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five endangered royal 
turtles in captivity 
lay first ever eggs 
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guts fish import ban

busIness – page 6

Covid jab campaigns fuelling petrol price hike
Thou Vireak 

RETAIL petrol prices in Cambodia have 
soared since the beginning of this year, 
with observers suggesting that momen-
tum in the world’s ongoing Covid-19 
vaccination schemes has driven up 
international crude oil prices.

The retail selling price of petrol in 
the Kingdom from March 1-15 has 
been set at 3,700 riel ($0.91) per litre 

of regular EA92 – with an octane rat-
ing of at least 92 – and 3,350 riel per 
litre of diesel, according to an 
announcement from the Ministry of 
Commerce.

Compulsory for licensed petrol serv-
ice stations but not for street vendors, 
the pricing serves as a tool to facilitate 
and enhance cost control nationwide 
and is calculated semi-monthly by the 
ministry using data extrapolated from 

fluctuations in crude oil prices on the 
international market.

Following a meeting with some of 
the Kingdom’s fuel distributors, the 
government agreed to reduce this 
fortnightly pricing by four US cents 
to safeguard people’s livelihoods.

Petrol prices have been trending 
higher since the start of this year, with 
EA92 pinned at 3,200 riel, 3,350 riel, 
3,400 riel and 3,500 riel per litre for each 

of the four bi-weekly periods to Febru-
ary 28, and diesel pegged at 2,950 riel, 
3,000 riel, 3,050 riel and 3,200 riel for 
the corresponding intervals.

An attendant at a Total petrol sta-
tion in the capital who asked not to 
be named said her station strictly 
maintains the prices set by the min-
istry, adding that the 95-octane-rated 
Super petrol will sell for 4,200 riel 
until March 15.

“People always complain that the 
price of petrol is going up, but we are 
not the ones who set the prices, we 
merely follow the ministry’s instruc-
tions. If we don’t comply, we’ll be 
slapped with fines,” she said.

Nhim Kosal, chief financial adviser 
of derivatives broker Golden FX Link 
Capital Co Ltd, told The Post that the 
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AstraZeneca jabs touch down 
in Phnom Penh int’l airport
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The first shipment of 324,000 doses of the astraZeneca/sII covid-19 vaccine is delivered to phnom penh International airport on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN

Mom Kunthear

T
HE first shipment of 324,000 
doses of the AstraZeneca/
SII vaccine which was pro-
vided through the Covid-19 

Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) 
Facility was delivered to Phnom 
Penh International Airport on 
March 2. The rest of the COVAX pro-
vided vaccines will arrive in Cam-
bodia at a later date.

The first person to receive this 
vaccine will be Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, who has announced that he 
plans to be vaccinated on March 4 
at Calmette Hospital.

Minister of Health Mam Bun 
Heng, as a representative of the 
Royal Government of Cambodia, 
was joined by World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) representative to 
Cambodia Dr Li Ailan and UNICEF’s 
Cambodia Representative Foroogh 
Foyouzat at Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport to accept the vac-
cines.

Developed by AstraZeneca with 
the University of Oxford, the vac-
cines were produced by Serum 
Institute of India (SII).

Health ministry spokeswoman 
Or Vandine stated in a press release 
on February 28 that Cambodia 

would receive further shipments 
of vaccines through the COVAX 
Facility in incremental shipments 
later this year with a total of 1.1 
million doses supplied over the 
first half of 2021.

COVAX will deliver 6.4 million 
doses of its two-dose regimen to 3.2 
million people, accounting for 20 
per cent of Cambodia’s 16 million 
population.

Also of note, China’s embassy in 
Cambodia on March 1 said in a 
Facebook post that the Chinese gov-
ernment had decided to provide a 
second phase with another 400,000 
donated doses of the Sinopharm 

Covid-19 vaccine to Cambodia, 
which would arrive ahead of Khmer 
New Year in April.

Arriving in Cambodia on February 
7, the first shipment of 600,000 
Sinopharm vaccines were part of 
the one million doses to be donated 
by China.

According to the health ministry’s 
latest report a total of 24,331 people 
have been vaccinated with their first 
dose of the Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccines donated by China to 
date.

The Ministry of National Defence 

All 279 nabbed 
Nigerian girls 
free: governor
ALL 279 girls kidnapped from their 
boarding school in northern Nigeria 
have been released and are on govern-
ment premises, the local governor told 
reporters on March 2.

Nigeria has been rocked by four mass 
abductions of students in less than three 
months, sparking widespread anger 
against the government and memories 
of the 2014 kidnapping of hundreds of 
schoolgirls in Chibok, in the country’s 
east, that shocked the world.

“I am happy to announce that the girls 
are free,” said Zamfara state governor 
Dr Bello Matawalle. “They have just 
arrived in the government house and 
are in good health.”

Authorities initially said 317 girls were 
abducted in the raid by hundreds of 
gunmen on the Government Girls Sec-
ondary School in remote Jangebe village 
on February 26.

But Matawalle said the “total number 
of female students abducted” was 279.

Government officials had been in 
talks with the kidnappers, known local-
ly as bandits.

A source said “repentant bandits” had 
been contacted to reach out to their 
former comrades as part of efforts to 
free the students.

Heavily armed criminal gangs in 
northwest and central Nigeria have 
stepped up attacks in recent years, kid-
napping for ransom, raping and pillag-
ing.

The Nigerian military was deployed 
to the area in 2016 and a peace deal with 
bandits was signed in 2019 but attacks 
have continued.

In December, more than 300 boys 
were kidnapped from a school in Kanka-
ra, in President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
home state of Katsina, while he was vis-
iting the region.

The boys were later released but the 
incident triggered outrage and memo-
ries of the kidnappings of 276 school-
girls by jihadists in Chibok.

Many of those girls are still missing.
The gangs are largely driven by finan-

cial motives and have no known ideo-
logical leanings.

Authorities have denied paying any 
ransom to secure the recent releases. 
AFP
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ministry-led education policy forum 
spurs dialogue over strategy, reforms

Na reviewing 
new draft law 
on emergency 
covid powers

Voun Dara

ThE ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport in collabo-
ration with cambodia Devel-
opment resource Institute 
(cDrI) have arranged the first 
cambodia Education Policy 
Forum under the theme Edu-
cation Reform and Training 
from march 2-4 to discuss 
policy reforms and strategy in 
education.

This forum was conducted 
online and presided over by 
minister hang chuon Naron 
with approximately 500 par-
ticipants attending, including 
representatives of relevant 

ministries and institutions, 
education department direc-
tors and teachers.

chuon Naron said this fo-
rum was for people to discuss 
and analyse strategies, poli-
cies and priority reforms and 
provide input for discussion 
on key reforms at the Educa-
tional conference 2021.

“This forum is focused on 
four key areas of education 
reform such as teacher edu-
cation, management, digital 
education, and post covid-19 
adaptation. I sincerely hope 
that everybody will partici-
pate and benefit from this 
educational forum,” he said.

cDrI acting executive di-
rector Eng Netra said the Edu-
cation Policy Forum reflected 
the cooperation between the 
ministry and cDrI, as well as 
the good cooperation of the 
two working groups.

She added the forum would 
address key government pri-
orities as set out in the Educa-
tion Strategic Plan 2019-2023.

“Everyone’s participation 
in today’s forum will provide 
input for discussions on key 
education reforms at the ed-
ucation conference that we 
plan to hold this year, as well 
as the development of educa-
tion policy documents in the 

coming years,” she said.
Bo chankulika, director of 

the education ministry’s De-
partment of Policy, expressed 
her views at the forum in-
cluding the vision for cam-
bodia to achieve to become a 
high middle income country 
by 2030 and a high income 
country by 2050. The govern-
ment has launched a number 
of education reform policies.

She added that these in-
clude the approval of teacher 
policies, teacher policy action 
plans, policies and frame-
works on regular professional 
development for educators 
in all areas of the teaching 
profession and the reform of 
teacher training institutions.

She said that since the im-
plementation of all these re-
forms, the education system 
still faced challenges, such 
as students dropping out of 
school, class repetition, and 
students’ fundamental abili-
ties are still low compared 
to the same level with coun-
tries in the region and in the 
world. School budgets are 
also still limited, mismatched 
between skills and labour 
market needs, lack of quality 
training and effective school 
management.

“The education forum will 
provide orientation and pri-
oritisation of reforms and 
solutions to the above issues 
to achieve the 2030 education 
reform strategy and 2050 ed-
ucation vision,” she said.

Niem Chheng

T
hE National assembly (Na) 
plans to call an extraordinary 
legislative session to pass 
the covid-19 prevention and 

control draft law which could also 
help with the future containment of 
other contagious diseases. 

Financial penalties and prison sen-
tences may be imposed on some of-
fenders who violate the health mea-
sures mandated by the government.

The Na’s Standing committee 
passed the covid-19 prevention and 
control draft law on march 2 and 
had submitted it to the Na’s expert 
commissions for immediate review 
at the request of the government.

consisting of six chapters and 18 
articles, the new draft law is meant 
to establish a comprehensive legal 
basis for managing the covid-19 
pandemic in cambodia and any 
similar future public health crises.

Na spokesman Leng Peng Long 
confirmed to The Post that the draft 
law had been sent to the other relevant 
Na’s expert commissions for review. 

“Basically, this law was put to-
gether urgently because it’s very im-
portant. We could not risk delaying 
it. The study of the law will also be 
conducted soon and everything will 
be moving forward with appropriate 
urgency,” he added. 

Peng Long said this draft law is 
largely similar to the laws that other 
nations had enacted in response to 
the pandemic, including similar ad-
ministrative and health measures. 

he explained that the health mea-
sures in the draft law included sani-
tation standards, hand washing and 
social distancing requirements as 
well as requirements for ventilation 
of indoor spaces. 

administrative measures included 
in the law provide the government 
with the power to ban mass gather-
ings on an emergency health basis 
– including wedding ceremonies – or 
to legally require that all of the guests 
observe social distancing guidelines.

“If a place such as a shop is deter-
mined to be a source of infections, 
then the government can order 
them closed temporarily. 

“and if a person violates health 
measures, they can be punished 
with fines or imprisonment. It also 
describes other administrative mea-
sures the government can under-
take. For example, if a community 
transmission breaks out, we might 
decide to cordon off an area and 
block travel in or out of that place 
as some countries have done,” Peng 
Long elaborated.

Prior to this draft law, the govern-
ment on February 18 issued a sub-
decree on quarantine measures in 
a bid to contain covid-19. The sub-
decree comprised seven chapters 

and 23 articles. 
according to the sub-decree, those 

who evade quarantine or escape 
from quarantine facilities will be 
fined between one million and five 
million riel ($250 and $1,250). 

Those determined to be initiators, 
leaders, instructors, inciters, per-
suaders or to have otherwise inten-
tionally aided individuals in their 
escape from the quarantine centre 
or hotel will be fined between 10 
million and 50 million riel.  

any medical establishment such as 
a hospital or clinic found to be hiding 
the presence of covid-19 patients or 

neglecting to report positive tests will 
be subject to the same fines. 

am Sam ath, deputy director for 
right group Licadho, said he could 
not yet fully comment on this draft 
law as he had not seen it. 

“Without having read the law yet 
my only concern so far is that per-
haps the government prepared this 
law in too much of a hurry. I think 
that the best idea would be to make 
the draft law public so they can re-
ceive input from medical profes-
sionals, scientists and other people 
with relevant expertise. That would 
be much better,” he said.

A health worker sprays disinfectant at Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh on Monday. hong menea

Education minister Hang Chuon Naron will be virtually present at the policy forum. eDUCaTIon mInIsTry
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ThE ringleader of a gang who 
attempted to rob and kidnap 
a wealthy family in the Borey 
angkor gated community in 
Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok dis-
trict on march 1 was formerly 
employed by the family as a 
driver, according to a report 
from the Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal police on march 2.

The report identified Oem 
Sovannarith, 21, as the man 
who had initiated the plans 
to rob and kidnap his former 
employer and his family. 

his former employer mao 
hour, 58, was previously 
head of a branch of Electricite 
du cambodge in Kampong 
cham. after retiring from 
that position hour had begun 
working in the private sec-
tor making electricity supply 
bids in some areas of Phnom 
Penh and the provinces. 

The report noted that after 
quitting his job the suspect 
had later returned to ask him 
if he could resume work as his 
driver but hour had already 
hired someone else for the job 
and they turned him away.

having been spurned by 
his former employer, Sovan-
narith recruited three ac-
complices to join him in his 
plans to kidnap, rob and kill 
up to 10 people – eight fam-
ily members and two servants 
still working at the house. 

Sovannarith’s plans were 
somehow leaked to hour’s 
family and when the sus-
pects arrived to carry out 
their robbery, kidnap and 
murder plot they found mu-
nicipal police forces there 
waiting for them.

“First, [the suspects] arrived 
at [hour’s] house and forced 
him to write a million dol-
lar cheque at gunpoint. They 
had then planned on taking 
hour’s daughter with them to 
the bank as a hostage. 

Leaving nothing to chance, 
the plotters had decided to 
leave one of their group be-
hind at hour’s house with 
him so that when the other 
three criminals and hour’s 
daughter went to withdraw 
the money at the bank he 
would be there to force hour 
to answer his phone when the 
bank called asking for his ap-
proval to cash the cheque, the 
official report claims. 

according to the police re-
port the four plotters had in-
tended to murder all 10 of their 
victims once they had gotten 
a hold of the money from the 
bank and also cleaned out all 
of the money and jewellery in 
hour’s household safe. 

The gang’s plan was foiled 
when police forces arrived 
on the scene and a shoot-out 
erupted between the oppos-
ing sides. all four of the sus-
pects – armed with modern 
aK-47 rifles – were killed in 
the gun battle. 

hour and his family were 
shaken but unharmed and 
no police were injured in the 
operation.

Besides the ringleader So-
vannarith, the police identi-
fied another suspect, ry Pisey, 
30, a resident of Kampong 
Samnanh commune in Kan-
dal province’s Takhmao town. 

The two remaining plotters 
have not yet been identified. 
The bodies of the four are cur-
rently being kept at Tuek Thla 
Pagoda in the Sen Sok district 
where the shoot-out took 
place.

Ung Serey Kut, commander 
of the Bodyguard command, 
has issued a letter denying 
rumours that Sovannarith 
was formerly a member of the  
bodyguard forces holding the 
rank of major. 

The letter said the insignia 
card of the Bodyguard com-
mand that Sovannarith was 
using was a forgery. 

Niem Chheng

ThE Japanese government 
has provided more than $1.76 
million to Japan mine action 
Service (JmaS) to implement 
a demining project in Ban-
teay meanchey province and 
a cluster munitions clearance 
effort in Stung Treng province.

The Japanese embassy in 
cambodia said on march 1 
that through their programme 
providing grant assistance 
for Japanese NGO projects 
the government of Japan had 
awarded $1.76 million US 
dollars to JmaS to carry out 
their “reconstruction Sup-
port for Demining in Banteay 
meanchey Project” for its first 
year of operations and the 
“reconstruction Support with 
cluster munitions Disposal 
Project in Stung Treng,” also in 
its first year of operations. 

Japan’s embassy also an-
nounced a grant award of just 
over $470,000 to Japanese NGO 
Kokkyo naki Kodomotachi (KnK) 

to implement the second year of 
its project “capacity Building of 
Youth in Pailin, cambodia: re-
inforcement of the community 
Learning centre.”

The grant contract sing-
ing ceremony was held with 
Japanese ambassador mikami 
masahiro and representatives 
from the two organizations but 
appropriate social distancing 
measures were observed in 
light of the covid-19 pandem-
ic and the recent community 
transmission events. 

 “We believe that these grant 
assistances will enhance the 
quality of life for people in each 
project area,” read a statement 
from the Japanese embassy. 

The representative of JmaS 
in cambodia Noriyoshi Seu-
naga told The Post that JmaS 
began its mine-clearing ac-
tivities in cambodia in 2002 
in partnership with cmac, 
thus marking this year as their 
twentieth anniversary.

as of September 2020, JmaS 
had cleared approximately 4,100 

hectares of minefields including 
more than 20,000 anti-person-
nel mines, 650 anti-tank mines 
and 390,000 Unexploded Ord-
nances (UXO). It also respond-
ed more than 37,000 times to 
requests by local people to dis-
pose of mines and UXOs found 
near their living-spaces.

“We have also constructed 
11 schools and more than 
80 km of roads with side-
ditches and about 50 agricul-
tural ponds in and around the 
minefields,” he said. 

JmaS is also working on a 
private-funded project for 
basic infrastructure build-
ing in Battambang and Ban-
teay meanchey with 28 JmaS 
members including 7 Japa-
nese, who are supported by 
about 100 deminers of cmac, 
Noriyoshi Seunaga said.

“From this year, JmaS will start 
providing agricultural support 
activities in addition to demin-
ing and infrastructure-building 
by providing local farmers with 
agricultural techniques and ag-

ricultural ponds for water sup-
ply in the dry season, which 
means JmaS will persevere in 
its various charitable activities 
in cambodia,” he said.

First vice-president of mine 
action coordination com-
mittee (macc) Ly Thuch said 
that in order for cambodia 
to achieve its mine free cam-
bodia 2025 goal the Kingdom 
needed stronger commit-
ments from the international 
community and donor coun-
tries assisting in the mine 
clearance sector.

“On behalf of macc  and its 
committee chairman Prime 
minister hun Sen, I express my 
profound thanks to the gov-
ernment and the people of Ja-
pan for their assistance in our 
mine clearance efforts, which 
will save lives and reduce pov-
erty. We thank JmaS as brilliant 
operator. assistance in mine 
clearance is truly international 
humanitarian assistance with 
a great deal of compassion,” 
he said. 

Four dead suspects 
in botched robbery 
in capital identified

Japan provides $1.7m for demining

Pm to get first astraZeneca jab on march 4 

People in quarantine get aid
Mom Kunthear

ThE government is providing 
assistance including 20,000 
riel ($5) per day for 15 days 
and 20kg of milled rice to 
ease the livelihoods of people 
under quarantine in Phnom 
Penh due to the recent out-
break of covid-19.

Phnom Penh governor 
Khuong Sreng said the munici-
pal administration will contin-
ue to help people linked directly 
to the February 20 community 
transmission, people who have 
tested negative for covid-19, 
people in quarantine at home 
and in hotels, and those facing 
livelihood shortages.  

The ministry of health on 
march 2 confirmed 24 more 
cases linked to the February 
20 incident, bringing the total 
to 340 in less than two weeks.

The 24 include four Viet-
namese nationals and four 
cambodians, with the rest 
being chinese.

among the 24, six – three 
cambodians and three chi-
nese nationals – stay in Preah 
Sihanouk province and are 
receiving treatment there.

another patient is a chinese 
woman who registers her ad-
dress in Phnom Penh, but has 
been admitted to the chey 
chumneas referral hospital in 
Kandal province for treatment.

The rest are being treated in 
the capital.

Separately, Naga corp Ltd 
has announced the suspen-
sion of its operations on a vol-
untary basis after consulting 
with the health ministry. This 
came after 11 of its approxi-
mately 3,000 staff members 
tested positive for covid-19. It 
was not immediately clear if 
the 11 are linked to the com-
munity transmission.

In Preah Sihanouk province, 
governor Kuoch chamroeun 
issued a letter dated march 2 
announcing that 29 locations 
– including hotels, restau-
rants, shared buildings, su-

permarkets and private hos-
pitals – have been suspended 
temporarily and designated 
as quarantine sites.

The letter said the business 
owners had to cooperate with 
the provincial administration’s 
working groups to prepare lists 
and look for guests, staff and all 
those involved in the locations 
for quarantine purpose.  

chamroeun said during the 
quarantine, they have to fulfil 
obligations including following 
proper preventive health mea-
sures, not leaving quarantine 
facilities without permission, 

cooperate with health workers 
and have their samples taken 
for covid-19 testing. 

In Phnom Penh, 77 loca-
tions linked to the February 
20 community transmission 
have so far been closed tem-
porarily. 

as part of efforts to contain 
covid-19, Prime minister hun 
Sen has decided to provide an 
additional 2.85 billion riel to 
five provinces bordering Thai-
land and an additional 220 
million riel to seven provinces 
bordering Vietnam for quar-
antine from march 1 to 10.

A man has his samples taken for Covid-19 testing in Phnom Penh. tyda via facebook 

Continued from page 1

has announced that they have vaccinated 
75,198 members of the armed forces with 
their first doses of the Sinopharm vaccine 
as well.

Or Vandine also told reporters late in 
the evening on march 2 when she went 
to receive the astraZeneca vaccines sent 
from India through cOVaX at the Phnom 
Penh International airport that the min-
istry is now ready to both transport and 
store the vaccine, which requires ultra-
low temperatures. 

“Obtaining this vaccine is yet another 

achievement that comes from the efforts 
of the head of the government, Samdech 
Prime minister hun Sen – and the vaccines 
will be used soon but first we are waiting 
for the prime minister’s recommendation 
after he gets the first jab at calmette hos-
pital on march 4,” Vandine said.

UNIcEF representative Foroogh Foy-
ouzat applauded the government and 
its efforts to ensure the Kingdom would 
meet the requirements of the cOVaX 
programme to make cambodia among 
the first countries in the Western Pacif-
ic region to take delivery of a vaccine 
shipment through cOVaX.

She reiterated calls for the public to 
remain vigilant. “I want to emphasise that 
vaccines alone cannot end the global pan-
demic, we all have to continue to imple-
ment preventive measures such as wearing 
masks and cleaning our hands,” she said.

WhO representative to cambodia Dr 
Li ailan said the day was a historic one 
for cambodia.

“We at the WhO are so proud to be here 
[with cambodia] today. If the covid vac-
cines are [administered to most of the 
population] along with other [restrictive] 
public health measures, the pandemic 
will end.”
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Voun Dara

mINISTEr of Education, 
Youth and Sport hang chuon 
Naron has informed capital 
and provincial education de-
partment directors about the 
evaluation and selection of 
their best school principals, 
best teachers and cleanest 
schools in order to nominate 
them for the Samdech Techo 
hun Sen Education award.

“Every academic year, the 
ministry evaluates and se-
lects [winners] based on de-
fined principles, criteria and 
procedures after the capital 
and provincial education de-
partments send their evalua-
tion results to the ministry,” 
he said in a letter. 

chuon Naron said the win-
ners will be presented with 
the awards at an education 
ministry conference that 
would be held to review 2019-
2020 and set goals for 2020-
2021.

In order for the ministry’s 
evaluation process to take 
place, the ministry requested 
that education department 
directors select candidates 
for best teacher from grades 
4 through 12 along with can-
didates for best principal and 
cleanest school based on the 
definitions and criteria set by 
the ministry.

chuon Naron also instruct-
ed them to send candidacy 
lists with evaluation reports 

attached and to be sure to 
include evaluation-related 
documents and videos. 

all materials are to be sent 
to the education ministry’s 
general secretariat by march 
15. The ministry will then 
evaluate the candidates and 
make selections for the final 
phase.

cambodian Independent 
Teachers association (cITa) 
president Ouk chhayavy said 
that each year the awards had 
inspired school principals 
to strive to win them. But he 
pointed out that winning the 
awards required the partici-
pation and cooperation of all 
of the teachers, students and 
support staff.

“With the cleanest school 
contests we see that school 
principals try really hard to 
win the awards, despite the 
extra work making the teach-
ers tired and unhappy, be-
cause it helps the school’s 
reputation. 

“But when it comes to the 
benefits of the awards, the 
benefits never go towards the 
teachers in the schools who 
have had to do most of this 
work,” he said.

Education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha said the 
selection of the best school 
principals, best teachers 
and cleanest schools to win 
awards is only done for pub-
lic schools.

annual education awards
selection process begins

minister: Inclusive meeting vital
Voun Dara

m
INISTEr of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has instructed 
heads of the gov-

ernment’s local visit working 
groups throughout the coun-
try to ensure that relevant of-
ficials are invited to attend all 
meetings at the municipal, 
district and commune levels. 

Sar Kheng said these offi-
cials have an important role 
and direct responsibility in 
providing services and resolv-
ing issues with residents.

In a letter, the minister said 
relevant officials need to attend 
programmes that the working 
groups have arranged to en-
sure that their work at all levels 
would achieve better results.

The invitation of officials aims 
to support the sub-national 
administration in addressing 
the challenges, requests and 
suggestions of local people in a 

transparent, accountable and 
effective manner.

“also invite community 
leaders who are directly re-
sponsible in providing public 
services and addressing the 
challenges and requests of lo-
cal people,” he said.

Sar Kheng said meetings and 
gatherings must follow the 
government and health min-
istry’s measures to prevent the 
transmission of covid-19.

Battambang deputy provin-
cial governor Soeum Bunrith 
said that before covid-19, local 
visit working groups regularly 
reached out to local communi-
ties to better understand their 
issues and help with solutions.

“Because of covid-19, govern-
ment’s working groups haven’t 
been out on visits. But they al-
ways conduct online meetings 
via Telegram,” Bunrith said

Bunrith said the local visit 
working groups had con-
tributed in reducing people’s 

difficulties such as providing 
assistance in times of disas-
ter and helping people on 
drought issues, lack of clean 
water, and road construction 
for people in the localities.

coalition of cambodian 
Farmer community president 
Theng Savoeun said he had 
observed that the working 
groups’ implementation was 
more about following policy 
rather than technical issues.

he said if the working groups 
provided technical support to lo-
cal authorities, it would increase 
their ability to address challeng-
es and needs of the people.

“however, we would like to 
restart the meetings of local visit 
working groups at all levels of 
society to have more participa-
tion from all stakeholders. This 
should also include local civil 
society groups to ensure the im-
plementation of decentralisa-
tion and deconcentration of sys-
tems at local level,” he said.

A teacher and her students at Chaktomuk Primary School in Phnom 
Penh’s Daun Penh district in February. hean rangsey

Meeting at Samrong commune 
in Takeo province’s Samrong 
district. samrong commune admin. 
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captive royal turtles lay first ever eggs 
Orm Bunthoeurn

F
IVE endangered royal turtles 
raised at the Koh Kong rep-
tile conservation centre 
(KKrcc) have now laid 71 

eggs – marking the first time this 
particular species of turtle has ever 
laid eggs while in captivity at the 
centre – according to a press release 
from the Wildlife conservation Soci-
ety cambodia (WcS cambodia). 

The royal turtle is the official na-
tional reptile of cambodia.  

Leak ratna, an official from WcS 
cambodia, said that in the past two 
weeks the five turtles had laid 71 
eggs on the artificial beach at the 

KKrcc. he said all of the eggs were 
laid by the group of royal turtles that 
the team had brought to raise at the 
centre 10 years ago.

“Back then the team had gotten 
four of these five female royal turtles 
from the beaches of the Sre ambel 
river after they hatched from the 
nests of wild turtles. One of the five 
turtles was found by people from 
Koh Kong province in 2017 and 
brought to our centre by them,” 
ratna said. 

Som Sitha, WcS cambodia’s Koh 
Kong and mekong conservation 
Project manager, said the successful 
incubation of these turtles could not 
be confirmed until the team has had 

more time to observe them.
“This is the first time that our fe-

male royal turtles have ever laid eggs 
in captivity since they were hatched 
at the centre in 2006. The team is 
considering whether to make arti-
ficial nests for incubation purposes 
or whether to just leave them as they 
are now,” he said. 

Steven G Platt, a WcS cambodia ex-
pert on wildlife, said the fact that this 
rare species of turtles had managed 
to spawn in captivity and laid a large 
number of eggs was an unbelievably 
important thing for the breeding and 
ultimate survival of royal turtles. 

Platt said breeding these turtles in 
captivity was crucial to saving the 

species from extinction. 
“We anticipate soon being able 

to produce large numbers of royal 
turtles in captivity and then releas-
ing them back into the wild,” Platt 
explained.

Dr Sonja Luz, vice-president of 
Wildlife reserves Singapore (WrS) 
said her organisation is excited to be 
part of another major conservation 
milestone for this rare species. 

“This new result is encouraging 
and we’re thrilled to see the work 
of our partners come to fruition de-
spite the ongoing global pandemic,” 
she said.

Ouk Vibol, director of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries conservation, said 

there was real hope now for restora-
tion of the royal turtle to the wild. 

“I strongly encourage and support 
the continuation of these research 
activities because there is now a 
definite possibility that this spe-
cies will survive in the wild and that 
cambodia’s future generations can 
see them in person instead of just in 
old pictures,” he said. 

according to the WcS cambodia 
press release, KKrcc currently has 
192 royal turtles being cared for at 
the centre. an additional 96 young 
adult royal turtles have already been 
released back into the wild since 
2015. The team plans to release an-
other 50 turtles later this year. 

Long Kimmarita

ThE apsara National author-
ity (aNa) has urged farmers 
living in the angkor area to 
grow dry-season rice crops 
once per year only to reduce 
risks of water overuse that 
could drain too much water 
from the crucial West Baray.

The West Baray is one of the 
largest hand-cut reservoirs 
ever constructed, dating back 
to the 11th century. 

Tim chhom, technical offi-
cer of the aNa’s Department of 
Water management, said West 
Baray has a number of im-
portant roles. It helps prevent 
flooding and supplies water 
to farmers in five communes 
of Siem reap town and four 
communes of Puok district. 

It also serves as a clean water 
source for the Siem reap Wa-
ter Supply authority and sup-
plies groundwater to keep the 
water stable and the land from 
subsiding, which helps to pro-
tect the temple’s foundations 
and facilitates groundwater 
flow to people in the area.

he said West Baray was also 
important for the farming 
community who use its water 
in the irrigation system.

according to chhom, the 
presence of a farming com-
munity near angkor Wat was 
established long ago, but in 
2014 the government handed 
over the management of it to 
the aNa, which then contin-
ued the water distribution 

work for the farmers.
chhom said that now, howev-

er, aNa officials have grown con-
cerned with the farmers’ overuse 
of water to grow dry-season rice 
crops multiple times. 

he said the aNa had al-
ready provided enough water 
to supply the farmers – that is 
until they expanded their rice 
fields, which causes demand 
for water to keep increasing.

“Before the aNa’s manage-
ment, the total area of these 
farmers’ rice fields were only 
13,000ha. But now the later dry-
season rice [under cultivation] 
was actually double,” he said.

“Because of this, the aNa 
calls on all farmers to grow 

irrigated rice crops only once 
per year and then grow cash 
crops after that instead to 
reduce the risks to the West 
Baray water supply, because 
the water must fill many roles 
and [too much farming] will 
lead to water shortages for ev-
eryone in the area,” he said.

“Whether officials open the 
water gate more than once in a 
year depends on the available 
water supply. We also try to ex-
plain to the farmers that they 
must try to grow crops at the 
same time so that we can release 

water just once for all of them. 
We try to avoid releasing the 
water many times because that 
could waste it,” chhom added.

Sok mok, chief of the com-
munity of farmers using the 
West Baray irrigation system, 
told The Post on march 2 that 
farmers’ yields from the use 
of the West Baray water this 
year had improved. he said 
the result was due to farmers 
receiving sufficient water eas-
ily and in a timely manner. 

“There are still people who 
are used to farming twice a year, 
growing both dry-season rice 
and rainy-season rice crops. 
Farmers who do grow twice are 
often those fortunate enough 

to be living along a canal or 
water source. Those who are 
far from water sources depend 
on rainfall, which is uncertain 
and the second harvest may be 
fruitless,” he explained.

chea mounch, a farmer in Ta 
chett village of Puok district’s 
Samrong Yea commune, said 
that this year his 5ha of rice 
fields had provided yields worth 
about 15 million riel ($3,600).

 “Without the irrigation water, 
we cannot do dry-season crops 
so this field depends entirely on 
West Baray,” he said.

West Baray water source
under irrigation pressure

Royal turtles are Cambodia’s official national reptile but they remain critically endangered in the wild and 
captive breeding is considered a must to restore their numbers.  Wcs cambodia

Royal turtle eggs in five clutches were laid on an artificial sand bank at the Koh Kong Reptile Conservation 
Centre (KKCC) last month. Wcs cambodia

without the irrigation water
we cannot do dry-season crops
so this field depends entirely

on [access to] west Baray



Thou Vireak

N
EARLY a month on after the 
government lifted a ban on 
a slew of fisheries products, 
Cambodia remains divided 

over the ramifications of the move, 
with fish farmers lamenting a plunge 
in commodity prices as economic 
pundits argue that the curb consti-
tutes a constraint on the free market.

The truth of the matter is that the King-
dom imports at least $60 million worth 
of fisheries products from Vietnam each 
year to meet domestic demand, Viet-
namPlus reported, citing the Vietnam-
ese Ministry of Industry and Trade.

While Cambodia is not a decisive mar-
ket for Vietnamese fisheries products, 
the Kingdom’s demand for its neigh-
bour’s products considerably contrib-
utes to the stability of cross-border trade, 
as well as job creation and income for lo-
cals, the online news agency said.

The Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries on January 8 an-
nounced a suspension on all imports 
of the “main four” – “pra” (Pangasius 
djambal), “po” (Pangasius larnaudii), 
“andeng” (catfish of the Clarias genus) 
and “chdo” (giant snakehead or Chan-
na micropeltes) – as well as myriad 
other fish that can be farmed locally.

The ministry retracted the ban just a 
month later on February 8.

Lim Sokheng, owner of a fish farm 
with four floating pens in Phnom Penh’s 
northernmost Prek Phnov district, told 
The Post that the price of pra fish hiked 
up to around 4,600 riel ($1.13) per kilo-
gramme while the ban was in effect.

Sokheng said his farm yields in ex-
cess of 1,000 tonnes of the fish per 
season, most of which supplies mar-

kets in Phnom Penh or is distributed 
to other provinces.

He said: “Curbing imports helps lo-
cal products build up a strong market 
and sustain affordable prices. Only 
with more government policies to 
prop up aquaculture farmers will fish 
have a flourishing market.”

Ministry of Commerce secretary of 
state Sok Sopheak told a consultative 
meeting on the ban last month that 
the government should support the 
free flow of fisheries products – even 
the “main four” – across the Kingdom’s 
borders, as dictated by demand.

“Cambodia should strengthen local 

aquaculture’s competitive capability 
based on the principles of free trade and 
optimise the development and imple-
mentation of technical regulations to 
ensure food quality and safety,” he said.

Cambodian Aquaculturist Associa-
tion (CCC) president Sok Raden told 
The Post in January that the govern-
ment prioritises the local market over 
international ones and is encouraging 
building additional fisheries produc-
tion capacity to ensure the adequacy 
of domestic supply.

But he said it should spruce up in-
frastructure for the fisheries sector, 
with emphasis on ensuring a sustain-

able water system.
“In a bid to boost exports, we can pro-

duce our own competitive, high-grade 
fish feed at reasonable prices – and 
[benefit from] low electricity costs – as 
long as our products are of good quality.

“The government is strongly push-
ing for aquaculture so that we can ex-
port fisheries products, but we need 
financiers who are willing to invest in 
the sector,” Raden said.

Cambodia exported a total of 3,590 
tonnes of fishery products worth more 
than $8.33 million last year, down 74.53 
per cent from 14,100 tonnes in 2019, 
the agriculture ministry reported.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,800 16,820 16,820 16,760

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,400 3,280

3 PAS 13,100 13,580 13,580 12,980

4 PEPC 2,960 2,910 2,960 2,900

5 PPAP 12,180 12,580 12,580 12,180

6 PPSP 1,590 1,610 1,610 1,590

7 PWSA 6,060 6,080 6,080 6,060

Date: March 2, 2021

Business

Rift as gov’t guts fish import ban

Ministry invites exporters to expo in east China
Hin Pisei

THE Ministry of Commerce 
has invited businesses that 
wish to export to China to join 
a three-day virtual and in-
person expo set to be held in 
eastern China’s Shandong 
province from April 27-29.

Cambodian businesses can 
promote their products virtu-
ally at no service charge, the 
ministry said in an announce-
ment, while inviting Chinese 
firms that export Cambodian 
products to the event to build 
up their portfolios.

The 2021 Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) Inter-
national Investment and Trade 

Expo will be held at Fangyuan 
Sport Center in Jiaozhou, 
Qingdao, the ministry said.

“The trade fair aims to show-
case and promote general 
consumer products, including 
those in energy, finance, logis-
tics, education, tourism and 
related sectors, as well as Chi-
na’s international investment 
projects,” it added.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post that exhibi-
tion events as a general rule 
are a positive for trade and the 
national economy.

He said participation will 
enable Cambodia to receive 
new orders, secure Chinese 

direct investment and fuel 
tourism growth.

“Through this event, the par-
ticipating Cambodian companies 
will have the opportunity to intro-
duce their new wares to attendees 
and will be able to place orders 
directly,” Heng said.

He stressed, however, that set-
ting up events domestically is also 
an important strategy to draw in 
more foreign direct investment 
(FDI) into the Kingdom.

Hong Vanak, director of 
International Economics at 
the Royal Academy of Cambo-
dia, said China organises and 
hosts scores of such exhibi-
tions every year – 2020 not-
withstanding – and each event 

marks a fighting chance for the 
Kingdom to showcase its wares 
and win more orders.

“The fair is of the first mag-
nitude and will bring loads of 
benefits to Cambodian and 
Chinese traders,” he said.

He cautioned, however, that 
the Kingdom must also take the 
quality of its products into seri-
ous consideration if it wants to 
foster a strong market.

Ministry spokesman Seang 
Thay said this is the first time 
Cambodia has been invited to 
take part in SCO’s Internation-
al Investment and Trade Expo.

The trade fair is more tailored 
towards Shanghai-based com-
panies with operations and 

investments abroad, he said, 
noting that no Cambodian 
firms have informed the min-
istry of their interest in the 
event since the announcement 
was issued on February 23.

SCO, the event’s organiser, 
“was established as a multilat-
eral association to ensure 
security and maintain stability 
across the vast Eurasian region, 
join forces to counteract 
emerging challenges and 
threats, and enhance trade, as 
well as cultural and humani-
tarian cooperation”, according 
to Rashid Alimov, a former 
secretary-general who also 
served as Tajikistan’s foreign 
minister in 1992-1994.

‘High import 
price means 
increase in 
retail prices’
Continued from page 1

major international bench-
marks have ballooned to an 
average of around $63 per bar-
rel and are in all likelihood 
behind the uptick in petrol 
prices in the Kingdom.

He contended that Covid-19 
vaccination programmes 
around the world triggered the 
rise in international crude oil 
prices and are expected to 
deliver a massive windfall to 
the global economy, especial-
ly in the US.

US demand for crude has 
also risen sharply, at between 
one and 8.76 million barrels a 
day last week, he said.

“It is likely that [Cambodia’s] 
oil orders from abroad came 
in at high prices, so retail costs 
were set to hike up as a conse-
quence,” Kosal said.

Brent crude was up 15 US 
cents, or 0.24 per cent, at 
$63.84 a barrel at 1404 GMT on 
March 2, after dropping 1.1 per 
cent the previous day.

West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude was 23 US cents 
higher, or 0.38 per cent, at 
$60.87 a barrel at 1404 GMT on 
March 2, after falling 1.4 per 
cent the previous day.

As of 2020, there were a total 
of 4,000 petrol stations operat-
ing in Cambodia, but only about 
700 were licensed by the minis-
try, according to a report by the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy.

Singapore-based oil and gas 
exploration company KrisEn-
ergy Ltd on December 28 
extracted the first drop of 
crude oil from Cambodian 
waters.

And Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said the PV Drilling III jack-up 
rig began drilling the second 
well of the five-well “Mini 
Phase 1A” mini-platform on 
January 30.

Once the mini-platform’s 
five wells have been commis-
sioned and are operational, 
KrisEnergy Ltd will pump 
between 7,000 and 7,500 bar-
rels of crude oil from the 
Apsara oil field, according to 
the prime minister.

The oil field is located in the 
northeastern part of the off-
shore Cambodia Block A con-
cession in the Gulf of Thai-
land’s Khmer Basin.

The Kingdom imports at least $60 million worth of fisheries products from Vietnam each year to meet domestic demand. HENG CHIVOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,080 1.2668 6.47 106.90 4.0585 1.3329 30.29 0.7759 1.2013 1.3872
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PWSa enjoys banner 2020
May Kunmakara

S
TOcK-LISTED utility 
Phnom Penh Water Sup-
ply authority (PWSa) 
reported strong growth 

and solid overall business per-
formance last year despite eco-
nomic disruptions caused by 
the covid-19 pandemic.

In a full-year 2020 financial 
report filed to the cambodia 
Securities Exchange (cSX) on 
march 2, PWSa said revenues 
amounted to 324,367,856,000 
riel ($79.68 million), up 
107,871,040,000 riel or 49.83 
per cent from 2019.

Full-year “profit” came in 
at 88,351,845,000 riel, gaining 
55,059,932,000 riel or 165.39 
per cent year-on-year, the state-
owned enterprise said without 
specifying which particular 
profit measure (gross, operat-
ing, net) it was referring to.

In the fourth quarter, PWSa 
netted 86,884,128,000 riel in rev-
enue, climbing 46,434,466,000 
or 114.80 per cent compared 
to the third quarter, and raked 
in 18,785,810,000 riel in profit, 
soaring 24,818,244,000 riel or 
411.41 per cent quarter-on-
quarter.

cSX vice-chairman ha 
Jong-weon told The Post on 
march 2 that 2020 was a red-
letter year for PWSa with 
profits enjoying a significant 
165 per cent year-on-year up-
tick even at a time when the 
world has been “humbled” by 
the pandemic.

he said: “If we look at the fi-

nancial statement and disclo-
sure of PWSa, the increase in 
[the] company’s revenue and 
profit were mainly due to the 
implementation of new tariff[s] 
applied from the beginning of 
2020 and the increase in con-
struction service fee[s].

“We may see that the wa-
ter supply business or utili-
ties sector is somehow less 
impacted by the pandemic 
rather than other business, 
as water is necessary for daily 
life, so that water consump-
tion from the people [not only 
didn’t remain] unchanged but 
[kept] increasing.”

Growth in the company will 
heighten confidence among 
investors and shareholders in 
making decisions in the stock 

market, he asserted.
“I think the shareholders are 

very satisfied with the busi-
ness performance, and new 
investors will be interested 
in putting the money in this 
type of growing business.

“as a stock exchange, we’re 
really delighted to see the 
companies listed on our 
board keep growing and we 
hope the cSX will become 
one of the trusted gateways 
for companies to raise more 
capital and [a source of] in-
vestment diversification for 
investors.

“We are very optimistic to 
see further growth in 2021 
[as] the vaccine is starting to 
[be] rolled out to the public. 
[This will] lessen [the] impact 

of [the] pandemic,” ha said. 
PWSa on February 1 broke 

ground on the $380 million 
Bakheng Water Treatment 
Plant on the northeastern 
outskirts of the capital in re-
sponse to rising demand, of-
fering new investment growth 
potential for the company.

The construction of the 
plant will be carried out in 
two phases. The first is slated 
to be completed by the end of 
next year, with water produc-
tion following soon after at 
195,000 cubic metres per day.

Scheduled to be delivered 
by the end of 2023, the sec-
ond phase will add another 
195,000 cubic metres to the 
facility’s daily capacity for a 
total of 390,000.

PWSA posted 324 billion riel ($79.68 million) in full-year revenue for 2020. pOST STAFF

amINVESTmENT Bank re-
search has cut its earnings 
forecasts for Kuala Lumpur-
listed Econpile holdings Bhd 
on its belief that the malay-
sian government is unlikely to 
roll out new major public in-
frastructure projects over the 
short-term.

It said in a note: “We main-
tain our view that the govern-
ment will have very limited 
room for fiscal manoeuvre in 
2021 given the elevated na-
tional debt, even before the 
pandemic.

“The government’s fiscal 
position has been weighed 
down further by the economic 
impact of the pandemic [in-
cluding reduced tax and pe-
troleum revenues], as well as 
the massive relief spending to 
cushion the economic impact 
of the pandemic.”

It added that there is an 
acute oversupply situation in 
the high-rise residential, re-
tail mall and office segments, 
which translates to weak pros-
pects in property-related job 
wins for piling contactors like 
Econpile.

amInvestment noted that 
Econpile does not expect a 
significant improvement in 
margins over the immediate 
term given the various op-
erational restrictions under 
the new norm and additional 
costs incurred with regards to 
migrant worker welfare.

The research house assumes 
an average earnings-before-

interest-and-taxes margin 
of six per cent in fiscal year 
2021, before recovering to 10 
per cent in fiscal years 2022-
2023 backed by a high-margin 
cambodia job.

Econpile is targeting mainly 
small piling and substructure 
jobs locally and expects to be 
able to meet its new job target 
of 500 million ringgit ($123 
million) in fiscal year 2021.

Year-to-date, the group has 
secured 403 million ringgit in 
new jobs, including a $85.7 
million piling and substruc-
ture work subcontract for 
an integrated entertainment 
complex in Phnom Penh, 
cambodia.

amInvestment reduced its 
net profit forecasts for fiscal 
years 2021-2023 by 42 per cent, 
two per cent and one per cent 
respectively but maintained 
its fair value at 18 sen (4.44 
US cents) per share based on 
eight times revised fully di-
luted fiscal year 2022 forecast 
earnings per share.

“Econpile’s valuations are ex-
cessive at 17-31 times forward 
earnings on muted earnings 
growth prospects,” it said while 
reiterating its “underweight” 
recommendation on the stock.

On the Bursa malaysia, 
Econpile’s share price rose 
one sen or 1.14 per cent to 
close at 0.45 ringgit on march 
2 for a market capitalisation 
of 630.79 million ringgit, with 
3.11 million shares traded. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Earnings forecasts on 
malaysia’s Econpile cut



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  3, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Oil prices, OPEc tensions rise 
a

S mEmbErS of the oil cartel 
OPEc and its allies meet this week 
to discuss adjusting output, ana-
lysts expect old tensions between 

oil producer giants to flare up again.
russia and Saudi arabia, respectively 

the world’s second and third largest pro-
ducers of oil after the US, had often been 
at loggerheads in the past, but when 
crude oil prices plunged due to the pan-
demic, they rallied to radically cut pro-
duction levels and underpin prices.

Now that prices have rebounded to 
pre-pandemic levels, at around $65 a 
barrel, the two heavyweights and their 
partners will discuss how to move for-
ward – and how much crude to release 
back onto the global market.

“The priorities are well known – russia 
wants to return to normal production as 
quickly as possible while Saudi arabia wants 
to benefit from high prices a little longer,” 
bjarne Schieldrop, chief analyst at com-
modities research group Seb, said ahead of 
a ministerial level meeting on march 4 at 
which quotas are expected to be adjusted. 

While global demand for crude is re-

covering, OPEc has ensured that its pro-
duction cuts create an “artificial short-
age” that supports prices, according to 
Stephen Innes, chief global market strat-
egist at broker group axi.

Following two days of tough negotia-
tions at 2021’s first summit in early Janu-
ary, the 23 members of the OPEc and 
OPEc+ groupings agreed to slowly in-
crease oil supply to the world market.

For march, members have already 
agreed to withhold 7.05 million barrels 
per day (bpd), less than the 7.125 million 
bpd they cut last month.

With vaccination campaigns underway 
and demand in china, the world’s largest 
oil importer, back at pre-pandemic levels, 
exactly how much oil OPEc+ will allow to 
be traded for april will be at the heart of 
march 4’s ministerial-level debate.

Though the virus still poses a threat, 
it is likely “that the rise in oil prices will 
lead to a more rapid loosening of cuts”, 
than previously anticipated, analysts at 
capital Economics say.

The quota of cuts expected to be observed 
by each country will be closely scrutinised 

by market watchers – as will any divergence 
between the main producers.

OPEc kingpin Saudi arabia has in re-
cent times been willing to take on extra 
production cuts to facilitate agreement.

riyadh recently decided to reduce out-
put by one million barrels per day, while 
russia and Kazakhstan have slightly in-
creased their crude production.

OPEc+ members have disagreed fre-
quently in the past, with quotas expected 
to once again become a particularly con-
tentious point of discussion this week. 

Iran, Venezuela and Libya have been 
exempt from OPEc’s quotas, while oth-
ers, including Iraq and Nigeria, have 
flouted the OPEc+ agreement, produc-
ing above quota for months.  

OPEc members are also monitoring 
any signs that US President Joe biden 
might lift sanctions on Iran, which would 
allow Tehran to re-enter the global mar-
ket and dramatically increase supply.  

On march 3, a day before the meeting 
sets new quotas, the club’s monthly meet-
ing will assess current market conditions 
and threats in a videoconference. AFP

Vietnam racks up $1.3b trade surplus
VIETNam’S trade balance 
posted positive $1.29 billion in 
the first two months of this 
year, the General Department 
of customs has said.

The country’s trade turnover 
during January-February topped 
some $95.81 billion, a year-on-
year surge of 25.4 per cent. Of the 
total, exports amounted to 
$48.55 billion, a yearly hike of 
23.2 per cent, while imports were 
estimated at $47.26 billion, or 
25.9 per cent higher than the 

same time last year.
Foreign-invested companies 

accounted for 76.4 per cent, or 
$37.07 billion, of Vietnam’s 
total export turnover. mean-
while, the domestic sector 
shipped abroad $11.48 billion 
worth of products.

There were nine commodi-
ties joining the billion-USD 
export club, including tele-
phones and parts ($9.3 billion, 
up 22.8 per cent year-on-year); 
electronics, computers and 

parts ($6.9 billion, up 27.3 per 
cent); equipment, machines 
and parts ($5.5 billion, up 72.6 
per cent); footwear ($3.2 bil-
lion, up 15.4 per cent); and 
wood and wooden products 
($2.4 billion, up 51 per cent). 
They made up 73 per cent of 
the country’s export turnover.

Vietnam also saw strong 
surge in shipments of several 
agricultural products, such as 
fruits and vegetables ($610 
million, rising 14.6 per cent), 
rubber ($516 million, increas-
ing 109.7 per cent), cashew 
nuts ($442 million, up 21.5 per 
cent) and cassava ($256 mil-
lion, up 78.2 per cent).

The US was Vietnam’s big-
gest importer as it splashed 
out $14.2 billion on Vietnam-
ese products, or 38.2 per cent 
higher than the amount it 
spent the same time last year. 
china came second with $8.5 
billion, followed by the EU 
with $6.3 billion, aSEaN $4.2 
billion, South Korea $3.4 bil-
lion and Japan $3.2 billion.

meanwhile, the country spent 

big ($47.26 billion) on imports, 
with the foreign-invested sector 
purchasing $31.64 billion worth 
of products from abroad for pro-
duction, up 31.4 per cent, while 
that of the domestic sector surged 
16 per cent to $15.62 billion.

In the two-month period, 
china was the largest exporter 
of Vietnam, with revenue esti-
mated at $17.3 billion, up 85.7 
per cent year-on-year, followed 
by South Korea with $8.4 bil-
lion, aSEaN $5.6 billion, Japan 
$3.1 billion, the EU $2.3 billion 
and the US $2.1 billion.

In a bid to support local firms 
in promoting production and 
exports, the ministry of Indus-
try and Trade said that it will 
work to capitalise on opportu-
nities from the signed free trade 
agreements to seek measures 
for market development.

additionally, it will keep 
a close watch on the global 
market to identify key export 
products, while paying due 
heed to penning measures for 
market development. VIET NAM 
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Workers process fish for export at Sai Gon Aquatic Products Trading 
JSC in Ho Chi Minh City. VIET NAM NEWS

A corner of the Long An international port. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM 
NEWS

Solar panels are seen in Arao city in Japan’s Kumamoto prefecture in 
October 2018. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

Japan green energy drive set 
to cost people $46b in 2030

Long an international 
port set to be expanded

ThE promotion of renewable 
energy will cost people in 
Japan 4.9 trillion yen ($45.8 
billion) in fiscal 2030 through 
the feed-in tariff system, up 
from 3.1 trillion yen in fiscal 
2019, according to govern-
ment estimates, The Yomiuri 
Shimbun has learned.

Under the feed-in tariff sys-
tem, utilities are required to 
purchase electricity from solar 
and wind power at fixed prices, 
with part of the costs covered 
by a surcharge on households’ 
electricity bills.

as electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources is 
more expensive than electric-
ity from sources such as ther-
mal and nuclear power, the 
burden could rise further with 
the construction of offshore 
wind farms and the expansion 
of power grids.

The ministry of Economy, 
Trade and Industry’s estimates 
were set to be presented at a 
meeting of experts on march 1. 

They will be used as a reference 
in discussions to consider a 
new energy mix when the gov-
ernment revises the Strategic 
Energy Plan this summer.

The ministry estimated the 
total amount of renewable 
energy purchases based on 
three scenarios in which the 
percentage of renewable ener-
gy would increase from 18 per 
cent of the nation’s total pow-
er generation in fiscal 2019 to 
22 per cent, 24 per cent or 25 
per cent in fiscal 2030.

If all facilities, including 
planned large-scale solar 
power plants, are in opera-
tion, renewable energy will 
account for 25 per cent. In 
this scenario, the burden on 
the public is estimated to total 
4.9 trillion yen, a 60 per cent 
increase from fiscal 2019. In 
the other two scenarios, the 
total burden is projected to be 
3.9 trillion yen and 4.4 trillion 
yen. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIETNam’S Dong Tam Group 
(DTG) has announced it is 
completing the remaining legal 
procedures to expand the Long 
an international port, enabling 
its berths No 8 and No9 to 
receive 100,000 deadweight-
tonnage (DWT) ships.

The project is scheduled to 
be completed in 2023, lifting 
the total length of the wharf 
system to 2,368m, enabling the 
handling of more than 80 mil-
lion tonnes of goods per year.

DTG also has a plan to build 
a terminal serving ships trans-
porting gas, oil and other liq-
uids, turning Long an interna-
tional port into a multi-purpose 
seaport.

Long an international port 
covers an area of 147ha, includ-
ing seven wharves with a total 
length of 1,670m, which are 
capable of receiving 30,000-
70,000 DWT ships, and four 
barge berths able to accommo-
date barges of 2,000 tonnes. It 
boasts experience in handling 
super-sized and super-weight 
items which require complex 

cargo handling.
Last year, the port signed 

strategic cooperation agree-
ments with partners in the 
mekong Delta region, helping 
businesses reduce costs, 
improve competitiveness and 
maximise operational efficien-
cy.

Previously, on January 22, a 
strategic cooperation agree-
ment was signed between rep-
resentatives of the port and 
those from units specialising in 
developing major wind power 
projects in Vietnam.

Long an province is situated 
in an advantageous location in 
the Southern Key Economic 
region, serving as a bridge 
between ho chi minh city and 
the mekong Delta’s 12 prov-
inces and one city, as well as 
cambodia.

It borders Prey Veng prov-
ince’s Kampong Trabek dis-
trict and Svay rieng province’s 
Svay chrum, Kampong ro and 
chantrea districts and bavet 
town in the Kingdom. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Cold weather in the US and Covid-19 vaccine programmes have helped oil prices recover to around $65 a barrel. AFP
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Immigration, covid headline talks 
between mexico’s amLO, US’ Biden
m

exIcan President 
andres manuel 
Lopez Obrador 
on march 1 met 

his US counterpart Joe Biden 
at a virtual summit to discuss 
immigration, covid-19 and 
commercial issues.

Biden opened talks by re-
minding Lopez Obrador, 
known as “amLO”,  of his four 
visits to mexico as vice-pres-
ident of the country’s north-
ern neighbour.

Biden told amLO that mexi-
co’s success was crucial to the 
hemisphere and stressed that 
he would view the country as 
an equal.

“The United States and mex-
ico are stronger when we stand 
together,” Biden said at the be-
ginning of their teleconference.

But “we haven’t been perfect 
neighbours to each other”, he 
admitted.

During the Obama-Biden 
administration, he contin-
ued, “we looked at mexico as 
an equal. You are equal”.

“What you do in mexico 
and how you succeed” affects 
the rest of the hemisphere, 
Biden said.

It was Biden’s second bilat-
eral meeting with a foreign 
leader since becoming presi-
dent on January 20. The first 
was with canadian prime 
minister Justin Trudeau.

The talks came after four 
years of tumultuous mexico-
US relations under former 
US president Donald Trump, 
who shut down the southern 
international border to migra-
tion, tore up the naFTa trade 
agreement between mexico, 
canada and the US, and la-
belled mexican immigrants 

drug traffickers and “rapists”.
Still, the flow of migrants and 

trade – legal and illegal – across 
the mexican-US border was to 
be the focus of the summit.

Joining the call, were top dip-
lomatic, security and immigra-
tion officials from both sides.

‘A joint approach’
The meeting came amid re-

ports of a new surge of undoc-
umented migrants attempting 
to enter the US from mexico 
and its southern neighbours, 

as Biden eases Trump’s tough 
anti-immigration regime.

The summit also was to ad-
dress joint development ef-
forts in impoverished southern 
mexico and central america, 
the source of most of the mi-
grants; covid-19 recovery and 
economic cooperation.

Speaking in the north-
central state of Zacatecas on 
February 27, amLO said he 
would also emphasise how 
important migrant labour is 
to the US economy. 

The two countries share a 
porous, nearly 3,200km bor-
der, with hundreds of billions 
of dollars’ worth of commerce 
annually and large numbers 
of daily legal crossings by in-
dividuals.

But it also sees a huge level 
of illegal migrant crossing, 
hundreds of thousands of 
asylum seekers trying to en-
ter the US and large amounts 
of illicit drug trafficking from 
south to north.

andrew rudman, a mexico 

specialist at the Wilson cen-
ter think tank in Washing-
ton, said ahead of the meet-
ing: “Security cooperation 
remains essential if we wish 
to address drug abuse, cor-
ruption and organised crime 
which impact both nations.

“migration, which is also im-
pacted by organised crime, also 
demands a joint approach.”

One issue expected to be 
discussed was mexico’s need 
for more coronavirus vac-
cines. AFP

Iran and Israel: From allies to deadly enemies
ISraeL considers Iran an 
“existential threat” but the two 
countries were once long-time 
allies under the shah.

With Prime minister Benja-
min netanyahu accusing Teh-
ran of an attack on an Israeli-
owned ship in the Gulf of 
Oman, here is a recap of their 

volatile relations over the past 
half century.

Special relationship
Since its creation in 1948, 

Israel has close ties with Iran, 
which becomes the second 
muslim country to recognise 
the Jewish state after Turkey.

They become allies under the 
shah, mohammad reza Pahla-
vi. at the time, Iran is home to 
the biggest Jewish community 
in the middle east.

The new state imports 40 
percent of its oil from Iran in 
exchange for weapons, tech-
nology and agricultural pro-
duce.

Israel’s mossad also helps 
train the shah’s feared Savak 
secret police.

Islamic revolution
The 1979 revolution in Iran 

topples the shah, dramatically 
ending the friendship between 
the states. Israel does not rec-
ognise the new Islamic repub-
lic.

The ayatollahs consider 
Israel illegal occupiers of Jeru-
salem and responsible for the 
“genocide” of Palestinians. 
Informal commercial links 
remain in place, however.

Islamic Jihad becomes the 
first Islamist Palestinian 

organisation to take up arms 
against Israel in 1980, with Iran 
as its main backer.

nonetheless, Israel sends 
Tehran around 1,500 missiles 
to help it fight Saddam hus-
sein during the Iran-Iraq war 
that rages from 1980 to 1988.

Hezbollah created
Israel invades the Lebanese 

capital Beirut to counter Pal-
estinian groups based there in 
1982.

Iran’s elite Islamic revolu-
tionary Guard corps subse-
quently back the creation of 
militant group hezbollah, 
which wages a campaign 
against Israeli forces from the 
Shiite strongholds of southern 
Lebanon.

Israel blames hezbollah for 
attacks abroad, including in 
argentina, where the 1992 
bombing of the Israeli embas-
sy kills 29 people and a 1994 
attack on a Jewish community 
centre leaves 85 dead.

‘Wiped off the map’
Iran says it has successfully 

tested Shahab-3 missiles capa-
ble of reaching the Jewish state 
in 1998, alarming Israel, which 
fears its enemy is developing 
a nuclear capacity.

Iran’s new hardline president 
mahmoud ahmadinejad says 
in 2005 that Israel is doomed 
to be “wiped off the map” and 
that the holocaust was a 
“myth”.

The sentiments echo those 
of Iran’s supreme leader aya-
tollah ali Khamenei, who 
refers to Israel as a “cancerous 
tumour” to be cut from the 
middle east.

When Iran resumes uranium 
enrichment at Isfahan the same 
year, Israel calls on the Interna-
tional atomic energy agency 
(Iaea) and the Un to prevent 
it acquiring nuclear weapons.

When the Iran nuclear deal 
is brokered by world powers in 
2015, netanyahu slams it as an 
“historic mistake”. AFP

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador discusses immigration, Covid-19 and commercial issues with his US counterpart Joe Biden via 
video link on Monday. MEXICAN PRESIDENTIAL PRESS OFFICE

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accused arch-foe Iran on 
Monday of a recent attack on an Israeli-owned ship, noting that his 
country was ‘striking back’ the morning after a raid on Syria. POOL/AFP

Libya nabs 
‘suspect’ in 
murder of 
30 migrants
One of the “main suspects” in 
the murder in Libya of 30 most-
ly Bangladeshi migrants last 
year was arrested on march 1, 
authorities in Tripoli said.

In may last year, the family of 
a human trafficker killed by 
migrants for unknown reasons 
allegedly avenged his death by 
killing 26 Bangladeshis and four 
migrants of african origin.

The massacre took place in 
may in the city of mezdah, 
more than 150km south of 
Libya’s capital. eleven other 
migrants were wounded.

One of the alleged killers, 23, 
was arrested on march 1 in 
Gharyan, around 100km 
southwest of the capital, the 
unity government’s interior 
ministry said in a statement.

Wanted by the authorities, 
“he confessed his crime” under 
questioning, the ministry said, 
without revealing his identity.

minister of Interior Fathi 
Bashagha said: “Just after the 
tragic attack of may 2020, I 
ordered the local authorities 
in mezdah to issue arrest war-
rants against those responsible 
for the murders.

“The arrest of the main sus-
pect is a major victory,” he said, 
calling it “proof” that such 
crimes could not be committed 
with impunity in Libya.

The affair had caused outrage 
in Bangladesh, which demand-
ed Libyan authorities investi-
gate the murders, bring the 
perpetrators to account and 
compensate relatives.

a Bangladeshi accused of 
heading a trafficking ring with 
“links to international traffick-
ers implicated in this incident” 
was arrested in the asian 
nation’s capital Dhaka in June 
last year. 

The episode highlighted the 
trafficking of young people 
from Bangladesh, via Libya and 
onwards on death-defying boat 
journeys towards europe.

Tens of thousands of Bangla-
deshis have attempted to cross 
the mediterranean in recent 
years, giving Libyan smugglers 
a large market for extortion.

Years of chaos following the 
2011 ouster and killing of dicta-
tor moamer Kadhafi have made 
Libya a key launchpad for 
migrants from asia, east africa 
and the Sahel seeking to reach 
europe.

Several thousand are strand-
ed in deplorable conditions in 
Libya.

Tripoli’s Government of 
national accord has for years 
vied of control of Libya with a 
rival administration in the east.

a multitude of armed groups 
and foreign forces exercise con-
siderable clout on the ground.

Both are in the process of 
being replaced by a new inter-
im government selected in a 
Un-backed process and man-
dated to lead the country to 
elections in December. AFP



ASEAN
10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  3, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

myanmar’s junta slaps ousted Suu Kyi 
with two additional criminal charges
O

uSted myanmar 
civilian leader 
aung San Suu Kyi 
was hit with two 

new criminal charges in a 
court appearance via video 
link on march 1, one month 
after a military coup triggered 
relentless mass protests.

Suu Kyi has not been seen 
in public since being detained 
on February 1, and her court 
appearance came as demon-
strators marched across the 
country defying an escalation 
of deadly force by the junta.

at least 18 people were killed 
on February 28 as troops and 
police fired at demonstrators 
in cities across myanmar, ac-
cording to the uN, which cited 
its own “credible information”.

State broadcaster myanmar 
radio and television (mrtV) 
late on march 1 said more than 
1,300 people were arrested 
and eleven killed on February 
28, adding that security forces 
have been directed not to use 
live rounds against protesters.

Suu Kyi, 75, was already fac-
ing obscure criminal charges 
for possessing unlicensed 
walkie-talkies, as well as vio-
lating coronavirus restrictions 
by staging a campaign event 
during last year’s election.

She is now also accused of 
breaching communications 
laws as well as intent to in-
cite public unrest, her lawyer 
Khin maung Zaw said.

“We cannot say for sure how 
many more cases daw aung 
San Suu Kyi will face in this 
period,” he told reporters in 
Naypyidaw, using a Burmese 
honorific reserved for women.

Suu Kyi has reportedly been 

kept under house arrest in the 
capital of Naypyidaw, an iso-
lated city purpose-built under 
myanmar’s previous junta.

the military has justified 
its takeover, which ended a 
decade-long democratic ex-
periment, with unfounded al-
legations of widespread fraud 
in last November’s national 
elections, which Suu Kyi’s Na-
tional League for democracy 
won in a landslide.

a committee of deposed 
lawmakers from her party on 
march 1 said that due to the 
“atrocities and acts of terrorism 
of the military the streets and 
communities across myanmar 
have become battlefields”.

hundreds of thousands of 
people have marched over 

the past month opposing the 
coup.

the military has steadily es-
calated the force used in try-
ing to contain the uprising, 
beginning with tear gas and 
water cannons. Weekend vio-
lence saw a major escalation 
as security forces fired rubber 
bullets and live rounds.

Protesters however remain 
defiant.

“I’m here as a frontliner 
because I don’t want my son 
to grow up in this evil era,” a 
student called eric said, add-
ing that he had a 10-month-
old baby.

aFP independently con-
firmed 11 deaths in February 
28’s violence, although there 
were fears the toll was much 

higher. there were no reports 
of deaths on march 1.

the assistance association 
for Political Prisoners moni-
toring group estimates that se-
curity forces have killed about 
30 people since February 1.

On march 1 demonstrators 
in Yangon used bamboo poles, 
sofas and tree branches to 
erect street barricades, while 
police responded with stun 
grenades and tear gas.

In one clash broadcast live 
on Facebook and verified by 
aFP, unarmed protesters fled 
after a volley of shots were 
fired.

It was unclear if the security 
forces had fired live rounds or 
rubber bullets.

Several journalists docu-

menting assaults by secu-
rity forces have also been 
detained in recent days, in-
cluding an associated Press 
photographer in Yangon.

two reporters from chi-
na’s state-run Xinhua News 
agency were “hit with rubber 
bullets while they were cover-
ing protest near myaynigone 
junction this morning”, a jour-
nalist friend of theirs said.

Foreign pressure continued 
to rise, as Germany and Italy 
summoned myanmar’s envoys 
in their capitals to demand an 
end to the violent repression.

“Such deadly violence 
against peaceful demonstra-
tors cannot be justified,” said 
chancellor angela merkel’s 
spokesman Steffen Seibert, 
voicing “consternation” over 
the crackdown.

the uS has been one of the 
junta’s most outspoken critics.

“We condemn the Burmese 
security forces’ abhorrent 
violence against the people of 
Burma & will continue to pro-
mote accountability for those 
responsible,” Secretary of 
State antony Blinken tweet-
ed on February 28, using the 
country’s old name.

Southeast asian foreign 
ministers were set to discuss 
the myanmar crisis at infor-
mal online talks hosted by 
Brunei on march 2.

“We hope all sides in myan-
mar will exercise utmost re-
straint and engage in dialogue 
in order to achieve peaceful 
resolution of the situation and 
the return to normalcy for the 
interests of the myanmar peo-
ple,” the thai foreign ministry 
said in a statement. AFP

Vietnam’s Gia Lai rapidly expands forest cover
the Vietnamese tay Nguyen (central 
highlands) province of Gia Lai has 
been growing new forests and protect-
ing existing ones in recent years to 
expand forest cover and improve peo-
ple’s livelihoods.

Gia Lai province borders andong 
meas and O’Yadav districts in cambo-
dia’s ratanakkiri province.

the province, which has the largest 
forest cover in the tay Nguyen region, 
planted nearly 25,300ha in 2017-2020, 
6.3 times its target.

In mang Yang district’s hra com-
mune, the hra Protective Forest man-
agement board allocated more than 
6,300ha of forests last year to individu-
als, households and communities to 
exploit while also protecting them.

Nguyen Van chin, head of the board, 
said besides planting and protecting for-
ests, the board focuses on advocacy 
activities to enhance awareness of house-
holds and communities living near for-
ests of the need to protect them.

together with local authorities it 
organises advocacy activities to annu-
ally reach around 1,500 people in the 
commune’s 12 villages.

With these and support for illegal 
loggers to overcome their family’s 
financial difficulties, it has managed to 
stop the logging and make loggers for-
est guardians.

duong Xuan Kiem used to be an ille-
gal logger but is now the head of a for-
est protection group in the com-
mune.

he and others used to cut down for-
ests to sell wood to feed their families, 
but after receiving help from the board 
to stabilise their lives, they have 
become forest protectors, he said.

his group protects 400ha of natural 
forests.

Last year the province department 
of agriculture and rural development 
gave him an award as an exemplary 
forest protector.

Seeing the good examples set by the 
former illegal loggers, other residents 
in the commune have also stopped 
cutting trees and are instead keen to 
be allotted tracts of forest for protec-
tion.

the money authorities pay them for 
this task helps them have a stable life.

Krong chro district is one of the 
localities to do well in growing and pro-
tecting forests through advocacy.

Nguyen Lam, deputy head of its for-
est protection bureau, said the district 
organises meetings in villages to 
encourage people to grow trees on 
deforested lands.

“the new forests are growing well, 
creating jobs and improving people’s 
incomes.”

there were nearly 200 households in 
the district registering to grow nearly 
400ha of new forests last year, accord-
ing to the bureau. 

around 700 households in the dis-
trict, mostly ethnic minorities, regis-
tered to plant trees on nearly 2,250ha 
in 2017-2019, comfortably higher than 

the target the province People’s com-
mittee set the district.

the province’s Forest Protection Sub-
department has petitioned the govern-
ment to increase the fee paid to ethnic 
households for forest protection.

Gia Lai wants to increase its forest 

cover rate to 47.5 per cent by 2025.
It has 633,325ha of forests now, 

including 543,131ha of natural forests, 
according to the department.

But another 146,636ha of former for-
est lands are denuded of trees. VIET NAM 
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Protesters take part in a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Monday. AFP

covid-19 
insurance 
needed to 
enter Laos
LaOS’ National taskforce com-
mittee for covid-19 Prevention 
and control is requiring all for-
eign citizens entering the country 
to purchase covid-19 insurance 
through the ministry of health.

covid-19 insurance is now 
mandatory in addition to oth-
er travel documents and 
requests for permission to 
enter the country, which must 
be submitted to the ministry.

a senior ministry official told 
Vientiane Times that non-Lao 
citizens wishing to enter Laos 
must contact their embassy 
concerning covid-19 insur-
ance, which will cover the cost 
of any medication prescribed 
in the event that the policy-
holder contracts the virus.

the most comprehensive poli-
cies will also insure policyholders 
against any losses incurred as a 
result of illness due to the virus.

the special cover is now 
required because ordinary health 
and travel insurance policies 
do not provide cover against 
pandemics, including any inci-
dents relating to covid-19.

Given the cost of hospital 
treatment and the possible need 
for repatriation, especially when 
considering quarantine require-
ments, the government is con-
cerned that it could be respon-
sible for unpaid hospital bills if 
foreigners contract the virus and 
are unable to pay for treatment.

unlike mandatory health 
insurance for retirees, covid-19 
insurance may be issued by an 
international insurance provider 
or a Laos-based insurance firm.

It is possible to obtain 
inbound travel insurance that 
covers covid-19. a covid-19 
insurance policy typically cov-
ers the cost of self-isolation, 
quarantine, testing and treat-
ment, and repatriation of a vic-
tim’s body in the event of death 
from the virus while in Laos.

It should also cover any addi-
tional, unforeseen out-of-
pocket expenses that arise as a 
result of infection with the 
virus. this could include lost 
travel bookings, flights or other 
expenses resulting from travel 
disruption or curtailment.

meanwhile, everyone is 
required to abide by government 
guidelines to ensure effective 
control of the coronavirus and 
prevent its spread. members of 
the public must continue to com-
ply with Prime minister’s Orders 
and the guidelines issued by 
the National taskforce commit-
tee for covid-19 Prevention and 
control, even though there are 
positive signs that Laos has suc-
ceeded in containing the virus.

everyone entering Laos has 
their temperature checked, 
although no one has showed 
signs of fever to date. Laos’ 35 
quarantine centres currently 
house 3,216 people.

uniform standards of self-
monitoring and quarantine are 
required for the staff of inter-
national organisations, busi-
ness executives, and general 
workers after entering Laos.

a 14-day period of self-moni-
toring is required for everyone 
entering the country even if they 
have no symptoms of covid-19. 
VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Forest rangers inspect regrown forests in Krong Chro district of Vietnam’s Gia Lai province. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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T
hE year 2022 is just 
around the corner 
and cambodia will 
soon undertake the 

role of aSEaN chairmanship 
for the third time. This would 
be a moment of pride and 
also pressure. 

aSEaN has always been an 
integral part of cambodia’s 
foreign policy. Despite being a 
latecomer, cambodia has 
proven to be an active and 
constructive supporter of the 
aSEaN community-building. 
The country’s boldness in 
assuming her first aSEaN 
chairmanship in 2002 after 
merely three years of her par-
ticipation in this regional 
grouping demonstrated a 
strong political will and unwa-
vering commitment of cam-
bodia’s top leadership towards 
regional integration and mul-
tilateralism. Such commit-
ment remains unchanged but 
ever more resolute.

We are proud to be an active 
actor in the aSEaN communi-
ty that is very relevant in the 
global community of nations. 
Despite criticism of being a 
“talk-shop”, countries outside 
the region often look for 
aSEaN for platform to address 
concerns in the region, for 
investment destinations, for 
trade partners, and for all oth-
er benefits that functional 
multilateralism can offer.

as a matter of fact, despite 
challenges caused by the cov-
id-19 pandemic, aSEaN is 
probably one of the most 
active regional bodies that are 
making efforts to provide 
innovative and regionally 
coordinated solutions to 
these unprecedented chal-
lenges. The establishment of 
the covid-19 aSEaN 
response Fund, the aSEaN 
comprehensive recovery 
Framework (acrF), the 
aSEaN Travel corridor 
arrangement (Tca) Frame-
work, and the proposed 
establishment of the aSEaN 
centre for Public health 
Emergencies and Emerging 
Diseases (acPhEED) and the 
development of the aSEaN 
Public health Emergency 
coordination System 

(aPhEcS) are key evidence of 
pro-active policy coordina-
tion works across the region 
that is probably unseen in 
other regions of the world. 

as an aSEaN citizen, we 
should be proud of that 
instead of sinking into the 
talk-shop narrative of aSEaN.

So then, what is next for 
cambodia’s chairmanship in 
2022?

First and foremost, it is 
important that we need to 
identify key mega trends 
affecting the region. covid-19 
will be here to stay, and 
countries around the world 
will continue to struggle on 
how to rebuild economies 
and businesses that are 
almost at the brink of col-
lapse. Operation wise, the 
prospect of having physical 
aSEaN meetings is still 
gloomy even if cambodia 
strongly desires for physical 
meetings in 2022.

Great power rivalries will 
persist, and the emerging 
bifurcation of politics, trade, 
economy, cyberspace, and 
technology is a growing mat-
ter of concern.

Within the region, traditional 
security concerns, namely the 
possible emergence of civil 
strife, complex land and mari-
time border issues, will contin-
ue. Non-traditional security 
issues such as natural disasters, 

cyber-crimes, cross-border 
crimes, trafficking in persons, 
internally displaced persons 
and climate change will inten-
sify the magnitude of challeng-
es that aSEaN has to deal with.

Of course, cambodia is not 
too naive to rule out that we 
would succeed or fail in mak-
ing a historical turn for any 
mega trends when our chair-
manship ends. This is where 
pragmatism and idealism 
clash. cambodia will pursue 
idealism in a pragmatic man-
ner, but we also hold that ideal-
ism should not be the end to 
itself. We also hold that cam-
bodia’s chairmanship is not a 
standalone chairmanship to be 
judged by oversimplification of 
specific success or failure. 
cambodia’s chairmanship is 
obviously a continuation of 
various chairmanships, and 
any achievement or progress is 
credited to all the 10 members.

This is where the aSEaN 
Way comes into play in the 
maintenance of aSEaN cen-
trality and relevance within 
the challenging and dividing 
mega trends. The fact that 
aSEaN has continued to be 
cohesive in one piece is 
because we maintain the 
modus operandi of aSEaN 
Way that cherishes unity in 
diversities, consensus build-
ing, and dialogues and con-
sultation in a discreet manner 

that is respectful to sovereign-
ty and the principle of non-
interference when addressing 
difficult issues. This is 
because aSEaN promotes 
unity for peace, cooperation, 
and development but not 
unity for confrontation.

Looking at these mega 
trends, it is one of the most 
important priorities for cam-
bodia in 2022 that we shall 
continue to maintain and 
manage the situation/envi-
ronment that is conducive for 
peace and stability to sustain, 
and prosperity to be 
enhanced. Like every other 
aSEaN chair, we always strive 
to find issues that bind us 
together, instead of those that 
are dividing us. Not that we 
are shying away from prob-
lems, but simply because 
aSEaN is trying to be practi-
cal in terms of how we should 
find ways to move forward. 
For instance, on superpower 
rivalry, practically there is not 
much that aSEaN can do. If 
both superpowers can find or 
help find agenda that can 
enhance their cooperation 
instead of accusations and 
demonisation, it would be a 
lot helpful for every aSEaN 
chair, or maybe it is a merely 
wishful thinking.

The other most important 
thing to do is to try to pro-
mote the “tangibility” of 

benefits for the people. 
This is the effort to address 

the most basic yet difficult 
question from aSEaN citizens: 
“What are the benefits for hav-
ing aSEaN community?”

In identifying priorities for 
the chairmanship 2022, we 
try to focus on how we could 
deliver tangible benefits for 
aSEaN citizens – something 
that are touchable and feel-
able so that we can provide 
aSEaN citizens a strong sense 
of pride and hope for the 
future, and confidence for the 
wellbeing of generations to 
come with no one left behind.

along this line, we are trying 
to look at how we can 
enhance that “tangibility” for 
the people through our 
actions on covid-19, the 
regional comprehensive 
Economic Partnership agree-
ment, various free trade 
agreements, intra-regional 
trade, digital economy, as well 
as the enhancement of 
migrant worker protection 
and disaster management 
capabilities, climate change, 
railway connectivity, industri-
al connectivity, among others.

These are on top of the 
existing tangible benefits the 
likes of visa-free travelling, 
aSEaN highway connectivity, 
opportunities for youth 
exchanges and scholarships, 
infrastructure development, 
foreign direct investment, 
technical assistance and 
development cooperation 
from partners, etc.

We also try to ensure a 
proper balancing among and 
between the three Pillars, 
namely the aSEaN Political-
Security community, aSEaN 
Economic community and 
aSEaN Socio-cultural com-
munity. Domestically, it is to 
ensure that we have everyone 
on board, taking the “whole-
of-cambodia” approach 
towards the undertaking of 
this historical chairmanship 
role. regionally, it is to 
ensure that all benefits from 
the community building 
efforts are being shared to all 
levels and sectors, and espe-
cially to the very aSEaN peo-
ples that this regional group-
ing is mandated to serve.

The writer is strategic adviser at 
the Asian Vision Institute (AVI)

Cambodia’s preparation for the 
ASEAN chairmanship in 2022

Prime Minister Hun Sen speaks during the 30th ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting at Peace Palace In 
September 2012. post staff

Opinion
Sim Vireak
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Scottish distillery eyes spirit lifting history
I

t haS survived world 
wars, Prohibition and 
the Great Depression, 
but this may very well be 

the toughest time yet for Scot-
land’s oldest whisky maker.

the Glenturret Distillery, 
located on the banks of the 
river turret 3.2km northwest 
of the town of crieff, was es-
tablished in 1763 and is a 
popular stop for whisky en-
thusiasts.

apart from the rushing river 
and a distiller rolling oak bar-
rels into a filling house, the 
Glenturret, which closed to 
visitors during the covid-19 
lockdown, is eerily quiet.

travel restrictions that 
came with the pandemic 
have caused sales to fall at the 
distillery, in pubs and restau-
rants, and at airport duty-free 
shops.

But it is a 25 per cent tariff 
on Scotch imposed by the 
United States in October 2019 
and now a slow-down in ex-
ports to Europe after the end 
of the Brexit transition that is 
hitting profits the hardest.

“It has been a really tough 
period for us with covid, US 
tariffs and Brexit as well,” the 
distillery’s managing director, 
John Laurie, told aFP.

“covid in particular affects 
our tourism. then the export 
markets have been impacted 
by Brexit and Scottish whisky 
tariffs in america have been 
really troublesome.”

Laurie said the increased 
paperwork and export re-

quirements after Britain’s de-
parture from the European 
single market on December 
31 had delayed shipments to 
the bloc.

the distillery warns cus-
tomers on its website that 
shipments to the EU have 
been put on hold while it tries 
to get deliveries going again.

“We have great demand 
over in Europe and we have 
the will to try and supply 
them, so where there is a will 
there’s a way – and we will 
find a way through this tough 
period,” said Laurie.

On the rocks 
the troubles faced by the 

Glenturret are shared across 
the whisky industry.

according to the Scotch 
Whisky association (SWa) in 
February, global exports of 
Scotch fell by more than £1.1 
billion ($1.5 billion) to £3.8 
billion in 2020.

Exports to the EU fell by 
more than 15 per cent to £1.25 
billion in 2020, it added.

the impact on sales after 
the post-Brexit transition are 
yet to be measured but are 
also expected to take a heavy 
knock.

tariffs on exports to the 
United States – the industry’s 
most valuable market – were 
imposed after a dispute be-
tween the EU, UK and US 
governments over subsidies 
granted to aerospace compa-
nies airbus and Boeing.

Before the levy, the US market 

for Scotch was valued at £1.06 
billion. By 2020 it had fallen by 
32 per cent to £729 million.

SWa cEO Karen Betts said 
the figures were “a grim re-
minder” of the challenges 
faced by distillers in Scotland, 
where some 10,000 people 
are directly employed by the 
industry.

“In effect, the industry lost 
10 years of growth in 2020 and 
it’s going to take some time 
to build back to a position of 
strength,” she said after the 
release of the figures earlier 
in February.

Old and resilient
Betts said Scotch whisky was 

losing considerable ground in 
the United States due to the 
tariffs that could have been 
avoided had the UK, EU and 
US governments and the Eu-
ropean and american aero-
space industries been “less 
intransigent”.

“that governments and 
companies have allowed their 

dispute to continue while the 
livelihoods of real people, and 
the future of one of Scotland’s 
oldest industries, are put at 
stake reflects badly on them,” 
she said.

the SWa has pleaded with 
the governments involved to 
immediately suspend the tar-
iffs and end a trade war that it 
“has nothing to do with”.

the distillery, Laurie said, 
would draw on its history to 
make it through one of its 
most challenging periods.

“We’ve been through the 
prohibition era in america, 
we’ve been through wars, 
we’ve been through many dif-
ferent situations in our global 
economy and we still survived 
and came through,” he said.

“We are an incredibly old 
and resilient industry and 
fortunately we have a prod-
uct that people enjoy around 
the world, so although times 
have been incredibly difficult, 
we just know we’re going to 
get through it.” afp

Finland’s ice surfers slice frozen seas at sizzling speeds 
What to do if you are a windsurfing 
enthusiast in a country where the sea 
freezes over for months of the year?

For a group of Finns, the answer is 

to kit out sailboards with skates and 
take to the ice, reaching speeds of up 
to 100km/h in a burgeoning sport 
that can only be practised in a hand-

ful of places around the world.
“I call them happiness machines,” 

Feodor Gurvits says, pointing to his 
self-made board which sits on three 
blades and has a windsurfing sail 
attached.

“they really make people smile, 
and it’s such a joy, pure movement.” 

Good grip required
Gurvits and around half a dozen 

fellow ice-surfers are soon cris-cross-
ing the expanse of Baltic Sea ice off 
helsinki’s hernesaari coastline, kit-
ted out in crash helmets and body 
padding in case the blades slide out 
during a tight turn. 

“It will hurt your hands and you 
have to have a good grip on the boom, 
but otherwise it’s quite easy on the 
ice compared to summertime,” Esa 
harjula says.

harjula regularly teaches the 
sport to groups of beginners, and 
says there has been increased 
demand in recent weeks.

“It’s so great to see people learn-
ing, how they can get it in a few 
minutes.”  

at 30cm thick, the ice is currently 
strong enough to drive a “small 
truck” on, Gurvits says – although 
the warm sunshine and tempera-
tures of plus 5 degrees celsius mean 
that it is starting to melt along the 
shallower shoreline.  

Enjoy the feel
Ice surfer mete ciragan clocked up 

today’s speed record of 71.6 kph in 
light winds of 8m per second. 

“It feels great and you forget to 
breathe sometimes,” he says. “But 
you need to concentrate on the sur-
face so you don’t hit a bump and 
fall.” 

“With a lighter wind you can go 
much faster than on the water, 
because there’s so much less resist-
ance,” adds marianne rautelin, a 
former European windsurfing cham-
pion who also started surfing on ice 

in 2009 and has since notched up 
winter championship wins. 

rautelin, who regularly surfs with 
her husband Ian and the pair’s adult 
daughter riina, says she cannot 
choose a favourite between water or 
ice.

“the attraction in summer is that 
the waves make it more challenging, 
but in winter you can just start racing 
straight away,” she says. 

Gurvits estimates around 1,000 
people currently practise ice wind-
surfing, of whom about 20 perform 
at the top level, mainly spread 
across the Nordics, Baltics and 
Poland, as well as the US, canada 
and russia.  

In 2017, he fulfilled his dream of 
winning the World Ice Sailing cham-
pionship but says he’s not packing his 
board away yet. 

“my ambition is to keep sailing, 
enjoy the feel, try to build better gear 
and be competitive, and try to keep 
other people happy as well.” afp

John Laurie, managing director of the Glenturret Distillery. afp An employee fills a whisky barrel in the Filling Store at the Glenturret Distillery. afp

The Glenturret Distillery in Crieff, central Scotland, has survived world wars, Prohibition and the Great Depression, but recent times may very well 
be the toughest yet for Scotland’s oldest whisky maker. afp

Ice surfers are skating across the frozen Baltic Sea off the coast of Helsinki. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Overly severe
  6 Palindromic title for a lady
 11 Postal service abbr.
 14 Hawaiian “hello”
 15 NBA site
 16 Broad st.
 17 Indoor gardener’s necessity
 19 Bolt holder
 20 Marco the explorer
 21 Plant fiber
 23 Robbery by a gang
 27 More awkward to carry
 29 Flowering shrub seen at the  

Masters
 30 Communicate by computer
 31 Orange covers
 32 Rich soils
 34 Bird on the Australian coat of 

arms
 37 Concludes
 38 Gung-ho, as an attitude
 39 Hot room, colloquially
 40 Rocker Shannon
 41 Compliments, as to the chef
 42 Short fishing line
 43 Exclusive group
 45 Judicial decision

 46 Monastery residents
 48 Folk medicine plant
 49 Be a mountaineer
 50 “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 

novelist
 51 Sale-rack dangler
 52 Outstanding U.S. athlete
 59 Cigarette residue
 60 Horse command
 61 Like very much
 62 Serve without consequence
 63 Despondently
 64 Cut, as lumber
DOWN
  1 It’s not right to say on a farm?
  2 “Carte” or “mode” word
  3 Sit in a dump
  4 Feminine pronoun
  5 Mythical avian monsters
  6 Macholike
  7 Golden Fleece seeker’s-vessel
  8 Mistletoe mo.
  9 Santa ___, California
 10 Some envelopes
 11 Structural supports
 12 Embryo-sac encloser
 13 Impede
 18 Smidgen

 22 Enjoy Snowmass
 23 Threw down the gauntlet
 24 Mag attachment?
 25 Romantic illumination
 26 Bygone GM line
 27 Perspiration units
 28 Uzi filler
 32 Puts aboard
 33 Lennon’s wife
 35 Hand-to-hand fighting
 36 Still listed under rentals
 38 Like a litter of puppies
 39 Not anymore
 41 Soldiers’ knapsacks
 42 Married women, in Madrid
 44 Flee hastily
 45 Old Genoese bigwig
 46 Base eight
 47 Indifferent
 48 Uneven, as a road
 50 Pile of loot
 53 Green patch
 54 Took a horse to water?
 55 Rhoda’s TV mom
 56 Ranch sight
 57 “How ___ you?”
 58 Beatty of “Deliverance”

“WITH ALL ONE’S MIGHT” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

The simple ‘seedballs’ 
giving Kenya’s depleted 
forests a helping hand
a

T FIrST glance, the 
round black pel-
lets could easily be 
mistaken for animal 

dung. But these hardy little 
balls contain acacia seeds 
that are helping regrow Ke-
nya’s depleted forests.

In a tranche of razed for-
est bordering the masai 
mara wildlife reserve, a team 
of rangers scatter gener-
ous handfuls of “seedballs” 
around the bald clearing to 
give nature a fighting chance 
to regenerate.

It takes just minutes for the 
eight rangers from the mara 
Elephant Project, a conserva-
tion group, to toss some 22,000 
seedballs across this ravaged 
corner of the Nyakweri forest.

“It is very simple,” said 
Jackson maitai, whose rang-
ers discovered that loggers 
had illegally cleared this land 
during their routine patrols to 
protect elephants in the area.

“The seedballs are not ac-
tually heavy. We just throw 
them away everywhere we 
see there is deforestation, so 
it is not a big deal.”

humble though they may be, 
seedballs are tackling a centu-
ry-old problem in Kenya.

Trees were felled en masse 
by colonial administrators to 
fuel a train across East africa, 
while land today is cleared for 
agriculture and charcoal pro-
duction as Kenya’s population 
grows upward and outward.

The forests bordering the 
masai mara, the legendary 
wildlife haven and savannah 
wilderness in the country’s 
southwest, are no exception, 
chipped away for pasture, crops 
and charcoal, a cheap fuel.

Nyakweri, for example, has 
lost more than 50 per cent of 
its forest cover in the past two 
decades, reducing key habi-
tats for wild animals, accord-
ing to marc Goss, the director 
of the mara Elephant Project.

But forests, which cover 
just seven per cent of Kenya’s 
land mass, also act as water 
reserves and a powerful bul-
wark against climate change 
and desertification.

Kenya’s forests are cleared 
at a rate of 5,000ha a year, the 

environment ministry said in 
2018.

Ancient technique 
For three years, Goss and 

his team have been giving na-
ture a helping hand by scat-
tering seedballs by any means 
possible – on foot, by car and 
even dropped by helicopter.

Developed by Seedballs Ke-
nya, the casing of charcoal dust 
protects the seed inside from 
being eaten by mice, birds or 
insects before it germinates. 
The shell is semi-porous, giv-
ing it a fighting chance even in 
arid conditions.

“You can throw them out 
year round. It would sit there, 
wait for the rain to come, it 
washes the dust away, and 
then the seed is back to its 
natural state, and will be able 
to start growing,” said Teddy 
Kinyanjui, the co-founder of 
Seedballs Kenya.

The idea is not entirely new: 
in ancient Egypt, seeds were 
coated in mud to protect them 
from the elements and hungry 
passersby, Kinyanjui said.

But instead of mud, the in-
novation in Kenya is using 
cheap, abundant charcoal dust 
to forge their own casing.

The dust used to compound 
the pellets is a byproduct of 
the charcoal industry, which 
itself is a driver of deforesta-
tion, with felled trees slow-
heated in kilns to produce the 
popular and inexpensive fuel.

“It is kind of a closed loop 

cycle,” Kinyanjui said.
Seedballs only contain in-

digenous species, mainly va-
rieties of acacias, the classic 
tree of the East african savan-
nah, but one much sought-
after and felled for the quality 
of its wood.

Slow and steady
In Kenya, seedballs are pur-

chased by smallholder farm-
ers wanting a cheap way to 
green their land and major 
buyers donating 500kg at a 
time to groups working in re-
forestation, like the mara El-
ephant Project.

Seedballs Kenya, which re-
invests its profits, also works 
with hotels offering tourists 
a “reforestation” experience 
to accompany the traditional 
safari.

The company has sold 13 
million seedballs since launch-
ing in mid-2016.

Of those thrown into the 
wild, only a small number – 
somewhere in the five to 10 
percent range – have actually 
yielded a shoot.

The germination rate is low 
and some seeds can hiber-
nate for years – making vis-
ible gains long in the making, 
Kinyanjui said.

“Trees are slow, especially 
in these days where every-
thing is Instagram and quick 
quickquick,” Kinyanjui said.

“Telling people to wait three 
years, or whatever, that’s a 
very hard thing.” AFP

Seed balls in the hands of a ranger from the Mara Elephant Project 
(MEP) at a section of destroyed habitat in Nyakweri indigenous forest in 
the Masai Mara ecosystem. AFP

Gardeners hold up tree seedlings sprouting from seed balls planted in a nursery at the Wild Shamba in 
Narokcounty, some 281km west of the capital Nairobi. AFP
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covid-19 causing Euro 2020 
match locations confusion
T

his Wednesday marks 100 days 
until the scheduled start of Euro 
2020 but there remains much 
uncertainty about exactly how 

and where a competition that was post-
poned last year due to the coronavirus 
pandemic will take place.

The opening match between Turkey 
and italy is due to be played in rome on 
June 11, while seven matches are set to go 
ahead at Wembley in London, including 
both semi-finals and the final.

The decision by European football’s 
governing body UEFa to stage the com-
petition for the first time all across the 
continent, in 12 different cities, was a 
logistical challenge even before interna-
tional travel was restricted by the spread 
of covid-19.

Elite-level football has managed to 
keep going thanks to rigorous testing 
protocols but has been played in soulless, 
empty stadiums with supporters still shut 
out in most of the countries due to host 
matches.

Underlining the logistical challenges, a 
number of UEFa champions League and 
Europa League games in recent weeks 
have been moved to neutral venues as a 
result of travel restrictions aimed at pre-
venting the spread of new strains of the 
virus.

UEFa has so far stuck to its original 
plan for London and Glasgow, as well 
as Dublin, amsterdam, copenhagen, 
saint-Petersburg, Bilbao, munich, Buda-
pest, Baku, rome and Bucharest to host 
matches.

however, European football’s governing 
body has given all host cities until early 
april to say if they will be in a position to 
accommodate spectators inside stadiums 
and at what percentage of capacity.

“Fans are such a big part of what makes 
football special,” said UEFa president 
aleksander ceferin in his most recent 
public address on the matter in January.

“We must allow ourselves the maxi-
mum space to allow their return to the 
stadiums.” 

The travel logistics, as well as the 
economic consequences of playing 
an international tournament behind 
closed doors, have forced UEFa to 

consider contingency plans.
That has led to rumours that the whole 

event could be moved to one country if it 
meant selling more tickets.

With the United Kingdom’s vaccination 
programme outstripping that of the oth-
er host nations, and with multiple large 
Premier League stadiums available to 
accommodate potentially thousands of 
fans, reports have emerged that England 
could step in to stage the entire tourna-
ment.

a spokesman for British Prime minister 
Boris Johnson dismissed those reports 
last week as “just speculation”.

“how the tournament will be hosted 
is a matter for UEFa,” he told reporters. 
“They remain committed to the current 
format of the tournament.

“We are focused on the matches we 
are scheduled to host in the UK, in-
cluding seven at Wembley and matches 
also being hosted at hampden Park in 
Glasgow.”

Under the British government’s road-
map out of lockdown, crowds of up to 
10,000 could be allowed from may 17.

a return to full crowds would be per-

mitted at the earliest by June 21.
The semi-finals and final take place on 

July 6, 7 and 11, but the first game sched-
uled for London is on June 13.

should all go to plan, full crowds would 
be able to return for the final group game 
and last-16 match at Wembley.

The scottish government has been 
more cautious, meaning the situation for 
Glasgow is less clear.

Nevertheless, after nearly a year of 
football behind closed doors, UEFa will 
be wary that interest among some fans 
could be on the wane.

conditions for supporters wishing to 
travel to follow their teams may not be 
particularly comfortable either.

ronan Evain, the executive director 
of Football supporters Europe, an inde-
pendent fans association, said that “the 
most likely best-case scenario will be 
that stadiums can be 25 to 30 per cent 
full” and said that many who had bought 
tickets were now planning to cancel their 
bookings.

“it is possible that certain countries will 
not allow ticket-holders in if they are not 
residents,” he said. AFP

Financial free-fall for chinese champs Jiangsu Fc 
ThE “shocking” collapse of champions Jiangsu 
Fc is a watershed for chinese football that 
should prompt a rethink from top to bottom, 
state media said.

Jiangsu, who are owned by the conglomerate 
suning – which also owns italy’s inter milan – 
said sunday they will “cease operations”, three 
months after winning the chinese super League 
for the first time.

The announcement underlines the financial 
problems coursing through the league that 
could also see rival side Tianjin Tigers fold this 
week.

it also highlights the declining fortunes of a 
league that repeatedly smashed the asian trans-
fer record just a few years ago, attracting a 
number of foreign stars. many have since left.

“it seems incredible and shocking, but it feels 
like the dust has now settled,” state-run Xinhua 
news agency said following the announcement 
by Jiangsu, who have not yet dissolved and are 
seeking a financial lifeline.

Xinhua said that 16 teams across three tiers of 
chinese professional football folded in 2020. 

The super League gained a reputation for lur-
ing star players with hefty wages and exorbitant 
transfer fees – shanghai siPG signed Oscar from 
chelsea in 2017 for an asian-record 60 million 
euros.

But the chinese Football association has 
since brought in a raft of measures to cool 
spending, including a 100 per cent transfer tax 
and salary caps.

The cFa said on monday it was “sorry to hear” 
about Jiangsu but respected the club’s decision, 
and vowed to plough on with its attempts to make 
china a leading football power.

however, times are tough for chinese clubs, 
where money began to dry up even before the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“The most important thing at the moment is 
to reload and start again, rather than being lost 
in confusion or remorse,” said Xinhua.

“To some extent it is a good thing that the 
bubble has burst earlier [than expected],” it 
added.

“chinese professional football has ushered in 
its first ‘watershed’ after its high-speed, wild 
growth.

“respect the laws of football, respect the laws 
of the market, adhere to youth training and work 
for the long term.”

Beijing Youth Daily said the implosion of 
Jiangsu, who are based in the eastern city of 
Nanjing, was an opportunity for renewal.

“Where does chinese football go from here?” 
it asked.

“Experts say that to solve the predicament of 
chinese football it must be overthrown and 
reconstructed.

“chinese football, the promotion of it and 
youth training all need to be reassessed.” 

The new season, which will almost certainly 
be shorn of Jiangsu and Tianjin, is expected to 
start in april but there is no definite date because 
of coronavirus uncertainty. AFP

UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin speaks at an event to launch the logo for Euro 2020. The 
delayed tournament will see matches hosted in 13 cities across Europe this year. AFP

British-irish World cup
hosting bid gets official
blessing from Boris
BriTish Prime minister Boris 
Johnson has backed a potential 
joint bid from England, scot-
land, Wales, Northern ireland 
and the republic of ireland to 
host the 2030 World cup.

The formal bidding process 
to stage the tournament will be 
launched next year by FiFa, 
world football’s governing 
body.

a feasibility study is under-
way as the football associations 
in the UK and ireland look into 
options for a joint bid.

in an interview with The Sun, 
Johnson said: “We are very, very 
keen to bring football home in 
2030. i do think it’s the right 
place.

“it’s the home of football, it’s 
the right time. it will be an 
absolutely wonderful thing for 
the country.”

The English Football associa-
tion said on Twitter that it wel-
comed “the Government’s 
pledge of £2.8 million [$3.9 mil-
lion] towards a potential bid” 
for the 2030 World cup.

a joint statement released by 
the Fa and the football associa-
tions of scotland, Wales, North-
ern ireland and republic of 
ireland on monday read: “The 

football associations and Gov-
ernment partners of the UK 
and ireland are delighted that 
the UK Government has com-
mitted to support a prospective 
five-association bid for the 
2030 FiFa World cup.

“We will continue to under-
take feasibility work to assess 
the viability of a bid before FiFa 
formally open the process in 
2022.

“staging a FiFa World cup 
would provide an incredible 
opportunity to deliver tangible 
benefits for our nations.

“if a decision is made to bid 
for the event, we look forward 
to presenting our hosting pro-
posals to FiFa and the wider 
global football community.”

England have not hosted the 
World cup since winning the 
tournament for the only time 
in 1966.

The 2022 World cup will take 
place in Qatar, while the 2026 
tournament is to be held in the 
Us, canada and mexico.

London, Glasgow and Dublin 
are among the 12 host cities for 
the delayed 2020 European 
championship, which are 
scheduled to take place later 
this year. AFP

Playing the field: UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson has backed a poten-
tial UK-ireland bid to host the 2030 World Cup. AFP

Jiangsu Suning players and staff members celebrate after their team defeated Guangzhou Evergrande to win 
the Chinese Super League football championship in Suzhou of China’s eastern Jiangsu province. AFP
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Ex-Barcelona president Bartomeu arrested
F

ormEr Barcelona 
president Josep maria 
Bartomeu was arrest-
ed on monday as part 

of a police investigation into 
last year’s ‘Barcagate’ scandal, 
a source with knowledge of 
the case said.

Bartomeu, who resigned 
as president in october, was 
among four arrests made just 
six days ahead of the club’s 
new presidential elections on 
Sunday.

Barcelona’s current chief 
executive oscar Grau, head 
of legal services roma Gomez 
Ponti and Bartomeu’s advisor 
Jaume masferrer were also ar-
rested by catalan police, who 
searched the club’s offices on 
monday morning.

Grau and Gomez Ponti were 
released late on monday but 
Bartomeu and masferrer 
would spend the night in a 
cell at a Barcelona police sta-
tion before appearing before 
a judge on Tuesday, Spanish 
media reported.

catalan police, the mossos 
d’Esquadra, said in a state-
ment the arrests were made 
as part of “an investigation 
into alleged crimes related to 
property and the socio-eco-
nomic order” that has “been 
going on for almost a year”.

Barcelona released a state-
ment confirming the op-
eration is linked to last year’s 
‘Barcagate’ controversy, when 
the club was accused of cov-
ering up payments made to a 
company called I3 Ventures, 
hired to boost the image of 
then-president Bartomeu on 
social media.

Part of the social media 
campaign included criticising 
current and former players, 
like Lionel messi, Pep Guar-

diola and Xavi hernandez. 
messi described the contro-
versy as “strange” in an inter-
view with catalan newspaper 
Mundo Deportivo.

“Fc Barcelona have offered 
up their full collaboration to 
the legal and police authori-
ties to help make clear facts 
which are subject to inves-
tigation,” the club said in its 
statement.

“The information and doc-

umentation requested by the 
judicial police force relate 
strictly to the facts relative to 
this case.”

Spanish radio station cade-
na Ser claimed Barca paid I3 
Ventures an inflated fee and 
put payments through in 
smaller, separate amounts to 
avoid the club’s financial con-
trols.

Emili rousaud, who re-
signed as Barcelona vice-pres-

ident in march last year, said 
in an interview with rac1 at 
the time: “If the auditors tell 
us the cost of these services 
is €100,000 and we have paid 
one million, it means some-
one has had their hand in the 
till.” The club took legal ac-
tion against him. 

rousaud was among six 
Barca executives to leave 
their posts, with a joint letter 
citing the scandal as a key is-

sue needing to be resolved.

‘Plugging gaps’
Bartomeu maintained the 

company had been hired 
only to monitor posts on so-
cial media and announced an 
internal audit by Pricewater-
housecoopers, which cleared 
the club of financial corrup-
tion in July. 

“Let one thing be clear,” 
Bartomeu said. “To the ques-

tion: have we commissioned 
the monitoring of social net-
works? The answer is yes.

“To the question: have we 
commissioned to discredit 
people or institutions through 
social networks? The answer 
is no and we will take action 
against all those who accuse 
us of that.” 

Yet Bartomeu resigned in 
october, avoiding a vote of no 
confidence triggered after more 
than 20,000 club members 
signed a petition against him.

his departure came in the 
same month Barcelona an-
nounced losses of €97 million 
($114 million) for last season 
and debts that had more than 
doubled to €488 million.

as well as a series of politi-
cal blunders, Bartomeu had 
also overseen a dramatic de-
cline in performances on the 
pitch and a personal falling-
out with messi, who tried to 
leave for free last summer.

messi accused the club of 
“always juggling everything 
and plugging gaps” under 
Bartomeu’s leadership.

Bartomeu’s successor is due 
to be elected on Sunday, when 
club members will choose 
between the final three can-
didates, Joan Laporta, Toni 
Freixa and Victor Font.

“In light of events that took 
place today, we express our 
respect for the police and the 
judiciary, and we defend the 
presumption of innocence. 
and we deeply regret that 
these events diminish the 
reputation of the club,” said 
Laporta.

“Too many people want to 
hurt Barca,” wrote Freixa on 
Twitter. “We will not allow 
it.” AFP

real madrid loss to real Sociedad boosts atletico
rEaL madrid’s chances of chasing 
down La Liga leaders atletico madrid 
were dealt a blow on monday as they 
needed a late Vinicius Junior equal-
iser to secure a 1-1 draw with real 
Sociedad.

It could have been worse for Zined-
ine Zidane’s side, with Vinicius’ finish 
in the 89th minute preventing what 
would have been a damaging defeat 
after a weekend in which both atleti-
co and Barcelona had won.

atletico’s victory over Villarreal on 
Sunday put them six points clear of 
real madrid, an advantage that is 
now only cut to five ahead of next 
week’s madrid derby at the Wanda 
metropolitano. atletico also have a 
game in hand.

The result ends real madrid’s run 
of five consecutive wins while Portu’s 
brilliant header for real Sociedad 
early in the second half was also the 
first goal conceded by the reigning 
champions in five games.

It represents an important shift in 
momentum. a few days ago atletico 
might have hoped just to hold on to 
first place next weekend but now 
they could spy an opportunity to all 
but knock their opponents out of the 
title race.

“We’re playing for a lot there,” said 
real madrid goalkeeper Thibaut 
courtois. “We can win, we’re physi-
cally strong and we’re getting players 
back. There’s a lot of time left to keep 
fighting in La Liga.”

Barcelona kept their own resur-
gence going on Saturday by overcom-
ing Sevilla and now sit level on points 
with real madrid, having also played 

one game fewer than the leaders. real 
Sociedad sit fifth, the top four seem-
ingly out of reach.

madrid had 20 shots to real Socie-
dad’s six but lacked edge in the final 
third, with the injured Karim Ben-
zema watching on from the stands.

“We’ve had games where we won and 
maybe we didnt deserve to win as well, 
we can’t change anything,” said madrid 
coach Zidane. “We have to keep going. 
There is a long way to go.”

Benzema eyeing derby return 
Benzema could return for the derby 

and one positive for Zidane was the 
sight of others returning, with Fede 
Valverde, marcelo and rodrygo all 
back in his squad. 

“Karim can be with us, yes, we’re 
going to see,” said Zidane, when 
asked about the striker’s chances of 
facing atletico.

“Still, he hasn’t trained with the 
team but the problem is a lot better, 
tomorrow we’ll analyse him.”

madrid had the better chances in an 
entertaining first half, the best of them 
falling to mariano Diaz at the back 
post but he headed against the cross-

bar under pressure from a yard out.
Toni Kroos and marco asensio both 

went close and real Sociedad were 
dangerous on the break, just unable 
to find the final pass to make their 
openings count.

They made it count 10 minutes into 
the second half, the ball quickly shift-
ed through midfield and out to the 
left, where Nacho monreal had time 
to launch a cross to the back post.

Ferland mendy looked like he 
would clear but instead was caught 
under the ball, allowing Portu to 
jump and send a brilliant header 
across courtois and into the net.

madrid’s pressure would come but 
real Sociedad could have made it two, 
only for alexander Isak to fall just short 
of mikel oyarzabal’s pass across.

Zidane sent Vinicius, rodrygo and 
hugo Duro on and there were chanc-
es. casemiro and Duro both missed 
headers while rodrygo skewed wide 
before Vinicius struck one minute 
from time, steering in Lucas Vazquez’s 
cross when given space in the box.

Duro even had a chance to win it 
but headed over, real Sociedad sur-
viving for a deserved point. AFP

Police raided the offices of FC Barcelona on Monday, carrying out several arrests just six days ahead of the club’s presidential elections. Spain’s 
Cadena Ser radio said one of those arrested was former club president Josep Maria Bartomeu. AFP

Real Madrid’s Brazilian midfielder Casemiro (top right) heads the ball with Real 
Sociedad’s Spanish midfielder Martin Zubimendi (top left).  AFP
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