed, according to a live Facebook feed, 
however police have not confirmed 
the total number.

Thai Lawyers for human rights 
said 19 were arrested including a 
16-year-old.

Thailand’s pro-democracy move-
ment kicked off last July and at its 
peak attracted tens of thousands of 
mostly young people.

among the movement’s demands are 
a rewrite of the army-drafted constitu-
tion and reforms to the monarchy – a 
taboo-smashing demand in a country 
where the ultra-wealthy royal family 
has long been untouchable. AFP

myanmar’s Suu Kyi to face court after deadly crackdown
OuSTED myanmar civilian leader 
aung San Suu Kyi, who has not been 
seen since last month’s military 
coup, was due to face court on 

march 1 after a deadly weekend 
crackdow n against relent less 
democracy protests.

Security forces opened fire on 

unarmed demonstrators in four cities 
on February 28, with the uN saying 
it had credible information at least 
18 people had died.

One person among a group of pro-
testers crouching behind rubbish 
bins and other makeshift shields in 
Yangon, the commercial capital, was 
shot and had to be dragged away by 
others, according to video footage 
filmed by aFP.

uN human rights office spokes-
woman ravina Shamdasani said: “We 
strongly condemn the escalating vio-
lence against protests in myanmar 
and call on the military to immedi-
ately halt the use of force against 
peaceful protesters.”

aFP independently confirmed 
eight deaths in February 28’s vio-
lence, although there were fears the 
toll could be much higher.

monitoring group assistance asso-
ciation for Political Prisoners esti-
mated that about 30 people have 
been killed by security forces since 
the coup on February 1.

Suu Kyi, 75, was detained before 
dawn on that day, and has not been 
since in public since.

The military has justified its takeo-
ver, ending a decade-long democrat-
ic experiment, by making allegations 
of widespread fraud in last Novem-
ber’s national elections that are wide-
ly believed to be unfounded.

Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy won the election in a 
landslide.

The generals have hit Suu Kyi with 
two charges the international com-
munity widely regards as frivolous – 
relating to importing walkie talkies 
and staging a campaign rally during 
the pandemic.

Secret detention
Western powers have repeatedly 

condemned the generals and 
imposed sanctions, but the military 
has responded to the growing pres-
sure at home and abroad by escalat-
ing its use of force.

Suu Kyi is reported to be being held 

in Nyapyidaw, the isolated capital 
city that the military built during a 
previous dictatorship.

Suu Kyi’s lawyer, Khin maung Zaw, 
said he had not been able to speak to 
her ahead of march 1’s scheduled 
court hearing, which is for prelimi-
nary matters and where she may 
appear only via video link.

he said he hoped the court would 
formally approve his status as her 
defence lawyer.

“it will be very unfair for her . . . not to 
grant a lawyer immediately,” he said.

The veteran human rights lawyer 
said the hearing would focus on case 
management and the timeline for the 
trial.

hundreds of thousands of people 
have taken to streets regularly over 
the past month to oppose the coup.

While the military has steadily 
increased the type of force used to try 
to contain the uprising, beginning 
with tear gas and water cannons, the 
weekend’s violence was the biggest 
escalation. AFP

A water-cannon truck is deployed by the police to disperse pro-democracy protesters marching toward the residence of Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha in Bangkok on Sunday. AFP

Protesters make the three-finger salute as they stand behind makeshift barricades 
during a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Sunday. AFP

Thailand 
reports 70 
new covid 
infections
ThaiLaND’S centre for cov-
id-19 Situation administration 
on February 28 reported 70 
new cases, under 100 cases for 
the ninth consecutive day 
since the second wave began 
in December.

Of the 43 patients exposed to 
the disease while visiting high-
risk areas, 39 were in Samut 
Sakhon province, followed by 
two in Pathum Thani, and one 
each in chonburi and Nakhon 
Pathom.

meanwhile, proactive testing 
led to the discovery of 19 cases 
– 10 in Samut Sakhon and nine 
in Pathum Thani.

Of the eight overseas travellers 
found to be infected in quaran-
tine facilities, seven were Thais 
who had returned from the uaE, 
Germany, Switzerland and the 
uS. a canadian who came from 
his home country was the other 
patient in quarantine.

meanwhile, 106 patients have 
recovered and been dis-
charged.

as of February 28, the number 
of confirmed cases in Thailand 
had risen to 25,951. Of these, 
23,181 had been contracted 
locally, including 14,517 who 
were found via proactive test-
ing, while 2,770 were returnees. 
So far, 25,128 have recovered 
and been discharged, 740 
patients are still in hospitals, 
and 83 have died.

according to Worldometer, as 
of 0600 GmT on march 1, the 
number of confirmed cases 
globally had risen to 114.69 
million (up by 8,702), 90.25 mil-
lion have recovered, 21.89 mil-
lion are active cases (90,307 in 
severe condition) and 2.54 mil-
lion have died (up by 561).

Thailand ranks 114th on the 
global list of most cases, which 
is topped by the uS with 29.26 
million, followed by india 11.11 
million, Brazil 10.55 million, 
russia 4.25 million and the uK 
4.18 million. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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I
N ThE immediate after-
math of Iran signalling 
its intent to bar nuclear 
inspections under the 

auspices of the UN, the Inter-
national atomic Energy 
agency (IaEa) has let it be 
known that it will retain what 
it calls the “necessary degree 
of monitoring and verifica-
tion work”.

The move comes ahead of a 
deadline set by Iran to stop 
intrusive checks of sites 
unless US sanctions are lift-
ed. There is considerable ten-
sion between Iran and the US 
ever since Washington, under 
Donald Trump, abandoned 
the nuclear deal in 2018. 
Trump had reimposed crip-
pling economic sanctions to 
force Iran to renegotiate the 
accord. Predictably perhaps 
Tehran refused and retaliated 
by rolling back several key 
commitments.

The crisis over Iran’s nuclear 
programme has been on the 
international agenda for 
almost 20 years. Iran claims 
the programme is for peaceful 
purposes, while the US and 
others suspect the country has 
ambitions to develop nuclear 

weapons. The suspicion has 
been dismissed by the estab-
lishment in Tehran. In 2015, a 
major agreement between 
Iran and six other countries 
meant Iran accepted limits on 
its nuclear activities in return 
for an end to harsh penalties, 
or sanctions, that hurt its 
economy. as it turned out, Iran 
resumed its banned nuclear 

operations after Trump pulled 
out of the deal and reimposed 
sanctions.

Even though President Joe 
Biden wants to rejoin the 
deal, both sides say the other 
must make the first move. 
The “temporary technical” 
arrangement reached 
between Iran and the IaEa 
“salvages the situation”, 

according to the IaEa chief 
rafael Grossi. after a recent 
visit to Iran, he said: “We 
were able to retain the neces-
sary degree of monitoring 
and verification work. There 
is less access [to Iranian 
sites], let’s face it.” according 
to the terms of the plan, Iran 
will for the next three months 
hold recordings from moni-

toring equipment installed at 
sites by the IaEa.

however, it will not release 
the information unless sanc-
tions are lifted within that 
timeframe, the atomic Ener-
gy Organisation of Iran 
(aEOI) has said. If sanctions 
remain, the data would be 
erased. cameras and other 
apparatus have been put in 
place by the IaEa to help ver-
ify that Iran does not carry 
out nuclear activities prohib-
ited under the deal. a system 
of checks and balances has 
thus been put in place.

The nub of the matter must 
be that Iran and the US are at 
loggerheads over the removal 
of sanctions. Washington 
insists Tehran must return to 
full compliance with the 2015 
deal first, while Tehran is 
emphatic that this will only 
happen once sanctions are 
lifted. It is, therefore, a deli-
cate situation and for the 
past six years, this bilateral 
game has scarcely been able 
to stave off the crisis.

Not the least because the likes 
of Supreme Leader ayatollah 
Khamenei are at the helm. Pres-
ident hasan rouhani is moder-
ate by comparison. The IaEa 
will have to contend with the 
dichotomy. THE STATESMAN (INDIA)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

IT WILL be difficult to achieve the gov-
ernment’s goal of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero by 2050 
unless every possible measure is taken.

as one promising measure, carbon 
recycling – a method of recovering and 
recycling carbon dioxide – has already 
been introduced in industrial circles. 
Japan is seen as a strong player in this 
field, so it is hoped that the method 
will be put into practical use and 
become common at an early stage.

Taisei corp has developed a new 
technology to seal cO2 in concrete. 
Instead of cement, it produces calci-
um carbonate from cO2 recovered 
mainly from exhaust gas from facto-
ries and mixes it with water and sand. 
The company aims to put it to com-
mercial use in around 2030.

asahi Kasei corp became the first 
company in the world to commercial-
ise cO2-based plastic material, which 

is already used in vehicles and per-
sonal computers, among other items.

The drawback is that both these 
measures are expensive. It is hoped 
that the companies will explore ways 
to realise mass production and 
reduce costs.

To reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions to net zero, the contribution of 
electric power utilities and other 
energy companies is essential.

It is necessary to increase the use of 
renewable energy, such as solar and 
wind power, but the power output by 
renewable sources tends to be unsta-
ble depending on weather condi-
tions, and this type of power genera-
tion is costly. renewable energy 
alone may not be enough to support 
domestic industrial activities.

If carbon recycling becomes wide-
spread, it will pave the way for the 
continued operation, to a certain 

extent, of thermal power generation 
that uses fossil fuels, such as petrole-
um and liquefied natural gas. carbon 
recycling can be called a technology 
that will contribute to the stable sup-
ply of energy.

It will also help reduce the burden 
on steelmakers and other companies 
that have difficulty in eliminating 
cO2 emissions in their production 
processes.

The government established car-
bon recycling as a priority area in its 
Green Growth Strategy compiled at 
the end of last year.

In the third supplementary budget 
for fiscal 2020, the government 
decided to allocate ¥2 trillion ($18.8 
billion) to support the development 
of decarbonisation technology. It 
should strive to provide maximum 
support while utilising the fund and 
other resources.

Expectations are also high for tech-
nology to store cO2 underground. 
The ministry of Economy, Trade and 
Industry is conducting an experi-
ment in hokkaido in which exhaust 
gas from a refinery is piped into the 
seabed to separate cO2 and inject it 
in geological layers.

The government is conducting 
joint research with the US, which has 
an oil industry that also produces 
shale oil. It is hoped that strengthen-
ing cooperation with other countries 
will accelerate and realise practical 
use of the technology.

at the same time, however, interna-
tional rules have yet to be established 
regarding how to reflect the results of 
carbon recycling in greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions. The govern-
ment also needs to focus on setting 
global standards. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

IAEA needs to contend with dichotomy 
over Iran’s nuclear programme

Japan’s technological strength and carbon recycling

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei. AfP

Opinion
Editorial
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mini-masks mark major cultural pride
Roth Sochieata

T
hE modern Lakhon 
Khol mini-masks 
made by the robam 
Khmer art collective 

are very different from the larg-
er and more intricate masks 
worn by dancers during the 
traditional mask theatre per-
formances – often taking place 
under colourful cloth canopies 
raised over the grounds at the 
site of one of the nation’s many 
Buddhist temples. 

It could be argued, however, 
that both kinds of masks serve 
the same purpose as authen-
tic, heartfelt and sincere ex-
pressions of their cambodian 
maker’s traditional culture.

Both varieties of Lakhon Khol 
masks feature the same cast of 
characters drawn from hindu 
lore, with hanuman, Preah 
ream, Preah Leak, Neang Seda, 
Krong ream among them. 

however, robam Khmer 
have updated the concept of 
Lakhon Khol masks by trans-
forming them into cute mini-
versions of the fearsome origi-
nals, which they conveniently 
offer for sale displayed inside 
their own small glass domes 
illuminated by fairy lights.

Their 18 member team – con-
sisting of professional and self-
taught artists – launched their 
line of mini-masks last year as 
decorative objects and they’ve 
managed to catch the atten-
tion and spark the imagination 
of the cambodian public. Sales 
of them have been increasing 
steadily since their debut, with 
no signs of slowing down.

according to Sou Vannak, 
one of the founders of robam 
Khmer, the group “was formed 
in 2015 with 18 members as an 
offshoot of the National action 
culture association (Naca).” 

“We have been recognised by 
the ministry of Interior, minis-
try of culture and Fine arts and 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
administration. all of our mem-
bers have undergone training 
through Naca in the past,” he 
said, referencing the Khmer arts 

and culture NGO who cooper-
ate closely with the government 
in their various endeavours.

Naca’s mission as an organ-
isation is to protect, conserve 
and develop every Khmer art 
form including classical and 
modern music, traditional 
dances, traditional costumes 
and more and that includes 
training in the traditional arts. 

according to Vannak, who 
is a traditional dancer himself 
though not actively performing 
at present, the decorative art 
objects inspired by the Lakhon 
Khol characters portrayed by 
the masked dancers contribute 
to conserving cambodian cul-
ture, promoting national iden-
tity, and making Khmer artwork 
omnipresent in cambodian so-
ciety whether it is for religious 
or just decorative purposes. 

The 32-year-old founder said 
his objective in making the mini-
masks was tripartite in nature.

“We have three main goals. 
Firstly, we are focusing on pre-
serving and widely propagat-
ing the Lakhon Khol art form 
and tradition. 

“The original Lakhon Khol 
masks are very big and maybe 
a little scary. So we minia-
turised them and made them 
lovable to take away that ele-
ment of fear that people might 
have, especially for young kids 
when they are just beginning 
to learn about their culture.”

“Secondly, these mini-masks 
make nice gifts because they 
aren’t just cute – they mean 
something. People who are 
proud of their cambodian 
identity will enjoy having them 
and also giving them to friends 
from other nations as a way to 
share their culture with them.

“and finally, they can be 
used as religious items or just 
as decorative objects to place 
in the office or in your house. 
In other words – they also just 
look cool,” Vannak says.

Back in November of 2018, 
Lakhon Khol Wat Svay andet 
– a version of the traditional 
dance form with a long lin-
eage that is only found in 

one community in cambodia 
located around the Wat Svay 
andet pagoda about 10km 
east of Phnom Penh along the 
mekong river – was placed on 
UNEScO’s list of Intangible 
cultural heritage in Need of 
Urgent Safeguarding. 

The international attention 
focused on Lakhon Khol by 
UNEScO’s recognition of the 
art form had the result within 
cambodia of increasing the 
number of young and patriot-
ic Khmer firmly intent on do-
ing their part to preserve their 
Kingdom’s ancient culture.  

Vannak says that his group had 
in fact made Lakhon Khol masks 
previously about three years 
back, but the public’s fascination 
with them only began to increase 
towards the end of 2019. 

he says that as a business 
venture the mini-mask proj-
ect is doing quite well with 
dozens of masks already or-
dered with cash deposits paid 
– and dozens more potential 

orders awaiting payment be-
fore they can fill them.

Vannak explains that the mini-
masks are made by just three 
of the members of the robam 
Khmer group.  None of the three 
have ever been to any sort of 
proper school in order to learn 
their artistic skills. They are just 
natural-born talents who have 
also spent time practicing to 
improve while watching more 
experienced artists at work. 

however, according to Vannak 
even these three talented artists 
hesitate to attempt to make one 
of the full size masks of the sort 
that the dancers on stage use 
because it is more complicated 
and a person must dedicate 
themselves to serious training 
in order to do it correctly.

Vannak says that his mini-
mask artists are content to leave 
that task to the true mask-mak-
ing professionals for now.

Prices for Lakhon Khol 
masks depend on the size of 
the mask and also how diffi-

cult the character is to sculpt. 
The mini-masks that Vannak 

specialises in are less costly than 
what the dancers use. The he-
roic brothers Preah ream and 
Preah Leak are only about $60. 

But for Krong ream – the 
ten-headed giant who fea-
tures along with the brothers 
in the cambodian epic poem 
reamker that Lakhon Khol 
dancers perform scenes from 
– the price is $80. 

“The mini-mask is only the 
size of an iPhone. They come 
under a glass dome illumi-
nated by a small light inside 
so you will be able to display 
it anywhere. It’s a simple idea 
but people love them because 
they look really great and they 
symbolise cambodia’s unique 
cultural heritage.

“Due to our busy schedule, 
orders can take a month or two 
to fill right now but we don’t 
want to rush them and lower 
the quality,” Vannak says.

In addition to the mini-
masks, robam Khmer has 
a number of other cultural 
items they craft including tra-
ditional costumes and other 
kinds of traditional art. Every-
thing they offer is handmade 
by artisans from their group.

“We don’t have a profes-
sional designer to design 
fancy clothes. We use the tra-
ditional patterns but we do try 
adding in some nice luxurious 
touches to make things nice 
and new. We use gold crowns 
to make things shine. Even 
with our traditional dances, 
we update those in small ways 
as well to keep things fresh.

“We actually designed the 
traditional suit that is now be-
ing used to represent the nation 
in fashion photo shoots. We 
won the top prize in a contest 
that was held to decide whose 
clothing was going to be used 
up on stage at the miss World 
2021 pageant,” Vannak proudly 
explains. 

“Some customers are asking 

us to add a cambodian flag to 
our products. In the future we’d 
like to be able to stamp “made in 
cambodia” on them, too. 

“most people have praised us 
for the hard work we put into 
what we do. People seem to un-
derstand that this sort of thing 
takes a lot of determination and 
that we wouldn’t bother if our 
hearts weren’t in it. 

“and they appreciate that we 
are taking things from cambo-
dia’s past and making them new 
again by adding a modern twist 
to them,” Vannak says. 

Vannak says that he’d like to 
increase his group’s marketing 
reach for their products and that 
will be a focus on this year. 

he also added that he hopes 
that others are as happy for ro-
bam Khmer’s modest successes 
of late as he is when he sees oth-
er cambodian’s projects take 
off, especially if they manage to 
do it using their own ideas and 
originality.

“I want to see cambodian 
people cooperate with one an-
other and stop looking down 
on everyone or trying to com-
pare one artist to another. Be-
fore people open their mouths 
to criticise others they should 
know what they are talking 
about first. Or if they don’t know, 
they should at least be willing to 
listen and learn

“It seems like a lot of people al-
ways have time to say something 
negative when it comes to other 
people’s ideas and creative efforts 
but they never take the time to 
stop and ask anybody why they 
are doing what they do when 
they don’t even know what their 
reasons are.

“I hope people will start to 
change and value and support 
each other’s work and engage 
in dialogue more so we can all 
succeed together as cambodi-
ans,” Vannak says.

For more information ro-
bam Khmer can be contacted 
via their Facebook page: 

@mycountrymyculture
Ta Ey Sey, a hermit or holy old man character from Reamker. 
supplied

Decorative mini-masks of different characters from the Cambodian epic poem Reamker or Ramakerti, a Khmer interpretation of the ancient Hindu 
Ramayana morality tale of kings and queens, virgins and villains, and revenge and murder. supplied

Robam Khmer has won awards for their work on traditional costumes. 
supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Stairway segment
  5 Goes for a stroll
 10 ___ du jour (restaurant special)
 14 Slightly singe
 15 Agent Ness
 16 Per unit
 17 Constellation or mythical ship
 18 Curriculum ___ (brief resume)
 19 Active European volcano
 20 Future lobsters, perhaps
 21 In fine ___ (fit)
 22 As soon as
 23 Enrico the physicist
 25 Run out, as a subscription
 27 Some films, briefly
 30 Salon solution
 34 Orchid named for part of a bird
 37 Dish for serving soup
 38 Trafficking amount, perhaps
 39 Sign up for more issues
 41 Right on the map
 42 Old-style call to arms
 44 Company once known for its 

typewriters
 46 Works behind the bar
 47 Strong strings

 48 Moth-___ (timeworn)
 50 More than desires
 54 Touched in the head
 57 Counteract
 60 Yeoman’s yes
 61 “Rigoletto” highlight
 62 ___ subpoena on (summon)
 63 Look through a swimsuit issue
 64 Provider of a pick-me-up?
 65 Andean stimulants
 66 Harsh criticism
 67 Adam’s offspring
 68 Unable to sit still
 69 Kind of column, in math
DOWN
  1 Complement to earmuffs
  2 Painful pang
  3 Keen
  4 Debate position
  5 Contraction for more than one
  6 Hit terra firma
  7 Good trivia entry
  8 Arboreal marsupials
  9 Make tea
 10 Legendary Dodgers shortstop
 11 Wooden strip
 12 Part of a breakout

 13 “Easier said ___ ...”
 21 Literary Huck
 24 Oft-overlooked thing
 26 Moo ___ pork
 28 Prefix meaning “skin”
 29 Water one can walk on
 31 Straight up at the bar
 32 Hatchling’s home
 33 “Climactic” lead-in
 34 Game with a 32-card deck
 35 Strategem meant to fool
 36 President Arthur’s middle name
 37 Minnesota player
 40 Biblical judge and priest
 43 1994 World Cup host
 45 Air duct
 47 Skillet coating
 49 Puccini masterpiece
 51 It’s always below par
 52 Big name in rock history
 53 Looks for
 54 Holdings of some banks
 55 Iraqi, e.g.
 56 Prix ___ (menu phrase)
 58 Therapeutic spots
 59 Like taking candy from a baby
 63 Time and again, to Whitman

“NO BIG THING” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Libya’s salt spas seek 
to sooth nation’s soul
L

ibya’s principal east-
ern city may be best 
known as the cradle 
of a revolution, but it 

has lately scored an improb-
able first for the conflict-riven 
country – a salt spa.

The Opal centre in beng-
hazi, where citizens rose up 
against dictator moamer 
Kadhafi’s rule a decade ago, 
opened Libya’s first-ever arti-
ficial salt caves to clients last 
October.

Established by two women 
entrepeneurs, the centre of-
fers soothing treatments in 
a zen-like atmosphere ac-
companied by soft music and 
subdued lighting.

“The inhalation of salt par-
ticles purifies the respiratory 
tract and brings benefits for 
the skin,” says joint founder 
iman bugaighis, sporting a 
white blouse and a pink veil 
around her head.

armed with a shovel, the 
specialist in alternative medi-
cine covers the body of a cli-
ent in his 30s with salt, from 
his legs to his neck.

Eyes closed and hands 
clasped around a ball of salt, 
the man relaxes, breathing 
slowly in a windowless but 
uncramped room.

in another room, with 
crystal covered walls and re-
sembling a cave, a machine 
propels iodine-laden salt par-
ticles through the air.

an immersive session in-
haling the concoction lasts 45 
minutes and costs between 
80 and 120 dinars ($18 to 

$27). several sessions are re-
quired to yield results, says 
bugaighis.

‘Soothes my pain’
The Opal centre, slap-bang 

in the chic district of Daga-
dosta in downtown benghazi, 
promises treatment of respi-
ratory issues like asthma and 
skin conditions including ec-
zema and psoriasis.

Pockmarked walls and dis-
figured buildings are remind-
ers of past conflict in the city, 
which in recent years has 
been the bastion of eastern 
Libyan strongman Khalifa 
haftar.

mustafa ahmed akhlif, a 
banker in his 50s, has suf-
fered from acute sinusitis for 
a decade.

“i’ve taken lots of painkill-
ers and tried traditional med-
icine without it dulling my 
pain,” he said.

but in just four sessions of 
inhaling the salty substances 
he says he feels “80 per cent” 
better.

bugaighis herself discov-
ered the therapy when trav-
elling in arab countries that 
offer the same treatments.

she then studied alterna-
tive medicine in neighbour-
ing Tunisia.

convinced of the treat-
ments’ efficacy in tackling 
chronic illnesses, she re-
turned to her home city 
and launched her business, 
alongside her friend Zainab 
al-Werfalli.

The Opal “centre has met 

its public,” enthused Werfalli, 
even if the years of instability 
makes business success diffi-
cult to predict.

The centre’s opening coin-
cided with a ceasefire agreed 
in October by the main play-
ers in Libya’s conflict – haf-
tar’s eastern-based forces and 
rival authorities in the capital 
Tripoli.

and a precarious new in-
terim executive authority, 
approved by both parties to 
the conflict, tentatively got 
off the ground this month 
with a mandate to lead the 
nation to elections set for 
December.

Werfalli is determined to 
“make this complementary 
therapy known to the medical 
profession” in her home city, 
starting with the doctors and 
medical staff.

The two women are ready 
to treat patients of all ages 
and bugaighis said one little 
girl with respiratory problems 
had improved considerably 
following sessions.

buffeted by repeated 
rounds of fighting and inter-
ruptions to oil output in the 
decade since Kadhafi’s ouster 
and killing, Libyans are trying 
to rediscover a semblance of 
normality.

Tucked away from the near-
by urban commotion, Libya’s 
first artificial salt caves invite 
clients to relax and forget, 
amid lungfuls of salty air, a 
chaos that otherwise all too 
often overshadows everyday 
life. AFP

A specialist covers the body of a client with salt at the Opal salt treatment centre in Libya’s eastern city of 
Benghazi on February 19. AFP

The inhalation of salt particles purifies the respiratory tract and brings benefits for the skin, says joint founder 
Iman Bugaighis, sporting a white blouse and a pink veil around her head. AFP
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Villarreal suffers own goal in
loss to La Liga leaders atletico
a

tLetico madrid 
bounced back from 
recent poor form 
with a hard-fought 

2-0 win at Villarreal on Febru-
ary 28 that allowed the La Liga 
pace-setters to extend their 
lead to five points.

an own goal from alfonso 
Pedraza and Joao Felix’s pow-
erful strike gave atletico a pre-
cious win after a wobble which 
had allowed Barcelona and 
real madrid to gain ground in 
the title race.

Diego Simeone’s side had 
come into the match off the 
back of a champions League 
last 16 defeat to chelsea and 
a league run in which they 
picked up just five points from 
their previous four matches.

however despite Villarreal 
coming close on a number of 
occasions atletico held on for 
a win that ensures they keep 
second-placed Barca at bay 
and crucially increase the gap 
between them and rivals real 
madrid to six points ahead of 
next weekend’s local derby.

madrid can go back to 
within three points of atletico 
when they host europe-chas-
ing real Sociedad on march 1 
night.

“We suffered, and even after 
the second goal they had good 
chances. But we come home 
with a very important victory 
at this point in the season,” 
said Simeone.

atletico opened the scor-
ing thanks to Pedraza’s odd 
own goal mid-way through 
the first half, which came after 
long Var check to see if Stefan 
Savic, who was initially cred-
ited with the goal, had strayed 
offside for thomas Lemar’s 
cross.

Savic’s header was saved by 
Sergio asenjo only for the ball 
to ricochet off Pedraza and 
into the net as the 24-year-old 
defender fell over.

Gerard moreno should have 
pulled the hosts level when he 
met a Daniel Parejo cross but 

couldn’t muster a decisive fin-
ish and Savic recovered easily 
to clear the ball off the line.

Simeone big on player pride
Suarez could have doubled 
atleti’s lead eight minutes after 
the break when he pounced 
on a defensive lapse to let off a 
powerful shot, only for asenjo 
to pull of a superb reaction 
save to deny the Uruguayan.

however Joao Felix gave the 
away side the two-goal cush-
ion they needed in the 69th 
minute, quickly latching onto 
a poor clearance by Pau torres 
to lash home the second from 
just outside the penalty area.

Felix appeared to direct an 
angry look at Simeone after 
scoring, reportedly prompted 
by a lack of game time.

“i love rebel players, those 
that have pride. the goal 
brought something out in 

him,” Simeone said.
“he needed it, and the team 

needed that goal.”
the hosts responded, 

with carlos Bacca somehow 
shooting wide when moreno 
laid on a simple finish for the 
colombian with 12 minutes 
remaining.

and teenage substitute alex 
Baena was unlucky to finish 
the match without his first 
La Liga goal, first clipping the 
post in the 82nd minute and 
then forcing a brilliant save 
form Jan oblak with a stinging 
volley.

however they couldn’t re-
cover and sit seventh thanks 
to a run of seven matches 
without a win.

earlier real Betis moved 
above Villarreal as they main-
tained their bid for european 
football next season thanks 
to Juanmi’s late strike which 

earned them a 1-0 victory at 
struggling cadiz.

Spaniard Juanmi rammed 
home a close range header 
with six minutes remaining to 
squeeze Betis past the home 
side and put them sixth.

Betis are just two points 
behind Sociedad in the auto-
matic europa League qualifi-
cation spot.

real Valladolid climbed out 
of the relegation zone despite 
extending their winless league 
run to eight in a 1-1 draw at 
celta Vigo.

Valladolid were denied a 
first league win since January 
2 by Jeison murillo’s stoppage 
time header.

in an intense relegation 
scrap Valladolid are level on 
22 points with alaves and 
eibar, elche are 19th on 21 
points and rock-bottom hu-
esca have 20. AFP

Ledecky looks to make history despite 2020 chaos
FiVe-time olympic gold med-
allist Katie Ledecky is powering 
through the uncertainties of 
the covid-19 pandemic, her 
sights still firmly set on making 
history at the rescheduled 
tokyo Games.

the US freestyle great, whose 
15 world titles are the most of 
any woman swimmer, adapted 

and adjusted along with the 
rest of the world in 2020, but 
she isn’t giving any ground 
when it comes to her goals in 
the pool.

“i feel very good about those 
goals and feel like they still are 
in place for this year,” Ledecky 
said in a video conference as 
she prepared to tavel to a swim 

meet this week in San antonio, 
texas, her first such trip in a 
year.

it’s another step on the road 
to tokyo, where Ledecky is eying 
an ambitious programme that 
she hopes will see her claim the 
first women’s 1,500m gold med-
al ever awarded at the Games.

“i’m really excited that the 
1,500m free is in the olympics 
for the first time for women and 
that there’s parity in the sched-
ule between the men’s and 
women’s schedules,” she said. 
“it’s been a long time coming.

“i know the history of US 
women’s freestyle swimmers 
and i know there’s a lot of wom-
en’s freestylers that haven’t had 
those opportunities that i’ve 
had and didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to swim the 1,500 or even 
other events in the olympics,” 
said Ledecky, who will also be 
targeting the 200m, 400m and 
800m freestyle and the 4x200m 
free relay.

“So i’m going to take up the 
opportunity and hopefully get 
team USa started on the right 
note for that event moving for-
ward.”

the odds are certainly in the 
world record-holder’s favor, 
and Ledecky said she feels well-
prepared despite the upheaval 
of the early coronavirus lock-
down in california last march 
and the continuing changes to 
health protocols.

For three months she made 
do swimming in a backyard 
pool and lifting weights in her 
apartment as facilities at Stan-
ford University were shut 
down.

“Since the middle of last 
June is when Stanford opened 
back up. We have a lot of dif-
ferent protocols, one per lane 
or one per household so i live 
by myself so i’ve been one per 
lane for the past year,” she 
said.

She and her training partners 

are tested three times a week, 
and Ledecky thinks she’s well 
prepared for whatever health 
and safety protocols she’ll have 
to follow both at the US trials 
now scheduled for June and at 
the olympics now scheduled 
to start on July 23.

“it’ll be a different olympics,” 
said Ledecky a veteran of the 
2012 London Games and the 
2016 rio olympics. “it’ll look 
and feel different.

“i’m trying to learn as much 
as i can bout the protocols that 
will be in place so that nothing 
will catch me by surprise and i 
can have the best perform-
ances that i can have.”

Preparing amid uncertainty
Ledecky is hoping she and 

other US team members will 
have been vaccinated against 
covid by then, but she won’t 
jump the queue to be vacci-
nated.

“i feel pretty strongly that we 

all have to get it when it’s our 
turn,” she said. “i really hope 
that’s soon for all of us.”

and vaccine status notwith-
standing, “we’re going to have 
to do the exact same things, the 
mask-wearing, the distancing, 
the testing.”

Ledecky is also trying hard 
not to get caught up in any 
speculation that the Games 
might not come off.

coronavirus cases surged in 
Japan in January, when polls 
showed some 80 percent of 
people in the country thought 
the event should be cancelled 
or postponed again.

“i’m preparing as though the 
Games are on and i’m trying 
not to think about all the spec-
ulation,” Ledecky said. “it’s dif-
ficult to block everything out, 
but i’m very focused.

“i don’t want to get to 
tokyo and have any regrets 
about my training or prepa-
ration.” AFP

Atletico Madrid’s Portuguese midfielder Joao Felix (centre) scores during the Spanish league football match 
between Villarreal CF and Club Atletico de Madrid at La Ceramica stadium. AFP

Reporters visit Yanqing Exhibition Centre during a media tour of the 
2022 Winter Olympic Games venues in Beijing. AFP

US’s Katie Ledecky competes in a heat for the women’s 800m freestyle 
event at the 2019 World Championships. AFP

GoP calls for US boycott
of 2022 china olympics
the US should boycott the 
2022 Winter olympics in chi-
na, former UN ambassador 
Nikki haley said on February 
28, becoming the latest repub-
lican to join a growing furore 
over the Games and Beijing’s 
rights record.

“We must boycott the 2022 
Winter olympics in china,” 
haley, a one-time close ally of 
former president Donald 
trump and herself a presiden-
tial hopeful, tweeted.

“it would be a terrible loss for 
our athletes, but that must be 
weighed against the genocide 
occurring in china and the 
prospect that empowering 
china will lead to even greater 
horrors down the road.”

the Games are scheduled to 
begin on February 4 next year, 
just six months after the 
delayed summer tokyo olym-
pics, but preparations for both 
have been overshadowed by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

china is facing global scru-
tiny over a range of issues, 
notably the mass internment 
of Uighur muslims in the west-
ern region of Xinjiang, which 
the US has said amounts to 
genocide.

it is also under pressure for 
its rights clampdown in the 
former British colony of hong 
Kong, and for its stance toward 
taiwan, the self-ruled demo-
cratic island which Beijing con-
siders part of its territory.

republican congressman 
John Katko earlier this week 
wrote to President Joe Biden to 
urge a boycott. 

“Participation in an olympics 
held in a country that is openly 
committing genocide not only 

undermines those shared val-
ues but casts a shadow on the 
promise for all those who seek 
free and just societies,” Katko 
wrote in the letter, posted on 
his house website.

and earlier this month a 
group of US senators intro-
duced a resolution seeking to 
remove the Games from china, 
urging the international olym-
pics committee to allow new 
bids so the Games can be 
“hosted by a country that rec-
ognises and respects human 
rights.”

earlier this month, a coali-
tion of 180 rights organisations 
also called for a boycott.

the White house has sig-
nalled no change in approach. 

in a statement to aFP earlier 
this month, the international 
olympic committee said that 
concerns raised by campaign 
groups, including over rights, 
“were and are raised with the 
government and local authori-
ties.”

china’s foreign ministry has 
previously dismissed the con-
cerns, calling them “politically 
motivated” and “very irrespon-
sible.”

Beijing has been under grow-
ing pressure, particularly over 
the fate of its Uighur minority.

rights groups believe that at 
least one million Uighurs and 
other turkic-speaking muslim 
minorities are incarcerated in 
camps in Xinjiang.

after initially denying the 
camps existed, the chinese 
government abruptly acknowl-
edged them, saying they were 
vocational training centres 
aimed at reducing the allure of 
islamic extremism. AFP
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man city leaves competition 
eating dust winning 20 in a row

m
a n c h e s t e r 
city’s lead at the 
top of the Pre-
mier League con-

tinues to grow as Pep Guar-
diola’s men have now won 20 
consecutive games in all com-
petitions, while the chasing 
pack struggle to maintain any 
consistent form.

manchester United’s 0-0 
draw at chelsea and Leices-
ter’s 3-1 home defeat to arse-
nal on sunday, mean city now 
enjoy a 12-point advantage 
after seeing off West ham 2-1 
on saturday.

the hammers remain in 
fourth thanks to chelsea’s 
stalemate, but Liverpool, tot-
tenham, aston Villa and arse-
nal all won to tighten the race 
for a place in next season’s 
champions League.

City in league of their own
even on a day when Guar-

diola admitted city “were not 
going to paint anything beau-
tiful” they still found a way to 
win against a well-organised 
West ham, who had lost only 
once previously in the league 
in 2021.

the leaders were the only 
side in the top five to win this 
weekend as United’s dismal 
record against the traditional 
heavyweights of Liverpool, 
city, chelsea, tottenham and 
arsenal continued.

Ole Gunnar solskjaer’s men 
have not won in seven league 
meetings against those sides 
this season and have scored 
only once, from the penalty 
spot in a 6-1 thrashing by 
spurs early in the season.

solskjaer was furious at the 
denial of a spot-kick at stam-
ford Bridge, but also has to 

reflect on whether his conser-
vative nature against stronger 
opposition cost United the 
chance to challenge city for 
the title.

Bale finally back
Under fire after five de-

feats in six league game, Jose 
mourinho brought Gareth 
Bale in from the cold to save 
his season and the Welshman 
delivered with a double in a 
much-needed 4-0 win against 
Burnley on sunday.

Bale’s return to tottenham 
on loan from real madrid had 
been written off as a flop after 
he suffered with fitness issues 
and poor form for the first half 
of the campaign.

the 31-year-old was criti-
cised by mourinho after a spat 
over his fitness when he with-
drew from the squad for an Fa 
cup defeat at everton.

But Bale showed signs of a 
revival with a goal in each leg 
of tottenham’s europa League 
last 32 rout of Wolfsberger, 
earning just his third league 
start of the season against the 
clarets.

the four-time champions 
League winner seized his 
chance with two predatory 
finishes and an assist for har-
ry Kane to ease the pressure 
on mourinho.

“there is not one single 
manager in the world that 
doesn’t play Gareth Bale if Ga-
reth Bale is in very good con-
dition,” said mourinho.

Whistleblower Mason causes 
chaos

West Brom’s 1-0 win over 
Brighton kept the Baggies in 
the fight to beat the drop, but 
sam allardyce’s men needed 
more wayward finishing by 

the seagulls from the penalty 
spot and a moment of mad-
ness from referee Lee mason 
to claim all three points.

after Kyle Bartley’s early 
opener and Pascal Gross sent 
the first of two Brighton pen-
alties against the woodwork, 
Lewis Dunk thought he had 
brought Graham Potter’s men 
level with a clever quickly tak-
en free-kick.

Dunk revealed he had even 
asked mason if he could take 
the set-piece and the referee 
obliged by blowing the whis-
tle. however, with West Brom 
‘keeper sam Johnstone still ar-
ranging his wall, mason blew 
for a second time just before 
the ball crossed the line.

In the madness that ensued, 
mason changed his mind 
twice over whether to give the 
goal before it was finally ruled 
out. AFP

Froome comeback on track with comfortable finish
chrIs Froome’s bid for a record-
equalling fifth tour de France in June 
took another “small step” forwards 
this week as he finished “comfortably 
in the peloton” in his first race with 
new team Israel start-up nation.

Froome insisted ahead of the seven-
day Uae tour last Friday he was there 

to work towards full fitness and had 
no ambitions of winning the race.

cycling’s former no.1 was blown 
into a wall by a gust of wind two years 
ago suffering career-threatening inju-
ries. But the steel that made him a 
champion has driven Froome to dig 
deep, and target the top once more.

the journey has seen him quit 
mega-team Ineos and join Israel start-
Up nation, where he professes to be 
happier.

he has undergone a recent spell of 
rehab in california, and embarked on 
his new role as Isn team leader on an 
upbeat note while thinking of the tour 
de France.

“there’s nothing holding me back 
any more so I’d love to give it my best 
shot and win a fifth. a lot of it is mind 
over matter so I hope the body will 
follow,” he told British daily the Guard-
ian this week.

In Froome’s last race for Ineos  he 
completed the Vuelta a espana but 
finished way down the rankings last 
October. the Uae tour was a fresh 
start.

“this is my first race with Isn and 
I’m here to start my progression 
towards the tour de France,” he told 
a pre-race press conference. “this is 
the beginning of my campaign to be 
ready for the tour de France.”

During the opening stage desert 
winds forced the peloton to dig deep.

“nothing like a windy day in the 
desert to blow out those cobwebs,” 
Froome said beneath an Instagram 
photo that evening. he had finished 
with the main peloton.

‘Freak things’
stage two was an individual time-

trial. the Froome of old would pulver-
ise his rivals. this time he again held 
on, finishing 1min 36sec off the pace. 
a good performance all thing consid-
ered.

stage three however was a tough 
climbing stage where the gloves came 
off as Uae tour challengers tadej 
Pogacar and adam Yates, who is now 
with Ineos, attacked on the last hill-
side. Froome came in around five 
minutes behind.

It was a similar story on stage five, 
another hill, but Froome had declared 
before the race that “it would be nice 
to feel comfortable in the peloton,” 
and he achieved that goal, even if he 
was a long way off a winning perform-
ance. 

“I need more races like these to get 

ready,” Froome told a camera crew 
outside his team bus after stage five.

“But step by step things are coming 
together for me.”

Froome is signed up to compete in 
several more “races like these”, includ-
ing the criterium du Dauphine in 
early June, the event in which he suf-
fered his terrible crash.

that accident was described by 
Ineos guru Dave Brailsford “as poten-
tially life changing.” Froome suffered 
a compound fracture, a collapsed lung 
and lost two litres of blood. he was 
still in a wheelchair two months lat-
er.

asked this week if he was worried 
about returning to that race, Froome 
replied in champion style.

“If I’d overshot a corner I’d prob-
ably have more doubt over my abil-
ities. But this happened on a per-
fectly straight road. a big gust of 
wind took my front wheel when I 
had one hand on the handlebars and 
directed me into somebody’s drive-
way wall. It’s one of those freak 
things,” he said. AFP

Tottenham Hotspur’s Welsh midfielder Gareth Bale (left) scores the opening goal during the English Premier 
League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Burnley. AFP

Chris Froome of Team Israel Start-Up Nation during the second stage of the UAE 
Cycling Tour from al-Hudayriyat Island to al-Hudayriyat Island on February 22. AFP

recovering tiger Woods 
‘touched’ by big show 
of support from golfers
tIGer Woods, recovering in 
hospital after surgery for seri-
ous leg injuries received in a 
solo car smash, tweeted thanks 
sunday for a show of support 
from fellow pro golfers.

“It is hard to explain how 
touching today was when I 
turned on the tv and saw all the 
red shirts,” the 15-time major 
champion said in a tweet.

“to every golfer and every 
fan, you are truly helping me 
get through this tough time.”

a host of golfers at the World 
Golf championships Workday 
championship in Bradenton, 
Florida – and quite a few at the 
LPGa tour event in Orlando, as 
well – took the course for their 
final rounds wearing Woods’s 
signature sunday colors of red 
and black.

the PGa tour tweeted a pic-
ture of the maintenance staff at 
its Puerto rico Open on sunday 
all turned out in red and 
black.

Former world number one 
rory mcIlroy, tommy Fleet-
wood and tony Finau at the 
WGc and Phil mickelson at a 
PGa tour champions event 
were some of the players who 
turned out wearing Woods’s 
iconic color combo.

“I guess for us it’s just a ges-
ture to let him know that we’re 
thinking about him and we’re 
rooting for him,” mcIlroy said. 
“Obviously things are looking a 
little better today than they 
were on tuesday, but he’s still 
got aways to go.

“he’s got a huge recovery 
ahead of him. But I think (it’s) 
just for everyone to show their 
appreciation for what he means 
to us out here.

“If there was no tiger Woods, 
I just think the tour and the 
game of golf in general would 

be in a worse place.
“he’s meant a lot to us, he still 

does mean a lot to us and I 
think that was just a little way 
to show that.”

collin morikawa lifted the 
trophy at concession Golf club 
in Bradenton, becoming join-
ing Woods as the only players 
to win both a major title and a 
WGc crown before turning 
25.

Thank you, Tiger
“tiger means everything to 
me,” morikawa said. “Yes, he 
had the crash and thankfully 
he’s okay and will make a quick 
recovery.

“But I don’t think we say 
thank you enough, so I want to 
say thank you to tiger.”

Woods, 45, underwent hours 
of emergency surgery to repair 
what doctors called “significant 
orthopaedic injuries” to his 
lower right leg and ankle on 
tuesday after his early morning 
crash on a steep, winding road 
in suburban Los angeles.

he was transferred to cedars-
sinai medical centre in Los 
angeles for further treatment 
and recovery on Wednesday 
night and on Friday was report-
ed in a statement posted on 
twitter to be in good spirits 
after follow-up treatment for 
his injuries.

Woods faces a lengthy recov-
ery from his injuries, which 
include open fractures affect-
ing both the upper and lower 
portions of his lower right leg, 
along with injuries to the bones 
of the foot and ankle.

Woods was already recover-
ing from his fifth back surgery 
– and hoping he would be able 
to prepare for a run at the mas-
ters in april – when the crash 
occurred. AFP
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