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AGRICULTURE and Rural Develop-
ment Bank of Cambodia (ARDB) 
expects to receive an additional $30 
million from the government for spe-
cial-purpose loans to keep the King-
dom’s smaller businesses afloat amid 
the ongoing economic duress of Cov-
id-19, according to the state-owned 
bank’s director-general Kao Thach.

Thach told The Post on March 22 that 
ARDB recently submitted a request to 
the government for the additional 
funds after the bank earlier this year 
finished disbursing $50 million that 
was supplied by state coffers in 2020.

He noted that fruit and vegetable grow-
ers, livestock farmers and aquaculturists 
received the bulk of the $50 million and 
put in steadily-increasing numbers of 
loan applications to increase their culti-

vation and expand their businesses.
“We’ve asked for an additional $30 

million as there is growing demand. 
We’ll continue to encourage farmers 
who need more capital to contact 
ARDB for these loans,” Thach said.

Propping up the Kingdom’s farmers is 
ARDB’s contribution to undergirding the 
government’s drive to ramp up domestic 
agricultural production, ensure food 
security and boost export capacity, he said.

“We’re requesting additional loans 
from the government to continue pro-
viding low-interest loans to farmers in 
these sectors,” said Thach.

Lim Sokheng, owner of a fish farm in 
Phnom Penh’s northernmost Prek Pnov 
district, said the relatively low interest 
rates had piqued his interest in apply-
ing for a special loan at ARDB.

Mom Kunthear

T
HE public vacci-
nation campaign 
utilising AstraZen-
eca’s Covid-19 vac-

cine will begin on March 
23 across the capital’s 14 
districts and continue for 
15 days with a goal of vac-
cinating more than 110,000 
people aged 60 and over.

The urgency of the cam-
paign – focused on vac-
cinating the elderly – was 
underscored by the death 
of a 75-year-old man due to 
Covid-19 on March 22.

Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong Sreng 
told The Post that the vac-
cination campaign for the 
elderly would begin at lo-
cations newly assigned by 

the municipal hall in the 
districts, along with seven 
referral hospitals. 

According to planning 
documents, vaccination 
with AstraZeneca’s jab – 
marketed as Covishield 
– will be administered on 
a voluntary basis. There 
will be two shifts – morn-
ing and afternoon – with at 
least 3,380 people expected 

to be inoculated in each of 
the 14 districts per day. 

“The number of elderly 
people we have listed in our 
records is 132,061 in the mu-
nicipal area. Some of them 
have already received vacci-
nation, leaving 119,310 peo-
ple that we need to vaccinate 
in this campaign,” Sreng said.

AstraZeneca vaccine 
drive in capital starts

Big asteroid 
safely zips 
past Earth

ARDB seeks $30M more for SME loans

THE largest asteroid to pass by 
Earth this year has made its closest 
approach, posing no threat of a 
cataclysmic collision but giving 
astronomers a rare chance to study 
a rock formed during the begin-
ning of our solar system.

The asteroid was two million 
kilometres away at its nearest, 
according to NASA – more than 
five times the distance between the 
Earth and the Moon but still close 
enough to be classified as a “poten-
tially hazardous asteroid”.

NASA tracks and catalogues such 
objects that could potentially slam 
into Earth and unleash enormous 
destruction, like the massive aster-
oid hit that wiped out 75 per cent 
of life on the planet 66 million 
years ago.

Asteroid 2001 FO32, discovered 20 
years ago, was too far to be that dan-
gerous even as it reached its nearest 
point to Earth at around 1400 GMT 
on March 21, according to the Paris 
Observatory. NASA said it was trav-
elling at about 124,000km/h.

“Oh yes, friends! Do you see this 
dot of light? This dot of light is the 
asteroid,” exclaimed astrophysicist 
Gianluca Masi of the Italy-based 
Virtual Telescope Project, which 
had trained its lenses on the rock 
on March 22 soon after its nearest 
approach.

“How happy I am, how proud I 
am, how I excited I am . . . to bring 
this to you live,” said Masi as he 
displayed a grainy image of a pale 
dot during a YouTube broadcast.

Astronomers were hoping to get 
a better understanding of the com-
position of the estimated 900m 
diameter rock as it zoomed by.

“When sunlight hits an asteroid’s 
surface, minerals in the rock 
absorb some wavelengths while 
reflecting others,” NASA said.

“By studying the spectrum of light 
reflecting off the surface, astrono-
mers can measure the chemical

take a shot
a woman takes pictures of the overflowing parramatta river in sydney on monday as the city braced for its worst flooding in decades after 
record rainfall caused its largest dam to overflow and as deluges prompted mandatory mass evacuation orders along australia’s east coast. AFP
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

KOh KONG provincial officials 
have ordered local developer 
Leang him to remove soil she 
used to illegally fill in a creek 
and mangrove forest in Peam 
Krasaop Wildlife Sanctuary in 
mondul Seima district.  Local 
authorities said the instruc-
tions were followed after Leang 
received an administrative 
penalty letter from officials.

Tuol Koki commune chief 
Kim Sophem told The Post on 
march 22 that on march 19, the 
administration had issued a 
letter requiring Leang to com-
plete the task within a week 
from receiving the notice. She 
was also required to replant 
mangrove trees to restore 3, 
302m2 of land which she had 
filled with the soil.

“For now, Leang him has 
allowed her working group to 
remove soil by using machin-
ery and three dump trucks,” 
the letter said.

Sophem added that Leang 
had bought 12ha of land from 
villagers. But because she 
hadn’t placed poles clearly 
demarcating the boundaries, 
she had allowed the working 
group to fill in the creek and 
the forest with soil.

however, a resident said that 
Leang’s punishment was insuf-
ficient as other offenders that 
had secretly filled the creek 
with soil, cleared the forest, 
interfered with wildlife biodi-
versity, and taken state land for 
private ownership had received 
harsher penalties.

Pich Kheav, 56, of the village 
told The Post that in the past, 
the police had arrested some 
poor people and built case 
files for referral to the court. 
They had been jailed for log-
ging the mangrove trees and 
burning them for coal to sell.

“I understand that police 
should build a case against 
Leang and refer it to the court, so 
she can be punished,” he said.

Leang could not be reached 
for comment on march 22. 

Provincial administrative 
spokesman Sok Sothy told 
The Post that Leang had told 
district authorities that she 
had no intention of taking 
land. She had agreed to 
remove the soil and replant 
the mangrove trees as 
instructed by officials.

“For now, she has started to 
remove the soil. The next step 
will be to replant the trees,” 
he said.

Sok added that it is the role 
of a prosecutor to take other 
legal measures to research the 
case and execute legal proce-
dures. “But I don’t know how 
the prosecutor will move for-
ward on this case.”

Provincial department of 
environment director hun 
marady told The Post on march 
22 that his working group 
would inspect the area and 
provide instructions for Leang 
on how to proceed.

“after the trees are replanted, 
she is obliged to take care of 
them until they mature. She 
will then be free of any further 
obligations,” he said.

Group set to explain covid law 
Lay Samean 

T
hE ministry of Jus-
tice has formed a 
Telegram messaging 
group hosted by 10 

legal experts who will respond 
to questions and explain 
matters to citizens who have 
questions about the law to 
prevent the spread of covid-
19, especially regarding the 
obligations and penalties re-
lated to wearing masks. 

Over 10,000 citizens have 
joined the group within the 
first three days of its launch.

Justice ministry spokesper-
son Kim Santepheap said the 
purpose behind forming the 
Telegram group “Explanation 
of the Law on covid-19” was 
to explain and interpret legal 
aspects of the law in addition 
to informing citizens about 
other measures that the min-
istry may implement. 

“So, if people are curious 
about law enforcement on 
covid-19 and what the stan-
dard penalties and obliga-
tions are or what is banned, 
please ask immediately in 
this group [sponsored by] the 
justice ministry. We have [ex-
perts] immediately respond-
ing to questions related to the 
legal aspects of covid-19 in 
cambodia,” he said.

he added that citizens who 
joined the group were mostly 
curious about legal issues re-
lated to wearing masks and 
social distancing measures.  

The justice ministry has 
generally responded to them 
that they have to wait for 

the ministry of health to an-
nounce detailed instructions 
related to these topics and 
once they did then they could 
impose monetary fines and 
punishments in accordance 
with their guidelines. 

Santepheap said that he 
headed a technical working 
group that held a meeting 
on march 21 to have discuss 
these matters with health 
ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine and other relevant 
officials and that they re-
viewed a draft announcement 
from the health ministry that 
mandates mask wearing and 
social distancing. 

“after the sub-decree, the 
health ministry must man-
date where people must wear 

masks and socially distance 
and on march 21 we exam-
ined the draft agreed upon 
by both working groups. The 
groups discussed the draft 
and then approved it to be 
sent to his Excellency minis-
ter of health, mam Bun heng 
for his review and approval.

“I cannot yet inform citi-
zens of a specific date when 
we will dictate these obliga-
tions to the public because 
we must wait for a formal 
decision by the [health minis-
ter],” he said.

Santepheap confirmed that 
the upcoming announce-
ment, when finally approved 
and issued, will definitively 
answer the questions sur-
rounding when and where 

people are obliged to wear 
masks and socially distance. 

The announcement would 
also identify exceptions to 
these rules, for example, what 
kind of individuals might be 
allowed to forego wearing a 
mask or which sites are ex-
ceptions. 

Santepheap explained that 
individuals who don’t wear 
masks and socially distance 
would not be fined or pun-
ished immediately – they get a 
warning and instructions, first. 

“We have two measures for 
those who are obliged to wear 
masks and socially distance.  
First, we give them a warning 
and instructions. Second, we 
fine them if they won’t com-
ply,” he said.

Landlords waive rent amid covid
Mom Kunthear

SEEING the hardships of earning a living 
due to the spread of covid-19, especially 
since the February 20 community trans-
mission, some property owners have 
decided to waive or discount monthly 
rents. Some owners have offered up to 40 
to 50 per cent discounts.

chhoeun Bunchhorn, owner of a rental 
business in Svay rolum commune, 
Takhmao city, Kandal province’s Takhmao 
town, told The Post on march 22 that he had 
decided not to charge rent for rooms for all 
tenants from march until may.

“I have 69 rooms and most of my tenants 
are factory workers. Today, I decided not to 
take rent for three months, but they have to 
pay utility fees. Some tenants thanked me 
with excitement mixed with tears,” he said.

Bunchhorn added that not all business-
es across the country are facing difficul-
ties. Some people understand that fac-
tories have not yet closed, so workers are 
not yet facing challenges. But he thinks 
differently. In his area some factories 
have no additional overtime as well as 
no products to manufacture.

Bunchhorn appealed to all house rental 
businesses: “People who have rooms for 
rent, please help each other if you can, 
because no foreigners will help us. Only 
Khmer help Khmer people.”

Yem Sothany, who has 10 rooms for rent 
in Sen Sok district’s Teuk Thla commune 
in Phnom Penh, has also decided to 
reduce his room’s rent by 40 per cent for 
two months from april to may.

“I can offer 40 per cent discount 
because my highest room rent is only 
$55 per month. This discount is to help 
stabilise the economy and assist people 
who rent my rooms during this out-
break,” he told The Post. 

another landlord posted on his social 
media account that he has offered a dis-
count of up to 50 per cent without limiting 
the duration of the discount.

“as the owner of 20 rooms, I would like to 
contribute in helping people affected by the 
coronavirus, and who are having difficul-
ties in making an income, I would like to 
reduce the rent by 50 per cent until the 
country is getting better,” he wrote.

Srey Ya, a garment factory worker who has 
been renting a room in Phnom Penh since 
2012, said she didn’t know if the landlord 
would give her a discount, but last year the 
landlord gave a discount of up to 50 per cent 
which was from $25 to $50 per month.

She had requested her landlord to reduce 

the rent this year, because now workers are 
losing a lot of income and facing a lot of 
problems due to covid-19.

regarding the discounts, president of 
the national trade union confederation 
Fa Saly praised landlords and called on all 
those who rent rooms to be kind to work-
ers as well as those who are facing difficul-
ties during this period.

“I would also like to ask all property 
owners in our country who have a house 
to rent to understand to help each other 
equally as cambodians,” he said.

Fa added that the ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training should also be involved 
in asking landlords to offer discounts or 
waive rents for workers.

Koh Kong demands
sanctuary creek fix

The Telegram messaging group is hosted by 10 legal experts who will respond to questions and explain matters 
to citizens who have questions about the law to prevent the spread of Covid-19. justice Ministry

Two women and a boy sit outside a rental room   in Phsar Doeum Thkov commune of Phnom 
Penh’s  Chamkarmon district on Monday. HenG cHiVOAn

Continued from page 1

The municipal hall has re-
ceived 55,000 doses for vac-
cinating the elderly follow-
ing the ministry of health’s 
plans for the campaign. The 
ministry has already made 
preparations for vaccinating 
more people once cambodia 
receives additional jabs.

On march 22, the min-
istry recorded the fourth 
death from covid-19 after a 
75-year-old man died while 
undergoing treatment at the 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
hospital in Phnom Penh, just 
hours after it reported 71 new 
cases linked to the February 
20 community outbreak. 

The man  – identified as a 
retired physician and former 
head of the National Olym-
pic committee of cambodia’s 
sports medicine and science 
committee residing in Kakab 
commune of the capital’s 
Por Sen chey district – was 
admitted to the hospital on 
the morning of march 21 
and later tested positive for 
covid-19.

“he suffered from severe 
fatigue and breathing diffi-
culties, which turned critical 
three or four days before be-
ing hospitalised,” the min-
istry said in a press release, 
noting that the man had had 
pre-existing medical condi-

tions including high blood 
pressure.

Doctors scanned his lungs 
and found that he had severe 
pneumonia in both of them 
and concluded they were on 
the verge of organ failure. The 
medical team tried to save his 
life by putting him on a venti-
lator but to no avail.

ministry spokeswoman 
Or Vandine said: “This hap-
pened to a professional doc-
tor who had medical exper-
tise, though he was retired. 
This shows that covid-19 is a 
dangerous disease.”

Vandine reiterated the call 
for the public to follow health 
measures to protect them-
selves from the virus.

“This covid-19 variant is a 
new [mutation] of the virus 
that is potentially more ag-
gressive and doctors’ rescue 
efforts have not always been 
successful. Therefore, it is 
important that everyone par-
ticipates in the campaign to 
stop the spread of covid-19,” 
she said.

Vandine noted that there 
were currently many other 
patients hospitalised in se-
rious condition whom the 
medical teams are trying to 
save.

as of march 22, cambodia 
had recorded a total of 1,753 
covid-19 cases, with 781 re-
maining hospitalised. 

many covid patients 
in ‘serious’ condition 
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report reveals snags for women, 
youth on path to leadership roles
Niem Chheng

T
raNSParENcY International 
(TI) cambodia on march 19 
released a survey report on the 
challenges of women and youth 

in leadership roles in cambodia. The 
report recommended the government, 
NGOs, relevant ministries and institu-
tions to promote women and youth in 
decision-making positions.

The survey was conducted from June 
2019 to January 2020 with a total of 569 
respondents in the form of in-depth in-
terviews, focus group discussions, and 
desk reviews. The respondents were of-
ficers from national level and sub-na-
tional state authorities in five provinces. 
In addition, 16 monks and 10 LGBTIQ 
people were also interviewed. 

The report said women still bear family 
burdens such as taking care of children. 
They are not motivated by parents or 
teachers to be leaders. In public institu-
tions, they face the dominance of men, 
lack of trust of their abilities due to being 
young and less experienced.

They also have to endure social norms 
such as ‘chbab Srey’, which literally 
means ‘law for women’, and the opinion 
that women are physically weak.

The report also said youth have not 
been motivated by parents to get in-
volved in politics. They are not motivated 
to step in to decision-making positions 
because of the belief that their compe-
tence is low, while they are also denied 
the opportunity of leadership roles. 

 migration for work, restrictions on free-
dom of expression, nepotism, and lack of 
soft skills in adapting to work are also chal-
lenges youth are facing, the report said.

The report recommended that gov-
ernment, educational institution and 
schools, and NGOs to promote women 
participation, particularly in decision-
making positions, the change of stereo-
types on women, and other challenges 
the survey found.

The government should also promote 
youth to be leaders by providing them 

leadership training courses and the 
opportunity to enter the government 
structure. NGOs should continue their 
support on training women and youth 
according to their needs.

TI cambodia executive director Pech 
Pisey said the number of women and 
youth in decision-making positions has 
increased, but only gradually. 

“The most common challenge is the 
social atmosphere; our society still sees 
women and youth as unable to be lead-
ers,” he said, adding that the low number 
of women in decision-making happens in 
state institutions, NGOs and the media.

US ambassador to cambodia Patrick 
murphy, one of the speakers at the launch-
ing event said countries with women as 
president or prime minster are usually more 
peaceful, inclusive and conflict is reduced.

“When youth can participate, we can 
see the introduction of creative and in-
novative ideas. Often what I see with 
youth here in cambodia who want to be 
leaders is they don’t think about prepar-
ing for future roles as leaders. consider 
yourselves leaders now,” he said.

ros Soveacha, spokesperson for the 
ministry of Education, Youth and Sport 
said his ministry has been working to 
improve gender equality among educa-
tion officials at all levels.

“The ministry has also increased women 
and youth participation in leadership roles 
both at national and sub-national levels 
and at schools. Their participation is en-
couraged, especially in Science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEm).

cheng chinneth, Director of Gender 
Equality at the ministry of Women’s affairs 
said her ministry is committed to promote 
women for leadership positions through 
the Neary rattanak IV strategy. Women in 
leadership positions are also included in 
the national policy on gender.

Since 2009, her ministry has pushed 
other ministries and institutions to re-
cruit between 20 to 50 per cent of wom-
en in their recruitment plan.

“Until now, we see the number of 
women in the public sector, politics, 
and decision-making positions has in-
creased. Up to 41 per cent of civil ser-
vants are now women,” she said.

Long Kimmarita

ThE ministry of Interior’s 
Information Technology De-
partment (ITD) has informed 
the public about how to de-
fend itself by using the hiya: 
Spam Phone call Blocker 
app, with the capacity to au-
tomatically block numbers 
suspected of scams. 

These scam numbers can 
sometimes cost people large 
amounts of money in mobile 
credit if they return phone 
calls to them.

The announcement warns 
cambodians that repeated 
spam calls from international 
numbers were being made 
to cambodians as part of a 
call-back scam that induces 
people to call an Interna-
tional Premium rate Number 
(IPrN), costing them money.

The ITD told the public that 
in order to defend themselves 
from the calls, they had to 
block the numbers of these 
spam callers, but the offend-
ers had then just tried again 
using new numbers to dis-
guise themselves. 

ITD’s working group de-
termined that in order to de-
fend against this fraudulent 
activity people should install 
an app with the ability to de-
termine which numbers are 
spam phone numbers and 
block them automatically. 

“hiya: Spam Phone call 
Blocker is gaining in popular-
ity because this app accesses 
a database with 287 million 
suspected spam phone num-
bers already in it. 

“The app can help the user 
by blocking these phone 
numbers. It can be installed 
on mobile phones with iOS 
and android by searching 
in the official app stores for 
hiya,” the ITD announced.

The ITD added that the 
call-back or one-ring scam is 
a technique to steal money 
from the mobile phone ac-
counts of victims with the use 
of a service called IPrN. 

Organised networks of 
criminals have purchased 
IPrN services from phone 

companies to get access to 
IPrN numbers. 

They then make automated 
phone calls to phone users 
around the world. These call-
ers are usually programmed 
to ring once and then hang up 
so that the users will call them 
back, which cost a great deal 
of money relative to a normal 
long-distance call due to their 
having an IPrN number. 

The National Police’s anti-
cybercrime department di-
rector chea Pov told The Post 
on march 22 that the depart-
ment had recently discov-
ered that a great deal of this 
fraudulent activity had been 
taking place.  

he said that according to 
their preliminary research 
it was definitely a call-back 
scam. Victims had to use their 
own phone numbers to re-
turn phone calls to some for-
eign countries which resulted 
in unusually high charges to 
their accounts.

The anti-cybercrime de-
partment instructed all citi-
zens not to make phone calls 
to numbers abroad that they 

didn’t recognise. 
They also warned that if 

they receive messages about 
winning awards, purchases 
or sales at a discount below 
market value, please don’t 
reply because these are just 
other versions of the same 
scam being committed by or-
ganised criminals.

Besides this long-distance 
phone call scam, recently the 
anti-cybercrime department’s 
working group has received 
information regarding scams 
committed by people in cam-
bodia that take a similar form.  

The scammers had mes-
saged victims telling them 
that the victim had won a 
cash prize from a local bank 
and they have instructed the 
victim to top up 10 dollars 
to another phone account in 
order to collect it. They then 
provide them with a phone 
number to call – supposedly 
that of a bank executive – to 
discuss their prize afterwards, 
the ITD said.

Install hiya app to 
block spam calls, 
ministry suggests

$8m to civil servants, military for holidays

The app can help the user by 
blocking these phone numbers 
and can be installed on mobile 
phones with iOS and Android

Voun Dara

ThE government has included 
the equivalent of $8 million in 
its budget for Khmer New Year 
and Pchum Ben holiday bonus-
es for 500,000 civil servants and 
members of the armed forces. 

according to a sub-decree 
signed by Prime minister hun 
Sen on march 19, each will 
be provided with a bonus of 
100,000 riel between holidays 
in april and October. 

The families included those 
of the members of the execu-
tive, legislative and court bod-
ies; officials of the National 
police, prison officials of the 
ministry of Interior; combat-
ants of the royal cambodian 
armed Forces (rcaF); officials 
of the National audit author-
ity; officials of the National 
Election committee (NEc); 
and officials of the cabinet as 
prescribed in the sub-decree 
No 11 dated January 31, 2017.

“The national ministries 
and institutions and the sub-
national institutions have to 
propose the number of of-
ficials entitled to bonuses to 
the ministry of Economy and 
Finance as quickly as pos-
sible so that the finance min-
istry can ensure on-time pay-

ments,” hun Sen said. 
The sub-decree added that 

the finance ministry and rel-
evant ministries and institu-
tions had to cooperate to pre-
pare advance payments for 
the bonuses by april 10, 2021 
for Khmer New Year. 

hun Sen stated that a civil 
servant will be provided with a 
bonus of 50,000 riel for Khmer 
New Year and another 50,000 
riel during Pchum Ben. 

Families of deceased vet-
erans will also be provided 
those same amounts. The 
bonuses will be provided to 
one person or to one family, 
but only once between them 
if a family is eligible for more 

than one reason such as hav-
ing a living member who is a 
civil servant and a deceased 
member who was a veteran 
or a husband and wife both 
working as civil servants. 

The sub-decree said that 
the bonuses will be provided 
through their bank accounts. 
ministries, institutions and 
units which have yet to open 
bank accounts for the sala-
ries of civil servants, staff and 
other agents have to manage 
payment of the bonuses some 
other way but they will be ex-
pected to do so on time.  

ministry of civil Service 
spokesman Youk Bunna said 
that although cambodia is 

now combating covid-19, ev-
ery year during the national 
holidays the government fig-
ures out the bonuses for civil 
servants and members of the 
armed force and would con-
tinue to do so this year. 

“We plan to spend a budget 
of $8,000,000 this year to be 
offered to civil servants and 
families of deceased veterans. 
In total, this year, there are 
500,000 civil servants who will 
receive bonuses,” he said.

Transparency International 
cambodia executive director 
Pech Pisey observed that the 
government has offered the 
bonuses to civil servants over 
the last few years in part to 
compensate for low salaries. 

“I think that if our national 
budget doesn’t have any prob-
lems, then the provision of 
these bonus payments to civil 
servants is good because our 
civil servants are often paid very 
little for their regular salaries. So 
it’s good that they are paid bo-
nuses for the holidays,” he said.

Pisey noted that today’s pay-
ments to civil servants no lon-
ger had the problems or irreg-
ularities they once did in years 
past, because the payments 
are now all made automatical-
ly through bank deposits.

Transparency International (TI) Cambodia hosts a youth and women leadership meeting via 
video link on Friday. TI CAMBODIA

Prime Minister Hun Sen at the Peace Palace earlier this month. SPM

The interior ministry issued a public-service announcement warning 
about scam phone calls earlier this month. INTERIOR MINISTRY
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Lay Samean

a PaILIN provincial health depart-
ment official has been dismissed after 
posting a message on Facebook re-
garding issues at covid-19 quarantine 
centres which allegedly incited dis-
content and disrupted internal unity.

The decision was made by provin-
cial governor Ban Sreymom dated 
march 19.

“I announce the dismissal of Khem 
monykosal, an official at the disease 
control and prevention office, from 
the health department due to pro-
fessional misconduct,” she said.

monykosal had posted a number 
of messages and pictures related to 
a Pailin quarantine centre prior to 
the dismissal. 

his latest Facebook post said a 
female medical staff member at 
the provincial referral hospital had 
food packages thrown in her face 
by people who were in quarantine 
there and that the standby medical 
staff was doing a “hundred differ-
ent jobs” at the centre while officials 
from other department sat around. 

“Distribution of food should not be 
the responsibility of the medical staff 
alone. Officials from relevant depart-
ments should contribute and not just 
go there and sit around posting pho-
tos of themselves at the centre just to 
show off on Facebook,” he said.

Following public criticism of monyko-
sal’s termination, a provincial admin-
istration spokesperson issued a state-
ment on march 20 saying monykosal 
never showed up for work and fre-
quently tried to disrupt the internal 
unity within the health department.

The statement claimed that 

monykosal was an official at the 
health department in name only as 
he never came to work.

“Intent on creating chaos, on march 
7 monykosal asked to join the front-
line medical staff at the quarantine 
centre whereupon he took that as an 
opportunity to post fake news on so-
cial media to cause social unrest and 
insecurity, damaging the reputation 
of the provincial administration of-
ficials and the real front-line health 
workers who are tirelessly perform-
ing their duties,” the statement read.

after being terminated from his 
position, monykosal posted another 
message on Facebook saying he had 
never received a verbal or written 
warning in the past.

“If I wasn’t really a part of the 
emergency response team that col-
lects covid-19 testing samples, how 
would I have been able to enter the 
quarantine centre?”

monykosal told The Post on march 
21 he regretted the governor’s deci-
sion as he had really been working 
to help stop the spread of covid-19.  

“I have been on the job since the 
covid-19 outbreak.  Please go and 
see my activities I’ve posted since 
then,” he said.

monykosal’s Facebook page has 
messages and pictures related to his 
work for the health department in 
the fight against covid-19 beginning 
on march 26 last year. 

according to a letter from the pro-
vincial administration, monykosal 
was a former deputy director of the 
provincial referral hospital but was 
then transferred to the disease con-
trol and prevention office in 2018 for 
alleged misconduct at work.

health official in Pailin 
sacked for ‘misconduct’ cPU’s 9-year work lauded  

Long Kimmarita

O
VEr the last nine years, 
the NGO child Protection 
Unit (cPU) has worked 
with police in investigat-

ing 200 cases of child homicide.
In a recent Facebook post, cPU said 

the 200 cases was a number filled with 
sadness and mixed emotions. march 
15, it said, marked 200 homicides and 
suspicious deaths of children that 
cPU has been called to investigate. 

rather than breaking down the 
number in the Facebook post, cPU 
executive director James mccabe 
paid tribute to the cPU’s small dedi-
cated team that has been on stand-
by around the clock for the last nine 
years to investigate those cases.

mccabe said: “In 2013, we started 
with three people as the first dedi-
cated child homicide investigation 
team in the country. That team has 
now grown to a group of 10 highly 
skilled, committed, dedicated and 
professional people including fo-
rensic experts, investigators and 
family welfare officers dedicated 
to the investigation of child homi-
cides and the welfare of surviving 
family members. 

“It is my privilege and honour to 
command such a loyal and commit-
ted crew.

“Every child homicide is remem-
bered and never forgotten but some 
would leave a permanent scar on 
your heart. That is the nature of the 
work we do, and none of us are un-
scathed. We can recall vividly the 
cases that have affected us the most.

“It’s a sad reality you need to have 
that emotion that loathing of an of-
fender that drives you to seek justice 

because that is what keeps you going 
ensuring that any person who harms 
a child is held to account,” he said.

In 2019, the ministry of Interior 
signed a memorandum of under-
standing with five civil society or-
ganisations working against human 
trafficking with a particular focus on 
child protection including cPU.  

chou Bun Eng, ministry secretary 
of state and permanent vice-chair of 
the National committee for counter 
Trafficking, said on march 18 that 
currently offenses that occurred in 
cambodia hand worsened, espe-
cially those against children. 

She said this was a brutal picture 
because most offenders had suffered 
memory loss related to drug problems. 

“currently, the problems related 
to this crime have happened a lot, 
but the crime is not unique to cam-

bodia. There are some cambodians 
that experience emotional problems 
and have learned about this crime 
on social media. 

“But if we don’t make an extra ef-
fort, we will encounter a more seri-
ous problem. So we make the effort 
to solve and stop it,” she said. 

Bun Eng continued that authori-
ties, in cooperation with partner 
organisations, would continue to 
crack down and stop the crime as 
well as educate people and make 
sure that offenders are brought to 
justice in accordance with the law.

“We are satisfied cooperating with 
cPU because this group, as with all 
partner organisations, have worked 
well with our police forces, especial-
ly the cases cPU has joined to inves-
tigate – we have solved 90 per cent 
of child homicides,” she said.

CPU officers at a crime scene in Kampong Speu province on March 14. cpu
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Kim Sarom

aFTEr the discovery of about 
100 large, centuries-old trees 
in Keo Seima wildlife sanctu-
ary in mondulkiri province, 
ministry of Environment offi-
cials and rangers have set up 
protection and conservation 
measures to protect.

Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctu-
ary head Prum Vibol ratanak 
told The Post on march 22 

that in the sanctuary there 
were many big trees aged 
hundreds of years. They were 
being protected by rangers 
and his team. Those trees in-
cluded Trach, cheu Teal, Koki 
and Spong. Wildlife was also 
looked after in the conserva-
tion area.

The discovery of the trees 
began in 2000 with more trees 
being discovered over the 
years. ratanak believed that 

there were many such trees in 
the area.

“We patrol the area every 
day. The trees are in the old 
forest, and that area is not a 
public area but a conserva-
tion area. The law states that 
people who do not have per-
mission are not allowed to 
enter,” he said.

according to ratanak, one 
of the trees that was posted 
on Facebook was a Spong tree. 

he could not estimate for sure 
how old it was, but it was over 
a hundred years old. Its height 
was probably not less than 
40 meters, but its diameter 
couldn’t be estimated.

he said that currently, large-
scale timber transportation 
offences were non-existent, 
but there could be some small 
crimes that citizens carried 
out on motorcycles, but offi-
cials try to prevent and always 
cracked down on offenders. 
most crimes were commit-
ted by indigenous people, 
because they lived near the 
forest. his team has done a lot 
to prevent crimes by working 
with the community.

“There are some crimes, 
but we try to prevent them as 
much as possible,” he said.

Environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
could not be reached for 
comment.

Keo Socheat, director of 
Sansom mlup Prey, said his 
organisation has collaborated 
on environmental work with 
the ministry, especially in 
mondulkiri and ratanakkiri 
provinces.

he said that some of the 
trees have been illegally cut 
down and used. Therefore, 
the number of remaining 
trees was not a lot.

centuries-old trees to be preserved

Officials probe death of wild 
birds at Prey Veng sanctuary
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

E
XPErTS from the Prey 
Veng provincial De-
partment of Environ-
ment are searching 

for and collecting dead wild 
birds in the Tuol Porn Taley 
Boeung Sne conservation 
area to determine the cause 
of death after villagers and lo-
cal authorities reported that 
hundreds of birds had died 
for no apparent reason.

Touch Var ratha, director of 
the environment department, 
told The Post on monday that 
according to reports from res-
idents and local authorities, 
the case of dead birds in the 
conservation area has been 
ongoing for nearly a week. 
Some were found dead in 
the forest near the waterfront 
while others in fields adjacent 
to the protected area.

“Based on a fact-finding visit 
to the area on monday morn-
ing, our team initially conclud-
ed that the deaths could have 
been caused by the weather 
being too hot, old age or may-
be by pollution,” Touch said.

“We have now collected 
dead birds and water sam-
ples from rice paddies where 
the villagers claim the birds 
drank to test and find out 
more facts,” he added.

he also called on people liv-
ing near the area not to touch 
the dead birds, which could 
be dangerous if they have died 
from disease or poisoning.

he said that while collect-
ing dead birds in the area on 
monday morning, his team, 
with participation from com-

munities and local authori-
ties, found 85 carcasses, most 
of them were asian Openbill 
(anastomus oscitans).

chief of the area’s conser-
vation community Puth Bo 
told The Post on monday that 
since march 17, farmers in his 
community have collected 
more than 200 dead animals 
to be destroyed.

“On the first day, our com-
munity found them dead in 
streams, rice paddies, lakes 
and forests, but not in large 
numbers. But in the last two 
days, we have found them in-
creasing numbers which is a 
concern,” he said.

according to Puth, farm-
ers in his community do not 
use pesticides on their fields 
or plantations, although the 
fields are rich in Siem snails 
that could destroy our rice 
crops. They believe that the 
birds protect their rice crops. 
But the farmers in other vil-
lages use pesticides to destroy 
the snails.

meanwhile, Kang Thoeun, 
52, a farmer in Tuol Taley 
village, Ba Phnom district’s 
Theay commune, expressed 
concern about animal-to-
human transmission.

“If the birds died from pesti-
cides, chemicals or the weath-

er, it will not cause harm to 
humans, but if they have con-
tracted a new strain of bird flu 
from one area and flown to die 
in this area, they will transmit 
the virus to humans,” he said.

according to Thoeun, the 
wild birds in the area have be-
come accustomed to people. 
It is not surprising because 
the villagers in the area did 
not harm them and the birds 
did not destroy crops. In ad-
dition to cultivating rice and 
cash crops, farmers in the area 
earn extra income by taking 
visitors to see wild birds in the 
conservation area, especially 
during the rainy season.

Hundreds of birds died at Boeung Sne protected area in Prey Veng. InformatIon mInIstry

The centuries-old trees included Trach, Cheu Teal, Koki and Spong. mondulkIrI EnvIronmEnt dEpartmEnt

Voun Dara

PrEah Sihanouk provincial 
governor Kouch chamroeun 
instructed the district gover-
nors to stop collecting taxes 
from all vendors selling goods 
from baskets – as opposed to 
fixed market stalls or shops – 
in marketplaces in the prov-
ince in order to improve their 
living standards and reduce 
poverty in the province.

The order came following 
an incident in which a secu-
rity guard at the Preah Siha-
nouk business centre tried to 
overcharge a vendor for taxes 
and then destroyed goods be-
longing to her on march 20.

“The Preah Sihanouk pro-
vincial administration re-
quest that the [town and dis-
trict governors] instruct the 
market directors and market 
managers in their jurisdic-
tions to stop collecting taxes 
and other service charges 
from people selling goods 
from baskets and to find suit-
able places for them [to sell 
their wares],” he said.

chamroeun also stated that 
the markets must strengthen 
revenues by collecting full taxes 
and rental fees on stalls, booths 
and shops at the regular prices 
and to instruct the market 
chiefs to use one tariff price for 
all sellers in their markets.

Preah Sihanouk provin-
cial hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum confirmed on 
march 22 that after receiving 

information about a Preah Si-
hanouk business centre inci-
dent the provincial governor 
chaired an emergency meet-
ing with various concerned 
parties. 

he added that at the meeting 
they had decided to stop col-
lecting taxes on all people sell-
ing products in baskets – who 
are generally less prosperous 
than those who sell from fixed 
market stalls or shops – and 
he advised the director of the 
business centre to fire the 
security guard in question, 
which he agreed to do.

according to Phearum, 
the manager of the Preah Si-
hanouk business centre al-
lowed the security guard and 
vendor to reconcile the issue 
between them without any 
further legal complaint. 

“however, the governor de-
cided to impose administra-
tive penalties and instructed 
the director of the business 
centre to terminate the man 
from his position as tax col-
lector and security guard,” he 
added.

Preah Sihanouk provin-
cial coordinator for rights 
group adhoc cheap Sot-
heary applauded the ac-
tions taken by the provin-
cial governor.

“But the authorities need 
to disseminate information 
in the markets directly to 
the public about his orders 
to stop collecting these tax-
es,” she suggested.

‘No taxes’ on market
vendors in P Sihanouk
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,700 16,720 16,680

2 GTI 4,040 4,300 4,300 4,020

3 PAS 13,100 13,200 13,200 13,000

4 PEPC 3,100 3,280 3,280 3,000

5 PPAP 12,780 12,660 12,800 12,660

6 PPSP 1,950 1,830 1,950 1,810

7 PWSA 6,340 6,380 6,400 6,300

Date: March 22, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,069 1.2453 6.4997 109.09 4.1135 1.3451 30.73 0.7750 1.1925 1.3935

SmE gets in-principle nod for IPO
May Kunmakara

T
hE cambodia Securities 
Exchange (cSX) approved in 
principle the listing eligibility 
of a privately-owned small and 

medium-sized enterprise (SmE) on its 
Growth Board, cSX vice-chairman ha 
Jong-weon told The Post on march 22.

This could lead to the first ini-
tial public offering (IPO) on the 
cSX’s second platform, which was 
launched in late 2015 to lift some 
of the barriers for listing and cater 
more to companies with less access 
to capital or financial resources.

“currently, we have just given [in-] 
principle approval on [the] listing eligi-
bility review to one SmE and will [make 
the announcement in a] press release 
shortly,” ha said, declining to name the 
company or provide further details.

“I think it is too early to disclose when 
they are going [to] list and how much 
they are going to raise [from the IPO]. I 
think that this SmE will pave the way or 
will be a good model for other SmE[s] 
considering [raising] fund[s] for busi-
ness expansion[s] via IPO[s],” he added.

Securities and Exchange regula-
tor of cambodia (SErc) director-
general Sou Socheat confirmed to 
The Post that the company is going 
ahead with listing requirements, but 
also declined to comment further.

The cSX has struggled to attract 
a single SmE since the launch of its 
Growth Board. according to SErc 
regulations, companies are required 
to have a minimum of $500,000 in 
operating capital to list, compared 
to $7.5 million on the main Board.

companies that list on the plat-
form are also required to release 
one year of audited financial results, 
compared to the two years required 
for bigger companies.

additionally, the results must 
show a positive net profit or positive 
operating cash flow with gross profit 
margin of at least 10 per cent.

according to ha, SmEs that list soon 
will enjoy a number of tax breaks, in-
cluding a reduction in income tax, a 
suspension on monthly prepayment 

tax and the elimination of all tax debt.
he was listing some of the tax in-

centives to be provided over a three-
year period as outlined in a sub-de-
cree issued by Prime minister hun 
Sen on January 4, 2019.

ha added that other SmEs – in the 
construction, engineering and real es-
tate sectors – had set up IPO teams and 
were in the preparation process, most 
notably working with accounting firms 
that provide auditing services.

at present, there are 13 listed compa-

nies on the bourse – seven stock-listed 
and six corporate bond-listed. as of 
September 30, the 13 companies have 
raised a combined $253 million, the 
latest figures published by cSX show.

The stock index increased more 
than 57 per cent in 2019 compared 
to the previous year, only to recede 
14.93 per cent in 2020.

Last year, two companies listed 
stocks and three listed bonds. The 
five firms raised a combined $92 
million in January-September.

Saudi aramco 2020 profits slump on lower crude prices
ENErGY giant Saudi aramco on 
march 21 posted a 44.4 per cent slump 
in 2020 net profit due to lower crude 
prices, as the coronavirus pandemic 
weighed heavily on global demand.

aramco, Saudi arabia’s cash cow, 
has revealed consecutive falls in prof-
its since it began disclosing earnings 
in 2019. That has piled pressure on 
government finances as riyadh pur-
sues multi-billion dollar projects to 
diversify the oil-reliant economy.

“aramco achieved a net income of 
$49 billion in 2020,” the company said 
in a statement – down from $88.2 bil-
lion in 2019.

Saudi arabia, the world’s biggest 
crude exporter, was hammered last 
year by the double whammy of low 
prices and sharp cuts in production.

aramco cEO amin Nasser described 
it as “one of the most challenging years 
in recent history”.

The firm said “revenues were 
impacted by lower crude oil prices 
and volumes sold, and weakened 
refining and chemicals margins”.

But compared to many of its loss-
generating international peers, the 
company, which made its stock mar-
ket debut in 2019, played up its “strong 
financial resilience” despite the chal-
lenges.

crude prices have risen in recent 
weeks to over $60 per barrel.

But in the short term, analysts say 
the Saudi giant is bracing for possible 
further waves of coronavirus infec-
tions that could undermine a tentative 
global economic recovery.

as the global vaccination pro-
gramme gains momentum, however, 
aramco said it was seeing a pick-up 
in crude demand in energy-hungry 
asia and other parts of the world.

analysts say the company’s debt 

levels surged last year as it offered 
shareholders a bumper dividend even 
as its earnings plunged.

aramco said it stuck to its commit-
ment of paying shareholders divi-
dends worth $75 billion in 2020 – an 
amount that exceeds the declared 
profit and available cash flow.

Dividend payments from aramco 
help the Saudi government, the com-
pany’s biggest shareholder, manage 
its ballooning budget deficit.

Without addressing the company’s 
debt, aramco’s Nasser said belt-tight-
ening had kept the firm’s financial 
position “robust”, enabling it to pay 
out the dividends.

“as the enormous impact of covid-
19 was felt throughout the global 
economy, we intensified our strong 
emphasis on capital and operational 
efficiencies,” Nasser said.

aramco has also slashed hundreds 

of jobs as it seeks to reduce costs, 
Bloomberg News reported in June.

The statement said aramco “expects 
capital expenditure for 2021 to be 
around $35 billion, significantly lower 
than the previous guidance of $40-$45 
billion”.

The full-year results are in line with 
analysts’ expectations. But given ara-
mco’s sliding revenue, market research 
firm Bernstein said its capital expend-
iture targets for this year were higher 
than expected.

a drop in oil income is expected to 
hinder crown Prince mohammed bin 
Salman’s ambitious “Vision 2030” 
reform programme to overhaul the 
kingdom’s energy-reliant economy.

aramco was listed on the Saudi 
bourse in December 2019 following 
the world’s biggest initial public offer-
ing, generating $29.4 billion for 1.7 per 
cent of its shares.

In January, Prince mohammed said 
the kingdom would sell more aramco 
shares in the coming years.

The kingdom’s de facto ruler said 
future share offerings would be a key 
way to boost the Public Investment 
Fund, the kingdom’s sovereign wealth 
fund which is the main engine of its 
diversification efforts.

But analysts say further share offer-
ings could struggle to generate inves-
tor interest amid a downbeat energy 
market, as the coronavirus pandemic 
saps global demand.

There are also concerns over an 
uptick in drone and missile attacks on 
aramco’s facilities in the kingdom, 
claimed by Yemen’s huthi rebels.

a drone strike sparked a fire at a 
riyadh oil refinery on march 19, in the 
second major assault this month on 
Saudi energy installations claimed by 
the Iran-backed insurgents. AFP

The CSX could soon see a first listing on its Growth Board, which was launched in 2015 for companies with less access to capital or 
financial resources. HEAN RANGSEY

Continued from page 1

he said a positive reply from the 
government would provide access to 
loans for many more aquaculturists 
to ramp up production and cushion 
some of the economic fallout from 
the pandemic.

“This will breed a lot of opportuni-
ties for those who need capital to 
keep their businesses from going 
under,” he said.

arDB said in a recent statement 
that the loans aim to increase pro-
duction chains and maintain com-
petitiveness in the small- and medi-
um-sized enterprise sector amid 
covid-19 and the partial withdrawal 
of the EU’s Everything But arms 
(EBa) trade scheme.

On august 12, the European com-
mission officially withdrew 20 per 
cent of the EBa scheme from cambo-
dia. The suspension affects one-fifth 
or €1 billion ($1.19 billion) of the King-
dom’s annual exports to the bloc.

arDB currently offers loans rang-
ing between $10,000 and $300,000.

The government in may decided to 
cut the annual interest rates from six 
to five per cent for working capital and 
from 6.5 to 5.5 per cent for capital 
investment, without service charges.

It also adjusted the maximum loan 
term from five to seven years for 
capital investment while retaining a 
short-term maximum of two years for 
working capital.

‘Opportunity 
to keep from 
going under’



Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA Post (CP) has 
imposed more stringent time 
demands for its domestic 
Express Mail Service (EMS) 
across its branches to carve a 
larger slice of the local market 
and offset the Covid-19 pan-
demic’s toll on international 
postage services, the state-
owned enterprise said in a 
notice on March 19.

CP director-general Ork Bora 
said in the notice that EMS 
mail to and from Phnom Penh, 
as well as between adjacent 
provinces or those linked by 
national road must be deliv-
ered within 24 hours.

EMS mail between provinces 

that passes through Phnom 
Penh must be delivered within 
48 hours, or three days for the 
to-the-door registered mail 
service, for which recipients 
must sign, he said.

The notice ordered all CP 
branches to notify logistics 
centres when mail is headed 
their way so that they can pre-
pare the necessary vehicles 
from prompt delivery.

“All CP [logistics] centre 
directors and branch manag-
ers must implement this 
instruction in a highly effec-
tive and responsible manner,” 
the notice directed.

Online retailer Thong Srey-
leak noted that the majority of 
her customers prefer Virak 
Buntham Express Tour & Trav-

el, J&T Express Cambodia and 
Capitol Tours Cambodia for 
package delivery.

“Most ship their orders 
through these companies 
because their services are fast 
and they accept mail or pack-
ages to anywhere. I’ve noticed 
that a good number of them 
don’t seem to have caught on 
that CP offers delivery services 
to the provinces,” she said.

Bora told reporters in Janu-
ary that CP was liaising with 
private partners to improve its 
shipping services and promote 
the use of domestic delivery 
services.

He made the comment after 
revealing that the state-owned 
enterprise had logged $6.5 

million in revenue for 2020, 
which he noted was a 46 per 
cent drop from the $13 million 
posted in the previous year.

He ascribed the decrease to 
CP’s suspension of interna-
tional mail from March-July, 
which he said was reinstated 
on August 1.

The mail service provider 
handles 1.5 million packages 
each year and is 95 per cent 
dependent on international 
services, he said.

“To consolidate revenue, 
we’ll claim a slice of the local 
market and work hard to find 
postal service workers to col-
lect, sort and deliver our mail. 
And we’ll need to further 
enhance the logistics infra-
structure,” Bora said.
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Bovine use in farm work falls
Hin Pisei

T
HE increasing adop-
tion of machinery 
in Cambodia drove 
down the use of bo-

vines as draught power in the 
agricultural sector to below 
one per cent last year, a trend 
a senior official at the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries believes will extend 
into the foreseeable future.

Statistics from the ministry 
reveal that the use of bovines 
– cattle and water buffalo – in 
agricultural production has 
declined each year.

Bovine use in ploughing and 

other draught purposes de-
creased from 2.4 per cent in 
2018 to 1.16 per cent in 2019 
and dipped below the one-
per-cent mark in 2020.

According to the data, the 
Kingdom logged 650,000 head 
of bovine livestock used in 
draught power last year, or 9.6 
per cent lower than in 2019.

The total number of bovines 
nationwide tallied 3.27 million 
head last year – 2.85 million 
cattle and 420,000 water buf-
faloes – most of which were 
raised for meat.

Tan Phannara, director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General 
Directorate of Animal Health 

and Production, told The Post 
on March 22 that mechanised 
farming is increasingly prac-
ticed around the globe and is 
fuelled by economic growth.

“The use of bovines in agri-
culture in Cambodia is less than 
one per cent. Very few farming 
households still use them on 
their farmlands,” he said.

However, he noted that the 
number of bovines raised 
nationwide is climbing each 
year, but at a pace well short 
of pigs and chickens given 
how long it takes for the hulk-
ing animals to be ready for the 
slaughterhouse.

Ngorn Saing, CEO of rMA 

(Cambodia) Plc, the exclusive 
local distributor of John Deere 
tractors, said that while imports 
of the tractors remained flat last 
year due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the first quarter of 2021 
reflected a steady uptick.

Tractor use in agriculture 
will continue to rise, with even 
two-wheel tractors falling out 
of favour for their more time-
saving, state-of-the-art coun-
terparts, he said.

“Although the first quarter is 
not over, we know that imports 
of rMA Cambodia’s John Deere 
tractors will grow by about 30 
per cent compared to the first 
quarter of 2020,” Saing said.

The use of cattle and water buffaloes in ploughing and other draught purposes decreased from 2.4 per cent in 2018 to 1.16 per cent in 2019 and 
dipped below the one-per-cent mark in 2020. HENG CHIVOAN

Cambodia Posts sets 
stricter time demands

Meet to discuss price 
direction of palm oil
THE palm oil price outlook 
and its challenges in 2021-
2022 will take centre stage at 
the two-day virtual Palm and 
Lauric Oils Price Outlook Con-
ference and Exhibition (POC) 
2021 starting on March 23.

Conference organiser, Bursa 
Malaysia Derivatives Bhd has 
lined up three “regular” top 
industry experts, LMC Interna-
tional Ltd chairman Dr James 
Fry, Godrej International Ltd 
director Dorab Mistry and ISTA 
Mielke GmBH-Oil World exec-
utive director, Thomas Mielke 
to canvass their views.

A local plantation player told 
StarBiz that the conference 
would be most exciting this 
year, at a time when the cur-
rent price of crude palm oil 
(CPO) is trading above 4,000 
ringgit ($970) per tonne, which 
is over a decade-high level.

“It will be interesting to 
gauge the next price direction 
of palm oil, the global supply 
and demand and its challeng-
es amid the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, which has totally changed 
the way we do business.

“These regular experts at the 
annual POC event had had great 
following over the years and 
their price forecasts were spot 
on many times,” he added.

Other prominent speakers at 
the POC 2021 will be present-
ing in-depth market outlook 
related to the lauric oils, 
biodiesel and oleochemicals 
industries.

Topics of equal importance 
at the conference will include 
the palm oil market outlook by 
major producer Indonesia as 
well as major importers, China 
and Pakistan.

Plantation analysts opined 
that oil palm planters would 
likely continue to reap good 
profit margins should the CPO 
price stay above 3,000 ringgit 
per tonne, given that the cur-
rent cost of production among 
efficient planters is pegged at 
1,200 to 1,300 ringgit per 
tonne.

Meanwhile, Bursa Malaysia 
Derivatives chairman and 
Bursa Malaysia Bhd CEO 
Muhamad Umar Swift said in 
a statement: “Despite the 
uncertainties and challenges 
brought about by the pandem-
ic, we are pleased to see how 
technology has successfully 
broadened our reach.”

The first-ever virtual POC in 
2020 garnered strong support 
attracting close to 1,700 par-
ticipants from 55 countries. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIETNAM’S fast moving consumer goods 
(FMCG) sector is forecast to grow at 6.4 per 
cent this year in the country’s four major 
cities and 8.7 per cent in rural areas, 
according to global data and consulting 
company Kantar Worldpanel.

Growth in packaged foods is expected 
to fall from last year in Hanoi, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Danang, and Can Tho though 
the rate will still be around 10 per cent, 
while personal care products are set to 
grow in double digits.

In rural areas, personal care products 
potentially will continue to drive growth, 
while the beverages segment will recover.

Last year FMCG sales grew at 10.3 per 
cent and 10.2 per cent in cities and rural 
areas, mainly driven by higher volumes as 
prices remained steady.

Nelson Woo, regional commercial direc-
tor, Worldpanel Division Asia, Kantar, said 
with its population of more than 90 million 
Vietnam remains a prime market for both 
local and regional FMCG players.

He said: “A relatively young consumer 
base, growing per capita income and 
increasing sophistication of use in both 
mobile and tech puts Vietnam high on the 
attractiveness index for investors, brands 
and manufacturers.

“Vietnam also has a great geographic 
advantage bordering many Asian coun-
tries such as China and the emerging mar-
kets of Indo-China, giving it a massive 
advantage as not only a country with local 
consumption but also a hub to reach 
other markets.”

The country is now the sixth most popu-

lous in Asia behind China, India, Indone-
sia, Japan, and the Philippines and could 
easily rise to fifth, he said.

Coupled with improvements in the 
standard of living and growth in both 
organised trade and e-commerce, it is a 
market no brand or manufacturer would 
want to miss, he added.

Last year Vietnam’s economy grew at 2.9 per 
cent despite the Covid-19 pandemic, a testa-
ment to its resilience and strength to cope with 
challenges, which gives it a big competitive 
edge over other ASEAN countries.

Quality has been an increasingly impor-
tant concern among Vietnamese consum-
ers, especially with regard to foods. With 
the middle class expanding rapidly, the 
willingness to pay for higher quality prod-
ucts is also growing.

Consumers have higher expectations 
when it comes to production methods and 
quality, but also packaging and other fea-
tures of food products.

reliable information about origins and 
production processes is becoming increas-
ingly important. Now, before making pur-
chase decisions, they are spending more 
time searching for in-depth information 
about products from various sources, 
either people they know or social groups.

In the next few years consumers might 
be looking out for clearer visibility of when, 
where and how products were sourced, 
produced and delivered to them.

Brands should understand that to meet 
customers’ expectation.

Technology allows manufacturers to 
offer consumers complete transparency 
about all steps in the production process. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN’s FMCG market forecast to grow 6.4%

A customer shops for dairy products at a supermarket in Ho Chi Minh City. VIET NAM NEWS

I’ve noticed that a good number 
of them don’t seem to have 

caught on that cP offers delivery 
services to the provinces



THAILAND’S Eastern Economic Corridor 
Office (EECO) and Chinese tech giant 
Huawei signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) that aims to produce a 
digital workforce to meet the kingdom’s 
emerging needs and developing its posi-
tion as a digital regional hub.

The digital talent collaboration in con-
junction with Huawei Asean Academy 
(Thailand) EEC branch aims to groom 
30,000 digital workers within the next 
three years.

The MoU was signed by EECO secretary-
general Kanit Sangsubhan and Huawei Tech-
nologies (Thailand) CEO Abel Deng, and 
witnessed by Minister of Energy Supattana-
pong Punmeechaow and acting Chinese 
ambassador to Thailand Yang Xin.

Supattanapong said: “I am grateful to 
the EEC for cooperating with Huawei to 
contribute significantly to Thailand’s dig-
ital economy.”

“In addition to the MoU signing, I would 
also like to congratulate on the opening of 

the Huawei Asean Academy [Thailand] EEC 
branch in Chonburi.

“The four cooperation frameworks com-
prise – creating a knowledge base, experts 
and platforms; building an ecosystem that 
facilitates digital development; organising 
trainings to improve digital and 5G capac-
ities; building a certification programme 
to create a standard for the target indus-
tries. This will significantly enable Thai-
land to move forward to Thailand 4.0.”

Yang said: “Despite the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the global eco-
nomic downturn, we are very pleased to 
see that high-tech-led cooperation in dig-
ital economy and innovation is increas-
ingly becoming an important new high-
light of China-Thailand cooperation.

“In this process, Huawei has been deep-
ly involved in Thailand for many years. It 
has made every effort to promote Thailand 
to become the first country in Southeast 
Asia to have commercial 5G services.

“We believe [the Huawei Asean Academy 

(Thailand) EEC branch] will help cultivate 
more talented personnel in communica-
tions technology management and profes-
sional techniques in Thailand, help Thai-
land become a data centre in Southeast 
Asia, and create a new model of China-
Thailand digital economy cooperation.”

In collaboration with Huawei, EEC aims to 
organise digital development courses for 
students and IT-related workers to train 6,000 
people within 2021 and 30,000 in 2024.

Kanit said: “The collaboration between 
EEC and Huawei through the Huawei 
Asean Academy (Thailand) EEC branch 
is going to combine forces which I believe 
would lead to digital transformation in all 
industries not only in Thailand but also 
in Asean to another level.”

And Deng added: “Huawei believes that 
the key to drive digital development lies in 
an upskilled talent foundation. We will 
proactively enable Thailand to become the 
ASEAN digital hub through this MoU and 
the Huawei Asean Academy [Thailand] 
EEC branch.

“Together with the EECO, Burapha Uni-
versity, all our stakeholders and friends 
in the EEC, we are committed to fulfilling 
our mission of ‘Grow in Thailand, Con-
tribute to Thailand’ by being a technolo-
gy-leading and trusted ICT partner, 
proactive digital transformation enabler, 
and continuous social value contributor, 
bringing digital to every person, home 
and organisation, for a fully connected, 
intelligent Thailand.”

The MoU is seen as an important mile-
stone for digital talent development in the 
EEC to support the use of 5G technology.

Last year, Huawei helped organise dig-
ital training for government, enterprises, 
SMEs and start-ups for over 16,000 peo-
ple. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Key Long An industrial zone open
V

IETNAMESE Prime 
Minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc on 
March 21 attended 

the inaugural ceremony of 
the Phuoc Dong Industrial 
Park and Port in the Mekong 
Delta province of Long An.

The industrial zone is located 
in the Southern Key Economic 
region and is expected to serve 
as a magnet to lure investors. 

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Phuc hailed Long An prov-
ince’s efforts to develop in-
dustrial parks to create impe-
tus for local socio-economic 
development, with gross re-
gional domestic product 
(GrDP) registering an aver-
age annual growth of 9.16 per 
cent during 2016-2020.

He stressed the important 
role of businesses in national 
economic development and 
job generation, asking the 
local authorities to continue 
support for the investors, help 
them remove bottlenecks in 
their businesses, and work to 
further improve the invest-
ment climate with more ef-
fective measures in place.

He also ordered the province 
to promote its potential, and 
sharpen focus on branching 
out key industries, high-tech 
industry, supporting industry 
and logistics so as to improve 
local livelihoods.

“It is necessary to upgrade 
transport infrastructure, en-
hance regional linkages with Ho 
Chi Minh City and other south-
ern localities,” he said, adding 
that local socio-economic de-
velopment must go with envi-
ronmental protection.

Phuc emphasised the need 
to pen a long-term develop-

ment plan which will enable 
Long An to make significant 
contributions to the economy. 

Phuoc Dong Industrial Park 
and Port is 39km from Tan 
Son Nhat Airport, 19km from 
Long An International Port 
and 42km from Cat Lai Port.

It spans an area of 128.8ha, 
of which 92.39ha are industri-
al land with ready-built facto-
ries and warehouses.

The port system will be devel-
oped to welcome cargo ships 
with a capacity of 20,000 dead-
weight tonnage in the future.

Also on March 21, Phuc 
hosted Consul Generals of the 
US, South Korea and India in 
Ho Chi Minh City, and leaders 
of multinationals GS Energy 
and Alibaba who are invest-
ing in Long An province.

He hailed the interest of the 

US, South Korean and Indian 
diplomatic organisations in 
promoting foreign investment 
in Vietnam, especially when 
the global economy is facing 
formidable challenges caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment would persistently 
follow its dual goals of contain-
ing the pandemic and boosting 
economic development, and 
spare no efforts to better invest-
ment and business environ-
ment, creating favourable con-
ditions for foreign firms to land 
investment in the country.

The diplomatic representa-
tives said as more US, South 
Korean and Indian firms had 
showed their interest in investing 
in Vietnam, they would come to 
seek cooperation opportunities 
after international commercial 

flights are resumed.
They thanked the Vietnam-

ese government and compe-
tent authorities for facilitat-
ing conditions for them to 
proceed investment in Long 
An province, and expressed 
their wish to engage further 
in production and investment 
activities in Vietnam.

Long An is situated in an 
advantageous location in the 
Southern Key Economic region, 
serving as a bridge between Ho 
Chi Minh City and the Mekong 
Delta’s 12 provinces and one 
city, as well as Cambodia.

It borders Prey Veng prov-
ince’s Kampong Trabek district 
and Svay rieng province’s Svay 
Chrum, Kampong ro and 
Chantrea districts and Bavet 
town in the Kingdom. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand’s EEC joins hands with Huawei

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc speaks at the inaugural ceremony of the Phuoc Dong Industrial 
Park and Port in Long An province on Sunday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Officials from Thailand’s EECO and Chinese tech giant Huawei at the signing ceremony. SuppLIED

A shopper looks at her mobile phone at an Honor store in Putian, in 
China’s Fujian province. CHINA DAILY

China’s Honor eyes 
$15B revenue ‘soon’
HONOr Device Co Ltd, the 
Chinese phone maker that 
gained full independence from 
Huawei, said it aims to reach 
revenue exceeding 100 billion 
yuan ($15.38 billion) soon, 
amid ongoing efforts to expand 
presence in the high-end 
smartphone segment and open 
more offline retail stores.

CEO Zhao Ming said the com-
pany plans to be among the 
world’s top 500 companies, but 
he did not disclose more details 
such as 2020 revenue. Before 
Huawei sold Honor in Novem-
ber, Honor’s annual shipments 
of smartphones once exceeded 
70 million units.

According to Zhao, Honor will 
launch a high-end flagship 
smartphone series Magic, which 
will reach or even surpass the 
level of Huawei’s premium Mate 
and P series smartphones.

He said although only two 
generations of Magic smart-
phones have been unveiled in 
the past four years, Honor has 
invested a lot of money in these 
two phones. In the future, the 
Magic series will continue to be 
positioned for exploring futur-
istic technology.

Huawei sold Honor in Novem-
ber to a Chinese consortium of 
over 30 agents and dealers to 
ensure the brand’s survival after 
it faced severe pressure due to 
the persistent unavailability of 
technical components needed 
for its mobile phone business.

Four months on, Honor did 
not speak too much in the pub-

lic except releasing its new 
phone V40 series in January. At 
that time, the company said it 
had already inked partnerships 
with major chip suppliers such 
as Intel, Micron and Qualcomm, 
which meant that the company 
has made significant progress 
in reconstructing its supply 
chains after leaving Huawei.

Zhao said: “We will continue 
listening to consumers’ prefer-
ences while leveraging our tech-
nological edge to meet their 
demands at the same time.”

The company will also fur-
ther expand its retail footprint 
in the country by setting up 
offline stores in more cities. The 
plan came after Honor had 
opened more than 2,300 offline 
stores by the end of 2019.

“The growing presence of Hon-
or in offline markets shows that 
retailers are optimistic about the 
company’s prospects and are will-
ing to become partners in the new 
company,” said Fu Liang, an inde-
pendent telecom expert who has 
been following the industry for 
more than a decade.

Honor has been accelerating its 
offline presence and building a 
better retail network after gaining 
its independence, but challenges 
also exist as to how it can appeal 
to both premium customers and 
the mass market, Fu said.

Market research company 
Gartner Inc forecast that world-
wide sales of smartphones will 
total 1.5 billion units this year, up 
11.4 per cent on a yearly basis. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Naver invested 25% of 2020 
revenue in r&D projects
NAVEr spent 1.33 trillion won 
($1.1 billion) in research and 
development (r&D) last year, 
nearly a quarter of its total 
annual sales, the company said 
on March 21. Its investment-to-
sales ratio of 25.11 per cent was 
the highest among all South 
Korean companies that release 
annual performance reports.

According to the company’s 
annual report, its investment in 
r&D activities was larger than 
its annual operating profit last 
year, which was 1.2 trillion won. 
Compared to a year earlier, the 
r&D spending in 2020 was an 
increase of 236.5 billion won.

In terms of investment 
amount, Naver trailed Kia 
Motors, which spent 1.6 trillion 
won in r&D activities last year. 
However, when it comes to the 
figure as a percentage against 
the revenue, Naver far exceed-
ed Kia Motors, whose annual 
sales was nearly 10 times larger 
than Naver’s.

Naver’s local rival Kakao 
spent 535.4 billion won in r&D 
projects last year, which 

accounted for 12.9 per cent of 
the company’s annual sales for 
2020, down from 14.2 per cent 
from a year earlier.

In the local game industry, 
Netmarble spent 519 billion 
won in r&D, accounting for 
20.9 per cent of its combined 
sales in 2020. NCSoft posted a 
16 per cent ratio.

In 2020, Naver completed 46 
projects to develop technolo-
gies in artificial intelligence, 
virtual reality and online plat-
forms fields, according to the 
company. Naver is currently 
running a total of 133 r&D 
projects, relating to a wide range 
of technologies such as block-
chain, facial recognition and 
multilingual language process-
ing, the company added.

Naver is expected to further 
expand its r&D investment in 
the future, as hinted by Naver 
CEO Han Seong-sook during 
an investor relations confer-
ence call held to share the com-
pany’s performance in the 
fourth quarter last year. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Leander Group Ltd is now  
making property investment  
opportunities in London and 

the UK available for Cambodians, 
with such access to one of the world’s 
premium real estate markets testament 
to the Kingdom’s rapid and stable 
economic growth.

“Cambodia’s growing middle 
class, its demographic characteristics 
and its constant growth are making 
the country the perfect candidate to 
introduce UK real estate among local 
investors.

“We want to open up the property 
market in the UK for investors in 
Cambodia to reap the benefits of 
owning assets in prime high-yielding 
locations,” said Leander managing 
director Timothy Blair.

as well as the UK’s world-famous 
capital, Leander is also offering 
property investment opportunities in 
Birmingham, its second largest city, 
which the company sees as “presenting 
huge opportunities”.

“Birmingham is behind the curve 
with its regeneration, presenting huge 
opportunities for investors seeking 
healthy returns. The arrival of the 
HS2 [high-speed rail network] will 
also attract increasing numbers of 
Londoners to Birmingham, where 
property prices are much more 
competitive.

“recent research has found that the 
average rental yields for Birmingham-
based homes range from 5.95 per cent 
to a decent 7.5 per cent, depending on 
the size and location of the property. 
even at the lower end of the market, 
this easily exceeds the average UK 
rental yield of 4.4 per cent,” Blair said.

Leander was founded by Timothy 
Blair in Hong Kong in 2016, and 
focuses on a range of alternative 
investment projects and investor 
solutions in frontier real estate 
markets, with offices in Hong Kong, 
Paris and dubai.

Having raised over $65 million 
over three years – mainly via a strong 
distribution network in Hong Kong and 
China – Leander Group strategically 
refocused in 2017 to move up the 
value chain into real estate acquisition, 
development and deal origination, 
identifying Cambodia as its target 
emerging market.

The Leander Group and aPI Global 
collaboration allows to offer newly 
built and renovated properties in the 
UK from a variety of successful 
developers in prime locations 
with a proven track 
record. aPI Global 
certified Leander 
Group as its 
exclusive distributor 
in Cambodia.

“We have 
already 
collaborated 
with aPI Global 
across China and 

Hong Kong and sold more than 100 
units. This experience indicated to us 
that there is a desire in asia to invest 
in property outside of the immediate 
domain, coupled with a desire for the 
best higher education possible for their 
children. and we anticipate a similar 
desire here in Cambodia for education 
and investment.

“The UK has one of the finest 
education systems in the world, and 
purchasing a property in the UK would 
mean a safe and secure environment 
for investors’ children during the 
course of their studies.

“Thereafter, the property would be 
leased to gain a rental income, with 
returns ranging from four per cent to 
12 per cent per annum, depending on 
location, along with capital growth. 
Between now and 2024 UK house 

prices are expected 
to increase 15 per 
cent per annum, 
making for 
sound income-
producing 
assets.

“and 
research 

estimates that 
UK renters will 

outnumber 

homeowners by 2039, driven by 
rapidly increasing house prices and a 
growing popularity for the flexibility 
that renting provides,” Blair said.

Blair says a range of investors 
can benefit from investing in UK 
property, with Leander offering various 
investment structures to access this 
high growth sector.

“Cambodia’s economic growth 
has led to individual wealth, and we 
understand that local investors are 
looking for investment opportunities 
further afield that offer excellent returns.

“Local and foreign investors, 
whether seasoned or new to the 
practice, can take advantage of the 
exciting opportunities available. The 
chance to buy property in the UK – 
which allows foreign home ownership 
– is ideal for those looking to 
expand their property portfolios with 
acquisitions in prime growth locations 
that offer good returns and gains in 
capital value.

“There are no restrictions on the 
foreign ownership of property in the 
UK, and the recent economic growth 
in asia – and in particular Southeast 
asia – has led to many high-net 
individuals looking for investment 
opportunities further afield. 

“The UK property market has 
maintained consistent growth year on 
year, and with a shortage of housing 
the rental market in London and 
Southeast england is forecast to see a 
price growth of 11.5 per cent over the 
next four years, while Birmingham’s 
growth is expected to hit 12.5 per cent 
between now and 2023,” he said.

 Blair says Leander opening up UK 
property opportunities in the Kingdom 
was simply a question of timing.

“Having operated in Cambodia 

for five years now, we have strong 
local knowledge and the ability to 
understand the market, so we were 
just waiting until the Cambodian 
market was mature enough before 
combining our initial UK business 

with our Cambodian expertise.
“and with Cambodia one of the 

most stable and sustainable, as well as 
fastest and most consistent economies 
in Southeast asia – the time is 
undoubtedly now,” he said. 

London calling: Leander bringing UK 
property opportunities to Cambodia

Leander Group Ltd is making property investment opportunities in London and elsewhere in the UK available for Cambodians. Joseph plotz/wiki commons

An Apex Lofts interior. supplied

The Apex Lofts in Birmingham is one such investment opportunity. supplied

Leander Group managing director Timothy Blair. supplied



Continued from page 1

‘fingerprints’ of the minerals on the 
surface of the asteroid.”

Because of its elongated orbit, 
NASA said it “picks up speed like a 
skateboarder rolling down a halfpipe, 
and then slows after being flung back 
out into deep space and swinging 
back toward the Sun”.

The study of asteroids and comets 
that come this close to our planet – 
dubbed Near-Earth Object, or NEO 
– gives scientists a better understand-
ing of the history and dynamics of the 
solar system.

It is also a valuable database of 
potential threats – an impact by a 
huge rock from space could devastate 
the entire planet.

Around 80 to 100 tonnes of material 
such as dust and small meteorites fall 
on Earth every day, according to NASA, 
posing no serious threat, but larger 
objects can cause major destruction as 
they possess immense momentum 
because of their high speed.

In 2013, an object close to 60m wide 
exploded over the Russian city of 
Chelyabinsk, unleashing 30 times the 
force of the nuclear bomb dropped 
over Hiroshima during World War II.

Experts estimate such events take 
place once or twice a century, and 
hits by bigger objects are even more 
infrequent.

NASA has said more than 95 per cent 
of near-Earth asteroids the size of 2001 
FO32 or larger have been catalogued and 
none of them has any chance of impact-
ing our planet over the next century.

The agency is studying potential 
ways to thwart an impact by an aster-
oid or comet, including slamming 
spacecraft into the object to divert it 
and even nuclear explosions as a last 
resort. AFP

World
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THE UK government was set 
to unveil much-anticipated 
military modernisation plans 
on march 22, vowing to bolster 
its defence of British interests 

“across multiple domains and 
in all corners of the globe”.

The long-awaited proposals, 
detailed in a report entitled 
Defence in a Competitive Age, focus 

heavily on boosting the country’s 
navy and global footprint, the 
ministry of Defence said.

It promises more ships, sub-
marines and sailors and the 

transformation of the Royal 
marines into a new unit called 
the Future Commando Force.

The force will be deployed 
on “an enduring basis” to help 
secure shipping lanes and 
uphold freedom of navigation, 
according to the ministry.

The army will create a new 
special operations Ranger 
Regiment which would “be 
able to operate discreetly in 
high-risk environments and 
be rapidly deployable across 
the world”, the ministry said.

It highlighted the armed 
forces’ continued global activ-
ity, including launching strikes 
against the Islamic State group 
in Iraq and drugs busts in the 
Arabian Sea, ahead of the 
report’s release.

The ministry also noted 
ongoing naval operations with 
NATO allies in the Baltic, and 
the deployment to Asia later 
this year of a carrier strike 
group led by the country’s new 
aircraft carrier.

Defence secretary Ben Wal-
lace said in a statement: “In the 

coming years, we will broaden 
the spectrum of this worldwide 
engagement even further.

“Across a vast global footprint, 
we will be constantly operating 
to deter our adversaries and 
reassure our friends, integrating 
with our allies, and ready to 
fight should it be necessary.”

‘Delivering defence’
The defence paper comes 

less than a week after the gov-
ernment published a broader 
overhaul of Britain’s security, 
defence and foreign policy, 
billed as the biggest since the 
Cold War era.

Crafted over the past year as 
London recalibrates its post-
Brexit foreign policy, the so-
called Integrated Review out-
lined a pivot in strategic focus 
towards Asia, labelling China 
a “systemic competitor”.

It also prioritised ongoing 
efforts to counter Russian 
threats and, in a surprise move 
to many, set out plans to increase 
Britain’s nuclear stockpile.

The narrower defence review 

earmarks £200 million ($277 
million) of investment over the 
next decade in the new navy 
commando force, which will 
conduct roles traditionally car-
ried out by UK special forces.

It also pledges £120 million to 
establish an army special oper-
ations brigade and the new 
Ranger Regiment, which is set 
to be involved in what the min-
istry called “collective deter-
rence” with partner forces. 

A new Security Force Assist-
ance Brigade will provide 
guidance and training to allied 
partner nations and draw 
expertise form across the 
army, the ministry said.

“Elements of each brigade will 
be routinely deployed across 
the globe to assist partner 
nations in delivering defence 
and security,” it added.

meanwhile the Royal Navy will 
develop a new surveillance ship, 
to come into service by 2024 with 
a crew of around 15 people, aimed 
at protecting Britain’s undersea 
cables and other critical nation-
al infrastructure. AFP

US’ Biden pushes back amid quickly 
growing criticism over border policy
‘T

HE border is 
closed”: With 
those words, a 
top Biden ad-

ministration official pushed 
back on march 21 against fast-
mounting criticism that it has 
bungled immigration policy, 
spurring an influx of migrants 
in the biggest crisis to emerge 
under the new US president.

Secretary of Homeland 
Security Alejandro may-
orkas said the administra-
tion’s message to would-be 
border-crossers was simple: 
“Now is not the time to 
come. Do not come. The 
journey is dangerous.

“We are building safe, or-
derly and humane ways to 
address the needs of vulner-
able children,” he said on 
ABC’s This Week.

But with an estimated 
15,000 migrant children or 
teenagers already in federal 
custody – roughly a third of 
them in facilities meant for 
adults – and with the US on 
pace to see two million un-
documented migrants arrive 
this year, the problem has be-
come impossible to ignore.

Biden vowed on march 22 
to visit the border and said he 
was stepping up the message 
to migrants to stay home.

He told reporters: “We’re in 
the process of doing it now, 
including making sure that we 
reestablish what existed be-
fore, which was – they can stay 
in place and make their case 
from their home country.” 

Bipartisan criticism
many Republicans, but also 

a growing number of Demo-
crats, have criticised the ad-
ministration’s border policies.

mayorkas, appearing on 
three television networks, 
insisted that the administra-
tion was doing everything it 
could to address the influx, 
but said the task was com-
plicated by policies inher-
ited from Donald Trump’s 
administration and by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“We have a plan. We are ex-
ecuting on our plan and we 
will succeed,” the Havana-
born mayorkas said on ABC. 
“But one thing is also clear, 
that it takes time.”

mayorkas repeatedly 
placed blame on Biden’s 
predecessor Trump, who 
imposed an array of anti-
immigration policies.

“The entire system . . . was 
dismantled in its entirety by 
the prior administration” 
and had to be rebuilt, may-
orkas said.

He said three new facilities 
had been opened to handle 
border arrivals just last week.

‘Irresponsible’
But Republicans flatly reject-

ed that analysis, with michael 
mcCaul, a Texas lawmaker, 
calling mayorkas’ comments 
“very irresponsible”.

“They’ve created the cri-
sis. He says he has a plan. I 
haven’t seen a plan,” he said, 
also on ABC.

Trump issued a statement 
claiming his border policies 
had been a success, and at-
tacking Biden.

“All they had to do was 

keep this smooth-running 
system on autopilot,” Trump 
said. “Instead, in the span of 
a just few weeks, the Biden 
Administration has turned a 
national triumph into a na-
tional disaster.”

A bipartisan group of US 
lawmakers visited immigra-
tion facilities in the El Paso, 
Texas area last week, and several 
emerged with sharp criticism.

Senator Chris murphy, a 
Democrat, said he saw hun-
dreds of children packed into a 
“big, open room” and “fought 

back tears” as he listened to a 
13-year-old girl who was dis-
traught after being separated 
from her grandmother.

mayorkas, who travelled 
with the group to El Paso, 
said that under the previous 
administration, such a girl 
would have been “turned 
away and turned into the 
desert of mexico or sent 
back to the very country 
from which she fled, by rea-
son of fear or prosecution”.

Biden said early on that 
he wanted to roll back some 

of the harsher policies im-
posed by Trump, but that 
first he needed to impose 
“guardrails” to prevent a 
huge influx of migrants.

But in a departure from the 
previous administration, he 
began allowing unaccompa-
nied children into the country.

more than 10,000 unac-
companied children are now 
in the care of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services. The Customs and 
Border Protection agency is 
caring for 5,000 others. AFP

UK to unveil global focus in defence modernisation plans

US President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden walk across the South Lawn upon return from Camp 
David, Maryland, to the White House in Washington, DC on Sunday. AFP

British artillery soldiers are pictured after a shooting session during the ‘Dynamic Front 18’ exercise in 
Grafenwoehr, near Eschenbach, southern Germany. AFP

NASA studies 
ways to thwart 
the impact of 
comet, asteroid 



Vietnamese deputy Prime 
minister Vu Duc Dam, head of 
the national steering Commit-
tee for Covid-19 Prevention 
and Control, chaired a meeting 
on Covid-19 ‘vaccine pass-
ports’ late last week.

at the meeting, representa-
tives of the tourism advisory 
Council agreed with the guide-
lines of the steering committee 
and the ministry of Health on 
the issuance of ‘vaccine pass-
ports’.

the steering committee lis-
tened to reports and opinions 
from the ministries of informa-
tion and communications, 
foreign affairs, health, public 
security and national defence 
on infrastructure, research, 
policies and specific instruc-
tions to implement ‘vaccine 
passports’ when possible, 
while ensuring safety.

For citizens, immunisation 
information will be integrated 
into the electronic health 
record system. experts believe 
this is the most convenient way 
for people to registers their 
vaccinations, while controlling 
travel and movement amid the 
pandemic.

minister of Health nguyen 
thanh Long said that when 
getting vaccinated, people 
have to download the elec-
tronic records application and 
re-declare necessary informa-
tion. medical facilities will scan 
QR-codes instead of filling in 
paperwork. People can then be 
screened, vaccinated and 
monitored after vaccination.

after receiving the vaccina-
tion, people will receive a cer-
tificate and a QR code. the 
management agency captures 
information and data to imple-
ment the Covid-19 vaccination 
programme and is provided 
with a tool to monitor informa-
tion of those who have received 
the Covid-19 vaccine.

For foreigners and represent-
atives of ministries, major 
mobile carriers said that infra-
structure will be completed 
and deployed next month.

the system will take into 
account the most complex 

cases and will be ready to be 
deployed immediately after 
specific policies on vaccine 
passports are issued.

Regarding specific policies 
and guidelines, the health min-
istry is continuing to work with 
foreign health agencies so that 
Vietnam can soon participate 
in the international commu-
nity’s joint efforts to facilitate 
trade and travel for people who 
have been vaccinated against 
Covid-19 in other countries.

it said that in Hai Duong 
province only one or two new 
cases were recorded per day 
over the past 12 days and all 
were quarantined.

the health ministry is review-
ing the quarantine work in Hai 
Duong and at the same time 
directing the province to pay 
attention to improving testing 
quality.

the deputy prime minister 
asked ministries and localities 
to continue strengthening 
leadership and promoting a 
sense of responsibility as the 
virus still poses significant 
risks.

Local leaders must focus on 
proactively deciding appropri-
ate anti-pandemic measures 
and take responsibility for pre-
vention and control in their 
respective localities, limit neg-
ative impacts on economic, 
social activities and people’s 
lives.

it is necessary to be proactive 
in a new normal state, both in 
economic development and 
ready to prevent the pandemic 
in all sectors, fields and in all 
agencies, units, organisations 
and the community.

Data from the national 
immunisation Programme 
said that as of 4pm on march 
18, Vietnam had given the 
astraZeneca vaccine to 27,546 
people.

all vaccination sites comply 
with the health ministry’s regu-
lations on ensuring safety. the 
post-injection response rate is 
at a permitted level according 
to the vaccine manufacturer’s 
recommendation. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Vn officials discuss 
implementation of 
‘vaccine passport’

CHuRCHes in manila will be 
closed, eating inside restau-
rants banned and leisure travel 
outside the Philippine capital 
curbed under new coronavi-
rus rules unveiled on march 
21 as the country battles a re-
surgence in infections.

the number of new cases 
has exceeded 7,000 for three 
days in a row – the highest 
since the start of the pandem-
ic – taking the country’s casel-
oad to more than 663,000 and 
straining hospitals.

around half of the active cas-
es are in metro manila where 
many of the 12 million inhab-
itants live in poor and over-
crowded neighbourhoods.

Presidential spokesman 
Harry Roque said: “We have 
two goals – to reduce the trans-
mission of the virus in metro 

manila and avoid the spread 
of the virus, especially of the 
new variants, outside metro 
manila because we know these 
are more transmissible.”

the new rules will be in place 
for two weeks from march 
22 and also apply to the sur-
rounding provinces of Rizal, 
Cavite, Laguna and Bulacan.

Public transport will continue 
to operate and workers allowed 
to commute as the government 
stops short of imposing anoth-
er devastating lockdown in the 
country’s economic heartland.

But non-essential trips in 
and out of the targeted region 
are prohibited – a blow to al-
ready struggling tourism op-
erators looking forward to the 
easter holidays when many 
Filipinos flock to the coun-
try’s beaches and mountains.

“We know that some of you 
have plans and you are look-
ing forward to this Holy Week 
break, but if we allow unim-
peded travel right now, the new 
variants of the virus will spread 
faster in different parts of the 
Philippines,” Roque said.

independent research group 
OCta on march 20 called for 
“drastic and immediate action” 
to slow the spread of the virus.

its current modelling shows 
hospital beds, including in-
tensive care, in the capital 
will be full by the first week of 
next month.

in recent weeks, targeted 
lockdowns, strict night-time 
curfews, a stay-at-home order 
for all children and a ban on 
foreigners entering the country 
have been introduced – but in-
fections continue to rise. AFP

Philippines shuts churches, curbs travel as virus surges

Protester shot dead in central 
myanmar, two aussies held
s

eCuRity forces in 
myanmar shot dead 
an anti-coup pro-
tester on march 21, 

as the australian government 
confirmed it is assisting two 
nationals who were detained 
after trying to leave yangon.

myanmar has been in tur-
moil since soldiers ousted 
civilian leader aung san suu 
Kyi last month, triggering 
nationwide protests demand-
ing a return to democracy.

security forces have 
responded with lethal force, 
using live rounds along with 
tear gas and rubber bullets in 
an effort to bring the demon-
strations to heel.

One man was killed on 
march 21 in the central city of 
monywa and at least two peo-
ple were injured in a clash with 

security forces at barricades, 
two witnesses said.

“i saw people carrying a man 
who was shot and killed,” a 
local resident said, adding that 
the body was taken to a local 
hospital.

“they used stun grenades 
and tear gas . . . later they start-
ed shooting. i don’t know if the 
man, who died on the spot 
after he was hit on his head, 
was killed from rubber bullets 
or live rounds.”

Australians in custody 
australia’s foreign ministry 

confirmed on march 21 it was 
providing consular assistance to 
two of its nationals in myan-
mar.

“Due to our privacy obliga-
tions we will not provide further 
detail,” a spokeswoman said.

it is understood business 
consultants matthew O’Kane 
and Christa avery, a dual 
Canadian-australian citizen, 
are under house arrest after 
trying to leave the country on 
a relief flight on march 19.

the couple run a bespoke con-
sultancy business in yangon.

Canada’s global affairs 
department said it was aware 
of a case involving a Canadian 
citizen and was “providing 
consular services”.

a third australian, econo-
mist sean turnell, an adviser 
to suu Kyi, who was arrested a 
week after the putsch also 
remains in custody.

Weekend violence failed to 
deter hundreds of doctors and 
nurses donning hard hats and 
brandishing posters of suu Kyi 
as they marched at dawn through 

mandalay, myanmar’s second-
largest city and cultural capital.

Later other demonstrators 
placed protest signs in pot 
plants along a street.

By afternoon there were bar-
ricades set on fire, gunfire in 
the streets and at least four 
people injured, a doctor in 
mandalay said.

mandalay has been the 
scene of some of the worst vio-
lence from police and soldiers 
since the coup.

the protests came a day after 
a local monitoring group con-
firmed the killing of four pro-
testers at the hands of security 
forces around the country.

two of the deaths were in 
yangon, the country’s commer-
cial hub, according to the 
assistance association for Polit-
ical Prisoners. AFP

The mother (centre) of teenage protester Aung Kaung Htet reacts by the coffin at his funeral in Yangon on Sunday, a day after he was killed by security 
forces at a demonstration against the military coup. AFP

The number of new cases in the Philippines has exceeded 7,000 for three days in a row. AFP
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c
LImaTE change is among 
this century’s greatest chal-
lenges to the wellbeing of 
people across the world, 

including in the US and cambodia. 
The impact of climate change is par-
ticularly relevant this week, as we 
mark World Water Day and the Inter-
national Day of Forests.

cambodia is home to some of 
Southeast asia’s most significant 
intact tracts of forest and to the largest 
inland body of freshwater in the 
region, formed by the mighty mekong 
river and the singularly unique Tonle 
Sap. as US ambassador, I have trav-
elled to every province in the King-
dom and have had the privilege to vis-
it these natural wonders, so important 
for the livelihoods and food security 
of the cambodian people. 

I have marvelled at the country’s 
beauty and biodiversity, from the 
amazing creatures of the Phnom 
Tnout Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctuary 
and dazzling offshore islands  – to the 
old growth forests of the cardamom 
mountains and the breathtaking 
ocean vistas at Kep National Park.

I have also seen first-hand the sig-
nificant pressures, including from cli-
mate change, on these protected but 
vulnerable natural resources.

The Kingdom’s precious biodiversi-
ty is in danger of literally disappear-
ing, threatening cambodia’s sustain-
able development and prosperity.

We can and must do more together 
to prevent this from happening.

I’m particularly proud that the US 
puts climate change front and centre 
in our foreign policy and diplomacy.

among President Joe Biden’s first 
actions in office was to rejoin the Par-
is climate agreement and to 
announce that the US will host a cli-
mate Summit next month on Earth 
Day to “raise the ambition of all 
nations, including our own, to rapid-
ly lower global carbon emissions”.

at the same time, the US has 
pledged to continue assisting part-
ners around the world, including 
here in the mekong region, to miti-
gate the effects of climate change.

climate change isn’t the only chal-
lenge, however, that cambodia and 
other mekong countries face in pro-
tecting the region’s natural resources. 
Upstream and opaque hydropower 
projects – completed with little regard 
for environmental impact – sand min-
ing, deforestation, wetland conver-
sion, 

corruption and pollution are immedi-
ate, man-made challenges that have 
resulted in a dramatic drop in water 
levels in the mekong river and Tonle 
Sap, disrupting fishing and threaten-
ing cambodia’s food security.

Shockingly, over just the last couple 
of years, water levels in both rivers are 
down by two-thirds and fish catches 

have dropped by over 70 per cent.
The US has a long and valued part-

nership with the region to address 
these issues. The mekong-US Part-
nership (mUSP), launched last year, 
builds on the successful framework 
of the Lower mekong Initiative that 
was established to tackle these vari-
ous threats. as a senior diplomat in 
Washington and across Southeast 

asia, I was proudly part of our effort a 
decade ago to establish this frame-
work, through which the US provided 
$3.5 billion in assistance to the five 
mekong partner countries, including 
cambodia.

The new mUSP supports data-
sharing initiatives like the mekong 
Dam monitor, which is bringing 

transparency to mekong basin-wide 
dam operations. The monitor is an 
open-source data initiative – freely 
available for public use – that 
employs satellite imagery with 
remote sensing technology to pro-
vide near-real time reporting on 
water levels and dam operations.

This gives downstream countries 
like cambodia essential information 

for addressing water-related chal-
lenges.

In collaboration with all five mekong 
countries, the mUSP also promotes 
environmental protection, including 
sustainable water and natural resourc-
es management. In fact, just last week, 
the mUSP gathered regional represent-
atives from partner governments, the 
private sector, and non-governmental 
organisations to explore solutions to 
common challenges in energy, infra-
structure, non-traditional security and 
water governance.

World Water Day, the International 
Day of Forests, and Earth Day are all 
important markers on the calendar.

These milestones are only signifi-
cant, however, if they motivate us to 
action to address our shared climate 
and environmental challenges.

The mUSP and other US-supported 
programmes – including through 
aSEaN – demonstrate our commit-
ment to cambodia and mekong 
region countries to do just that. We 
must do so for the health of our peo-
ples, our economies, our security, 
and our shared planet.

The author is US ambassador to Cambodia

Mekong-US Partnership: A commitment  
to address climate change  

Shockingly, over just the last couple of years, water levels in the Mekong River and Tonle Sap are down by two-thirds and fish catches 
have dropped by over 70 per cent. hong menea
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climate change isn’t the only 
challenge that cambodia 

 and other Mekong countries 
face in protecting the region’s 

natural resources
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W
ITH borders sometimes 
closed to trade during 
the pandemic, Cambo-
dia’s farmers have had 

to come up with new ways to get things 
done – including sometimes making 
changes to where they sell their crops 
and who they sell them to – but there 
have also been some changes to how 
they grow them as well.

In the past, farmers have mostly 
bought their fertiliser from mer-
chants who imported it from neigh-
bouring countries. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, however, bor-
der crossings have been restricted 
which has posed production chal-
lenges for Cambodia’s farmers. 

One commonly imported fertil-
iser has been coco-peat or coir, the 
natural fibres from the outside husk 
of coconuts. Early on, the pandemic 
limited the amount of this fertiliser 
available to Cambodia’s farmers.

Now, a Banteay Srei district farmer 
is working with an NGO to produce 
coir or coco-peat fertiliser for his own 
vegetable seedlings and to sell to other 
farmers at the nursery growing stage.  

Khong Sophoan, project director 
of International Development En-
terprises (iDE) says their main goal 
was to reduce reliance on imported 
products. 

“When Thailand closed its border 
in March of last year, our farmers 
faced a shortage of many supplies, 
including coir. 

“We thought that if the border con-
tinued to be closed we’d definitely 
need to find a new source for it in or-
der to sow our melon seeds,” he says. 

iDE Cambodia, founded in 2005 in 
Siem Reap, Banteay Meanchey and 
Oddar Meanchey provinces, initially 
focused its agriculture programmes 
on the training of farmers in veg-
etable farming, pig husbandry and 
growing mulberry trees between 
2005 and 2010. 

They have also run development 
programmes in Cambodia and 
several other countries across the 
world in a number of areas outside 
of agriculture as well.

Today, in terms of agricultural 
programmes in Cambodia, iDE 
provides various kinds of techni-
cal training in vegetable farming in 
Siem Reap, Banteay Meanchey and 
Oddar Meanchey provinces along 
with their new coco-peat initiative. 

Long Kean, 46, is an innovative 
farmer and the only coco-peat pro-
ducer at iDE in Preah Dak com-
mune, the popular Khmer noodle 
destination in Siem Reap province. 

Kean was known to be a hard-work-
ing farmer, which is why iDE chose 
him as their first coco-peat producer 
and the organisation bought him the 
necessary machinery and taught him 
the recipe to make coconut husks 
into nutrient-rich nursery soil. 

Kean tells The Post that “when we ex-
amined the product, we thought that 
we could probably have been produc-
ing it ourselves this whole time.

“iDE provided me with a crushing 
machine to mill coconut husks. We 
also added cow dung, termite mound 
soil, rice hulls and trichoderma, a 

type of fungus that helps protect 
plants from other fungi,” Kean says.

“First, I planted cucumbers. But 
when we produced coco-peat suc-
cessfully I could then use it myself 
and sell it to nearby farmers. With 
fertiliser for sowing seedlings, I then 
started planting melons as well as 
cherry tomatoes and now carrots 
and yellow watermelons,” says Kean. 

As the industry in Cambodia 
for producing coco-peat has just 
been established by iDE’s new pro-
gramme, Kean is the only farmer so 
far to be trained in coco-peat pro-
duction, which also requires a high-
cost crushing machine. 

Kean remains – for now – the only 
producer of it in Banteay Srei. 

Banteay Srei district governor 
Khim Finan tells The Post that cost 
remains a barrier to entry into the 
industry for most farmers.

“Learning how to produce coir 
only takes about six months of train-
ing but there is only one family in 
Preah Dak making it because of the 
high cost to buy a machine for crush-

ing the coconut husks. That’s why it 
is not widely practiced,” he says.

Farmers who sow their vegetable 
seeds directly into the soil can run 
into a variety of problems. They can 
be eaten by ants, spoiled by fungi or 
the soil might simply lack the nutri-
ents necessary to get them to sprout 
and grow. 

In order to get healthy seedlings, 
coco-peat is an important compo-
nent that provides nutrition and 
protection to them. 

“For melons and certain vegetables, 
we’ve always needed to buy coco-peat 
from other countries – particularly 
Thailand – in order to grow them. 

“Normally, the neighbouring coun-
tries buy our coconut husks and rice 
hulls at a very cheap price from us and 
then sell us the final product – coco-
peat – at a high price,” says Sophoan. 

It is iDE who has been champi-
oning the idea of melons as a local 
Cambodian product, with support 
from New Zealand via the New Zea-
land Aid Programme, starting with 
Banteay Srei in 2007. 

“Our organisation teaches farmers 
to plant melons and we also have a 
melon farmer’s association. We fo-
cus on higher price products such 
as cherry tomatoes and onions in 
Banteay Meanchey. 

“And now we’re promoting these 
same ideas to Oddar Meanchey’s An-
glong Veng, Trapaing Prasat and Sam-
rong, and Siem Reap’s Chi Kraeng and 
Banteay Srei,” Sophoan says.

According to Kean, if he can source 
enough materials such as coconut 
husks, charcoal rice hulls and com-
posted cow dung he can supply coco-
peat not only in Banteay Srei and Chi 
Kraeng districts but to a larger portion 
of Banteay Meanchey province. 

He says he could produce between 
30 and 40 bags of coco-peat per day, 
with each bag weighing more than 
10kg and priced at 10,000 riel ($2.50). 

“We buy rice hulls and burn that 
into charcoal. We take compost cow 
dung and break that up. The coco-
nut husks are peeled from coconut 
shells then crushed in the machine 
along with completely pulverised 

termite mound. Lastly, we mix it all 
together and leave it to cool before 
adding the trichoderma.  

“I would be delighted if more of 
our farmers knew how to produce 
coco-peat themselves, but this job is 
a bit tiring and if you aren’t working 
hard you will fail at it,” Kean says.

Since there are so few domestic 
producers of coco-peat in Cambo-
dia it would probably provide good 
income for the producers, but those 
who want to do so have to have the 
investment capital to buy a crush-
ing machine which costs more than 
$2000, according to Sophoan.

“We haven’t expanded our pro-
gramme to assist more farmers yet 
because we are still experimenting 
in order to select the best formula 
for coir as the standard one we teach 
to them,” Sophoan says. 

“We have to try to reach a level of 
quality that can compete with the 
imported products but we also want 
to be able to create enough supply to 
meet Cambodia’s market demand – 
so we need to use ingredients in our 
formula that are commonly available, 
while achieving high quality results.

“Kean’s productivity is great, but if 
it’s just him then it’s only going to be 
available in his local area. To integrate 
this product into the national market, 
we have to have a trademark that as-
sures high quality,” Sophoan says.

He says iDE wants to provide Kean 
floating capital for him to expand his 
business in order to secure a standard 
and consistent supply chain and cre-
ate a trademark and packaging. 

Sophoan says their current coco-
peat formula works well with gener-
al vegetables but for melons – which 
have a big market and sell for higher 
prices – it does not provide enough 
fertiliser quite yet, so they will con-
tinue to experiment with their for-
mula.

“We are going to promote coco-
peat production to other farmers 
who are interested and introduce 
them to Kean’s methods, which will 
continue to evolve and they can also 
help us with that process. If they 
want to be part of the project, we 
can give them technical help to get 
them started,” he says.

To learn more about iDE’s work in 
Cambodia and across the globe you 
can visit their website at: https://www.
ideglobal.org/country/cambodia
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Lifestyle
Banteay Srei farmer teams up with 
NGO to produce coconut fertiliser 

Long Kean is the only farmer who produces coco-peat domestically for the Cambodian market. SUPPLIED

Melon seedlings are grown in coco-peat soil at the nursery stage. SUPPLIED Melons being cultivated in Banteay Srei district. KHIM FINAN vIA FAcEbooK
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Millinery stock
  5 Noisy fight
 10 Three feet
 14 Bounce from a bar
 15 Coin of India or Pakistan
 16 Oratorio segment
 17 Be antagonistic
 20 Jewish scriptures
 21 Mariner’s milieu
 22 Jamaican music
 23 Inclined (to)
 25 1/6 of an ounce (Abbr.)
 27 Let go by, as an opportunity
 30 “Down Under” tree climbers
 33 Maximum degree (Abbr.)
 34 Type of rug
 37 Book leaf
 39 Get a bad situation under control
 43 “The Terminator” heroine
 44 Aid an arsonist, e.g.
 45 Clinger on a hiker’s sock
 46 Declare null and void
 48 Not in any way
 51 “We ___ to please”
 52 Playground marble
 54 Action film lead-spitter

 57 Symbol on a black ace
 59 Suffix with “red”
 63 Come back from “take 10”
 66 Weapons, collectively
 67 Avian perch
 68 Dr. Pavlov
 69 End up with a consolation prize
 70 Job for Ryan Seacrest
 71 One-time emperor of Rome
DOWN
  1 Talk show moderator
  2 Motor vehicle
  3 Bygone monarch (Var.)
  4 Bathing suit supports
  5 Women’s wear item
  6 Like some sentences
  7 Swiftly, to a bard
  8 “What ___ you thinking?!”
  9 Musically connected
 10 Orange spud
 11 Mythological god of war
 12 Where a Zamboni roams
 13 Spreadsheet makeup
 18 NO ___ TRAFFIC
 19 Dangerous
 24 Brightly colored fish
 26 Trudge along

 27 “___ in Boots”
 28 Union platform?
 29 Toy or candy outlet
 30 Trendy vegetable
 31 Suspect’s out
 32 Anatomical cavity
 35 Flesh-and-blood
 36 Flow counterpart
 38 Brute of legend
 40 Dear old Dad
 41 Certain belief
 42 Europe’s largest lava-spewer
 47 Volt-___ (watt’s equivalent)
 49 Suffix with “narc”
 50 Entered
 52 Specially formed, as a committee
 53 Some Canadian fliers
 54 River at Orsk
 55 World dodo population
 56 Distinctive doctrines
 58 A little bundle of energy
 60 Quintet quorum
 61 Jungle sound
 62 Year, in Latin
 64 “___ it or lose it!”
 65 Utilized one’s pie hole

“BREAK’S OVER” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

VN bicycle vendors 
peddle door to door

F
rOm juicy mangoes 
and fresh lemons to 
tropical guava and 
plums: hanoi’s fruit 

comes piled high on the back 
of bicycles, peddled by street 
vendors who roam every 
nook and cranny of the Viet-
namese capital.

The fruit sellers, who are 
mostly women, start their 
day at 3am and cycle up to 15 
kilometres into the city from 
the countryside to drop off 
fruit, vegetables and flowers 
at their customers’ doors.

Donning conical hats known 
as “Non La” to shield from 
the sun, the women can earn 
up to $8 a day as they weave 
through hanoi’s alleys until 
late afternoon.

The exhausting work is 
worth it for many, with wages 
in Vietnam’s cities at least dou-
ble those of the countryside 
in a nation where the World 
Bank says the average annual 
income is around $2,600.

But fruit vendors have 
been hit by the covid-19 
pandemic, despite Viet-

nam’s low case numbers.
It has recorded just over 2,500 

cases and only 35 deaths.
There have been fewer peo-

ple on the streets and vendors 
were not allowed to peddle 
their wares for a short period 
after the virus first hit.

Last april, the government 
announced a $2.6 billion sup-
port package to help around 
20 million poor people and 
small businesses affected by 
the pandemic.

But many found themselves 
unable to access the funds. AFP

This combination photograph shows vendors carrying various fruits for sale on their bicycles in Hanoi on 
March 18. AFP

The small bull idol was found near the temple of Zeus and the Altis, the sacred enclosure and core of the sanctuary. 
According to a preliminary evaluation, the idol has been dated to the Geometric era (1050-700 BCE). AFP

rain uncovers bull idol in 
Greece’s ancient Olympia

raIN has helped uncover a 
small bull idol in ancient 
Olympia, Greece in what the 
culture ministry on Friday said 
was a “chance discovery”.

The ministry said the small 
bronze idol, found intact, was 
spotted by an archaeologist 
inside the sprawling ancient 
site that inspired the modern 
Olympic Games during a 
scheduled visit by ministry 

officials.
It was found near the temple 

of Zeus and the altis, the 
sacred enclosure and core of 
the sanctuary, the ministry 
said in a statement.

“One of its horns was poking 
out of the ground following 
recent heavy rainfall,” it said.

according to a preliminary 
evaluation, the idol has been 
dated to the Geometric era 

(1050-700 BcE).
Burn marks suggest it was 

likely part of thousands of 
votive offerings to Zeus, the 
leading ancient Greek deity, 
the ministry said.

The ancient Olympics were 
held in Olympia every four 
years from 776 Bc to at least 
393 aD, with Greek city-states 
setting aside their conflicts to 
take part. AFP
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Juve’s title hopes dented as 
milan keep pressure on Inter
h

opes of Juventes 
winning a 10th 
consecutive serie 
a title took another 

blow on march 21 with a 1-0 
home loss to lowly Benevento 
as ac milan closed the gap 
on leaders Inter milan with a 
hard-fought 3-2 win at Fioren-
tina.

adolfo Gaich scored the 
only goal in the 69th minute at 
Juve’s allianz stadium follow-
ing a bad pass across his own 
penalty area by midfielder ar-
thur.

andrea pirlo’s side stay third, 
10 points behind Inter whose 
match against sassuolo was 
postponed because of a covid-
19 outbreak at the league lead-
ers.

second-placed milan are 
four points ahead of the reign-
ing champions after they re-
covered from their europa 
League exit to manchester 
United by cutting the deficit 
to Inter to six points with a 3-2 
win over Fiorentina.

For Juve, who have 11 games 
left to play this season, it was 
another blow after being 
dumped out of the champi-
ons League at the last 16 stage 
by porto earlier this month.

“We performed poorly, in 
every aspect,” said pirlo.

“We have to continue to be-
lieve in the title. The objective 
does not change, it’s the mind-
set which must.”

serie a top scorer cristiano 
ronaldo, who has netted 23 
times in the league this sea-
son, drew a blank in Turin a 
week after reaching 770 goals 
to beat pele’s all-time mark 
of 767, with Benevento goal-
keeper Lorenzo montipo pull-
ing off a string of fine saves.

Zlatan hails ‘important’ win
Benevento broke the dead-

lock following arthur’s hor-
rendous pass across the face 
of goal towards Danilo, which 
allowed Gaich to pounce and 

score his second goal in five 
games since arriving on loan 
from csKa moscow.

montipo denied ronaldo 
twice late on as Juve pushed 
for a leveller, first from close 
range with 10 minutes to go 
and again in the final minute, 
with Danilo sending the sub-
sequent rebound over the bar.

Benevento now sit seven 
points away from the drop 
zone in 16th.

In Florence, Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic returned to the starting 
line-up for milan for the first 
time in over three weeks and 
scored after nine minutes fol-
lowing simon Kjaer’s ball over 
the top.

But milan needed Brahim 
Diaz’s 57th-minute strike and 
a hakan calhanoglu winner 
with quarter of an hour to go 
to snatch victory.

a curling erick pulgar free-
kick had pulled Fiorentina 
level with Franck ribery then 
putting the hosts ahead six 
minutes after the break.

“It was very important to win 
like this after the defeat against 

manchester United,” said Ibra-
himovic, who at 39 became the 
oldest player to score 15 goals 
in a single serie a season.

Mertens century
atalanta bounced back af-

ter their champions League 
exit to real madrid with a 2-0 
win at hellas Verona to con-
solidate fourth place, equal on 
points with Juventus.

ruslan malinovskyi scored 
the first from the penalty 
spot after a Federico Dimarco 
handball in the 33rd minute in 
Verona.

Duvan Zapata added a sec-
ond before the break, after an 
earlier effort hit the post, the 
colombian sweeping the ball 
past marco silvestri into an 
empty net, as Verona fell to a 
third successive defeat to stay 
ninth.

atalanta are two points ahead 
of Napoli who beat champions 
League rivals roma 2-0 at the 
stadio olimpico thanks to a 
Dries mertens brace.

mertens curled in the open-
er from a free-kick in the 27th 

minute and nodded in a mat-
teo politano cross seven min-
utes later to bring his tally to 
100 serie a goals since joining 
Napoli in 2013.

roma are the only Italian 
side left in europe and showed 
signs of fatigue after their eu-
ropa League trip to Ukrainian 
side shakhtar Donetsk on 
march 18.

“perhaps we don’t have the 
mentality required to compete 
against these sort of teams,” 
said roma coach paulo Fonse-
ca, whose side have struggled 
for results against serie a’s top 
teams.

“In the first half the team 
looked to be without courage 
. . . When we are afraid of los-
ing, or afraid of playing, it all 
becomes a lot harder.”

Lazio recovered from their 
champions League elimina-
tion to Bayern munich with a 
1-0 win at Udinese thanks to 
an adam marusic goal.

simone Inzaghi’s side are 
seventh but now just one 
point behind their city rivals 
with a game in hand. AFP

covid-19 causes chaos for start to World cup qualifiers
hoLDers France begin their 
defence of the World cup this 
week as european qualifying for 
the 2022 finals in Qatar gets 
underway against a backdrop of 
confusion and chaos over the 
release of players in a worrying 
health context across europe.

While this month’s scheduled 

qualifiers in south america 
were called off and most match-
es in asia were postponed, play-
ers in europe are having to work 
their way around travel restric-
tions in order to join up with 
national teams.

FIFa’s decision to relax rules 
forcing clubs to release players 

during an international win-
dow remains in place until the 
end of april, with world foot-
ball’s governing body unable to 
ignore the wider context of the 
covid-19 crisis.

The consequences of that 
have largely been confusion 
and plenty of backtracking by 
clubs and authorities recently.

Winners in 2018, France host 
Ukraine behind closed doors 
on march 24 before flying 
5,500km to Kazakhstan and 
stopping off on the way back 
in sarajevo for another game 
against Bosnia and herzegovi-
na.

The trip has caused some 
controversy in France, with 
authorities allowing members 
of the French team to go to 
central asia and then the Bal-
kans while the French league 
said it would not release play-
ers to travel outwith the 27-na-
tion eU or european econom-
ic area, which also includes 

Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway.

That was due to clubs being 
worried about players having 
to self-isolate for a week on 
their return, thereby missing 
their team’s next league game.

a row ensued, with the deci-
sion affecting several european 
nations with players based in 
Ligue 1, but also many african 
national teams looking to call 
up players for africa cup of 
Nations qualifiers. 

U-turns
“I’m not a politician, I’m just 

an ordinary guy, but it’s not fair. 
It is not wise at the moment 
either. We need to stick togeth-
er and not show discrimination 
or racism. It doesn’t give a good 
image,” said Lyon captain 
memphis Depay, with the 
Dutch international at risk of 
missing his country’s qualifier 
in Turkey as a result.

realising it was not a good 

look, the French sports minis-
try announced over the week-
end that all players could be 
released after all, saying they 
would be “exempt from a sev-
en-day isolation as long as they 
respect a strict health and med-
ical protocol” on returning.

U-turns have happened else-
where, with Bayern munich 
announcing on march 20 that 
star polish striker robert 
Lewandowski and austrian 
defender David alaba would be 
released for international duty 
due to a change in Germany’s 
covid-19 travel restrictions.

Lewandowski can now play 
for poland against england at 
Wembley on march 31, while 
alaba can play for austria 
against scotland on march 25.

Bayern had initially said nei-
ther player would be released 
to play in the UK as Germany 
had insisted on a two-week 
quarantine for anyone travel-
ling from Britain.

“We gave the go-ahead for 
both players,” confirmed Bay-
ern coach hansi Flick.

Punishing schedule
some countries have been 

forced to take drastic action to 
get around restrictions.

portugal moved their qualifier 
against azerbaijan to Turin in 
Italy. had the game gone ahead 
in Lisbon, they feared having to 
leave out 10 premier League-
based players who faced having 
to self-isolate for 10 days on 
their return to the UK.

The decision to make teams 
play three qualifiers in seven 
days just before the run-in to 
the club season, despite the 
travel difficulties, also raises 
eyebrows as it means no let-up 
for elite players in a punishing 
schedule.

It is worth pondering what 
kind of condition they will be in 
by the time the delayed euro 
2020 starts on June 11. AFP

Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo performs an overhead kick during the Italian Serie A football 
match Juventus Turin vs Benevento on Sunday at the Juventus stadium in Turin. AFP

People gather at Doha’s Souq Waqif market as the official FIFA World 
Cup 2022 logo is projected in the background on September 3, 2019. AFP

France’s Anthony Martial (right) vies with Ukraine’s Illia Zabarnyi during 
an International friendly football match on October 7. AFP

amnesty calls on FIFa 
to press Qatar on rights
amNesTy International on 
march 22 called on football’s 
global governing body FIFa to 
put more pressure on 2022 
World cup hosts Qatar to 
improve conditions for workers 
in the Gulf country.

Doha has made a series of 
reforms to its employment reg-
ulations since being selected to 
host next year’s tournament, 
which has required a vast pro-
gramme of construction depen-
dent on foreign workers.

But the rights group said 
Qatar was at risk of slipping 
backwards. 

“Qatar has made a number of 
positive reforms in recent years, 
partly in response to increased 
scrutiny after the World cup 
contract was awarded,” it said 
in a statement.

“But too often these are not 
properly implemented and 
thousands of migrant workers 
continue to be exploited and 
abused.”

amnesty said that proposals 
being debated by Qatar’s con-
sultative shura council “would 
undo much of the progress 
brought about by reforms, 
including by re-imposing 
restrictions on the rights of 
workers to change jobs and 
leave the country”.

however, the proposed 
changes would require govern-
ment approval and official 
sources in Doha have said they 
will not be accepted.

FIFa president Gianni Infan-

tino called for fairness in assess-
ing Qatar’s rights record.

“protection of human rights 
at an international level is a top 
priority for FIFa,” he said dur-
ing a media briefing on march 
19 following a meeting of the 
FIFa council.

“We need to be fair there [in 
Qatar] and admit a lot of prog-
ress has happened . . . in the 
conditions of the workers. of 
course more can be done 
everywhere, always – even in 
switzerland.”

amnesty called on Infantino 
to implement “independent 
and regular” monitoring of all 
2022 sites and projects to detect 
and prevent rights abuses.

“FIFa has an opportunity to 
help leave Qatar a better place 
for migrant workers,” it said.

on march 20, a minimum 
wage of $275 a month came 
into force for all workers in 
Qatar, touted by Doha as a first 
for the region.

The labour ministry has said 
the changes will “boost invest-
ment in the local economy and 
drive economic growth”.

In october 2019, Qatar 
announced plans to scrap key 
aspects of its controversial 
“kafala” labour rules, including 
the requirement for some work-
ers to obtain employers’ per-
mission to change jobs and exit 
permits to leave the country.

rights groups have long said 
the system in Qatar fuelled 
abuses. AFP
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Leicester rock man Utd to reach Fa cup 
semis, chelsea face man city in last four
L

eicester sent manchester 
United crashing out of the 
Fa cup as Kelechi iheana-
cho’s double sealed a 3-1 

win, while chelsea will face man-
chester city in the semi-finals after 
beating sheffield United on sun-
day.

Brendan rodgers’ side can look 
forward to meeting southampton 
in their first Fa cup semi-final since 
1982 thanks to iheanacho’s predatory 
finishing at the King Power stadium.

he put Leicester ahead in rodgers’ 
100th game in charge before mason 
Greenwood equalised late in the first 
half.

Youri tielemans restored Leices-
ter’s lead and Nigeria striker iheana-
cho wrapped up only their second 
win over United in 23 years and their 
first since 2014.

Leicester, who have never won the 
Fa cup and last reached the final in 
1969, will head to Wembley to face 
southampton in april.

“i’m obviously delighted. it was a 
great performance. every aspect of 
the game was complete,” rodgers 
said.

“We showed courage to play against 
one of europe’s greatest teams. i told 
the players they were three games 
from history. Now it’s two.”

United’s limp exit ended their run 
of 29 away games without defeat in 
all domestic competitions since los-
ing at Liverpool in January 2020.

Without a trophy since the 2017 
europa League, that competition is 
now their last realistic chance of win-
ning the first silverware of boss Ole 
Gunnar solskjaer’s reign.

“We didn’t have the spark but it’s 
understandable. We played every 
three days and been on a great run. it 
just caught up with us, all the games 
and travels,” solskjaer said.

“thursday in milan was a big night 
and took a lot of out of us physically. 
We didn’t have the extra zip, author-
ity and confidence today.

“We’ve got the europa League and 
Premier League to concentrate on. 
Yes we would’ve liked to go to Wem-

bley but now all the focus is on the 
games we do have.”

after reaching the europa League 
quarter-finals with a win at ac mi-
lan in midweek, solskjaer made five 
changes and United’s reshuffled line-
up never looked comfortable.

Fred paid the price for a woeful 
mistake in the 24th minute.

When harry maguire played a risky 
ball out to Fred on the edge of the Unit-
ed area, the Brazilian’s panicked re-

sponse was a weak back-pass towards 
United keeper Dean henderson.

iheanacho nipped in to intercept 
it before rounding henderson and 
tapping into the empty net to make it 
eight goals in his last nine games.

United equalised in the 38th min-
ute when Pogba’s cross was cleverly 
dummied by Donny van de Beek and 
Greenwood slammed his shot past 
Kasper schmeichel from 12 yards.

Lacklustre United were still out of 

sorts and tielemans put Leicester 
back in front in the 52nd minute.

the Belgian midfielder advanced 
unchecked as United backed off and 
he took full advantage with a fine low 
finish from the edge of the area.

iheanacho killed off United in the 
78th minute with a clinical header 
from marc albrighton’s free-kick.

Chelsea set up City clash
at stamford Bridge, thomas 

tuchel’s much-changed side were 
below their best but still earned a 
potentially thrilling showdown with 
quadruple chasers manchester city 
by beating sheffield United 2-0.

Oliver Norwood’s 24th-minute 
own goal, the midfielder turning Ben 
chilwell’s shot into the net, put them 
on course for the last four.

hakim Ziyech came off the bench 
to finish chilwell’s pass in second-
half stoppage time.

the Blues are back in the Fa cup 
semi-finals for a fourth time in the 
last five seasons after losing last 
year’s final against arsenal.

chelsea won the last of the club’s 
eight Fa cups under antonio conte 
in 2018.

“We had a good first half where 
we controlled everything. We lost 
control in the second half. after 14 
consecutive matches, i could feel we 
were tired and we made many little 
mistakes,” tuchel said.

since replacing the sacked Frank 
Lampard in January, tuchel is unbeat-
en in 14 games in all competitions.

chelsea have kept 12 clean sheets in 
that period, shutting out the opposi-
tion in their last seven matches. AFP

hamilton faces serious challenge in pursuing 8th title
LeWis hamilton begins his bid 
for an unprecedented eighth 
drivers’ world championship 
this week facing a cluster of 
challenges to his crown, as For-
mula One launches its cost-
cutting era with a record 
23-race global calendar.

the defending champion 
passed his 36th birthday in 
January and struggled this 
month in pre-season testing, 
which was dominated by max 
Verstappen and a reinvigorated 
red Bull, having after long 
delays committed to only a one-
year contract, for 2021, during 
the sport’s brief off-season.

after contracting covid-19 
and duly missing the sakhir 
Grand Prix last year, hamilton 
had returned to be beaten in 
the season-ending abu Dhabi 
race by Verstappen – a ‘blip’ 
that may be seen by some as an 
early signal of a decline in his 
powers, which will have 
encouraged not only the young 
Dutchman, but others.

after reeling off seven con-
secutive constructors’ champi-
onships – and seven ‘doubles’ of 
team and driver titles – hamil-
ton’s ‘black arrows’ are under 
serious threat and both he and 
teammate Bottas know it.

“they’re going to be a differ-
ent animal this year,” hamilton 
said of red Bull, after testing at 
sakhir’s Bahrain international 
circuit, where the jumbo-sized 
2021 season, a second in suc-
cession to run under pandem-
ic protocol conditions, begins.

“they’ve had some really 
good running with a strong line-
up of the two drivers and a 
really good car. having seen 
them win the last race, you can 
only assume they’re going to be 
right there, at the front, in the 
first race. it’s going to be a great 
long battle with them this 
year.”

the prospect of a long-await-
ed wheel-to-wheel ‘battle royal’ 
between the sport’s most out-
standing drivers, notwithstand-
ing Fernando alonso’s return, 
will be welcomed by F1 fans 
worldwide as an antidote to the 
predictability of last year when 
hamilton won 11 and team-
mate Bottas two of the 17 rac-
es.

as Verstappen and his new 
red Bull teammate sergio Perez 
ran smoothly through 369 trou-
ble-free laps in testing, mer-
cedes struggled to complete 
304, hamilton spinning off 
twice and suffering gearbox 

problems.
the team’s chief strategist 

James Vowles admitted: “No-
one up and down the paddock 
will be able to pin-point where 
they are exactly, but there are  a 
few trends – and i would say 
red Bull are ahead on perform-
ance.

“they are the class act from 
this test, but it is only a test. it 
is not a race.”

he conceded that a close sea-
son is in prospect, as hamilton 
also forecast as he digs into his 
reserves for a 15th consecutive 
year and, this time, in direct 
competition with a ferocious 
competitor who is 13 years his 
junior.

Verstappen was delighted by 
his team’s powerful signal of 
intent in recruiting Perez and 
then shining in testing, but he 
said nothing could indicate 
their competitiveness until 
after qualifying at the opening 
race, the first to run with ‘finan-
cial regulations’ embedded in 
the rule book.

an early result of the cost cuts 
was that testing was reduced to 
only three days while team 
spending in operational budg-
ets this year is capped at $145 
million. a further reduction to 

$140 million is planned for 
2022 when the sport’s latest 
radical overhaul is set to be 
introduced.

that means this season will 
see only minor tweaks to the 
rules affecting the cars, but the 
combination of reduced budg-
ets and other changes may pro-
vide a greater challenge to big 
factory teams like mercedes or 
Ferrari, than their smaller 
opponents.

Speed in testing
red Bull know how to win 

titles – they won four drivers’ 
championships in succession 
with sebastian Vettel – and in 
adrian Newey possess arguably 
the finest car designer of the 
modern era.

Verstappen’s speed in testing 
suggested they have a car to 
match his talent and ambitions 
this year.

if that proves true, hamilton’s 
assault on the records could be 
paused in a season that sees the 
arrival of two ‘new’ teams in 
aston martin, a re-branding of 
racing Point, and alpine, for-
merly renault, and two addi-
tional races at Zandvoort, for 
the first time since 1995, and 
Jeddah, in saudi arabia where 

a high-speed street circuit is 
anticipated.

in addition to two-time 
champion alonso returning 
with alpine, several drivers will 
be making debuts – mick schu-
macher, son of champion 
michael, lines up alongside 
russian Nikita mazepin for 
haas while highly-rated Japa-
nese Yuki tsunoda has replaced 
Daniil Kvyat at alpha tauri.

Furthermore, as a changing 
of the guard appears to be in 
the air, Perez’s switch to join 
Verstappen at red Bull made 
room for Vettel at aston martin 
while carlos sainz left mcLaren 
and took the German’s seat at 
Ferrari.

in turn, Daniel ricciardo 
joined mcLaren and was 
replaced at alpine by alonso.

after a year in the doldrums, 
Ferrari hope to lead the chase 
behind the leading duo ahead 
of a resurgent mcLaren, ambi-
tious alpine and aston martin, 
where Vettel seeks to recover 
his mojo.

hamilton, perhaps distract-
ed by his many off-track com-
mitments, will hope his well-
oiled team can recover to stay 
beyond their reach. Valtteri 
Bottas AFP

Lewis Hamilton leads Max Verstappen during the afternoon session of 
the first day of the Formula One pre-season testing on March 12. AFP

Leicester City defender Wesley Fofana (left) vies with Manchester United midfielder Paul Pogba during the English FA Cup quarter-
final football match at King Power Stadium in Leicester on Sunday. AFP
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