
YCH signed on for major logistics hub
May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport and Singapore-
based YCH Group on March 4 
signed a Framework of Agree-
ment (FA) to develop the high-
ly-anticipated Phnom Penh 
Logistics Complex (PPLC) in a 
move to integrate Cambodia’s 
logistics system into regional 
and global supply chains and 

propel the Kingdom towards 
long-term economic growth.

The materialisation of the FA 
comes a little over a year since 
the government early last Jan-
uary green-lit the draft of the 
Interim Master Plan on Inter-
modal Transport and Logistics 
Connectivity (IMP-ITLC), 
which serves as a roadmap for 
the development of the coun-
try’s logistics sector.

The interim master plan had 
been in the works by the min-
istry in collaboration with the 
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) since Sep-
tember 2018.

And on September 10, the 
ministry and YCH kicked off 
discussions on the PPLC, 
which will be located on 98ha 
in Dangkor district’s Samrong 
Krom commune, an area lying 

just west of Phnom Penh Inter-
national Airport.

Minister Sun Chanthol 
penned the FA virtually with 
YCH executive chairman Robert 
Yap. Under the terms of the pact, 
YCH will design, develop and 
operate the logistics hub.

The agreement comes with 
three stipulations – agreement 
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Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen on March 4 be-
came the first per-
son in Cambodia 

to get the AstraZeneca jab, 
which was provided through 
the Covid-19 Vaccines Glob-
al Access (COVAX) Facility 
and whose first shipment of 

324,000 does touched down 
in Phnom Penh on March 2.

Hun Sen was vaccinated 
at Calmette Hospital along 
with his wife Bun Rany and 
other senior officials includ-
ing health minister Mam Bun 
Heng, interior minister Sar 
Kheng and public works min-
ister Sun Chanthol.

During a press conference 

held after the vaccination, the 
prime minister announced 
that he would distribute the 
AstraZeneca jabs to three ar-
eas at high risk of infections 
– Kandal and Preah Sihanouk 
provinces and Phnom Penh. 

“Those are the places that 
we need to give priority to 
for vaccination, and I’ve dis-
cussed that with the health 

ministry. Vaccination isn’t just 
for civil servants, though. I’m 
asking the ministry to provide 
it to anyone aged 60 or over 
and consider it an emergency 
vaccination to save lives at 
this point,” Hun Sen said.

He estimated that with the 
current supply, they could

Covid hits 
cancer care 
for children 
worldwide

PM gets AstraZeneca 
shot, talks distribution

THE pandemic has had a 
“substantial” impact on 
childhood cancer care 
worldwide, with a marked 
rise in the number of patients 
abandoning treatment alto-
gether, new research showed 
on March 4.

Covid-19 has placed huge 
pressure on hospitals and 
healthcare systems, particu-
larly in developing nations, 
as most medical facilities 
have been inundated with 
Covid-19 patients.

A global assessment of the 
impact of Covid-19 on pae-
diatric cancer care showed 
that care was affected at 78 
per cent of hospitals.

Almost half (43 per cent) 
reported diagnosing fewer 
new cases than expected, 
while 34 per cent reported a 
rise in the number of 
patients who stopped treat-
ment.

Perhaps most worryingly, 
seven per cent of hospitals 
surveyed reported having to 
close their paediatric cancer 
units entirely at some stage 
during the pandemic. 

Eight-seven per cent were 
in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs).

“Hospitals in LMICs were 
under strain even before the 
pandemic, with fewer 
resources and less access to 
care for children with can-
cer,” said Daniel Moreira, 
managing director of the US’ 
St Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

“So our results seem to 
reflect the relative strength 
of different healthcare sys-
tems around the world.”

Among the more than 200 
hospitals contacted in 79 
countries for the survey, 79 
per cent reported a reduc-
tion in child cancer sur-
gery. 

More than half noted 
shortages in blood products 
and 57 per cent reported 
shortages of chemotherapy 
treatment.

The pandemic also divert-
ed resources such as fund-
ing and bed base from child-
hood cancer care, according 
the survey results published 
in The Lancet Child & Ado-
lescent Health journal. 

Thirty-two per cent of 
hospitals surveyed reported 
decreased financial sup-
port, while 19 per cent 
reported a reduction in 
available beds. AFP

prime minister hun sen receives the first astraZeneca jab administered in the Kingdom on thursday. SPM
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Voun Dara

T
HE government has 
set June 5 as the date 
to hold the 2022 com-
mune elections. The 

decision was made official in 
a sub-decree signed by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen on March 1. 

National Election Commit-
tee (NEC) chairman Sik Bun 
Hok told The Post on March 
4 that NEC had already been 
preparing to hold the upcom-
ing elections. 

“NEC will work hard to 
ensure the elections run 
smoothly and as transparently 
as possible, in a manner that 
all political parties can accept.  

“We’re used to holding [com-
mune] elections – and doing it 
well – so we are going to main-
tain that tradition. We’re fo-
cused on serving the voters and 
making sure every voter can 
cast their ballot, resting assured 
it is all done fairly,” he said.

Bun Hok added that al-
though no election in Cam-
bodia had ever been disrupt-
ed so far, election procedures 
could always be adapted, re-
formed and improved so that 
each election will be more 
perfect and transparent than 
the previous one and is ac-
ceptable to all parties. 

“We tend to think more 
about the election held once 
every five years. The schedule 

for the elections is set by law so 
it can’t be delayed or ignored, it 
always must be held. Because 
of that we normally prepare 
everything well in advance so 
that’s business as usual. 

“We focus on each task step-
by-step before we get to the 
actual election date. And if 
we change anything through 

reforms then we really have 
to make sure we’re prepared 
to deal with that,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen set 
the date at the request of the 
Minister of Interior. According 
to the election law, the prime 
minister must announce the 
date of the commune election 
at least nine months before 
the date of the election.

Grassroots Democratic Par-
ty spokesperson Loek Sothea 
said [his party] was happy 
with the date of the upcom-
ing commune elections.

“The communal elections 
empower local people to elect 
their leaders and develop 
their [political] base directly. 
Our party is fully prepared to 
run candidates in the elec-
tions,” he said.

Sothea added that his party 
was hoping that with this elec-
tion they would see an increase 
in their overall support from 

voters and that they are pre-
paring to hold a national con-
vention to lay out plans for it.

Committee for Free and Fair 
Elections in Cambodia Korn 
Savang said the date being set 
was fine and everything was 
being done by the books so far.

“I’ve requested that the gov-
ernment and the political par-
ties hold a dialogue together 
about how they can make it 
easier for citizens to partici-
pate in the [political process], 
and especially make sure they 
feel comfortable expressing 
their views and informing 
them about ways they can get 
involved,” he said.

Savang also requested that 
a review of the election law be 
made with a focus on past ir-
regularities that had occurred 
in order to prevent future 
flaws, even though the elec-
tions in question are over with 
and have long been settled.
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Niem Chheng

CAMBODIA should be neu-
tral, pragmatic, and focus on 
economic development as the 
country moves toward a fully 
digital economy, according to 
experts from different sectors 
who shared their views on 
what Cambodia would be like 
20 years from now. 

The opinions were expressed 
during a panel discussion 
organised by Future Forum 
think tank, Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung Cambodia and the 
German embassy on March 
4 to launch Cambodia 2040 – 
the third volume of the series 
which focuses on international 
relations and governance.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion secretary of state Chem 
Widhya said Cambodia would 
stick to a foreign policy of 
neutrality as stated in the 1993 
Constitution. But the current 
neutrality is different from 
that of the 1960s, he noted.

“Our current neutrality is 
that we opted to join ASEAN 
in 1995. Why? Because we 
believe that peace on the in-
side could only be secured 
by peace on the outside, and 
that living together in a vil-
lage is better than building a 
house in a forest,” he said.

Beyond ASEAN, he said 
Cambodia is looking outward 
to all countries near and far 
from China, Japan and South 
Korea to Australia, New Zea-
land and India. And further 
out to the EU, russia, and the 
US. In terms of trade, Cambo-
dia is looking to make inroads 
into Africa and Latin America.

Pou Sothirak, executive di-
rector of Cambodian Institute 
for Cooperation and Peace 
said the country needs to be 
pragmatic, neutral and adjust 
itself to maximise national 
interests, but focusing on na-
tional interests doesn’t mean 
neglecting regional interests. 

Cambodia should try to 
make sure that when it tries to 
maximise national interests 

that looking inwards doesn’t 
impede Cambodia’s national 
interests and global interests 
working together. 

“Cambodia would be seen 
as a respectable member of 
the international communi-
ty,” he said.

Young entrepreneur Heang 
Omuoy, founder and CEO 
of Camsolution Technology, 
said in 20 years from now, 
the Kingdom would be a fully 
digital economy. 

“But realising that vision re-
quires high quality education 
in Science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics or 
STEM. It will need digital and 
technology entrepreneurship, 
a positive environment for 
investors, a strong technol-
ogy infrastructure, and digital 
transformation,” she said.

German ambassador to Cam-
bodia Christian Berger said eco-
nomic development should be 
the priority in Cambodia as it is 
the key feature to success. Suc-
cess in this area will be followed 
by success elsewhere.

“If you are economically 
successful, you will be able to 
mobilise funds for education, 
for digitalisation and health, 
and reinforce the system. 
Cambodia will be able to mo-
bilise necessary and effective 
energy resources. The country 
can relieve pressure on natu-
ral resources. So, sound long-
term economic development 
is very important,” he said.

He said Germany’s contri-
bution to Cambodia is eco-
nomic policy and maintain-
ing industries that provide 
jobs for people, particularly 
in textiles. It is also about 
creating an environment for 
keeping this sector alive.

 “Germany helps develop 
new sectors like mechanical 
engineering and digital econ-
omy. But to integrate Cambo-
dia’s value-added agriculture 
into the international value 
chain was something that 
should be looked at system-
atically in the medium term,” 
Berger said.

Forum: Neutrality key 
to Cambodia’s future 

Government schedules June 5
for 2022 commune elections

A woman casts her ballot during the commune elections in 2017  in Phnom Penh’s  Russey Keo district. Post staff

$500M expected from EU programme
Niem Chheng

A SENIOr Cambodian official 
and the EU ambassador to 
Cambodia expected the bloc 
to earmark $500 million for the 
Multiannual Indicative Pro-
gramme (MIP) 2021-2027 and 
express optimism that the 
relationship, cooperation, 
development, and partner-
ships between the two sides 
will strengthen.

These were raised during 
a courtesy meeting between 
Chhieng Yanara – secretary-
general of the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia’s 
Cambodia rehabilitation 
and Development Board 
(CDC) – and newly appoint-
ed EU ambassador to Cam-
bodia Carmen Moreno on 
March 3.

According to a press release 
issued by the CDC, the MIP 
2021-2027 in Cambodia would 
be similar to the 2014-2020 pro-
gramme at nearly $500 million.

Yanara said the implemen-
tation of the Joint European 
Development Cooperation 
Strategy 2014-2020 and MIP 
2014-2020 had strengthened 
partnerships and contributed 
to the sustainable and inclusive 

development of Cambodia.
Moreno said the formula-

tion of the new draft of the 
2021-2027 strategy and the 
bloc’s MIP 2021-2027, which 
has been finalised, would be 
discussed at the Consultation 

Meeting between the govern-
ment and the EU as well as its 
partners after approval from 
the European Commission.

MIP 2021-2027 is a mecha-
nism used between the EU 
and Cambodia to implement 
the strategy based on three 
priority sectors – green growth 
and jobs, education and skills, 
and good governance. 

The press release said the 
strategy aligned with the 
Cambodian government’s 
rectangular Strategy Phase IV 
– namely human resource de-
velopment, economic diversi-
fication, private sector and job 
development, and sustainable 
and inclusive development.

Yanara also expressed his 
sincere thanks to the EU and 
its partners for providing sub-
stantial support to Cambodia 
in response to the prevention 
of Covid-19. According to the 
EU, $3.4 million in aid was 
provided to Cambodia in sup-
port of the health system.

CRDB secretary-general Chhieng Yanara (left) and EU ambassador to 
Cambodia Carmen Moreno. office of the Prime minister
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vaccinate between 100,000 
and 130,000 people using 
200,000 to 260,000 of the as-
traZeneca doses currently 
available, targeting people 
aged 60 or older in the three 
priority capital and provinces. 

“We’re doing our part and 
making the vaccines available 
to cambodia. With some of the 
remaining vaccines we have in 
reserve, we need to give prior-
ity to a number of officials like 
diplomats and UN staff mem-
bers, people representing cer-
tain financial institutions and 
also the foreign NGOs staff 
members who are working 
here. They will all get the astra-
Zeneca vaccine,” he said.

The prime minister said 
diplomats and foreign na-
tionals working for registered 
NGOs in cambodia would be 
given access to free vaccina-
tion and without age restric-
tions. he said the decision is 
cambodia’s gesture of good-
will as host to many develop-
ment partners.

hun Sen noted that there 
are age limits for cambodi-
ans, with anyone 59 years 
old or younger receiving the 
Sinopharm vaccine and those 
aged 60 or older getting the 
astraZeneca jab.

Despite the vaccination 
campaign, hun Sen reiterated 

that vaccines are not a golden 
ticket that will instantly end 
the pandemic. he said vac-
cines are a strategic measure 
and it will take time to deploy 
them widely, so everyone 
must follow the preventive 
health measures.

as of march 3, cambodia has 
vaccinated a total of 125,668 
people against covid-19 – 
84,758 members of the armed 
forces and 40,910 civilians.

World health Organisa-
tion (WhO) representative to 
cambodia Dr Li ailan said at 
the astraZeneca vaccine han-
dover ceremony on march 2 
that WhO was working close-
ly with Global alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunisation 
(GaVI), coalition for Epidem-
ic Preparedness Innovations 
(cEPI) and UNIcEF to ensure 
fair and equitable access to 
covid-19 vaccines. 

“We are proud to be working 
in this unique situation, in ad-
dition to implementing public 
health measures. covid-19 
vaccine is another important 
new tool for protecting peo-
ple, protecting the health sys-
tem from over-pressure and 
saving lives,” she said.

UNIcEF representative to 
cambodia Foroogh Foyouzat 
said the new vaccine would 
create an opportunity to 
change the direction of the 
global epidemic.

Lay Samean 

POLIcE on march 3 detained 
10 people at two separate 
beauty centres in Phnom 
Penh after they were alleged 
to have secretly performed 
transgender surgeries. Illegal-
ly imported medicines were 
also found at the location fol-
lowing a search. 

The ministry of Interior’s 
counter counterfeit commit-
tee (ccc) and officials of the 
ministry of health carried out 
raids on two transgender sur-
gery locations on march 3. 

The first location raided was 
the Dr Kang Beauty centre lo-
cated in Boeung Kak II com-
mune in Tuol Kork district, 
Phnom Penh, and the second 
raid took place at the Gang-
nam Beauty centre & clinic 
near the chinese embassy in 
Tumnop Teuk commune of 
Boeung Keng Kang district. 

Tan Sokvichea, the head of 
the secretariat of the ccc, told 
The Post on march 4 that “the 
police raided both these loca-
tions and detained 10 people. 
The ringleaders are two Viet-
namese. The police seized 
equipment used for [gender 
reassignment] surgery and 
some banned medicines. They 
also found [severed] penises 
stored in 49 bottles.” 

he further said that the loca-
tions were raided following an 
investigation focused on their 
secret importation of large 
quantities of banned medi-
cines from abroad.

a probe into the medicines 
led police to discover what the 
medicines were being used 

for – the performance of ille-
gal transgender surgeries on a 
large scale. 

Sokvichea added that the 
police are building case files 
on all of the subjects who have 
been detained for referral to 
court for prosecution on crim-
inal charges. 

Tuol Kork deputy district 
governor Teav Sam Oeurn said 
that after raiding the first loca-
tion, police officers had seized 
some items as evidence and 
had soon identified a second 
location connected to it in 
Tuol Kork.

“all of the ministries and de-
partments involved worked in 
cooperation with the police 
and the interior ministry’s ccc 
to get the job done. The first 
raid tipped us off to the loca-
tion of a second clinic and we 
raided it right away – Dr Kang 
Beauty centre in Tuol Kork.

“We seized more evidence 
from there and sealed it tem-
porarily. Now we are question-
ing some of the suspects and 
their employees,” he said. 

cambodian E-commerce 
Federation president Ley So-
pheap supported these law en-
forcement operations because 
underground or unlicensed 
clinics performing illegal sur-
geries are dangerous.

“I support this crackdown 
for the safety of our citizenry. 
I don’t support these transgen-
der surgeries because these 
clinics are not licensed accord-
ing to the law,” he said.

he also called on cambo-
dians to be very careful about 
having their genders changed 
at beauty centres.

Pm says foreigners to 
get vaccines for free

clinics raided over illicit 
transgender surgeriesP Sihanouk hit with travel ban

report stresses perils of ‘forgotten fish’

Mom Kunthear

P
rEah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial administra-
tion has announced 
a temporary travel 

ban to and from the province, 
except for ambulances and 
trucks transporting goods.

The announcement came 
after prime minister hun Sen 
called on people in the prov-
ince to travel only if necessary, 
and that people not be allowed 
into the province.

The provincial administra-
tion on march 4 said there were 
people infected with covid-19 
living and working in the prov-
ince as a result of the February 
20 community transmission.

The ban is to allow authori-
ties to control people infected 
with the novel coronavirus 
and others who may have 
been exposed.

a quarantine centre has yet 
to be established.

hun Sen said in a voice mes-
sage on the night of march 3 
that provincial authorities are 
reviewing emergency action 
plans due to the increasing 
number of people infected 
with the virus.

he said: “The plan is to stop 
traffic from Preah Sihanouk 
province entering other prov-
inces; trying to reduce the 
number of people travelling 
to prevent the spread to other 
provinces. Therefore, people 
are asked to stay at home.”

hun Sen added that the 
second plan was to vaccinate 
people under 59 with the 
Sinopharm covid-19 vaccine 
and for people from the age 

of 60 with astraZeneca. The 
ministry of health has already 
transported both vaccines to 
the province on march 4.

hun Sen spoke at a press 
conference at calmette hos-
pital on march 4, calling on 
the people in the province to 
stay indoors and not to travel 
unless necessary.

“We cannot close Preah Si-
hanouk province because it is 
a transport hub, but we need to 
be careful. I call on people not 
to travel to the province. and 
people in the province, don’t 
travel to other places, because 
it could transmit the virus along 
National road 4 to Kep and 
Kampot province. Please re-

main where you are,” he said.
hun Sen added that in 

Phnom Penh, although the 
situation is under control, 
people should still stay in-
doors if there is no reason to 
go out. The number of people 
in treatment jumped to more 
than 400 in a short period fol-
lowing the recent community 
outbreak.

“This disease is highly con-
tagious and requires people 
to be careful, so that authori-
ties are able to control and 
then stop the outbreak. We 
don’t want a nationwide-wide 
shutdown, but call on the 
people in Phnom Penh, Kan-
dal and Preah Sihanouk prov-

inces to avoid travel,” he said.
The prime minister said it 

remained to be seen whether 
the February 20 community 
event would end before the 
Khmer New Year in april, voic-
ing concern over the throngs 
of migrant workers who will 
return home from Thailand 
over the holiday.

From December, around 
40,000 migrant workers have 
crossed into cambodia from 
Thailand, with 15,000 still in 
quarantine.

according to the ministry of 
health, as of march 4, cam-
bodia recorded 909 covid-19 
patients, 484 had been treated 
and 425 are hospitalised.

Long Kimmarita

SIXTEEN global conserva-
tion organisations around the 
world have found that one 
in three of the world’s least-
regarded freshwater fishes are 
threatened with extinction.

and while many of cambo-
dia’s freshwater fish are banned 
for expert, they still end up being 
trafficked to other countries.

The findings were pre-
sented by the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) in cambodia on 
march 4 in the report “World’s 
Forgotten Fishes”.

This report details the ex-
traordinary variety of freshwa-
ter fish species, with the latest 
discoveries taking the total to 
18,075 – accounting for over 
half of all the world’s fish spe-
cies and a quarter of all verte-
brate species on Earth.

The organisations stressed 
that the world’s freshwater 
fishes are important for the 
health, food security and live-
lihoods of millions of people. 
But these fishes have been in-
creasingly threatened.

“Freshwater fisheries pro-
vide the main source of pro-
tein for 200 million people 
across asia, africa and South 
america, as well as jobs and 
livelihoods for 60 million 
people,” the reported stated.

healthy freshwater fish stocks 
also sustain two huge global in-
dustries – recreational fishing 
generates over $100 billion an-
nually, while aquarium fishes 

are the world’s most popular 
pets and drive a global trade 
worth up to $30 billion, accord-
ing to the report.

WWF global freshwater 
practice leader Stuart Orr 
said the world’s nature crisis 
is more acute in our rivers, 
lakes and wetlands, and the 
clearest indicator of the dam-
age we are doing is the rapid 
decline in freshwater fish 
populations.

he said the decline was an 
emergency for freshwater re-
sources that everyone must 
pay close attention to.

“What we need now is to rec-
ognise the value of freshwater 
fish and fisheries, and for gov-
ernments to commit to new 
targets and solutions, as well as 
prioritising which freshwater 
ecosystems need protection 

and restoration. We also need 
to see partnerships and innova-
tion through collective action 
involving governments, busi-
nesses, investors, civil society 
and communities,” Orr said.

according to the report, 
80 species of freshwater fish 
have already been declared 
“Extinct” by the International 
Union for conservation of 
Nature (IUcN) red List of 
Threatened Species, including 
16 freshwater fishes recorded 
as endangered in 2020 alone.

meanwhile, freshwater fish 
populations have fallen by 
76 per cent since 1970 and 
mega-fish by a catastrophic 
94 per cent.

Seng teak, country Director 
of WWF in cambodia said that 
according to the result of a rap-
id market assessment on en-

dangered fish trade, conducted 
in 2020 by WWF in cambodia 
showed that Giant Barb, Isok 
Barb, Giant Goonch, mekong 
Tiger Perch, Elephant-ear 
Gourami and mekong Freshwa-
ter Stingray are among 35 fish 
species that were traded and 
sold at wet markets in cambo-
dia, as well as being trafficked 
into neighbouring countries. 

he added that giant Barb 
and Isok Barb are classified 
as critically endangered both 
globally and in cambodia, 
while Giant Goonch, mekong 
Tiger Perch, Elephant-ear 
Gourami are classified as en-
dangered in the Kingdom.

“Despite their importance 
to local communities, fresh-
water fish are invariably for-
gotten. Freshwater fish mat-
ter to the health of people and 
the freshwater ecosystems 
that all people and all life on 
land depend on. It’s time we 
remembered that,” he said. 

With over 1,100 species of 
fish, the mekong river is one 
of the world’s most productive 
inland fisheries. cambodian 
people currently get around 16 
per cent of their animal pro-
tein and 28 per cent of their 
lysine from freshwater fish of 
the mekong river basin. 

The 2017 annual Fisheries 
Production report by the cam-
bodian Government’s Fisher-
ies administration showed that 
fisheries sector contributes eight 
per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP).

Authorities set up roadblock to check on people travelling to Preah Sihanouk province. Facebook

Conservation organisations have found that one in three of the world’s 
least-regarded freshwater fish threatened with extinction. WWF
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Khouth Sophak Chkarya

camBODIaN mine action 
centre (cmac) director-gen-
eral heng ratana on march 3 
reiterated his call for people 
to refrain from clearing land 
in areas known to have un-
exploded ordnance (UXO), 
regardless if they used to be 
in the military or have experi-
ence in mining activities.

“Taking the risk of clear-
ing land that has landmines 
and other UXOs could result 
in death or injury, as well as 
damaging property,” he said.

The call came after cmac’s 
6th mine action Unit on march 
1 found a landmine hanging 
from a tree near a dirt road in 
the Krahorm Senchey temple 
area in Preah Brolay com-
mune of Oddar meanchey 

province’s Trapaing Prasat 
district. There was also other 
UXOs on the tree, which were 
leftover from the war.

The unit then searched and 
gathered information about 
other ordnance.  There were 
four to five villagers who 
boasted that the UXOs were 
collected from the land they 
had just been clearing. The 
villagers claimed they used to 
be soldiers and knew how to 
lay and clear mines.

ratana said the villagers 
even mocked members of the 
unit, saying they hung the ex-
plosives on the tree to make it 
easy for cmac officers to find. 
The villagers also claimed that 
the land was free of mines. 

ratana said however that 
this area was surely a mine-
field, based on the ordnance 

villagers had found. he said 
demining officers later found 
an additional two landmines, 
five 60mm bullets, four aT67 
and one type of 69 mine (an-
ti-personnel mine), according 
to the unit’s head minh Sron.

Sron told The Post that 
once villagers saw all of these 
weapons, they began to trade 
blame, accusing each other of 
being “too arrogant”. 

“They were afraid there 
were mines remaining under 
the ground that could kill and 
they then walked away. The 
area is actually a minefield 
that has not been completely 
cleared,” he said.

ratana said minefields and 
explosives left from the war 
are only safe when they have 
been cleared using the proper 
procedures.

Villagers warned against 
demining without experts

Officials seek to study 
flying lizard in S Treng
Nov Sivutha

T
hE Stung Treng pro-
vincial Department of 
Environment is look-
ing to study the flying 

lizard, known by its scientific 
name as Draco maculates, in 
the Prey Lang Wildlife Sanc-
tuary after one of the reptiles 
was found dead there. 

Department director Eng 
Phirong told The Post on 
march 4 he had sent a report 
to the ministry of Environ-
ment seeking permission to 
research the lizard.

“Our rangers found this fly-
ing lizard dead, and they have 
never seen this species be-
fore,” he said.

he concluded that in the 
sanctuary there might be a 
lot of unknown species, so the 
rangers plan to cooperate with 
the ministry’s General Depart-
ment of Nature Protection 
and conservation to further 
research them and learn how 
many species there are.

however, he said he did 
not know when the research 
would begin as the depart-
ment has only recently sub-
mitted a request and report 
to the ministry. 

Sok Phlauk, a member of 
the Prey Lang community 
Network in Kampong Thom 
province, said there may be 
many winged lizards in the 
sanctuary, but the picture of 
the flying lizard the ministry 
had posted on Facebook has 
never been seen before.

“I used to be a hunter and 
cut down trees in the forest 
and wasn’t interested in con-
servation. But I became a con-
servationist. In all those years 
in Prey Lang, I have never seen 
this flying lizard. Perhaps, 
there are a lot of unknown 
species there,” he said.

Sok supported the study 
plan as it will help natural re-
sources to be conserved and 
protected in a sustainable 

manner for future generations.
ministry spokesman Neth 

Pheaktra was not immedi-
ately available for comment 
on march 4. But in a Face-
book post the previous day, 
the ministry confirmed that 
rangers from provincial en-
vironment department had 
recently photographed flying 
lizards in the sanctuary while 
researching gibbons.

a specialist from the Gen-
eral Department of Nature 
Protection and conservation 
who asked not to be name 
said that according to the pic-
ture, it is a male flying lizard 

with a long dewlap (fold or 
flap of skin on the neck). If it 
was a female flying lizard, she 
would have a short dewlap.

The species resides in dense 
forest, semi-dense forest and 
mixed forest in the west of 
the mekong river such as the 
cardamom mountains and 
Prey Lang forest.

The specialist said the spe-
cies eats insects such as ants, 
termites and flying termites. 
In general, they live in the 
trees and fly from one tree to 
another. But they can only fly 
from a higher location to a 
lower one. 

A flying lizard, known by its scientific name Draco maculatus, is seen in 
Prey Lang in Stung Treng province on February 23. environment ministry

Anti-tank mines are found hung from a tree in Preah Brolay commune in Oddar Meanchey province’s Trapaing 
Prasat district on March 1. CmAC

aNa touts 700 youths
trained in 2020 efforts
Long Kimmarita

ThE apsara National authority 
(aNa) said that last year more 
than 700 youths were trained in 
sustainability and conservation 
work, development, tradition, 
customs and new discoveries in 
the preservation of angkor.

The aNa revealed the number 
on march 3 as cambodia 
marked the 23rd National cul-
tural Day under the theme 
“Youth for National culture”.

In its Facebook post, the 
aNa said angkor, which was 
included in the UNEScO 
World heritage List in 1992, is 
important for national iden-
tity so conservation and sus-
tainable development training 
is considered priority work.

“In 2020, the angkor Training 
centre prepared 18 training cours-
es to share experience as well as 
transfer knowledge for sustainable 
preservation work,” the aNa said.

“The courses include topics 
related to the heritage sector, 

development, history, tradi-
tion, religion as well as new 
discoveries. Participating were 
management, officers, employ-
ees and the public,” it said.

aNa spokesman Long Kosal 
told The Post on march 3 that 
training people is one of its main 
tasks. In the past, cambodia 
has always relied on foreigners 
as cambodians lacked knowl-
edge in this sector.

But he said that currently, 
cambodians can do the work 
on their own without relying 
on foreign experts.

“Education of the younger 
generation will ensure there 
will be successors,” he said.

according to the aNa, last 
year the centre organised lec-
tures with several speakers 
and shared knowledge and 
experience with officials, aNa 
staff, tour guides, the public 
and researchers who are work-
ing in the angkor area. There 
were four lectures with a total 
of 200 participants.



The Bunong ethnic mi-
nority in Mondulkiri 
province have seen their 
quality of life improved, 

with the once dilapidated schools 
and ill-equipped medical centre 
in Me Mang commune having 
received much-needed facelifts.

“The Grant Assistance for 
Grassroots human Security Proj-
ects” – initiated by Japan – have 
removed some perennial worries.

Unlike other Japanese gov-
ernment-funded assistance, the 
grant – known as Kusanone in 
Japanese – engages non-profit 
organisations rather than the 
government to implement social 
and economic developments in 
rural areas.

Since its launch in 1991, 
Japan has implemented over 640 
Kusanone projects across the 
Kingdom.

One key project centred 
on Me Mang commune in 
Mondulkiri province – home 
to many Bunong people – 
with the rebuilding of the Me 
Mang primary and secondary 
schools, and the Mondulkiri 
health Centre, all located in 
the mountainous region some 
400km from Phnom Penh.

Schools
The Me Mang Primary School 

– which was in a poor condi-
tion, lacking proper facilities and 
posing dangers to students – was 
rebuilt in December 2018. 

The primary school’s weak 
wooden structure was replaced 
with a sturdy concrete building 
comprising three classrooms, 
with two toilets and a water tank 
to store rain water. 

Classrooms have been 

equipped with chairs, tables 
and whiteboards to cater for 111 
students and seven teachers. 

“The concrete building makes 
it possible to study even during 
the rainy season. Normally, 
there are no toilets in Bunong 
people’s houses and none in the 
schools too, so they defecate in 
the bushes. The new toilets have 
improved sanitation in our area,” 
said heng Douch, the school’s 
principal.

Teacher Pheap Sreynan  
said the new building had 
greatly improved the learning 
environment.

 “This new school has made it 
much better for teachers to teach 
and for students to learn. We 
are now looking to bring in play 
items and sporting equipment 
for the students,” Sreynan said.

Nharng Nhang, the village 
chief of Pourn Goull where the 

school is located, spoke of how 
the project had been a relief on 
resources.

“The old wooden buildings 
had to be repaired every year 
using donations from villagers 
or from the school or commune 
budget. This was a financial bur-
den on the administration, but 
that has reduced now,” he said.

The Me Mang Secondary 
School, which was in a poor 
condition, without a proper 
building and lacking basic 
facilities, had to rent four rooms 
from the nearby O Te Primary 
School, itself an old wooden 
structure.   

however, students could not 
attend classes there regularly as 
its roof was prone to collapsing 
during rainy season, with class-
rooms often flooding, making it 
difficult for the administrators to 
meet the Ministry of education, 

Youth and Sport’s target of 32 
hours of teaching per week for 
all pupils.

To solve the problem, Japan 
last December built a new school 
building with two toilets and 
donated learning materials.

The school’s principal, 
Toeurm Pechly, said the new 
building is also being used as a 
high school, with 10th graders 
attending classes since the 
beginning of this year. 

“Students had to travel into 
the town to pursue their higher 
education, but many did not go 
to high school at all because it 
would have meant them having 
to live in town far away from 
their parents. 

“We now use the new build-
ing, so students need not leave 
the district.”

The Me Mang Secondary 
School remains important in the 

area, with students from eight 
primary schools from surround-
ing vicinities learning there. 

As of January, there were 
eight teachers and 287 students, 
many of them from the Bunong 
community.

  
Healthcare 

The Kusanone grant also 
brought peace of mind to 
villagers after their only 
health centre was rebuilt and 
modernised in 2019 – giving 
rural people access to a far higher 
quality of medical treatment. 

The Me Mang health Center, 
built in 1986 and the area’s only 
healthcare facility, served 12 
surrounding villages. The di-
lapidated centre with pharmacy 
carried out vaccinations, medical 
consultations and maternity care 
all in a single building. 

Due to the shortage of rooms, 
pregnant mothers delivering 
babies and the treatment 
of patients with sexually 
transmitted infections were all 
housed in the same place.  

The Me Mang health Center 
is located around 45km away in 
Senmonorom, Mondulkiri pro-
vincial capital - the only public 
medical institution available to 
local residents daily.

During emergencies, 
ambulance services were not 
easily available either – putting 
villagers at risk. 

To address such issues, the 
Kusanone grant was used to 
build an eight-room health 
centre, with a maternity ward, 
prenatal and postnatal rooms, a 
kitchen, two bathrooms and a 
waiting area for visitors.

The centre had 10 staff as of 

January– of whom two were 
doctors and five midwives. 
Around 100 babies are delivered 
every year at the new centre.

Mondulkiri health Center 
director Tach Sithat said that 
while women had in the past 
preferred to deliver their babies 
at home, more pregnant moth-
ers are giving birth at the centre 
after the new maternity ward 
was built.

“Previously, there were cases 
of infant deaths and postpartum 
illnesses, but in the past year 
there have been no deaths or 
illness. 

“Before, patients with 
infectious diseases and pregnant 
women slept in the same room, 
but things have changed now 
that the new centre has been 
built,” Sithat said.

Bunong midwife Chantha 
Sonia said the number of 
Bunong women giving birth at 
the centre has increased because 
of its modern facilities. 

“With the support of Japan, 
it is now possible for mothers to 
deliver their babies in a separate 
room, and patients are now 
treated with proper medical 
equipment. These improvements 
have led to a major chang+e 
in the mindset of the local 
people, most of whom are ethnic 
minorities, and lifted their 
spirits,” she said.   

The Kusanone project, which 
largely focuses on improving the 
well-being of local communities, 
has contributed significantly to 
human security of the Bunong 
community in Me Mang – 
majority who are cut off from 
the rapid developments taking 
place outside their area.  
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Kusanone grant rebuilds schools and 
medical centre for Mondulkiri Bunong

 Students studying at the rebuilt and modernised Me Mang Secondary School. 

More mothers are delivering their babies at the new health centre. supplied Me Mang Primary School. supplied

A Kusanone grant has brought smiles to the young students of Me Mang Primary School. supplied

Health centre director Tach Sithat. supplied Village chief Nharng Nhang. supplied

The newly rebuilt Me Mang Health Center. supplied 



Hin Pisei

R
EPORTS of govern-
ment approval for 
what could become 
the Kingdom’s first 

pulp and paper mill in Kam-
pot province’s Teuk Chhou 
district have galvanised in-
vestment hopes and instilled 
a renewed sense of oppor-
tunity in the southwestern 
coastal province.

Last month, the Council for 
the Development of Cambo-
dia (CDC) agreed to issue a 
final registration certificate 
for Shunying Pulp And Paper 
Co Ltd’s $504 million factory 
in Prek Tnaot commune’s 
Changhon village, noting that 
the plant would provide jobs 
for 2,261 locals.

Kampot provincial gover-
nor Cheav Tay told The Post 
on March 4 that new invest-
ment continues to pour into 
Kampot, even as the world 
remains beleaguered by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

He said any development 
project will be a positive for 
the population and economic 
growth in the province, as 
well as Cambodia as a whole.

“I’m overjoyed with the 
number of investments Kam-
pot province has received. No 
matter how small or large, 
these will create new jobs for 
the people and generate fam-
ily income,” Tay said.

He said he did not know the 

timeframe for the paper mill, 
noting that the decision had to 
be made at the national level 
given the project’s magnitude.

Kampot provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries director Chan 
Rith said conditions in the prov-
ince are particularly favourable 
for growing all sorts of crops.

“Kampot is a great location 
with potential for agriculture, 
agro-industry and tourism,” 
he said, pointing out that the 
paper mill will be located on 
the road from Kampot to Si-
hanoukville.

With no mills currently 
in Cambodia, the trees and 

pulp used to make paper are 
exported as raw material to 
neighbouring countries.

Tek Sopheak, country man-
ager of Paper Tree Investment 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd, a subsid-
iary of Thai-based Paper Tree 
Holding Co Ltd, is investing in 
more than 1,800ha of eucalyptus 
plantations in the Kingdom.

He said: “I hadn’t heard news 
of the company’s plans to build 
a paper mill in Cambodia, but 
as I see it, the investment has 
little chance of materialising 
anytime soon, given that Cam-
bodia lacks the raw materials 
– especially eucalyptus – which 
would be the main material 

needed for the factory.”
Eucalyptus trees take three to 

five years to reach market matu-
rity, according to Sopheak. For 
the paper mill to be economi-
cally viable, the company must 
have 10,000ha at its disposal.

While eucalyptus provides 
the ideal fibre for paper, he 
suggested that sugar cane 
and acacia trees could pro-
vide a decent alternative.

According to Sopheak, his 
company currently buys raw 
eucalyptus timber at $25-30 
per tonne, which it grinds 
into pulp and then sells to 
paper mills in Thailand for 
about $92 a tonne.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,760 16,700 16,800 16,660

2 GTI 3,350 3,350 3,350 3,350

3 PAS 12,920 13,080 13,200 12,900

4 PEPC 2,940 2,950 2,950 2,940

5 PPAP 12,300 12,220 12,740 12,220

6 PPSP 1,590 1,590 1,600 1,580

7 PWSA 6,220 6,180 6,280 6,180

Date: March 4, 2021

Paper mill lifts Kampot’s hopes

Business group to join India tech fair
May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA Chamber of Commerce (CCC) 
vice-president Lim Heng has said he will 
lead a group of local businesspeople to 
join an Indian virtual tech expo next week 
to discover the latest technological 
advances in the marketplace and form 
strategic partnerships with other attendees.

The remark comes after the Ministry of 
Commerce on March 2 invited producers, 
traders, service providers and entrepre-
neurs to the “India Electricals and Elec-
tronics Virtual Expo”.

The event will be held from March 10-13 
and is organised by the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry of India (ASSO-
CHAM) and the Indian Department of Com-
merce, the ministry said in the statement.

“The event’s main focus is to connect 
international buyers to source from Indi-
an manufacturers and suppliers.

“India is one of the fastest growing man-

ufacturing hubs in Asia, and the Indian 
government is shifting more focus on 
manufacturing and the export of electrical 
and electronic products to the world.

“Buyers will be able to connect with sup-
pliers by chat or video calls at the event, 
create strong business relationships and 
develop quality supply” chains, it said.

Jumping on the bandwagon after receiv-
ing the ministry’s invitation, CCC’s Heng 
spread the news to members of the chamber 
who wished to take the opportunity to learn 
more about the up-and-coming technolo-
gies and electronic products from India.

He said: “This comes at just the right 
time and provides an opportunity for us 
to observe and directly engage with key 
electronics firms from India.

“As an emerging economy, it is crucial that 
we witness the advanced technologies with 
an eye to meet the high demand in [Cam-
bodia] to support economic growth.”

India will become the second largest 

exporter to Cambodia after China, as the 
government forges ahead with procedures 
to begin talks on a free trade agreement 
(FTA) with India, he said. “As a regional 
market, India will provide much more 
potential in the forthcoming future.”

Trade between Cambodia and India 
reached $249.92 million in 2019, up 10.24 
per cent compared to 2018’s $226.69 mil-
lion, according to the Indian embassy in 
Phnom Penh.

The Kingdom exported $82.09 million 
worth of goods to India in 2019, up 69.43 
per cent from 2018, while imports amount-
ed to $167.83 million, down 5.8 per cent.

India invested $19.8 million in Cam-
bodia in 2016, the latest figures from the 
embassy show, making the South Asian 
country one of the top 10 foreign inves-
tors in Cambodia.

India’s main investments are in machin-
ery, agriculture, energy, construction and 
mining, according to the embassy.

Conditions in Kampot province are particularly favourable for growing all sorts of crops. HONG MENEA

PPLC in capital’s west a 
bright spot for logistics
Continued from page 1

on a potential site for the logis-
tics hub two months after sign-
ing; a nine-month-long busi-
ness study; and a three-month 
period for government approv-
al, Chantol said.

“Covid-19 only slowed us 
down a bit but it could not 
impede us from achieving our 
objective,” he said.

“The PPLC is a strategic logis-
tics project located in the cen-
tre of the country and is to sup-
port the distribution network 
and serve as an intermodal 
connecting point, with all 
modes of transportation – such 
as roads, rails, even waterways 
and air transport – within 10km 
from the city centre.

“The PPLC could also serve as 
a sub-regional transport and 
logistics hub seeing that Cambo-
dia located in the centre of the 
Greater Mekong Sub-region.

“Development of the PPLC 
could tremendously help the 
logistic sector in Cambodia – 
reducing logistics cost, 
improving supply-chain effi-
ciency to integrate into region-
al ones, and enhancing Cam-
bodia’s competiveness.”

Speaking at the signing, Sin-
gaporean Second Minister for 
National Development Indra-
nee Rajah said development of 
the PPLC is very timely and 
will provide critical infrastruc-
ture that will enhance Cambo-
dia’s supply-chain resilience 
and increase exports. 

She said: “It will contribute 
towards enhancing the region’s 
logistics and supply chain 
connectivity.

“I hope that the PPLC project 
will also strengthen our peo-
ple-to-people and business-
to-business ties and create 
good downstream opportu-
nity for Cambodian- and Sin-
gaporean-based companies 
and good jobs for our people.

“Amid this challenging time, 
fostering regional partner-
ships like the PPLC project is 
important – it will not only 
contribute to the development 
of Cambodia’s logistics sector, 
but will also be an avenue for 
Cambodia and Singapore to 
exchange knowledge and 
share the best practices to col-
laborate and enhance resil-
ience in the logistics sector.

“I congratulate the Royal 
Government of Cambodia 
and the YCH for marking this 

significant milestone,” she 
added.

YCH’s Yap said that since its 
September 10 inauguration, 
the PPLC has been trailblazing 
the Kingdom’s supply-chain 
and logistics industry, bring-
ing the advantages of a multi-
module transportation solu-
tion to the fore.

“I would like to thank to the 
Royal Government of Cambo-
dia for placing trust and 
responsibility for us to deliver 
this very significant infrastruc-
ture that could truly help with 
Cambodia’s growth and embed 
it into the global value chain,” 
he said.

Chanthol said the partner-
ship will support Cambodia to 
realise its vision to become a 
sub-regional logistics hub, as 
outlined in the IMP-ITLC.

“Logistics is a key compo-
nent for Cambodia to achieve 
our target of becoming an 
upper middle-income country 
by 2030 and a high-income 
country by 2050. We look for-
ward to working with YCH to 
incorporate international best 
practices into PPLC and max-
imise its potential,” he said.

The PPLC will be part of the 
ASEAN Business Advisory 
Council’s Smart Growth Con-
nect Initiative and is the second 
project under the ASEAN Smart 
Logistics Network, according to 
Singapore’s Business Times.

This is after the Vinh Phuc 
inland container depot and 
logistics centre in the epony-
mous northern Vietnamese 
province, which according to 
Viet Nam News is also devel-
oped by YCH, in collaboration 
with Vietnam’s T&T Group.

Cambodia’s weak logistics 
infrastructure has long impeded 
its trade sector, with a 2014 
World Bank report showing that 
the Kingdom’s export costs were 
30 per cent higher than those of 
neighbouring countries.

In 2016, JICA estimated that 
Cambodia charges its export-
ers $540 per twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEU), com-
pared to $200 in Thailand and 
$250 in Vietnam.

A TEU is an inexact unit of 
cargo capacity used in the 
shipping industry roughly 
equivalent to a container with 
internal dimensions measur-
ing about 20 feet long, eight 
feet wide and 8.5 feet tall, or a 
volume roughly 38.5 cubic 
metres.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,067 1.2648 6.4699 107.34 4.0575 1.3330 30.36 0.7781 1.2031 1.3935



Shinhan Bank 
VN gets new 
chief executive

SHINHAN Bank Vietnam on March 
3 announced the appointment of 
Lee Tae-kyung as CEO.

Since joining the Korean bank in 
1992, he has been in charge of various 
functions like strategy, planning, risk 
management, and marketing.

He has been head of the global busi-
ness division of Shinhan Bank Korea 
and is reputed to have a deep under-
standing of the bank’s global business.

He has worked in the US and 
Cambodia.

As CEO in Cambodia in 2019-2020, 
Lee has more than doubled the bank’s 
size in terms of assets, profits, number 
of branches and payroll.

He said at a function marking his 
assumption of office: “In the rap-
idly changing finance environment, 
customers’ needs change quickly. We 
must be a bank that keeps pace with 
customer changes.”

He underlined the importance of dig-
itisation amid the uncertainty caused 
by Covid-19, calling on employees to 
provide quick and convenient services 
to customers through digitisation.

“Vietnam is the most important 
country in the global business of Shin-
han Financial Group,” he added.

On December 23, Shinhan Bank 
Vietnam and Thac Mo Hydropower 
JSC signed a credit agreement for 496 
billion dong ($21.3 million) for funding 
a solar farm.

On the Korea Exchange, Shinhan 
Financial Group Co Ltd’s share price 
gained 400 won ($0.36) or 1.19 per 
cent to close at 34,050 won on March 
4 for a market capitalisation of 17.59 
trillion won, with 2.38 million shares 
traded. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Firms apply for quality-product label
Thou Vireak

L
Y LY Food Industry co Ltd 
(Lyly Food) and Leang Leng 
Fish Sauce Enterprise be-
came the first companies 

to apply for the newly-issued “cam-
bodian Quality Products” label at 
the ministry of Industry, Science, 
Technology and innovation.

This comes after the ministry on 
February 8 called for factories, en-
terprises and cottage industries to 
apply for the label that recognises 
the quality and safety of their goods.

The ministry noted that it will pro-
cess the applications at its one-win-
dow service office located at its head-
quarters on the southwest corner of 
the Norodom Boulevard intersection 
with Street 136 in Daun Penh dis-
trict’s Phsar Thmei III commune.

The new label also serves to pro-
mote domestic products by improv-
ing quality and safety consistent 
with nationally recognised stan-
dards, penetrate the supermarket 
arena and instilling confidence in 
intermediary distribution partners 
and consumers, it said.

ream chanvanna, deputy direc-
tor-general of the ministry’s General 
Department of Small and medium 
Enterprises and handicrafts, said Lyly 
Food applied for the label on four of its 
items and Leang Leng put in for six.

“Both companies are in the pro-
cess and this’ll call for a meeting of 
the members of the Secretariat of the 
commission for the certification of 
cambodian Quality Products to dis-
cuss, evaluate and give the first ap-
proval,” he said, adding that the min-
istry would look over the secretariat’s 
review and make the final decision.

Once given the nod from the 
ministry, the secretariat will hold a 
ceremony to award the labels to the 
businesses, chanvanna said.

Lyly Food cEO Keo mom told The 
Post that her company is very con-
fident that the ministry will rule 
in their favour, asserting that Lyly 
Food complies with hygiene stan-
dards as required by law.

She said: “receiving a ‘cambo-
dian Quality Products’ label will 
provide customers with more con-
fidence in using our products and 
quell concerns over health risks.”

Srean Pich, a quality-control and 
food-safety inspector at Leang Leng, 

said his company leads the Kingdom 
in the production of fish sauce, soy 
sauce, vinegar, chilli sauce, hoisin 
sauce and oyster sauce, which have 
a strong market and are made con-
sistent with legal hygiene standards.

he said: “I’ve picked up on the 
fact that cambodian products are 
currently up to standards. That be-
ing the case, getting a ‘cambodian 
Quality Products’ label will help 
gear up our wares to capture com-
petitive opportunities on the inter-
national market,” he said.

Federation of associations for Small 
and medium Enterprises of cambo-
dia (FaSmEc) president Te Taingpor 

welcomed the two firms’ applications 
and vowed to call on members of his 
association to request the label.

he said: “Other enterprises should 
hurry up and apply for product cer-
tification as soon as they need it.”

The department’s director-gener-
al hort Pheng said early in Novem-
ber that there were 52,154 formally 
registered small and medium-sized 
enterprises as of December 31, 
2019, which contributed $2.6 bil-
lion to economic output that year.

But covid-19 forced 13,690 of them 
to close or suspend their operations. 
most were in the cigarette, food or 
beverage business, he said.

OPEc+ set to boost oil output 
as demand, prices rebound
mEmBErS of the OPEc group 
of oil producers and allies were 
expected to raise output in a 
meeting on march 4, in 
response to a rebound in 
demand and prices.

While the so-called OPEc+ 
group is often at loggerheads 
over how much oil to pump to 
the market, a sudden plunge 
in prices triggered by the coro-
navirus pandemic led mem-
bers to agree on a dramatic cut 
in output to underpin prices.

Now that vaccination cam-
paigns are underway and 
demand from china, the 
world’s largest oil importer, 
has bounced back to pre-pan-
demic levels, the success of the 
meeting on march 4 will hinge 
on whether heavyweights rus-
sia and Saudi arabia can agree 
on a way forward.

“There is within the alliance 
a major difference of opinion 
on the capacity of the oil mar-
ket to absorb new volumes” of 
crude, said Bjarne Schieldrop, 
chief commodities analyst at 
SEB research group.

The world’s second-largest 
crude producer after the US, 
russia “leans for caution”, Schiel-
drop explained, while number 
three, Saudi arabia, “defends the 
increase in supply”.

On the sidelines of a technical 
meeting on march 2, OPEc head 
mohammed Barkindo pushed 
for middle ground when he said 
the cartel must emphasise “cau-
tious optimism” given persistent 
risks from the pandemic.

During a meeting in January, 
the alliance of 23 oil exporters 
needed two tough days of talks 
to agree to gradually increase 
supply to the oil market.

While 7.125 million barrels 
per day (bpd) were withheld 
from the market last month, the 
cartel lowered that figure to 7.05 
million bpd for this month, 
effectively supplying the market 
with an additional 75,000bpd.

Experts generally expect that 
OPEc+ will agree to release 
another 500,000bpd next month.

In addition, Saudi arabia 
could flood the market with an 
extra one million bpd if it 
decides to drop an extra pro-
duction cut it voluntarily took 
on to facilitate agreement and 
allow russia and Kazakhstan to 
increase their own production.

Iran, Venezuela and Libya 

have been exempt from OPEc’s 
quotas, while countries like 
Iraq and Nigeria have produced 
above quota for months, flout-
ing the cartel’s agreement.

OPEc members are also 
monitoring any signs that US 
President Joe Biden might lift 
sanctions on Iran, which 
would allow Tehran to re-enter 
the global market and dra-
matically increase supply.

On march 3, the club 
assessed market conditions in 
its monthly meeting, held by 
video conference, but gave no 
statements to the media.

The videoconference sum-
mit on march 4 was set to be 
the second this year and was 
scheduled to start at 2:00pm 
(1300 GmT) in austrian capital 
Vienna, where OPEc has its 
headquarters. AFP

The newly-issued ‘Cambodian Quality Products’ label. HEAN RANGSEY

During a meeting in January, the OPEC+ group needed two tough days 
of talks to agree to gradually increase supply to the oil market. AFP
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is there a looming credit risk in 

cambodia’s banking sector?
As the moratorium on debt repayment comes off sometime this year, the pressure of  
meeting loan repayment obligations might pose a risk to both loan providers and takers 

Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

F
or many, the covid-
19 pandemic brought 
their years of business 
to its knees.

in Siem reap, the tourism 
capital of cambodia which 
posted a 97 per cent year-on-
year fall in tourist arrivals as 
at end-November last year,  
saw nearly 1,500 hospitality-
related outlets close down by 
September that year.

as for garment manufactur-
ing, an industry that has held 
up cambodia’s economy for 
decades, some 130 facilities 
have ceased operation.

a check around phnom 
penh would reveal shut-
tered businesses dotting the 
streetscape. What’s more, the 
negative impact is still unfold-
ing as retail businesses, be it a 
coffee shop, local restaurant 
or convenient store, progres-
sively ceased operation as the 
New Year rolled in.

Seemingly a delayed reac-
tion to reduced consumer 
spending due to job losses, 
salary cuts and short-term 
restriction orders – the latter 
caused by intermittent spikes 
in covid-19 cases – it is unde-
niably a sign that many could 
not hold off the pressure of 
rising debts amid lower sales.

it is also a sign of a looming 
credit risk flowing from the 
moratorium on debt repay-
ment that is likely to come off 
in the middle of 2021, assum-
ing the period is not extended.

as of December 31, 2020, a 
total of $4.2 billion loans of 
285,074 borrowers had been 
restructured. additionally, 
outstanding loan balance 
has shot up to $32.7 billion 
as of January 31, 2021, the lat-

est credit Bureau cambodia 
(cBc) data showed. if loan 
obligations are not met in the 
second half of 2021, a spike in 
non-performing loans (Npl) 
is in the offing.

economist Dr chheng Kim-
long seemed to think so. “it is 
likely that Npl has increased 
to some extent among loan-
taking individuals and private 

businesses.” 
in fact, the most recent 

covid-19 community trans-
mission that bumped up to-
tal cases to 878, has raised 
some concerns for cambo-
dia microfinance association 
(cma), which oversees a $6 
billion market, as it expects 
an uptick of loan restruc-
ture requests in the coming 

months.
While cma waits to see the 

real impact, it does not expect 
the application volume to be 
anywhere big compared to that 
in mid-2020 because many 
trade or business activities are 
operating albeit at a slower 
pace, said its communication 
head Kaing tongngy.

“people seem to be experi-

enced with such an outbreak 
and are continuing their daily 
lives [in a cautious manner],” 
he added.

Turnout is unclear
overall, banks’ Npl ex-

panded to 2.7 per cent last 
year from 2.2 per cent in 2019, 
whereas the ratio for micro-
finance institutions (mFis) 
nearly doubled to 1.8 per cent 
from one per cent a year ago.

For association of Banks in 
cambodia (aBc) chairman in 
channy, the rising Npl would 
depend on the sectors that the 
individual banks focus on.

if it focusses on the impact 
sector such as hotels, restau-
rants, transportation or real 
estate and property develop-
ment, there is a likelihood of a 
negative impact on loan asset 
quality in the second half of 
this year.

“however, not all of them 
would have poor loan asset 
quality,” said channy.

to date, estimates shared 
by the government in recent 
months show that more than 
50,000 people in the tourism 
and manufacturing sectors 
are jobless. the government 
has been providing aid to 
them as well as poor house-
holds under the iDpoor na-
tional poverty scheme.

Separately, it is understood 

that scores of employees who 
faced salary cuts over the 
course of 2020 have yet to re-
cord a reinstatement of their 
previous salaries, which puts 
pressure on household in-
come.

early this year, the National 
Bank of cambodia (NBc) re-
vealed that customer credit 
rose 14.8 per cent year-on-
year to $37.3 billion in 2020. 
this rounded up the value of 
total bank assets to $60 bil-
lion, up 15.7 per cent from 
2019. Deposits increased 15.4 
per cent to $33.8 billion in 
2020.

meanwhile, outstanding 
consumer loan balance was 
highest at 7.2 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter, totalling $9.8 
billion in the last   quarter 
ended December 31, 2020, 
cBc data stated. of that, 52 
per cent was personal finance 
while mortgage came in 
around 47.4 per cent.

although loans growth is 
positive for the economy, the 
central bank did not rule out 
headwinds that could de-
rail the upward momentum 
in the banking and microfi-
nance sector such as a pro-
longed pandemic, soft global 
economy and sluggish tour-
ism growth.

For now, it is difficult to 
predict the outcome if credit 

An elderly woman in a Phnom Penh market sells salted fish, a small business that relies on micro credit to ensure sustainability in a soft economy. Heng cHivoAn

Source: Credit Bureau Cambodia



9THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Special   report
risk unfurls in the financial 
institution sector, especially 
among microfinance institu-
tions (mFis) which restruc-
tured over $1 billion loans 
last year.

“it remains unclear how it 
will turn out,” said Kimlong, 
who is vice president of inde-
pendent think tank asian Vi-
sion institute.

that being said, he indi-
cated that the moratorium 
might see an extension as the 
pandemic has not subsided.

“Given its devastating im-
pact on society and economy  
[as well as] production, sup-
ply chain, income-poverty 
dynamics and the private 
sector, the NBc and govern-
ment is likely to extend the 
moratorium,” he opined.

however, he added, “if and 
only if”, the loan moratorium 
ended, mFi loan takers will 
face a financial hurdle on 
loan repayment obligations.

Broader loss allowance
this overall risk uncertainty 

is somewhat unnerving, par-
ticularly as some commercial 
banks have reported stellar fi-
nancial results, underpinned 
by strong net interest income 
and return on assets.

But what is understated is  
that they have had to widen 
their allowance for expected 
credit losses (ecl), an ac-
counting framework of the 
international Financial re-
porting Standard 9 (iFrS 9) 
that requires banks to recog-
nise impairment of loans.

For instance, acleda Bank 
plc, the only mainboard-
listed commercial bank on 
the cambodia Securities ex-
change, saw net profit grow 
17.1 per cent to $141.5 mil-
lion for its financial year end-
ed December 31, 2020 (FY20), 
as revenue gained six per cent 
year-on-year at $578 million.

While total assets inched 
up to $6.6 billion in FY20, 
which included $4.5 billion 
net loans and advances, from 
$6.2 billion in FY19, its loan-
to-deposit ratio was at its 
highest in three years at 97.7 
per cent.

acleda senior executive vice 
president and chief financial 
officer mar amara puts this 
down to a bumping up in loans 
in the last fiscal year, which re-
sulted in gross loan outstand-
ing of $627.2 million, up 16.2 
per cent during the pandemic.

“We made the plus out of a 
minus by making loan appli-
cations simple with high user 
experience via our acleda mo-
bile app. this is also applicable 
to deposits – current, savings 
and fixed term [with] flexible 
interest rates,” she said.

the group lowered its loan 
interest rates to range be-
tween 0.4 per cent and one 
per cent per annum on new 
applications.

But while it enjoyed a posi-
tive loans growth, its Npl 
ratio in FY20 was among the 
highest in recent years at 2.4 
per cent. Following the amor-
tisation of its loans, the group 
had to write up an ecl allow-
ance of $35.3 million, about 
six per cent more than FY19.

the ecl is based on the 
possibility of loans defaulting 
in the next 12 months.

amara, however, indicated 
that the risk is low in relation 
to the group’s assets, seeing 
that they are secured and col-
lateralised at nearly 73 per 

cent, higher than the previ-
ous year.

the same scenario is likely 
with other entities in the 
banking sector but the ecl 
allowance cannot be deter-
mined as most cambodian 
banks do not publish their 
financial statements.

Nevertheless, the risk in the 
sector is imminent, noted 
moody’s analytics inc which 
issued a negative outlook on 
the banking sector for this 
year in asia pacific (apac).

in a report last December, 
it cited four drivers backing 
its forecast, including the 
moderate weakening of asset 
quality, with loan restructur-
ing and moratoria delaying 
the recognition of new prob-
lem loans, and prevailing low 
interest rates as high credit 
costs continue to weigh on 
banks’ profitability.

moody’s analytics also 
stressed that private sector 
debt would remain high in 
some parts of apac due to 
weak earnings while solvency 
concerns weigh on hard-hit 
companies and governments.

obviously a red flag on the 

sector, NBc moved swiftly last 
march to implement a host of 
covid-19 monetary measures 
to inject liquidity. Yet, it is still 
not taking any chances.

three weeks ago, it asked 
banks and mFis to postpone 
dividend payouts from profits 
to shareholders to preserve 
sector growth, stability and 
certainty against any eco-
nomic disruptions.

in the circular seen by The 
Post, it also suggested that in-
dustry players draw up a fea-
sible exit strategy for when the 
measures come to an end.

this, despite lauding banks’ 
overall solvency ratio and li-
quidity coverage ratio in 2019.

Testing borrowers’ paying 
ability

interestingly, the mFi sec-
tor, which together with com-
mercial banks have offered 
over $10 billion micro loans 
to 2.6 million borrowers as of 
December 31, 2019, has little 
expectation that the Npl ra-
tio would increase sharply in 
the second half of 2021.

this is because requests for 
loan restructure in the last 

six months have remained 
steadily low, said cma’s 
tongngy, whose unit regularly 
monitors the Npl ratio.

last year, 31.2 per cent of 
household loans were ap-
proved, followed by trad-
ing and commerce (20.9 per 
cent), agriculture (18.9 per 
cent), services (16.2 per cent), 
construction (3.8 per cent) 
and others (three per cent).

in that same period, over  2.8 
million clients deposited $3.8 
billion in six microfinance de-
posit-taking institutions.

cBc data showed that out 
of the $6 billion total microfi-
nance portfolio, micro credit 
of less than $3,000, made up 
66 per cent, with an outstand-
ing balance of 17 per cent.

Small loans (between $3,000 
and $10,000) represented 24 
per cent of total loans, with 
an outstanding balance of 33 
per cent.

Nine per cent of mFi loans 
featured medium-size loans, 
ranging between $10,000 and 
$30,000. this segment had 
the largest debt accrued at 36 
per cent.

the smallest account at one 

per cent is the large-size loans 
where borrowers are entitled 
to more than $30,000 credit, 
and where outstanding bal-
ance constituted 14 per cent.

By the end of 2020, some 
$1.4 billion worth of loans 
had been restructured but 
“most-affected clients” have 
resumed economic activities.

“cma has been observ-
ing the trends and potential 
risks of the mFi sector. how-
ever, based on our data, we 
do not expect any big jump 
of Npl even after the loan re-
structure policy ends in mid-
2021,” tongngy told The Post 
via a social messaging app.

he acknowledged NBc’s di-
rective on dividend payouts, 
stating that it would help 
shore up capital for the oper-
ation of financial institutions.

echoing tongngy, cBc ceo 
oeur Sothearoath said the 
onset of covid-19 had affect-
ed the overall economy with 
certain sectors seeing more 
significant impact.

the credit market has start-
ed showing signs of positive 
recovery although the perfor-
mance has not reached pre-

covid-19 levels.
“Since the lowest point of 

[Npl] at 2.6 per cent in may 
2020, there has been sig-
nificant improvement to 1.7 
per cent in January this year. 
the figures have improved 
for small business as well as 
mortgage segments,”he said.

however, he indicated that 
with the latest outstanding loan 
balance at $32.7 billion, there 
has to be an joint approach to 
see a downward revision.

“While financial institu-
tions need to continue adopt-
ing prudent risk management 
practices, borrowers also need 
to continuously monitor their 
financial health so that they 
are fully aware of their abil-
ity to meet current and future 
obligations,” he stressed. 

even as there is some eas-
ing on the economy moving 
forward, analysts think that 
credit risks would play out as 
a gradual unwinding of ex-
traordinary support from gov-
ernments and central banks 
might test borrowers’ abilities 
to pay back their creditors.

“asset risks could grow, and 
Npl may increase further. in-
creases in Npl in 2021 will be 
moderate as economic recov-
ery kicks in and banks pursue 
targeted loan restructuring 
as loan moratoria expire,” 
moody’s analytics said in the 
December report.

Nevertheless, it also found 
that monetary policies in the 
apac region would remain 
accommodative.

“[it would] be a negative for 
banks’ net interest margins but 
a positive for borrowers’ abili-
ties to service their debt and 
banks’ asset quality,” it said.

regardless, aBc’s channy, 
who is acleda’s president and 
group managing director, is 
confident that banks would 
continue to stay strong since 
customers would not let their 
own businesses down.

“Banks are like any other 
business, they will balance 
three things – cost, benefit and 
risk. they will find the best way 
to mitigate risks. they won’t 
put their portfolios in the [way] 
of bad Npl,” he said.
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to 111,739 and 2,649,595, respectively. In the emergence of Fin-Tech, most banking 
institutions have developed and expanded their networks, diversified products 
and services, digitalized financial products such as internet banking and mobile 
banking, in order to satisfy the increasing demand of customers. 

Figure 3: Banks-Loans and Deposits to Customers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia 

 The supervisory results have shown that the banking institutions have been 
in a better position in terms of their compliance with prudential regulations, 
corporate governance, internal control, assets quality, and so on. Solvency ratio 
and liquidity coverage ratio of banks remained at 24.0% and 155.7%, respectively. 
Bank’s profitability continued to improve as represented by ROA at 1.9% and ROE 
at 9.8%. In addition, the implementation of credit risk grading and impairment 
provisioning has improved the credit risk management of the banks to be more 
comprehensive and prudent; whereby the banks could maintain their NPL ratio 
at 2.0% with an effective credit management. 

Figure 4: Banks-Non-Performing Loan Ratio 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia 
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 Total deposits increased by 34.4% to KHR 15.4 trillion (USD 3.8 billion), 
while loans increased by 32.7% to KHR 29.4 trillion (USD 7.2 billion). Loans were 
distributed to key industries, such as household 34.1%, agriculture 19.4%, trade 
and commerce 18.3%, services 14.4%, transportation 5.7%, construction 3.5%, 
and others 4.6%. 

Figure 7: MFIs-Loans and Deposits  

Source: National Bank of Cambodia 

 

Figure 8: MFIs-Credit Classified by Industries 

Source: National Bank of Cambodia 

 Microfinance institutions have maintained their interest rates relatively 
lower than the NBC’s ceiling.  The average interest rate of KHR was 17.9% and 
USD loan was 16.0%, whereas the average interest rates of KHR and USD 
deposits were offered at respective rate similar to last year of 7.9% and 7.7%. 
The increase in market competition has led the microfinance institutions to pay 
more attention on strengthening operational efficiency and reducing operational 
costs, which help lower the interest rates on both KHR and USD loans. 
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Louisiana Famous Fried 
Chicken came to the land of its 
owner’s birth last year with the 
opening of its first restaurant 

in Cambodia, in the capital’s Chip 
Mong noro Mall.

The history of LFFC  is one 
dominated by the drive to succeed 
of Cambodians in the us, with one 
– Michael Eng – taking over the 
entire chain in 2009 after almost two 
decades of hard work.

and the arrival of the Cambodian-
owned international fast food chain 
in the Kingdom brings full circle a 
remarkable story of resilience, one 
that has inspired the restaurant’s 
general manager, Chan Katarina.

“Michael Eng’s story is very 
inspirational. Every aspect of his hard 
work has inspired not just me but 
many Cambodian immigrants in the 
us. on top of working hard, he had the 
vision, commitment and strong will to 
take over the LFFC food chain brand. 

“additionally, his focus on opening 
up business ownership to Cambodian 
people complements his love for 
LFFC and his Cambodian heritage.  
it shows that through hard work 
and perseverance, one’s dreams can 
become reality. and i want to carry 
on the torch of LFFC and continue his 
legacy in our homeland Cambodia,” 
Katarina said.

Eng’s success story is one of hard 
work and determination. 
Having arrived in the 
us aged just 18 in 
1992 after surviving 
the Khmer Rouge 
regime, he took a job 
mopping floors at an 
LFFC restaurant in La, 
California. 

Within two 
decades Eng would 
own the entire 
chain of the 100 
or so restaurants, 
buying the 
Louisiana Famous 
Fried Chicken name 
from its founder Joe 
Dion in 2009.

and his influence on 
Katarina can be seen in her drive to 
succeed after her college education was 
curtailed due to financial constraints.

“i was born in Phnom Penh, and 
my family wasn’t well-off financially 
so i didn’t get to finish college. in 
hopes for a better future, my mother 
borrowed money to pay for my sister 
to move to the us. 

“she started work at an LFFC 
restaurant in downtown La as a 
cashier, working hard to earn enough 
money to be able to manage one of 
her own. i had the opportunity to visit 

her and help her with her business. 
it was at that restaurant where my 
passion for cooking was ignited.  

“and i thought: why not open an 
LFFC restaurant in Phnom Penh? i 
wanted to introduce Cambodians to 
the unique, flavourful LFFC taste that 
i believe in. 

“i also wanted to bring southern-
style cuisine to the Cambodian market 

and give other 
Cambodians 
the chance for 
success as 

business 

owners with 
franchising opportunities. and 
after getting approval from Michael 
Eng, this has become a reality with 
Cambodia’s first LFFC store at the 
Chip Mong noro Mall,” Katarina said.

LFFC  founder Dion said in the 
2017 Los Angeles Times article “How 
Cambodians became kings of beloved 
south La fried chicken chain” that 
Cambodians are a big reason for the 
chain’s success.

By 2009, 90 per cent of the 100 
or so restaurants were Cambodian-

owned, and “today there are a total 
of 185 restaurants in the world”, 
Katarina said. 

“We have restaurants in Bolivia 
and Vietnam, as well as Cambodia, 
with the majority in the us, while 
there are plans to franchise outlets in 
more asean countries and China.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has 
stumbled many plans, ours 
included. But this year we are 
picking up again and planning to 
open more stores, along 
with promoting franchising 
opportunities to those interested 

in the food and beverage 
business. 

“We also 
plan to 
branch 
out 

into 
major 

provinces 
such as Preah 

sihanouk and 
siem Reap in the near 

future,” Katarina said.
Dion opened the first LFFC 

restaurant in south La in 1976. a 
Michigan native, he claims to have 
obtained the recipe from new orleans 
chef Paul Prudhomme.

and while the link to Louisiana’s 
famous city of jazz inspired the chain’s 
name, it is also key to its recipe, 
with the chicken coated in what the 
company describes as a “zesty Cajun 
batter fried to a soft crunch and 
finished with a slight, spicy heat”.

“our well-balanced Cajun seasoning 
carefully hand-breaded with a special 

powder mix sets our fried chicken apart 
from the others. These combinations 
make our ‘Cajun Kick’n Chicken’ 
receive the highest compliments. 

“Cambodian and foreign customers 
of all ages love our fried chicken, 
which makes me so happy. i take it as 
proof of how good our fried chicken 

is that customers keep coming back 
again and again. 

“We have received many requests 
from customers to open more outlets, 
with some even asking for franchising 
opportunities from us. so i guess 
many people also really believe in our 
tasty fried chicken!” Katarina said. 

Cambodian story of success comes 
home with Louisiana Chicken branch

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus food & beverage

Michael Eng outside his Louisiana Chicken restaurant in LA. Wally Skalij/la TiMES 

Cambodia’s first outlet is located in the capital’s Chip Mong Noro Mall. SUPPliED

General manager Chan Katarina’s (inset) Louisiana Famous Fried Chicken in Phnom Penh offers warm customer service and varied menu options. SUPPliED
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world
EU warns UK over N Ireland food checks

a 
NEw cross-channel row 
erupted on march 3 as Britain 
threatened to break the terms 
of the Brexit withdrawal trea-

ty by unilaterally delaying checks on 
food going to Northern Ireland.

The EU warned it would respond 
with “legal means” to the announced 
move, which it said would undermine 
a pact meant to protect peace on the 
island of Ireland.

The Irish government called Lon-
don’s decision “unhelpful”, while 
France said it was “unacceptable”.

But the UK government, in a state-
ment after talks between Brexit minis-
ter David Frost and EU vice-president 
maros Sefcovic, said the measures 
were “limited and technical”.

Northern Ireland Secretary Bran-
don Lewis triggered the dispute by an-
nouncing that London will delay from 
april until October 1 a grace period un-
der which food and farm products can 
flow to Northern Ireland from mainland 
Britain without customs inspections.

a UK statement said: “Lord Frost ex-
plained that the measures announced 
today, following official-level notifica-
tion to the commission earlier this 
week, were temporary technical steps, 
which largely continued measures al-
ready in place.”

The six-month delay is necessary, it 
argued, “to provide more time for busi-
nesses such as supermarkets and parcel 
operators to adapt to and implement 
the new requirements in the Protocol”.

Britain has chafed at the terms of 
the January 2020 Brexit agreement it 
signed, part of which keeps its terri-
tory of Northern Ireland in the EU’s 
customs area, essentially creating a 
customs border down the Irish Sea.

ahead of the Frost-Sefcovic video-
conference, the EU said the announce-
ment amounted to a “violation” of the 
January 2020 Brexit agreement under 
which Britain left the EU.

“This is the second time that the UK 
government is set to breach interna-
tional law,” Sefcovic warned.

That referred to a previous attempt 
by London – later dropped – to override 

the protocol in the withdrawal agree-
ment relating to Northern Ireland.

Sefcovic – who co-chairs with Frost a 
joint EU-UK committee meant to work 
through issues related to the Brexit trea-
ty – stressed that the agreement aims to 
protect the 1998 Good Friday agree-
ment that brought an end to decades of 
sectarian violence in Northern Ireland.

Irish foreign minister Simon cov-
eney said Britain’s move “clearly un-
dermines” Britain’s commitment to 
the Northern Ireland protocol.

he said in a statement: “a unilateral 
announcement is deeply unhelpful to 
building the relationship of trust and 
partnership that is central to the im-
plementation of the protocol.”

France’s European affairs minister 
clement Beaune told the French sen-
ate that London’s move was “obvious-
ly illegal and unacceptable”.

Brussels had agreed the initial grace 
period, which was to end in april, to 

allow Northern Ireland supermarkets 
time to work out new supply chains.

Shelves in the territory had gone 
bare in the first months of this year, 
after a post-Brexit transition period 
ended and Britain left the EU single 
market on January 1.

The disruption caused widespread 
confusion among businesses, with 
some UK suppliers refusing to ship 
goods across the Irish Sea.

The difficult transition has also had 
political ramifications, with pro-UK 
unionists in Northern Ireland warn-
ing of tensions within their commu-
nities over the protocol.

The EU has signalled it could con-
sider “flexibilities” within the Brexit 
treaty, but only if Britain first builds 
the permanent inspection facilities 
for goods arriving in Northern Ireland 
it has promised.

Northern Ireland’s agriculture min-
ister said last week construction of 

those facilities had been halted over 
concerns about the new rules.

The UK statement said Frost had ar-
gued “that such operational measures 
were well precedented in other inter-
national trade arrangements, and that 
they were entirely consistent with our 
intention to discharge our obligations 
under the Protocol in good faith. 

“he and vice-president Sefcovic 
agreed that both parties would re-
main in close contact,” it said.

UK Prime minister Boris Johnson, 
who had hailed the Brexit treaty when 
he signed it, told lawmakers at weekly 
parliamentary questioning on march 
3 that Northern Ireland’s place within 
the UK internal market was “rock sol-
id and guaranteed”.

he spoke of “some temporary oper-
ational easings in order to protect the 
market in some areas, such as food 
supplies, pending further discussions 
with the EU”. AFP

UN expert: NK using pandemic to curtail rights
rIGhTS abuses and hunger 
have worsened in North Korea 
amid drastic measures to avert 
a covid-19 outbreak, a UN 
rights expert said, pointing to 
reports that people were dying 
of starvation.

The hermetic totalitarian 
state, which has yet to confirm 
a single case of the novel coro-

navirus, has closed its borders, 
locked down entire cities and 
taken a range of other steps to 
try to prevent an outbreak.

In a new report, Tomas Ojea 
Quintana, the UN special rap-
porteur on the rights situation 
in North Korea, warned that 
“the drastic containment meas-
ures” appeared to be exacer-

bating “entrenched human 
rights violations” in the coun-
try. 

The number of people man-
aging to escape from North 
Korea dropped dramatically 
last year, when only 229 escap-
ees arrived in the South, down 
from 1,047 in 2019, the report 
said.

It pointed to unconfirmed 
reports that the country has set 
up a kilometre-wide buffer 
zone along its borders, where 
law enforcement agents are 
authorised to “shoot on sight” 
anyone attempting to cross.

Several people had also 
reportedly been executed for 
breaking anti-epidemic meas-
ures, including for illicit trade 
with china, said Quintana – an 
independent expert who does 
not speak on behalf of the 
UN.

‘Serious food crisis’
his report voiced particular 

concern at the sharp reduction 
in trade and commercial activ-

ities and “severe economic 
hardship” caused by the meas-
ures in a country already 
fraught with food insecurity.

hundreds of thousands are 
believed to have died during a 
famine in the mid- to late-
1990s, a period known as the 
“arduous march” in the 
North.

Before the coronavirus crisis, 
more than 45 per cent of people 
in North Korea were consid-
ered undernourished, the 
report said.

The impact of covid-linked 
restrictions on trade with chi-
na, which shrank by 80 per cent 
last year, along with limited 
market activities, international 
sanctions and damage to agri-
culture caused by typhoons 
and floods last year, risked 
causing “a serious food crisis”, 
it warned. 

“Deaths by starvation have 
been reported, as has an 
increase in the number of chil-
dren and elderly people who 
have resorted to begging as 

families are unable to support 
them,” it said.

humanitarian operations 
have meanwhile all but halted, 
with only three international 
aid workers currently in the 
country.

Quintana cal led on 
Pyongyang to ensure that the 
“negative consequences of pre-
vention measures do not 
become disproportionately 
greater than the impact of the 
pandemic itself.”

according to the world health 
Organisation, North Korea had 
by the end of last year conduct-
ed 13,259 covid-19 tests, which 
all came back negative.

The country is awaiting vac-
cine deliveries through the 
covax programme aimed at 
boosting access to the jabs in 
poorer nations.

It is due to receive more than 
1.7 million doses of the astra-
Zeneca vaccine by the end of 
may, according to allocation 
figures published on march 2. 
AFP

European Commission vice-president Maros Sefcovic speaks during a press conference after a General Affairs Council with the Portuguese 
European Affairs Secretary, held via video link at the EU headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, on February 23. POOL/AFP

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un (centre) speakS at the first short 
course for chief secretaries of the city and county party committees at 
the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) in Pyongyang. KCNA/KNS/AFP

concern for 
women amid 
Taliban aid 
crackdown
aFGhaN women are being cut 
off from crucial aid because of 
a growing Taliban crackdown 
in areas controlled by the 
insurgents, more than a dozen 
relief workers have said.

The militants have demand-
ed an end to projects helping 
women to be more indepen-
dent and have barred female 
staff from entering their terri-
tory in some areas.

“So far the hypothesis is that 
the Taliban have changed, but 
this is really a concrete exam-
ple that they haven’t,” said one 
aid worker who did not want 
to be named.

washington recently lam-
basted the insurgents for fail-
ing to abide by a landmark 
deal last year that committed 
them to honouring a number 
of security guarantees. 

The agreement also called for 
the withdrawal of foreign troops 
by may and paved the way for 
peace talks between the Taliban 
and the afghan government. 

The deal initially raised 
hopes the insurgents were 
open to moderating some of 
their hardline positions. 

But people working in pock-
ets of territory under Taliban 
control, primarily in northern 
afghanistan, say conditions in 
some areas deteriorated after 
the US accord was signed.

Fears are growing that the 
Taliban are waiting for the US 
to leave before attempting to 
retake the country by force and 
reintroduce their draconian 
vision for afghan society. 

The group ruthlessly 
oppressed women during their 
brief rule over the country in 
the 1990s, banning them from 
working outside the home and 
subjecting them to violent 
punishments for perceived 
infractions.

The jihadists have since made 
vague pledges to protect wom-
en’s rights in afghanistan.

In an open letter published 
last month, Taliban co-founder 
mullah abdul Ghani Baradar 
said the group was “committed 
to upholding and guaranteeing 
all rights of women afforded to 
them by Islamic law”.

But on the ground, aid 
groups say the group are as 
uncompromising as ever. 

Some say their work is unrav-
elling after years of building up 
delicate relationships with the 
insurgents to reach impover-
ished afghan women and 
girls.

In a letter addressed to aid 
groups, the Taliban warned it 
was unacceptable for them to 
“take women out of their homes 
in the name of women’s eco-
nomic empowerment, educa-
tion and sports programmes”.

Pressure against these kinds 
of programmes are not new, 
but are becoming “a lot more 
official and widespread”, a 
senior humanitarian aid man-
ager said. AFP
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myanmar security forces fire at 
protesters as UN says 38 dead
m

yaNmar security forc-
es on march 3 fired on 
protesters, as a UN en-
voy said 38 died in the 

Southeast asian country’s “bloodi-
est” day since the military coup last 
month. 

myanmar has been in uproar since 
February 1 when the military ousted 
and detained civilian leader aung San 
Suu Kyi, ending the nation’s decade-
long experiment with democracy 
and sparking daily mass protests.

International pressure is mounting 
– Western powers have repeatedly 
hit the generals with sanctions, and 
Britain has called for a UN Security 
council meeting on march 5.

But the junta has ignored the glob-
al condemnation, responding to the 
uprising with escalating strength.

“Only today, 38 people died,” UN 
envoy to myanmar christine Schra-
ner Burgener told reporters on march 
3, adding that more than 50 people 
had died in total since the military 
takeover, with many more wounded.

“Today was the bloodiest day since 
the coup happened,” she noted, 
without providing any further de-
tails, including a breakdown of the 
deaths.

She called for the UN to take “very 
strong measures” against the gener-
als, adding that in her conversations 
with them they had dismissed the 
threat of sanctions.

Earlier, aFP recorded at least 17 
deaths across myanmar on march 3, 
with monywa in the central Sagaing 

region registering at least seven.
“What we can confirm is seven 

people have died,” said an emergen-
cy doctor, who declined to provide 
his name.

multiple medics also said they saw 
two other individuals being dragged 
away by security forces, though they 
could not get close enough to con-
firm if they had died. 

In the outskirts of commercial hub 
yangon at least six demonstrators 
died, according to a rescue worker 
and local journalist.

Parts of the city were transformed, 

with protesters using makeshift tyres 
and barbed wire barricades to block 
major roads.

Near the famed Sule pagoda inter-
section, protesters pasted print-outs 
of junta leader min aung hlaing’s 
face on the ground – a tactic aimed 
at slowing down security forces who 
will avoid standing on the portraits.

In mandalay, myanmar’s second 
largest city, two demonstrators were 
killed, a doctor confirmed to aFP, 
adding that one of the victims was 19 
years old and was shot in the head. 

another 19-year-old protester, en-
gineering student aung myint myat, 
died after being shot in Salin.

“It was my friend who was shot in 
his forehead and died in the hospi-
tal,” said min Pyae Phyo, through 
tears.

“They shouldn’t have used such 
lethal force against the peaceful 
protesters. I won’t forget and forgive 
them the rest of my life,” he said.

and a demonstration in myingyan 
turned deadly when security forces 
deployed tear gas, rubber bullets and 
live rounds against protesters carry-
ing red home-made shields embla-
zoned with the three-finger salute 
– a symbol of resistance for the anti-
coup movement.

Several medics confirmed a young 
man was gunned down.

Local media in northern Kachin 
state also reported similar scenes of 
violence, publishing images of police 
bearing down on protesters in hpak-
ant. AFP

Thai court denies bail for 
singer over alleged arson, 
royal defamation charges
ThaILaNd’S criminal court 
on march 3 denied bail for Bot-
tom Blues singer chaiamorn 
“ammy” Kaewwiboonpan after 
he was arrested at ratchathani 
hospital in ayutthaya province 
on march 2 for alleged arson 
and violation of the criminal 
code Section 112 (lese majeste) 
and the computer crime act.

Police arrested chaiamorn 
as they believed he was one of 
the three suspects who set fire 
to pictures of the royal family 
in front of Khlong Prem cen-
tral Prison in Bangkok’s 
chatuchak district on the 
night of February 28 before 
fleeing the scene in a car.

chaiamorn’s mother had pro-
posed bail of 90,000 baht 
($3,000), but the court denied it, 
reasoning that the suspect has 

a high tendency to escape. The 
court, however, allowed 
chaiamorn to stay for 12 days 
at the Police General hospital in 
Bangkok’s Pathumwan district 
under police custody to treat 
wounds which he reportedly 
sustained from a high fall.

chaiamorn’s mother report-
edly said she would propose 
collateral of 500,000 baht on 
march 4 in another attempt to 
bail him out.

Investigation officers said that 
on march 4 they would consult 
the doctor responsible for 
chaiamorn’s treatment to see if 
he could be discharged and 
transported to Bangkok remand 
Prison, provided that the court 
again denies bail following a 
second plea today. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The funeral procession for protester Lwin Lwin Oo in Dawei, after he was shot on Sunday while taking part in a demonstration against 
the military coup. DAWEI WATCH/AFP

Chaiamorn ‘Ammy’ Kaewwiboonpan. THE NATION

digital strategies to the fore in VN 
as e-commerce role grows: experts
VIETNamESE companies are expected to 
implement digital strategies to continue 
to reach customers, experts said while 
alluding to trends in the e-commerce 
market this year.

Shopee, a leading e-commerce player 
in Vietnam, in a note predicting trends 
this year said: “The pandemic pushed 
businesses, from premium brands to 
micro-entrepreneurs, to quickly adopt 
digital strategies if they sought to reach 
customers amidst the lockdowns.”

as online selling becomes a growing 
revenue channel for brands and sellers, 
e-commerce platforms need to work with 
them to help engage their customers in a 
differentiated manner and grow their 
online presence, it said.

It cited its own example of working with 
PONd’s to integrate its aI-powered beau-
ty tech solution, Skin advisor Live into the 
online shopping experience, offering 
shoppers free personalised skincare anal-
ysis online to help them make a more 
informed buying decision. 

PONd’s was also able to tap into Shop-
ee’s engagement tools such as livestream-
ing to interact with its target audience.

There are more than 20,000 global and 
local brands on Shopee mall, offering a 
wide selection of products ranging from 
everyday to premium items.

The company works closely with these 
brands to create new and unique shop-
ping experiences. 

The e-commerce market is expected to 
see more changes this year as the covid-
19 pandemic has brought about a broad, 
deep and irreversible shift to online for 

businesses and consumers. 
Shopee Vietnam managing director Tran 

Tuan anh said: “2020 was an especially 
transformative year for e-commerce. as con-
sumers adhered to social distancing mea-
sures and stayed home, they turned to online 
platforms not just for their daily needs but 
also for entertainment and interaction.

“This led to online shopping evolving 
from a purely transactional experience to 
a more social experience, with e-com-
merce platforms integrating more inter-
active elements such as games and lives-
treaming to engage users. With 
advancements in technology, increasing 
internet penetration and a fast-growing 
population of young, tech-savvy youths 
and middle-income families, we expect 
e-commerce to play an integral role in the 
way we live, connect and do business.”

This year adoption of digital payments 
is expected to increase.

digital payment is the preferred mode 
online, and as more people become 
accustomed to e-commerce, it will also 

drive the offline cashless movement. 
While local governments’ have been mov-

ing towards a cashless society, the pandem-
ic has greatly accelerated this need in a region 
where the majority of consumer transactions 
are made in cash. In line with movement 
restrictions and continued social distancing 
efforts, consumers and businesses have 
increasingly embraced digital payments 
for greater convenience and security. 

For example, in addition to greater 
usage of airPay in-app, the number of 
offline merchants in Vietnam using airPay 
also doubled in 2020, including like 
7-Eleven, myKingdom and Guardian.

The logistics sector is also expected to 
see changes.

Shopee predicted logistics would become 
even more important as consumers increas-
ingly rely on e-commerce and have greater 
expectation of efficient delivery.

The increase in demand is particularly 
significant in the case of daily necessities 
and household essentials.

In Vietnam, Shopee, which operates in 
several countries, saw a two-fold increase 
in food, health and home-related items 
shipped from the warehouse.

Brands and sellers need to make use of 
technology to ensure that parcels are 
delivered in a timely and cost-effective 
manner, and one way to achieve this could 
be to tap into the extensive and integrated 
networks of e-commerce platforms. 

Shopee said it saw more brands tapping 
its logistics infrastructure with the result 
that the branded items shipped from its 
warehouses tripled last year. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A logistic centre in Ho Chi Minh City. SHOPEE 
VIETNAM
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T
hE past year is one 
that few of us will 
forget. While the 
impacts of the cov-

id-19 pandemic have played 
out unevenly across asia and 
the Pacific, the region has 
been spared many of the 
worst effects seen in other 
parts of the world. The pan-
demic has reminded us that a 
reliable and uninterrupted 
energy supply is critical to 
managing this crisis. 

Beyond ensuring that hos-
pitals and healthcare facili-
ties continue to function, 
energy supports the systems 
and coping mechanisms we 
rely on to work remotely, 
undertake distance learning 
and communicate essential 
health information. Impor-
tantly, energy will also under-
pin cold chains and logistics 
to ensure that billions of vac-
cines make their way to the 
people who need them most. 

The good news is our 
region’s energy systems have 
continued to function 
throughout the pandemic. a 
new report “Shaping a sus-
tainable energy future in asia 
and the Pacific:  a greener, 
more resilient and inclusive 
energy system” released 
recently by the UN Economic 
and Social commission for 
asia and the Pacific (EScaP) 
shows the energy demand 
reductions have mainly 
impacted fossil fuels and 
depressed oil and gas prices. 
renewable energy develop-
ment in countries across the 
region, such as china and 

India, has continued at a 
healthy pace throughout 2020. 

as the asia-Pacific region 
transitions its energy system 
to clean, efficient and low car-
bon technologies, the emer-
gence of the pandemic raises 
some fundamental questions. 
how can a transformed ener-
gy system help ensure our 
resilience to future crises such 
as covid-19? as we recover 
from this pandemic, can we 
launch a “green recovery” that 
simultaneously rebuilds our 
economies and puts us on 
track to meet global climate 
and sustainable development 
goals (SDG)? 

a clean and sustainable 
energy is central to a recovery 
from covid-19 pandemic. By 

emphasising the importance 
of the SDGs as a guiding 
framework for recovering bet-
ter together, we must focus on 
two critical aspects.   

First, by making meaningful 
progress on the SDGs, we can 
address many of the systemic 
issues that made societies 
more vulnerable to covid-19 
in the first place – health, 
decent work, poverty and ine-
qualities, to name a few. 

Second, by directing stimu-
lus spending to investments 
that support the achievement 
of the SDGs, we can build 
back better. If countries focus 
their stimulus efforts on the 
industries of the past such as 
fossil fuels, we risk not creat-
ing the jobs we need, or mov-

ing in the right direction to 
achieve the global goals that 
are critical to future genera-
tions. The energy sector offers 
multiple opportunities to 
align stimulus with the clean 
industries of the future. 

The evidence shows that 
renewable energy and energy 
efficiency projects create 
more jobs for the same 
investment as fossil fuel 
projects. By increasing 
expenditure on clean cook-
ing and electricity access, we 
can enhance economic activ-
ity in rural areas and bring 
modern infrastructure that 
can make these communities 
more resilient and inclusive, 
particularly for the wellbeing 
of women and children. 

additionally, investing in 
low-carbon infrastructure and 
technologies can create a basis 
for the more ambitious cli-
mate pledges we need to reach 
the Paris agreement targets of 
a 2-degree global warming 
limit. On this note, several 
countries have announced 
carbon neutrality, demonstrat-
ing a long-term vision and 
commitment to an accelerated 
transformation to sustainable 
energy. Phasing out the use of 
coal from power generation 
portfolios by substituting with 
renewables, ending fossil fuel 
subsidies, and implementing 
carbon pricing are some of the 
steps we can take. 

The covid-19 crisis has 
forced us to change many 
aspects of our lives to keep 
ourselves and our societies 
safe. It has shown that we are 
more adaptive and resilient 
than we may have believed. 
Nevertheless, we should not 
waste the opportunities this 
crisis presents for trans-
formative change. It should 
not deflect us from the 
urgent task of making mod-
ern energy available to all 
and decarbonising the 
region’s energy system 
through a transition to sus-
tainable energy. Instead, it 
should provide us with a 
renewed sense of urgency. 

We must harness the capac-
ity of sustainable energy to 
rebuild our societies and 
economies while protecting 
the environment in the pur-
suit of the 2030 agenda for 
Sustainable Development. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is UN undersecretary-general 
and ESCAP executive secretary

Sustainable energy key for Asia-Pacific 

Students and teachers take a look at a solar farm at SMP 9 state junior high school in Jakarta. The school is one 
of the few that use the renewable source of energy in the Indonesian capital. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana

ThE US house of representatives has 
passed a new economic bailout plan 
worth $1.9 trillion to financially support 
the families and enterprises affected by 
the novel coronavirus pandemic.

This is the third bailout plan the US 
has rolled out since the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus in the country. 
These bailout plans are worth a total 
of around $5 trillion. The fund was 
mainly paid by the Federal reserve in 
the form of national bonds. In other 
words, it is tantamount to the mone-
tisation of financial deficits, injecting 
huge amounts of liquidity into the 

market, raising stock prices and pric-
es of other kinds of financial assets in 
the US.

Fearing inflation, the return rate on 
the national debt of the US has soared 
quickly. It is very likely that the US econ-
omy will enter a phase of inflation.

In other words, to maintain social sta-
bility and the growth of the economy, 
the US is printing currency notes with-
out thinking of the consequences. Such 
large scale launch of currency notes 
might have strong spillover effects.

at the same time, it is estimated 
that in the foreseeable future the US 

will spend $3 trillion on upgrading its 
infrastructure facilities, which will 
unavoidably push up the prices of 
staple commodities.

although the US wants to shorten 
the income gap through these stimu-
lus packages, they will actually further 
widen the income gap in the country, 
as asset prices grow faster than wages. 
It is always the poor people who bear 
the brunt of inflation as their spend-
ing power can be seriously eroded.

meanwhile, raising the minimum 
wages and the tax rate will further 
weaken the growth of investment and 

employment, leading to the emergence 
and co-existence of a sluggish econo-
my and high unemployment rates.

If the situation continues to evolve 
in this manner, the turmoil in the 
financial system, and the global infla-
tion might directly threaten the sta-
bility of the world economy, particu-
larly of china.

Therefore, china should take pre-
cautions to prevent the already rising 
inflation pressure from depressing its 
consumption, which has been on a 
difficult recovery path. CHINA DAILY/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Time to guard against global inflation risks
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Phare seek Guinness circus record 
Hong Raksmey

c
amBODIaNS are go-
ing to try to notch up 
a singular achieve-
ment by attempt-

ing to set the world record for 
marathon circus performances 
starting march 7 at 8:00am.

The circus performers from 
Phare Ponleu Selpak – the 
Battambang arts education 
non-profit and circus troupe 
– will take to the stage for an 
incredible 24 hours and 1 
minute in a bid to set a Guin-
ness World record for longest 
circus performance. 

“Nobody has ever attempted 
to do a 24-hour circus perfor-
mance before! So we proposed 
it to Guinness and they agreed 
that if we can keep the per-
formance going for 24 hours 
we will take the record,” says 
Phare Ponleu Selpak executive 
director Osman Khawaja.

“There will be 90 perform-
ers! It’s a true extravaganza!” 
says Khawaja, “This event is 
one of the most important in 
Phare’s whole 27 year history.” 

The record-setter must fol-
low the Guinness guidelines, 
which they formulated spe-
cifically for this new record at-
tempt. For example, the per-
formance must last 24 hours 
and 1 minute and all perform-
ers must be up to professional 
standards and compensated 
for their participation.

“acts must be varied and not 
repeated, independent wit-
nesses must be present and 
at least 50 people should be 
in the audience at all times,” 
say the guidelines. 

Khawaja tells The Post: 
“The performers will change 
throughout the 24 hour pe-
riod, but there will always be 
performers on stage juggling, 
doing acrobatics, clowning 
and performing.”

anyone interested in sup-
porting Phare and joining in 
the fun can do so most eas-
ily by watching the perfor-
mance’s livestream, but every-
one is welcome to attend the 
show in person at Phare’s Big 
Top venue in Battambang.

Those who can make it to 
Battambang for the perfor-
mance are invited to take part 
as audience members if they 
observe strict anti-covid pre-
cautions like wearing face-
masks and social distancing. 

“having an audience of at 
least 50 is a key rule for break-
ing the record, which means 
that anyone who attends the 
event will become a world 
record-holder themselves and 
receive a digital certificate that 
confirms this,” Khawaja says.

The organisers assume that 
most people won’t be able to 
attend the show for the whole 
24 hours, but if they stay for at 
least one hour they will qual-
ify as one of the record-hold-
ers as well since Guinness 
requires at least 50 audience 
members at all times. 

“We’ll give them a digital 
certificate later on proving 

they are record-holders. So 
please just show up when 
you can and stay for at least 
an hour and be part of the 
fun absolutely free. Just make 
sure you bring your mask and 
feel well,” says Khawaja. 

anyone unable to attend in 
person in Battambang is invit-
ed to take part online and join 
the cellcard live stream of the 
entire 24 hour circus at https://
youtu.be/xY9jOQisUt8 or sign 
up for one of their one-hour 
gala viewing events.

according to Phare’s an-
nouncement, “the gala events 
have been organised at 10am 
and 8pm [IcT] on Sunday, 
march 7 so that anyone can 

go online and watch part of 
the record attempt live from 
Battambang, taking part in an 
hour of fun and fundraising”.

There are three simple 
steps for people who want to 
take part in one of the gala 
events. The audience can 
book their seats on www.bit.
ly/pharegala21 and then tune 
in on march 7 from wherever 
they are in the world and be 
thrilled by a short segment 
from Phare’s record-breaking 
circus and contribute to the 
fundraising efforts. 

People who tune into the 
virtual viewing 
events will get 
to watch 

whichever of the 90 perform-
ers participating in the mara-
thon circus happen to be on 
stage at that time. The will 
also learn more about Phare’s 
fascinating history through 
exclusive videos and intimate 
interviews with Phare artists. 

“There will also be unique prize 
draws for every attendee signing 
up to watch on the streaming 
platform,” says Phare. 

Phare Ponleu Selpak was 
founded 27 years ago by nine 
cambodians who grew up in 
a refugee camp after surviving 

the genocide of the 
Khmer rouge. 

The nine 
founders be-
came interest-

ed in visual 
arts initially 
under the 
tutelage of 
a French 
t e a c h e r 
v o l u n -
t e e r i n g 

in cambo-
dia over three 

decades ago. 
Today, some of them are 

now teachers themselves 
at the arts focused school 

they founded in Battam-
bang. 

most people know 
Phare for their cir-

cus performances 
or arts education 

programmes. 
h o w e v e r , 

they also pro-
vide a full 
curriculum 
in essen-
tial school 
subjects like 

math, science 
and English to 

about a thou-
sand students 

from impover-
ished families ev-
ery year through 

their schools and 

child Development centre.
The covid-19 pandemic has 

nearly eliminated the tourism 
sector for the past year and be-
cause Phare’s funding comes 
in part from ticket sales to their 
circus performances – which 
have always been heavily at-
tended by tourists and obvi-
ously involve large groups of 
people – this has been a tough 
year financially for them. 

Nevertheless, they are 
determined that their arts 
programmes, circus school, 
education programmes and 
social support work are going 
to survive the covid-19 crisis 
no matter what. 

Phare recently posted on 
Facebook with the hashtag 
#pharegala2021 to make a re-
quest of their many fans and 
followers:

“On march 6th and 7th, please 
support Phare Ponleu Selpak by 
attending their exciting Virtual 
Gala and Guinness World re-
cord attempt for the ‘longest-
ever circus performance’!”

Phare’s recent run of perfor-
mances in Phnom Penh were 
also cut short due to a covid-
19 outbreak and all of this 
together means the school is 
facing a budgetary shortfall of 
$250,000 – money that it needs 
to make it through 2021.

This loss has left Phare in a 
state of emergency which could 
result in cuts to both its educa-
tion and arts services which 
will leave hundreds of disad-
vantaged cambodians without 
access to education or the op-
portunities in life that training 
in the arts can provide. 

Phare says: “The school 
has already cut back on pro-
grammes and all of its staff 
members have taken volun-
tary pay cuts, so [we] began 
looking for creative ideas to 
help raise emergency funds.” 

and thus the World’s Lon-
gest circus Performance came 
about after the record-break-

ing attempt was officially 
endorsed and sanctioned by 
the Guinness Book of World 
records, who drew up a set 
of rules for the record so that 
once it is established these 
rules will make a fair competi-
tion possible if someday some 
other circus decides they want 
to try and break it. 

Khawaja enthuses that 
“claiming this World record 
will help to make cambodian 
creativity and culture famous 
around the world, which is 
one of our ambitions as an 
organisation. 

“. . . and it will be a chance 
to fundraise!”

This world record attempt 
has been organised in part-
nership with cellcard who are 
helping to raise awareness of 
Phare’s funding struggles. 

cellcard cEO Ian Watson 
says his team was committed 
to growing young Khmer tal-
ent and providing platforms 
for youth to achieve their am-
bitions. 

“Phare is one of modern 
cambodia’s cultural icons 
and we are proud to provide 
this partnership support and 
look forward to working with 
them on other joint projects 
this year,” he says. 

Should Phare succeed they 
will hold one of just eleven 
Guinness World records that 
were set by cambodians or in 
cambodia, and it will be the 
first new record set here in 
three years. 

The other records include 
such oddities as the longest 
hand-woven scarf (krama) at 
around 1,150m, the world’s 
biggest sticky bun weighing 
in at over four tonnes and the 
world’s longest dragon boat at 
over 87m, a record that was set 
just a few years ago.

cambodia also holds a cou-
ple of records that are rooted in 
its traditional culture – such as 
the record for the King with the 
longest title, King Sihamoni. Or 
as he is officially known:

“his merciful Excellent maj-
esty Protector, King Norodom 
Sihamoni; who unites the 
nation, religion, realms, and 
people of the Khmer state; the 
Great King who is supported by 
Buddha and Indra; the Protec-
tor of Independence, Unifica-
tion and Peace; the Great King 
of the Kingdom of cambodia”.

The Khmer language holds 
the record for the most char-
acters used in its script at 74, 
though some of them have 
fallen out of common usage. 

and of course cambodia has 
angkor Wat, which has held the 
record for the world’s largest 
religious structure – with an en-
closed area of over 160ha con-
taining 72 monuments – for the 
past thousand years or so.

You can save your seat and 
find out more about how to 
help Phare, have fun and be 
a world record holder all at 
once by following @PharE 
into the future on Facebook, 
or inquiring by email: gala@
phareps.org.

A performer juggles fire at a previous Phare circus cabaret. Ninety performers will take the stage for the 24-hour record attempt. Supplied

Phare Circus Troupe juggles Khmer woven baskets. Florian lang
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Plaster strips
  6 Persuade
 10 Fit to perform 
 14 Birthplace of a hurricane
 15 Kind of gum in food preparation
 16 Data transfer rate unit
 17 Good thing to have in the brain
 20 Baby sitter?
 21 Cornmeal cake
 22 Disgust
 23 “FoxTrot” cartoonist Bill
 25 Cat in boots?
 26 Michener genre
 28 Bellyaches
 32 Manuals are created for them
 34 Easily maneuverable, as a ship
 35 Jay Z’s music
 38 Fuse box replacers
 42 Is inflicted with
 43 Potential dilemma solver
 44 Low-class joints
 45 Smear-sheet topic
 48 Like a clean room
 49 Lunch meat shop
 51 Cargo stower

 53 Pinball place
 55 Edible seaweed
 56 Pension starter?
 59 Cold cereal it’s not
 62 Metalware for trays
 63 Race on a strip
 64 Narrow lane between buildings
 65 Malamute’s attachment
 66 New Haven campus
 67 Charlotte ___ (dessert)
DOWN
  1 Nessie habitat, supposedly
  2 Muscle malady
  3 Junior misses
  4 Thigh of a hog
  5 Make malicious remarks
  6 Kampala’s country
  7 Be king
  8 Chat and then some
  9 Pitching coaches’ concerns(Abbr.)
 10 Calculator of old
 11 Money-lenders
 12 Clare and Henry
 13 First abode
 18 Rabbit fur
 19 Watch one’s mouth?

 24 Wine press residue
 26 “Parting is ___ sweet ...”
 27 World’s largest continent
 29 “I goofed, man”
 30 Taint
 31 Prior to, to poets
 33 Baseball “squeeze”
 35 Some court decisions
 36 Field of expertise
 37 “Hey, listen up!”
 39 McKinley’s spouse
 40 Fairly large shoe size
 41 Cows, old-school
 45 Allayed one’s thirst
 46 Accuse without proof
 47 Volcanic spew
 49 Dentist’s occupational hazard
 50 The Sorbonne is one
 52 Senegal capital
 53 Does a thespian’s turn
 54 Whirling water
 55 Range extending to Kazakhstan
 57 Brings to bear
 58 Eyelid inflammation
 60 Women’s sports supporter?
 61 Wintertime woe

“HAM IT UP” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Iberian ham makers feel 
covid pandemic’s pinch
T

he sun is shining as Salvador Pereira 
menaut’s pigs trot between the oak 
trees in search of acorns – but he does 
not look happy.

Sales of premium “pata negra” dry-cured 
hams, the “caviar” of Spanish charcuterie, 
have suffered as restaurants and hotels have 
closed and celebratory events where it is usu-
ally eaten have been put on ice because of the 
pandemic.

and that has pushed down the value of the 
hams made by Navarretinto, the company 
Pereira runs, as well as the 13,000 Iberico pigs 
raised each year in the sparsely populated re-
gion of extremadura in southwestern Spain.

he said: “We had managed to carve out a 
place for ourselves in the best restaurants and 
hotels in madrid. But almost all of them have 
closed since the start of the pandemic and 
they no longer buy.”

a cured leg of “pata negra” can sell for more 
than €500 ($600) but restaurants are now pay-
ing 30 per cent less for the delicacy than they 
did before the pandemic.

This amount does not cover the cost of the 
pigs’ feed during the summer months when 
there are no acorns, Pereira explains.

Navarretinto only transforms a small part of 
the pigs it raises into hams, and sells the rest 
to other ham producers. But the price of pigs 
has also dropped.

Since the pandemic hit last year, the price 
Spanish pig farmers receive for their livestock 
has plunged 20-25 per cent, according to the 
aSIcI association of pork producers.

and the plunge in price for purebred Iberico 
pigs like those raised by Pereira is around 50 
per cent.

“If this goes on for too long, it’s possible 
some [breeders] will disappear, including us,” 
he said.

No more parties 
Farming cooperatives in andalusia, the 

main region that produces cured ham, esti-
mate sales have halved within Spain and the 
loss for pig breeders in 2020 stands at €250 
million.

“The industry is facing a lot of uncertainty 
because it doesn’t know what it’s going to sell,” 
said aSIcI president antonio Prieto, pointing 
out that “all traditional and family parties 
have been cancelled” and many restaurants 
have closed.

curing a ham takes a minimum of two to 
three years so ham makers are paying less for 
pork because they don’t know how much they 
will be able to charge for the end product, he 
explained.

and “cortadores” – those skilled in the art of 
finely slicing dry-cured legs of ham – have also 
been hit hard.

Their skill lies in cutting ham into slices so 
thin they are almost transparent, called “lon-
chas”, or chunks called “tacos”, and they are 
often hired to staff special events.

“It affects us a lot because there are no more 
ceremonies, weddings, banquets, ferias or 
business meals,” said Florencio Sanchidrian, 
Spain’s most famous “cortador”.

Exports also hit 
Pereira has set up an online sales service but 

said it is “not enough” to make up for the fall 
in sales through traditional channels.

his small firm’s efforts to boost exports to 
make up for declining business in Spain have 
also struggled owing to travel restrictions pre-
venting its sales manager from going abroad 
to meet potential new customers.

exports of Spanish dry-cured hams of all 
grades fell about three per cent year-on-year 
in volume in 2020, according to aSIcI.

The pandemic is reviving fears of a repeat of 
the 2008 global financial crisis, which pushed 
thousands of small ham producers into bank-
ruptcy.

But Prieto said the sector has become more 
professional, with a system in place to quickly 
inform farmers of changes in market condi-
tions so they can reduce production when 
prices fall.

“We may lose money, or not earn the money 
which we should, that’s for sure,” he said.

“But there have been no closures so far, even 
if each farm is earning less.”AFP

Spanish master ham cutter Florencio Sanchidrian poses in a wide green field where Iberian black pigs forage 
in Membrio, near Caceres, in January. AFP

A plate of Spanish Jamon Iberico (Iberian ham) ‘Pata Negra’ is displayed in Membrio – near Caceres – in 
January. AFP
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Barcelona downs 
Sevilla with epic 
comeback to reach 
copa del rey final
B

arcelona needed extra-
time to reach the copa del 
rey final on march 3, with 
a 3-2 aggregate win over 

Sevilla coming just two days after a 
police raid on the club and the arrest 
of their former president.

having trailed 2-0 from the first leg, 
Danish international martin Braith-
waite hit the crucial goal in the fifth 
minute of extra-time with a diving 
header off a Jordi alba cross.

Gerard Pique had equalised in the 
fourth minute of stoppage time with 
virtually the last play of the game to 
save Barca.

The veteran international headed 
in at the near post after a fine cross 
from antoine Griezmann.

That was after ousmane Dembele, 
who scored in the 2-0 win at Sevilla 
in la liga at the weekend, had given 
the 30-time Spanish cup winners a 
12th-minute lead in the second leg 
with a right-foot drive from outside 
the area.

Sevilla could have killed the game 
off in the 73rd minute to deny Barca 
their place in the final for a 42nd 
time.

They were awarded a penalty when 
lucas ocampos was brought down 
by oscar mingueza.

however, ocampos saw his tame 
right-foot effort from the spot saved 
by marc-andre ter Stegen.

Flagging Sevilla were then reduced 
to 10 men in injury time when Bra-
zilian Fernando was red-carded for a 
foul on Francisco Trincao.

“The team deserved to qualify,” 
said Barca coach ronald Koeman.

“For their work and honesty. We are 
more aggressive, we’ve always creat-
ed chances, the team has improved 
enormously. 

“This is a very important result for 
the club, for the players, and for me 
of course as well. This is an impor-
tant step in earning a title.”   

It was a much-needed win for 
Barcelona after former president Jo-
sep maria Bartomeu, current chief 
executive oscar Grau, head of legal 
services roma Gomez Ponti and 
Bartomeu’s adviser Jaume masferrer 
were arrested by catalan police, who 
searched the club’s offices on mon-
day morning.

They were all questioned in relation 

to last year’s “Barcagate” scandal.
The club holds its presidential elec-

tions later this week.
The search of Barcelona’s stadium 

was part of a probe into allegations the 
club carried out a defamation cam-
paign against current and former play-
ers who were critical of Bartomeu.

Spanish radio station cadena Ser 
claimed in February 2020 that Bar-
ca covered up inflated payments 
to a company called I3 Ventures 
which it had hired to boost the im-

age of the club on social media.
Part of the social media campaign 

included criticising current and for-
mer players like lionel messi and 
Xavi hernandez, and iconic coach 
Pep Guardiola.

Barcelona will face either athletic 
Bilbao or levante, who are 1-1 in 
their semi-final, in the final on april 
17 in Seville.

Before that, however, Barcelona 
will attempt another comeback ef-
fort when they take on Paris Saint-

Germain in the second leg of their 
champions league last 16 tie next 
week.

Barca trail 4-1 from the first leg.
Sevilla coach Julen lopetegui ad-

mitted march 3’s defeat was a “bitter 
pill to swallow”.

“We are disappointed and sad to be 
deprived of a final.

“We experienced the most crush-
ing feeling in football, conceding 
with the last kick of the game [in nor-
mal time].” AFP

Pollard hits six sixes off hat-trick 
man Dananjaya in T20 triumph
WeST Indies captain Kieron 
Pollard on march 3 became 
only the third man to hit six 
sixes in an international over in 
his team’s four-wicket Twen-
ty20 victory over Sri lanka.

The feat came in the sixth 
over of a bizarre West Indies 
innings, bowled by off-spin-
ner akila Dananjaya who 
moments earlier in his previ-
ous over had been celebrating 
taking a hat-trick.

Pollard followed in the foot-
steps of South africa’s her-
schelle Gibbs against the neth-
erlands in the 2007 World cup 
and India’s Yuvraj Singh, who 
also achieved the feat in the 

2007 Twenty20 World cup 
against england.

Pollard was eventually out for 
38 off 11 balls as the West Indies 
chased 132 to win at the 
coolidge cricket Ground, 
reaching their target in the 14th 
over when Jason holder clob-
bered his side’s 13th six.

“I felt I could hit six sixes after 
the third one,” said 33-year-old 
Pollard.

“once I had five sixes I knew 
I had the bowler on the back 
foot. he was going around the 
wicket and it was difficult for 
him. I just told myself: ‘Go for 
it’.”

Sri lanka skipper angelo 

mathews hailed his opposite 
number.

“Pollard as we know is very 
destructive,” mathews told the 
post-match presentation.

“What I told akila was to go 
for his wicket even if he gets 
hit for six sixes. If he miscued 
one we could have got him 
out. Unfortunately it didn’t 
happen.”

only eight men have hit six 
sixes in an over in all forms of 
cricket with fellow West Indian 
Garfield Sobers the first to do 
so in an english county game 
in 1968.

Demolition man
West Indies’ openers evin 

lewis and lendl Simmons 
bludgeoned 52 off the first 20 
balls as the two-time T20 World 
cup winners looked comfort-
ably on course.

however, having hit three 
sixes off three balls off mathews’ 
opening over, lewis was caught 
by Danushka Gunathilaka in 
the deep off Dananjaya for a 
brisk 28.

That brought 41-year-old 
chris Gayle to the crease for his 
first international appearance 
in two years.

But he lasted just one ball 
when he was plumb lbw to 

Dananjaya who then complet-
ed his hat-trick by having nich-
olas Pooran caught behind by 
niroshan Dickwella.

The West Indies were 52-3 
which soon became 62-4 when 
leg-spinner Wanindu hasa-
ranga dismissed Simmons, the 
opener having made 26, before 
Pollard launched his demoli-
tion job.

hasaranga survived the car-
nage and finished with figures 
of 3-12 off his four overs.

Despite his hat-trick, Danan-
jaya’s four overs cost 62 runs.

Sri lanka, bidding to win a 
match for the first time in a 
year, made a below-par 131-9.

The tourists were asked to bat 
by the 2012 and 2016 world 
champions with Pathum nis-
sanka marking his Sri lanka 
debut by top scoring with 39 off 
34 balls including four fours 
and one of his team’s three 
sixes.

The 22-year-old batsman 
shared a 51-run second wicket 
partnership with opener Dick-
wella, who made 33.

The second and third games 
in the series also take place at 
the coolidge cricket Ground 
on march 5 and 7, to be fol-
lowed by three one-day inter-
nationals and two Tests. AFP

Barcelona’s Danish forward Martin Braithwaite celebrates scoring his team’s third goal during Spanish Copa del Rey (King’s Cup) 
semi-final second leg football match against Sevilla FC. AFP

Juventus’ US midfielder Weston McKennie reacts during the Italian 
Serie A football match against AC Milan. AFP

Cricket match at the Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui on November 29. AFP

Juve pick up mcKennie 
from Schalke for $22.3m
JUV enTUS have bought 
Weston mcKennie from 
Schalke for €18.5 million 
($22.3 million), the Serie a 
club announced on march 3, 
ending the US midfielder’s 
loan spell to make the move 
permanent.

In a statement, Juve said that 
an additional €6.5 million in 
add-ons would be paid to 
Schalke “on achieving given 
conditions over the course of 
the duration of the contract”.

Juve added that mcKennie 
had signed a new contract that 
commits him to the Italian 
champions until the end of 
June 2025.

mcKennie, 22, joined Juve 
from the German Bundesliga’s 
crisis club Schalke in the sum-

mer on an initial season-long 
loan.

The US international spent 
four years in Germany and made 
91 appearances for Schalke, but 
the Bundesliga club found itself 
in a perilous financial situation 
after the coronavirus pandemic.

he has impressed for Juve 
since his arrival in Italy, scor-
ing four times in 31 appear-
ances for the ‘old lady’ of Ital-
ian football.

Juve said when they 
announced the initial loan in 
august that they would buy 
Texas-born mcKennie if he met 
certain unspecified targets, 
and on march 3 the club said 
“it’s because of this, that as of 
today, he has become an out-
right Juventus player”. AFP
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