
thursday,  march  4, 2021 Intelligent . In-depth . Independent Issue Number 3619 / 4000 rIEL

Plan set out to repair northern 
section of Angkor Wat’s moat
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Mom Kunthear

M
ORE than 700 workers at 
Y&W Garment Factory 
in Spean Thma com-
mune’s Prek Chrey vil-

lage in the capital’s Dangkor district 
who were in contact with a Covid-19
-positive worker there had tested 
negative, officials said on March 3. 

According to the Ministry of 
Health’s Communicable Disease 
Control department (CDC), a team 

of researcher determined that the 
48-year-old worker had tested posi-
tive on March 1. The woman had 
worked at the factory’s Building D8 
and had contracted Covid-19 from 
her son who is a driver for a Chinese 
man who had also tested positive.

A Dangkor district official said only 
the workers from Building D8 have 
had their samples taken for testing. 
The factory’s administration decid-
ed to suspend work in that building 
for now while other buildings on the 

factory’s compound have been op-
erating as normal.

Dangkor district governor Kim 
Nhep confirmed to The Post on 
March 3 that the 716 workers had 
tested negative. 

District administration director 
Keng Tha said the total number of 
workers in the factory was around 
5,000, but he did not know whether 
the factory would have to suspend 
operations totally, saying the deci-
sion rests at the national level.

Ministry of Labour and Vocation-
al Training spokesman Heng Sour 
could not be reached for comment. 
Phnom Penh municipal labour de-
partment director Chuon Vuthy de-
clined to comment on the matter. 

Tha said Covid-19 response spe-
cialists would continue to monitor 
the factory and determine whether 
to test workers in other buildings.

“The female worker was infected 
with Covid-19, but we know that she 
contracted it from her son, who con-

tracted it from a Covid-19-positive 
Chinese man,” Keng Tha said.

Separately, Kandal provincial gov-
ernor Kong Sophorn has dismissed 
rumours that more  factory workers 
in Ang Snuol district had contracted 
the virus. 

He said there was no Covid-19 out-
break in any factories in the province.

“There is no report of any posi-
tive cases in factories in Ang Snuol

Relief after factory Covid scare

Long Kimmarita

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall will publish a pamphlet 
introducing the new waste 
management system that is 
coming to the capital and 
print enough for distribution 
to the more than 400,000 
households obliged to pay 
the waste collection fee. 

This will be done in col-
laboration with the three 
companies licensed to han-
dle waste management in 
different parts of the city.

The municipal administra-
tion held a ceremony to mark 
the start of the new system 
on February 5, along with the 
three companies that won 
the bidding for the contracts 
to provide the city with solid 
waste collection and trans-
portation services. 

The three companies 
include Cintri Cambodia 
which is now working in part-
nership with Everbright Chi-
na; Singapore-based 800 
Super Waste Management 
Pte Ltd, in cooperation with 
local firm Global Action for 
Environment Awareness Plc 
(GAEA); and China’s Mizuda 
Group Co Ltd. 

According to a senior offi-
cial at the municipal hall who 
asked not to be named, the 
three companies only pro-
vide waste collection and 
transportation services. The 
administration and fee col-
lection will be done by the 
Phnom Penh autonomous 
excise solid waste manage-
ment authority. 

The official said residents 
will be able to use an app to 
check their billing or service 
schedule and even pay the 
service fees via the app. 

In order to encourage cus-
tomers to begin using this 
new and more convenient 
system, the municipal 
administration is planning to 
distribute pamphlets with 
information and instructions 
on how it all works. 

“The municipal hall will 
print instructional pamphlets 
for distribution to each house-
hold – or at least the 400,000 
of them or so that are obliged 
to pay the waste collection 
service fees. It will also inform 
them about waste disposal 
services and how to separate 
the waste for processing. 

“With the new management 
system, we require people to 
separate their rubbish into 
wet and dry waste,” he said.

Andrew Durke, a member 
of the board of GAEA, said the 
company and their partners 
are pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to help improve waste 
management in the capital.

“Phnom Penh is a very 
crowded and fast-growing 
city. And as people’s incomes 
continue to increase here, that 
leads to more consumption 
and it therefore leads to more 
waste generation. Providing 
effective waste collection 
services on a road full of vehi-
cles and a growing population 
is a challenge,” he said.

Cintri Cambodia declined
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Book on waste 
management 
plan out soon

US PRESIDENT Joe Biden said 
on March 3 that the US would 
have enough vaccine for its 
entire adult population by the 
end of May, as he announced a 
deal for pharma giant Merck to 
produce the shot developed by 
rival Johnson & Johnson (J&J).

“This is the type of collabo-
ration between companies we 
saw in World War II,” said 
Biden in announcing the phar-
maceutical accord.

“We’re now on track to have 
enough vaccine supply for 

every adult in America by the 
end of May,” said the US leader 
– who previously targeted late 
July to amass sufficient doses 
to inoculate all US citizens.

“That’s progress. Important 
progress. But it is not enough to 
have the vaccine supply,” Biden 
said, stressing that a “wartime 
effort” still lay ahead to adminis-
ter the vaccines once acquired.

Merck will use two of its facil-
ities to “produce drug substance, 
formulate and fill vials of J&J’s 
vaccine,” according to a Depart-

ment of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) statement.

Biden’s administration will 
leverage the Defense Produc-
tion Act to provide an initial 
$105 million for Merck to con-
vert and equip its facilities to 
safely manufacture the vac-
cine, the statement said.

The J&J vaccine is the third 
to receive US regulatory 
approval for emergency use, 
but the first that requires a sin-
gle shot as opposed to two jabs.

Biden also said J&J’s own 

vaccine manufacturing facili-
ties “will now begin to operate 
24/7” – at the administration’s 
urging.

HHS said this would enable 
J&J to deliver close to 100 mil-
lion doses to the US by the end 
of May – instead of June as pre-
viously pledged.

J&J said in a statement it was 
“pleased” to work with Merck, 
which will “enhance our pro-
duction capacity so that we 
can supply beyond our current 
commitments”. AFP

‘Enough jabs’ for all US adults by May

Breath of fresh air
Women perform during a protest for the elimination of violence against women, outside the Investigation office of cuauhtemoc mayor’s office in 
mexico city on tuesday. AFP
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Police hunt online
rumour-monger for
fake vaccines news
Kim Sarom

SIEm reap provincial anti-
cybercrime police are search-
ing for a man who posted on 
Facebook that a police officer 
became disabled after being 
vaccinated with china’s Sinop-
harm covid-19 vaccine.

Provincial deputy police 
chief mao hak told The Post on 
march 2 that chhun Veann, 32, 
had been summonsed to tes-
tify at the anti-cybercrime 
bureau but he never appeared. 
authorities then went to the 
suspect’s house in Kdei run 
commune of Siem reap prov-
ince’s Puok district.

“When the officers arrived at 
the house, his family told 
police that he wasn’t there. The 
authorities are continuing 
their search for Veann to ques-
tion him about the Facebook 
post,” he said.

“If he has proof that he has 
been misrepresented, author-
ities will take that under con-
sideration. he hasn’t been found 
guilty, yet. however, he hasn’t 
presented himself to us to 
explain his situation. I have to 
wait for an explanation,” he said.

however, he added that police 
have evidence that the account 
is his, and the post is contrary 
to the facts. No one in cambo-
dia has become sick after being 
vaccinated with the vaccine.

“The police officer who 

reported health problems after 
his vaccination, in fact, had 
health problems before the 
covid-19 outbreak. This post 
affects the security of not only 
our country but also other coun-
tries,” mao hak confirmed.

he said the picture that the 
suspect posted was of a police 
officer who has had a health 
problem, but he was not sick 
from the vaccine. So what the 
suspect had posted creates a 
false impression for people who 
have been vaccinated and oth-
ers who have not been vacci-
nated. If what the suspect claims 
is true then it affects the credi-
bility of the vaccine, he added.

a warrant issued on march 1 
by provincial court prosecutor 
Keut Vannareth confirmed that 
on February 27, Veann wrote 
the Facebook saying a police 
officer from the ministry of 
interior had been paralysed in 
one leg after being vaccinated 
with the vaccine. If this claim 
proves to be true, he said, Prime 
minister hun Sen must recon-
sider whether to stop the vac-
cination campaign.

The warrant states that 
false information about the 
vaccine confuses the public 
and seriously affects the gov-
ernment’s image.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Embassies’ complaints about
rainsy’s jail sentence rebuffed
Niem Chheng

G
OVErNmENT spokesperson 
Phay Siphan said the concerns 
raised by three foreign embas-
sies and an official from the 

European Union’s European External 
action Service (EEaS) concerning the 
sentences given to former opposition 
party leaders was “interference in cam-
bodia’s internal affairs”.

In a sentencing hearing held on march 
1, a Phnom Penh municipal court judge 
sentenced former opposition leader Sam 
rainsy in absentia to 25 years in prison 
for the crime of “attack” as defined un-
der article 451 of the criminal code.

article 451 states that the crime of at-
tack “consists of the commission of one 
or more acts of violence liable to en-
danger the institutions of the Kingdom 
of cambodia or violate the integrity of 
the national territory,” and that “it shall 
be punishable by imprisonment from 
fifteen to thirty years.”

Eight other former opposition mem-
bers named as rainsy’s accomplices to the 
crime were each handed prison sentences 
between 20-22 years in duration, though 
none of them are presently in cambodia.

The judge then declared that all of the 
defendants had been deprived of their 
citizenship rights definitively, disenfran-
chised for purposes of voting or standing 
for office in elections and disqualified 
from working in the government’s civil 
service framework as officials. 

after the judge pronounced the ver-
dict, the embassies of the US, UK and 
australia along with an EU official all 
issued statements expressing their 
concerns over the verdict.  

“We are concerned by the verdicts and 
lengthy sentences of opposition members 
held in absentia. The right to a fair trial is 
a fundamental freedom guaranteed in the 
cambodian constitution. We urge authori-
ties to respect the rule of law and to ensure 
that fundamental freedoms are respect-
ed,” the UK embassy’s statement said.

During a bilateral defence coopera-
tion discussion with minister of De-
fence Tea Banh on march 2, australian 
ambassador to cambodia Pablo Kang 
also raised some concerns and said the 
trial of the opposition members and ac-
tivists included australian nationals.

“We urge the cambodian Government to 
apply transparency and due process in all 
trials, and to take steps to rebuild relations 
with opposition members and with civil so-
ciety,” the australian embassy stated.

The US ambassador Patrick murphy 
said he was troubled by sentences target-
ing political opposition leaders, particu-
larly given – what he referred to – as a lack 
of due process. he urged authorities to re-
open cambodia’s political space and allow 
all voices to be heard and to participate.

Likewise, the EEaS’s spokespersons said 
the verdict was pronounced after swift tri-
als conducted in absentia. They further 
stated that the accused were not allowed to 
return to the country and defend their ac-
tions in court, which is a violation of their 
due process rights according to the EU.

In 2019, Sam rainsy had publicly 
planned his return to cambodia on 
November 9 claiming that when he re-
turned it would be to facilitate the ar-
rest of Prime minster hun Sen. That 
same year he publicly urged the armed 
forces to disobey their orders and over-
throw their government.

The government in question – still in 
power today – regarded this as an at-
tempt to foment a military coup and it 
led to rainsy’s 25-year-sentence. 

The government spokesperson Phay 
Siphan said cambodia had sovereign juris-
diction over its own territory and courts. he 
condemned all attempts to interfere with 
its judicial processes by outside parties. 

“The embassies are just the representa-
tives for the interests of their own partic-
ular nations in cambodia. They are not 
permitted to provide support to groups 
of insurgent rebels. This is absolutely 
unacceptable and illegal interference 
in cambodia’s internal affairs. a coup to 
depose our elected prime minister is just 
not acceptable,” Siphan said.

former cnrp leader sam rainsy in 2015. Hong Menea

myanmar, covid on aSEaN agenda 
Voun Dara

ThE aSEaN Foreign affairs 
ministers concurred on the 
urgency to intensify aSEaN’s 
joint efforts to successfully 
implement the agreed initia-
tives and measures to respond 
to the covid-19 pandemic and 
recover from its socio-eco-
nomic impact, according to a 
press release.

at the invitation of his Bru-
neian counterpart Erywan 
Pehin Yusof, minister of For-
eign affairs and International 
cooperation Prak Sokhonn 
took part in an informal aSEaN 
ministerial meeting held on 
march 2 via video link.

according to the foreign 
affairs ministry’s press release, 
the ministers had an extensive 
in-depth “heart-to-heart” dis-
cussion on the aSEaN’s 
progress, how to strengthen and 
expand the group’s external 
relations, and the need to con-
solidate centrality in the evolv-
ing regional architecture.

“ministers also concurred on 
the urgency to intensify the 
aSEaN’s joint efforts to suc-
cessfully implement the agreed 
initiatives and measures to 
respond to the cOVID-19 pan-
demic and recover from its 

socio-economic impact,” the 
press release stated.

aSEaN ministers also 
exchanged views on regional 
and international issues of 
common interest and concern, 
including current develop-
ments in myanmar.

cambodian Institute for 
Democracy’s president Pa 
chanroeun said that aSEaN 
has a common motto: one 
community, one destiny. But 
this motto is just rhetoric, with 
the group not yet implement-
ing its vision and motto.

“In connection with caring 
and helping each other during 
difficult times, including the 

world as well the region facing 
the covid-19 pandemic and 
the political unrest in myan-
mar [Burma], aSEaN coun-
tries adhere to the principle of 
non-interference in the inter-
nal affairs of its members,” 
chanroeun said.

chanroeun believes that vio-
lence and human rights abus-
es and the democratic process 
in the region should be prior-
ity issues for the group because 
all members are signatories to 
the Universal Declaration of 
human rights.

“Violence, injustice and the 
decline of the democratic proc-
ess in Burma [myanmar] are a 

threat to the democratic proc-
ess and people’s well-being of 
countries in the region. aSEaN 
members must find ways to 
stop it. Violence has lead to 
deaths in myanmar,” he said.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
royal academy of cambodia’s 
International relations Insti-
tute, said that aSEaN coun-
tries are facing many issues in 
the region and the world, espe-
cially covid-19 crisis.

he added cambodia’s stand-
point is to adhere to the prin-
ciples of multilateralism, 
because this issue cannot be 
solved by a single country and 
requires joint cooperation. 

“covid-19 and economic 
recovery, in addition to relying 
on the principles of multilat-
eralism, requires cambodia to 
put in place its own measures, 
such as social and economic 
protection policies, health 
measures and public well-
being is to be promoted and 
continued.” Phea said.

Phea said in connection to the 
current situation in myanmar, 
cambodia still adheres to the 
principle of non-interference in 
the internal affairs of member 
countries. But even wanting to 
be involved or not, the solution 
requires one common voice.

foreign minister prak sokhonn during the  informal asean Ministerial 
Meeting (iaMM) via video conference on tuesday. Foreign Ministry



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

CATTLE in Kampong Chhnang 
and Kratie have been dying from 
disease over the past two weeks 
and livestock officials have 
now confirmed that the deaths 
were caused by both foot-and-
mouth disease and bovine viral 
diarrhea virus (BVDV).  

BVDV is more commonly 
known in Cambodia by its 
Khmer name, which trans-
lates to “watery disease”.

Ket Saroeun, the head of 
the Kratie provincial Veteri-
nary Office, told The Post on 
March 3 that after reports of a 
series of cattle deaths were re-
ceived from the people living 
in Sambor district’s Kampong 
Cham commune, he urged 
the village veterinary agency 
to investigate and assist with 
saving the remaining cattle. 

“After testing was done by 
our veterinary agency it was 
determined that the cattle 
had died of foot-and-mouth 
disease and [BVDV],” he said.

According to Saroeun, 
foot-and-mouth disease and 
[BVDV] may cause cattle to die 
when no treatment is provided 
or the cattle are malnourished. 
He said the best way to prevent 
either illness was vaccination.  

Saroeun said he conducted 
his investigation not only by 
testing samples from the dead 
cattle but also by interview-
ing the cattle’s owners and by 

observing the cattle’s symp-
toms which included ulcers 
on their toenails and sores 
in their mouths for some – 
indicating foot-and-mouth 
disease – and bloating and a 
stiff neck for others, a tell-tale 
symptom of BVDV.

Saroeun said these diseases 
are common in cattle that are 
not vaccinated and are then 
allowed to forage for food on 
their own.

He said that on February 

26, eight cows had died near 
a pond at a cashew planta-
tion in Kampong Cham com-
mune’s Yeav village. The car-
casses of those animals also 
had black toenails and sores 
in their mouths and some 
had abnormal bloating. 

Yoeun Pinea, 30, a farmer in 
Yeav village, confirmed that 
two bulls also fell ill and died. 
He said in mid-2019 he had 
vaccinated the bulls against 
these diseases and that he let 

them graze with the villagers’ 
herds because he was busy 
working on construction.

“I didn’t think that they 
could get infected by foot-
and-mouth disease from the 
villagers’ herd because I had 
already had them vaccinat-
ed,” he said.

According to the data ob-
tained from the Kratie pro-
vincial livestock office, about 
60,000 of the nearly 100,000 
cattle in the province get free 

vaccinations against both of 
these diseases every year but 
neither of the vaccines pro-
vides permanent protection 
from the diseases and the an-
imals must be revaccinated 
every six months to one year.

Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince also had a series of cattle 
deaths two weeks ago, but after 
the village veterinary agency 
advised that all cattle be kept 
indoors in barns for a period 
of time to stop new infections, 
the problem had abated and 
there are currently no reports 
from residents there on this is-
sue, according to Kreung Sam 
Ath, the head of Kampong 
Chhnang provincial Veteri-
nary office on March 3.

Sam Ath said that on Febru-
ary 17 in Bra Snoeb and Ban-
teay Preal communes of Ro-
lea Ba’ier district, a total of 13 
cattle fell ill and died in quick 
succession.

“Inspection of those animals 
revealed that their deaths were 
caused by foot-and-mouth dis-
ease and [BVDV], because in 
addition to the blisters in the 
mouth and toenails they also 
had symptoms of bloating and 
stiff necks,” he confirmed.

According to Sam Ath, 
throughout Kampong Chh-
nang there are 200,000 cattle 
total but only 70,000 of them 
are vaccinated per year be-
cause vaccine supplies for ei-
ther disease are limited.

Hunt on for man 
over Poipet rape, 
killing of woman

Banteay Meanchey provincial 
criminal police are searching for a 
man suspected of raping and killing 

a woman in a rented room in Kbal Spean 
1 village, Poipet commune and town, Ban-
teay Meanchey province on March 2.

Provincial Police Chief Sith Los told 
the Post on March 3 that 23-year-old 
Huon Srey was found dead in her room 
with her throat cut, but authorities don’t 
know the motive for the murder. 

“We have launched an investigation 
into the crime, but the killer has yet to 
be identified,” he said.

Commune Police Chief Im Sophearak 
said on March 3 that according to a 
preliminary report from the police, the 
victim and the suspect were not mar-
ried and the perpetrator is Cambodian. 
authorities are continuing the search for 
the suspect.

a police officer, who asked not to be 
named, said neighbours told him that the 
victim worked at a casino and they always 
saw a man visiting her. On the evening of 
March 2, the victim was seen sleeping in 
her room. at about 7pm a woman who 
rented a room next door knocked on the 
victim’s door to discuss work, but did not 
get a response. the door was locked from 
the inside, which made her suspicious. 
She called neighbours to help unlock the 
door. Inside, they saw blood on the floor 
and the naked body of the victim. there 
was also a deep cut to her throat.

the incident was reported to commune 
administrative police and authorities 
went to the crime scene. Police then 
inspected the body and discovered that 
the woman had been raped.

according to witnesses, the suspect 
may have been acquainted with the 
victim and could have had a door key. 

according to Poipet deputy police chief 
Prom Piseth, authorities are looking for 
clues about the perpetrator within the 
jurisdiction of the investigation. Kim Sarom
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Continued from page 1

district or other places in our 
province. But on March 4 a 
medical team will go there to 
test about 1,000 Chinese 
employees who work in the fac-
tories in the district,” he said.

Sophorn said the purpose 
of testing the Chinese em-
ployees was to quell these 
rumours and allay the fears of 
other workers.

The health ministry on 
March 3 recorded 34 Covid-
19 cases linked to the Febru-
ary 20 community transmis-
sion, bringing the total to 374 
in less than two weeks.

The 34 include two Vietnam-
ese nationals, who stay in Svay 
Rieng province and are being 
treated there, and 15 Cambo-
dians, nine of whom live in 
Preah Sihanouk province and 
are receiving treatment there. 
The rest are Chinese.

In a press release, the minis-
try also said four Covid-19 pa-
tients have recovered and been 
discharged from hospital.

As of March 3, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 878 
Covid-19 cases, with 396 re-
ceiving ongoing treatment.

Garment 
factories 
testing to
‘allay fears’

Cattle-killer diseases strike K Chhnang, Kratie

A cow is vaccinated in Kratie province last month. agriculture miniStry

Ministry widening jab campaign
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of 
Health will vaccinate 
civil servants in 
charge of collecting 

tax revenue from the General 
Department of Customs and 
Excise of Cambodia (GDCE) 
and the General Department 
of Taxation (GDT) at hospi-
tals in the capital and prov-
inces in the next phase of 
Covid-19 vaccinations.

In reference to Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen’s approval let-
ter to the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance, the health 
ministry noted in a March 3 
press release that the cam-
paign would proceed on a 
voluntary basis and cover 
contracted officials from the 
two units.

The press release also said 
that civil servants and staff 
of Angkor Enterprise are 
front-line workers who pro-
vide services to tourists and 
collect proceeds from sell-
ing tickets to visitors to the 
Angkor resort, Beng Mealea, 
and Koh Keo temples. 

They will be vaccinated at 
hospitals in the capital and 
provinces during working 
hours from 8am to 5pm.

The health ministry stated 
that it would notify the pub-
lic aged from 18 to 59 so that 
they can be vaccinated on a 
voluntary basis in the next 
phase.

Hun Manet, who is the 
first son of the prime min-
ister and the first person to 
receive the Kingdom’s first 
Sinopharm Covid-19 jab on 
February 10, has received 

the second dose of the vac-
cine at Calmette Hospital on 
March 3, along with other 
senior officials.

Hun Many, the youngest 
son of the prime minister 
didn’t receive the first dose 
of the vaccine because of his 
health. So, he received the 
first dose on March 3. 

Many took to Facebook. 
One post said: “Having con-
sulted again with doctors 
about my health, I was per-
mitted to get the Sinopharm 
vaccine after I wasn’t permit-
ted to get the shot because I 
had the flu.”

Hun Many has also called 
on Cambodians to continue 

to join in stopping the spread 
of the virus by observing the 
guidelines of three protec-
tions and three don’ts. The 
“three protections” are wear-
ing masks, washing hands and 
maintaining a physical dis-
tance of 1.5m from others. The 
“three don’ts” refer to avoiding 
crowded places, enclosed ar-
eas without ventilation, and 
making physical contact.

The Ministry of Nation-
al Defence reported that 
from February 10 to March 
2, 75,198 members of the 
armed forces have received 
the Sinopharm vaccine, 
while the health ministry 
had vaccinated 33,211 other 

people during the same pe-
riod.

Meanwhile, the first phase 
of 324,000 doses of the As-
traZeneca vaccine from the 
COVAX Facility arrived in 
Cambodia on the night of 
March 2, which was a grant 
from the World Health Or-
ganisation, according to the 
prime minister.

“This is about trust, based 
on good cooperation be-
tween the Cambodian gov-
ernment and the interna-
tional community in the 
fight against the pandemic. 
Cambodia is one of the first 
countries in the region to 
receive the vaccine through 

the COVAX facility.” The 
prime minister wrote on his 
official Facebook page.

At the same time the US 
Embassy in Cambodia also 
issued a press release to 
congratulate Cambodia on 
the successful arrival the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. This 
shipment was made pos-
sible through the COVAX Ad-
vance Market Commitment, 
a global initiative to support 
equitable access to vaccines.  

The press release stated that 
The US recently announced 
the provision of an initial $2 
billion – out of a planned $4 
billion – to the COVAX Ad-
vance Market Commitment, 
making the US the single larg-
est contributor to the interna-
tional response to the virus.

“Supporting Cambo-
dia’s response to Covid-19 
through the COVAX facility 
continues our long-standing 
public health cooperation 
and partnership with Cam-
bodia,” said US ambassador 
Patrick Murphy.

He added that defeating the 
pandemic is a global chal-
lenge and the US is working 
both at home and abroad to 
stop the spread of the disease. 
Working together, we can de-
feat Covid-19 and prepare 
ourselves for future threats.

According to the health 
ministry, the initial 324,000 
doses was the first phase of 1.1 
million doses that the COVAX 
mechanism will provide to 
Cambodia by the end of May. 

Cambodia is expected to 
receive about seven million 
doses of the vaccine through 
the COVAX mechanism.

RCAF deputy commander Hun Manet gets second Covid-19 jab at Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh on 
March 3. FacebooK
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Lay Samean 

LOcaL authorities and spe-
cialists in Koh Kong province 
have given a 30-day ultima-
tum to three people who 
used soil to fill in an area of 
sea in Kiri Sakor district. The 
offenders have been warned 
to remove the soil or face the 
law. 

The ultimatum was given 
after soil was used to fill part 
of the sea, affecting the beau-
ty of sea, mangrove forests 
and the environment.

Deputy provincial governor 
Sok Sothy held a meeting on 
February 26 concerning the 
incident and mangrove for-
est logging and the building 
of bridges and cottages in Kiri 
Sakor district. The meeting 
was attended by local author-
ities and specialists.

he said that the incident 
took place in Prek Khsach 
village, Prek Khsach com-
mune in the district. Three 
people including huot Khean 
and huot Nget and chhim 
chandy were involved in the 
incident.

“concerning the case, spe-
cialists went to measure soil 
used to fill in the sea, so that 
they will remove the soil. It 
will take at least a month to 
remove all the soil,” he said.

Sok Sothy added that the 
three men had also attended 

the meeting and admitted 
their wrong doing. They were 
willing to remove the soil 
from the sea. having been 
informed, authorities took 
action immediately. however, 
some people said it didn’t take 
a lot of time to do the work.

“Putting the soil in the sea 
didn’t take a long time. It only 
took a few days. When they 
had completed their work, we 
stopped them immediately,” 
he said.

Provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc Thong 
chandara said that this case 
is collusion with local au-
thorities because using soil in 
this way was large scale, not 
small. 

“It is collusion with local au-
thorities because this process 
is large scale. a lot of soil was 
used and people knew about 
it. The province has measures 
in place to act but nobody 
does. more importantly, it is 
the local authorities that do 
nothing. If a crime is commit-
ted, it should be reported at 
the district or provincial level. 
For natural resource crimes, 
the provincial authorities 
sometimes never try to find 
the people responsible,” he 
said.

Sea-fillers called out
by Koh Kong officials 
over illegal operations

K Kong mangrove trees tallied
Nov Sivutha

a
N INTEr-mINISTErIaL com-
mittee and the Kampot provin-
cial technical administrative 
committee have agreed to im-

plement a one-month plan from march 
1-31 to assess and update the number of 
trees remaining in mangrove forests in 
the province. however, a civil society or-
ganisation official said the move was too 
slow because some mangrove areas have 
already been lost.

Kampot provincial administration di-
rector Veth Vathana said on march 2 that 
the inter-ministerial committee made up 
of the ministry of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries and the provincial technical ad-
ministrative committee have decided to 
reorganise a working group that will assess 
mangrove forests across the province.

after the working group finishes the 
works, it will take up the matter with the 
provincial technical administrative com-
mittee and the inter-ministerial committee 
for them to prepare a map to plant bound-
ary posts and ask for a state ownership list.

 “after forests are confirmed as state-
owned, if there is an encroachment then 
the law will be enforced,” he said.

however, he added that the verification 
and update of forests was not a new task 
– the task had already been attempted 
before. But it had been met with delays 
due to covid-19 pandemic and had been 
unsuccessful. The ministry reminded 
the group to continue the task.

In the past, companies had invested in 
coastal areas, so development had affected 
some mangrove forests. But the companies 
had received permission from the council 
for the Development of cambodia.

citing old figures, Kampot provincial 
Department of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries director chan rith said there were 

1,966ha of mangrove forests in the prov-
ince. But because of the encroachment and 
illegal logging the forests have decreased in 
size. So, the ministry and provincial-level 
working groups have revised components 
to go and verify and update the forests again.

“We have set up the committee again 
because some of its members have left and 
others were replaced. We will hold a meet-
ing to go and inspect the forests accordingly 
between the provincial and national com-
mittees. after the meeting, we will have a 
clear approach to the task,” he said.

chan rith added that when the land 
has been measured and an update 
agreed to then boundary posts would be 
planted and clearly listed so the forests 
can be managed more efficiently.

Yun Phally, provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc, said that setting up 
the committee for the verification and 

update of the mangrove forest had been 
too slow because some mangrove forest 
areas have already been lost. 

he explained that the loss of forests 
was because soil was used to fill some 
beaches for development.  The man-
grove forests grow in shallow coastal ar-
eas and when the beaches were filled in, 
many mangrove trees were destroyed, 
but some had been managed, protected 
and preserved by communities.

“In managing the mangrove forests 
effectively, I think that the current for-
ests are taken care of by communities 
and the forests should be managed 
and taken care of by communities. We 
also have to grow more crops on shal-
low coastal areas. When we protect this 
forest, it provides shelter for a variety of 
fish. The cultivation of fishery resources 
is increasing,” Phally said.

Mangrove forest areas in Kampot province’s Teuk Chhou district. Facebook
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Continued from page 1

to comment. But the firm’s 
director, Seng Savy, had previ-
ously told The Post that his 
company would abide by the 
terms and conditions of the 
contract.

Mizuda Group did not respond 
to requests for comment.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability executive 
director San Chey said there 
were two important factors to 
consider in the management 
of the city’s waste services. 

He said the first factor was 
that some households are ful-
filling their obligations while 
some are not in terms of stor-
ing waste properly and paying 
the required fees. 

As for the second factor, Chey 
said the authorities must col-
lect data from all properties. He 
said it was possible that work-
ers fail to collect waste from 
their place, prompting them to 
dispose of waste in public 
place.

“We’ve seen that some hous-
es or Borei [gated residential 
community] are already full of 
people, so the question is why 
they do not dump their rub-
bish at their place and instead 
putting the waste along the 
street. Ask if this is their mis-
take or as systematic mistake. 
This is also a problem that 
needs to be addressed,” he 
said.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE APSARA National 
Authority (ANA) will 
continue to repair 
the northern section 

of Angkor Wat’s moat, with 
the project expected to be fin-
ished in two years. The latest 
restoration work came after 
experts completed archaeo-
logical research and complet-
ed repairs to other areas of the 
pond’s shore.

According to ANA’s Facebook 
page, experts had repaired 56m 
of the moat’s northern shore. 
They also pumped 60,000m3 
of water into the moat to make 
it more attractive.

The ANA confirmed that 
even though some parts have 
already been repaired, it has 
used black nets to prevent 
tourists from taking pic-
tures because work is still in  
progress.

“In 2021, the ANA still needs 
to strengthen the stairs of the 
other three sides of the site 
and excavate the actual dam-
age. The project also needs to 
raise and repair 65m of the 
shore in two years,” the ANA 
confirmed.

Srun Tech, an ANA archae-
ologist and director of the 
moat’s rehabilitation project, 
said research began in 2018, 
but repairs started in 2020.

“The Covid-19 outbreak has 
also prevented visitors to the 
park. However, this provides 
an opportunity for research 
specialists and restorers to 
work more easily,” he said.

Tech explained the preser-

vation of ancient structures. 
The technical team cannot 
be defined as builders. It 
takes a long time to main-
tain the original form of the 
pond and ancient structures. 
He said the working group 
cannot work too quickly, 
regardless of research, tra-
ditional techniques, ancient 
engineering or the use of raw 
materials.

“Before we start work on a 

place, we excavate the land 
to know its original condi-
tion. The area is studied and 
comprehensive details are re-
corded then a plan is made to 
decide how should we restore 
the original structure, which 
is important for conserva-
tion,” he said.

The moat has a history of be-
ing renovated. In 1922, Henry 
Maxzal’s expertise restored 
the northern part of the moat 

to become its shape today.
According to the ANA, the 

structure of the moat is cur-
rently in a state of decay due 
to the sandstone reacting 
strongly with the sun and wa-
ter, causing the sandstone to 
erode and break easily.

Some parts of the moat 
have lost sandstone, which 
causes holes to form and al-
lows water with soil to flow 
into the moat. The ANA 

working group needs to 
study how to fill the gaps to 
prevent the water and soil 
entering.

In 2019, ANA decided to 
drain the water in the north-
ern section of the pond for 
archaeological excavation 
as well as restoration.  For 
800 years, soil levels have 
increased from 60cm to 3m, 
which requires removal of 
soil.

Takeo landgrabbers attempting mountain takeover
Nov Sivutha

KIRI VONG district adminis-
tration in Takeo province has 
set up a committee to identify 
people who have encroached 
on many hectares of land at the 
foot of Chrous Chan Moun-
tain, Tagnil Mountain and 
Kouk Prech Mountain in three 
communes of Ream Andoeuk, 
Kompeng and Kok Prech after 
the provincial administration  
ordered that legal procedures 
be implemented. 

Provincial administration 
director Meas Uy told The 
Post on March 3 that the pro-
vincial administration had 
not yet received information 
on how many hectares have 
been encroached upon, but 
he [said that] he had allowed 
the district administration to 
set up a committee investi-
gating the encroachment.  

Uy said he was made 
aware of the encroachment 
in these communes by a few 
residents, but he did not yet 
know whether it involved any 
provincial officials.

“Previously, there was in-
volvement with an official 
in Kiri Vong district.  The of-
ficial had encroached on the 
land in Ream Andoeuk, but 
the provincial administration 
had solved it by dismissing 
the official from position.  

“Now, if we look at the in-
volvement of officials and it is 
serious [involvement], we will 
send them to court. But if the 

situation is not serious, we 
will [write] a letter warning 
them or [remove] them from 
work,” he said.

Kiri Vong district admin-
istration director Suth Khon 
said on March 3 that this com-
mittee was already set up in 
early March and  was at  work 
already in the communes of 
Ream Andoeuk and Kok Prech 
after the district administra-
tion was told by the provin-
cial administration to identify 
people who are behind the en-
croachment upon state land.

He further said that current-
ly the district administration 
was collaborating with the 
provincial Forestry Adminis-
tration to measure the land 
and demarcate plots clearly. 

But up until now, they had 
not yet counted  the num-
ber of the encroached plots. 

When a working group went  
there to measure it, first they 
identified some individuals 
behind the encroachments 
on forest land, but he de-
clined to reveal the identities 
of those individuals, saying 
he would let the committee 
finish its work first. 

“I cannot tell you their iden-
tities now while we are still 
working on it. I will provide 
a report and when I identify 
them clearly, I will send the re-
port to the provincial admin-
istration to implement legal 
procedures,” he said.

Suth Khon added that the 
provincial hall had given the 
district administration seven 
to 10 days to completely mea-
sure the land and demarcate 
plots in the three communes.  
He said if the district admin-
istration had not yet finished 

the work, then they would re-
quest that the provincial ad-
ministration provide further 
help. 

Kok Prech commune chief 
Chhit Born said on March 3 that 
some residents had encroached 
on a few hectares of state land 
in his commune at the foot of 
Kouk Prech Mountain. 

He said they had sold the 
land to an investment com-
pany which intended to use 
it to grow mangos, but he did 
not sign into the sale.  

He also did not yet know 
whether the company was in-
volved with provincial officials 
because the sale and purchase 
of the land were between the 
company and the residents 
who had sold the property. 

However, he maintained 
that in his commune there was 
a small portion of state land 
that had been encroached 
upon. He said the encroach-
ments were not like those that 
took place in the communes of 
Ream Andoeuk and Kompeng 
at the foot of Chrous Chan 
Mountain, Tagnil Mountain or 
Kouk Prech Mountain. 

“After there was this prob-
lem the district administra-
tion set up a committee along 
with the commune and vil-
lage to identify the individuals 
involved with these land en-
croachments. My commune 
has seen fewer cases of en-
croachment, while the com-
munes of Kompeng   and Ream 
Andoeuk have seen more cas-

es,” he said.
Yun Phally, the coordinator 

for rights group Adhoc in Kam-
pot, Kep and Takeo provinces, 
said whether ordinary or pow-
erful people encroached upon 
state land in these communes, 
the authorities have to identify 

the offenders to bring them to 
justice. 

“At this stage, any one indi-
vidual can encroach upon state 
land to take personal owner-
ship [of it and the] authorities 
should take strict legal action 
against them,” he said.

The northern section of Angkor Wat’s moat undergoing repair and preservation work on March 1. ApsArA nAtionAl Authority

The site of encroachment in Takeo province. FAcebook
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Angkor Wat moat under restoration Call for better 
management 
of rubbish in 
Phnom Penh



Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,760 16,800 16,800 16,700

2 GTI 3,350 3,350 3,350 3,350

3 PAS 13,080 13,120 13,120 12,960

4 PEPC 2,950 2,960 2,960 2,950

5 PPAP 12,320 12,220 12,900 12,220

6 PPSP 1,590 1,590 1,600 1,590

7 PWSA 6,120 6,080 6,360 6,080

Date: March 3, 2021
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Business councils talk Thai trade
May Kunmakara

T
WO Bangkok-based business 
councils have demonstrated their 
commitment to join forces and 
ensure frictionless cross-border 

trade between cambodia and Thailand 
amid tightened border controls imposed in 
the harsh times of the covid-19 pandemic. 

On behalf of the cambodia Business coun-
cil (cBc) which is slated to be launched by 
the cambodian embassy in Bangkok in the 
near future, ambassador Ouk Sorphorn on 
march 1 met a delegation of the Thailand-
cambodia Business council (TcBc) led by 
its chairman chanitr charnchainarong to 
discuss ongoing trade and investment de-
velopment projects for this year.

Sorphorn told The Post that the meet-
ing talked about the economic downturn 
in the wake of the ongoing crisis, the idea 
of vaccine passports and the latest status 
of cambodia-Thai trade and investment.

also on the agenda was the possibil-
ity of opening the chup Koki-Sai Taku 
border checkpoint that links cambo-
dia’s Oddar meanchey province and 
Thailand’s Buriram province in a push 
to propel two-way trade and economic 
cooperation, he said.

“It is beyond question, we’ve indeed been 
hammered in bilateral trade during the 
troubling times of the covid-19 pandemic.

“although the border’s been tightened, 
we won’t ban the import or export of 
goods between the two nations – we’ll only 
stiffen control of people’s movement. as a 
result, our goods exchange will remain but 
with just a slowdown in volume.

“TcBc called for additional trade pro-
motion at the borders between the two 
countries to lift the livelihoods of people 
[in the area].

“We also talked about cooperative ar-
rangements between our two institutions 
and touched on the flow of merchandise 
and how to get more cambodian-made 
products into Thailand, especially at 
Big c supermarkets and 7-Eleven mini-
marts,” Sorphorn said.  

Trade between cambodia and Thai-
land reached $7.236 billion last year, 
tumbling 23.17 per cent from 2019, pri-
marily due to the economic disruption 
of the covid-19 pandemic, according to 
the Thai ministry of commerce.

Statistics show that cambodia ex-
ported $1.148 billion in merchandise to 
Thailand in 2020, down 49.49 per cent 
year-on-year, and imported $6.089 bil-
lion, down 14.80 per cent from 2019.

according to Sorphorn, the cBc will hold 
a virtual business and investment confer-

ence to allure more Thai investors and 
businesspeople to invest in cambodia.

“We laid out plans, the Thai business 
council and the embassy have figured 
out a gameplan to promote commerce 
and modernise trade and investment 
between the two countries to the full-
est extent and woo Thai businesspeople 
and investors to cambodia.

“We already drafted action plans – if we 
cannot carry them out in-person we’ll 
do so virtually. It’ll be like last year, when 
we held an online event in which around 
500 companies participated,” he said.

according to Sorphorn, Thailand is 
among the nine largest investors in 
cambodia, pumping $967.89 million in 
foreign direct investment into the coun-
try between 1994 and the end of the third 
quarter of 2017.

cma members restructure $1.4B in loans
May Kunmakara

FINaNcIaL institutions that are 
members of the cambodia 
microfinance association (cma) 
restructured some $1.397 billion 
in loans for 289,422 borrowers as 
of February 28 since the Nation-
al Bank of cambodia (NBc) on 
march 27 issued a circular on 
loan restructuring during covid-
19, according to cma.

The number of applicants for 
credit restructuring during the 
period reached 307,875, trans-
lating to a 94 per cent approval 
rate, cma data show.

The association has pointed 
out that the number of appli-
cants has remained on a sig-
nificant, encouraging down-
trend and augurs particularly 
well for the finance sector.

NBc’s loan-restructuring 
directive was issued to all banks 

and financial institutions to 
restructure credit for loans in 
four priority sectors – tourism, 
garments, construction, and 
transport and logistics, which 
NBc flagged as the most severe-
ly affected by the pandemic.

The circular aimed to main-
tain financial stability, support 
economic activity and ease the 
burden of debtors facing 
declining revenues during the 
ongoing covid-19 outbreak. 
The directive will be imple-
mented until mid-2021.

Kaing Tongngy, head of cma’s 
communications department, 
told The Post on march 3 that the 
dwindling number of applicants 
for loan restructuring signals a 
decline in covid-19’s strangle-
hold on the financial sector.

“With the recent community 
outbreak, cma expects an 
increase in loan restructure 

requests for the coming 
months because most clients 
pay on a monthly basis.

“While we are waiting to see 
the real impact, we do not 
expect any major shocks as 
those in early mid-2020 
because the bulk of trade and 
business remains despite a 
slower pace.

“People seem to be used to 
such outbreaks and merely go 
about their daily lives while 
being cautious,” he said.

Prasac microfinance Institu-
tion Ltd executive vice-presi-
dent Say Sony noted a declin-
ing trend in loan restructuring 
even amid the February 20 
community transmission.

he said: “The trend is quite in 
tune with the businesses situa-
tion – there were a number of 
exceptional events in 2020 such 
as covid, the floods, as well as 

two big community outbreaks.
“But, this year we started out 

with the February 20 commu-
nity outbreak and we still don’t 
know the [full extent of the] 
impact yet, but we’ll keep close 
tabs on this one. 

“at any rate, there were more 
requests from our clients for a 
first restructuring, not many 
for a second one. But after this 
third outbreak this could see a 
slight increase.”

according to Tongngy, small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(SmE) account for the greater 
part of restructured loans.

“clients who are affected by 
covid-19 can still request for a 
loan restructuring till June 
2021. With the recent commu-
nity outbreak, we expect the 
number of requests to increase 
but not as much as in early 
2020.”

Cambodia-Thai trade reached $7.236 billion last year, down 23.17 per cent from 2019. HENG CHIVOAN

A sharp spike in electricity demand is expected in Thailand with the 
promotion of the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC). B GRIMM POWER

Power a priority to cope 
with Thai EEc demands
ThaILaND’S ministry of Ener-
gy is seeking acceleration of 
new power projects to cope 
with the expected sharp spike 
in electricity demand with the 
promotion of the Eastern Eco-
nomic corridor (EEc).

ministry officials met with 
the EEc Policy committee and 
the National Energy reform 
committee (NErc) late last 
month to plan for energy read-
iness in the EEc, pushing for 
the fourth phase of petroleum 
investment projects.

NErc chairman Pornchai 
rujiprapa revealed that although 
covid-19 would slow down Thai 
industry and investment, the 
latest electricity usage statistics 
showed that the Thai economy 
had recovered. In the industrial 
sector, electricity usage had 
risen to the same level as before 
the covid-19 pandemic, except 
the hotel sector which needed 
more time to recover.

The private sector’s EEc invest-
ment plan would return to normal 
and there was a need to acceler-
ate energy planning to accom-
modate future expansion, he said.

The demand for electricity is 
expected to increase by over 
4,000mW in the next 10 years if 
large infrastructure, such as 
high-speed trains linking three 
airports, the development of 
U-Tapao airport and the East-
ern aviation city, map Ta Phut 
Port Phase III and Laem 
chabang Port Phase III includ-
ing the Eastern Economic cor-
ridor Innovation Zone, the Dig-
ital Industry Promotion and 
Innovation Zone, and several 
new smart cities are completed.

There are also old factories 
that will expand investment 
and factories which will set up 
production bases in the EEc.

a cumulative evaluation of 
investment promotion applica-
tions from the Office of the Board 
of Investment with an invest-
ment value of 300 billion baht 
($9.88 billion) in the EEc shows 

that electricity demand will 
increase by 20,000-30,000mW.

In addition, the government 
has set targets for 2030 when 30 
per cent of car production would 
be electric vehicles (EV), pushing 
up by hundreds of megawatts the 
demand for electricity.

The target industries for the 
EEc are all high-tech indus-
tries including the charging of 
electricity for EVs, which 
require high-efficiency elec-
tricity. clusters of electricity or 
power outages could damage 
factories and high-tech indus-
tries. Stability and quality of 
power are the priorities for 
investors, the ministry said.

Setting up a new power plant 
would take at least five years of 
planning, design and construc-
tion, while building a dam to 
generate electricity would take 
seven-to-eight years. around 
30 per cent of Thailand’s cur-
rent reserve power is sufficient 
to support the expansion of the 
Thai economy until 2026-2027, 
when electricity reserves would 
fall to 15-16 per cent, which is 
a very high risk for electricity 
stability and quality, the minis-
try said. Therefore, planning 
and finalisation must be accel-
erated and completed by 2021 
in order to build new power 
plants in time.

Pornchai said: “In the next 
four to five years, old power 
plants will need to be removed 
from the 4,000-5,000mW sys-
tem, with the expanding econ-
omy increasing demand for 
electricity. Therefore, all parties 
have to accelerate the planning 
of sufficient power generation 
capacity, so as to not affect 
investor confidence.”

Energy plans in the EEc offer 
renewable energy markets. 
many factories may want to use 
electricity from renewable 
sources, such as wind, solar and 
water, to protect the environ-
ment, he said. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Thou Vireak

THE Southeast Asian tea brand 
Tealive is set for a debut on the Cam-
bodian market with 25 outlets 
planned over the next five years, 
Malaysian government news agency 
Bernama said on March 3.

Malaysia’s Loob Holding Sdn Bhd 
(LHSB) has penned a master fran-
chise agreement with the Kingdom’s 
HSC Group.

The company said the Kingdom 
would be its eighth market after 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Bru-
nei, the Philippines, Australia and the 
UK, according to Bernama.  

LHSB founder and CEO Bryan Loo 
said HSC Group was an ideal partner 
for the Tealive brand, remarking on the 

group’s portfolio of international brands 
in the food and beverage industry.

“On our part, we’re bringing in the 
latest Tealive 3.0 format that meets new 
normal requirements and more, like 
contactless ordering and payment, 
drive-through and drive-in models, 
coupled up with the full range of Tealive 
Eats snacks,” he was quoted as saying.

At more than 3,000 square feet 
(280sqm) and boasting dine-in facil-
ities and a live entertainment section, 
LHSB said the first Cambodian outlet 
would be set up in the capital.

HSC Group owner Sok Hong said 
more Cambodians are now willing to 
take the leap into modern tea culture.

While many international brands 
have made their way into the King-
dom over the years, the market 

remains nascent, he said.
“We’re both proud and excited to 

introduce Tealive to Cambodians as the 
brand’s positioning of affordable luxury 
and innovative products are exactly 
what young Cambodians want.

“With HSC’s local experience, we make 
a great team to bring this leading lifestyle 
tea brand for Cambodians to enjoy,” 
Hong said, as reported by Bernama.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
(CCC) vice-president Lim Heng pre-
viously said investors’ interest in 
bringing well-known foreign brands 
to Cambodia reflects their confidence 
in the Kingdom in terms of political 
stability and economic viability.

This, he said, is because investors 
study a country’s investment poten-
tial, domestic purchasing power and 

the macroeconomic situation at 
length before introducing well-
known brands.

He said the CCC regularly adver-
tises at international events to entice 
more famous brands to open shop in 
Cambodia.

“Having more franchise companies 
is an indication of how well-off a 
country is, in both political and eco-
nomic terms,” Heng said, adding that 
the presence of franchises in turn 
draws in larger clusters of investors.

HSC Group currently manages 
international food and beverage 
brands such as Burger King, Paris 
Baguette, Crystal Jade Restaurant, 
100 Plus and others in the Kingdom, 
in addition to cosmetics and retail 
brands.

Business
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Agri-exports surge 55% in Jan-Feb
Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA exported 
a total of 1,599,922.37 
tonnes of major 
non-mil led-r ice 

agricultural products in the 
first two months of this year, 
an increase of 569,493.88 
tonnes or 55.27 per cent com-
pared to the same period in 
2020, according to Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

The ministry listed 43 such 
products on the roster of ex-
ports, which were sold to 25 
countries and territories.

Cassava chips, fresh cas-
sava and paddy weighed in 
at 802,451.56 tonnes, 154,750 
tonnes and 287,850 tonnes, 
Sakhon said, noting that 
559,033 tonnes of these three 
products did not pass through 
phytosanitary control posts.

Cashew nuts, red corn ker-
nels, fresh bananas, fresh 
mangoes, fresh chillies, palm 
oil and rice bran reached 
79,473.51 tonnes, 78,856.14 
tonnes, 75,645.57 tonnes, 
43,680 tonnes, 32,417.12 
tonnes, 7,176.69 tonnes and 
6,250 tonnes, the minister said.

The remaining 33 oth-
er products clocked in at 
31,371.25 tonnes, he added.

In Lai Huot, owner of the 
Madam Huot cashew nut 
processing cottage industry 
in southwestern Kampong 
Thom province’s Kampong 
Svay district, said that with 
a stronger market for ca-
shew nuts than last year, her 

business has increased its 
workforce to 80 to ramp up 
production and ensure that 
orders are met.

She struck a deal with Top 
Planning Japan Co Ltd last 
year to supply the company 
with finished cashews. Ac-
cording to the plan, Madam 
Huot must produce 90 tonnes 
of kernels, which will weigh 
15 tonnes when processed.

“We agreed to sell ca-
shew nuts to this Japanese 
company for $13 per kilo-
gramme. I’m glad it bought 
cashews from the commu-

nity and created jobs for the 
locals,” Lai Huot said.

While 43,680 tonnes of fresh 
mangoes were exported in the 
first two months of this year, 
their price is falling sharply 
due to a lack of market. The 
ministry is pushing growers 
to register their plantations as 
orchards for export to China.

Mong Reththy, board chair-
man of agro-industrial con-
glomerate Mong Reththy 
Group Co Ltd, which invests 
in the cultivation and export 
of mangoes, wrote on his offi-
cial Facebook page on Febru-

ary 27 that the Covid-19 crisis 
had led to a sharp drop in the 
price of fresh mangoes.

He said his 50,000 Keo 
Romiet mango trees in the 
Mong Rithy Sen Chey agro-
tourism development resort 
produce about 300 tonnes 
each year, or just 6kg per tree.

“[We] collected Keo Romi-
et mangoes for the animals 
to feed on this time around, 
whereas we’d previously ex-
port them to the EU. It’s all 
down to the Covid-19 crisis 
– prices have tumbled since 
there are no buyers at all. 

And now my animals can’t 
even eat it all, there’s just so 
much of it,” Reththy said.

Late last month, the min-
istry’s General Directorate 
of Agriculture said it had 
submitted a list of 25 mango 
farms and three treatment 
facilities to the Chinese 
General Administration of 
Customs for sanitary and 
phytosanitary inspections.

This came after the farms 
and treatment facilities 
passed an initial check from 
inspectors from the director-
ate and as the government 
prepares for the first com-
mercial shipment of fresh 
Cambodian mangoes of the 
ubiquitous Keo Romiet vari-
ety following three trial ship-
ments to China via Vietnam 
at the start of December.

This was the second such 
list after the first on February 
12, and brings the total to 30 
farms and four treatment fa-
cilities, said the directorate, 
adding that approval would 
result in the Chinese side 
granting export permits for 
fresh mango.

Cambodia exported 8.55 
million tonnes of six major 
cash crops, through for-
mal and informal channels, 
worth more than $2.32 bil-
lion last year as of December 
15, according to Sakhon.

In a December 24 post on 
his official Facebook page, the 
minister listed the crops as 
cassava, cashew nuts, man-
goes, yellow bananas, pep-
percorn and Pailin longan.

US to impose 
anti-dumping  
duties on 
18 countries
THE US Department of Commerce 
is preparing to tax aluminium sheet 
exporters from 18 countries after 
determining on March 2 that they 
had benefited from subsidies and 
dumping.

The US International Trade Com-
mission (ITC), an independent body, 
must approve the final decision by 
April 15 to impose anti-dumping or 
countervailing duties, a department 
statement said.

The investigation, launched under 
Donald Trump’s administration, had 
been requested by nearly a dozen US 
aluminium alloy manufacturers, 
including Arconic and Aleris Rolled 
products, which felt they were being 
harmed by competing imports at 
lower prices.

President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion determined that imports from 
Germany in particular ($287 million 
in 2019) benefited from dumping 
ranging from 40 to 242 per cent.

The same is true for aluminium 
alloy sheets from Bahrain ($241 mil-
lion), which the administration said 
benefited from pricing below the cost 
of production or the local market of 
83 per cent.

Imports from India ($123 million in 
2019) have benefited from subsidies 
for 35 to 89 per cent, according to the 
US investigation.

In October, the Trump administra-
tion indicated that it had already 
begun to levy preliminary duties in 
the investigation.

The other countries concerned are 
Brazil, Croatia, Egypt, Greece, Indo-
nesia, Oman, Romania, Serbia, Slov-
enia, South Africa, South Korea, 
Spain, Taiwan and Turkey.

“If the ITC makes affirmative final 
injury determinations, Commerce 
will issue AD or CVD orders,” the 
department said in the statement, 
referring to anti-dumping or coun-
tervailing duties orders.

According to the statement, 559 
orders on various imports are cur-
rently in effect to “provide relief to 
American companies and industries 
impacted by unfair trade”.

“Foreign companies that price 
their products in the US market 
below the cost of production or 
below prices in their home markets 
are subject to AD duties.

“Foreign companies that receive 
unfair subsidies from their govern-
ments, such as grants, loans, equity 
infusions, tax breaks, or production 
inputs, are subject to CVD duties 
aimed at directly countering those 
subsidies,” the statement said. AFP

The Kingdom exported 79.473.51 tonnes of cashew nuts in January-February. HONG MENEA

The price of crude oil has been 
rebounding since this Monday after 
the US House of Representatives 
passed a $1.9 trillion covid-19 relief 
package early last Saturday. However, 
there are other major fundamentals 
behind the price of oil’s bullish trend. 

On Friday last week, the crude oil 
price reached $63.82 per barrel – the 
highest since January – and had 
been trading on an upward trend, 
with average daily price movements 
of around $2.10.

This week, investors will be 

focusing on this Friday’s US 
employment report – with the 
jobless rate expected to have further 
increased in February – and the 
results of the OPEc Joint Ministerial 
Monitoring committee (JMMc) 
meetings the day before. 

According to forexfactory.com, 
representatives from the 13 OPEc 
members and 11 other oil-rich 
nations will meet to discuss energy 
markets and – more importantly – 
agree on how much to produce. 

Bank of America also released 
a statement on Thursday last week 
expecting an increase in the oil price. 

The bank said OPEc+ may decide 
to now reverse its production cuts, 

causing the oil price to move above 
$60 per barrel. 

However, it added that a slow 
return of US shale to international 
markets may lead to an extension 
of the production cut agreement to 
ensure prices remain higher. 

Therefore, the outcome of the 
JMMc meeting is crucial for the 
future direction of oil prices.  

“If the combined [OPEc+] 
increase does not exceed 500,000 
barrels a day, that will be bullish 
for prices,” said one analyst at 
Singapore’s OcBc Bank. 

The further cutting of production 
could lift the price to $70 per barrel 
in the second quarter of this year.  

On the technical side, oil prices 
could be moving in a daily range of 
between $60 to $63.70 per barrel.

For the trading recommendation, 
traders should buy oil at $60 per 
barrel, setting the take-profit function 
at $63.50 per barrel and the stop-loss 
function at $57.60 per barrel. 

The price of $65 per barrel could 
be the next target for the oil price to 
test this week. 
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Outcome of OPEC meetings ‘crucial’ to crude prices

Golden FX Link business manager Chhea Chhayheng.

SE Asian tea brand to make Cambodia debut
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Property

S’ville real estate cautiously forges on
Hin Pisei

E
VEN with a flurry of 
road infrastructure 
projects nearing com-
pletion, Sihanoukville’s 

real estate market belies the 
promise of robust growth that 
2018 brought for the once-
sleepy coastal town, according 
to observers in the Kingdom.

In late 2019, the govern-
ment allocated $300 million 
from the national budget to 
build 34 roads and for other 
infrastructure projects in 
Preah Sihanouk province.

The move aimed to trans-
form its provincial capital Si-
hanoukville and surrounding 
areas into a multi-purpose 
model special economic zone 
and a sustainable pole of na-
tional development that will 
allure more tourists and fresh 
investment from abroad.

Oem Senghou, a branch 
manager at Sihanoukville-based 
century 21 Zillion holding, 
a sub-franchise of real estate 
agency century 21 cambodia, 
told The Post on march 3 that the 
province’s real estate sector had 
begun to exhibit small growth 
spurts since the end of last year.

This, however, followed a 
tumultuous period of sharp 
declines in property transac-
tions and rentals in Preah Sih-
anouk after hordes of chinese 
tourists and investors quit the 
province following a nation-
wide government ban on on-
line gambling. The arrival of 
covid-19 only compounded 

the sector’s woes, he said.
But early-year growth am-

bitions were quashed by the 
February 20 community trans-
mission, plunging the market 
to new lows, he said, stressing 
that economic activity in the 
“nearly paralysed” rental seg-
ment has more than halved.

The latest transmission “is 
having a number of repercus-
sions for the real estate market 
in Preah Sihanouk, especially 
the rental market, which has 
been pushed to deadlock af-
ter authorities identified a se-
ries of positive cases of covid-
19”, Senghou said.

“If the number of covid-19 
cases detected in Preah Siha-
nouk continues to increase, 
the market will continue its 
decline,” he said.

according to Senghou, 
per-sqm land prices in Siha-
noukville range from $1,800-
3,500 in commercial areas, 
$250-300 in more remote 
suburbs and $500-700 in ar-
eas adjacent to main roads.

These rates are 20-30 per 
cent lower than they were 
when the province’s real es-
tate sector peaked in 2018-
2019, he said.

But in a fit of optimism, 

Senghou added: “after the 
construction of the infra-
structure is complete and 
covid-19 is completely under 
control, I think the market 
will start its recovery process 
to pre-2020 levels.”

Keller Williams (KW) Sen 
Sok regional operation prin-
cipal Sam Soknoeun claimed 
that property prices in the 
town’s prime locations can 
reach more than $4,000 per 
sqm when the provincial real 
estate market is at its hottest.

Nonetheless, prices in 
more remote suburbs remain 
at $100-300, he said.

Even with the government 
busy building a series of 
roads, the effects of covid-19 
on the real estate sector can-
not be mitigated so easily, he 
pointed out.

“real estate can only make a 
significant recovery if covid-19 
is controlled 100 per cent effec-
tively and the roads are ready. 
however, property prices will 
no longer see such leaps – and 
that’s because in Preah Siha-
nouk province they are already 
astronomical,” Soknoeun said.

On February 22, Local de-
veloper 5Lh Lorn city Devel-
opment co Ltd’s (Lorn city 
Group) $100 million residential 
project broke ground in Preah 
Sihanouk to meet the growing 
housing demand in the prov-
ince, the provincial administra-
tion said in the press release.

Tol Lorn, founder of Borey 
Lorn city II Sihanoukville, 
said the project will be built 
on 66ha in Prey Nop district’s 
Bit Traing commune.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence on June 9, provincial gov-
ernor Kuoch chamroeun said 
that as of may, the province 
has attracted nearly $4 billion 
in investment projects since 
1994, with just 20 companies 
having developed projects on 
a cumulative 11,637ha on the 
province’s beaches and islands 
with total capital investment 
of $3.9 billion.

he said an additional 60 
companies had unveiled plans 
to invest a total of $10.74 bil-
lion in hotels and tourism.

In Indonesia, 
gov’t sets tax 
cuts for new 
homes, cars

Vietnam’s hcmc reviews all housing projects

ThE Indonesian government has 
temporarily cut the value-added tax 
(PPN) on new homes and the luxury 
tax (PPnBm) on new car purchases 
in a bid to boost consumer spending.

coordinating minister for Eco-
nomic affairs airlangga hartarto 
on march 1 said the tax cuts were 
expected to add between 0.9 and 
one percentage point to the coun-
try’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth this year by reviving 
the real estate, construction and 
automotive sectors, all of which 
are labour-intensive industries.

“These incentives, of course, 
cannot be separated from the peo-
ple’s confidence in the vaccine and 
covid-19 containment efforts as 
the keys to recovery,” he said dur-
ing a joint press conference with 
the public works and housing; 
finance; and industry ministers.

Indonesia officially began its vac-
cination programme on January 13 
with President Joko “Jokowi” Wido-
do taking the very first jab. The gov-
ernment planned to have vacci-
nated 1.5 million health workers by 
February, 38.5 million senior citi-
zens by may and 141.3 million 
other citizens by march 2022.

minister of Finance Sri mulyani 
Indrawati on monday 1 said the 
government needed to allocate five 
trillion rupiah ($349 million) for the 
PPN cut and 2.99 trillion rupiah for 
the PPnBm cut. The tax cuts are 
part of the 58.46 trillion rupiah 
National Economic recovery budg-
et for business incentives.

“We’re supporting the lower-
income group through social aid 
and we’re supporting the middle-
income group through incentives 
in these sectors. This is a model 
that we are using to try to revive 
household spending,” said Sri 
mulyani, whose ministry recent-
ly issued two regulations to 
implement the tax incentives.

Finance ministry regulation No 
21/2021 will cut the PPN for land-
ed houses and low-cost apart-
ments purchased between march 
1 and august 31. The tax will be cut 
100 per cent for houses priced 
below two billion rupiah and 50 
per cent for houses priced between 
two and five billion rupiah.

The regulation caps the incen-
tive to one house per citizen and 
forbids owners from reselling the 
houses within a year of purchase.

“This has been done to encour-
age the sales of houses that were 
built by developers last year and 
this year but which have not yet 
been absorbed by the market,” said 
minister of Public Works and hous-
ing Basuki hadimuljono, adding 
that around 27,000 such houses 
were eligible for the tax cut.

however, Indonesian consum-
er Foundation (YLKI) head Tulus 
abadi said that such incentives 
might not revive consumer 
spending or even be attractive to 
potential purchasers.

“One of the most common com-
plaints from consumers regarding 
housing is about quality. Some 
developers will reduce the quality 
of a subsidised home, for example. 
So, it is important to monitor the 
implementation of this incentive in 
the future,” he told The Jakarta Post 
in a phone interview on march 1. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

ThE chairman of the ho chi minh city 
(hcmc) People committee has 
pledged to review all housing projects 
in the city and work out solutions to 
create a “more transparent, fair and 
competitive business environment”.

Speaking at an annual meeting with 
the hcmc real Estate association 
(horEa) on February 27, Nguyen 
Thanh Phong said the city would work 
with agencies to address delays in “the 
issuance of investment policy approv-
al for developers and ownership cer-
tificates for homebuyers”.

horEa chairman Le hoang chau said 
that over the past years, the association 
has submitted numerous petitions and 
proposals to the government and local 
authorities to resolve problems related 
to investment and construction.

Businesses have frequently peti-
tioned the People’s committee to 
speed up procedures for investment 
approval for commercial housing 
projects, he added.

Last year alone, 61 commercial 
housing projects were delayed because 
the land they were allotted was a mix 
of plots with various purposes and 
uses, he said.

“a number of projects being built on 
public lands were halted and are being 
reviewed for compliance,” chau added.

according to a report from the 
Department of construction, proce-
dures for investment approval of com-
mercial housing projects take up to 247 
working days, or 50 weeks, excluding 
14 public holidays, which is too long.

The association has also urged city 
authorities to speed up the issuance 
of home ownership certificates for 

more than 30,402 housing units in 163 
projects in the city.

he said: “The Department of Natural 
resources and Environment needs to 
work with the Department of Finance, 
the city Land Price appraisal council 
and other agencies to determine land-
use fees for the housing projects to 
speed up the process.

“Priority should be given to home-
ownership certificates for homebuyers 
who have fulfilled their obligations 
under the housing purchase contract.”

a number of apartment buildings 
have been built in violation of approved 
plans and designs in the city, delaying 
the issuance of land-use and home 
ownership certificates, according to the 
Department of construction.

many developers have even mort-
gaged their buildings to get loans for 
other projects, meaning buyers have 
been unable to get ownership certifi-
cates, it said.

recently, city authorities issued 
guidelines to speed up the issuance of 
land-use and home ownership cer-
tificates to buyers to prevent disputes 
with housing developers.

They divided apartment projects 
into two categories related to collec-
tion of land-use fees and issuance of 
ownership certificates.

For apartments within a compound, 
the entire project area is identified as 
“residential land” and is subject to 
fees for issuance of certificates for 
land-use rights, house ownership 

and other land-related assets.
For those without compounds that 

come with public areas such as parks, 
schools, hospitals, and main roads 
connecting to public roads outside the 
apartment building, only the area of 
land used for apartment construction 
is considered “residential land”.

For public areas, the city will organ-
ise bids to select investors.

The construction of technical works 
such as electricity and water supply, 
drainage, lighting and telecommuni-
cations systems must be done by the 
developer and handed over to the city. 
No land-use fees will be collected.

The Department of Natural resourc-
es and Environment has been assigned 
to work with the departments of plan-
ning and architecture, construction, 
and other agencies to classify land are-
as in each project (both already com-
pleted and upcoming) subject to fees 
for issuance of ownership certificates.

The Department of construction 
will be responsible for monitoring 
compliance with construction norms 
and penalising violators.

The city has ordered agencies to care-
fully review investors’ financial capac-
ity before licensing projects. Investors 
found to have committed violations 
must be severely sanctioned.

There are 15,000 real estate firms 
operating in the city.

Experts attributed the challenges 
facing businesses to inconsistent reg-
ulations on housing and land invest-
ment. hundreds of housing projects 
are under inspection for legal proce-
dures, delaying their progress. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Sihanoukville’s real estate market belies the promise of robust growth that 2018 brought for the once-sleepy 
coastal town. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

City authorities are reviewing all housing projects to create a ‘more transparent, fair and 
competitive business environment’. PIXABAY
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a top aide of Kremlin critic 
alexei Navalny called for 
sanctions on top russian oli-
garchs in an interview with 
aFp, as the US followed the 
EU in imposing sanctions on 
some officials.

Leonid Volkov also said 
Navalny’s anti-corruption 
movement was hoping to un-
seat “at least 60 to 70” depu-
ties from president Vladimir 
putin’s United russia party in 

elections this year.
the aide, who runs Na-

valny’s political campaign 
across russia, said EU sanc-
tions against four russian of-
ficials involved in Navalny’s 
detention were a “good step 
forward”, but “not enough”.

Washington on march 2 
also adopted sanctions on 
seven government officials, 
signalling a harder line from 
US president Joe Biden.

But, speaking in his of-
fice in the Lithuanian capital 
Vilnius, Volkov said: “What 
would really create leverage 
against putin would be sanc-
tioning the close circle of his 
oligarchs.”

Volkov said he was “very dis-
appointed” by remarks from 
EU foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell about sanctions being 
targeted at people “directly 
connected” to Navalny’s arrest, 
arguing that oligarchs close to 
putin were also linked.

“there is such a clear con-
nection and we will do our 
best to convince European 
politicians that such a con-
nection exists.

“But still, even if only those 
four people are on the list, it’s 
a very important first step,” 
said Volkov, who is currently 
wanted in russia and its for-
mer Soviet allies on charges of 
encouraging minors to attend 
pro-Navalny demonstrations.

Volkov said key figures close 
to putin who were not on the 
EU sanctions list “will defi-
nitely feel very vulnerable”.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
peskov on march 2 brushed 

off the sanctions, saying 
that “such a policy does not 
achieve its goals”.

Navalny was jailed in Janu-
ary after returning to mos-
cow from Germany, where 
he had spent months recov-
ering from a poisoning with 
a banned nerve agent he 
blames on putin.

the Kremlin denies it was 
behind the attack.

the imprisonment of pu-
tin’s best-known opponent 
sparked nationwide protests 
that saw thousands of dem-
onstrators detained and trig-
gered calls in the West for Na-
valny’s release.

the 44-year-old campaign-
er was reportedly transferred 
to a penal colony some 100km 
east of moscow last week to 
serve out his sentence of two 
and a half years.

Volkov said Navalny’s cam-
paign would try to field its own 
candidates in elections in Sep-
tember but, failing that, would 
call for “smart voting” in fa-
vour of other candidates to try 
to oust lawmakers from the 
ruling United russia party.

“We expect that we will be 

able to unseat at least 60 to 
70 incumbent United rus-
sia members of the Duma . . . 
which will be a major blow 
for them,” he said, adding 
that the aim was to “cause 
as much political damage to 
United russia as possible”.

Volkov said the elections were 
“crucial” because the next par-
liament will be in power dur-
ing the 2024 presidential elec-
tion when putin will have to 
consider whether to run again 
and extend his more than two 
decades in power.

Despite a wave of arrests 
against organisers of Na-
valny’s anti-corruption cam-
paign, Volkov said they would 
be able to increase the num-
ber of regional offices to 45 
from 37 currently.

asked about amnesty Inter-
national’s decision last month 
to strip Navalny of “prisoner 
of conscience” status because 
of his past ultra-nationalist 
views, Volkov said the re-
spected human rights group 
had been “manipulated by 
Kremlin propaganda”.

“It has been weaponised by 
putin,” he said. afp

US top diplomat Blinken talks with 
Guaido about ‘pressure’ on maduro

Navalny aide urges sanctions on russian oligarchs

UN security 
council set 
to meet on 
Ethiopia’s 
tigray areaU

S top diplomat antony 
Blinken on march 2 spoke 
with Venezuelan opposi-
tion leader Juan Guaido, 

whom Washington recognises as in-
terim president, and proposed work-
ing with allies to increase “multilateral 
pressure” against leftist leader Nicolas 
maduro.

State department spokesman Ned 
price said in a statement: “Secretary 
of State antony J Blinken spoke with 
Venezuelan Interim president Juan 
Guaido today. Secretary Blinken 
stressed the importance of a return to 
democracy in Venezuela through free 
and fair elections.”

the two spoke via video call.
Blinken called for “efforts to work 

with likeminded allies” such as the 
EU, the organisation of american 
States and initiatives such as the Lima 
Group to “increase multilateral pres-
sure” for a “peaceful, democratic tran-
sition” in the South american country, 
the statement said.

maduro, whose 2018 re-election has 
been deemed fraudulent by the White 
house, said after president Joe Biden’s 
inauguration that he wanted to forge 
a “new path” with the US.

relations between Washington and 
caracas were tense under former 
president Donald trump, who im-
posed crippling sanctions on Venezu-
ela and its state oil company petroleos 
de Venezuela Sa (pDVSa) in an effort 
to force socialist maduro from power.

Venezuela’s economic crisis has 
caused more than five million people 
to flee the country.

Blinken “committed to continued 
US support” in his call with Guaido, 
price’s statement said.

Guaido, according to a statement from 

his office, told Blinken he was commit-
ted to the US and other allies in seeking 
political solutions while increasing hu-
manitarian assistance to Venezuela.

the statement said: “they agreed to 
work with the international commu-
nity to achieve free, fair and transpar-
ent presidential and parliamentary 
elections.”

Before taking office in January, 
Blinken called maduro a “dictator” 

and said he would continue trump’s 
policy of recognising Guaido as the 
interim president.

Guaido declared himself Venezuela’s 
leader in 2019, rooting his legitimacy 
in his role as speaker of the opposi-
tion-led National assembly. his claim 
has been recognised by more than 50 
countries, including the US.

control of the legislative body has 
since been won by maduro’s forces 

in December 2020 elections interna-
tionally considered rigged.

the US state department also praised 
El Salvador on march 2 for holding 
“successful” legislative and municipal 
elections. parties allied with president 
Nayib Bukele were victorious.

Washington called on “all parties to 
work together to resolve any remaining 
concerns about this election peaceful-
ly”, price said in a statement. afp

thE UN Security council will 
meet on march 4 to discuss 
the humanitarian situation in 
Ethiopia’s tigray region, dip-
lomats said on march 2.

the meeting, requested by 
Ireland, will be held behind 
closed doors at midday and is 
not guaranteed to lead to the 
adoption of a joint statement, 
the diplomats said.

the council’s last meeting on 
tigray was held February 2 to 
call for more humanitarian ac-
cess. african council members, 
however, had rejected in ad-
vance the idea of a joint text.

Several other council mem-
bers joined Ireland’s request 
for a meeting, one diplomat 
said on condition of anonym-
ity. Estonia, France, Norway, 
Britain and the US also called 
on march 2 for an internation-
al investigation into reported 
atrocities committed in tigray.

Since the launch in early 
November of an Ethiopian 
military operation in tigray, 
the council has held few meet-
ings on the issue, undermined 
by divisions between african 
members – who see it as an 
internal matter – and Western 
members, for whom the hu-
manitarian situation and influx 
of refugees in neighbouring 
countries require the involve-
ment of the body charged with 
world peace and security.

an initial closed-door meeting 
was held on November 24, and 
a second closed-door session 
came on December 14 ahead of 
the February 2 meeting. Neither 
produced a joint declaration.

the UN announced it had 
reached several agreements 
with the Ethiopian authori-
ties guaranteeing in principle 
full access to the entire coun-
try. these agreements have 
yet to be realised.

on march 2, UN spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said “au-
thorisations for needs assess-
ments missions are still pend-
ing with the authorities”.

he said during his daily press 
briefing: “hundreds of thou-
sands of people affected [by 
fighting] have not been reached, 
particularly in the rural areas of 
tigray . . . more than 80 aid work-
ers have received clearances to 
go to tigray, but the permits are 
for short missions.

“Despite the challenges, 
humanitarians on the ground 
are working to increase the 
response, with some progress 
made, especially on food as-
sistance in the main cities.”

NGos have called since the 
start of this year for the coun-
cil to hold a public session 
followed by a resolution call-
ing for an end to the obstruc-
tion of aid and an immediate 
investigation into alleged war 
crimes committed in Ethio-
pia’s dissident region. afp

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a news conference at the State Department in Washington, DC on February 26. pOOL/afp

Leonid Volkov, Chief of Staff of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, 
speaks during an interview in Lithuanian capital Vilnius on Tuesday. afp



A
SEAN foreign min-
isters on March 2 
urged the Myanmar 
military to desist 

from violence and respect the 
will of the Myanmar people, as 
the regime continued crack-
ing down on protests against 
the February 1 coup.

The messages were con-
veyed during the informal 
ASEAN foreign ministers 
meeting March 2, which was 
attended by Wunna Maung 
Lwin, the top envoy appoint-
ed by Myanmar’s military re-
gime after the coup. The on-
line meeting came two days 
after security forces killed at 
least 18 people in the bloodi-
est crackdown yet on swelling 
protests nationwide.

Singaporean Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan told the media 
after the meeting: “ASEAN 
wants to continue to engage, 
and to be helpful and to be 
constructive wherever pos-
sible. But ultimately, the so-
lution lies within Myanmar 
itself.

“The only way you’re going 
to get a long-term sustainable 

viable solution is for national 
reconciliation to occur, and, 
in particular, we call for the 
release of President Win My-
int and State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi and the other po-
litical detainees.”

Both are currently detained 
incommunicado pending 
court trials.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong called the 
crisis in Myanmar “tragic” 
but remained hopeful that 
wisdom would prevail.

He told the BBC in an inter-
view: “I think sense can still 
eventually prevail. It may take 
quite a long time, but it can 
happen.”

He added that using lethal 
force against unarmed dem-
onstrators was not acceptable. 
“If [the Myanmar population] 
decide that the government is 
not on their side, I think the 
government has a very big 
problem,” Lee said.

Dr Balakrishnan stressed 
that Singapore has not recogn-
ised the regime as Myanmar’s 
government, but recognises 
that the country’s Constitu-
tion provides for a special role 

for the military. This includes 
reserving a quarter of all seats 
in Parliament and control of 
key ministries.

ASEAN, which operates by 
consensus, has shied away 
from condemning the coup 
in its member state Myan-
mar, unlike the US and other 
Western countries.

This, and the recent shuttle 
diplomacy of Indonesian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Retno 
Marsudi, has kept the door 
open to talks with the junta.

Analysts point out that the 
10-nation bloc cannot afford 
to sit back because Myanmar’s 
political crisis threatens the 
bloc’s partnerships with larger 
powers that have taken strong 
positions against the coup.

Reflecting this nuanced po-
sition, Dr Balakrishnan called 
the meeting “an opportunity 
for nine of us to listen to the 
representative of the military 
authorities from Myanmar”, 
instead of a meeting between 
10 foreign ministers.

Retno said ASEAN is ready 
to facilitate dialogue when 
required. But “ASEAN’s hopes 
and well-meaning intentions 

to help will not materialise if 
Myanmar does not open its 
doors to ASEAN”, she said.

The Tatmadaw (as the mili-
tary is called) – which ruled 
the country for some five de-
cades before 2011 – alleges 
that the November 8 election 
that gave Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy party 
its second sweeping victory 
is fraudulent. It promises to 
hold another poll after the 
one-year state of emergency.

Since seizing power on Feb-
ruary 1, commander-in-chief 
Min Aung Hlaing has tried to 
stamp the junta’s authority, 
only to meet with fierce pro-
tests that the authorities have 
cracked down on.

Dr Balakrishan said: “It is 
not yet too late. They are at the 
abyss of violence, which will 
be of terrible consequences 
for Myanmar and indeed for 
our region.

“It is not yet too late, and 
hence the plea for them to 
desist from this violent re-
pression of the popular un-
rest that has resulted from the 
coup.” THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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ASEAN urges Myanmar to end 
violence, seek reconciliation

Southeast VN speeds up 
major transport projects 
to ameliorate congestion

Protesters react, with one letting off a fire extinguisher, as tear gas is fired by police during a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on 
Tuesday. STR/AFP

Laos gov’t eyes graduation from LDC status in 2026

VIETNAM’S Ministry of Trans-
port has urged localities in the 
southeast region to speed up 
major transport projects by 
diversifying the sources of cap-
ital over the next five years.

Speaking at a recent online 
meeting, Minister of Transport 
Nguyen Van The said: “A lack of 
regional connectivity and over-
loaded roads at major gateways 
remains an issue in the region.”

The has urged localities in the 
region to speed up implemen-
tation of major projects in the 
region in the 2021-2025 period, 
with priority given to the 
expansion of the Ho Chi Minh 
City- (HCMC) Long Thanh-Dau 
Giay expressway, and construc-
tion of the Ben Luc-Long Thanh 
expressway, Bien Hoa-Vung 
Tau expressway, HCMC-Moc 
Bai, and Ring Roads 2 and 3. 

Other projects include con-
struction of the Long Thanh-
Thu Thiem light railway con-
necting HCMC to the new Long 
Thanh airport, and the expan-
sion of Provincial Road 25C from 
HCMC to Dong Nai province. 

Recently, Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc approved 
the ministry’s proposal to give 
HCMC the authority to approve 
investment decisions for the 
HCMC-Moc Bai Expressway.

The 53.5km-long expressway 
will link Ring Road No 3 in 
HCMC’s Hoc Mon district with 
Moc Bai International Border 
Gate between Vietnam and 
Cambodia in Tay Ninh prov-
ince.

The expressway project will 
be divided into two investment 
phases. Its total capital is esti-
mated at nearly 13.6 trillion 
dong ($586.8 million), including 
cost for site clearance sourced 
from the state budget.

The first stage will cost 10.7 tril-
lion dong under a public-private 
partnership investment. 

Construction is expected to be 
completed by 2025 with at least 
four lanes, and will be expanded 
to six or eight lanes by 2045.

The HCMC Department of 
Transport has asked the Min-
istry of Planning and Invest-
ment to allocate 3.281 trillion 
dong in the 2021-2025 period 
to widen the HCMC-Long 
Thanh-Dau Giay Expressway 
and its surrounding roads.

My Thuan Project Manage-
ment Board director Tran Van 
Thi said expansion of the 
expressway was urgently 

needed to ease overloading, 
especially when the Long 
Thanh international airport 
opens at the end of 2025.

He said that a 24km section 
of the expressway, connecting 
HCMC with Long Thanh inter-
national airport, should be 
implemented first.

He also asked the transport 
and planning ministries to 
allocate medium-term capital 
sources for the 2021-2025 peri-
od with priority given to the use 
of state budget or from official 
development assistance (ODA).

The southeast region, which 
accounts for 40 per cent of the 
country’s total budget revenue 
and 38 per cent gross domestic 
product (GDP), is the focal 
economic region in Vietnam, 
according to The.

It includes HCMC and Ba Ria-
Vung Tau, Binh Duong, Binh 
Phuoc, Dong Nai and Tay Ninh 
provinces. However, the region’s 
transport structure is far below 
the needs of its economic and 
social growth potential.

There are only two express-
ways in the region – the 
HCMC-Long Thanh-Dau Giay 
and HCMC-Trung Luong.

Road transport plays a key 
role in the region, serving 
about 80 per cent of all freight 
transport from the provinces 
in the region to HCMC, caus-
ing serious congestion on 
HCMC-Trung Luong Express-
way and National Road 51.

The National Road 22 from 
HCMC to Tay Ninh province has 
also become congested with the 
number of vehicles increasing by 
eight per cent annually, accord-
ing to the transport ministry.

The Cai Mep-Thi Vai deep-
water port in Ba Ria-Vung Tau 
province is the international 
gateway to the region. The port 
is one of more than 20 ports in 
the world that can be accessed 
by container ships of over 
200,000 tonnes.

When the first phase of Long 
Thanh international airport in 
Dong Nai province opens – 
slated for 2025 – a new hub of 
the aviation industry will be 
formed in the region.

Experts said the region should 
focus on investment in traffic 
infrastructure to enhance link-
ages between the port, the 
international airport and indus-
trial parks in the region to boost 
socio-economic development. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THE Lao government will step up 
human resource development and 
cooperation with development part-
ners to ensure the nation is able to 
graduate from the Least Developed 
Country (LDC) category.

There will be an extended prepar-
atory period towards Laos’ assumed 
graduation from this category in 
2026.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sale-
umxay Kommasith said that during 
a recent triennial review of LDCs, 
Laos was recommended for gradua-
tion with an extended five-year pre-
paratory period, effectively setting 
graduation in 2026. This would occur 
following a positive and continued 

trajectory throughout the time peri-
od leading up to graduation under 
the UN Committee for Development 
Policy (CDP).

Graduation from LDC status has 
been a long-term objective of the Lao 
government since 2000, through 
strong commitment and consistent 
progress in implementing National 
Socio-economic Development 
Plans.

Laos’ removal from the LDC list is 
not an end in itself and does not 
imply that no poverty remains but 
indicates the hard earned achieve-
ments of the government in many 
priority areas, Saleumxay said.

The decision by the CDP paves the 

way for a smooth preparatory period 
before Laos is officially removed 
from the list of LDCs, he added.

This year, the CDP considered the 
impact of Covid-19 on development 
progress, which in turn played a role 
in the decision to recommend an 
extended preparatory period before 
graduation itself would take place.

However, given the current cir-
cumstances of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, concerns persist because the 
data assessed by the review meeting 
did not fully cover the impacts of the 
pandemic. Against this backdrop, 
continued support and assistance 
from the international community 
is as much necessary as before the 

review, especially in the crucial tran-
sition period.

UN Resident Coordinator to Laos 
Sara Sekkenes said: “Graduating 
from the group of Least Developed 
Countries has been a development 
goal for Laos for many years, one that 
has been emphasised in the coun-
try’s national socio-economic devel-
opment plans and policy priorities.

“Therefore, it is very welcome to 
see the country’s consistent progress 
across a broad range of indicators, 
despite the many development chal-
lenges faced, including the setbacks 
presented by the Covid-19 outbreak 
but, nevertheless, leading to the 
United Nations Committee for 

Development Policy recommenda-
tion that it graduate,” she said.

The CDP, a subsidiary body of the 
UN Economic and Social Council, 
reviews the LDC category every three 
years and recommends to the Coun-
cil and the UN General Assembly 
which countries should be included 
into, or graduated from the list.

There are currently 46 nations on 
the list of LDCs. Reviews are based 
on quantitative criteria – Gross 
National Income per capita, Human 
Assets Index and Economic and 
Environmental Vulnerability Index 
– as well as country-specific addi-
tional information. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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B
LUE economy is a 
transboundary issue 
that should be 
addressed collective-

ly at regional and sub-region-
al levels to better manage 
ocean resources and ensure 
benefits for all in the region. 
aSEaN countries and India 
shall aim to transform tradi-
tional ocean economy to a 
sustainable, innovative and 
inclusive blue economy. 

The use of the oceans has 
diversified from their classic 
role as a medium of transport 
to being a wellspring for eco-
nomic resources. The eco-
nomic wealth of the oceans is 
represented by the staggering 
variety of living resources 
(fish and marine vegetation 
that provide human protein, 
feed for other species), 
marine biotechnology 
(including marine pharma-
ceuticals, food additives, 
marine cosmetics, etc, and 
biofuels), material goods 
(minerals, placer sand and 
gravel), goods and services 
(shipping, inland water trans-
portation, ports, shipbuilding 
and ship repair, marine infor-
mation and communication 
technology, fishing, tourism, 
other marine manufacturing 
and trade in services), non-
renewable energy (hydrocar-
bons, hydrides, gases, etc.) 
and renewable energy (wind, 
wave, tidal, thermal, ocean 
thermal energy conversion 
and biomass). 

The oceans have also been 
a catalyst for the develop-
ment of a number of indus-
tries, both on land and at sea. 
The contribution of ocean 
services has been enormous 
for the region. The value of 
key ocean assets is conserva-
tively estimated to reach at 
least $24 trillion with an 
annual value of goods and 
services of $2.5 trillion. Fur-
ther, the oceans are pegged 
in seventh position among 
the world’s top 10 economies. 

healthy seas are important 
for lives and livelihoods. how-
ever, the unbridled economic 
exploitation of the oceans 
over the past centuries can no 
longer continue. Indeed, it 
has been increasingly recog-

nised that the wealth of 
resources that the oceans rep-
resent is not endless and all 
further economic exploitation 
of the oceans needs to con-
form to a sustainable model 
of development that recognis-
es the centrality of the oceans 
as the font of all life on Earth. 

accordingly, in 2015, the 
global community 
announced its commitment 
to the 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals 2030, within 
which Goal 14 relates to sus-
tainable development of the 
ocean resources: “Life below 
Water – conserve and sus-
tainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for 
sustainable development.” 

Fulfilment of targets of SDG-
14 would lay the foundation of 
the blue economy but there 
could be still several unsettled 
tasks to be fulfilled to accom-
plish the key objectives of the 
regional comprehensive blue 
economy strategy. 

In the post-covid-19 period, 
regional cooperation will pay 
an immense catalytic role in 
framing an integrated blue 
economy framework to pro-
mote ocean research and 
development and climate 
resilient measures. Protecting 
local marine resources is one 
of the most urgent needs in 

promoting sustainable tour-
ism. regional comprehensive 
mapping of marine projects 
in aSEaN-India region would 
facilitate the effective imple-
mentation of sustainable 
coastal and marine tourism. 

at the aSEaN-India com-
memorative Summit on Jan. 
25, 2018, leaders of aSEaN 
countries and India outlined 
their vision for the future of 
the aSEaN-India Strategic 
Partnership, wherein they 
designated aSEaN-India 
cooperation in the maritime 
domain as one of the key are-
as of this partnership. India 
endorsed the “blue econo-
my” as a new and central pil-
lar of the country’s economic 
activity. It encompasses both, 
the coastal areas and the 
linked hinterland. The “blue 
economy” is an important 
aspect of the aSEaN-India 
strategic partnership. 

The contemporary blue 
economy discourse highlights 
maritime safety and security, 
maritime connectivity and 
maritime domain awareness, 
as also the sustainable har-
nessing of oceanic resources. 
The objective is to promote 
smart, sustainable and inclu-
sive growth that will maxi-
mize employment opportuni-
ties within the aSEaN-India 

region, with specific concen-
tration on maritime econom-
ic activities. 

In this regard, high tech 
“blue small and medium 
enterprises” can generate a 
large number of white collar 
employment in the region. To 
enhance the aSEaN-India 
partnership in the transition 
to a blue economy, aSEaN 
and India will engage in find-
ing ways and means to 
strengthen maritime safety at 
the operational level and help 
realise the vision of the Indo-
Pacific Oceans’ Initiative, 
India’s Indo-Pacific concept. 

It is envisaged that the 
development of the blue 
economy at a pan-regional 
level will be further strength-
ened with the establishment 
of the aSEaN-India Blue 
Economy Framework 
(aIBEF). The establishment 
of the aIBEF emanates from 
the Delhi Declaration of 
2018, which was adopted at 
the Leaders’ Summit held on 
Jan. 25, 2018 in Delhi. India is 
a great source of partnership 
to develop national and 
regional blue economies. 

India has cutting edge tech-
nologies for strengthening the 
capacity to explore the blue 
resources such as placer and 
marine minerals, deep-sea 

and ultra-deep sea hydrocar-
bons (oil, natural gas and gas 
hydrates), renewable energy 
(wind, wave, current, thermal 
energy), fresh water desalina-
tion and marine bioprospect-
ing, among others. 

The maritime linkage flows 
automatically into the realm 
of sharing a common mari-
time domain, a common 
dependence on the oceans 
and seas, and a common 
understanding of the impor-
tance of sustainable exploita-
tion of the oceans resources. 

aSEaN and India are ideal 
partners in advancing the 
agenda of the blue economy. 
In furtherance of this vision of 
the leaders of aSEaN and 
India, and in recognition of 
the emergence of the blue 
economy as a subject of sharp 
and sustained focus in the 
international discourse on 
maritime affairs, the Indian 
ministry of External affairs 
(mEa), in partnership with 
the aSEaN-India centre 
(aIc), research and Informa-
tion System for Developing 
countries (rIS), and the 
National maritime Founda-
tion (NmF), plan to organise 
the fourth aSEaN-India 
Workshop on the blue econo-
my in may/June 2021 in India. 

Previously the mEa con-
ducted three workshops of 
the aSEaN-India blue econo-
my in 2017 in Vietnam, in 
2018 in New Delhi and in 
2019 in Bangkok. Due to the 
covid-19 pandemic, the 
fourth workshop was post-
poned to 2021. 

In the third workshop, par-
ticipants recommended 
designing an action plan to 
implement the Blue Econo-
my Vision. aSEaN countries 
and India may consider 
extending technical and 
financial support to imple-
ment the action plan. They 
also recommended that 
aSEaN and India continue to 
work together in combating 
marine debris, particularly 
from land-based activities, 
and strengthen collaborative 
actions to promote environ-
mentally sound technology 
and management.  THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is Indian ambassador to 
Indonesia 

Opinion
Manoj Kumar Bharti

Blue economy offers ASEAN-India 
a sea of cooperation economy

The use of the oceans has diversified from their classic role as a medium of transport to being a wellspring 
for economic resources. AfP
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Tourism loss
means peace
and quiet for
angkor Park
Hong Raksmey

a
NGKOr Wat is not as 
deathly quiet as it was back 
when it was rediscovered by 
the French explorer henri 

mouhot in the 1840s. he found it 
empty and uninhabited after centu-
ries of gradual decay, disuse and dis-
repair with its ruins gradually being 
hidden by creeping jungle foliage.

angkor Wat’s temples are also no 
longer the frightening place that they 
were in the 1970s back when cam-
bodia was spiralling into chaos and a 
brutal civil war. For much of that de-
cade death was everywhere and the 
temples are pockmarked in places 
with bullet holes from that period. 

change being life’s one constant, to-
day there is yet again a different angkor 
Wat there – one that is not as crowded 
with people as it was a few years ago. 

Following cambodia’s national re-
newal in the 1990s, the temple’s cam-
pus was thronged with mobs of tour-
ists from around the world with more 
of them arriving each year – year after 
year – until the pandemic hit.  

Today angkor Wat has lapsed into 
silence once again, but not an ee-
rie quiet but one that is calm and 
peaceful. right now angkor Wat is 
a place where people can relax and 
enjoy themselves and appreciate 
both the natural and man-made 
beauty of their surroundings. 

These idyllic temple surroundings 
conjure up visions in one’s imagina-
tion of the glory days of the impos-
ing structures roughly 1,000 years 
ago, when the site was the jewel of 
the ancient Khmer empire that sur-
rounded it and stretched to the ho-
rizon in every direction.

Siem reap’s chapter of the cambo-
dia hotel association (chaSr) wor-
ries that the UNEScO heritage Site 
has become a little too quiet and so 
it has launched a promotional cam-
paign using the hash tag #angkor-
LikeNeverBefore in order to encour-
age both cambodians and foreigners 
to visit Siem reap this year.

“It is a homegrown marketing 
campaign designed to underline the 
urgent nature of visiting Siem reap 
despite covid-19,” said David-Jaya 
Piot, president of chaSr. 

The poignant 30-minute video 
highlights the top attractions in Siem 
reap, and it opens with a young lady 
exploring the temple complex. 

It then shows Kulen mountain, tra-
ditional dances, cambodia’s Phare 
circus, arts & crafts, rural villages, 
rice-fields, the vast Tonle Sap Lake 
and more before it wraps up with 
images of smiling faces.

“The video has some nice footage 
of a cambodian woman twirling 
around alone in the temple com-
plex – one of the many breathtaking 
locations within the park that are all 

empty and waiting for you to visit,” 
according to Piot.

They are hoping the video will be 
shared widely on social media to re-
mind people that they can still have 
the unique experience of being at 
angkor Wat without the crowds ... 
For now. however, with vaccinations 
underway across the globe that situ-
ation won’t last forever. 

Piot, who is also a managing di-
rector of the angkor Village Group 
of hotels and co-founder of Kulen 
Elephant Forest, says that “Siem 
reap is full of activities that are usu-
ally saturated with a high numbers 
of tourists. Something that has often 
dampened some people’s enjoy-
ment of said activities.”

Piot is a dual Khmer-French citizen 
and his family has been invested in 
Siem reap’s tourism industry since 
1993, when they became one of the 
first hotel operators in the city in cam-
bodia’s early years of national renewal. 

he studied economics and finance 
at an american university and af-
ter working for a bank in Jordan he 
joined the family business working 
for his father’s hotel in Siem reap. 
The Kulen Elephant Forest eco-re-
sort project was started in 2017. 

“Siem reap and its tourism land-
sca pe have been our whole lives and 
something that I care about very much,” 
said Piot, who became the President of 
chaSr in September 2020. 

“People should realise that right 
now they have a time-limited oppor-
tunity to enjoy all of these activities 
without the crowds and with attrac-
tive prices and packages,” he says. 

Piot would like to see a ground-
swell of support for Siem reap in 
this final stretch of time before in-
ternational tourism really picks up 
again with local people, businesses 
and media organisations cooperat-
ing to help the vital tourism indus-
try rebuild some of its lost capacity 
in advance of the return of the cus-
tomary Siem reap crowds. 

Tourism prior to covid-19 contrib-
uted 35 percent of cambodia’s GDP 
and hotels form the backbone of that, 
according to Piot, but right now most 
hotels are fighting for their very sur-
vival and many have already closed. 

according to Piot Siem reap’s 
tourism operators have a strong his-
tory of using grassroots social media 
marketing campaigns to successful-
ly share the essence of why their city 
is such a wonderful place to visit. 

Piot explained that a powerful and 
simple hashtag like #OpenInSiemreap 
and others like it can be developed 
to remind people that Siem reap is 
open for business again after the initial 
plummet in tourist numbers. 

he said that the new #angkorLike-
NeverBefore campaign drove home 
the unique opportunity which re-
mained for domestic tourists. 

“Only once in your lifetime will you 
have a chance like this again to have 
the temples all to yourself. Without 
the crowds, the temples regain their 
mystery and magic,” he says.

Piot told The Post that “during my 
childhood, visiting the temples of 
angkor was very different than [it 
was] at the pre-covid height of tour-
ism. The temples were less crowded, 
the pacing was slow, and you could 
hear the surrounding nature.”

Piot, who speaks Khmer very well, 
said that people who visited angkor 
Wat right now might experience a 
feeling more akin to exploration or an 
adventure than to the hustle and bus-
tle of the tourism of past years, which 
obviously changes the nature of your 

visit and makes it easier to really focus 
on the beauty of the architecture.

“many of the world’s greatest 
monuments currently offer a similar 
opportunity – if you happen to be 
present in the country where they 
arelocated. But most people won’t 
be. 

“and most people aren’t here in cam-
bodia either – the only place where a 
visit to angkor Wat is possible – but we 
are. It is a once in a lifetime experience 
to see what these places are like with-
out the presence of crowds,” he says. 

Piot says that chaSr is just throw-
ing the idea out there for the public 
to consider, along with video co-
producers Phare circus and Grass-
hopper adventures.

“We can only hope that the initiative 
will strike a chord with people who are 
interested in a crowd-free experience 
at a world-class destination.

 “as hoteliers, we have no short-
age of attractive offers and we are 
of course ready to welcome all 
travellers who come to Siem reap 
no matter their origin, domestic 
or international,” Piot said. 

Piot said that aside from the social 
media and hashtag campaign, the 
Siem reap provincial government 
has announced that it would be pro-
moting a calendar of events to boost 
tourism.

Piot said that Siem reap’s tour-
ism will begin to recover on the 
day that international tourism 
resumes. Or perhaps on the day 
that it resumes in a manner that 
is free of onerous restrictions and 

lengthy quarantine periods and 
international travel presumably 
regains the broad appeal it held pri-
or to the pandemic.  

“There is no way to estimate 
the date of this recovery, but we 
can only hope that worldwide 
vaccine efforts and the excellent 
direction of cambodia’s covid-
19 task force will lead us out of 
this long dark tunnel and into the 
light soon.”

Piot says that the new communi-
ty outbreak is obviously a serious 
event and he worries that it might 
get out of hand. he stresses that 
the health ministry’s recommend-
ed preventive measures should be 
followed if people do visit in order 
to maintain cambodia’s overall 
public health during the covid-19 
era. 

“We have been so blessed to 
have been able to live “normally” 
for so long. It is ultimately impor-
tant that all of us make the neces-
sary sacrifices to ensure that the 
nation stays free and safe from 
covid.”

he does have a solid point in 
his favour right now, admittedly:  
With Siem reap and angkor Wat 
emptied of their usual massive 
crowds of tourists, maintaining 
social distance while you’re vis-
iting there has never been easier 
than it is right now.

To see the promotional video 
for the #angkorLikeNeverBefore 
campaign visit:

https://youtu.be/iDX-mBhK2pU

The AngkorLikeNeverBefore promotional video was created primarily as a reminder for domestic tourists. ShotScreen

The AngkorLikeNeverBefore video is produced by CHASR and Phare Circus. ScreenShot The UNESCO Heritage Site has lapsed into silence due to the pandemic. honG MeneA
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Pitchers’ illegal moves
  6 “Get ___ of yourself!”
 11 Camping grp.
 14 Oil well firefighter Red
 15 Private instructor
 16 Barley bristle
 17 Tool for a certain shark
 19 Hula hoop?
 20 And others, for short
 21 Prefix for “way” or “wife”
 22 Certain Major Leaguer (Abbr.)
 24 Tool that’s a wicker basket
 28 Soccer is football there
 31 Skating figure
 32 Medical pictures
 33 Phrase in legalese
 34 Veiled oath?
 37 Ones in the fast lane?
 39 Like newly pressed pants
 42 Cry to a bullfighter
 43 Use acid to cut
 45 Joyous, in poetry
 46 Draw a conclusion
 48 Willows used in basketry
 49 Tool used for those who serve
 53 “Hop” or “sing” ending

 54 Shooters’ org.
 55 Expression of sorrow
 59 Tillis or Torme
 60 Tool used for good, strong slaps
 64 Tiger’s org.
 65 Pear and apple, e.g.
 66 Small-minded
 67 Author Rand
 68 Spring purchases
 69 Sooty residues
DOWN
  1 Titular film pig
  2 Mine entrance
  3 Singer’s syllables
  4 Party poopers
  5 ___ Lanka
  6 Indoor courtyards
  7 Football-field conferences
  8 How some stocks are sold (Abbr.)
  9 Piniella or Rawls
 10 Soak
 11 Soothing salves
 12 Like Georgia Brown
 13 Diva Baker
 18 Tahiti sweetie
 23 Still and all
 25 Church feature

 26 A Cockney will often drop one
 27 Hunchback of film horror
 28 Large public show
 29 River that flows to the Caspian 

Sea
 30 Demolish, to a Brit
 33 Daisy look-alike
 34 Land in the ocean
 35 Forest ruminant
 36 Lofty works
 38 Ring officials
 40 Natural effortlessness
 41 Stirs up trouble
 44 Started the Model T
 46 Small hotel
 47 Monday-football times
 48 Give the go-ahead
 49 Neighbor of St. Petersburg
 50 Song of lament
 51 Legendary pitcher Ryan
 52 Salad ingredient, sometimes
 56 Suffix meaning “stone”
 57 Entr’___
 58 “The ___ the limit!”
 61 It’s found in a lode
 62 Average grade
 63 Relaxing resort

“TOOLS YOU CAN SPORT” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Israeli army battling 
over by-law on beards
I

srael’s military is facing 
a challenge on the home 
front unrelated to tra-
ditional threats against 

the Jewish state: it’s over fa-
cial hair, and activists say the 
army’s future is at stake.

Bar Pinto and Gilad levi, 
two red-bearded 29-year-
olds, have founded “Beard 
exemptions for all” (“Ptor 
Zakan lekulam” in Hebrew), 
a campaign challenging Is-
raeli military rules compel-
ling all male troops to be 
clean-shaven.

Pinto and levi have taken 
issue with a system that grants 
exemptions to that rule on 
religious grounds, while the 
faces of secular troops must 
remain smooth.

They argue this exacerbates 
tensions within the ranks.

“There is an obvious dis-
crimination between religious 
and secular,” Pinto said.

“It’s not legal,” levi added.
Military duty at age 18 is 

mandatory in Israel, with 
young men compelled to 
serve for nearly three years 
and women for two.

But increasing numbers 
are seeking exemptions, 
citing psychological condi-
tions and other factors as 

grounds to avoid service.
Minister of Defence Ben-

ny Gantz recently said that 
more than half of young Is-
raelis were not serving in the 
military.

Pinto and levi said they 
view military service as a sa-
cred part of Israeli citizenship, 
but that with the army strug-
gling to attract young people, 
rigid rules governing facial 
hair are counterproductive.

“We want the army to focus 
on what really matters: in-
vesting time and resources to 
defend the country,” not the 
facial hair of its soldiers, said 
Pinto.

“Why complicate the lives 
of these young men who are 
making an effort to serve 
their country and give the 
best years of their lives?”

Beard exemptions for all is 
bolstered by a nearly 4,000-
member Facebook group, 
an online video campaign 
and merchandise, including 
T-shirts and stickers featur-
ing the army’s logo, branded 
with a beard.

Secular vs. religious 
Israeli army rules state that 

“all soldiers are required to 
shave their faces”.

But Pinto and levi charge 
that there is discrimination in 
how that rule is enforced.

exemptions may be granted 
to men who adhere to Jew-
ish religious rulings against  
shaving.

Others who claim that their 
beard forms an essential 
part of their identity are also 
entitled to an exemption, 
but Pinto said he had heard 
stories from “thousands” of 
secular soldiers whose re-
quest for an exemption had 
been denied.

a group of 17 soldiers who 
agree with that assertion filed 
a supreme court petition in 
January seeking to force the 
army to grant exemptions to 
anyone who makes a request.

levi said 1,600 troops had 
contributed money from 
their own pockets to fund the 
legal challenge, which had 
so far raised 120,000 shekels 
($36,000).

Facial hair, they argued, is 
crucial to many young Israeli 
men, regardless of their level 
of devoutness.

“religious and secular are 
brothers in arms, we live to-
gether in this country,” Pinto 
said. “Beards should not be an 
issue that divides us.” AFP

Bar Pinto (right) and Gilad Levi – founders of ‘Beard Exemptions for All’, a campaign challenging Israeli 
military rules compelling all male troops to be clean shaven – pose for a photo in Tel Aviv last month. AFP

14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  MarcH  4, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

An Israeli soldier reloads a Merkava Mark 4 battle tank near the Syrian border on February 4. Israel’s military is 
facing a challenge on the home-front unrelated to the traditional threats against the Jewish state – it’s over facial 
hair. AFP
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hamilton’s eighth win won’t decide future 
L

ewis hamilton on 
march 2 said winning a 
record-breaking eighth 
world championship 

in 2021 would not be the de-
termining factor in whether he 
quits after the season.

The attempt to land a driv-
ers’ crown that would move 
the 36-year-old Briton above 
michael schumacher to be-
come the most decorated 
driver in the sport’s history 
will go hand-in-hand with the 
issue of his future in Formula 
One.

“i’ve made a really impor-
tant decision in my mind, that 
i don’t want that to be the de-
ciding factor,” hamilton said 
in a conference call at the 
launch of the mercedes car for 
2021.

“i got into racing because i 
loved racing and i think that’s 
got to always be at the core of 
what i do. if all you’re going for 
is accolades, if all you’re going 
for is titles, i feel like you could 
potentially lose your way.

“Of course it’s the ultimate 
dream, but i don’t think that’s 
necessarily going to be the de-
ciding factor whether to stay 
or keep going.”

hamilton denied that a one-
year extension to his contract 
had increased the possibility 
that the upcoming season could 
be his final one in the sport.

“i am in the fortunate posi-
tion where i have achieved 
most of the stuff that i wanted 

to, so there is no real need to 
plan too far into the future.

“we are living in an unusual 
period of time. i just wanted 
one year, then we can talk about 
if we do more and keep adding 
to it by one if we have to.”

mercedes team principal 
Toto wolff insisted that despite 
seven successive constructors’ 

titles the team had the “same 
fire, hunger and passion” as 
when he arrived in 2013.

The mercedes-amG F1 w12 
e Performance builds on the 
solid base of its predecessor 
but includes considerable 
aerodynamic changes along-
side improvements to areas as 
such as the suspension, cool-

ing system and power unit.
it will be seen on the track 

for the first time in pre-season 
testing in Bahrain on march 
12. The season-opening Grand 
Prix takes place on march 28.

“every year we reset our 
focus and define the right 
objectives,” said wolff in 
a statement to mark the 

launch of the new car.
“That may sound simple but 

it’s damn hard and is probably 
why there are no sports teams 
out there with seven consecu-
tive titles.

“so many things can happen 
and it’s very natural to get used 
to success, and therefore not 
fight as hard for it. But this team 

has not shown any of that.”
wolff said hamilton and 

Finnish teammate Valtteri 
Bottas, who underlined mer-
cedes’ dominance by finish-
ing second in the 2020 drivers’ 
standings, always have new 
challenges which keep them 
motivated.

“i see the same fire, hunger 
and passion now as i did the 
first time i walked through the 
doors in 2013,” he said.

One of hamilton’s crusades 
has been to promote and de-
velop more diversity in For-
mula One.

as a result the car’s black 
base livery remains for a sec-
ond season “to underline the 
team’s commitment to im-
proving diversity and inclu-
sion within the team and our 
sport”.

wolff said the team had set 
itself targets to back up its 
words with actions.

“we’ve set ourselves the 
goal of at least 25 per cent of 
all new starters coming from 
under-represented groups 
for the next five years,” he 
said.

“The latest step is a joint 
foundation that we will cre-
ate together with Lewis to im-
prove all aspects of diversity in 
motorsport.

“all of these measures are 
encouraging, but we know 
that real change takes time 
and we’re at the start of a very 
long journey.” AFP

women’s 2021 NZ rugby world 
cup faces delay due to covid-19
The 2021 women’s rugby 
world cup in New Zealand is 
set to be postponed until next 
year because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic, world rugby 
announced on march 2.

The governing body said a 
recommendation to delay the 
event, originally scheduled for 
september 18-October 16, 
would be ratified next week by 
tournament organisers and the 
world rugby executive com-
mittee.

while acknowledging delay-
ing the event until 2022 was 
“hugely disappointing”, world 
rugby interim chief executive 

alan Gilpin said it was the right 
thing to do.

“certainly this decision has 
players at heart,” he said.

“in recent weeks, through 
discussions with our key part-
ners in New Zealand rugby and 
the New Zealand government, 
it’s become clear that we do not 
have the level of certainty we 
need to collectively deliver the 
best environment for all 
teams.”

Gilpin cited recent covid-19 
cases in auckland which have 
forced New Zealand’s largest 
city into lockdown this week, 
despite the south Pacific 

nation’s previous success in 
containing the virus.

he also said there were con-
cerns “challenging” global 
travel restrictions meant teams 
would not have adequate prep-
aration time for such an impor-
tant tournament.

The New Zealand govern-
ment, which has already seen 
plans to host the women’s 
cricket world cup this year 
postponed until 2022, said 
delaying the rugby showcase 
would not change its major 
event funding.

“we all wanted the tourna-
ment to go ahead as planned 

this year, but we also accept 
that the current covid-19 con-
strained circumstances are not 
ideal for high performance ath-
letes in a tournament situa-
tion,” sport minister Grant 
robertson said.

“if they do postpone we are 
fully committed to hosting the 
event next year.”

most international women’s 
teams are still amateur, mak-
ing the delay particularly dif-
ficult for those who have bal-
anced their lives around 
training with the aim of peak-
ing at the tournament later 
this year.

ireland’s director of women’s 
rugby anthony eddy said his 
players would remain focused 
despite their disappointment.

“we want to play rugby [but] 
the rugby world cup deserves 
every opportunity to showcase 
the best that our sport has to 
offer and that’s not possible in 
the covid-19 environment,” he 
said.

Usa rugby said it understood 
that player safety needed to be 
the top priority.

“The women’s eagles will 
continue to prepare at the 
highest level as we all look to 
celebrate one of the world’s 
greatest sporting events next 
year,” it said in a statement.

rugby australia said that in 
the tournament’s absence, it 
would look at providing an 
alternative international Test 
schedule for the wallaroos this 
year. AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton gestures after winning the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the Bahrain International Circuit in the city 
of Sakhir in November. POOL/AFP

Brazilian football great Pele, 80, received a Covid-19 jab on Tuesday. AFP

Kenya’s Sheilla Chajira (second right) is tackled by Russia’s Alena Tiron (right) during the women’s final 
match between Russia and Kenya at the Madrid Rugby 7s International Tournament on Sunday. AFP

Pele gets covid vaccine, 
hails ‘unforgettable’ day
BraZiLiaN football great Pele, 
80, received a covid-19 vaccine 
on march 2, a moment he 
described as “unforgettable” 
while urging people not to let 
down their guard against the 
deadly virus.

“Today was an unforgettable 
day. i received the vaccine!” the 
man considered one of the 
greatest footballers of all time 
wrote on his instagram 
account.

The message included a pho-
to of Pele wearing a mask and 
giving a thumbs-up while he 
received his shot.

“The pandemic is not over. 
we must remain disciplined to 
save lives because many people 
have not yet been vaccinated,” 
he wrote, and advocated mask-
wearing, social distancing and 
hand-washing as virus protec-
tion.

“This [the pandemic] will 

pass if we think of each other 
and help each other,” he said.

Pele’s press team did not 
respond to questions about 
which vaccine he received, and 
whether it was the first or sec-
ond dose.

The only player to win three 
world cups – in sweden in 
1958, chile in 1962 and mexico 
in 1970 – Pele has self-isolated 
at his house in sao Paulo state 
since the start of the health cri-
sis which has left more than 
255,000 people dead in Brazil, 
where vaccination has been 
slow to start.

as an octogenarian, Pele 
forms part of the population 
considered at high risk of coro-
navirus complications.

his health has deteriorated in 
recent years, and in limited 
recent public appearances, he 
has been seen in a wheelchair 
or supported by a walker. AFP
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man city equal unbeaten record
m

anchester city 
equalled their 
club record of 28 
games unbeat-

en on tuesday, hammering 
Wolverhampton 4-1 to open 
up a gaping 15-point lead at 
the top of the Premier League.

Pep Guardiola shuffled his 
pack at the etihad against the 
team who did the league dou-
ble against them last season 
as he maintained his club’s 
assault on an unprecedented 
quadruple.

the champions-elect were 
made to sweat after conor 
coady cancelled out an early 
own goal from Leander Den-
doncker but two late goals 
from Gabriel Jesus and a riyad 
mahrez strike sealed the three 
points.

city’s 28-match unbeat-
en run in all competitions 
equals their run from april to 
December 2017 and they are 
red-hot favourites to wrap up 
a third Premier League title in 
four years.

the victory was their 21st in 
a row and their 15th straight 
Premier League win.

city have not trailed for a 
single minute in any of their 
past 19 Premier League games 
– equalling arsenal’s record 
set in 1998/99.

Guardiola hailed his “fan-
tastic team” but said his only 
focus was on the next game, 
against cross-town rivals man-
chester United, who are city’s 
nearest challengers.

“after 1-1 we suffered but we 

created lots of chances in the 
end,” he told Bt sport.

“manchester United. that’s 
all we care [about now],” he 
added. “the champion is Liv-
erpool, the crown belongs to 
them. We are in the best po-
sition right now to take them 
out and we are going to try, 
but they are the champions.

“there are 33 points to play 
for. tomorrow our opponents 
will play, we have one or two 

days off and prepare for man-
chester United at home.”

Dominant City
the home side toyed with 

the visitors from the kick off, 
hogging possession as Wolves 
struggled to gain a foothold.

city’s dominance was re-
warded when Dendoncker 
could only steer the ball into 
his own net in the 15th min-
ute.

mahrez made an incisive 
run down the right, getting 
behind the city defence and 
was brilliantly picked out by 
midfielder rodri.

the algeria international 
whipped the ball across the 
face of goal and Dendoncker, 
with raheem sterling hover-
ing menacingly behind him, 
inadvertently found the net.

aymeric Laporte had an ef-
fort ruled out for offside and 

Bernardo silva blazed over af-
ter rui Patricio saved smartly 
from his header on the stroke 
of half-time.

city nearly doubled their 
lead early in the second half 
but Patricio was again impres-
sive, making a fingertip save 
from a Kevin De Bruyne shot 
and pushing away a mahrez 
effort.

But incredibly, Wolves were 
level just after the hour mark 
when coady headed in Joao 
moutinho’s free-kick that was 
clipped into the box.

city upped the pressure and 
reclaimed the lead with 10 
minutes remaining. Wolves 
failed to cut out a Kyle Walk-
er cross and Jesus turned 
to smash home from close 
range.

mahrez tucked home their 
third in the 90th minute to 
put the result beyond doubt 
and Jesus claimed a fourth 
with the final kick of the 
game.

city’s winning streak is 
the third-best streak among 
teams in europe’s leading five 
leagues, behind only Bayern 
munich’s 23 in a row in 2020 
and real madrid’s 22 succes-
sive victories in 2014.

What is even more aston-
ishing is that they started the 
season slowly, with many 
commentators forecasting the 
closest Premier League title 
race for years.

Instead, Guardiola’s men are 
turning the race into a proces-
sion. AFP

ex-Barcelona boss released from custody
Former Barcelona president 
Josep maria Bartomeu was 
conditionally released on tues-
day after appearing before a 
judge looking into last year’s 
“Barcagate” scandal, just days 
before the club holds presiden-
tial elections.

Bartomeu and his former 
adviser Jaume masferrer exer-
cised their right not to speak 
when they were questioned by 
the judge following a night in 
jail, the Barcelona court said in 
a statement.

Police arrested the pair along 
with two other club officials, 
and searched Barcelona’s sta-
dium, on monday as part of a 

probe into allegations the club 
carried out a defamation cam-
paign against current and 
former players who were criti-
cal of Bartomeu.

spanish radio station cadena 
ser claimed in February 2020 
that Barca covered up inflated 
payments to a company called 
I3 Ventures which it had hired 
to boost the image of the club 
on social media.

Part of the social media cam-
paign included criticising cur-
rent and former players like 
Lionel messi and Xavi hernan-
dez, and iconic coach Pep 
Guardiola. 

messi described the contro-

versy as “strange” in an inter-
view with catalan newspaper 
mundo Deportivo.

cadena ser claimed Barca 
made its payments to I3 Ven-
tures in smaller, separate 
amounts to avoid the club’s 
financial controls.

emili rousaud, who resigned 
as Barcelona vice-president in 
march last year, said in an inter-
view with rac1 at the time: “If 
the auditors tell us the cost of 
these services is €100,000 
($121,000) and we have paid 
one million, it means someone 
has had their hand in the till.”

the club took legal action 
against him. he was among six 
Barca executives to leave their 
posts last year, with a joint let-
ter citing the scandal as a key 
issue needing to be resolved.

‘Juggling everything’
the Barcelona court said 

tuesday that the investigating 
judge wanted to question Bar-
tomeu and masferrer as part of 
an investigation opened in may 
2020 into the suspected crimes 
of false administration and 
business corruption.

Bartomeu has said I3 Ventures 
had been hired only to monitor 
posts on social media.

“Let one thing be clear,” he 
said. “to the question: have we 

commissioned the monitoring 
of social networks? the answer 
is yes.

“to the question: have we 
commissioned to discredit 
people or institutions through 
social networks? the answer is 
no and we will take action 
against all those who accuse us 
of that.” 

Bartomeu also announced 
an internal audit by Pricewa-
terhousecoopers, which 
cleared the club of financial 
corruption in July but found 
that “internal approval proto-
cols were not respected” when 
the contract was awarded to I3 
Ventures.

Bartomeu resigned in octo-
ber, avoiding a vote of no con-
fidence triggered after more 
than 20,000 club members 
signed a petition against him.

his departure came in the 
same month Barcelona 
announced losses of €97 mil-
lion for last season and debts 
that had more than doubled to 
€488 million.

as well as a series of political 
blunders, Bartomeu had also 
overseen a dramatic decline in 
performances on the pitch and 
a personal falling-out with 
messi, who tried to leave for 
free last summer.

messi accused the club of 

“always juggling everything 
and plugging gaps” under Bar-
tomeu’s leadership.

Reputation hit
Bartomeu’s successor is due 

to be elected on sunday, when 
club members will choose 
between the final three candi-
dates, Joan Laporta, toni Freixa 
and Victor Font.

Laporta, a former Barcelona 
president who is the front-
runner in the race, said the 
arrests “diminish the reputa-
tion of the club”.

Barcelona coach ronald Koe-
man said tuesday the arrests 
were “not good” for the image 
of the 26-time spanish cham-
pions.

“We have to wait to see what 
happens,” Koeman said. “I feel 
bad for them, Bartomeu for me 
has always been an exception-
al person,” he added.

asked if the he felt that affair 
would hurt the spanish 
league’s brand abroad, La Liga 
president Javier tebas said: “I 
don’t think so, the brand La 
Liga has built in recent years is 
very strong and it won’t affect 
it.”

“But it is not good for the 
reputation of La Liga what hap-
pened yesterday, even if it does 
not affect it,” he added. AFP

Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus (right) scores his team’s second goal during the English 
Premier League football match between Manchester City and Wolverhamptom Wanderers. AFP

Former Barcelona president Josep Maria Bartomeu arrives at the 
club’s headquarters in Barcelona. AFP

spanishFc
budgets get
blasted by
billion euro
covid bills
sPanIsh clubs in the top two 
divisions suffered a loss of 
earnings totalling €2.013 bil-
lion ($2.43 billion) for the 
2019-20 and 2020-21 seasons 
due to the impact of the covid-
19 pandemic, according to a 
league report published on 
tuesday.

“Despite the two billion less 
in revenues, which is huge, the 
clubs, and above all the big 
clubs, have been able to cope,” 
said La Liga chief Javier tebas 
of the figures calculated after 
the close of the January trans-
fer window.

For the 2019-20 campaign, 
clubs reported earnings of 
€4.8 billion, €366 million less 
than the €5.167 billion fore-
cast, according to a report by 
global auditor Pricewater-
housecoopers.

For the current season, it 
estimates a shortfall of €1.647 
billion based on the €5.269 bil-
lion initially expected, repre-
senting a loss of 31 percent for 
spain’s top two divisions.

however, clubs have reduced 
costs over the past two seasons 
by €984 million, resulting in a 
net loss of €1.03 billion that 
will be absorbed over the 
upcoming seasons.

“this debt will be paid off 
over the course of the next 
three to five seasons, so the 
impact of covid-19 will be 
made up for at a rate of €150-
250 million per season,” said 
La Liga managing director Jose 
Guerra.

“there are problems paying 
wages in other leagues. In 
Italy, in France and in the Pre-
mier League, several clubs 
have asked for state aid, us 
no,” said tebas, who predicted 
it would take two seasons for 
club revenues to return to pre-
pandemic levels.

meanwhile, the considerable 
dip in revenues caused by the 
absence of supporters, has 
prompted the league to order 
Barcelona and atletico madrid 
to trim their budgets by around 
€35 million.

real madrid have the largest 
salary limit, with the reigning 
champions’ budget rising from 
€468.5 to 473.3 million as a 
result of profits made on trans-
fers and their on-pitch suc-
cess. 

Barca saw their budget cut 
from €382.7 million to €347 
million. Last season, the club 
spent €391.6 million on first-
team wages.

atletico will have to make 
savings of €35.4 million to 
meet their revised budget of 
€217.3 million.

the salary limits are calcu-
lated in line with revenues and 
are used by La Liga to help 
regulate the finances of the 42 
clubs in spain’s first and sec-
ond tiers. AFP
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