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‘Long-lasting’ 
health issues 
for over 1 in 3 
Covid victims
AT LEAST one in three 
patients hospitalised with 
Covid-19 suffer long-term 
health issues including mul-
tiple organ problems and 
deteriorated mental health, 
according to a review of 
studies looking at the lasting 
impact of the disease.

Published in the journal 
Nature Medicine earlier this 
week, the review looked at 
the frequency of symptoms 
among Covid “long-haul-
ers”, the most common of 
which include fatigue, 
shortness of breath, anxiety, 
depression, and post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

Authors of the research 
said the data pointed to an 
underappreciated health 
emergency that govern-
ments needed to study 
more closely and find ways 
to manage. 

“Given the millions of 
people infected by SARS-
CoV-2 globally, the long-
term cost on physical, cog-
nitive and mental aspects of 
health still remain to be 
seen,” said lead author Kar-
tik Sehgal, a medical oncol-
ogist at Boston’s Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute. 

“We may be capturing 
only the tip of the iceberg.”

While severe Covid-19in-
fects patients’ lungs – leav-
ing many with long term 
breathing issues – studies 
have shown that the virus 
also attacks other organs, 
leading to a variety of com-
plications including cardio-
vascular illness and chronic 
inflammation.

Sehgal and colleagues 
reviewed nine long-term 
studies from Europe, the US 
and China and found that 
several patients reported 
multiple organ problems 
months after they were dis-
charged from hospital.

Overall, they found that 
30 per cent of patients stud-
ied reported at least one 
symptom, such as fatigue, 
shortness of breath and 
psychiatric conditions.

One study in Italy of 143

coNtINuEd – pagE 10

Thou Vireak and Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Posts and Tele-
communications on March 23 
reiterated a call for the Kingdom’s 
telecom operators to improve 

the quality of mobile and internet ser-
vices in response to the growing number 
of users amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

The volume of internet access has 
seen a significant uptick since the Feb-

ruary 20 community outbreak, which 
has seen cases rise to nearly 1,300 as 
of March 24 and a transition online 
among state and private institutions, 
the ministry noted in a statement.

Mobile and internet service providers 
(ISPs) are to ensure efficient connectivi-
ty and minimal disruptions in, inter alia, 
distance learning, online work and so-
cial-network communication, it added.

“All telecom operators should follow 

the above instructions with a high spirit 
of responsibility,” the ministry said.

Tol Gnak, head of the ministry’s Gen-
eral Department of Posts and Telecom-
munications, stressed how central these 
operators are to the concerted national 
effort to contain the pandemic.

“The ministry understands the impor-
tant role that telecommunication ser-
vices play as part of the campaign to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19,” he said.

Sok Chenda, CEO of Angkor Data 
Communication Group Co Ltd (Me-
kongNet), welcomed the order and 
was keen to work with the ministry 
for the long run to improve the qual-
ity of internet services.

“We’ve been cooperating with the 
ministry, not just recently, but for 
many years. Take schools, banks and

Telecoms firms pressed to up 
services as internet use swells
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Masks a 
‘must’ in 
capital, 4 
provinces
Lay Samean 
and Mom Kunthear

MINISTER of Health Mam 
Bun Heng on March 24 issued 
a directive mandating that 
people wear face masks and 
maintain distancing in the 
capital and four provinces as 
the government seeks to con-
tain the ongoing outbreak of 
Covid-19.

“Phnom Penh and the prov-
inces of Preah Sihanouk, Kan-
dal, Prey Veng, and Siem Reap 
are Covid-19 hotspots linked 
to the February 20 community 
transmission, so face masks 
and social and physical distanc-
ing in these areas are a must,” 
he said.

The decision was made in 
conjunction with a prakas 
issued on March 22 detail-
ing such preventive mea-
sures amid the February 20 
outbreak, which has seen 
cases rise to nearly 1,300 as of 
March 24. The directive, Bun 
Heng said, takes effects from 
March 24 until further notice.

This followed a government 
sub-decree on March 12 on
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a monk beats a drum at botum Kongkea pagoda – also known as bak Kheng pagoda – across the tonle sap river in eastern phnom penh’s chroy 
changvar district. prime minister hun sen has requested that all pagodas ring bells and beat drums at the same time, five times per day, as a way 
to remind people to stay vigilant and follow precautionary health measures. HONG MENEA



Nov Sivutha

T
HE Ministry of Justice 
has deputised 360 offi-
cials from the Ministry 
of Land Management, 

Urban Planning and Construc-
tion, granting them limited 
judicial police powers to per-
form their inspection duties 
according to the construction 
law, Criminal Code and other 
provisions currently in force.

According to land manage-
ment minister Chea Sophara 
and justice minister Koeut Rith, 
the 360 officials come from 
nine different departments 
within the land management 
ministry. They include, among 
others, the general depart-
ment of construction and the 
department for research and 
land surveying. 

Before performing their 
functions, the officials must 
first take an oath before the 
courts in the provinces to 
which they are assigned.  

The announcement said the 
officials will have jurisdiction 
over the administrative cen-
tres where they are assigned 
to work and are expected to 
carry out their duties in ac-
cordance with the law. 

Land ministry spokesman 
Seng Lot could not be reached 
for comment on March 24. 

Justice ministry spokesman 
Chin Malin said the move was 
necessary as, by law, only the 
police can engage in law en-
forcement activity.

“Specialists within other min-
istries who routinely engage in 
the prevention of criminal of-
fences by investigating such 
activities and apprehending 
the offenders must be deput-
ised by the justice ministry to 
ensure their work is done le-
gally,” he explained.

Malin noted that the move 
was not without precedent as 
the justice ministry had pre-
viously taken similar actions 
in the past in order to allow 

officials from other ministries 
to carry out law enforcement 
activities related to their areas 
of expertise.

Malin said all officials who have 
been deputised are required to 
take an oath of duty where they 
pledge to put national interests 
and public security before any 
other considerations.  

Kheang Puthy, chairman of 

the Association of Cambodi-
an Real Estate Professionals, 
supported the move, saying 
he hoped it would tighten 
inspection of construction 
sites and raise the standard of 
quality for Cambodia’s con-
struction sector.

Puthy pointed to the col-
lapse of the buildings in Si-
hanoukville and Kep town as 

reasons for these inspectors 
to wield increased authority. 

“In the future, more and 
more high-rise buildings will 
be going up and their con-
struction needs to be closely 
inspected. Penalties must 
be imposed on anyone who 
breaks the law or any devel-
oper who tries to cheat on 
construction,” Puthy said.
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Long Kimmarita

A FORMER Pailin provincial 
health department official 
who has been dismissed after 
posting Facebook messages 
accusing officials from other 
departments of inaction amid 
the community outbreak of 
Covid-19 has lodged a protest 
with the ministries of Health 
and Civil Service. 

Pailin governor Ban Srey-
mom on March 19 issued a 
letter of dismissal to Khem 
Monykosal, citing profession-
al misconduct.

The termination came after 
Monykosal took to social me-

dia criticising officials at quar-
antine centres in the province.

“Distribution of food 
should not be the respon-
sibility of the medical staff 
alone. Officials from relevant 
departments should contrib-
ute and not just go there and 
sit around posting photos of 
themselves at the centre just 
to show off on Facebook,” one 
of the posts said.

Monykosal told The Post on 
March 24 after lodging a com-
plaint to the ministries that 
what he had said on social 
media was just an expression 
of his views and feelings he 
had experienced and wanted 
to find a solution.

“I submitted this complaint 
seeking justice because I was 

wrongfully sacked. It doesn’t 
seem to be legally correct. I 
want experts who are in the 
[medical] profession and the 
[health] ministry to look into 
this and reinstate me,” he said.

Sreymom declined to com-
ment. Health ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment on 
March 24. 

Civil service ministry 
spokesman Chhoeun Bun-
narath told The Post: “I can 
say that this work is in the 
hands of the sub-national 
administration and I haven’t 
seen any formal letter. 

“I will ask my administra-

tion department and if there 
is a complaint, the ministry 
will take action. But I can’t 
give an answer yet.”

Yin Mengly, Battambang-
Pailin provincial coordinator 
for rights group Adhoc, told 
The Post on March 24 that 
Monykosal had been criti-
cised by authorities about the 
posts. He said it was not ille-
gal and was merely a matter 
of expression.

“Is it necessary to take action 
against him for the [Facebook] 
posts? Did the authorities re-
search the posts to see if they are 
true or not? Does this amount 
to an incitement?” he said. 

Mengly hoped that the two 
ministries would seek justice 
for Monykosal.

Outspoken health 
official protests at 
dismissal from post

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MINISTRY of Water Resources 
and Meteorology on March 23 
issued a thunderstorm warn-
ing for March 24-30, with 
showers expected to be espe-
cially heavy in central lowland 
areas.

The storm warning comes 
about  after a team of meteo-
rologists examined the evo-
lution of the Pacific high and 
low pressure fronts coming 
from Indonesia, which are 
dominating some northeast-
ern provinces and the south-
western part of Cambodia.

The weather forecasters 
predicted that the central 
lowlands and coastal ar-
eas will see rain showers to 
varying extents along with 
thunderstorms. Dangrek 
Mountains and the north-
eastern plateau will have 
little rainfall.

The ministry reminded 
residents living in the remote 
lowland areas to be vigilant 
against rainstorms and thun-
derstorms as they had the po-
tential to turn dangerous in 
the right conditions. 

Currently the weather in 

the coastal areas is clear 
with light or no winds, ac-
cording to Preah Sihanouk 
provincial Department of 
Water Resources and Me-
teorology director Heng 
Sophomrith. 

“But from Wednesday to 
Tuesday next week, sea fisher-
men will not be allowed to set 
sail far from the offshore fish-
ing area in the outer stream 
into the open sea because 
they may face storms and big 
waves,” he said.

Kim Chhun, a fisherman in 
O’Chrov commune of Preah 
Sihanouk province’s Prey 
Nop district, told The Post 
on March 24 that when the 
weather is very gloomy the 
sea fishermen do not go fish-
ing anyway. 

But if the sky was clear and 
there was just a little rainfall, 
he said  the villagers would 
still go fishing as usual with-
out any fears.

“As usual, when the sky is 
clear like this – even if it rains 
a little bit – it is not danger-
ous, but we just can’t catch 
much fish on those days be-
cause they swim into deeper 
waters,” he said. 

Ministry sounds alarm 
ahead of thunderstorm

Policing powers authorised 
for 360 building inspectors

Banteay Meanchey provincial land management department officials inspect a construction site in Poipet 
town last year. banteay meanchey provincial land management department

I submitted this complaint 
seeking justice because I was 
wrongfully sacked. It doesn’t 

seem to be legally correct
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health measures to prevent the 
spread of covid-19 and other conta-
gious diseases. 

according to article 19 of the sub-
decree, anyone caught not wearing a 
mask in locations designated by the 
health ministry faces a fine of between 
200,000 and one million riel ($50 and 
$250) after the first warning. 

meanwhile, Prime minister hun 
Sen took to social media on march 24 
thanking people for following the health 
ministry’s preventive measures and for 
their patience and understanding. 
he also reiterated call for the public 
to stay indoors and refrain from trav-
elling – or wear a mask, maintain dis-
tancing and wash hands frequently 
otherwise – amid the ongoing com-
munity outbreak. 

The prime minister also request-
ed that all pagodas throughout the 
country ring bells and beat drums at 
the same time – five times per day 
at 5am, 11am, 2pm, 5pm and 8pm 
– as a way to remind people to stay 
vigilant and follow precautionary 
health measures.  

The simultaneous bell ringing and 
drumming, he said, should continue 
until the February 20 outbreak ends. 

re Sath, the Kesararam pagoda chief 
monk in Siem reap province, said 
ringing bells and beating drums are 
an ancient Khmer tradition. monks 
and other Buddhists have tradition-
ally used this practice to alert villagers 
that something bad was happening. 

“Doing this will symbolically chase 
away bad things and also celebrate 
achievements and successes in the 
local villages and at the pagoda as 
well,” he said. 

On march 24, the ministry reported 
29 new cases of covid-19, all but two 
of which were linked to the February 
20 outbreak, bringing the country’s 
third community transmission cases 
to 1,293 with 527 recoveries.  

Pagodas to ring 
bell, beat drum 
as a ‘reminder’

Virus detection efforts to expand 
with three new testing machines
Long Kimmarita

T
hE chinese embassy in 
Phnom Penh said a large 
covid-19 laboratory test-
ing machine donated by 

china will arrive in Preah Sihanouk 
province as early as april. cambodia 
plans to install three more of these 
testing machines to serve areas with 
high exposure to the virus.

In a Facebook post, the embassy 
said that in addition to the testing 
machinery they would send a team 
of experts to cambodia to help set 
up the machines and train people to 
use them.

“after the installation of this test 
machine in a laboratory, the samples 
from Preah Sihanouk, Kep, Kampot 
and other nearby provinces will be 
brought there and this will enable 
cambodia to accelerate its testing,” 
the embassy said. 

ministry of health secretary of 
state York Sambath said the minis-
try would begin using two of these 
polymerase chain reaction testing 
machines to detect covid-19 right 
away and that they expected one 
more of them to arrive next month. 

“Two large covid-19 testing ma-
chines will arrive in cambodia soon. 
The first machine will arrive next 
week and will be installed at the Na-
tional Blood Transfusion centre. The 
other is scheduled to arrive on april 
19 and will be installed at the Na-
tional Institute of Public health,”she 
said.

Sambath said the third testing ma-
chine that would be installed in Preah 
Sihanouk province will speed up the 
testing of people’s samples for covid-
19 for the southern coastal region.  
On march 29, a team of experts from 
china were due to arrive in cambo-
dia to help with the installation. 

Dr hen Pheareak, an expert in respi-
ratory tract infections, told The Post 
the assistance of partner countries, 
especially china, was a positive sign 
because cambodia still has shortages 
of medical materials. 

Pheareak said china was knowl-
edgeable about the infection and 
knew how to manage it and this as-
sistance would help find the sources 
of infections and contain them. 

“china understands the situation. 
If our testing is slow, then it will be 
difficult to control the disease.  right 
now our priority must be to increase 
our testing capacity and efficiency 
so that we can get test results back 
quickly for any location and then 
things will improve,” he said.

Pheareak said that in response to 
the February 20 community out-
break, cambodia should create more 

laboratory capacity in the provinces 
as soon as possible to ensure that 
sample testing and results can be 
processed faster.

“Based on the ministry’s data, our 
country is handling this situation bet-
ter than many other countries. But 
our next step must be to enforce the 
law. We can’t be lax in enforcing it be-
cause if we hesitate we’ll have a stron-
ger outbreak of the virus,” he said.

Illustration of design for Covid-19 laboratory testing centre in Sihanoukville. Chinese embassy

Lay Samean

ThE National Police have ar-
rested a man for using social 
media to discourage garment 
workers from getting covid-
19 vaccinations in Kampong 
chhnang province. 

“This video is for all gar-
ment workers. If you are 
vaccinated with [china’s] 
Sinopharm vaccine, a few 
years from now you will die. 
Brothers and sisters working 
for garment factories don’t 
need it. Believe me. You don’t 
need chinese vaccines,” the 
man allegedly said in a Tik-
Tok video. 

according to the National 
Police’s report, municipal po-
lice chief Sar Thet ordered of-
ficers to locate the man short-
ly after seeing the post.

“The man was apprehend-
ed on march 24 for his in-
volvement in spreading fake 
news about covid-19 vacci-
nations,” the report said.

Thet said the suspect will be 
sent to court on march 25. 

according to ministry of 
Justice spokesperson Kim 

Santepheap, intentionally 
preventing others from get-
ting vaccinated by any means 
is an offence punishable by 
imprisonment.

“article 11 of the covid-19 
law states that interfering 
with law enforcement car-
ries a prison sentence of up 
to three years and a fine of 
between two and 10 mil-
lion riel ($500 and $2,500),” 
Santepheap said in a recent 
Facebook post. 

ministry of Labour and Vo-
cational Training spokesman 
heng Sour called on all work-
ers and those in the informal 
economy to get inoculated. 

“Please brothers and sisters, 
believe in science and the 
vaccines that the government 
has procured. my friends and 
I have already been vacci-
nated and it has not damaged 
our health,” he said. 

as of march 23, a total of 
241,593 people have volun-
teered for vaccination with 
the astraZeneca’s vaccine, 
marketed as covishield, and 
china’s Sinopharm, accord-
ing to the health ministry.

man arrested after 
ranting on Tik-Tok 
about vaccination

Water shortages hit outer suburbs
Mom Kunthear

arOUND 40,000 families in 
the Phnom Penh suburbs are 
expected to face water short-
ages in the dry season. To ad-
dress the issue, the Phnom 
Penh Water Supply authority 
(PPWSa) has made provisions 
to provide water to them, a 
senior PPWSa official said.

In a Facebook post on 
march 23, PPWSa director-
general Sim Sitha said the au-
thority would allow residents 
to take water from municipal 
sources at 16 locations in the 
suburbs. residents can also 
get water from fire engines 
deployed on public roads. 

“We have also prepared 
trucks in collaboration with 
Phnom Penh municipal hall 
in dispensing water for people 
when there are water shortag-
es. These are the precautions 
we have implemented and the 
water that we will distribute is 
free of charge,” he said.

currently, PPWSa can pro-
duce about 600,000m3 of clean 
water per day, but public de-
mand for water is more than 
700,000m3 per day. This short-
fall as well as low water pressure 
has affected citizens who have 
to wait for water in some outer 
suburbs, especially at night.

according to the senior official, 

generally, full water pressure is 
in the centre of Phnom Penh 
while weak pressure is in com-
munes on the city’s outskirts.

“For this work, we have a 
clear master plan for water us-
age in Phnom Penh and Kandal 
province’s Takhmao town. We 
also have a long-term plan, and 
we are also cooperating with 
development partners through 
the government to find invest-
ment to build more water treat-
ment plants as well,” he said.

Sim Sitha noted that PPWSa 
has recently inaugurated a 

clean water construction site 
in chroy changvar district’s 
Bak Kheng commune, with 
phase I of the project expected 
to be completed in mid-2022 
and the second in mid-2023.

“Therefore, between 2023 and 
2025 we can address residents’ 
concerns over water shortages 
and [successfully] implement 
the government’s policy for ev-
erybody to have 100 per cent 
clean water by 2025,” he said.

Sitha said PPWSa plans to 
build a new water treatment 
facility in TaKhmao town with 

a grant from the Japanese gov-
ernment. PPWSa, he added, is 
currently preparing the bidding 
documents. another project to 
build a facility in Boeung Thom 
near the Prampi makara dam in 
Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district 
with a grant from the czech 
republic is also in the pipeline. 
Both projects are scheduled to 
be completed in 2024.

PPWSa has recently called 
on residents to use water spar-
ingly to enable those living on 
the outskirts to have enough 
water during the dry season. 

Water tanks in Phnom Penh’s Kamboul commune. FaCebook
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Mom Kunthear

ThE ministry of health has 
prohibited four Facebook 
accounts from selling their 
products as they are not reg-
istered and have not been 
given permission to advertise 
by the ministry, according to 
a march 23 notice.

The four Facebook ac-
counts were identified as 
Our health and Beauty, 
which sells a product la-
belled as huatuozhich-
uanggao; GET ONE, selling 
Sirulinachherein (GET cE); 
and Thy Na Beauty Skin 
care and Thy Na Organic 
Skin care, both advertising 
cosmetic products.

“The products advertised 
on these Facebook accounts 
are not registered with the 
health ministry,” the an-
nouncement said.

cambodian laws require 
that medicines or health 
products of all kinds receive 
a registration number from 
the health ministry and the 
vendor must request per-
mission before advertising 
them.

“In order to avoid wasting 
your money or risking nega-
tive impacts on your health, 
stop using these medicines 
and products. They have no 

clear source and no one can 
guarantee their quality or 
safety,” the notice said.

The owner of the Our 
health and Beauty Facebook 
page, Suon Sovannarith, told 
The Post on march 24 that 
he would suspend all sales 
activities for now and work 
with the ministry to ensure 
his products are legally reg-
istered.

“actually, the products I’m 
selling have been sold by 
many people whereas I want-
ed a monopoly on them for 
my company, but I won’t be 
selling any of them for now,” 
he said.

Sovannarith said he has 
sold the huatuozhichuang-
gao products, which were 
imported from china, for less 
than a year.

“This is going to be tough. If 
I don’t sell them, I will have no 
income – and it wasn’t much 
income to begin with. I was 
only making $10 or $20 a day 
and using that to get by dur-
ing the covid-19 crisis. But 
if I sell them now, the minis-
try will take legal action,” he 
said.

he added that clients who 
bought the products and used 
them had not reported any 
health problems or made any 
complaints about them.

ministry prohibits
online selling of 
unregistered drugs

BEEP helps dropouts study
Voun Dara

T
hE ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sport 
and the ministry of 
Labour and Vocation-

al Training have announced 
the launch of a curriculum for 
students who have dropped 
out of school as part of the 
Basic Education Equivalency 
Programme (BEEP).

Education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha told The 
Post on march 24 the cur-
riculum was designed to pro-
vide an opportunity to school 
dropouts to complete an edu-
cation equivalent to Grade 9. 

he said this will allow them 
to pursue their studies at ed-
ucational institutions, tech-
nical training and vocational 
institutions or by attending 
high school.

“The education and labour 
ministries have seen the suc-
cess of this programme un-
dertaken in collaboration 
with UNEScO and that is why 
we wish to promote the cur-
riculum developed for drop-
out students,” he said.

In 2020, BEEP was operating 
in 21 study centres in Phnom 
Penh and the provinces of 
Siem reap, Battambang, Koh 
Kong, Kandal, Tbong Kh-
mum, Banteay meanchey, 
Kampong Speu, Takeo, Kam-
pong chhnang and Kampong 
Thom provinces.

an additional 10 study cen-
tres were also operated by the 
education ministry.

In 2020, the study centres 
served 718 students who had 
dropped out of school prior 
to enrolling in the BEEP pro-
gramme along with 131 stu-
dents who were enrolled in the 
centres under the supervision 
of the education ministry.

In the first quarter of this 
year, 109 drop-out students 
had resumed their education 
through the BEEP programme. 
Four exams were taken by 
42 students, with 38 of them 
passing. Ten of those students 

are now planning to enrol at 
the JVc technical college.

The announcement also 
noted that cambodia had been 
successful in promoting prima-
ry school education, resulting in 
a 92 per cent rate of enrolment. 

however, dropping out of 
school was still a common 
problem around grades 7, 8 
and 9 which has the effect of 
reducing the graduation rate 
for secondary school to just 
45 per cent.

Sao Vanna, executive director 

of the Kampuchean action for 
Primary Education, said: “This 
education programme is part 
of a national policy that aims 
to ensure that all citizens have 
access to basic education.

“It provides opportunities 
for youths who have dropped 
out of school to be able to 
pursue their education and 
graduate at a basic level. The 
goal is to prepare them for 
additional vocational train-
ing through the institutions 
of the labour ministry.”

Migrants and their children returning from Thailand through Poipet border checkpoint in Banteay Meanchey 
province last year. police



Orm Bunthoeurn

FORESTRY crimes are still occurring in 
the Phnom Oral Wildlife Sanctuary and 
the National Park in the Cardamom 
Mountains in Pursat province, a promi-
nent environment activist said. 

Chea Hean, director of the environmen-
tal watchdog Anti-Corruption, Natural 
Resource Protection and Civil Rights Pro-
tection (ACNCIPO), alleged that environ-
mental officials do not seem concerned 
about apprehending perpetrators.

Chea said on March 24 that he was in-
vestigating natural resource crimes in the 
sanctuary and the national park and dis-

covered that crimes were still being com-
mitted. He saw a truck transporting timber 
and machinery in the area, but environ-
mental officials did not arrest anyone.

“From my observation, we could hear 
a sawmill in the forest when we entered 
the forest in both the Cardamom moun-
tain conservation and sanctuary areas. 
Rangers didn’t seem interested in pre-
venting crime. They stayed in the air-
conditioned room and said there is no 
forest crime,” he said.

He said perpetrators concealed timber 
in many places, but he was not clear how 
many trees have been cut down and how 
much forest had been cleared.

“They drop 10, 20 or 30 logs in one 
place. So we do not know how many cu-
bic metres have been cut down yet, be-
cause we are still investigating this. We 
also don’t know how much deforestation 
has occurred. I am preparing a map and 
will submit a report at the end of this 
survey,” he said.

Chea said when rangers went into the 
forest no crimes happened, because de-
tails of their movements could have been 
revealed to the criminals. They should 
quietly patrol the forest if they want to 
gather evidence.

After collecting enough evidence of 
crimes, Chea would invite rangers and 
expert officials to examine the informa-
tion. He requested that the environment 
ministry be open to civil society organi-
sations as well as the community, asso-
ciations, monks and people so that they 
can participate in preventing natural re-
sources crime.

Provincial environment department di-
rector Kong Puthyra declined to comment.

Environment ministry spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said his ministry has al-
ways welcomed other partners in the 
protection and conservation of natural 
resources and biodiversity in protected 
areas. But the partners must understand 
the laws and regulations, he said.

“The first thing we think is about is 
their safety. This is because the perpe-
trators also have weapons. That is why it 
is necessary for them to cooperate with 
park rangers. Secondly, they are not of-
ficially police officers, so if they make an 
arrest on behalf of the rangers, that is il-
legal,” he said.

National
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Voun Dara

CAMBODIAN children who 
return from Thailand have 
difficulty to pursue their stud-
ies in Cambodia, according to 
a finding presented by PLAN 
International Cambodia dur-
ing a sub-national forum on 
“Access to Education for Mi-
grant Children”. 

The forum was organised in 
collaboration with the Min-
istry of Education, Youth and 
Sport, partner organisations 
and a network of children and 
youth groups.

Chhim Phanna, a child 
protection specialist at Plan 
International Cambodia, told 
The Post on March 21 that the 
forum aimed to raise aware-
ness among stakeholders on 
migration issues, especially 
hurdles to children’s educa-
tion. The forum encourages 
more attention on services to 
help these children access a 
full education.

“The forum also promotes 
a pilot programme of Khmer 
language classes for children 
in Klong Yai district of Thai-
land’s Trat province from a 
school in Cham Yeam district 
of [Cambodia’s] Koh Kong 
province. This is achieved 
with technical support from 
the project technical team in 
collaboration with the min-
istry, Plan International and 
Cambodia Acts,” he said.

Phanna said the forum had 
just started with the coordi-
nation of Plan International 
Cambodia and child network 
at the provincial level, such as 
Siem Reap and Battambang, 
which are the project’s target 
provinces.

Plan International Cambodia 
and Plan International Thai-
land had jointly implemented 
a project to end exploitation 
through the strengthening of 
appropriate response services 
with a three-year budget sup-

ported by Sweden that ended 
in 2020.

In late 2020, the Foundation 
for Rural Youth – a local NGO in 
Thailand – conducted a study 
on the education of Cambo-
dian children who migrated 
to Thailand with their parents 
and some were born there.

The study found that 1,322 
Cambodian children were 
studying in Thailand’s Kh-
long Yai province bordering 
Cambodia’s Koh Kong, 500 
of whom were in 4th to 9th 
grades at Thai public schools. 
But the number decreased 
when they get older as they 
had to return to Cambodia 
with their parents who had 
lost their jobs in Thailand.

“The problem is that when 
children return to Cambo-
dia, it is difficult for them to 
continue their education at 
the same grade level because 
they cannot speak Khmer or 
they have a different curricu-
lum. Therefore, the children 
go to a lower grade than in 
Thailand,” Phanna said.

Hour Bopha, Child and 
Youth Support Team Leader 
at the NGO Child Rights Coali-
tion Cambodia, told The Post 
on March 23 that a network 
led by children and youth on 
March 20-21 organised an on-
line meeting in Battambang 
and Siem Reap provinces to 
raise public awareness about 
the forum. The awareness rais-
ing targeted local authorities, 
caretakers and children on the 
importance of access to educa-
tion for migrant children.

“On April 19, we will gather 
to make a statement about 
the migration of Cambodian 
children to Thailand. After 
making this statement, we 
will take suggestions and rec-
ommendations into discus-
sion with stakeholders who 
have the right to work on the 
migrant children’s challeng-
es,” she said.

Migrant children
struggle at school
post-Thailand trip

No fines for tourism sector

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Tour-
ism has decided to 
waive fines for tourist 
businesses that have 

been late in applying or have 
yet to apply for licences until 
the end of this year. This came 
after 30 per cent of tourist 
businesses nationwide filed 
for closure or suspension of 
their operations. 

In a notice, the ministry 
said because the Covid-19 
crisis has yet to subside and 
in order to ease pressure on 
the tourist sector, all related 
businesses in the country 

that have to renew or apply 
for tourist licences would be 
temporarily spared the fine of 
two million riel ($500).

“Tourist businesses must 
apply for or renew licences at 
the tourism ministry or sub-
national administration by 
the end of the year,” the no-
tice said.

Chhun Makara, director of 
the the ministry’s travel agen-
cy, transport and tourism 
guide department, told The 
Post on March 23 the defer-
ral of the fine was intended to 
keep tourist businesses afloat 
as some had suspended op-
erations.

“The waiver of fines for ap-
plying for a tourist licence 
focuses on accommodation, 
food services, travel agencies, 
tourist resorts, sports tourism 
and tour guides,” he said.

Makara confirmed that the 
ministry had currently re-
ceived applications from 30 
per cent of tourist business 
owners to close or suspend 
operations. The number, he 
said, could be higher amid 
the ongoing outbreak of 
Covid-19.

Cambodia Association of 
Travel Agents (CATA) presi-
dent Chhay Sivlin told The 
Post on March 23 that the 

prolonged Covid-19 crisis 
had devastated the tourism 
industry, warranting govern-
ment support.

“This assistance helps busi-
nesses to reduce spending 
because they aren’t generat-
ing income as they did previ-
ously,” she said.

From January to March, 
2020, Cambodia had received 
1.16 million international 
tourists, a decrease of 38 per 
cent over the same period in 
2019. In the second quarter of 
2020, the number of tourists 
had dropped by 90 per cent, 
according to figures from the 
ministry.

International tourists at a restaurant in Siem Reap before the Covid-19 pandemic. HONG MENEA

Activist alleges ranger ‘inaction’

A truck filled with illegally logged wood in Oral Wildlife Sanctuary. FAcEbOOk



Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,680 16,700 16,680

2 GTI 4,100 4,060 4,100 4,060

3 PAS 13,260 13,300 13,420 13,140

4 PEPC 3,150 3,100 3,150 3,000

5 PPAP 13,180 13,000 13,300 13,000

6 PPSP 1,840 1,900 1,900 1,790

7 PWSA 6,360 6,380 6,400 6,320

Date: March 24, 2021
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4,061 1.2571 6.5199 108.67 4.1305 1.3454 31.01 0.7621 1.1834 1.3723

Continued from page 1

other companies, for example – my 
company has increased internet fibre 
speeds for them so that they can carry 
out online classes smoothly,” she said.

Smart axiata co Ltd cEO Thomas 
hundt joined chenda’s show of soli-
darity, noting that his firm has han-
dled the increased traffic well.

he told The Post: “We are happy 
and proud of being able to play our 
parts in keeping the country con-
nected with their friends and family, 
enabling students to continue their 
online study and helping businesses 
run online when people start to work 
from home amid the pandemic.

“recently, Smart has also provided 

free 60 minute on-net calls every day 
to Smart subscribers and free 1GB 
Internet data to our customers who 
wish to recharge their credit digitally 
via SmartNas or Smart’s website.

“In terms of our network capac-
ity, Smart keeps rapidly rolling out 
new sites and upgrading capacity 
to serve the growing data consump-
tion, keeps monitoring and optimis-
ing the network 24/7.

“This year we allocate more than 
$90 million to invest in network 
capacity and coverage expansions 
across the country. hundreds of 
network sites will be built to better 
serve the purpose of elevating the 
digital economy of cambodia.

“We are also working on a daily 

basis with [the ministry] and Trc 
[Telecommunication regulator of 
cambodia] to address challenges 
impacting quality of service such 
as overcoming restricted access 
to boreys [gated-community resi-
dential projects] and new develop-
ment areas in regard to deploying 
additional base stations, removing 
sources for interference such as 
unlicensed signal boosters and re-
peaters, et cetera.

“The current pandemic has 
shown how much the modern age 
depends on and requires strong 
and progressive telecom networks 
and services, and a leapfrog in qual-
ity of service could be achieved by 
launching 5G in urban areas and 

by allocating additional spectrum 
resources to increase network’s 
bandwidth,” he said.

Telecoms minister chea Vandeth 
confirmed on march 16 that the 
number of internet users during the 
crisis has increased to 15.5 million, 
including mobile internet users.

“Nearly one million locations” are 
connected to the internet via the 
Kingdom’s underground, underwa-
ter and aerial fibre networks, he said.

“at the same time, there are some 
challenges that make users complain 
about the slow internet service, which 
affects the daily work process, as well 
as online study,” Vandeth said.

The number of active mobile phone 
subscriptions to the Kingdom’s six 

operators was 20,481,051 as of the 
end of may, inching down 0.08 per 
cent from the same period last year, 
the latest statistics from Trc show.

This figure is the equivalent of 124.09 
per cent of the total population.

at the same time, the number of 
landline and fixed-line subscrip-
tions numbered just 52,480 as of the 
end of may, slipping 21.62 per cent 
from the same period last year.

The number of mobile internet 
subscriptions across cambodia’s 
seven providers also recorded a 
2.36 per cent drop to 14,863,435, 
whereas fixed broadband internet 
subscriptions across the Kingdom’s 
37 providers logged a 33.07 per cent 
climb to 249,132.

‘modern age depends on strong, progressive telecom networks, services’

May Kunmakara

SOUTh Korean-owned Phnom 
Penh commercial Bank Plc 
(PPcBank) announced a first 
coupon payout to investors in 
its second bond despite unrest 
in the cambodian economy 
fuelled by the spread of the 
covid-19 pandemic.

In a filing to the cambodia 
Securities Exchange (cSX) 
on march 24, PPcBank said 
1,284,734,121 riel ($315,000) 
was paid on 400,000 units of 
its foreign-exchange-indexed 
PPcB23B corporate bond – 
or 3,212 riel per unit – and 
transferred to each investor 
account on march 22.

PPcBank issued its first 
corporate bond PPcB23a on 
cSX on april 20 to raise $10 
million. and early in October, 
it raised another $10 million 
from the market with PP-
cB23B.

cSX vice-chairman ha 
Jong-weon remarked on how 
regular coupon payments il-
lustrate just how far the King-
dom’s bond market had come 
since its launch in 2017.

he told The Post on march 24: 
“This is a very pleasing devel-
opment, giving another [meth-
od of portfolio] diversification 
to the investors. Bond issuers, 

especially PPcBank, have been 
the very good role models for 
any other company looking to 
expand their business using 
other people’s money.

“PPcBank, with its two 
rounds of issuances, further 
showed the ability to get 
funding at almost any time as 
long as you are qualified for 
that.”

he stressed that the bond 
market does not merely tar-
get institutional investors.

While three of cSX’s six 
bond issuers issued their 
bonds under the aSEaN+3 
multi-currency Bond Issu-
ance Framework (amBIF) 
– which only allows institu-

tional investors, the issuanc-
es have been adjusted to suit 
market conditions, he said.

“While the market demand 
from investors such as insur-
ance companies, banks and 
other institution is high, pub-
lic investors still show little 
interest in investing in corpo-
rate bonds.

“Still, we’re encouraging 
the issuance[s] to public in-
vestors and believe that the 
investors will start looking to 
invest on low-risk financial 
instrument[s] such as corpo-
rate bonds in the future,” ha 
added.

PPcBank pays coupon 
interest on second bond

Three B’bang border gates open
Thou Vireak

c
amBODIa and Thai-
land agreed to re-
open three regional 
border checkpoints 

in Battambang province on 
march 23 to facilitate trade.

Battambang Provincial ad-
ministration deputy governor 
Soeum Bunrith told The Post 
the following day that goods 
began to flow across the 
checkpoints on the same day 
of the agreement.

he identified the crossings 
as O’anlok in Kamrieng dis-
trict, O’romduol in Phnom 
Proek district – linking to 
Soi Dao district in Thailand’s 
chanthaburi province – and 
International Border Gate No 
400 in Samlot district – con-
necting to Trat province’s Bo 
rai district.

“We opened these check-
points to allow goods pro-
duced by farmers [into Thai-
land] such as cassava, Keo 
romiet mangoes and red 
corn. With the harvest season 
underway, we knew we had to 
sort things out for farmers.

“Opening up [the check-
points] to goods traffic will 
prop up the livelihoods of the 
people in the border areas by 
setting up markets for them,” 
Bunrith said.

Provincial governor Nguon 
rattanak stressed in a march 
19 letter that the checkpoints 
would only be open to trade 
and to cambodian and Thai 
nationals, who must comply 
with covid-19 prevention 
measures.

“The exchange and load-
ing of goods must be done 
in the vicinity of each border 
gate. Freight passes through 
the gates from 8am to 5pm,” 
he said, adding that no more 
than two people would be al-
lowed per vehicle.

Provincial Department 
of commerce director Kim 
hout told The Post earlier this 
month that cassava exports to 
Thailand were about 100,000 
tonnes in January-February.

The average per-kilo-
gramme price of dried cassava 
in the province had surged by 

200 riel ($0.05) year-on-year 
to 870 riel, he said, adding 
that 80 per cent of the prov-
ince’s production is exported 
to Thailand.

The recent “floods have led 
to a decline in cassava yields 
but improved markets and 
prices this year”, hout said.

The trade volume between 
cambodia and Thailand 
reached $7.236 billion last 
year, tumbling 23.17 per cent 
from 2019, primarily due to 
the economic disruption of 
the covid-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to the Thai ministry 

of commerce.
Statistics show that cam-

bodia exported $1.148 billion 
in merchandise to Thailand 
in 2020, down 49.49 per cent 
year-on-year, and imported 
$6.089 billion, down 14.80 per 
cent from 2019.

and according to the coun-
cil for the Development of 
cambodia, Thailand is among 
the nine biggest investors in 
cambodia, pumping $967.89 
million in foreign direct in-
vestment into the country be-
tween 1994 and the end of the 
third quarter of 2017.

Cambodia and Thailand agreed to reopen O’Romduol and two other regional border checkpoints in Battambang 
province on March 23 to facilitate trade. REAKSMEY ID CARD VIA FACEBOOK

we believe that the investors will 
start looking to invest on low-risk 
financial instrument[s] such as 
corporate bonds in the future
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The gradual strengthening of the 
greenback along with rising US Treasury 
yields and an improving American 
economy has softened the price of gold 
in the first quarter of this year.

Investors are starting to eye lucrative 
US bonds after the market witnessed a 
10-year bond price rise from 0.917 per 
cent in early January to 1.726 per cent 
in March. 

These prevailing indicators have 
continued to undermine the gold price 

since the beginning of this year, and 
the downward price movement is likely 
to continue as more positive signals 
emerge from Washington. 

President Joe Biden’s success in 
getting his economic recovery package 
approved combined with several US 
Treasury policies have further bolstered 
the US bond market, Reuters reported 
on Tuesday.

US Secretary of the Treasury Janet 
Yellen also sees positive growth in the 
domestic economy after Biden’s $1.9 
trillion stimulus plan was approved. 

She said she believed that with the 
economic recovery plan, the number of 
employed people in the US will return 
to full by next year.

CNBC reported last week that US 
Federal Reserve chairman Jerome 
Powell had confirmed that the central 
bank will maintain its interest rates at 
near zero per cent until 2023.

Since the Covid-19 outbreak, 
investors have sought greater refuge  
in gold as a financial instrument to 
hedge their resources. 

But keeping bullion is not a 
good option when another financial 
instrument – the rate of interest – is 
rising in value as gold does not receive 
interest and storing it requires a fee. 

This will nudge investors into 
considering selling gold for a profit 
and investing in US bonds seeing rising 
interest rates. 

According to the technical analysis, 
the price of gold has moved in a bearish 
flow and run below the average line 
of $50. 

Investors can therefore use the 
opportunity to sell in the range of 
$1,755 to $1,740 per ounce by setting 
the stop-loss function at $1,765 and  
the take-profit function at $1,700 to 
$1,685 an ounce. 
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High-yielding US bonds clip price of gold in first quarter 

Analysis by Golden FX Link   
business manager Nhim Kosol.

Online brokerage platform 
robinhood, which has popu-
larised free stock trades and 
drawn scrutiny from regula-

tors, has filed confidentially 
for an initial public offering 
(iPO), media reports said on 
march 23.

axios and Bloomberg news 
cited people familiar with the 
matter, noting that robin-
hood had taken advantage of 
a regulation allowing for the 
iPO filing without immediate 
disclosure of its finances.

robinhood, which has 
sought to bring stock trades to 
a broader audience, has been 
at the centre of a controversy 
after it was used to pump up 
the prices of beaten-down 
stocks like GameStop, which 
has seen extreme volatility in 
its share price.

its co-founder and ceO 
Vlad Tenev was among ex-
ecutives called to testify at a 
recent congressional hearing 
on retail investing.

Tenev denied that the trad-
ing app was part of any effort 
to manipulate stock prices.

he told lawmakers: “all i 
can say is robinhood played 
it by the books.”

Details of the iPO were 
not immediately known but 
Bloomberg said the listing 
would be on the nasdaq ex-
change.

Some reports said robin-
hood’s market valuation could 
be as high as $40 billion.

The app popular among re-
tail investors has a stated goal 
to “democratise finance for 
all”, allowing free stock trades 
even for small amounts.

On the new York Stock ex-
change, GameStop’s share 
price fell $12.74 or 6.55 per 
cent to close at $181.75 on 
march 23 for a market capi-
talisation of $12.71 billion, 
with 14.43 million shares 
traded. AFP

Goldwell, hong Kong’s First asia 
ink deal on derivatives education

Online brokerage app robinhood 
files confidential iPO, reports say

intel unveils plans to 
spend $20B on two 
new US chip plants

May Kunmakara
 

l
Ocal broker Goldwell capital 
co ltd and hong Kong-based 
First asia merchants Bullion ltd 
will join forces to shore up the 

Kingdom’s burgeoning derivatives mar-
ket amid economic disruption in the re-
gional and global economies propelled 
by the spread of covid-19.

a memorandum of understanding 
(moU) on “Strategies for Sharing mar-
ket information and Promoting investor 
education” was virtually penned to this 
effect on march 17 by Securities and ex-
change regulator of cambodia (Serc) 
director-general Sou Socheat, Serc said 
in a press release.

Derivatives are financial securities tied 
to underlying assets. common assets in-
clude commodities, currencies, stocks and 
bonds. an investor can purchase contracts 
and their return is based on the market 
fluctuations of the asset.

The moU noted that it is designed 
to prop up the education, dissemina-
tion and sharing of market information 
among investors and improve the qual-
ity of services provided by both firms.

The deal will be carried out with a 
mindset of stability and innovation in 
line with professional standards to max-
imise profits made in derivatives trades, 
it added.

Socheat said at the signing ceremony that 
the derivatives market had become very vi-

brant with the number of licensed issuers 
progressively rising and trading volume 
logging substantial growth each year.

“With key brokerage-firm players ac-
tively directly piling into the market, the 
issuance of [new] derivatives products in 
cambodia is inevitable.

“in this sense, the market will only de-
velop in a fruitful and sustainable manner 
if players keep building their capabilities 
and human resources, and become ex-
perts that are able to provide professional 

and accountable services to customers,” 
he said.

Socheat noted that Serc launched de-
rivatives trading in 2016 with six licensed 
firms at the time, which has surged to 33 
as of end-2020.

The trading volume of the derivatives 
market rocketed from just $5 million in 
2017, to $84 million in 2018, to $200 mil-
lion in 2019 and topping $600 million 
last year even as the world grappled with 
the covid-19 pandemic, he said.

US chiP titan intel corp on 
march 23 said it will invest $20 
billion in building two new 
plants in the state of arizona as 
part of a plan to ramp up pro-
duction in the US and europe.

The move comes as a global 
chip shortage has countries and 
companies in those regions 
looking to reduce reliance on 
plants in asia for semiconduc-
tors, which are used in a growing 
array of products such as cars.

Secretary of commerce Gina 
raimondo said in a statement: 
“intel’s investment will help to 
preserve US technology innova-
tion and leadership, strengthen 
US economic and national se-
curity, and protect and grow 
thousands of high-tech, high-
wage american jobs.”

intel ceO Pat Gelsinger 
announced the investment 
during a webcast about the 
company’s strategy, as it faces 
pressure to come up with ways 
to fend off fierce competition.

he said: “intel is the only 
company with the depth and 
breadth of software, silicon 
and platforms, packaging, 
and process with at-scale 
manufacturing customers 
can depend on for their next-
generation innovations.”

Gelsinger stressed that in-
tel intends to continue doing 
most of its chip making at its 
own plants while also build-
ing on relationships with 
third-party manufacturers for 
some of its product line.

as part of a vision to be a ma-
jor producer of chips in the US 
and europe, intel is establishing 
a new manufacturing unit called 
“Foundry Services”, according 
to the Silicon Valley company.

moor insights and Strat-
egy analyst Patrick moorhead 

said: “Gelsinger’s disclosure 
gave me many reasons to be-
lieve intel is ‘back’ if the com-
pany can execute its plans.

“The $20 billion doubling 
down of manufacturing is 
bold.”

moorhead expected more 
investment by intel given the 
need expressed by the US and 
european governments for 
on-shore, leading-edge chip 
making.

“This isn’t intel hedging its 
manufacturing bets – it looks 
to me as if the company is all-
in,” the analyst said of tech gi-
ant’s plan.

intel said it took in $20 billion 
in revenue during the final quar-
ter of last year, little changed 
from a year earlier, amid robust 
sales of personal computers.

The company reported net in-
come of $5.9 billion in the quar-
ter, down a billion dollars from 
the same period a year earlier.

intel early this year approved 
an increased cash dividend of 
$1.39 per share in what may 
have been a move to placate 
activist investor Dan loeb of 
Third Point, who has called on 
intel to bolster its weakening 
position in the chip market.

The hedge fund has told the 
company it should consider 
outsourcing its manufactur-
ing operations to keep pace 
with rivals in the sector such 
as Taiwan-based TSmc and 
South Korean giant Samsung.

While intel remains one of 
the world’s leading chip com-
panies, it has lagged behind 
rivals in the fast-growing seg-
ment of mobile devices, and 
its chips are being phased out 
by apple, which is developing 
its own microprocessors for 
its mac computers. AFP

Securities and Exchange Regulator of Cambodia (SERC) director-general Sou Socheat (centre) at 
the MoU signing ceremony. serc

Intel is facing pressure to come up with bold ways to fend off fierce 
competition. GeTTY IMAGes/AFP

Robinhood has been at the centre of a controversy after it was used to 
pump up the prices of beaten-down stocks like GameStop, which has 
seen extreme volatility in its share price. AFP



A STUDY conducted by Krung-
sri Research indicates that the 
housing sector in six key Thai 
provinces will pick up in 2022-
2023 thanks to developers’ 
strategy of cutting prices to 
release stock.

Krungsri Research listed the 
provinces as Chiang Mai, Chon-
buri, Rayong, Nakhon Ratch-
asima, Khon Kaen and Phuket.

The research house also took 
a look at developers’ plans to 
expand investment in tourist 
and industrial centres to com-
pete with developers in Bang-
kok and its adjoining areas. 
This is reflected by the average 
eight-per-cent rise in land 
price in the six provinces last 
year compared to 2019.

Krungsri Research estimates 
that Thailand’s housing sector 
will either stabilise or shrink 
slightly in 2021 compared to 
2020 because the Covid-19 
outbreak is still pressuring 
economic recovery.

Developers are currently 
focusing on releasing some 
100,000 units, while homebuyers 
are holding off on purchases.

As a result, the number of 
new projects launched this 
year will be the same as last 
year, though in 2022-2023, the 
sector is likely to improve in 
line with economic recovery 
and return of tourists.

The Thai economy in 2021 is 
expected to grow at an average 
of three-to-four per cent from 
a 6.1 per cent contraction in 
2020. Investment in infrastruc-
ture is also progressing, espe-
cially in the Eastern Economic 
Corridor (EEC) area, which is 
helping the housing market in 
Chonburi and Rayong to recov-
er faster than other provinces.

The tourism industry is also 
expected to gradually recov-
er, as certain tourists, such as 
business travellers, health 
travellers or people from 
countries with low infection 

rates, start arriving.
If the country starts reopen-

ing soon, then the number of 
tourists will return to approxi-
mately 40 million by 2024, 
about the same as in 2019.

The government has also 
launched the Thailand Elite 
Card scheme, which grants 
foreigners a residence permit 
of up to 20 years, thus encour-
aging them to purchase a sec-
ond home in the country.

Apart from reducing prices to 
release stock, developers are also 
focusing more on low-rise 
projects to target those who 
work from home as well as keep 
homes affordable for the locals.

New projects will shrink by 
7.5 per cent this year, judging 
by the 16.7-per-cent drop in 
applications for low-rise hous-
ing construction permits in 
the first 10 months of 2020. 
Demand is expected to 
improve in 2022-2023 from the 
middle-income market look-
ing for affordable houses.

The recovery of condomini-

ums is lower than that of low-
rise projects. The launch of 
new projects is expected to 
drop by 35.7 per cent this year, 
gauging by the 54.7-per-cent 
plunge year-on-year in the 
number of applications for 
construction permits in Janu-
ary-October last year.

The supply of new condo-
miniums is rising in Rayong 
and Phuket to accommodate 
the expansion of the indus-
trial and tourism sectors.

Developers are now creating 
projects that serve changing 
consumer lifestyles, such as 
working at home, more atten-
tion to health and wellbeing, 
as well as safety features 
required by an ageing society.

However, the housing sec-
tor’s 2021-2023 growth can be 
hit by some factors, such as 
rising household debt cutting 
purchasing power, tougher 
loan-approval regulations and 
an oversupply of housing 
units. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Hin Pisei

T
HE multi-purpose “Fi-
nancial Building” in 
Phnom Penh’s Olym-
pia City development 

is still on track to be completed 
in mid-2024 even as Covid-19 
continues to spread.

Breaking ground early last 
month just north of the Na-
tional Olympic Stadium, the 
project comprises a series of 
eight- and 10-storey segments 
– with three basement floors 
– that house a shopping mall, 
clinic, restaurants and 27 flats 
measuring 24m by 8.2m each.

Olympia City project manag-
er Meng Chamroeun told The 
Post on March 24 that Over-
seas Cambodian Investment 
Corp Ltd (OCIC), the devel-
oper, had not shut down con-
struction activity on either the 
Financial Building or Olympia 
City in light of the February 20 
transmission event.

“Market demand has 

prompted OCIC to build this Fi-
nancial Building, which will be 
unique in its design for multi-
purpose uses,” he said, adding 
that the firm has earmarked 
$50 million for the project, not 
including land costs.

He added that the building 
will be equipped with lifts, 
fire protection equipment 
and other security systems. 
Construction was planned to 
be completed in 42 months, 
or by August 2024.

Even after OCIC scaled 
down construction to “join 
the government” in staving 
off transmission following 
the latest Covid-19 outbreak, 
Chamroeun noted that more 
than 200 workers still toil on 
Olympia City every day.

Breaking ground in 2012, 
Olympia City sits on more 
than 7ha in Prampi Makara 
district’s Veal Vong commune 
and consists of 12 buildings 
comprising condominiums, 
commercial and office space, 

shopping malls and hotels.
Four condominiums, two 

office buildings, a hotel, an in-
ternational school and a shop-
ping mall have been opened.

Global Real Estate Associa-
tion president Sam Soknoeun 
said Olympia City boasts the 
best location in the capital 
and has been greeted with 
moderate success.

He said the project offers 
competent unit sales and rent 
prices, as well as a variety of 
services that make it easier 
for people to live and work.

“Its favourable location in the 
heart of Phnom Penh is a central 
ingredient in garnering support 
for the project from customers 
of all walks of life,” Soknoeun 
said, adding that its proximity 
to the national stadium pro-
vides a breath of fresh air.

According to OCIC deputy di-
rector-general Touch Samnang, 
the developer has budgeted 
about $500 million for the en-
tire Olympia City project.

HOME prices in major Chinese cities 
saw mild year-on-year growth last 
month and experts expect the tight-
ening measures to play a bigger role 
in cooling home prices and stabilis-
ing the property market.

Prices of new homes in the 70 cities 
tracked by the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) rose by 0.36 per cent 
on a monthly basis in February, com-
pared with the 0.28 per cent gain in 
January. On a yearly basis, prices 
grew by 4.06 per cent last month.

Out of the 70 cities, 56 cities saw 
price growth last month, three more 
than in January. Two cities reported 
no change, and 12 recorded a 
decrease in prices.

NBS chief statistician Sheng Guoqing 
said: “Although home prices in various 
Chinese cities performed quite differ-
ently on a monthly basis, all the cities 
saw a mild growth in year-on-year terms.”

Despite the lower base of last year, 
when the real estate sector in the 
country was battered due to the nov-
el coronavirus epidemic, the industry 
is witnessing robust demand due to 
the country’s faster-than-expected 
economic recovery.

New home prices in the four top-
tier cities rose by 0.5 per cent on a 
monthly basis, with Guangzhou see-
ing the maximum gain of 0.9 per cent, 
followed by Beijing with 0.7 per cent, 
Shanghai at 0.5 per cent and Shen-
zhen at 0.1 per cent.

Unlike a year ago, the four major 
cities saw a 4.8 per cent growth in 
new home prices, up 0.6 percentage 
point from that of the previous 
month, according to the NBS.

First-tier cities outperformed smaller 
cities in terms of new home price 

growth. Prices in the 31 second-tier cit-
ies monitored by the NBS rose by 0.4 per 
cent on a monthly basis, and by 4.5 per 
cent on a yearly basis, while the figures 
were 0.3 per cent and 3.6 per cent 
respectively for the 35 third-tier cities.

Beike Research Institute chief market 
analyst Xu Xiaole said: “With millions of 
people deciding to stay put during the 
Spring Festival holiday, the home mar-
ket became very active in major Chinese 
cities, leading to price increases.”

In the pre-owned home market, 
first-tier cities again took the lead in 
price gains. Fifty-five of the 70 cities 
reported price growths, six more 
than in January.

Compared with January, the top-tier 
cities saw a 1.1 per cent gain in existing 
home trading. Specifically, Shanghai 
reported the largest month-on-month 
increase of 1.3 per cent in transaction 
prices among the top four cities, fol-
lowed by Beijing with 1.2 per cent, 
Guangzhou with 1 per cent, and Shen-
zhen with 0.9 per cent. The four cities 
witnessed a 10.8 per cent growth on a 
yearly basis in existing home prices.

Used home prices in the 31 sec-
ond-tier cities rose by 0.4 per cent 

from a month ago, and by 2.9 per 
cent on a yearly basis.

The 35 third-tier cities saw their 
existing home prices rise by 0.2 per 
cent from the previous month, and 
an increase of 1.9 per cent from the 
same period a year ago.

Yan Yuejin, director of the Shanghai-
based E-house China Research and 
Development Institution, said: “Quite a 
few cities have fine-tuned their home 
purchase measures recently, which 
effectively helped stabilise home prices. 
Home price stability would remain as 
the focus of the residential market.”

And Centaline Property Agency Ltd 
chief analyst Zhang Dawei said: “In 
Shenzhen and Shanghai, new tight-
ening policies released recently are 
expected to cool down the local home 
markets. We believe that more cities 
will announce their own cooling 
measures as the conventional warm-
up season is approaching.”

This year may prove challenging for 
the real estate developers due to the 
economic headwinds, and financial 
de-risking may become a renewed 
focus, according to Savills China 
research. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Property

‘Financial Building’ on 
track for 2024 deadline

February home prices slightly higher in major China cities

The ‘Financial Building’ comprises a series of eight- and 10-storey segments – with three basement floors – 
that house a shopping mall, clinic, restaurants and 27 flats measuring 24m by 8.2m each. SUPPLIED

Workers carry out construction at a property project site in Nantong of China’s Jiangsu 
province. CHINA DAILY

The housing sector in six key Thai provinces – including Chonburi – will 
pick up in 2022-2023 thanks to developers’ strategy of cutting prices to 
release stock. THE NATION

Study: Housing market in six Thai 
provinces set to flourish from 2022
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patients found that nearly 90 
per cent reported lingering 
symptoms 60 days after they 
recovered from initial Covid-
19 infection.

The most common symptoms 
were fatigue (53.1 per cent), 
shortness of breath (43.4 per 
cent), joint pain (27.3 per cent) 
and chest pain (21.7 per cent). 

In total, more than half of 
patients experienced multiple 
symptoms two months after 
leaving hospital.

Three studies from France, 
Britain and China showed that 
between 25-30 per cent of 
patients reported sleep distur-
bances weeks after recovering 
from Covid-19. 

And approximately 20 per 
cent of patients had reported 
hair loss, according to results 
from multiple studies. 

The results regarding mental 
health were perhaps equally 
concerning. 

In a cohort of 402 survivors 

in Italy one month after they 
were hospitalised, 56 per cent 
tested positive for at least one 
psychiatric condition such as 
PTSD, depression or anxiety. 

The authors said around 30 
per cent of patients had devel-
oped PTSD after being hospi-
talised with Covid-19. 

“It is important to not forget 
about the mental health effects 
of long-Covid-19, while taking 
care of the physical symptoms, 
as they can be easily missed,” 
said Sehgal, who is also an 
instructor at Harvard Medical 
School.

The researchers called for 
further investigation and the 
wider establishment of clinics 
to treat people with lingering, 
life-altering symptoms. 

Sehgal hoped the research 
showed that simply surviving 
Covid-19 is not necessarily a 
satisfactory health outcome. 

“Although preventing deaths 
remains the most important 
goal, it is also important to rec-
ognise the multi-organ mor-
bidity of Covid-19,” he said.

“The medical needs of 
patients with Covid-19 don’t 
stop at the time of hospital 
discharge and they also don’t 
necessarily stop after three to 
four weeks.” AFP

The researchers called for further 
investigation into long-Covid, and 
the wider establishment of clinics 
to treat people with lingering, 
life-altering symptoms. AFP

AFTER two months of relatively smooth 
sailing, US President Joe Biden has 
landed in choppy waters – faced with a 
migrant rush on the Mexico-US border, 
the Democratic leader stands accused 
of failing to respond effectively – and of 
lacking transparency with the media.

Questioned by Republican oppo-
nents, but also by some in his own party, 
Biden has launched into a difficult week 
that features, on March 25, his first press 
conference since taking office.

The influx of thousands of migrants 
has provided an opening to his crit-
ics, who struggled to find an angle of 
attack as Biden successfully ramped 
up the coronavirus vaccination cam-
paign – and it has united the fractured 
Republican Party in the process.

They have accused the new presi-
dent of creating the border chaos with 
a naive immigration stance.

“Despite your administration’s 
refusal to admit this is a crisis, the 
American people are beginning to 
understand the gravity of the situa-
tion,” said Republican Senator Ted 
Cruz, announcing that he would visit 
the border this week with 14 of his 
colleagues.

Cruz accused the White House of 
“hiding the truth” by preventing jour-
nalists from visiting border facilities, 
particularly those holding children.

Two rival senators – Republican 

John Cornyn and Democrat Kyrsten 
Sinema, who represent border states 
Texas and Arizona, respectively – also 
issued a joint letter urging Biden to 
step up his response.

Biden’s predecessor Donald Trump 
chimed in, saying: “It’s insane and it’s 
nothing compared to what it’s going to 
be over the coming months,” fanning 
the flames on a topic that has long 
been a trigger for his political base. 

So far, Biden has largely avoided the 

issue, but faced with reporters’ ques-
tions at his press conference later this 
week, he knows he will have to ad-
dress it head on.

Asked about it on March 21 evening 
after a weekend at Camp David, he re-
mained evasive. 

Does he intend to go to the border 
himself? 

“At some point I will, yes,” he said. 
Doesn’t he feel the need to see for 

himself what is going on there? 

“I know what’s going on in those fa-
cilities,” he replied.

His last 10 tweets discuss masks, vac-
cinations, St Patrick’s Day, the stimu-
lus package, global warming and vio-
lence against Asian Americans . . . but 
not the situation on the border. 

‘The border is not open’
The crisis is thwarting the White 

House’s plans to continue the “Help is 
Here” tour – a victory lap promoting 
the merits of Biden’s gigantic, mas-
sively popular $1.9 trillion economic 
stimulus plan adopted by Congress. 

The only presidential trip of the week 
was scheduled for March 23 – Biden 
was slated to travel to the state of Ohio 
and highlight the positive impact of his 
aid initiative, dubbed the “American 
Rescue Plan”, on the health sector. 

At a time when lawmakers from 
both parties are visiting the border, 
and the first photos of unaccompa-
nied migrant children, who are at the 
heart of the controversy, are being re-
leased – the White House is struggling 
to explain how it ended up here and 
what comes next. 

Biden has pledged to erase what 
he has called “a moral and national 
shame” inherited from Trump – 
namely, the separation of thousands 
of migrant families, some of whom 
have still not been reunited. AFP

World
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Growing pressure for US’ Biden over border

NK missiles test new US regime
N

ORTH Korea fired several 
missiles just days after a 
visit to the region by the 
top US defence and dip-

lomatic officials, the White House 
said on March 23, in Pyongyang’s 
first overt challenge to the Biden  
administration.

But administration officials, speak-
ing anonymously, downplayed the 
missiles as “common” military testing 
and said they would not block Wash-
ington’s efforts to engage with North 
Korea on denuclearisation.

Two missiles were fired on March 21, 
they confirmed, echoing Pyongyang’s 
past practices for provoking and test-
ing both Washington and Seoul.

But they were short-range, non-
ballistic missile systems that do not 
fall under UN security council reso-
lutions banning more threatening 
weapons, a senior US administration 
official told reporters.

It was nothing like the nuclear weapon 
tests or ballistic missile launches that 
Pyongyang has used to provoke previ-
ous US governments, the official said, 
adding: “What we saw this weekend 
does not fall in that category . . . It is 
common practice for North Korea to 
test various systems . . . We do not re-
spond to every kind of test.”

Reigniting talks
The launches came just days after 

US top diplomat Antony Blinken and 
defence chief Lloyd Austin visited Ja-
pan and South Korea to discuss their 
alliance and security issues in the re-
gion, with nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea seen as a central threat.

Their visit also followed March 8-17 
joint exercises by US and South Ko-
rean defence forces.

While Blinken and Austin were in 
Seoul on March 18, North Korean 
first vice-foreign minister Choe Son-
hui accused the US of a “lunatic the-

ory of ‘threat from North Korea’ and 
groundless rhetoric about ‘complete 
denuclearisation’”.

President Joe Biden’s two-month-
old administration hopes to reignite 
negotiations with the Kim Jong-un 
regime on its nuclear arsenal after ef-
forts by the previous regime of Don-
ald Trump stalled.

Initial outreach from Washington 
to Pyongyang has turned up empty, 
but US officials are hopeful they can 
reconnect, while working in coordi-
nation with allies Japan and South 
Korea.

Trump met with Kim twice, in Singa-
pore and Vietnam, with both sides her-
alding a breakthrough in relations.

But even as the US pulled back on 
some joint training activities with 
South Korea’s military and the North 
froze ballistic missile tests, after the 
February 2019 Trump-Kim Hanoi 
summit communications between 
the two sides dried up.

Biden officials are now finalising a 
strategy to restart talks that the White 
House will discuss with Japanese and 
South Korean security officials next 
week, the administration official said.

“We have taken efforts and we will 
continue to take efforts” to communi-
cate, the official said.

But the official added that Pyong-
yang cannot expect concessions – 
such as cutting back on bilateral mili-
tary exercises – from Biden.

“The hope of diplomacy really rests 
on the reality of deterrence and our 
forward-deployed capabilities,” the 
official said.

“So we thought that some of the ef-
forts that were taken previously to turn 
off necessary exercises were actually 
antithetical to our position.” AFP

Replicas of a North Korean Scud-B missile (left) and South Korea’s Nike missiles (right) are displayed at the Korean War Memorial in 
Seoul on Wednesday. AFP

A girl shows her US passport during a demonstration of migrants and asylum seekers at 
the San Ysidro crossing port asking US authorities to allow them to start their migration 
process in Tijuana, Baja California state, Mexico, on Tuesday. AFP

Recognising 
multi-organ 
morbidity of 
Covid is vital
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Ire after girl, 
7, shot dead 
in myanmar 
crackdown
T

hE shooting death 
of a seven-year-old 
girl in her own home 
triggered fresh out-

rage at myanmar’s military 
crackdown on march 24, with 
at least 20 children reported 
killed since the junta took 
charge last month.

The regime has unleashed a 
deadly wave of violence as it 
struggles to quell nationwide 
protests against the February 
1 ouster and arrest of civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi.

The 75-year-old Nobel laure-
ate had a court hearing sched-
uled on march 24 as she faces 
a series of criminal charges 
that could see her permanent-
ly barred from political office.

There was chaos overnight 
in mandalay with barricades 
burning, arrests, homes raid-
ed by security forces, beatings 
and machine guns ringing 
out over multiple neighbour-
hoods, local media reported.

Three people were killed on 
march 23 including Khin myo 
chit, 7, shot dead at her home 

in mandalay, according to the 
assistance association for Po-
litical Prisoners (aaPP), a lo-
cal monitoring group.

aFP has yet to indepen-
dently verify the girl’s death.

aid group Save the children 
and aaPP both say that at least 
20 people aged under 18 have 
been killed in the crackdown.

Save the children said in a 
statement: “We are horrified 
that children continue to be 
among the targets of these fatal 
attacks on peaceful protesters.

“The safety of children must 
be protected under all circum-
stances and we once again 
call on security forces to end 
these deadly attacks against 
protesters immediately.”

The charity said it was also 
extremely worried about 
“hundreds of young people” 
being held in detention.

myanmar’s junta on march 
23 defended its seven-week 
crackdown, insisting it would 
not tolerate “anarchy”.

aaPP has verified 275 deaths 
since the coup, but warns the 

toll could be higher, and says 
more than 2,800 people have 
been detained.

Junta spokesman Zaw min 
Tun put the death toll lower at 
164, and branded the victims 
“violent terrorist people” at a 
march 23 news conference in 
the capital Naypyidaw.

Suu Kyi back in court
Suu Kyi was set for another 

legal hearing in a Naypyidaw 
court on march 24.

But her lawyer Khin maung 
Zaw said it was not certain to 
go ahead because of prob-
lems with video conferencing 
caused by a junta-imposed 
internet shutdown.

he said: “The hearing may 
not commence . . . the court 
has no Wi-Fi.

“If she cannot participate 
in the video conference there 
won’t be a hearing.”

he added that on march 24 
morning there was a large po-

lice presence outside the court 
gates and lawyers were not be-
ing allowed into the building.

Khin maung Zaw said he has 
still not been able to speak to 
his client privately.

Suu Kyi faces several crimi-
nal charges, including for 
owning unlicensed walkie-
talkies and violating corona-
virus restrictions by staging a 
campaign event in 2020.

She is also being investigat-
ed for corruption allegations.

The military junta alleges 
the detained chief minister 
of Yangon confessed to giv-
ing Suu Kyi $600,000 in cash, 
along with more than 11kg 
($680,000 worth) of gold.

The junta has also been tar-
geting the media.

Thein Zaw, a photographer 
for associated Press, who has 
been charged with “spreading 
false news” was also due to 
appear in a Yangon court on 
march 24. AFP

A ‘placard only’ candle-light demonstration against the military coup in Yangon’s Thaketa township. AFP

Vietnam approves russia’s Sputnik V jab

Philippines’ top court 
probes deadly violence 
against lawyers, judges

VIETNam has approved rus-
sia’s Sputnik V coronavirus 
vaccine, its ministry of health 
said on march 23, two weeks 
after the Southeast asian 
country kicked off its inocula-
tion campaign.

The shot is the second to be 
given the green light after the 
astraZeneca vaccine.

The ministry has approved 
“russia’s Sputnik V vaccine 
for the urgent need in fighting 
and preventing the pandem-

ic”, it said on its website.
a thousand doses of Sputnik 

V, given to hanoi as a gift, are 
already in the country but it is 
unclear if or when more doses 
would arrive.

The russian vaccine is now 
approved for use in 56 coun-
tries with a combined popula-
tion of over 1.5 billion people, 
according to The russian 
Direct Investment Fund 
(rDIF), one of the vaccine’s 
developers.

rDIF cEO Kirill Dmitriev 
said: “Its approval in Vietnam, 
one of the most populated 
countries in Southeast asia, 
will provide for protecting the 
people and getting closer to 
lifting the restrictions imposed 
because of coronavirus.”

Vietnam, with a population 
of 98 million, has so far vacci-
nated 36,000 people with the 
astraZeneca vaccine, most of 
whom are healthcare workers.

It has placed an order for a 

further 30 million doses of 
astraZeneca, while another 30 
million are coming through the 
cOVaX global vaccine-sharing 
scheme organised by the World 
health Organisation.

The ministry said it wants to 
acquire 150 million doses by 
the end of the year.

Vietnam has recorded just 
over 2,500 virus cases and 35 
deaths, and has been widely 
praised for its handling of the 
pandemic. AFP

ThE Philippines’ highest court 
launched an investigation on 
march 23 into the scale of dead-
ly violence and threats against 
lawyers and judges in the past 10 
years.

The period of time covers the 
administrations of former 
president Benigno aquino and 
current leader rodrigo Duterte, 
whose crackdown on drug 
users and war against commu-
nist rebels have killed thou-
sands of people.

among them are hundreds 
of activists, lawyers and jour-
nalists, rights groups say.

a statement signed by the full 
bench of the Supreme court 
condemned “every instance” 
where a lawyer or judge has 
been killed or threatened.

In a move welcomed by rights 
groups, it called on lower courts, 
law enforcement and the public 
to provide information to “shed 
light on the number and con-
text” of each case.

The statement said: “The 
Supreme court has always 
operated within institutional 
restraints, but it is far from 
resigned to spectate as clear 
breaches of constitutional 
rights are carried out beyond 
its halls.

“Based on the information 
provided, the court will then 
decide on the next courses of 
action, including the amend-

ment of the relevant rules, or 
if necessary, the creation of 
new ones.”

The justices said they were 
responding to appeals from 
lawyers’ groups, including 
those who have challenged the 
legality of Duterte’s controver-
sial anti-terrorism law in the 
Supreme court.

One of the lawyers involved in 
the case was recently stabbed in 
the neck with a screwdriver.

a record 61 lawyers have 
been killed under Duterte, 
human rights Watch said this 
month, citing data collected 
by two legal groups that track 
deadly violence against mem-
bers of the legal profession.

The justices also called for 
an investigation into the case 
of a manila lower court judge 
accused in a public poster last 
week of being a communist 
rebel sympathiser.

She was targeted after order-
ing the release of a journalist 
detained on suspicion of hav-
ing links with the guerrilla 
movement.

The court said: “We are 
aware that there are wayward 
elements who, in their zeal to 
do what they think is neces-
sary, would simply brush aside 
the limitations in our law as 
mere obstacles.

“This should never be coun-
tenanced.” AFP

The Sputnik V shot is the second to be given the green light in Vietnam after the AstraZeneca vaccine. AFP



T
HE World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) Southeast Asia 
region is at a critical moment 
in its quest to end tuberculo-

sis by 2030. Throughout the Covid-19 
response, WHO and its member 
states in the region have made con-
certed and largely successful efforts 
to maintain essential health services, 
including for TB and other infectious 
diseases. 

Millions of people have continued 
to access services that can test for and 
treat TB, and which can mitigate its 
socio-economic determinants, such 
as poverty and undernutrition. 

Patients have nevertheless been 
missed and treatment delayed or dis-
rupted. In November 2020, the Glo-
bal Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria reported that nearly 75 
per cent of the TB programmes it 
supports globally had experienced 
disruptions, with 13 per cent report-
ing high or very high disruptions. 

The latest WHO Global TB Report 
shows that several high-burden 
countries globally witnessed a 
decline of more than 50 per cent in 
the number of cases reported 
between January and June 2020 com-
pared with the same period the pre-
vious year. WHO modelling suggests 
that these and other gaps could result 
in a level of global mortality last seen 
in 2012, leading to an additional 1.4 
million TB deaths by 2025. 

Our progress must not be undone. 
Since 2015 the region has increased 
treatment coverage by more than 30 
per cent and raised case notification 
from 2.6 million to 3.6 million. Most 
countries have substantially scaled 
up TB funding. Some countries have 
tripled it. 

All countries are committed to 
achieving the targets identified in the 
UN Political Declaration on the Fight 
against TB and continue to imple-
ment the global end TB strategy. The 
quick thinking and rapid action of 
programme staff from across the 
region has almost certainly averted 
worst-case modelling scenarios, with 
preliminary data suggesting an aver-
age decrease in TB case notification 
in the region in 2020 of around 20–25 
per cent.  

For the region to maintain its many 
advances, and to build on the steely 
resolve shown throughout the pan-
demic response, intensified action that 
is people-centered and which address-
es all aspects of TB prevention, diagno-
sis and treatment is needed, with a 
focus on several priority areas of work. 

First, creating or enabling multisec-
toral mechanisms that are empow-
ered through high-level political buy-
in. Such mechanisms will help all 
stakeholders identify gaps and plan 
coherent multisectoral action that 
drives rapid and sustained progress. 
They will also help key actors moni-
tor progress and establish firm lines 
of accountability on our path towards 
the end TB targets. What is not meas-
ured nor owned will not be achieved. 

Second, promoting meaningful com-
munity engagement through capacity 

building and partnering at all levels of 
programme planning and implemen-
tation. Community health workers, 
youth and civil society hold immense 
potential to help intensify case finding 
and facilitate the provision of people-
centered prevention and care services. 
Every effort must be made to harness 
and apply that potential and to use 
innovative technologies such as elec-
tronic medication monitors to advance 
treatment adherence. 

Third, addressing the social and 

economic determinants of TB. 
Opportunities to streamline cash 
transfer and nutrition support 
schemes, for example by removing 
bureaucratic hurdles, should be iden-
tified and grasped. Nutrition-sensi-
tive social protection and community 
programmes should be expanded, 
both in funding and reach. 

Poverty reduction strategies must 
continue to be rolled out as part of a 
wider commitment to implement 
“health-in-all” policies that outlast 
the Covid-19 response and recovery.  

For countries to act on these and 
other priorities, additional resources 
are required. Member states have in 
recent years demonstrated remarkable 
commitment to adequately fund TB 
programmes, which must continue to 
be promoted. The front-loading of 
resources from international and glo-
bal partners such as Global Fund could 
prove particularly valuable, allowing 
countries to catch up on pre-pandemic 
progress and prevent the possibility of 
a sustained lapse, which would prove 

especially harmful in what is the 
world’s most TB-affected region.  

Innovative ways to cut costs and 
expand funding sources must continue 
to be explored. Most countries will 
need additional resources to cover lost 
ground for all diseases, not just TB. 
Integrated action across several disease 
programmes could amplify impact in 
resource-constrained settings. 

Collaboration among member 
states could lead to substantial sav-
ings on the price of drugs, which sev-
eral countries in the Region manu-
facture. Novel financing mechanisms 
could significantly expand the funds 
available to national TB programmes. 
The region’s annual TB funding gap 
of close to $1 billion must be filled 
with rapid effect. 

We are at a critical juncture. The 
emergence and spread of Covid-19 
globally and in the region has provid-
ed immense challenges for health 
systems and disease-specific pro-
grams, including for TB. It will do so 
for the immediate and near future. 

WHO’s continued support to all coun-
tries in the region to not only hold the 
line against TB but to catch up and 
reclaim the advantage will be steadfast, 
as it must be. The clock is ticking on our 
2030 goal. Not a second can be spared. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK  
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Opinion
Poonam Khetrapal Singh

Tuberculosis – catch up and 
reclaim the advantages

Millions of people have continued to access services that can test for and treat TB, and which can mitigate its socio-economic determi-
nants, such as poverty and undernutrition. HENg cHIvOAN

Most countries will need 
additional resources to cover 

lost ground for all diseases, not 
just tuberculosis

The writer is World Health Organisation’s 
Southeast Asia regional director
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can Minari’s Youn Yuh-jung
repeat Oscar magic for Korea?

S
e p t ua g e n a r i a n 
Youn Yuh-jung, the 
first South Korean ac-
tress nominated for an 

Oscar, has spent decades por-
traying nonconformist char-
acters, from a vicious heiress 
to an ageing prostitute, chal-
lenging social norms in both 
her career and life.

her role in Minari, a family 
drama about Korean immi-
grants in the uS, is more con-
ventional: grandmother to a 
mischievous young boy trying 
to fit into rural arkansas.

the film secured six acad-
emy award nominations last 
week, also including best pic-
ture, best director and best 
actor.

that raises the prospect of a 
second multi-Oscar haul for a 
Korean-language film in suc-
cessive years, after Parasite 
became the first non-english 
Best picture winner in 2020 – 
though it did not snag any act-
ing nominations.

Youn played down excite-
ment over her chance to make 
history at next month’s cer-
emony, saying: “i don’t enjoy 
competition.”

“this is not a playoff game of 
actors, placing them in order. 
i consider this nomination 
just as valuable as the actual 
award.”

her two grown sons are 
asian-americans and she said 
she had taken a role in “this 
small movie made by second-
generation Korean-ameri-
cans” for its own reward.

Based on director Lee isaac 
chung’s experiences grow-
ing up in the 1980s, Minari 
follows a Korean-born father 
who moves his family to an 
all-white town in rural arkan-
sas in pursuit of a better life.

Bong Joon-ho, who earned 
last year’s Best Director Os-
car for dark satire Parasite, 
said the role was “the loveli-
est character Youn has ever 
played”.

it is the latest of several 
grandmotherly castings for 
Youn, who has already picked 
up a host of best supporting 
actress awards at uS film fes-
tivals and is on the shortlist for 
a Screen actors guild award.

Busan international Film 
Festival programme director 
nam Dong-chul told report-

ers that Youn’s Oscar nomi-
nation “acknowledges an ex-
traordinary actress who has 
pioneered her own path for a 
very long time”.

“i don’t think she ever in-
tended to break into the inter-
national film scene,” he said, 
“but throughout decades she 
has developed a fine taste 
when choosing her projects”.

‘Scarlet letter’ 
in a career spanning more 

than 50 years, Youn has often 
played provocative and atypi-
cal characters who do not 
conform to the rules of socially 
conservative Korean society.

Born in 1947 in Kaesong 
– now in north Korea – she 
made her film debut in 
groundbreaking director Kim 
Ki-young’s 1971 Woman of 
Fire, as the live-in maid to a 
middle-class household who 
becomes impregnated by the 
father of the family.

the thriller was a critical and 
commercial hit, and remains 
a classic of modern South Ko-
rean cinema. But Youn’s first 
heyday came to an abrupt end 
in 1975, when she married 

singer Jo Young-nam and the 
couple moved to the uS.

Youn returned to South Ko-
rea in 1984. But after divorcing 
Jo three years later, she battled 
heavy stigma to resume her 
acting career to support her 
two children.

“to be divorced was like 
having the scarlet letter at the 
time,” Youn told a local maga-
zine in 2009.

“there was this thing that 
dictated women shouldn’t 
make tV appearances so soon 
after their divorce.”

She countered by accept-
ing every role she was offered, 
however small.

“i worked very hard. i had 
this mission of somehow 
feeding my children. i’d say 
yes even when i was asked to 
climb 100 stairs.”

‘Fiercely competitive waters’ 
By the 1990s Youn was a 

regular in tV dramas, often 
portraying mothers, and later 
grandmothers.

in 2003, Youn made her 
film comeback in director im 
Sang-soo’s A Good Lawyer’s 
Wife, as an unconventional 

mother-in-law in a dysfunc-
tional family.

She played a cruel and rich 
heiress betrayed by her hus-
band in im’s 2012 thriller Taste 
of Money, and an ageing hae-
nyeo – the women of Jeju is-

land who free-dive to collect 
shellfish – reunited with her 
long-lost granddaughter in 
2016 drama Canola.

also in 2016, she was praised 
for her role in e J-yong’s drama 
The Bacchus Lady as an elder-
ly prostitute – a veteran of the 
brothels set up for uS soldiers 
in the South – who becomes 
involved in the deaths of for-
mer clients.

Youn is “one of the few lead-
ing actresses of her genera-
tion” to have worked consis-
tently in Korean cinema over 
the last two decades, said Ja-
son Bechervaise, a professor 
at Korea Soongsil cyber uni-
versity.

She had to navigate, he 
added, the “fiercely com-
petitive waters” of a film and 
television industry “largely 
focused on young and of-
ten male talent for leading 
roles”. AFP

australians warned about
venomous spider ‘plague’ 
a “pLague” of the world’s most 
venomous spiders could swarm 
Sydney after torrential rain and 
flooding, the australian reptile 
park said on Wednesday, warn-
ing that the deadly arachnids 
could seek refuge in homes as 
they escape the deluge.

relentless downpours have 
caused vast flooding in new 
South Wales state, with parts of 
suburban northwest Sydney 
still under water.

residents welcomed sun-
shine on Wednesday after days 
of rainfall, only to receive an 
“urgent warning” to brace for 
an influx of the deadly funnel-
web spider, which is endemic 
to the Sydney region.

“the upcoming warm weath-
er and high levels of humidity 
is the perfect storm for a fun-
nel-web spider BOOm in com-
ing days,” park director tim 
Faulkner said in a statement.

“With the incredible flooding 
that we’ve experienced across 
the greater Sydney area, they 
have been forced out of their 
habitat and are seeking refuge 
in dryer areas,” he added.

“unfortunately, this could 
mean that they’ll be finding 
their way into residential 
homes very shortly.”

images of thousands of spi-
ders escaping floodwaters have 
already gone viral on social 
media in recent days, terrifying 

arachnophobes as masses of the 
eight-legged creatures swarmed 
up fences and buildings.

Sydney funnel-webs are 
widely feared for their notori-
ously toxic and fast-acting 
venom, with 13 recorded 
deaths from bites.

however, no one is believed 
to have died since an anti-ven-
om programme was introduced 
in the early 1980s.

the australian reptile park 
– which supplies lifesaving 
antivenom – has encouraged 
people who “feel safe enough 
to do so” to catch and deliver 
wandering funnel-web spiders 
to designated collection facil-
ities. AFP

South Korean actress Youn Yuh-jung waves while posing during the 
photocall of Do-Nui Mat at the 65th Cannes film festival in 2012. AFP

Actress Youn Yuh-jung (left), the first South Korean nominated in any Oscars acting category, has spent 
decades portraying nonconformist female characters. AFP

Youn in a scene of Korean-American director Lee Isaac Chung’s film 
Minari – a family drama about Korean immigrants in the US. AFP

An undated and unplaced handout photo received from The Australian Reptile Park on Wednesday shows a 
deadly funnel-web spider. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Astronaut’s employer
  5 Walks awkwardly
 10 Martin/Tomlin film “All ___”
 14 Table scraps
 15 “Farewell” from France
 16 Biter in a swamp
 17 Prepared for an ordeal
 20 ___ Bay, Tasmania
 21 They’re distinguished by tartans
 22 Clipped conjunction
 23 Italian Renaissance painter
 25 Kind of maniac
 26 ___ and abet
 27 Formal jacket feature
 32 Horoscope heading
 35 The “U” in UHF
 36 Bunion locale
 37 Swallowed an insult
 41 Airport info, initially
 42 Comes down to earth
 43 “Look at me, ___ helpless ...” 

(“Misty” opening)
 44 Knee bones
 46 It’s a free country
 48 It’s made with two fingers
 49 Deer hunter’s trophy
 53 Shared cultural values

 56 Monte ___, Monaco
 58 ___ Grande (border river)
 59 Exposed
 62 Sleuth’s find
 63 “Don’t beat ___ horse”
 64 Italian wine area
 65 Cattle group
 66 Change hair color again
 67 Flat-topped elevation
DOWN
  1 Citer
  2 Subject for a wine connoisseur
  3 Basin for holy water
  4 Conduct an interview
  5 Served some soup
  6 Suitable in every way
  7 Bearing or demeanor
  8 Enlivens (with “up”)
  9 Large sandwich, for short
 10 American leopard
 11 Greek house?
 12 Closet cuisine fan?
 13 Alpine bounce-back
 18 Dieter’s exotic berry
 19 Unkempt or disorderly
 24 Aaron of Cooperstown
 25 Get what one deserves

 27 Infamous Barrow
 28 Elevator inventor
 29 Type of bomb
 30 Presidential caucus state
 31 Focal device
 32 Big accomplishment for baby
 33 Nitpicking amount
 34 Nanny, for one
 35 Arm stiffener
 38 Least healthy
 39 “Tattle” follower
 40 Push-button predecessor
 45 Brought forth, as emotions
 46 Take cargo from
 47 Word of whoa?
 49 Impressive layout
 50 Uneven, as a leaf edge
 51 Disagreements
 52 Bulgaria’s capital
 53 Make lines with acid
 54 Enameled metalware
 55 Cuckoo’s announcement
 56 Surrender ownership
 57 Full of reverence
 60 Boisterous laugh syllable
 61 “I Want You” uncle

“STOP, THIEF!” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Paris’ Moulin Rouge
eager for big return 
T

he feathers may be 
gathering dust, but a 
year into its longest 
shutdown in more 

than a century, at least the 
windmill is still turning atop 
the Moulin Rouge.

“It would be too sad other-
wise,” said Jean-Victor Cler-
ico, whose family runs the 
Parisian landmark.

The sails are moving, but ev-
erything else has been frozen 
since the last cancan was per-
formed on March 12, 2020 -- the 
longest break since the theatre 
was destroyed by fire in 1915.

Clerico recalls the follow-
ing day, phoning round 1,600 
ticket-holders to tell them the 
show was cancelled: “It was 
unprecedented and pain-
ful, and we never could have 
imagined that the closure 
would last this long.”

he thought it would end in 
the autumn, then the spring. 
Now, with non-essential busi-
nesses again shut to guard 
against a fresh spike in infec-
tions, he would be delighted 
with June.

“It’s hard on morale,” he ad-
mitted.

For one of the stars, 32-year-
old dancer Mathilde Tutiaux, 
that means more months of 
trying to rehearse in her small 
Parisian apartment where the 
kitchen counter doubles as a 
stretching barre.

“This third lockdown is 
demoralising but we remain 
hopeful. We will return to the 
stage. The worst is past,” she 
said.

There are 60 members of the 
cast, all stuck at home now for 
a year, trying hard to keep in 
shape for when they need to 
resume one of the most de-
manding of dance routines.

“Dance is not only stretching. 
It’s hard to keep the rhythm 
and maintain the shapes, so we 
have organised sports sessions 
on Zoom with our ballet teach-
er and I go running as much as 
possible,” said Tutiaux.

They are at least supported 
by the state.

“There is a little loss of in-
come, but we can’t complain 
in France. In London and on 
Broadway, it’s been terrible 
for our fellow dancers,” said 
Tutiaux.

‘Give hope’
The Moulin Rouge at the 

foot of Montmartre opened 
at the height of Belle epoque 
Paris in 1889, quickly asso-
ciated with the wild cancan 
dance and immortalised in 
the paintings of henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec.

It has lived many lives, re-
built after the fire, surviv-
ing through World War II, its 
boards graced by legends 
from edith Piaf to Charles Az-

navour, and then getting an-
other global boost with the re-
lease of the 2001 eponymous 
film starring Nicole Kidman 
and ewan McGregor.

Today, it remains a favourite 
with tourists, who account 
for half its business in normal 
times. Clerico remains hope-
ful it can work even with a 
limited reopening.

“Social distancing won’t be a 
problem. Although the num-
bers will certainly be reduced, 
we are optimistic given the at-
traction of the Moulin,” he said.

The other neighbouring 
temples to “nude chic” – Le 
Lido, Crazy horse – are in the 
same boat.

Le Paradis Latin, across the 
river on the Left Bank, man-
aged to reopen for a few short 
weeks in the autumn before 
another lockdown hit.

“Despite everything, we saw 
the reopening as an act of cit-
izenship,” said owner Walter 
Butler. “We had to give hope 
to the public and the troupe.”

Like many cafes and restau-
rants, they have taken advan-
tage of the break to spruce up 
and say they are ready to go.

Well, with a bit of a limber-
ing up.

“As soon as we get the green 
light, we will need six weeks to 
get the machine moving again. 
The cancan requires a lot of 
rehearsals,” said Clerico. AFP 

Syrian dancer and choreographer Yara al-Hasbani performs a dance in front of the Moulin Rouge cabaret in 
Paris on April 22 last year. AFP
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Famous Parisian cabarets like The Moulin Rouge, Lido, Paradis Latin or Crazy Horse, were closed for more 
than a year to curb the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP
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Southgate spoiled for choice 
for building World cup squad
T

hree World cup 
qualifiers against San 
marino, albania and 
Poland over the next 

week provide england man-
ager Gareth Southgate with 
his final chance to experiment 
before he names his squad for 
the delayed euro 2020.

The Three Lions will enjoy 
home advantage for most of 
the euro as they aim to end 
a 55-year wait to win a major 
international tournament.

Wembley host all three of 
their group games against 
croatia, Scotland and the 
czech republic, as well as 
both semi-finals and the final.

Fans could even be back 
in stadiums by June and July 
to cheer Southgate’s men on 
thanks to the speed of the 
UK’s coronavirus vaccina-
tion roll out.

The pressure is on the eng-
land boss to build on a sur-
prise run to the World cup 
semi-finals in 2018, especial-
ly given the rich resources he 
now has to choose from.

aFP Sport looks at the big 
decisions that await South-
gate in the coming months.

Goalkeeper
One of the few areas where 

england are not blessed with 
a world class talent is in goal.

Jordan Pickford has retained 
his status as number one de-
spite a number of costly er-
rors for everton.

however, Pickford is absent 
this week due to a rib injury, 
handing Burnley’s Nick Pope 
his long-awaited chance to 
prove himself in competitive 
games at international level.

Pope has proven himself to 
be a reliable Premier League 
shot-stopper, but his distribu-
tion has counted against him.

Dean henderson could 
therefore emerge as Pickford’s 
challenger. The 24-year-old has 
started manchester United’s 
last seven games, but may lose 

his place when David De Gea 
returns from paternity leave 
after the international break.

Defence
Southgate will be judged 

not only on what personnel 
he picks, but what system.

The former middlesbrough 
boss largely used three at the 
back in euro 2020 qualifying, 
but there have been calls for 
him to find space for more of 
his attacking talent.

a return to form from Unit-
ed’s Luke Shaw and man-
chester city’s John Stones 
helps solve two problem po-
sitions should Southgate re-
vert to a back four.

Shaw will challenge chel-
sea’s Ben chilwell at left-back, 
while Stones is expected to 
start alongside harry maguire 
at centre-back.

The depth of talent at right-
back means Trent alexander-
arnold has been dropped for 
his dip in form for Liverpool 
after an outstanding season 
in 2019-2020.

reece James will battle the 
more experienced Kieran Trip-
pier and Kyle Walker for that role.

Midfield
Despite the absence of Jack 

Grealish and James maddison 
due to injury, Southgate’s latest 
squad is still blessed with an 
array of young creative talent.

Phil Foden, mason mount 
and Jude Bellingham will be 
looking to cement their places 
in the squad for the summer.

at 28, Jesse Lingard is now 
one of the older heads in the 
squad and has earned a recall 
after a bright start to a loan 
spell at West ham.

But a lack of game time at 
Tottenham looks set to end 
Dele alli’s chances of an in-
ternational return.

Liverpool captain Jordan 
henderson faces a race against 
time to prove his fitness for 
euro 2020 after groin surgery.

West ham’s Declan rice and 
Kalvin Phillips of Leeds are 
the two holding midfielders 
in pole position if henderson 

fails to make it.

Forwards
captain harry Kane and ra-

heem Sterling have been eng-
land’s reliable source of goals 
since the World cup.

Fitness permitting, both 
seem guaranteed to start the 
euro with the final place in 
the front three coming down 
to battle between marcus 
rashford and Jadon Sancho.

There is fierce competition 
just to make the squad in the 
front line.

Dominic calvert-Lewin’s 
prolific season for everton has 
seen him edge ahead as the re-
serve for Kane at number nine.

Bukayo Saka is included in the 
latest squad, ahead of mason 
Greenwood and callum hud-
son-Odoi, who were named in 
the Under-21 squad for the group 
stages of their own european 
championship this month.

Leicester’s harvey Barnes 
is also a contender as only a 
knee injury robbed him of a 
call-up this month. AFP

Five talking points ahead of 2021 motoGP season
The 2021 motoGP season 
sparks into life in Qatar on 
march 28. aFP Sport looks at 
five talking points ahead of the 
curtain-raiser at the Losail 
International circuit:

Lights on
One year on after covid-19 

forced the cancellation of the 
first round of the motoGP 

championship in Qatar the gulf 
state’s Losail International cir-
cuit takes centre stage with 
back-to-back night races on 
march 28 and again on april 4 
to get the 2021 campaign off to 
an atmospheric and theatrical 
floodlit start. Qatar, which host-
ed pre-season testing, has 
offered coronavirus vaccines to 
the entire paddock. The motoGP 

circus then moves on to the 
algarve in Portugal for the third 
leg of a 19-race calendar, with 
two further races in the US and 
argentina expected to be slotted 
in towards the end of the year. 
Practice for march 28’s opener 
gets underway on march 25.

Marquez missing
The six-time motoGP world 

champion is the notable absen-
tee from Qatar’s double header. 
his season-ending crash in the 
first race last year led to three 
operations on his fractured right 
arm, the last in December, and 
left the way clear for his fellow 
Spaniard Joan mir to claim his 
crown.

The 28-year-old pulled out of 
this weekend’s curtain-raiser on 
march 22, saying that although 
his recovery was going well he 
required more time before 
returning to the day job. With 
his next medical check-up on 
april 12 that suggests Portugal’s 
third leg on april 18 as a target 
for his overdue return. The hon-

da star has downplayed his 
chances of reclaiming his throne 
this term.

No rest for ‘the doctor’
Valentino rossi is entering his 

26th year of competition at the 
ripe old age of 42 but ‘the doc-
tor’s’ drive and determination 
remain undimmed as he leaves 
a factory team for the first time 
since 2002 for Yamaha’s satellite 
SrT stable.

The seven-time motoGP 
world champion is optimistic 
the switch will trigger an upturn 
in results after his worst season 
in 2020 left him in 15th in the 
riders’ standings with two races 
missed due to coronavirus. 
Whether this is his swansong 
season depends in large part on 
his track performance. “It is not 
an easy decision. I will decide 
during the summer break, in the 
middle of the season,” he told 
motogp.com. “my decision will 
be based on results. If I am 
strong, can fight for podiums 
and victories, I will continue 

another year.” rossi’s teammate 
is Franco morbidelli, a graduate 
from rossi’s Vr46 academy. The 
2020 runner-up describes his 
mentor as “like a big brother”. 
rossi is counting on their close 
friendship to withstand the 
natural rivalry that develops 
between riders on the same 
team. “To fight and still be 
friends we will need to have a 
real friendship.”

Mir - the consistent champion
marquez’s premature exit 

opened the way for a thrilling 
topsy-turvy title tussle last year 
with Joan mir landing the spoils 
in the penultimate race a week 
after finally claiming his first 
motoGP victory and ending a 
winless run stretching back to 
2017 when he was crowned 
moto3 world champion. cred-
ited for his consistency the 
Suzuki rider from mallorca can 
be expected to put up a resilient 
title defence against a slew of 
serious challengers. among 
them France’s Fabio Quartararo 

who takes rossi’s place in the 
Yamaha factory team. he 
marked himself down as a 
future champion with wins in 
the first two races before bike 
issues upset his bid to become 
France’s first motoGP champi-
on. he said from his home in 
andorra in February: “I’m ready 
to win the championship. In 
2019, I made the podium, last 
year some wins, all that’s miss-
ing is the final step, to be cham-
pion of the world.”

Testing times
australian Jack miller will 

have plenty to say in the title 
race based on the evidence of 
pre-season testing at Losail this 
month. miller’s Ducati led the 
times with the fastest lap – 
1min 53.183 – ever recorded at 
the track. a trio of Yamahas 
belonging to maverick Vinales, 
Fabio Quartararo and Franco 
morbidelli were hot on his 
heels with miller’s Ducati team-
mate Francesco Bagnaia com-
pleting the top five. AFP

England’s manager Gareth Southgate (centre) speaks with England’s defender Conor Coady during the 
international friendly football match between England and Wales on October 8. AFP

UFC champion Zhang Weili is agonising over her second Covid shot as 
she wants nothing to disrupt preparations for her title defence. STR/AFP

Yamaha’s Valentino Rossi takes part in the first practice session of the 
MotoGP Valencia Grand Prix on November 13. AFP

china’s UFc champ 
delays jab for match
ZhaNG Weili, china’s first and 
only UFc champion, is agonis-
ing over her second shot of a 
coronavirus vaccine because 
she wants nothing to disrupt 
preparations for her title 
defence.

The 30-year-old puts her 
strawweight belt on the line for 
the second time when she faces 
rose “Thug” Namajunas at UFc 
261 in Florida on april 24.

Zhang who boasts a 21-1 
win-loss mma record, said that 
she had the first shot of a vac-
cine against the coronavirus 
but not yet the second one nec-
essary for full effectiveness.

“I didn’t have any reaction to 
the first shot, but those who 
had the second shot said there 
would be a reaction,” said 
Zhang, who was speaking to 
aFP via video call from her 
training base in Beijing

“That would affect my train-
ing and could mean no training 
for three days in a row. So I didn’t 
dare have the second one.”

Given the higher rate of 
infection in the United States, 
Zhang is still weighing up 
whether to have the second 
dose before she travels there 
next month. Only chinese-
made coronavirus vaccines 
are available in china.

Zhang became china’s first 
UFc champion in 2019, then 
burnished her fast-growing 
reputation with a thrilling vic-

tory over Joanna Jedrzejczyk in 
Las Vegas in march 2020 to 
defend her title.

The brutal dust-up was 
regarded as fight of the year, 
before the pandemic checked 
her momentum.

Ultimate Fighting champi-
onship chief Dana White has 
pledged that there will be a full 
crowd in Jacksonville for UFc 
261, despite the threat of the 
coronavirus.

Zhang is in confident mood 
ahead of what promises to be 
another bruising battle against 
the US-born Namajunas, a for-
mer strawweight champion.

But given the opportunity to 
predict what punishment she 
will inflict on the 28-year-old, the 
chinese fighter said only that it 
would be “a wonderful” bout.

She used a chinese saying to 
underline the respect she has 
for Namajunas.

“From an exchange of blows, 
friendship grows,” said Zhang, 
who is favoured by bookmakers 
because of her superior power.

“I think this a wonderful 
thing. In fact, if you want me 
to trash-talk her, I really don’t 
know how to.

“But she definitely wants to 
win, and so do I. So let’s see 
who gives whom a lesson – 
who is the teacher and who is 
the student.

“It will be clear in the Octa-
gon.” AFP
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India jubilant 
after 66-run 
ODI victory 
over England 
I

nDIa skipper Virat Kohli said 
march 23’s 66-run win over 
England was “one of the sweet-
est” after his bowlers hit back 

following a batting onslaught in the 
first one-day international (ODI).

chasing 318 for victory, the tour-
ists were bowled out for 251 in 42.1 
overs despite Jonny Bairstow’s 94 
and his opening stand of 135 with 
Jason roy to trail the three-match 
series 1-0.

Shikhar Dhawan hit 98 while KL 
rahul, 62 not out, and Krunal Pan-
dya, unbeaten 58 off 31 balls, steered 
the hosts to 317-5 after being put 
into bat first.

“This is one of our sweetest victories 
in the recent past,” skipper Virat Kohli 
said in the post-match presentation.

“It is right up there purely because 
from 135-1 getting nine wickets is 
simply outstanding. I am a really, re-
ally proud man right now.”

Prasidh Krishna, who returned ODI 
figures of 4-54, a best by an Indian on 
debut, and fellow quick bowler Shar-
dul Thakur shared seven wickets be-
tween them and turned the game on 
its head after the Bairstow-roy blitz.

Krishna broke the stand to send 
back roy for 46 and then struck in 
his next over with the key wicket of 
Ben Stokes for one.

he nearly got his third on the next 
ball when morgan edged his first ball 
to Kohli at slip but the India captain 
dropped the catch.

Thakur soon took over from Krish-
na to deny Bairstow his hundred 
after getting the opener caught at 
deep midwicket.

he then struck twice in his next 
over to send back morgan, for 22, 
and Jos Buttler, lbw for two, as Eng-
land slipped further to 176-5.

moeen ali made a fighting 30 be-
fore falling to Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
who combined with Pandya and 
Krishna to wipe out the tail.

“We need to execute better than 
we did today. India did really well 
and deserved to win,” said England 
captain Eoin morgan.

“Being able to take the attack to 
the opposition is something that we 
pride ourselves on. We want to con-
tinue to push the envelope in that 
regard. It’s better for us to lose like 
this than losing by 20 runs.”

‘Bigger scores’
The away side have fitness worries 

after Sam Billings “sprained his col-
lar bone joint” and skipper morgan 
needed four stitches on the web-
bing between his thumb and index 
finger.

On the injuries morgan said, “we 
are going to wait 48 hours, see how 
it is. Give them as much time as 
needed to hopefully be available for 
march 26 (second ODI).

“When you have a split webbing 
fielding is a concern and with Sam ob-
viously landing while he is fielding.”

For India, left-hander Pandya, 

who played alongside his younger 
brother hardik Pandya, put on an 
unbroken stand of 112 with wicket-
keeper-batsman rahul as India fin-
ished with a flourish.

Stokes struck first with his pace 
bowling, claiming rohit Sharma 
caught behind for 28. he returned 
figures of 3-34 from eight overs.

Dhawan put on 105 for the second 
wicket with Kohli. he made his 31st 
ODI fifty with a six off leg-spinner 
adil rashid.

Kohli reached a run-a-ball fifty but 
fell for 56 to pace bowler mark Wood.

“If I had stayed with Shikhar 

around that 40-over period we could 
have got 350,” said Kohli.

“England hit some amazing shots, 
and scores will be high scoring mov-
ing forward, and we’ll look to get 
bigger scores moving forward.”

Dhawan, who hit 11 fours and two 
sixes in his 106-ball knock, fell short 
of his hundred after he mistimed a 
pull off Stokes.

Pandya completed his 50 in 26 
balls to record the fastest fifty for 
an ODI debutant and later choked 
up with emotion while dedicating 
the innings to his father who died in 
January. AFP

Olympic torch to shine light on Fukushima’s recovery
WhEn the Tokyo Olympics torch relay 
kicks off in Fukushima on march 25, 
runners are hoping it will show the 
world the area is no “nuclear waste-
land”, a decade after the 2011 disaster.

The pandemic might have over-
shadowed a Games once billed as the 
“recovery Olympics” after the earth-
quake and tsunami catastrophe, but 
Fukushima torchbearers say the relay 
can show their home in a new light.

“From afar, Fukushima might look 
like a place where time has stood 
still,” said hanae nojiri, a reporter 
with a local TV station who will take 
part in the relay.

“But when people see the specta-
tors lining the roads and the passion 
of the runners, I think they’ll update 
their image of the place.”

The virus-delayed torch relay 
begins about 32km from the Fuku-
shima Daiichi nuclear plant that 
went into meltdown when the mas-
sive quake and tsunami struck on 
march 11, 2011.

around 18,500 people were left 
dead or missing, most of them vic-
tims of the devastating tsunami.

Tens of thousands were forced to flee 
their homes, with radiation making 
some areas uninhabitable for years.

The area’s recovery is not complete 
even now, but residents are ready to 
show the world how much progress 
has been made.

The torch relay will start at the 
J-Village football training facility, 
which was once the front-line com-
mand centre for the clean-up opera-
tion at the nuclear plant.

now it has been restored to its 
original purpose, with pristine green 
pitches welcoming the footballers 
who train there.

“I think it’s very meaningful that the 
relay will start from Fukushima 10 
years after the disaster,” said nojiri.

‘Mixed feelings’
The Olympics and the relay were 

delayed by a year because of the pan-
demic and ongoing virus fears mean 
the torch festivities have been pared 
back, with the departure ceremony 
and first leg closed to the public.

cheering is forbidden along the 
route, which will criss-cross Japan 
and involve around 10,000 runners, 
and the relay will be suspended if 
large crowds gather.

Yumiko nishimoto, a torchbearer 
on the first day, has “mixed feelings” 
over the behind-closed-doors depar-
ture ceremony, which features a sim-
plified programme with a reduced 
number of performers.

“Local people were looking forward 
to it, and some of them wanted to go 
and watch,” said nishimoto, who 
leads a community project to plant 
20,000 cherry trees, one of the initia-
tives to restore the area.

“I wonder if organisers could have 
made more of an effort, considering 
it’s an outdoor event. The situation 
with infections is not the same here 
as it is in Tokyo.”

But nishimoto is determined not 
to let the virus put a dampener on 
the occasion, which she sees as a 
chance to show “both positive and 
negative aspects” of Fukushima’s 
recovery.

Organisers have been keen to play 
up the benefits of hosting the Olympics 
for areas affected by the disaster.

But parts of the region remain off-
limits due to high radiation, and 
some hollowed-out towns are still 
struggling to lure people back to 
rebuild their communities.

“The torch relay will pass through 
areas where people still can’t return, 
and you can’t cover that up – that’s 
the reality and you need to under-
stand that,” said nojiri.

“But a lot of people are moving for-
ward and living life with a smile on their 
faces, and I want people to see that.”

‘Back on its feet’
William mcmichael, a canadian 

lecturer at Fukushima University 
who has lived in the area since 2007, 
has been inviting overseas students 
since the disaster, in the hope of 
changing perceptions.

“There was a huge gap between 
what the world was saying about 
Fukushima and what was actually 
going on here,” mcmichael said, 
arguing it was portrayed as “a nucle-
ar wasteland” outside of Japan.

mcmichael, who will run on the 
third day of the relay, wants the 
world to see what Fukushima is 
really like and hopes residents will 
“realise that the whole world is still 
thinking about them”.

Fukushima will also play an active 
part in the Games, hosting Olympic 
baseball and softball.

and nojiri thinks the region can 
offer the world important lessons and 
hope at a tough time.

“Ten years ago, Fukushima went 
through a disaster that other coun-
tries haven’t experienced, but it got 
back on its feet,” she said.

“I want people to see that positive 
attitude, especially now with the 
world facing up to a crisis.” AFP

India’s captain Virat Kohli plays a shot during the first one-day international (ODI) cricket match between India and England at the 
Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium in Pune on Tuesday. AFP

A runner holds the Olympic torch during a rehearsal of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics torch 
relay in Tokyo on February 15, 2020. AFP
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