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Law on Covid-19 control takes effect
Niem chheng

THE Kingdom’s acting head 
of state Say Chhum on March 
11 promulgated the Law on 
Measures to Prevent the 
Spread of Covid-19 and Other 
Serious, Dangerous and Con-
tagious Diseases.  

The promulgation came 
the same day the Senate 
unanimously passed it with-

out any change, with politi-
cians differing over the hasty 
approval of the bill and the 
heavy penalties it incurs. 

Comprising six chapters and 
18 articles, the law defines 
measures, penalties, scope and 
the enforcement authority. 

In a press release, the Sen-
ate said the law is aimed at 
protecting public health and 
mitigate the socio-economic 

impact of the pandemic. 
“The law demonstrates the 

government’s willingness to 
assume greater responsibility 
for the protection of people’s 
lives, security and public order 
as the country faces threats 
posed by Covid-19 and other 
contagious diseases,” the Sen-
ate said in a press release.

Minister of Justice Koeut 
Rith said while defending the 

bill at the Senate that such law 
is warranted in the face of the 
pandemic. During this time, 
he said some countries have 
made new laws while others 
have added measures to exist-
ing laws, and some others have 
implemented heavy measures 
to curb transmission.

“The country that applies 
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health 
announced on March 
11 that a Covid-19 
patient whose case was 

linked to the February 20 com-
munity transmission had died. 

In a press release, the min-
istry said this was the first 
Covid-19-related death ever 
confirmed in the country.

“On March 11, at 10:40am, 
a 50-year-old Cambodian 
man died from Covid-19 at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital,” it said.

The deceased patient resided 
in Chak Angre Krom commune 
of Phnom Penh’s Meanchey 
district. He was the driver for 
a Chinese business owner 
in Preah Sihanouk province 
whose case was also linked to 

the community outbreak.
The ministry said the de-

ceased patient had tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 on February 
27 after his samples were sent 
to the laboratory at the Institut 
Pasteur du Cambodge. 

Health ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment, but 
in an interview on local tele-
vision on March 11, she con-

firmed that a Cambodian had 
died from Covid-19. 

She said the patient’s condi-
tion was critical from March 
5 when he began to display 
visible signs of respiratory 
distress such as panting for 
breath. His doctors then 
moved him from the Chak 
Angre Health Centre to the

Scars linger 
a decade 
after Japan 
disasters

Cambodia registers first
fatality linked to Covid

JAPAN fell silent on March 
11 to mark 10 years since 
the worst natural disaster in 
the country’s living memory 
– a powerful earthquake, 
deadly tsunami and nuclear 
meltdown that traumatised 
a nation.

A minute’s silence was 
observed across the country 
at 2:46pm local time (0546 
GMT), the precise moment 
a 9.0 magnitude quake hit 
off the northeast coast on 
March 11, 2011.

Around 18,500 people 
were killed or left missing in 
the disaster, most of them 
claimed by the towering 
waves triggered by one of 
the strongest quakes ever 
recorded.

The ensuing nuclear melt-
down at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant blan-
keted nearby areas with 
radiation, rendering some 
towns uninhabitable for 
years and displacing tens of 
thousands of residents.

Speaking at a ceremony in 
Tokyo’s national theatre, 
Emperor Naruhito said the 
“unforgettable memory of 
the tragedy” persisted a 
decade on.

“Many of those afflicted, in 
spite of their having suffered 
from unimaginably enormous 
damage, have overcome 
numerous hardships by help-
ing one another,” he added.

The annual memorial 
event was held before a 
smaller audience than usual, 
with the capital and nearby 
areas currently under a virus 
state of emergency.

Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga said the challenges 
faced by survivors had been 
compounded by the pan-
demic and natural disasters, 
including a recent strong 
quake in the region, classi-
fied as an aftershock of the 
2011 tremor.

But he said Japan had 
always “overcome every cri-
sis with courage and hope”.

Private and public com-
memorations were seen 
across Japan as bereaved 
local residents laid flowers 
at graves and placed letters 
to missing family members 
into the sea.

As the sun rose in Fuku-
shima prefecture’s Hisano-
hama, 78-year-old Toshio 
Kumaki walked along a

a 50-year-old cambodian man died from covid-19 at the Khmer-soviet Friendship hospital on thursday. HEAN RANGSEY
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Donations pour 
in for gov’t fight  
against Covid-19 

PRIVATE donors have announced a 
donation of funds to the Cambo-
dian government to assist with the 

ongoing battle against Covid-19. 
Germany has also announced the provi-

sion of an additional €4.8 million donation. 
Galaxy Navatra Group Co Ltd chairman 

Leng Navatra; Royal Group chairman 
Kith Meng; Chip Mong Group Co Ltd; 
Borey Piphup Thmey chairman Hong Piv; 
and Prince Bank chairman Chen Zi each 
donated $3 million. 

Cambodian Institute for Democracy 
president Pa Chanroeun said these dona-
tions would assist the government with 
the challenges posed by Covid-19.

“For the public, they will want to see that 
proper attention is given to oversight and 
management of these funds to stop the 
spread of Covid-19 coming from all these 
donors, which means there must be trans-
parency and accountability,” he said.

The German embassy in Phnom 
Penh said in a press release on March 
11 that the funds it had pledged will be 
implemented through three different 
programmes through the end of 2021.

It said €1 million was to be used to assist 
returning unemployed migrant workers; 
€2 million to strengthen the government’s 
IDPoor welfare system; and €1.8 million to 
improve the ability of Cambodia to monitor 
the spread of Covid-19. 

It said German support for Cambodia’s 
Covid-19 response has totalled more 
than €14 million. MoM Kunthear

Continued from page 1

Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital.
“Doctors scanned his lungs 

and saw that both of his lungs 
had serious problems. Be-
cause of that, he was no lon-
ger able to get enough oxygen. 
The doctors tried to help him 
and treated him to the best of 
their ability, but they could 
not save him,” she said.

“Currently, some of the 
other Covid-19 patients be-
ing treated are also in serious 
condition and our medical 
professionals are working dil-

igently to keep them alive. We 
will continue to monitor their 
conditions,” she said.

Vandine reiterated her call 
for the public not to underes-
timate the dangers of Covid-
19, especially the new variants 
which she said are more conta-
gious and may be more deadly. 
She asked that everyone re-
main vigilant and constantly 
follow the three protections 
and three don’ts guidelines. 

Hun Many, president of the 
Union of Youth Federations 
of Cambodia, said the death 
clearly demonstrated the very 

real risk posed by Covid-19 to 
Cambodian lives. 

“I am saddened by the regret-
table news of the death of a 
Covid-19 patient on the morning 
of March 11. I would like to offer 
my condolences to his family,” 
he said in a Facebook post. 

Many called on the public 
to exercise increased caution 
by following all preventive 
health measures introduced 
by the health ministry. 

The death came just a day af-
ter Prime Minister Hun Sen or-
dered municipal and provincial 
authorities to prepare places 
for cremations and burials for 
those who die from Covid-19 
according to their traditions. 

Hun Sen also instructed 
them to prepare for a possible 
increase in demand for cof-
fins for deceased Covid-19 pa-
tients. He noted that the prep-
aration was not meant as an 
insult to people’s lives, but to 
ensure that all of the deceased 
would be honoured appro-
priately despite the obstacles 
caused by the pandemic. 

“This is just about being pre-
pared. I don’t understand how 
some people could interpret 
this preparation as an insult to 
the lives of citizens. But I would 
like to inform them that being 
prepared [for the possibility of 
death] is not an insult to the 
lives of any citizens,” he said.

He explained that accord-
ing to Cambodian traditions, 
when parents reached old 
age, their children would 
have coffins made for them 
and have a stupa built before 
they passed away. 

“Was this an insult to the 
lives of their parents?” he 
asked rhetorically.

Worried about the increase 
in the number of Covid-19 
patients, the prime minister 

has ordered the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Hall and the army 
commander to prepare two 
more hospitals by taking over 
hotels as quarantine facilities 
that have 200 or more rooms.

Hun Sen also requested 
that army medics render as-
sistance to civilian medical 
specialists to cope with the 
rapidly increasing number of 
Covid-19 patients. 

“I have discussed this with 
Samdech Pichey Sena [Minister 
of National Defence] Tea Banh 
and requested that he deploy 
medics to help civilian medi-
cal professionals. The army has 
also prepared 30 groups of their 
medical specialists to help the 
civilian doctors,” he said.

Hun Sen added that when 
the two additional hospital fa-
cilities are ready, they will be 
managed by the army med-
ics. They will be supplied by 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance and beyond staffing 

these two hospitals, addition-
al medics will be deployed as 
needed to at-risk locations.

Separately, Phnom Penh 
governor Kuong Sreng told 
The Post on March 11 that he 
was considering several op-
tions to use as hospitals for 
care of Covid-19 patients. 

“I don’t remember the names 
of all the hotels that we’ve cho-
sen, but one is located in the 
Tra Louk Bek area in Tuol Kork 
district with 45 rooms. Another 
is in the Kbal Mean Che area in 
Tuol Kork district’s Phsar Depot 
II commune with 135 rooms, 
and the third is the Toyoko Inn 
Hotel in Chamkarmon district 
with 300 rooms,” he said.

“As of now we have not yet 
taken over any of [these ho-
tels] because we are waiting 
for their owners to report 
back with complete informa-
tion about them before we 
move forward,” Sreng said.

He also noted that working 

groups would first make use 
of the hospitals in Prey Sar 
commune of Phnom Penh’s 
Dangkor district. These loca-
tions were already medical 
facilities and are staffed with 
medical specialists for treat-
ing Covid-19 patients.

On March 11 alone, the health 
ministry recorded 39 new cases 
of Covid-19 linked to the Feb-
ruary 20 community transmis-
sion, raising the total to 652 in 
just nearly three weeks. 

The 39 include seven Chi-
nese, three Vietnamese and 
one Korean, with the rest be-
ing Cambodian.

Phnom Penh recorded the 
most cases at 22, followed 
by Kandal province at nine, 
Prey Veng at six, and one 
each in Preah Sihanouk and 
Battambang.

As of March 11, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 1,163 
cases, with 565 receiving ongo-
ing treatment and one death.
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Army medics set to render assistance as cases soar

Officials told to implement drug plan
Voun Dara

M
INISTEr of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has requested 
that all minis-

tries, institutions and munici-
pal-provincial administrations 
implement the government’s 
6th plan in their campaign to 
combat illegal drugs, which 
has been launched to tackle 
ongoing problems with drug-
related crime. 

In a letter dated March 9, 
Sar Kheng also recommended 
that the implementation of 
this campaign be done with 
strict adherence to the “three 
protections and three don’ts” 
amid the Covid-19 crisis.

“Please disseminate [this 
plan] as much as possible 
within your jurisdictions 
and to begin its actual im-
plementation.”

According to Sar Kheng, 
the secretariat of this cam-
paign will provide a report 
summarising the results of 
the implementation of the 
fifth campaign as a founda-
tion for beginning the sixth.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
on February 19 laid out the 
6th campaign plan to com-
bat illegal drugs, set to take 
place from January 1 to De-

cember 31, after observing 
that there was no decline in 
drug offences following the 
last campaign. 

Hun Sen said the use of 
drugs did not show any signs 
of declining, rather there 
seemed to be an increase 
in synthetic drugs such 
as methamphetamines, 

MDMA and ketamine which 
are all produced in clandes-
tine laboratories and have a 
wide market today.

“Drug traffickers have 
also taken the opportunity 
to smuggle drugs through 
Cambodia to other coun-
tries as well as selling them 
in the country,” he said.

According to the prime 
minister, during the imple-
mentation of the 5th cam-
paign plan in 2020, authori-
ties had investigated 10,461 
cases of drug offences, ar-
rested 21,566 suspects and 
seized 3875.90kg of various 
kinds of drugs, along with 
4,425 kg of chemical com-

pounds used to make drugs. 
Among the 10,461 cases, 77 
involved large-scale drug 
trafficking activities.

Through the 6th plan to 
combat illegal drugs, Hun 
Sen urged the authorities to 
increase their intelligence 
gathering, investigation and 
preventive activities to help 
suppress the import, transit, 
trafficking and use of drugs.

Cheap Sotheary, the Preah 
Sihanouk provincial coordi-
nator for rights group Adhoc, 
said the level of criminal ac-
tivities related to illegal drugs 
in his province remains very 
high, even though the au-
thorities have cracked down 
on many cases.

“In Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince, authorities are arresting 
people and prosecuting them 
for drug offenses continu-
ously. Most of the inmates in 
the prisons are drug offend-
ers, including Cambodians 
and Chinese,” she said.

She noted that recently 
Chinese criminals were 
caught smuggling drugs to 
people at quarantine cen-
tres in the province too. She 
urged the authorities to find 
the ringleaders in charge 
of the drug trafficking and 
prosecute them.

Medical professionals tend to Covid-19 patients at Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital in Phnom Penh. facebooK

Officials destroy over two tonnes of illicit drugs seized in raids. honh Menea



Long Kimmarita 

A TEAM of archaeologists from 
the Ministry of Environment 
is studying fossilised bones 
found on Koh Por next to the 
Tatai Wildlife Sanctuary in Bak 
Khlang commune, Mondul 
Seima district, Koh Kong prov-
ince. Based on preliminary 
findings, the fossil may be of 
animals that lived when dino-
saurs roamed the earth.

Lim Vanchan, office direc-
tor of the heritage area 
department of the ministry’s 
general department of local 
communities said on March 
9 that the fossil is 70cm long 
and 20cm wide.

Vanchan added that based 
on the findings, the team has 
claimed that this could be a 
fossil of an animal related to 
wildlife found in Cambodia. 
It was found in a layer of sand-
stone on the island where 
seawater washed over it.

“According to the geologi-
cal map, the area’s age is era 
II [between 65-190 million 
years ago]. This means this 
animal lived during a time 
when dinosaurs were alive. 
The ministry’s research team 
will continue to study in col-
laboration with experts in 
archaeology to help deter-
mine this species,” he said.

According to the ministry, 
the study of the fossils found 
on Koh Por was carried out 
by the ministry’s heritage 
area department fossil study 
team in collaboration with 
the Mondulkiri provincial 
department of environment 

after the discovery and study 
of an ammonite fossil.

What are ammonites? The 
ministry said that it is a species 
from the snail and squid fam-
ily. According to a preliminary 
examination, the size of these 
animals is up to 25cm. This 
species was found in Mon-
dulkiri province in 2019 in the 
Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary.

According to the geological 

time line, ammonites lived 
during the Mesozoic era II 
from 225 to 65 million years 
ago. This is preliminary data 
from the team which will 
need further study.

Ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra said that fossil 
research is a framework to 
examine the related history 
of protected areas and the 
development of natural 

resources. He said it is a study 
of the potential of existing 
species and areas that have 
fossils. This is to link the 
present and past develop-
ments of species across the 
country.

“We know that our pro-
tected areas are not only rich 
in natural resources and 
wildlife, but also have tem-
ples. So the heritage area 

department is conducting 
this study to compile accu-
rate data. Second, it is to link 
tourism as well, because the 
work of visiting protected 
areas is not only to look at the 
forest or wildlife, but also to 
find out about the past of the 
area,” he said.

In 2019, the teamwork of 
the department excavated 
fossilised wood in Lumphat 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Ratana-
kkiri province with the par-
ticipation of experts. The 
result of the dig revealed a fos-
sil – which looks like a tree – 
that it is 13m long. The exam-
ination of 18 more tree fossils 
would continue.

There are also fish fossils. 
Impressions of the eyes and 
fins, and parts of the head 
can be seen. The tail is 
detached from the body sec-
tion. The size is about 3cm 
wide and 8cm long. 

This fossil was found by the 
fossil study team of the min-
istry’s department of heritage 
area of the general depart-
ment of local communities in 
2019 located in Phnom Svay, 
Banteay Meanchey province. 
Many other specimens have 
also been found.

Currently, Phnom Svay has 
become a natural heritage 
site. It used to be covered by 
water and was formed by the 
accumulation of sediment 
over time, according to the 
geological map of Cambodia. 
These mountains date back 
to the Permian era (225-280 
million years ago), called the 
Paleozoic.

Ancient ammonite fossils unearthed in K Kong

National 
3THE PHNOM PENH POST  MARCH  12, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Kingdom, VN, Laos strike Covid deal
Niem Chheng

C
AMBODIA, Vietnam and 
Laos have vowed to strength-
en cooperation and agreed to 
mutually provide free Covid-

19 vaccinations to diplomats and stu-
dents residing in the countries. 

The agreement came at a virtual 
meeting initiated by Prime Minister 
Hun Sen on March 10, according to a 
press release issued by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation. 

“The three prime ministers agreed 
to further strengthen their coopera-
tion and render support for one an-
other in the fight against Covid-19,” 
the press release said.

Concerning the community out-
break of Covid-19 in the Kingdom, 
the prime ministers of Laos and 
Vietnam expressed confidence that 
the Cambodian government will be 
able to contain it with the diligent 
efforts and strict measures put forth 
by Hun Sen.

The three leaders expressed over-
all satisfaction in the growing rela-
tionship and cooperation in various 
fields between the three countries 
amid the Covid-19 crisis. They also 
noted the increase in trade volume 
between Cambodia and Laos, and 
Cambodia and Vietnam.

“They agreed to further strengthen 
cooperation in the field of politics, 
security, national defence, border 
management, trade and investment, 
connectivity, energy and education,” 
the press release said.

They also agreed to continue to ef-
fectively maintain the existing mech-
anisms of cooperation, to boost 

cooperation between their border 
provinces, effectively implement 
agreements on border management, 
further collaborate on security mea-
sures along the shared border and to 
facilitate trade and investment ac-
tivities and the entry of people and 
goods via border checkpoints.

Lastly, the three leaders ex-
changed views on the regional and 
international issues of common in-

terest and concern.
“Regarding regional and interna-

tional issues of common concerns, 
the prime ministers shared their wish 
that Myanmar would soon be re-
stored to stability and that disagree-
ments there should be addressed 
through peaceful dialogue for the 
benefit of Myanmar and for peace 
and stability in the region,” accord-
ing to a government Facebook post. 

Kin Phea, director of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s Interna-
tional Relations Institute, said the 
three countries’ cooperative efforts 
to stop Covid-19 were of real im-
portance to the restoration of their 
economies after the crisis ends 
and that diplomatic relations be-
tween them on matters of politics, 
economics, trade and relations ap-
peared to be stable and healthy.

From left, Prime Minister Hun Sen and his Vietnamese and Lao counterparts Nguyen Xuan Phuc and Thongloun Sisoulith after the 
10th Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam summit in Hanoi. AFP

Fossilised bones were found on Koh Por island in Koh Kong province on Thursday. Koh Kong AdministrAtion
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the strictest measures can most ef-
fectively control the spread of the dis-
ease, and transmission is now drop-
ping. Some countries declare a state 
of emergency while others decide to 
lock down for some time,” he said.

Since the outbreak of Covid-19 in 
late 2019, Cambodia has prepared a 
state of emergency law while some 
countries hastily adopted it to con-
tain the pandemic. But a state of 
emergency, Koeut Rith said, can-
not be enforced in Cambodia yet 
as it could devastate the country’s 
economy. This prompted the gov-
ernment to propose this contagious 
disease control law, he explained.

According to the draft law, offend-
ers face six months to 20 years in 
prison and a fine of between two and 
20 million riel ($500 and $5,000). 

Koeut Rith said: “The penalties 
are to punish anyone who causes 
danger to the life of the people and 
public health. The law will not pun-
ish those who respect the law and 
the government measures to pre-
vent the spread of the disease and 
those who contribute to bringing 
the country to normalcy.”

“Making a law to protect public life 
and health, where is the wrong? Mak-
ing a law to penalise bad people or 
criminals who cause danger to Cam-
bodia and those who want to destroy 
life and health of the people, where is 
the wrong?” he asked rhetorically.

This is the second law that Cambo-
dia has made to prevent the spread 
of a disease, with the first one ad-
opted in 2002 to control the spread 
of HIV/AIDS which is currently still 
valid for enforcement, he said.

The law was proposed by the gov-
ernment on February 28 and passed 
by the National Assembly on March 
5 following the February 20 outbreak 
of community transmission, which 
has seen cases rise to 652 and one 
confirmed death as of March 11.

President of Khmer Will Party Kong 
Monika said while it is not wrong 
to make this law, the government 
needs to raise public awareness. The 
bill should first receive input from 
relevant stakeholders and experts.

“This law could put additional 
pressure on people who are already 
facing severe livelihood problems. 
The government should think more 
on how to reduce the impacts of 
Covid-19 on the people,” he said.

Yang Saing Koma, founding mem-
ber of the Grassroots Democratic 
Party, said he did not object this law. 

“But this law was made in a very 
short time after Covid-19 started over 
a year ago. The fine and jail terms 
stated in the law seem too heavy. Be-
fore this law is enforced, the public 
should be made clearly aware of it. 

“The government should spend 
around three weeks to let authori-
ties at all levels raise public aware-
ness,” he said.

Former opposition lawmaker Ou 
Chanrath, who is seeking to form his 
own party, disagreed, saying the law 
is not bad and the penalty is not too 
heavy as long as it is fairly enforced. 

“If it is fairly enforced without aim-
ing at cracking down on any specific 
group, this law looks okay to me and 
it can be a good one,” he said.

Justice ministry spokesperson Chin 
Malin said the swift process to pass this 
law was in response to the current situ-
ation. The law would be made aware 
to the people before it is enforced and 
civil society organisations can still pro-
vide input to the law, he said.

New draft law 
punishes those 
who ‘endanger 
lives of people’



Oddar Meanchey
warned to watch
for stormy skies
through Mar 16

THE Ministry of Water Resources 
and Meteorology called on resi-
dents in Oddar Meanchey province 

to be on alert for   stormy weather 
resulting from recent hot weather that 
has affected the area.

In an announcement seen by The Post 
on March 10, the ministry said a high pres-
sure ridge from the Pacific had covered 
the northeastern highlands of Cambodia, 
creating a low pressure system that 
caused intermittent rainfall which then 
developed into strong thunderstorms.

“From March 10 to 16, temperatures 
throughout Cambodia will rise to about 
36-38 degrees Celsius. The hot weather 
will cause storms in the northwestern 
provinces and the Dangrek Mountains, in 
particular Oddar Meanchey province.”

Provincial water resources department 
director Nen Kuon told The Post on March 
10 that in the first week of the month, 
heavy rain and strong winds have hit Sam-
rong town twice, destroying 31 houses. 
After the storm, the hot weather quickly 
returned, sending temperatures soaring 
to 36-38C from 11:30am to 2:30pm.

“At this time, [Wednesday afternoon] 
the sky darkened, but the temperature 
increased to 37C and it looked like it was 
about to rain,” Kuon said.

According to Kuon, the weather this 
year will be better than the previous year 
because winter has lasted longer and in 
the dry season, there has been a lot of 
rain, which makes it easier to grow crops.

“This year, we have enough water to 
supply dry-season irrigation and other 
cash crops across the province,” he 
confirmed.

Koh Kong provincial governor Mithona 
Phouthong on March 10 called on resi-
dents in the coastal province, especially 
fishermen, to be more vigilant of rain, 
strong winds and thunder.

“Following the ministry’s announce-
ment of the weather situation, the 
administration appealed to fishermen 
to temporarily stop fishing to prevent 
accidents,” she told The Post.

According to Mithona, it has been rain-
ing in the province for two days in a row, 
but no houses have been damaged by 
strong winds yet. Khouth SophaK ChaKrya
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ministry establishes 37 new villages in 
Kratie to engage more remote areas
Long Kimmarita

T
hE ministry of Interior has 
establish 37 new villages in 
17 communes of five dis-
tricts and one town in Kratie 

province. The move is intended to 
make it easier for local authorities 
to administer the area as well as de-
velop remote regions.

according to a prakas signed by in-
terior minister Sar Kheng on march 9, 
the villages were established at the re-
quest of the provincial administration.

“The structural organisation and 
administrative system of establishing 
new villages, as stipulated in this pra-
kas, must comply with the ministry’s 
2006 directive, such as the formalities 
and procedures for electing and trans-
ferring village chiefs and their duties 
and order of work,” the prakas said.

according to the ministry of civil 
Service, Kratie province has five dis-
tricts and towns, 47 communes and 
258 villages. The villages have more 
than 80 annexes.

“The village annexes have a total of 
22,620 families representing 87,076 
people. There are 46,835 people aged 
18 and over and 32,638 people are 
registered to vote,” the ministry said 
in a Facebook post on march 10.

The decision to formally establish 
new villages instead of temporary 
annexes, the ministry said, will not 
only allow for better management, 
but will also enable the authorities 
to develop remote areas. The ap-
proximately remaining 80 annexes 
will be converted into formal vil-
lages in the near future.

Provincial governor Va Thorn 
told The Post on march 10 that the 
provincial administration has re-
quested that more than 80 new vil-
lages be established because those 
places had many residents. So, the 
villages need an administration to 
provide services for residents. So, 
due to practical reasons, priority 
villages were selected.

“These new villages have not yet 
been structured – we have only as-

signed a deputy village chief or a 
member to administer them. For ex-
ample, if a person resides in another 
village and wants to move to a new vil-
lage, they can but temporarily at first. 
When a council is established, it will 
delegate the right to stay according to 
the village-commune administrative 
management. It is up to them to elect 
permanent residency,” he said.

Transparency International cam-
bodia executive director Pech Pisey 
said the establishment of more vil-
lages shows more and effective needs 
for providing services to residents.

“I would like to provide recommen-
dations to relevant ministries and 
institutions for them to encourage 
decentralisation and provide author-
ities sufficient budgets to the sub-
national administration so that they 
serve residents better,” he said.

Koh Kong land dispute complicated by irregularities
Nov Sivutha

ThE Koh Kong Provincial 
administration has instructed 
Botum Sakor district authori-
ties to collect the names of the 
131 families affected by 
Sinomexim Investment co Ltd 
in andong Teuk commune and 
identify those who have sold 
land to traders in order to 
compile the basic information 
necessary for resolving the 
ongoing land dispute there.

Deputy provincial governor 
Sok Sothy told The Post on 
march 10 that the government 
has decided to cede 598ha of 
land from Botum Sakor Nation-
al Park to the 131 families that 
had filled out paperwork with 
the ministry of Land manage-
ment, Urban Planning and con-
struction in 2019 because they 
were affected by the develop-
ment project of Sinomexim, 
which had received an econom-
ic land concession in the area.

Sothy said that following com-
plaints from these families, the 
company had ceded 598ha to 
the authorities to distribute to 
them, with each family receiving 

a plot of land measuring 20m by 
50m for residential use. 

Some families who had suf-
fered from the impacts of the 
company’s development 
project for a longer period 
were given a plot of land meas-
uring 20m by 70m next to the 
road and a second plot meas-
uring 20m by 100m further 
away from the road.

according to Sothy, the 
remaining land has been 
reserved by the state for the 
construction of schools, hos-
pitals, landfills and other pub-
lic necessities. 

Sothy said 70 families ini-
tially agreed to accept the 
decision of the local authori-
ties but 61 other families 
demanded 2ha or 3ha of more 
land for planting crops.

Sothy added that after this 
offer was made, four land buy-
ers from outside the local area 
came to buy land there. There 
were varying claims as to how 
much land each buyer had pur-
chased, with estimates ranging 
from 15ha up to 181ha. 

“The residents did not have 
the right to sell the land, but if 

they [merchants] didn’t buy it 
then where did they get the 
land from? I’ve told the author-
ities to study the matter and 
when I get the answer, we will 
find a solution for them. 

“But I can confirm that these 
plots of land are no longer asso-
ciated with the company, because 
they have already returned more 
than 500ha,” he said.

moeung Khun, chief of chi 
Treh village in Botum Sakor dis-
trict’s andong Teuk commune, 
said on march 10 that some of 
the land provided by the state 
for these 131 families had grad-
ually been sold to outside trad-
ers. he said the authorities only 
want to know how many hec-
tares each bought among the 
more than 500ha.

“about 90 per cent of the 131 
families sold their land to trad-
ers, but we are looking for big 
land buyers,” he said.

according to Khun, each 
family initially had asked for 
5ha, but could not get it because 
there was not enough land. 
They then asked for only 2ha 
per family, but to no avail. 

Thong chan Dara, the pro-

vincial coordinator for rights 
group adhoc, said he will lead 
a team there to look into the 
actual location this weekend. 
But he said he did not expect 
that all of the people there 

would cooperate because of 
their prior involvement in the 
sale of the land to traders.

chan Dara said the authori-
ties could have resolved the 
land dispute for the 131 fami-

lies by now, but changes in 
plans regarding the land had 
caused a great deal of confu-
sion as some families who had 
sold their land were now 
demanding it back. 

Kratie Provincial Hall. supplied

Minister of the Interior Sar Kheng. interior ministry

Koh Kong deputy provincial governor Sok Sothy. Koh Kong proVinCiAl AdministrAtion



Developing human resources  
for its aid recipients in 
emerging economies tops 
Japan’s agenda, alongside 

building infrastructure to push eco-
nomic growth.

The Japanese grant Aid for Human 
Resource Development Scholarship 
(JDS) was introduced in 1999 to train 
young government officials who are 
expected to engage in implementing 
social and economic development plans 
in their countries.

The all-paid-for JDS scholarships 
sponsor officials from developing 
nations to pursue two-year master’s 
degrees at Japanese universities. 

The first batch of Cambodian stu-
dents began pursuing their education 
in 2001, and as of 2019 a total of 440 
students from the Kingdom had com-
pleted training in Japan under the JDS 
programme. each year, 26 students are 
selected for the programme. 

Some of these Cambodian post-
graduates currently hold senior positions 
in the civil service.

Huot Synead: Ministry of Civil Service 
one Cambodian beneficiary is Huot 

Synead, 42 – currently undersecre-
tary of state at the Ministry of Civil 
Service – who completed his master’s in 
international Business law at Yokohama 
national University in 2008.

“i chose Japan because, as an Asian 
country, it has a similar culture to Cam-
bodia, and Japan is a developed nation. 

“During my two years at Yokohama 
national University, i had to work very 
hard because education in Japan is very 
competitive and strict. 

“The Japanese are very focused and 
disciplined people, so students have to 
be very disciplined in studies as well 
as in their daily lives. i think Japanese 
people’s hard work has contributed 
significantly to Japan’s prosperity in all 
areas,” said Synead.

The scholarship provides an opportu-
nity for students to conduct research for 
their master’s, he added.

The JDS programme covers tuition 
fees, accommodation, meals and 
transportation to university, as well as 
other costs. 

Upon returning to his homeland 

after graduation, Synead continued 
working for the Ministry of interior 
and had the opportunity to work as an 
assistant to prum Sokha, the former 
secretary of state at the Ministry of 
interior who is now the Minister of 
Civil Service.

The knowledge Synead gained from 
the scholarship together with his work-
ing experience meant he has managed 
to move up in his career in the Cambo-
dian civil service.

Peng Tithsothy, Ministry of Education
phnom penh Teacher education Col-

lege (pTeC) deputy director peng Tith-
sothy is another student who benefited 
from a postgraduate scholarship. She 
studied and carried out her research at 
Hiroshima University in 2009. 

While a member of staff at the 
national institute of education (earth 
Science Teacher) at the Ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport, she ap-
plied to do a master’s degree in Japan.

in her first year, she studied teach-
ing methodology, which was her main 
area of research, but later decided to 
develop educational planning, mea-
surement and assessment. 

With that in mind, she took an ad-
ditional course on how to plan, create 
and assess an educational project.

“During my two years in Japan, i 
was really focused on my studies and 
gained a lot of knowledge in research 
methods and analysis, as well as deep 
analytical thinking.

“And studying with Japanese and 
foreign students gave me the possibil-

ity to explore different perspectives 
and learn from other research students 
who had practical experience in their 
respective fields,” Tithsothy said.

After returning from Japan, she 
was involved in compiling a guide 
book for primary school earth science 
teachers at the national institute 
of education, and also developed 
teaching methods for science teachers. 

Since 2018 she has held the post of 
deputy director at pTeC, where she is 
in charge of science, mathematics and 
pedagogy.

“it has been 10 years since i 
returned to Cambodia, and i have 
applied a lot of what i learned in 
Japan at my workplace. if i had not 
studied in Japan through the JDS 
programme, i think i would not be 
where i am today,” said the 43-year-
old Tithsothy.

Her main aim, she said, is to bring 
changes to the way students are 
taught in Cambodian schools – with 
a shift away from rote learning in 
classrooms.   

“What we need to do is pay 
attention to teachers’ and educational 
leaders’ assessment ability. in 
Cambodia, the purpose of classes and 
exams are not to measure students’ 
level of understanding but to focus on 
memorising knowledge.

“There is a lack of mechanisms 
to evaluate students’ level of 
understanding. i want to build 
a system to solve these current 
weaknesses,” Tithsothy said.

Un Sreynet, Ministry of Education
The JDS scholarship also took Un 

Sreynet, 30, a former english teacher 
from the Secondary School in phnom 
penh, to Hiroshima University in 2015, 
where she pursued a master’s degree to 
help develop quality education.

After completing her studies, she 
returned home to continue as an 
english teacher, but her job did not 
allow her to optimise the expertise she 
had gained in Japan, and her career 
advancement was limited.

Sreynet then joined the Ministry 
of education’s Department of policy, 
where she is putting to use all the 
knowledge she gained at Hiroshima 
University.

“it was more than gaining 
knowledge, it was about learning  
how to live and study in a Japanese 
university. The living environment was 
comfortable and safe, which allowed 
me to concentrate well and learn more 
about local and international cultures 
through the university’s activities,” 
Sreynet said.

Her two-year Japanese stint gave 
her an opportunity to stay with a host 
family and experience the local culture. 

Sreynet is excited about her current 
job, in which she focuses on developing 
education policies – which requires 
plenty of research – skills that she 
acquired while in Japan. 

She is currently working with 
colleagues to develop a set of policies 
to promote quality education in the 
Kingdom. in 2019, she had another 
opportunity to visit Japan to learn 
about organising and implementing 
parent-teacher associations, health 
education and proper school evaluation 
systems. 

The JDS student network is 
expanding and contributing to further 
improving Cambodia-Japan ties. 

JDS offers great opportunities 
for those from developing countries 
to learn about policy-making and 
institution building, which are both 
crucial for a country’s development. 

The resulting strengthened human 
capital plays a significant role in 
improving Cambodia’s socio-economic 
development. 

Un Sreynet (right) with friends from Hiroshima University during an outing in 2016. SUPPLIED 

Huot Synead (fifth from left, front row) with Yokohama National University classmates. SUPPLIED 

 Sreynet (third from left, back row) enjoying a homestay in Shobara in 2017. SUPPLIED

Huot Synead.  SUPPLIED 

 Tithsothy at her graduation ceremony on September 2011 at Hiroshima University. 

 Peng Tithsothy. SUPPLIED Un Sreynet. SUPPLIED 
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,600 16,760 16,600

2 GTI 3,400 3,400 3,400 3,400

3 PAS 12,700 12,980 13,000 12,700

4 PEPC 3,000 2,900 3,000 2,900

5 PPAP 12,400 12,280 13,340 12,200

6 PPSP 1,590 1,590 1,610 1,590

7 PWSA 6,280 6,220 6,280 6,220

Date: March 11, 2021

cLV Pms talk trade, investment
Thou Vireak

c
amBODIa, Laos and Vietnam 
(cLV) on march 10 reaffirmed 
their commitment to boost 
border trade and investment 

with a specific focus on the construction 
of border markets and to improve cus-
toms clearance procedures.

The pledge was made during a virtual 
discussion between cambodian Prime 
minister hun Sen and his Vietnamese 
and Lao counterparts Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc and Thongloun Sisoulith.

The prime ministers agreed to work to-
gether in a more productive and collabora-
tive way to facilitate trade and investment 
processes and improve control of the entry 
of goods via border checkpoints, the min-
istry of Foreign affairs and International 
cooperation said in a press release.

It said: “With regards to cooperation 
[under the] sub-regional framework, the 
three prime ministers agreed to acceler-
ate the implementation of the cLV Eco-
nomic connectivity Plan up to 2030, with 
focuses on cooperation in mobilising the 
resources from development partners for 
constructing the hanoi-Vientiane high-
way, the Vientiane-Vung ang railway, and 
the Phnom Penh-ho chi minh railway.

“They also agreed to continue to ef-
fectively maintain and implement the 
existing mechanisms of cooperation, 
to boost the cooperation among border 
provinces [and] to effectively implement 
agreements on border management.”

The national leaders also vowed to 
spur the construction of additional 
“model markets” along international 
borders, product distribution centres 
and commercial warehouses, as well 
as to streamline customs clearance for 
goods and people to reduce checks and 
delays at land-border gates, Vietnam’s 
official VGP News reported.

The cambodian government is pushing 
for the construction of two border “model 
markets” in Kampot and Svay rieng prov-

inces along the shared frontier with Viet-
nam in a bid to fuel bilateral trade and 
ratchet up cambodia’s exports.

This comes after Da market, the first of 
this kind, was inaugurated on December 
24, 2019, in Tbong Khmum province.

and according to minister of commerce 
Pan Sorasak, Kampot’s “model market” 
should break ground by the end of the year 
near the Prek chak International Border 
checkpoint that links the coastal province 
to Vietnam’s Kien Giang province.

cambodia chamber of commerce 
vice-president Lim heng told The Post 
last month that the second border 
“model market” would herald a flow of 
cambodian wares into Vietnam.

“If you ask me, it’s fantastic news that 
we’re setting up the border model mar-
kets,” he said. 

“These will boost the market and price of 
cambodian agricultural products – most 
of which we produce in excess of demand 
– and I hope others will be set up on the 

cambodian-Thai and cambodian-Lao 
borders to undergird trade cooperation.”

Trade between the Kingdom and Viet-
nam was worth $3.020 billion in 2020, 
inching down 1.1 per cent from $3.054 
the previous year, according to statistics 
from the commerce ministry.

cambodia exported $385.79 million 
worth of goods to Vietnam in 2020, surg-
ing 14.88 per cent from $335.82 million 
in 2019, and imported $2.634 billion, 
down 3.10 per cent from $2.718 billion.

The Kingdom’s trade deficit with Viet-
nam reduced to $2.248 billion, marking 
a nearly six per cent drop from $2.382 
billion in 2019.

Trade between the Kingdom and Laos on 
the other hand leaves much to be desired.

Bilateral trade notched up just over 
$10 million in 2019, with the Kingdom 
exporting $2.456 million worth of mer-
chandise, down 66 per cent from 2019, 
and importing $7.609 million, sharply 
rising by 349 per cent.

A virtual discussion between Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and his Vietnamese and Lao 
counterparts Nguyen Xuan Phuc and Thongloun Sisoulith on Wednesday. FOREIGN MINISTRY

all eyes on malaysian telcos as brokerages seek clarity on 5G rollout

Deadline nears for postal 
firms to apply for permits

maLaYSIa’S telecommunications 
sector seems to be on the radar of 
most research houses but for now, 
details are sketchy for any sector 
upgrades until there is clarity on the 
way the 5G infrastructure will be 
rolled out.

rhB research said in a note that 
based on information disclosed so far, 
it appears that the industry/infrastruc-
ture providers would part-finance the 
network rollout via tenders to be called 
by Digital Nasional Bhd (DNB), the 5G 
special-purpose vehicle, soon.

however, it remains unclear as to 
the quantum that would come direct-
ly from the government and how 
mobile operators would play a role 

in deploying the network.
It said the key risk with DNB lies in 

its execution, given the tight timeline 
for the deployment of the 5G network 
with commercialisation of services 
slated by year-end.

The research house maintains its 
“neutral’’ stand on the sector. It also 
cited competition, weaker than-ex-
pected earnings and negative regula-
tory developments as key risks for the 
sector.

It has lowered its core earnings fore-
casts on Digi.com Bhd, maxis Bhd and 
Telekom malaysia Bhd (Tm). It lifted 
projections for axiata Group Bhd and 
TImE Dotcom Bhd (TDc) and kept its 
estimates on OcK Group Bhd.

Its target price for axiata of 3.90 
ringgit ($0.95) a share, Digi (4.15 ring-
git) and maxis (4.90 ringgit) have been 
cut while it raised that for Tm (7.30 
ringgit) and TDc (13.80 ringgit).

There are talks that some conversa-
tions are happening between Digi 
and celcom axiata Bhd for some col-
laboration or even merger in a single 
entity environment for 5G, though 
talks are said to be preliminary at this 
stage.

amInvestment research said as 
cellular companies will have access 
to the same 5G infrastructure, opera-
tors are considering consolidation for 
economies of scale and collaboration 
between different geographical loca-

tions amid an intensely competitive 
landscape to deliver on improved 
marketing, customer support and 
value-added services to the end 
users.

It added that if negotiations 
(between Digi and celcom’s parents 
– Telenor and axiata respectively) are 
successful, the merged entity would 
emerge as the largest cellular operator 
in malaysia, cambodia, Nepal, myan-
mar, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

Separately, rhB research said 
competition stays keen domestically 
as telcos jostle for wallet share on the 
back of the weaker consumer and 
economic sentiment. This should 
drive new customer acquisitions.

It said the enterprise segment was 
poised for further recovery. The pick-
up in enterprise spending from earlier 
project deferments is positive for Tm 
and TDc via the accelerated demand 
for cloud and connectivity services.

On the recent financial results by 
the telcos, it said maxis and celcom 
gained at Digi’s expense.

however, for 2020, industry mobile 
service revenue fell 6.5 per cent due 
the decline in roaming revenue (bor-
der closures), pre-to-post migration, 
lower mobile termination rates and 
the impact from the industry’s free 
1GB data quota, which hampered 
monetisation opportunities. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hin Pisei

POSTaL service businesses 
found operating in the Kingdom 
without the proper permits or 
licences after april 30 could be 
shut down and slapped with a 
five-to-10 million riel ($1,250-
2,500) fine, the ministry of Posts 
and Telecommunications 
warned in a march 10 letter.

The ministry noted that the 
Kingdom’s thriving postal sec-
tor has created space for unli-
censed operators to grow in the 
market, while others shirk their 
legal obligations as outlined in 
their licences and permits 
issued by the ministry.

“To improve management of 
the postal sector in a more 
effective, efficient and orderly 
manner and protect the inter-
ests of consumers, the ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunica-
tions would like to call on all 
business owners operating in 
the industry to cooperate.

“as an example, business own-
ers who do not have a licence for 
their head offices or the permits 
to open a branch in Phnom Penh 
must apply at the [ministry].

“By the same token, business 
owners without the permits to 
open a branch in the provinces 
must come to the provincial 
departments of Posts and Tel-
ecommunications that corre-
sponds to where their office is 
located,” the ministry said.

any act that is contrary to 
the provisions of articles 24 
and 48 of the Law on Posts may 
be referred to court, which 
could lead to a five-to-10 mil-
lion riel fine and possible clo-
sure, it added.

The letter comes amid a 
freight sector boom, marking a 
rebound from a relative lull 
during the most uncertain 
stages of the covid-19 pan-
demic last year.

Suo Vireak, director-general of 
Virak Buntham Express Tour & 
Travel, told The Post on march 11 
that he supported the ministry’s 
move, saying that authorities 
and business owners stand to 
benefit from an industry where 
all players hold valid permits.

Improving the authorities’ 
management efficiency is a 
social imperative for a rapidly 
growing postal sector and will 
make competition in the pri-
vate sector more transparent, 
he said.

On the other hand, he 
expressed an iota of sympathy 
for those business owners with 
multiple branches, positing 
that compliance with the min-
isterial letter could pose a mul-
titude of challenges for them.

“For post-office licences, a 
company that operates two 
businesses is required to apply 
for two business licences. Such 
a requirement costs business 
owners a lot of money,” he said.

While Virak Buntham holds 
the valid postal-sector licences 
and permits to operate in 
Phnom Penh and in the prov-
inces as a whole, Vireak admit-
ted that the company does not 
yet have all the required docu-
mentation for its operations at 
the district level.

he estimates that the number 
of companies doing business 
in the postal sector without the 
proper licences and permits 
ranges from 60-70 per cent.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,067 1.2580 6.4896 108.50 4.1075 1.3400 30.56 0.7773 1.1963 1.3947



US investor BlackRock Inc on 
March 10 said it has increased 
its stake in South Korea‘s larg-
est banking group KB Finan-
cial Group Inc to 6.02 per cent, 
from 5.01 per cent in May 
2014.

According to the disclosure, 
BlackRock Fund Advisors and 
14 specially related entities 
had net bought a combined 
314.8 billion won ($278 mil-
lion) worth of shares in KB 
Financial over the past seven 
years.

As a result, BlackRock was 
holding some 25 million shares 
out of KB Financial’s total 
415.8 million outstanding 
shares.

BlackRock reaffirmed that 
it does not intend to influ-
ence KB Financial’s man-
agement through its 
investment.

BlackRock first emerged 
as a blockholder of KB 
Financial after its 

acquisition of Barclays Global 
Investors in 2009. It unloaded 
KB Financial‘s securities in 
2010 and resurfaced as a block-
holder in 2014.

Along with BlackRock, the 
National Pension Service is a 
major shareholder of KB 
Financial with some 10 per 
cent of voting rights.

On the Korea Exchange, KB 
Financial’s share price gained 
400 won or 0.78 per cent to 
close at 52,000 won on March 
11 for a market capitalisation 
of 21.62 trillion won, with 3.62 
million shares traded.

And on the New York Stock 
Exchange, BlackRock’s share 

price rose $6.50 or 
0.90 per cent to 

close at $728.40 
on March 10 for a 
market capitali-
sation of $111.90 
bi l l ion,  with 
823,347 shares 

traded. THE KOREA 
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Securities regulator eyes digital
May Kunmakara

T
hE Securities and Exchange Reg-
ulator of cambodia and cambo-
dia Securities Exchange (cSX) 
have vowed to use an online sys-

tem to facilitate business transactions as 
well as to keep the market afloat amidst 
economic uncertainty brought about by 
the covid-19 pandemic.

Sou Socheat, director-general of the reg-
ulator, which recently changed its name 
from the Securities and Exchange com-
mission of cambodia (SEcc), told The 
Post on March 11 the regulator is optimis-
tic about adopting a digital platform to fa-
cilitate internal and external workflows.

“We set up the online mechanism in April 
2020 and are continuing to use it internally 
and with relevant stakeholders in order to 
manage a smooth” transition when the 
time comes to officially adopt it, he said.

he said facilitating the use of “digital 
documents has helped us a lot, espe-
cially in mitigating the challenges posed 
by the covid-19 pandemic and inhibited 
delays in work delivery”.

The use of digital connectivity through var-
ious online mechanisms has “allowed us to 
conduct seminars, meetings and dialogues 
with other associated regulators within the 
ASEAN region and beyond”, he added.

he cited a major virtual meeting of 
ASEAN stock market regulators held on 
March 15 last year as an example, where 
important regulatory issues concern-
ing the region were discussed at a time 
when travel was restricted.

While the Kingdom’s securities regula-
tor may allow documents to be submit-
ted in soft-copy format, Socheat stressed 
that there were no plans to stop accept-
ing hard-copy documents.

With confirmed covid-19 cases rising to 
1,163 to date in cambodia – most of which 
stem from the February 20 community 

transmission, the adoption and wider use 
of a digital platform may well come into 
play sooner than expected for cSX and the 
securities regulator.

cSX vice-president ha Jong-weon re-
cently told The Post that in the worst case 
scenario of a widespread lockdown in the 
capital, the cSX – as the stock market op-
erator – anticipates that the local bourse 
will be able to continue trading as long 
as cash settlements can be made digitally 
through online banking transactions.

he said the cSX has held discussions 
with stakeholders and industry regula-
tors on back-up mechanisms – including 
platforms available on the digital sphere 
– to enable the stock-market operator to 
run business as usual regardless of any 
drastic measures imposed by authorities 
to prevent the spread of the pandemic.

“We try our best to ensure investors are 
able to make [critical] investment [assess-
ments], decisions and execute their actions 
at any time they want”, especially in light of 
ever-changing market forces, ha added.

Averaging 45,000 shares to the value of 
$55,000 traded every day, investor confi-
dence in the local bourse has remained 
fairly stable even during the latest out-
break, with the cSX index experiencing a 
slight drop of five points or 0.8 per cent.

ha believes that investor confidence 
in cSX is partly due to information that 
the bourse digitally disseminates to in-
vestors. “I think our investors [will] start 
trading more based on fundamental and 
technical analysis.

“Smart investors will look for better 
performing stocks. If the situation con-
tinues, investors may switch from com-
panies that are more affected by current 
events to less affected ones,” he added.

At present, there are 13 listed companies 
on the bourse – seven stock-listed and six 
corporate bond-listed. As of September 30, 
the 13 companies have raised a combined 
$253 million and the stock index increased 
more than 57 per cent in 2019 compared 
to the previous year, only to dip 14.93 per 
cent in 2020, cSX data show.

Banteay Meanchey solar farm 
adds 39MW to national grid

BlackRock increases 
stake in South Korea’s 
KB Financial Group

Thou Vireak

A 39MW solar power plant in far 
northwestern cambodia’s 
Banteay Meanchey province has 
been successful brought to the 
national grid, Shenzhen-listed 
solar development company JA 
Solar Technology co Ltd said in 
press release on March 10.

The company noted that it sup-
plied all photovoltaic (PV) mod-
ules for the project, which con-
vert solar radiations directly to 
direct-current (Dc) electricity.

The solar farm was contract-
ed by Shanxi Electric Power 
Engineering co Ltd (SEPEc), 
an affiliate of china Energy 
Engineering Group, it said.

“It is the largest renewable 
energy project in terms of 
installation capacity in the 
province, and the first fully 
grid connected project among 
the first five PV demonstration 
projects approved by the cam-
bodian government.

“To ensure the project was 
connected to the grid on time, 
JA Solar completed the timely 
delivery of the modules through 
overcoming multiple adverse 
factors including price hike in 
the supply chain caused by 
domestic and international PV 
installation rush in the latter 
half of 2020,” JA Solar said.

The solar farm adds 39MW to 
cambodia’s clean-energy port-
folio, which the Kingdom plans 
to expand to 450MW by the end 
of next year, according to Min-
istry of Mines and Energy’s 

General Department of Energy 
director-general Victor Jona.

he previously told The Post 
that cambodia would not face 
a shortage of electricity this 
year, adding that the Kingdom 
boasts 3,000MW of capacity in 
the rainy season and 2,200MW 
in the dry season.

“We will not have a shortage 
of electricity supply because 
our supply-demand ratio 
eclipses the plan, it is higher 
than the amount of energy we 
need and even if there’s more 
demand we’ll be able to import 
from other neighbouring 
countries,” he said.

JA Solar and Shanxi Electric 
Power Engineering have worked 
on other solar farms such as the 
257MW project in the southern 
Vietnamese province of Phu 
Yen’s hoa hoi commune and 
what JA Solar called the “Son My 
52.5MW PV project”.

“Southeast Asia has rich 
solar radiation resources, 
which provides favourable 
conditions for the develop-
ment of the PV industry.

“In recent years, JA Solar has 
been actively developing in the 
southeast Asian market, and 
has supplied modules for typi-
cal PV projects including the 
largest PV project in southeast 
Asia, the largest floating PV 
project in Thailand, the first 
bifacial-plus-trackers project 
in Malaysia, through which the 
company promotes the devel-
opment of the local PV market 
with its high-quality products 
and services,” JA Solar said.

On the Shenzhen Stock 
Exchange, JA Solar’s share price 
rose 0.82 yuan ($0.13) or 3.00 per 
cent to close at 28.19 yuan on 
March 11 for a market capitalisa-
tion of 44.97 billion yuan, with 
11.48 million shares traded.

The Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX) averages 45,000 shares to the value of $55,000 in 
daily trading. HEAN RANGSEY

KB Financial Group chairman Yoon 
Jong-kyoo. KB FINANCIAL GROUP

JA Solar and Shanxi Electric Power Engineering worked on the 257MW 
solar farm in Vietnam’s Phu Yen province. ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
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       reportSpecial   report
a record wrecked - cambodia comes to 

terms with first covid-19 fatality
After a year-long record of zero human loss, the Kingdom might have double down efforts to 
save her people and the economy by making several unaccustomed moves  
By Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

N
ewS of cambo-
dia’s first covid-19 
fatality, a 50-year-
old driver from 

phnom penh, sent the so-
cial media into a frenzy, and 
shivers across the local stock 
exchange, which saw a $66.6 
million wipe out of the index’s 
total market capitalisation 
year-to-date on thursday.

the index slipped 1.3 per 
cent from the beginning of 
2021 to close at its lowest 
level of 632.45 points, as total 
trading activity fell the most 
in that period while investors 
paused to employ a “wait and 
see” approach.

“if this situation continues, 
investors may switch from 
companies that are more af-
fected [by the pandemic] to 
less affected ones,” said cam-
bodia Securities exchange 
chief operations officer ha 
Jong weon.

out of the seven main-
board-listed counters, four 
were losers, two gained and 
one remain unchanged.

Judging from the sudden 
turn of events, ha felt that 
investors might be inclined 
to trade more based on com-
pany fundamentals and tech-
nical analysis.

the loss of cambodia’s first 
covid-19 patient culminates 
after a full-year battle of try-
ing to keep the contagion un-
der control without fatalities, 
notwithstanding two or three 
upheavals.

its efforts, which were 
lauded by the world health 
organisation and other inter-
national bodies, saw the King-
dom charting a comparatively 
mild uptick to its neighbours 
since the pandemic began.

Still, just as the country 
comes off a historical contrac-
tion in gross domestic prod-
uct (GDp) at minus 3.1 per 
cent in 2020, this latest wave, 

and most critical at that, is ex-
pected to press down on eco-
nomic growth in 2021.

the National Bank of cam-
bodia projected a four per 
cent growth this year, far more 
modest than international 
monetary Fund’s prediction 
of 6.8 per cent last october.

“if the outbreak fails to be 
brought under control in one 
or two months, it will likely drag 
down 2021’s growth prospect, 
hurting the main sectors of the 
economy, particularly export-
oriented sectors,” said econo-
mist Dr chheng Kimlong.

as it is, the current outbreak 
of community transmission 
has had a negative impact 
on the economy, particularly 
the rising budgetary expens-

es in having to cope with the 
spread.

added to that is the vol-
untary or involuntary tem-
porary closure of businesses 
and service centres, as well as 
travel restrictions to contain 
and prevent a larger spread, 
Kimlong said.

having said that, he con-
tends that the government 
would continue expending its 
maximum $2 billion current 
fiscal and non-fiscal stimulus 
programmes to support busi-
nesses and individuals affect-
ed by the pandemic.

the country has also raised 
over $30 million to purchase 
vaccines while separately re-
ceiving an estimated $40 million 
of foreign aid from countries 

such as the US and australia to 
combat covid-19.

this is independent of the 
loans, grants and credit line 
provided by the world Bank 
and asian Development Bank 
over the course of 2020.

as of June 30, last year, 
multilateral partners had dis-
pensed a cummulative sum 
of $4.7 billion, ministry of 
economy and Finance’s pub-
lic Debt Statistical Bulletin for 
the first half of 2020 showed.

“at the moment, it appears 
the government is able to 
handle the current develop-
ments with its own resources 
and the supports from its bi-
lateral and multilateral sourc-
es,” Kimlong said.

Since the beginning of the 

latest outbreak on February 
20, business activities, sales, 
production-related sectors, 
tourism and travel sectors, 
have been disrupted.

in that duration, covid-19 
cases have shot up to 1,163, 
with 653 of them related to 
the current incident. overall,  
597 people have recovered.

as the numbers grow, the 
covid-19 inoculation cam-
paign, which started slow, 
has picked up with frontline 
workers including govern-
ment officials, journalists and 
garbage collectors making a 
beeline for vaccines.

Nevertheless, vaccina-
tion would take time before 
cambodia can reach herd 
immunity, seeing that the na-

tionwide target is 10 million 
people.

Kimlong said a faster pace of 
vaccination scheme is needed, 
along with government inter-
ventions and precautionary 
measures such as the “3 do’s 
and 3 don’ts” and the use of 
quick response (Qr) codes for 
contact tracing.

this falls in line with 
moody’s analytics inc re-
search which found that 
asia pacific nations could 
be looking at 2022 and even 
2023 before herd immunity 
is achieved due to “late starts, 
considerable logistics and ad-
ministrative roadblocks” in 
rolling out the vaccines.

Drawing a parallel to chi-
na, it said, despite its lead in 
economic recovery and virus 
control, china’s current vac-
cination pace meant that it is 
looking at sometime in 2022 
before travel restrictions are 
broadly eased.

cambodia investment man-
agement co ltd (cim) ceo 
anthony Galliano agreed, 
noting that the pace in china 
is currently sluggish.

“i can’t see any meaningful 
scale of chinese travel flow 
until the populace of cam-
bodia is substantially vacci-
nated, and potential tourists 
have a green light to enter, 
probably in the form of a vac-
cination passport,” he said.

But until that shift happens, 
the slow chinese travel mar-
ket would continue to hurt 
cambodia’s economy which 
in the last few years lapped 
up the earnings from high 
chinese tourist dollars.

in any case, Galliano sug-
gested that for the short-term, 
it is prudent to limit arrivals 
from china, given the recent 
history of those infected here.

“although economically 
painful, brighter skies are on 
the horizon as vaccinations 
are broadly implemented, 
and the country can reopen 
in a more safer and secure 
state,” Galliano said.

all that is yet to be seen.

Stop queue jumpers
in the past week, an eye-

brow-raising episode has 
been unfolding in the capi-
tal city’s calmette hospital 
as luxury vehicles includ-
ing rolls royces, audis and 
range rovers pulled into the 
compound, as if a red carpet 
event was underway.

it caught the eye of hun-
dreds of prospective vaccine 
receivers, and patients, who 
filmed the bevy of vehicles, 
as they waited for their doses 
along the hospital corridors.

“Some of these luxury cars 
bore green colour licence 
plates,” an observer said, in 
reference to government offi-
cials who alighted from those 

A young doctor in Phnom Penh’s Preah Ang Duong Hospital holds up a vial of Covishield vaccine. The doses were rolled out from March 10. Hong meneA

Source: CoronaTracker.com/Cambodia (2021)



vehicles, adding that they 
were most likely there to get 
their covid-19 shots.

over at the National pae-
diatric hospital, about four 
kilometres from calmette, a 
different kind of scene un-
furled as tens of people were 
turned away despite possess-
ing early-bird tokens.

“i was at the hospital since 
4am only to be told that there 
are no more doses left for the day 
as the daily quota of 150 people 
was filled up,” said a man, who 
declined to be named.

accordingly, the nation-
wide inoculation programme 
for first dose receivers using 
state-owned china National 
pharmaceutical Group co ltd’s 
Sinopharm vaccine has been 
suspended after stocks ran out.

acknowledging the short-
age, the man, who experienced 
three unsuccessful vaccine trips 
for similar reasons, however 
hoped that a proper system is 
strictly imposed to deter queue 
jumpers who were largely pres-
ent on all occasions.

“i heard that this [queue 
jumping] was not the case 
earlier last month as there 
were fewer people interested 
in the vaccines. Now, every-
one is trying to get the jabs 
because of the rapid multipli-
cation of cases,” he said.

it did not help that two pre-
vious deaths, which were dis-
missed as not being related 
to covid-19 or the vaccine, 
caused a panic among the 
people, caused the rush.

a general opinion is that the 
situation is expected to wors-
en with the death of the driv-
er, an employee of a chinese 
national who was also tested 
positive for covid-19.

the burgeoning cases with-
in a short period of time is 
evidently stressing efforts to 
control the situation while 
trying to inoculate as many 
people despite limited doses.

Since February 10, with the 
arrival of 924,000 Sinopharm 
and oxford-astraZeneca’s 
Serum institute of india-
licensed covishield doses, 
some 190,000 people have 
been vaccinated.

cambodia is on standby for 
the remaining 770,000 cov-
ishield doses via the coVaX Fa-
cility while china has pledged 
to donate another 400,000 dos-
es of Sinopharm by april.

Flawed consent forms
in the meantime, vaccine 

receivers have been subjected 
to a ministry of health (moh)
consent form that bears inac-
curacies.

a check revealed that the 
segment on “knowing the 
vaccine’s risks” talked about a 
vaccine, presumably the very 
vaccine that is being admin-
istered on the receiver, uses 
the “messenger ribonucleic 
acid” (mrNa) technology.

it noted that in the short-
term there is only limited 
data on the safety of the vac-
cine and no long-term data.

written in Khmer, the docu-
ment, which is given to every 
receiver, be they locals or 
foreigners, said: “[the] vac-
cine is made from the mrNa 
technology, [which is] a com-
pletely new technology … 
especially [as] it is still in ex-
periment stage … it can [un-
expectedly] affect the health 
in the long-term.”

it should be noted here that 
neither Sinopharm nor cov-
ishield, the only two covid-
19 vaccines in cambodia 
available in cambodia pres-
ently, are developed using the 
mrNa technology.

to be sure, this novel tech-
nology is only employed by 
US-produced pfizer-BioN-
tech and moderna vaccines.

Sinopharm’s technology is 
built on the components of 
an inactivated covid-19 vi-
rus whereas covishield uses 
a weakened version of a com-
mon cold virus.

the agreement also pointed 
out a possible risk of a severe 
covid-19 re-infection that 
might impact the immune 
system after vaccination.

“So far, there is a report on 
the case of some severe side 
effects that occurred during 
the vaccine test of astraZeneca 
which include spinal infection 
on one or both sides, and other 
nerve problem[s],” it stated.

in addition, one of the 
points on the document read 
that doctors are required to 
decide if vaccine receivers are 
at risk of falling ill.

this is pertinent, because 
the following point states that 
vaccine receivers “must be told 
that the vaccine producer has 
been given immunity from be-
ing responsible of accidents or 
deaths caused by the vaccine”.

according to international 
lawyer chee Yoke ling, this 
clause is present in covid-19 
vaccine receiver agreements, 
as western companies have 
insisted that the government 
buying the vaccines give them 
liability indemnity.

“So, some countries include 
it in the consent forms of vac-
cine recipients,” noted the 
director of malaysia-based 
third world Network, an in-
dependent non-profit inter-
national research and advo-
cacy organisation involved 
in issues relating to develop-
ment, developing countries 
and North-South affairs.

chee said in malaysia, the 
consent form has a clause 
showing that the benefits 

outweigh the risks, and that 
any risk will be borne by the 
recipient. “this has created 
concerns, of course.”

Several attempts to seek 
clarification from moh 
spokesperson or Vandine 
proved futile.

regardless, many who 
signed the form did so without 
hesitation and unaware of the 
clauses because they thought 
it was a standard document.

Some said they did not ask 
for a thorough explanation as 
the medical staff were pressed 
for time due to long queues, 
and that the document was 
riddled with medical jargons, 
making it difficult to under-
stand.

others seemed unper-
turbed by the inaccuracies.

Medical services tested?
For most people, the quest 

for vaccines at any cost was 
spurred by the viral news of 
several foreigners, mostly 
chinese nationals, being test-
ed positive, in the late evening 
hours of February 20.

record speed shares of vid-
eos of the escape of an alleged 
covid-19 positive person from 
a hotel earlier in the month, 
police road blocks to control 
movement at Koh pich, and 
an ensuing speech by a visibly 
distressed prime minister hun 
Sen convinced people that the 
pandemic was far from over. 
By the end of that day, the tally 
of new cases was 49.

Up to February 19, the sev-
en-day average for new cases 

ranged between zero and sev-
en, mostly one, according to 
the covid-19 Data repository 
by the center for Systems Sci-
ence and engineering (cSSe) 
at US-based Johns hopkins 
University.

Following the spike, the 
seven-day average scaled up 
to eight, peaking at 40 before 
easing to 36 on march 10.

total number of cases have 
propelled beyond 1,000 with-
in two weeks of February 19, 
when cases stood around 484.

it also signaled the start of the 
country’s largest community 
transmission, and a rush of vac-
cine tawwkers who were previ-
ously unmoved by Sinopharm.

the second leg of inocula-
tion, this time with covishield, 
is at risk of running dry if the 
panic continues even as strict-
er movement control and 
shutdown orders for enter-
tainment outlets, sports cen-
tres and schools are imposed.

one government source 
opined that a city-wide lock-
down in phnom penh is im-
minent, as Siem reap imple-
ments strict measures with 
roadblocks to stop entry from 
other risk-driven provinces.

as it is, many parts of Si-
hanoukville, which has seen 
a spiraling increase in cases, 
has been under locked down 
since February 24.

that said, the medical ser-
vice has been coping well with 
the current infection rate for 
the moment, said Kimlong, 
who is the vice president of 
independent think tank asian 

Vision institute.
“it is too early to predict 

what might turn out,” he said, 
dismissing the notion that the 
service is being put to test.

Kimlong felt that it was 
important and necessary for 
cambodia and other devel-
oping governments investing 
in epidemic and pandemic 
response capabilities, includ-
ing medical science and re-
search, to build a system of 
readiness and preparedness.

it might explain the motive 
behind the express passing of 
the law on measures to pre-
vent the Spread of covid-19 
and other Serious, Danger-
ous and contagious Diseases. 
as the name suggests, the law 
is likely to be used to curb the 
movement of people in time 
for the Khmer New Year in 
april.

the latest outbreak had 
greatly escalated the chal-
lenge of containment and 
maintenance of economic 
endurance, just as the vac-
cine arrived and gained trac-
tion, said cim’s Galliano.

he opined that with a post-
covid-19 global economic 
prosperity in the offing, the 
Kingdom should consider 
substantial short-term mea-
sures to mitigate the spread, 
a sacrifice that will produce 
“handsome medium-term 
gains” if the country emerges 
as prepared and able when 
the opportunity arises.

“the recent spread has posi-
tioned [the country] at a cross-
road, confronting the govern-
ment with some demanding 
decisions, the balance of keep-
ing the economy afloat and en-
suring the security and safety 
of the populace,” he said.

the most serious risk is 
the potential to overwhelm 
the healthcare system which 
has occurred in many other 
countries with severely dam-
aging results, a risk cambodia 
cannot afford to assume.

“with the rising cases and 
border transmission, the ines-
capable decision is whether to 
partially or totally lockdown. 
Unless there is a reversal of the 
current trend, the government 
might need to take these sig-
nificant measures, which in the 
end, if it is short-term would 
have only a modest economic 
impact,” Galliano said.

with the accelerations of 
vaccinations and more im-
pactful measures of contain-
ment, the country can deal 
with the short-term economic 
interruption and emerge ready 
to take advantage for the glob-
al recovery, he added.
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The Health Ministry consent form riddled by inaccuracies. supplied

Source: CoronaTracker.com/Cambodia (2021)

Source: Cambodia Securities Exchange (Period - January 4, 2021 - March 11, 2021)
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 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus phnom penh train station

Train Square is set to open the 
next chapter in the history of 
Phnom Penh’s iconic railway sta-

tion, returning the building to its place 
as a pearl of asia as it approaches its 
90th anniversary.

The historic 1930s art Deco gem 
in the heart of the capital’s central 
business district has been artfully 
transformed, offering some 3,000sqm of 
top-end food and beverage outlets and 
office space that caters to the needs of 
the 21st century. 

“Train Square is set to open as an 
iconic retail plaza, welcoming visitors in 
grand style and providing a new place 
for people to meet, dine and relax in 
beautiful surroundings with high-end 
cafes, restaurants and shops.

“it is a beautiful building restored 
so that people of all ages can visit any 
time to relax with a tea or coffee, enjoy 
a lunch or dinner and take in a piece of 
history brought back to life.

“The location, prestige and iconic na-
ture of this project has attracted a range 
of retailers, and now with restoration 
work due to complete next month, Train 
Square is getting ready to relaunch, 
open its doors again and greet all.

“Despite many units having been 
leased by tenants eager to be a part of 
the beautiful heritage building opening, 
there are some retail spaces available. 
and and we have just opened leasing on 

the second floor for offices, with limited 
space available,” said Simon Griffiths, 
managing director of The Mall Company, 
Cambodia’s commercial and retail leas-
ing specialist for shopping complexes.

Phnom Penh Train Station was 
built in 1932 under the reign of King 
Sisowath Monivong as the terminus 
for the line to Battambang to boost 
trade with neighbouring Thailand. 
Constructed from reinforced concrete – 
still a relatively new building material 
at the time – it was something of an 
engineering feat to overcome the chal-
lenges of Phnom Penh’s geography.   

and getting the building ready 
for another 90 years of service to the 
Cambodian people has proven to be an 
“extensive” project, Griffiths recalls.

“The overall vision was to restore 
the train station to its former glory so 
that it could rightfully take its place 
at the centre of Phnom Penh’s central 
business district, among such important 
buildings as Vattanac Capital, Exchange 
Square and raffles Le royal, as well as 
the headquarters of many banks.  

“The train station’s original design 
quality, architecture and construction 
is of a very high standard, but 90 years 

had not been kind and the building 
was in need of serious modernisation 
and reinforcement. 

“So simply restoring the building 
was not enough. The electrical and 
plumbing systems throughout needed 
modernising, underground pipes and 
waste storage had to be installed, and 
structural reinforcements added inter-
nally and externally.  

“all this proved to be extensive 
work. But we wanted to go further and 
elevate the station. Fixing the build-
ing was not the goal – the goal was to 
elevate the building as an iconic feature 
of the city all could be proud of. as a 
result, glass elevators have been added, 
and the original staircases restored, with 
landscaping and feature chandeliers 
added within the main atrium. 

“With all restoration work to be com-
pleted in april, we now look forward to 
inviting tenants who wish to join – both 
office and retail – to come and let us 
show you all the improvements made 
over the past two years,” Griffiths said.

The original project’s lead engineer 
Henri Maux in La Belle Aube: Henri 
Maux, jeune ingénieur en Indochine, 
1927-1937, described the line as part 

of King Monivong’s “great modernisa-
tion campaign to develop the potential 
wealth of the country”. 

Monivong’s grandson norodom Si-
hanouk three decades later oversaw the 
construction of the southern line from 
Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville and its 
newly built port.

and with Cambodia’s network aim-
ing to open further lines in the future, 
cementing the capital as the centre  
of the region’s rail system, the further 
expansion of the railway network 
reflects the Kingdom’s continued 
growth in logistics, infrastructure  
and transport. 

‘A part of history’
While increasing traffic as the sta-

tion opens new lines will be a massive 
positive for pioneering partners joining 
the project, tenants can also expect to 
attract further footfall with the range 
of cultural activities on site.

“There will be a combination of ur-
ban, contemporary and street art from 
curators KBach arts displayed inside 
and outside the building. There will 
also be a number of cultural activities 
including tours on the history of  

Cambodia’s railways, antiques and  
ambitious international street art 
projects set for the platforms and walls 
leading up to the station.

“Over the past 10 years in Phnom 
Penh, i have managed or consulted on 
over one million square metres of com-
mercial real estate in Phnom Penh, but 
i have only worked on one 1930s art 
Deco building.  

“The train station is unique – it is 
one of a kind and such a part of the 
history of Phnom Penh. Lined by the 
highest quality offices and five-star  
hotels in the city, it sits right at the 
centre of the city with stunning views 
over a promenade of parks and a  
Buddhist stupa.  

“Combined with the beautiful art 
Deco French architecture and all the 
project has to offer, the careful and 
sensitive renovation of one of the King-
dom’s most iconic heritage buildings is 
what makes Train Square so special,” 
Griffiths said.  

For more details please contact  
Ms Puthik at The Mall Company: 
puthik@themallcompany.com/ 
(+855) 081 811 515. 

Full steam ahead for transformation 
of railway station with Train Square 

Phnom Penh Train Station is undergoing an exciting redevelopment. JOE CURTIN

The railway station has served Cambodia for almost 90 years. SUPPLIED Train Square is to offer some 3,000sqm of top-end F&B outlets and office space. JOE CURTIN

In the first of a  
four-part series on 
the redevelopment 
of Phnom Penh Train 
Station, The Post 
looks at the exciting 
retail opportunities 
available at the soon 
to open Train Square 

”
Train Square is set 
to open as an iconic 
retail plaza, welcoming 
visitors in grand style, 
and providing a new 
place for people to 
meet, dine and relax in 
beautiful surroundings
Simon GriFFiThS / maNagINg 
DIRECTOR Of ThE maLL COmPaNy
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world
Biden victory as US congress 
passes huge covid relief plan
T

he US congress passed Joe 
Biden’s enormous economic 
relief package on march 10, 
delivering a resounding victo-

ry for the president and giving what he 
called a “fighting chance” to millions 
of families and businesses suffering 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

The $1.9 trillion plan, months in the 
making, is one of the largest US res-
cue packages ever. It will dramatically 
impact every aspect of the world’s 
biggest economy for years to come 
while protecting and expanding the 
country’s social safety net.

Democrats say they have met a histor-
ic moment of crisis head on, funnelling 
federal dollars into vaccine distribution, 
stimulus checks of up to $1,400 to most 
US citizens, extended unemployment 
benefits for millions and an expansion 
of government funding for healthcare.

The measure only narrowly passed 
the house of representatives by a 
220-211 vote, with zero support from 
republicans, who accuse Biden of 
abandoning his Inauguration Day 
pledge to unify a divided nation.

But as republicans stood in op-
position, progressive and moderate 
Democrats locked arms and marched 
the measure across the finish line days 
before critical unemployment benefits 
were set to expire.

The bill now heads to the White 
house, where Biden – who made the 
american rescue Plan his top legis-
lative priority – said he will sign the 
measure into law on march 12.

The president said in a post-vote 
statement: “This legislation is about 
giving the backbone of this nation 
– the essential workers, the working 
people who built this country, the 
people who keep this country going – 
a fighting chance.”

at a presentation with vaccine mak-
ers, Biden went on to call the bill a “his-
toric victory for the american people” 
and said “there’s a real reason for hope” 
in beating back the pandemic.

minutes earlier, loud cheers and 
applause rose from the floor when 
house Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared 
the measure passed.

“This is a critical moment in our 
country’s history,” the top congressio-
nal Democrat said. “help is on the way 

– for the people, for the children.”
The bill extends eviction and fore-

closure moratoriums, pours billions 
of dollars into state and local govern-
ments, provides help for small busi-
nesses, increases food aid and sets 
aside $130 billion for schools.

and Democrats argue that the bill’s 
child tax credit expansion would slash 
child poverty by up to 50 per cent.

But republican lawmakers attacked 
what they called the bill’s “socialist 
agenda” and massive cost, saying more 
than 90 per cent does not go to directly 
combating covid-19. 

house minority Leader Kevin mc-
carthy called the plan “a long laundry 
list of left-wing priorities that predate 
the pandemic and do not meet the 
needs of the american families”.

The Senate’s top republican, mitch 
mcconnell, savaged the bill as “Dem-
ocratic overreach in the name of 
covid relief”.

“This is by far one of the worst pieces 
of legislation I’ve seen in the Senate,” he 
said. The bill passed the upper chamber 
on march 6 along strict party lines.

People outside Washington appear 
to see it very differently, as polls show 
overwhelming bipartisan support for 
the bill.

Nevertheless, Biden is signalling that 
he will soon hit the road on a mission 
to sell the package to the US people.

On march 9, Biden visited a busi-
ness billed as Washington’s oldest 
hardware store, which has benefited 
from the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram begun under Donald Trump’s 
administration to help businesses 
stay afloat during the crisis.

The administration is continuing 
the programme, but Biden said it will 
be tailored to focus on businesses 
with 20 employees or fewer.

The last congressional plan to fight 
the coronavirus, which has to date left 

more than 528,000 dead in the US and 
brought the economy to its knees, was 
enacted in December. 

It expanded unemployment payments 
and extended them through march 14.

That deadline has loomed as Biden 
and Democrats crafted their latest pack-
age, but the new measure is set to extend 
the benefits until early September.

Progressive Democrats had pushed 
for higher supplemental unemploy-
ment benefits of $400, but after a 
last-minute standoff with a moderate 
Democrat, the Senate kept the pay-
ments at $300 a week.

On march 9 with the bill’s passage 
likely, the Paris-based Organisation for 
economic cooperation and Develop-
ment (OecD) sharply raised its 2021 
global growth forecast amid greatly 
improved economic prospects.

It sees the US economy climbing by 
6.5 per cent this year, nearly double 
its previous forecast. AFP

‘People died before my eyes’: Fukushima survivor
Continued from page 1

giant sea wall built after the 
tsunami and offered a prayer.

around 60 people were killed 
in Ohisa, one of the districts 
adjacent to the beach, when 
tsunami waves of seven metres 
washed ashore, wiping away 
everything but a tiny shrine.

Kumaki’s eyes filled with tears 
as he remembered the disaster. 
“It was really scary.”

Tributes and condolences 
poured in from around the 
world, with everyone from UN 
Secretary antonio Guterres to 
singer Lady Gaga offering their 
thoughts on the anniversary.

Searches for those still miss-

ing are taking place this week, 
as loved ones refuse to relin-
quish hope of finding them 
even a decade on.

The chances of success may 
appear slim, but last week the 
remains of a woman missing 
since the tsunami were identi-
fied, in what her surviving son 
described as a chance to proc-
ess his emotions and move 
forward.

The disaster is being marked 
just two weeks before the 
Olympic torch relay kicks off in 
Fukushima prefecture, nod-
ding to efforts to cast the event 
as the “reconstruction 
Games”.

The pandemic has cast a long 

shadow over the Olympics, 
forcing their unprecedented 
year-long postponement, but 
the government and organisers 
are hoping the relay will bring 
the spotlight back to the 
region.

a decade on, the disaster has 
shaped Japan’s preparations for 
natural disasters, with many 
towns along the coast building 
new or higher sea walls.

evacuation routes and plans 
have been refined and 
improved in a country that 
regularly deals with disasters 
ranging from typhoons to 
earthquakes.

Nayuta Ganbe in miyagi’s 
Sendai city speaks often at 

events about disaster preven-
tion, sharing his experience of 
the tsunami, but he usually 
marks the anniversary private-
ly.

“It’s the day when I lost my 
classmates. People died before 
my eyes. march 11 is a day that 
I hoped would never come 
again,” he said recently.

But this year he has decided 
to participate in an event on 
the anniversary, hoping it will 
help him with the ongoing 
work of processing the trauma 
he experienced.

For others, the anniversary 
will be a moment for private 
reflection on a tragedy that 
continues to reverberate.

Tens of thousands of people 
who evacuated fearing radia-
tion are still displaced, and 
around two percent of Fuku-
shima remains off-limits.

most of Japan’s nuclear reac-
tors are still offline, and govern-
ment plans to revitalise the 
sector are controversial.

reverend akira Sato, who 
ministered at several churches 
that in areas still largely off-
limits around the Fukushima 
plant, will be spending the day 
in reflection at one of the 
churches he had to abandon.

“Together with my wife, I will 
silently think back over the 
days of the disaster and offer a 
prayer.” AFP

US Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (centre-left) and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer sign the American Rescue Plan Act after the 
House Chamber voted on the final revised legislation of the $1.9 trillion Covid-19 relief plan, at the US Capitol in Washington, DC on Wednesday. AFP

Korea to pay 
13.9% more 
for presence 
of US troops
SOUTh Korea has agreed to 
pay 13.9 per cent more towards 
the cost of the US troop pres-
ence on the peninsula, its for-
eign ministry said on march 
10, in a six-year deal resolving 
an issue that festered under 
the Trump administration.

The financial dispute had 
bedevilled the two allies’ security 
alliance after former US presi-
dent Donald Trump – who had 
a transactional approach to for-
eign policy – repeatedly accused 
South Korea of freeloading.

Washington stations around 
28,500 troops in South Korea to 
defend it from the nuclear-armed 
North Korea, which invaded the 
South in 1950, and protect US 
interests in northeast asia.

Under the new deal, Seoul has 
agreed to pay 1.18 trillion won 
($1.04 billion) for 2021, with 
annual increases thereafter 
linked to its defence budget.

The sum represents a 13.9 
per cent increase on the 
roughly $920 million Seoul 
was paying under the previous 
agreement, which expired in 
2019 – but is a far cry from the 
Trump administration’s initial 
demand of $5 billion a year.

The new pact “again reaffirmed 
the need for a stable presence of 
US troops in Korea”, Seoul’s for-
eign ministry said in a statement, 
adding it resolved a vacuum that 
had lasted for about 15 months.

B o t h  g o v e r n m e n t s 
announced earlier this week 
that they had reached an 
agreement in principle, but 
the amounts involved were 
only confirmed on march 10.

The new deal must still be 
approved by the South Korean 
legislature.

The agreement came as Seoul 
and Washington kicked off their 
annual military training on march 
8, which has been scaled down 
from the usual level due to the 
pandemic, with no large-scale 
physical troop involvement.

The nine-day exercise is still 
likely to infuriate North Korea, 
which has long considered such 
drills rehearsals for invasion.

“The upcoming annual train-
ing is a computer-simulated 
command post exercise that is 
strictly defensive in nature,” the 
US Joint chiefs of Staff said in a 
march 7 statement, adding that 
they went ahead with plans after 
considering the pandemic.

North Korea has put itself under 
strict self-imposed isolation to try 
to protect itself against the pan-
demic, adding to the pressure 
on its moribund economy. 

analysts will be watching to 
see whether Pyongyang will 
use the military drills to launch 
provocations against Washing-
ton as it seeks to test the new 
Biden administration.

There are close to 30,000 US 
troops stationed in South 
Korea, and their annual drills 
with tens of thousands of South 
Korean soldiers have always 
angered the North. AFP
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amnesty reports alleged military junta 
atrocities against myanmar protesters
S

ecurity forces for myan-
mar’s military regime are 
using battlefield weapons 
on unarmed protesters and 

carrying out premeditated killings 
orchestrated by their commanding 
officers, amnesty international said 
on march 11.

the human rights group collated 
graphic video clips posted on social 
media to document what it called 
a “nationwide killing spree” in the 
weeks since the military seized pow-
er on February 1.

“these myanmar military tactics 
are far from new, but their killing 
sprees have never before been lives-
treamed for the world to see,” Joanne 
mariner, amnesty’s director of crisis 
response, said in a new report.

“these are not the actions of over-
whelmed, individual officers making 
poor decisions,” she said.

“these are unrepentant command-
ers already implicated in crimes 
against humanity, deploying their 
troops and murderous methods in 
the open.”

amnesty presented analysis of 55 
videos recorded from February 28 
to march 8 in cities across myanmar, 
including mandalay and yangon.

in one Facebook clip, dated Febru-
ary 28 from the southeastern city of 
Dawei, a soldier is seen handing his 
rifle to a police officer next to him. 
the policeman takes aim and shoots, 
before personnel around them erupt 
in apparent celebration.

the footage was recorded from 
a property above the street. in the 
background of the audio, women 
can be heard sobbing.

“Not only does this incident show 

a reckless disregard for human life, 
making sport of shooting live rounds 
at protesters, it also reveals deliberate 
coordination among security forces,” 
mariner said.

amnesty said some military units 
had been drafted in from restive 
ethnic-minority areas of myanmar 
where many atrocities are said to 
have occurred, and also alleged ex-

trajudicial executions of protesters.

‘Deadly new phase’
another clip, taken off twitter from 

march 3, shows personnel leading a 
man towards a larger group of secu-
rity forces in yangon. 

the man appears to be in custody 
and is offering no visible resistance 
when an officer beside him shoots 

him. 
he is left on the road, apparently 

lifeless, for several seconds before of-
ficers drag him away.

amnesty also catalogued the use 
by security forces of firearms that 
are “completely inappropriate for 
use in policing protests”, including 
light machine guns, sniper rifles and 
semi-automatic rifles.

“the weaponry deployed by the 
tatmadaw [myanmar armed forces] 
reveals a deliberate and dangerous 
escalation in tactics,” mariner said. 

“make no mistake, we are in a 
deadly new phase of the crisis.”

amnesty urged the uN Security 
council to step in.

On march 10 it unanimously 
agreed on a statement condemning 
the military’s use of violence against 
the peaceful anti-coup protesters.

it was the second time in just over a 
month that its 15 members – includ-
ing china, a traditional ally of the 
former Burma – made a rare show of 
unity over myanmar.

however, the statement does not 
use the word “coup” or mention the 
possibility of international sanctions 
if the generals do not halt their re-
pression.

earlier versions of the British-
drafted resolution, under discussion 
since march 5, was more forthright 
but was blocked on march 9, with 
china, Vietnam, india and russia 
opposed, diplomats said.

myanmar has been in turmoil since 
the military ousted and detained 
civilian leader aung San Suu Kyi 
last month, triggering daily protests 
around the country for the return of 
democracy.

close to 2,000 people have been ar-
rested and the death toll has climbed 
to more than 60.

a week ago, uN Special rappor-
teur thomas andrews urged the Se-
curity council to refer the regime to 
the international criminal court “to 
investigate and possibly prosecute 
atrocity crimes that have occurred”. 
AFP

christians in muslim-majority m’sia 
can use ‘allah’ in publications: court
chriStiaNS in muslim-majority malaysia 
can use the word “allah” in publications, a 
court ruled on march 10, overturning a 
decades-old ban after a lengthy legal bat-
tle that fuelled religious tensions.

the arabic word for God has long been 
divisive in malaysia, with christians com-
plaining attempts to stop them using it 
highlight creeping islamisation. But some 
muslims accuse christians of overstepping 

boundaries.
march 10’s case began 13 years ago when 

officials seized religious materials in the 
local malay language from a christian at 
Kuala Lumpur airport that contained the 
word “allah”.

the woman – Jill ireland Lawrence Bill, 
a member of an indigenous group – then 
launched a legal challenge against a 1986 
ban on christians using the term in pub-

lications.
after repeated delays, the Kuala Lumpur 

high court finally sided with her, ruling 
she had the right not to face discrimination 
on the grounds of her faith.

the judge also ruled the ban on chris-
tians using “allah” was “unlawful and 
unconstitutional”, her lawyer annou Xavi-
er said.

malaysia’s constitution guarantees free-
dom of religion.

christians in malaysia say they have 
used the word “allah” for centuries.

But authorities had argued against using 
the term in non-muslim literature, saying 
it could confuse muslims and entice them 
to convert.

in another high-profile case in 2014, 
malaysia’s top court dismissed a bid by the 
catholic church for the right to use the 
word “allah” in the malay-language edition 
of a church newspaper.

malaysia has largely avoided overt reli-
gious conflict in recent decades, but ten-
sions have been growing.

in 2014 a church was hit with petrol 
bombs, while islamic authorities have 
seized Bibles containing the word “allah”.

in 2017 a christian pastor was dragged 
from his car by masked men and kid-
napped. he is still missing, with a public 
inquiry concluding he was probably 
snatched by “agents of the state”.

Less than 10 per cent of malaysia’s 32 mil-
lion people are estimated to be christians, 
coming from mostly ethnic chinese, indian 
or indigenous backgrounds, while 60 per 
cent are muslim ethnic malay. AFP

Military trucks are seen near a burning barricade, erected by protesters then set on fire by soldiers, during a crackdown on 
demonstrations against the military coup in Yangon on Wednesday. STR/AFP

Apisamai Srirangsan, spokesperson for Thailand’s Centre for Covid-19 
Situation Administration (CCSA). THE NATION

Hundreds of Malaysian Christians pray at a special Sunday service inside a temporary place 
after their church was set ablaze by unidentified attackers, in Kuala Lumpur. AFP

thailand contemplating 
possibility of reopening 
borders on October 1
iF VacciNatiON drives in 
other countries continue eas-
ing the pandemic situation, 
then thailand should be fully 
reopened within this year, 
apisamai Srirangsan, centre 
for covid-19 Situation admin-
istration (ccSa) spokesperson, 
said on march 10.

She said a ccSa team spoke 
with deputy Samut Sakhon gov-
ernor thiraphat Khashmat 
about infections in the province 
and learned that the number of 
new cases has been dropping 
continuously. ccSa will con-
sider readjusting the colour-tier 

labels for provinces on march 
19 because, over the past few 
weeks, only 10 provinces have 
been reporting infections.

the relaxation of more mea-
sures may be considered before 
april 1 so people can enjoy 
Songkran festival this year.

ccSa is considering the pos-
sibility of reopening the coun-
try on October 1 provided the 
government is fully prepared, 
businesses are willing to follow 
health measures and the public 
will maintain guard against the 
virus. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 
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Opinion

I
N ThE US, it was Vice-President 
Kamala harris who sounded the 
alarm by pointing out that 2.5 
million women have been 

forced to leave the work market since 
the beginning of the pandemic. “Our 
economy cannot fully recover unless 
women can participate fully. So I 
believe, I think we all believe, this is a 
national emergency”, she hammered 
away in a video call held with several 
women’s advocacy groups and law-
makers, calling for a national plan to 
address this situation.

While the progress of covid-19 vac-
cinations in the US gives hope for a 
rapid recovery of the economy, a 
report from mcKinsey Global found 
that women, who made up 43 per 
cent of the work force, accounted for 
56 per cent of covid-related job loss-
es, with non-college-educated wom-
en and women of colour being dis-
proportionately affected. 

Kamala harris’s cry of alarm should 
in fact be extended to the whole 
world. Everywhere, there are women 
the pandemic has pushed  out of the 
labour force all together. Therefore, 
even though women live longer than 
men, the gender gap in retirement 
security will only increase. 

Even for those women who are still 
on the labour market, their situation 
has deteriorated. Social isolation has 
narrowed their options to escape 
contexts of domestic abuse. and 
most of them are now shouldering a 
much larger burden of unpaid 
domestic duties than men. Lock-
down has only added to household 
work, with women taking care of 
most virus prevention, looking after 
their families’ health, and juggling 
new safety and hygiene protocols. 
They are also the ones who take on 
the primary responsibility of home-
schooling children as well as caring 
for the sick and the elderly. 

 more than ever, the pandemic has 
made evident the unequal sharing of 
unpaid care and domestic work, and 
how undervalued and under-recog-
nised it is. It is a significant constraint 
for women’s progress in education 
and training, an obstacle to their 
entry into and advancement in the 
paid labour market, their economic 
opportunities and entrepreneurial 
activities, resulting in gaps in social 
protection, pay and pensions. 

The prospects for the next genera-
tion are no more reassuring, as 
school closures have disrupted learn-
ing outcomes for 1.7 billion children 

worldwide as well as their nutrition, 
health and safety. Save the children 
warns in a report that millions of girls 
are at risk of not being able to return 
to school after the pandemic. There 
will be 13 million more child mar-
riages by 2030 than would have been 
the case without covid-19. 

This is the scourge of the pandemic: 
It is landing multiple blows on those 
least able to bear them, widening ine-
qualities stemming from gender, class 
and race. as the world has just cele-
brated International Women’s Day, we 
must reiterate that this situation is not 
acceptable, nor is inevitable. 

all over the world, populations have 
been forced to become aware of the 
vital importance of public services such 
as universal health care services, child-
care provision, adult social care, educa-
tion, and water and sanitation. Those 
who have been providing vital work 
during the pandemic, are predominant-
ly women, and the working conditions 
of most of them are deplorable. 

Women are the first to pay the price 
for decades of budget cuts and priva-
tisation of essential services. This is 
why it is urgent for governments to 
take immediate and long-term cor-
rectives to invest in public services, 
social protection, and infrastructure 
for gender equality and women’s full 

enjoyment of their human rights. 
all these much-needed measures 

obviously have a cost, and it is just 
about answering one question: who 
will pay for them? at IcrIcT, a com-
mission engaged in reforming the 
international tax system in a fair and 
equitable way, our answer is: it is 
time for those who have the most to 
pay the most. 

as a recent Oxfam report shows, rich 
people are getting richer despite the 
pandemic. The world’s 10 richest bil-
lionaires – all men, unsurprisingly – 
have seen their wealth skyrocket by 
half a trillion dollars since march 2020. 
That is more than enough to prevent 
anyone on the planet from falling into 
poverty because of the virus, and to 
pay for a covid-19 vaccine for all. 

This pandemic must mark a turn-
ing point in the taxation of the rich-
est individuals. It is also a unique 
opportunity to really address corpo-
rate tax dodging and put an end to 
corporate tax competition. We have a 
solution at hand, through the intro-
duction of a minimum effective cor-
porate tax rate of 25 per cent world-
wide. any multinational that books 
its profits in a tax haven would there-
fore be taxed in its home country up 
to this minimum rate. 

This would reduce its interest in 

transferring its profits to these 
unscrupulous jurisdictions. Utopian 
just a few weeks ago, this measure 
now seems possible, with the Biden 
administration assuring that it has 
committed itself to “try to stop what 
has been a destructive, global race to 
the bottom on corporate taxation” as 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen put it 
at her confirmation hearing. 

Other countries of the world must 
move in the same direction. an inter-
national reform to make multination-
als and the richest pay their fair share 
of taxes requires a global agreement. It 
is essential that these negotiations 
take place in the most transparent 
and egalitarian way possible, ideally 
within the UN, which is the only legit-
imate forum for these exchanges.

Generating more revenues to invest 
in measures essential to ensure wom-
en’s rights and gender equality 
depends on progressive and fair tax 
systems. Today more than ever, tax-
ing the richest members of our socie-
ties will put us on the path to becom-
ing more caring societies. Which also 
means societies that place women’s 
rights at their core.

The author is executive director of the Global 
Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and a member of the Independent Commission on 
International Corporate Tax Reform (ICRICT). 

Do you want a more caring – and 
feminist – society? Tax better! 

Women are the first to pay the price for decades of budget cuts and privatisation of essential services. AFP

Opinion
Magdalena Sepulveda
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‘Bringing us together’: S african sneaker craze
Queueing outside an up-

market Johannesburg cloth-
ing store, young fashion lov-
ers hope to lay their hands 

on the latest sneakers to come out 
of the uS.

For South africa’s city dwellers, 
sneakers are more than just shoes.

as a marker of personality as well 
as social status, they are cared for 
and worn with pride, and youths 
compete to hunt down the rarest 
models from a market flooded with 
old and new sneakers – including 
many fakes.

“Sneakers kind of tell your story,” 
graffiti artist rasik “mr.ekse” green 
said as he was spray-painting a com-
missioned mural on the rooftop of a 
building in downtown Johannesburg.

green’s elaborate graffiti designs 
– which he also uses to redecorate 
and personalise sneakers – are high-
ly sought after.

The shoes are often an expression 
of geographic roots in a country 
with 12 official languages and doz-
ens of ethnicities.

“For instance we know cape 
Townians love their bubbles,” said 
green, referring to a chunky, thick-
soled nike design.

and residents of the Johannesburg 
township of Soweto “love their [con-
verse] all Stars”, he said. “it’s kind of 
a code.”

The athletic footwear craze is 

linked to african american hip-hop 
culture, which infuses South africa’s 
rich musical heritage as well as its 
fashion.

collecting and trading shoes has 
become a hobby in africa’s most 
industrialised nation, with aficiona-
dos known as “sneaker heads”.

in 2019, 800 pairs of reeboks, cre-
ated in a limited edition in collabo-
ration with South african rap sensa-
tion aKa, sold out 10 minutes after 
their online release.

a South african brand, Bathu – 
slang for “shoe” – conquered the 
local market with a unique mesh 
design.

While its low-end sneakers cost 
1,300 rand ($84), Bathu came out 
with a limited edition, the Opel gSi, 
with only 80 pairs which it sold for 
397,000 rand each in June 2019.

“That wouldn’t have happened 30 
years ago,” green said.

But another designer, andile 
“ScotchisDope” cele, warned that 
sneaker fanaticism is “becoming 
about class”.

Paying extravagant amounts for 
the shoes is “almost like an invest-
ment to say, you’re helping your-
self, so that you can live with these 
[wealthy] people . . . almost like ‘fake 
it till you make it’ type of thing”.

Worn ‘art piece’
Sneakers have not always been 

viewed positively in South africa.
gangsters terrorising townships 

during the 1980s often wore chuck 
Taylor all Stars, a high-topped 
stitched canvas shoe manufac-
tured by the uS firm converse.

The sneakers, originally de-
signed as basketball shoes, ac-
quired a “thug” reputation that 
stuck.

“my parents didn’t want me to 
get a pair because it was mixed up 
with a certain culture that was for 
criminals,” recalled hector mgiba, 
28, who has an extensive collec-
tion of converse all Stars.

he said converse shoes were also 
associated with “pantsula”, a dance 
born among young black town-
ship dwellers as a form of protest 
against apartheid, and snubbed by 
older generations.

“Pantsula” dancers typically wore 
smart shirts, flare trousers and all 

Stars – perfect for their quick steps 
and hops.

mgiba, a teenager at the time, 
saved up to buy a second-hand 
pair behind his parents’ back.

“i loved it so much and i wanted 
to pave my own way to how i ex-
press myself,” he said.

“The way it fades when it gets 
worn out, it becomes more of an 
art piece.”

a popular music genre known 
as Kwaito that emerged in Soweto 
during the 1990s cast converse 
into a new light.

Dancers in colourful all Stars 
turned the shoe into a symbol of 
township youth in post-apartheid 
South africa.

Today the rubber-soled shoe is 
worn with both formal fitted suits 
and casual dress by young South 
africans of all backgrounds and 
skin tones.

as demand for sneakers has 
grown, local entrepreneurs have 
become fierce rivals to interna-
tional brands.

unable to afford the latest sneak-
ers as a young boy, local designer 
Lekau Sehoana made his first pair 
of sneakers from worn-out shoes, 
old jeans and polyurethane.

his “Drip” footwear brand, 
launched in 2019, gained popu-
larity with its brightly coloured 
bubble soles and stretchy mate-
rial.

Sehoana now uses part of the 
company’s earnings to make shoes 
for children in townships.

“i guess it’s one way of uniting 
us and bringing us together, as a 
people, as a country, as different 
races,” green said.

“Besides all our differences, at 
least we share one common thing 
. . . shoes.” afp

giant painting materialises in floating Benin village
On a small island surrounded by 
hundreds of wooden huts on stilts, in 
the middle of Lake nokoue in south-
east Benin, a giant painting is taking 
shape.

For the past three hours, in 41 
degrees celsius heat, French artist 
Saype has been busy transforming a 
playground in the floating village of 
ganvie.

Shapes gradually appear on the 
grass in grey and black paint from the 
nozzle of his sprayer.

Fishermen, women selling fish, and 
children from the village are gathered 
around him, observing the scene 
with wonder as a drone hovers above 
their heads.

“no one knows yet what this man 
is doing,” resident Sonagnon Dag-
bedji says, his eyes fixed on Saype.

The 33-year-old says he’s seen 
paintings before in a local gallery, 
“but painting on the grass? That’s a 
first”.

it’s not just the art attracting curi-
ous residents – the artist himself 
intrigues many.

“Seeing a white man coming to 
ganvie to paint, that’s an event in 
itself,” said another resident, Sokin 
agodokpedji.

“We were told the final result would 
be special so we are waiting,” said the 
eager 25-year-old fisherman.

at last, the fresco is ready. Onlook-
ers congregate to watch a video from 
the drone’s camera on a small 
screen.

The strokes of paint have formed 
into two giant interlaced hands.

For Saype, whose real name is guil-

laume Legros, this painting is part of 
“the largest human chain in the 
world”.

The “Beyond Walls” project start-
ed in Paris in front of the eiffel 
Tower and has over several years 
travelled around the world, reach-
ing andorra, Berlin, geneva, Oua-
gadougou, Yamoussoukro, Turin, 
istanbul and cape Town before 
coming to Benin’s floating village of 
ganvie.

“We are at a point in history where 
the world is polarising, and where a 
part of people is more and more turn-
ing in on themselves,” Saype wrote 
in a presentation on the project.

The interlaced hands are “a symbol 
of kindness and goodwill between 
people”, he says, “to try and build 
bridges”. afp

Writer and sneakers decorator Rasik ‘Mr.ekse’ Green works on his latest creation in Maboneng, Johannesburg on February 11. 
Sneakers are more than just shoes for hip South Africa city dwellers. afp

Sneakers ecstatically modified by writer and sneakers decorator Rasik ‘Mr.ekse’ 
Green are seen in Maboneng, Johannesburg, on February 11. afp

An aerial view of one of the artworks by artist Guillaume Legros, also known as Saype, 
from his global project, Beyond Walls, in Ganvie, Benin on March 2.  afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Take ___ down memory lane”
  6 Mix it up, in a way
 10 Pre-revolution ruler (Var.)
 14 ___-Roman wrestling
 15 It’s plucked in Roma
 16 Skin outbreak
 17 Seriously shun the public
 20 Rabbit-sized rodent
 21 Type of shirt
 22 Produce, as an egg
 23 Family favorites
 25 Where a plane’s engine is housed
 27 Resort hotel
 30 “Heck!” cousin
 32 Companion of Wynken and Blynken
 33 Aviation prefix
 35 Hipbone parts
 37 Bug-repelling wood
 41 Be an arbitrator
 44 Warning from a doghouse
 45 Wolfe in Stout books
 46 Early fruit sampler?
 47 Ecclesiastical garment
 49 ___ up (monopolizes)
 51 Photo ___ (campaign events)

 52 It may be guided
 56 Salty seven
 58 Slow-pitch feature
 59 Franc successor
 61 Central parts
 65 Washington and Madison, for two
 68 Preoccupied with
 69 King’s address?
 70 Click the “Send” button
 71 Bill passers
 72 Listen to
 73 “No man is an island” poet
DOWN
  1 Turkish biggie (Var.)
  2 Math subject, briefly
  3 Design over
  4 Get more than frosty
  5 Was sulky
  6 Gloomy
  7 Ready for surgery
  8 Smith’s garb
  9 Loose overcoat
 10 Lao-Tzu’s creative force
 11 Stern oar
 12 Historic record
 13 Do a salon job
 18 Type of acid

 19 Florid in style
 24 Hair-styling site
 26 Excessive fluid in plants
 27 Be bratty
 28 Heavy hammer part
 29 Length X width, for rectangles
 31 The X in the above clue
 34 Gumbo pods
 36 ___-ski (lodge socializing)
 38 Queen of Carthage
 39 Rush-order order
 40 Sleep cycles
 42 Federated
 43 Ivanhoe’s beloved
 48 Like aquamarine or teal
 50 Cooked lightly in butter
 52 Corleone’s group
 53 Subtle satire
 54 Reptile’s covering
 55 Sesame Street character
 57 Nincompoop
 60 “Dungeons & Dragons” figure
 62 Supermarket meat label
 63 Ireland, romantically
 64 Gilligan’s home, for a stretch
 66 Negative responses
 67 Catered

“PLAYED WITH THE KIDS” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

medieval girdle likely 
part of birthing ritual
a 

15th century “birthing girdle”, in-
scribed with prayers and a well-
thumbed crucifix image, was likely 
actively used in medieval childbirth, 

according to new research on one of the few 
such sashes not destroyed by time or religious 
revolutionaries.

With a delicate technique that uses the 
crumbs from plastic eraser rubbings, scientists 
were able to identify biological marks on the 
fragile sheepskin parchment.

they found traces of honey, milk, egg and ce-
reals, as well as cervico-vaginal fluids “which 
indicated active use in childbirth”, said lead 
author Sarah Fiddyment of cambridge Uni-
versity’s mcDonald Institute for archeological 
research.

the study published on march 10 said it 
“proved what was long suspected”, that the 
girdle was not just a talisman to be worn dur-
ing pregnancy, but was also a part of the ritual 
of labour and childbirth.

With little surviving first-hand evidence from 
medieval women themselves, the research 
shines a new light on women’s health and 
obstetric care in a period when “accounts of 
childbirth were largely written by men”, said 
co-author matthew collins, of the University of 
copenhagen.

ten centimetres wide and over three metres 
long, the girdle is covered on both sides with 
images and invocations that researchers be-
lieve were wrapped around a woman’s body 
and placed strategically over her womb to im-
bue protection.

Its use “shows that women were using highly 
formulaic rituals that blended the numerical 
precision and incantation of magic with reli-
gious protection”, the study said.

at this time, childbirth was the leading 
cause of death for women, and the study said 
the neonatal mortality rate for mother and 
child was thought to be somewhere between 
30 and 60 per cent.

With little that we would recognise as medi-
cine, early midwives offered amulets, precious 
stones and plant-based remedies that had in-

gredients similar to those found on the girdle.
One recipe in Trotula, the 12th century 

manual on women’s health, advised a mixture 
of “one scruple of opium poppy, one scruple 
of goose fat, four scruples each of wax and 
honey, one ounce of oil, the whites of two 
eggs, and the milk of a woman”.

the study is the first to analyse proteins 
from a historic parchment document with the 
non-invasive eraser rubbing technique, which 
had previously been used to detect the animal 
source of parchment.

“the fact that we have been able to detect 
these specific additional non-human proteins 
further reinforces the evidence that this girdle 
was actively used in late pregnancy and child-
birth, and also gives supporting evidence that 
these documented treatments were actually 
used,” Fiddyment said in a press release from 
cambridge.

‘Clandestine’ talisman?
Girdles – made of silk, iron, parchment, or 

snake or deer skin – were used particularly by 
wealthy women during pregnancy and one 
was even ordered for the wife of King henry 
VII, the study said.

they were often leased out by the medieval 
church, along with a host of other relics and 
talismans claiming to offer protection.

But this came to an end in the reformation in 
the 16th century, with what would later come 
to be known as the Dissolution of the monas-
teries between 1536 and roughly 1541.

“the raids were particularly vicious in target-
ing centres relating specifically to the venera-
tion of female saints, much of which focused on 
childbearing and pregnancy,” the study said.

Beyond the residue of birth, researchers have 
few other clues about the history of the girdle, 
including whether it was hidden and later used 
in secret.

“Given that this girdle was not destroyed by 
reformers and given the heavy wear . . . it may 
be that this was a clandestine girdle used up 
until the early 17th century,” the authors said. 
AFP

A mother holds her newborn child’s foot. A study published on Wednesday said the ‘birthing girdle’ was likely 
a part of the ritual of labour and childbirth. AFP

Illustrations of a medieval 12th century girdle (left) and a 15th century girdle by Percy Anderson for English 
fashion writer Eliza Davis’ 1906 book Costume Fanciful, Historical and Theatrical. PUBLIC DOMAIN
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messi misses penalty 
as Barca fail in PSG 
comeback attempt
L

ioneL messi scored 
one stunning goal 
but then had a pen-
alty saved as Barce-

lona failed in their attempt 
to produce a second cham-
pions League comeback for 
the ages against Paris Saint-
Germain on Wednesday, a 1-1 
draw taking the French side 
through to the quarter-finals 
5-2 on aggregate.

Kylian mbappe netted a hat-
trick as PSG stunned Barca 4-1 
in the first leg last month, and 
he extended their advantage 
in this last-16 tie by netting a 
first-half penalty in the second 
leg to put last season’s run-
ners-up ahead on the night.

But messi made it 1-1 with 
a ferocious strike from 30 me-
tres, and the argentine had 
the chance to put the visitors 
ahead after antoine Griez-
mann was fouled in the area, 
only for the outstanding Key-
lor navas to tip his spot-kick 
onto the bar.

Barcelona certainly went for 
it, but there was to be no re-
peat of their famous recovery 

against the same opponents 
four years ago, when they lost 
the first leg 4-0 but triumphed 
6-1 in the return.

it is the first time they have 
gone out before the quarter-
finals since 2007 and, after 
Juventus were knocked out 
on Tuesday, neither messi nor 
cristiano ronaldo will feature 
in the last eight for the first 
time since 2005.

Barcelona coach ronald 
Koeman can nevertheless be 
encouraged by the way his 
team played on a cold, wet 
and windy night at an empty 
Parc des Princes.

“We are out, and that is what 
counts in our sport. But we 
can feel good about it because 
we had chances to make life 
difficult for our opponents,” 
Koeman told movistar Plus.

“We deserved more, and 
things could have been  
different had it been 2-1 at 
half-time.”

Barcelona have been a club 
in crisis for some time, but 
they have a new president in 
Joan Laporta, who will hope 

to restore calm at boardroom 
level, and they can still hope 
to finish the season strongly 
domestically.

meanwhile, PSG are safely 
through to the quarter-finals 
as they look to go one better 
than last season and win the 
champions League for the 
first time.

They will feel this tie marks 
another step forward in their 
quest to become europe’s 
dominant force, after three 
defeats at Barcelona’s hands in 
knockout ties since the Qatar 
Sports investments takeover 
of a decade ago.

Mbappe’s tie, Navas’ night
Victory was achieved de-

spite neymar missing both 
legs due to injury, with 
mbappe providing enough 
stardust on his own.

Yet after lighting up the 
first leg, the French World 
cup winner found the go-
ing tougher in the return, 
and coach mauricio Pochet-
tino will face some questions 
about his side’s approach.

“We are in the quarter- 
finals and we are very happy,” 
he told rmc Sport, adding: 
“Sometimes in football you 
need to be prepared to suffer.”

There were jitters, with Bar-
celona dominating almost 
from the first minute and 
squandering chance after 
chance in the opening half an 
hour.

Poor decision-making from 
ousmane Dembele did not 
help the away side, although 
he also saw one ball across 
the face of goal just escape the 
outstretched leg of messi.

as an impromptu fireworks 
display broke out just outside 

the stadium, navas then pro-
duced his first superb save 
midway through the first half 
when he turned Sergino Dest’s 
shot onto the woodwork, and 
it was against the run of play 
that PSG went ahead.

clement Lenglet caught the 
heel of mauro icardi in the area 
in the 28th minute, a foul that 
was almost invisible on first 
viewing but was confirmed by 
english referee anthony Tay-
lor after a Var review.

mbappe scored from the 
spot for his fourth goal in the 
tie and his 26th of the season.

Barcelona kept coming 
though, and messi equalised 

with a shot from range that was 
like a tracer bullet that whistled 
into the top corner, not the 
kind of goal he scores often.

it was his 25th this season, 
and he could have scored 
again in first-half stoppage 
time as Layvin Kurzawa was 
penalised for catching Griez-
mann in the box.

however, messi was denied 
by navas, the former real ma-
drid goalkeeper dousing Bar-
celona’s hopes as he contin-
ued to do in the second half.

“navas had a brilliant game. 
he is a world-class goalkeeper 
and you saw that tonight,” 
said Pochettino. AFP

German football’s ‘billion-euro’ nightmare
aFTer a year of games behind 
closed doors, Bundesliga clubs 
are contemplating losses of a 
“billion euros” as players and 
coaches wonder when Ger-
many’s football grounds will be 
full again in the wake of the 
covid-19 crisis.

“They feel like training games 
at times,” Freiburg striker nils 
Petersen has said of matches 
behind closed doors.

Borussia monchengladbach’s 
2-1 win over cologne on march 
11, 2020, was the first ever Bun-
desliga game played without 
spectators.

Two days later, all Bundesliga 
matches stopped as Germany 
went into lockdown due to the 
covid-19 pandemic.

after a two and a half month 
hiatus, the league resumed in 
may with the last nine rounds 
of matches void of fans so  
the 2019-20 season could be 
finished.

Since then, the stadiums in 
Germany’s top flight have 
largely remained empty.

a few thousand supporters 
were allowed into 33 games in 
certain grounds for matches at 
the start of this season, but Ger-
many’s second wave of corona-
virus put paid to that.

Bundesliga matches have 
been played behind closed 
doors since november, when 
Germany went into a second 
lockdown, which is still in 
place.

 The 36 clubs in Germany’s 
top two leagues are counting 
the financial cost of lost match-
day revenue, with their com-
bined turnover plummeting by 
€300 million ($358 million) in 
2019-20 compared to the previ-
ous season.

“and this is just the begin-
ning,” warned christian Seifert, 
the ceo of the German Football 
League (DFL), on Tuesday.

With no end to the current 
lockdown in sight, Germany’s 
top clubs are forecast to lose a 
billion euros this season com-
pared to figures from before 
the crisis.

“it’s no longer the same job 
as it was before the pandemic,” 
said Werder coach Florian 
Kohfeldt. 

“i can’t get used to it, and i 
don’t want to get used to it,” he 
said of games without fans, 
which are dubbed Geisterspiele 
– ghost games – in German.

“What makes you so enjoy 
doing your job is totally miss-
ing – the emotions in the sta-
dium. it’s like going to work in 
a normal job without these 
extraordinary moments.”

rising stars who made their 
Bundesliga debuts in the past 
12 months, like Dortmund 
striker Youssoufa moukoko, 16, 
and Schalke forward matthew 
hoppe, 19, have never experi-
enced the atmosphere of play-
ing in a packed stadium.

“our sport has become colder. 
more objective,” said Union Ber-
lin goalkeeper andreas Luthe.

however, German football 
enjoys the privileged position of 
being able to continue when the 
lockdown has forced many 
businesses to close.

“You couldn’t imagine what 
this pandemic would do to 
many people and companies,” 
augsburg coach heiko herrlich 
told magazine Kicker.

“We are in a privileged posi-
tion in football because we are 
allowed to practice our profes-
sion. many others cannot do 
that.”

champions Bayern munich 
have not played in front of fans 
at the allianz arena since 
march 8 last year.

The lack of noise from sup-
porters means every word can 
be heard on the pitch – and 
from the opposing bench.

“That’s not always nice,” says 
Bayern coach hansi Flick, who 
admits sometimes finding it “a 
very big challenge” not to react 
to heckling from the opposi-
tion’s bench.

There has also been an impact 
on the pitch.

Without home fans cheering 
their team on, the host club has 
won only a third of Bundesliga 
matches over the last year, 
according to a study by Kicker.

in the preceeding 12 months 
up to march last year, just 
under half of matches were 
won by the home team.

“our work has changed”, said 
Kohfeldt.

“Whether you play away or at 
home, it has neutralised itself 
to a certain extent.”

however, the lack of passion-
ate fans also seems to have 
calmed players’ tempers.

half as many red cards were 
dished out over the last year 
compared to the same period in 
the preceding 12 months. AFP

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi (centre) has a shot blocked by Paris Saint-Germain’s Marquinhos (right) during 
their Champions League last-16 second leg on March 10. AFP

The Allianz Arena sits empty during the German Bundesliga match 
between Bayern Munich and Werder Bremen on November 21. POOL/AFP

argentine rally demands 
‘justice’ for maradona 
amid probe into death
hUnDreDS of argentine 
football fans demonstrated on 
Wednesday in Buenos aires to 
demand justice for superstar 
player Diego maradona, who 
died on november 25 in cir-
cumstances that is under 
investigation.

“maradona has been left to 
die, and it is not fair. it is not 
fair that a person who gave us 
argentines so much ends up 
like that,” abel chorolque, a 
44-year-old cab driver, said at 
the protest. 

maradona, who was 60, died 
of a heart attack just weeks 
after undergoing brain surgery 
on a blood clot.

investigators are looking 
into the health treatment he 
received prior to his death to 
determine whether or not to 
bring a case of wrongful death, 
a conviction for which would 
result in a prison sentence of 
up to 15 years.

The “10m” demonstration 
was organised on social media 
by different maradona fan 
groups under the slogan: “Jus-
tice for Diego – he did not die, 
he was killed.” 

Two of his adult daughters, 
Dalma and Gianinna, as well 
as the youngest of his five chil-
dren – Diego Fernando, 8 – 
were at the protest, though 

they had to leave as the atmos-
phere turned tense.

as darkness fell some in the 
crowd chanted death threats 
against matias morla, mara-
dona’s last lawyer, who would 
have appointed the medical 
team that treated him at the 
end of his life. 

maradona underwent sur-
gery on november 3, just four 
days after he celebrated his 
60th birthday at the club  
he coached, Gimnasia y  
esgrima.

however, he appeared in 
poor health then and had trou-
ble speaking.

maradona had battled 
cocaine and alcohol addic-
tions during his life. he was 
suffering from liver, kidney 
and cardiovascular disorders 
when he died.

a panel of experts, made up 
of 10 official specialists and 10 
more selected by the inter-
ested parties, is due to deliver 
its findings on his cause of 
death in two or three weeks.

maradona’s neurosurgeon 
Leopoldo Luque, psychiatrist 
agustina cosachov and psy-
chologist carlos Diaz are 
under investigation as well  
as two nurses, a nursing  
coordinator and a medical 
coordinator. AFP
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