
May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Economy and 
Finance on March 29 launched 
a $200 million credit guarantee 
scheme to provide small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SME) with larger loans and 
easier application procedures 
to ensure their businesses 
remain afloat during the ongo-
ing Covid-19 crisis.

The Business Recovery Guar-
antee Scheme (BRGS), under 
the ministry’s Credit Guarantee 
Corporation of Cambodia Plc 
(CGCC), will widen access to 
formal loans from participating 
financial institutions (PFI) for 
working capital, investment 
and business expansions, the 
ministry said in a press release.

Applicants must be majority 
Cambodian-owned to qualify 

for loans under BRGS, it said, 
noting that the initiative is con-
sistent with government policy 
that addresses crisis survival 
and recovery support for the 
economy during the pandemic.

CGCC is the Kingdom’s first 
credit guarantee corporation, 
established by sub-decree No 
140 ANKr BK on September 1 
as a state-owned enterprise 
under the ministry’s technical 

and financial direction.
The ministry noted that 

CGCC’s primary mission is to 
provide credit guarantees to 
PFIs to support and assist finan-
cially-viable businesses that 
lack collateral to secure loans.

CGCC’s guarantee will act 
as collateral or security for 
70-80 per cent of the loan 
amount borrowed from PFIs 
and hence reduce the physi-

cal collateral required from 
borrowers, it said.

Ministry secretary of state and 
CGCC chairman Ros Seilava 
said the instrument comes at a 
timely moment to support busi-
nesses that plan to borrow from 
the PFIs during the pandemic.

“This milestone supports the 
government’s policy to maintain
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Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
announced a large-scale Covid-
19 vaccination campaign that 
will roll out one million doses per 

month to people across the country. 
In an audio message on March 29, 

he instructed all provincial governors 
to prepare accommodations for med-
ical specialists who will travel to the 
provinces to carry out the campaign. 

“We will roll out at least one million 
doses. The vaccines we have pur-
chased and received as donations 
will come one after another. We are 
set to inoculate our people,” he said. 

The prime minister advised the au-
thorities to work with hotel and guest-
house owners to offer accommodation 
at no cost as a “humanitarian gesture”.

“I suggest that the ad-hoc vacci-
nation commissions only plan on 
spending for travel and food. The ac-

commodations fall within the respon-
sibility of the provincial governors. 
I think that all provincial governors 
will have an easy time taking care of it 
with the help of the hotel and guest-
house owners in their localities. 

“We need to watch our spending at 
the national level because a great deal of 
our funding was donated by very gener-
ous people,” Hun Sen said, referencing a

1M doses per month 
in Covid-19 jab drive

$200M credit guarantee scheme launched

Giant ship 
blocking 
Suez canal 
refloated
THE MV Ever Given was refloated and 
the Suez Canal reopened on March 
29, sparking relief almost a week after 
the huge container ship got stuck 
during a sandstorm and blocked a 
major artery for global trade.

AFP correspondents observed tug-
boat crews sounding their foghorns 
in celebration after the 400m-long 
cargo megaship Ever Given was dis-
lodged from the banks of the Suez.

World oil prices eased on the news 
of the reopening of the waterway that 
connects the Mediterranean and Red 
Sea and through which more than 10 
per cent of world trade passes.

Suez Canal Authority (SCA) head 
Admiral Osama Rabie at around 3pm 
local time “announced the resumption 
of shipping traffic in the Suez Canal”, 
the authority said in a statement.

The SCA has cautioned, however, that 
it will take more than three days to clear 
the traffic jams of ships that were stuck 
at the northern and southern ends of 
the canal. By the end of the drama, the 
tailback had reached 425 vessels.

Dutch company SMIT Salvage, 
which played a key role in the opera-
tion, said its “team of experts, working 
in close collaboration with the Suez 
Canal Authority, successfully refloat-
ed” the ship at 3:05pm local time. 

The operation, carried out under 
time pressure and “the watchful eye 
of the world”, required 13 tug boats 
and the dredging of approximately 
30,000 cubic metres of sand, said a 
statement by Peter Berdowski, CEO 
of its parent company Boskalis.

The breakthrough followed what 
appeared to be a setback and came 
moments after the ship had tempo-
rarily settled back into the diagonal 
position it had been stuck in after 
running aground on March 23.

Maritime data company Lloyd’s List 
said the blockage had held up an esti-
mated $9.6 billion worth of cargo each 
day between Asia and Europe. AFPcoNtINued – page 2

stroll around
a man ferries a woman and her daughter around in a cyclo along preah ang eng street (street 13) on the eastern part of phsar chas, or 
old market, in daun penh district’s phsar chas commune in the capital. HENG CHIVOAN
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flurry of large donations to-
talling tens of millions of 
dollars in recent days given 
by prominent businessmen 
to help the government fight 
covid-19. 

The ministry of health has 
reported that there are cur-
rently 355 designated vaccina-
tion sites across the country, 
between the previously existing 
ones and the latest additions. 

cambodia has purchased 
1.5 million doses of the Sino-
vac vaccine from china with 
those arriving in the Kingdom 
late last week. 

The government has also re-
ceived a donation of one mil-
lion doses of the Sinopharm 
vaccine from china, with the 
first shipment of 600,000 doses 
having arrived in Phnom Penh 
on February 7 and the other 
300,000 doses scheduled to 
arrive on march 31. 

Early this month, 324,000 
doses of the astraZeneca vac-
cines, marketed as covishield, 
also arrived in Phnom Penh 
through the World health Or-
ganisation’s covax initiative.

Or Vandine, health ministry 

spokeswoman and head of the 
vaccination commission, said 
in a press release on march 27 
that the astraZeneca vaccine 
would be provided to all em-
bassy and international NGO 
staff working in cambodia. 

according to Vandine, 
Phnom Penh is home to 18 
embassies with 741 staff 
members in total.  Embassy 
staff had already been vac-
cinated on march 26 at the 
National Paediatric hospital.  
There are also 44 organisa-
tions operating in cambodia 
under the umbrella of the UN, 
with a total of 162 staff who 
will be vaccinated at calmette 
hospital from march 26-31.

The Kingdom also has mul-
tilateral and bilateral inter-
national organisations which 
employ 443 workers. The min-
istry of Foreign affairs and In-
ternational cooperation has 
notified them that they can 
be inoculated on march 30 at 
the Preah ang Duong hospi-
tal, she said.

as of march 29, cambodia 
had recorded a total of 2,273 
covid-19 cases with 1,087 re-
maining hospitalised and 11 
confirmed deaths.

Kingdom pushes on 
with jab drive for int’l 
NGOs, embassies, UN

Deceased with suspected covid 
must be handed over to ministry
Voun Dara

m
INISTrY of Justice 
s p o k e s p e r s o n 
Kim Santepheap 
has reiterated 

that the management and dis-
posal of corpses infected with 
covid-19 is the responsibility 
of the ministry of health.

The reaffirmation comes 
as the Kingdom grapples 
with the ongoing commu-
nity outbreak of covid-19, 
with infections and deaths 
from the disease rising at an 
alarming level.

In a Facebook post on march 
28, Santepheap said if people 
suspect a corpse has been 
infected with covid-19, the 

family of the deceased must 
cooperate with the ministry 
to dispose of the body or they 
will face a fine as well as crim-
inal penalties. The families 
must cooperate with health 
officials to take samples from 
corpses for analysis.

“While waiting for the re-
sults of the tests, the body 
must remain in the control 
of the health ministry in co-
operation with other relevant 
authorities,” he said.

Santepheap said if the re-
sults of the sample return 
negative for covid-19, the 
ministry would hand over the 
body to the family for their 
further arrangements.

But if the result is positive, 

it falls under the jurisdiction 
of the ministry in cooperation 
with sub-national authorities 
as stated in articles 15 and 25 
of the sub-decree on health 
measures to prevent the 
spread of covid-19 and other 
contagious diseases.

The articles state that an in-
dividual who handles a body 
that has died from covid-19 
would be punished with a 
fine of five to 20 million riel 
($1,250 to $5,000) and are 
subject to criminal charges.

Phnom Penh municipal 
hall spokesman met meas 
Pheakdey could not be reached 
for comment on the matter.

But Phnom Penh governor 
Khuong Sreng has said that 

a team from the municipal 
administration had been 
clearing land near the foot of 
Oral mountain in Kampong 
Speu province to build a cre-
matorium for the disposal of 
corpses with covid-19 after 
receiving approval from the 
provincial hall.

“We cannot build a crema-
torium for covid-19 victims 
in urban areas because it is 
contagious. The crematorium 
has to be constructed accord-
ing to technical standards.

“Therefore, I decided to 
order some equipment from 
Thailand and build four elec-
tric crematoriums on 10ha of 
land next to Oral mountain in 
Kampong Speu,” he said.

Health workers carry the body of a deceased Covid-19 patient in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district on Saturday. Facebook

Education ministry: No tobacco promotion
Long Kimmarita

a DEcISION by the ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sport to 
ban any collaboration or part-
nerships between educational 
institutions under its jurisdic-
tion and the tobacco industry 
was the right move, a local 
NGO said.  

In a press release on march 
29, cambodia movement for 
health (cmh) said this will help 
curb the promotion of tobacco 
products in the country.

cmh said the so-called cor-
porate Social responsibility 
(cSr) programme initiated by 
the tobacco industry was 
intended to promote tobacco 
products and a form of mar-
keting exploitation.

“Providing places in public 
and private institutions to pro-
mote or exhibit programmes 
sponsored by the tobacco 
industry is now prohibited. 
This instruction is participa-
tion in implementing the [UN] 
convention on Tobacco con-
trol,” it said.

cmh executive director Dr 
mom Kong told The Post on 
march 29 that the tobacco 
industry has used cSr strate-
gies to build relationships 

with decision-makers, influ-
encing their policy prepara-
tion while all the while pro-
moting its own image.

he added that the tobacco 
industry also used social 
events to build trust, gain prof-
it and prevent health protection 
policy through partnerships 
with educational institutions 
across the country. 

“many research documents 
show that even though activi-
ties arranged by the tobacco 
industry are generous, they all 
have a marketing purpose. The 
business only aims to sell their 
products easily. They want 
children and youth to know 
their products,” he said.

article 5.3 of the World 
health Organisation’s Frame-

work convention on Tobacco 
control states that public 
health and the tobacco indus-
try have conflict of interests 
that cannot be reconciled. The 
tobacco companies, it said, 
produce and promote tobacco 
products that have been sci-
entifically discovered to cause 
health and social problems, 
including poverty.

A billboard warns of the risks associated with smoking tobacco cigarettes. Post staFF

A medical worker prepares a dose of the Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine 
at Dangkor Referral Hospital in southern Phnom Penh. HoNG MeNea
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T
HE Ministry of 
Labour and Voca-
tional Training has 
announced that 40 

per cent of the Kingdom’s 
nearly two million workers 
and employees in sectors tar-
geted by its vaccination cam-
paign have already registered 
to voluntarily receive the jab. 

The ministry said relevant 
training for participating 
medical workers began on 
March 29 to prepare for the 
upcoming vaccination drive. 

The labour ministry’s in-
spection department direc-
tor, Ouk Chanthou, said the 
ministry is working with in-
spectors at each factory and 
with the factory’s owners to 
collect the names of all of 
the workers who plan on be-
ing vaccinated. 

“A specific date to admin-
ister them hasn’t been set 
yet. We have not determined 
whether the jab can be pro-
vided to them before or af-
ter Khmer New Year, but we 
held the training course for 
medical workers this morn-
ing via video conference,” 
he said.

Up to 15 people received 
the virtual training per each 
location where the vaccina-
tions are set to be carried out, 
but Chanthou noted that the 
training was mostly a for-
mality because the trainees 
are already medical profes-
sionals and therefore highly 
knowledgeable in this area.

Chanthou added that his 
ministry had checked into 
57 total locations in Phnom 
Penh, but they may reduce 
the number of locations to 
41, depending on decisions 
by the senior leadership. 

Vaccinations for factory 
workers and other large-
scale enterprise employees 
are managed by the labour 
ministry and the Garment 
Manufacturers Association 
in Cambodia (GMAC). Some 
500 medical nurses and doc-
tors are now trained to ad-
minister the jabs.

“In order to save lives, all 
workers please go and get 
the Covid-19 jab. But re-
member to continue to com-
ply with all other preventive 
measures even if you’ve been 
vaccinated until instructed 

otherwise,” Chanthou said.
GMAC deputy secretary-

general Kaing Monika told 
The Post that his association 
had already contacted the 
factories about their on-site 
medical staff and they had 
responded by sending them 
a list of 534 nurses and doc-
tors as of March 29.

“We sent their list of names 
to the labour ministry al-
ready and they will hold a 
technical training course. 
Firstly, the health ministry 
will teach the Occupational 
Safety and Health (OSH) de-

partment staff about vacci-
nation procedures and tech-
niques,” he said.

After the OSH department 
staff has been fully trained, 
they will in turn provide 
training to factory medical 
staff based on the list that 
GMAC had submitted. 

“We are urging factories to 
also send the names in ad-
vance of their workers who 
are volunteering to get this 
vaccination . . . This is done on 
a voluntary basis,” he said. 

Soth Samol, a factory work-
er at Vattanac Industrial Park 

1 factory in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district, told The 
Post on March 29 that he had 
registered for the vaccine.  

“I volunteered to get vac-
cinated against Covid-19. 
No one forced me to do it. I 
want to protect myself and 
my family members against 
the virus,” he said.

He said about 800 other 
workers in his factory had 
also registered for the vac-
cine, though there were still 
some workers who had de-
clined the opportunity for 
various reasons.
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Lay Samean

A SENIOr Ministry of Environment 
official has rejected the Cambodian 
Youth Network (CYN) report detailing 
100 illegal logging incidents they 
claim took place in early 2021 in Prey 
Preah roka Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Preah Vihear province.

The denials came after the CYN 
issued a report on March 29 regard-
ing these 100 cases and what they say 
is an ongoing burning and deforesta-
tion in Prey Preah roka Wildlife Sanc-
tuary that had begun since local com-
munities, organisations, associations 
and forest activists had all been 
barred from any patrolling of the 
sanctuary.

Environment ministry spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra dismissed the CYN 
report, noting that they are not legal-
ly recognised as a partner organisa-
tion of the environment ministry. 

“I won’t comment on a report that 
was compiled without the environ-
ment ministry’s permission or in 
accordance with the laws on pro-
tected natural areas,” he said.

He emphasised that government 
through the environment ministry 
continues its efforts to protect and 
conserve natural resources in all 7.3 
million hectares of protected natural 
areas. 

Pheaktra said while he acknowl-
edged that small-scale forest crimes 
persisted, no major crimes have been 
committed recently as the ministry 
is continuing to prevent them and 
also to focus on the livelihoods of 
residents in the communities sur-
rounding the various sanctuaries.

CYN’s report claimed that between 
March 19-21 this year, the forest pro-
tection project team of their organi-
sation gathered evidence of forest 
crimes in Prey Preah roka Wildlife 
Sanctuary, across Choam Ksan, 
Tbeng Meanchey and Chheb districts 
of Preah Vihear province.

“We found 100 cases of criminal 
activity that had recently taken place 
in the forest, mostly the logging of 
rare and priceless trees of about 45cm 
up to 1.35m in diameter in areas of 
jungle and semi-dense forest,” the 
report read.

Heng Kimhong, a programme 
manager for research and advocacy 
at CYN, told The Post that the stumps 
documented for all 100 cases are 
those of trees that were cut down 
early this year.

“We confirmed the evidence again 
and again of recent woodcutting. 
There were traces of sawdust still 
present, pieces of wood that weren’t 
rotten and fresh leaves on branches 
that had been trimmed. 

“We are confident in our data col-
lection for these 100 cases of logging, 
which we received from a network of 
forest activists who watch over the 
protected areas of Prey Preah roka 
Wildlife Sanctuary,” he said.

He said his team was planning to 
submit the report to the environment 
ministry in the near future. 

“We are really worried about losing 
our forests forever. Deforestation 
could lead to the extinction of rare and 
valuable tree species. Illegal defor-
estation affects wildlife sanctuaries. 
Loss of the habitat leads to the loss of 
the animals,” Kimhong said.

Garment workers line up for jab

report details violence against journalists
Lay Samean

AT LEAST 31 out of 72 journal-
ists who were either attacked 
or threatened with violence 
while doing their job last year 
were imprisoned, according to 
the Cambodian Journalists Alli-
ance Association (CamboJA).

In its 28-page report pub-
lished on March 29, the asso-
ciation detailed harassment 
cases against journalists who 
it said were often unfairly tar-
geted for exercising their 
legal rights and freedom in 
reporting stories.

“CamboJA has recorded 35 
cases of harassment against 
72 journalists in 2020. The 
most common types of har-
assment were imprisonment 
and violence.

“At least 31 journalists were 
imprisoned [about 43 per 
cent of cases] and 22 journal-
ists were either attacked or 
threatened with violence 
while on duty,” it said in the 
“Cambodian Journalism Sit-
uation report 2020”.

CamboJA executive director 
Nop Vy said the finding showed 
that journalists who covered 
and reported on the interests 
of the military and powerful 
officials were still being perse-
cuted through the judiciary, 

which applied the Criminal 
Code instead of the press law. 
He said journalists were also 
vulnerable to repeated assault 
and other forms of violence.

“We call on the government 
to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of all journalists so that they 
can exercise their rights to freely 
report without fear,” he said.

Ministry of Information 
spokesman Meas Sophorn 
dismissed the findings as an 
accusation without legal basis 
against law enforcement 
agencies in Cambodia.

He said authorities only took 
measures against journalists 
who have broken the law.

“In the past, law enforcement 

agencies have handled cases 
based on facts and the law. 
Therefore, enforcing the law 
against journalists who violate 
the law is not tantamount to 
harassment, threat or intimida-
tion,” Sophorn said.

“It means that if a journalist 
acts in a proper and profes-
sional manner with ethics, he 

or she can fulfill their role in 
Cambodia freely,” he added.

Huy Vannak, president of 
the Union of Journalist Fed-
erations of Cambodia (UJFC), 
said most of the cases result-
ed from unethical and unpro-
fessional journalists.

“We recognise that there are 
journalists who face legal chal-
lenges in court. But most of 
them are online and unprofes-
sional journalists. If journalists 
are from a professional institu-
tion, they don’t face any prob-
lems in their profession.”

“At a a glance, it seems that 
authorities are brutal. But it 
is actually because of some 
unethical journalists. Their 
unprofessinalism makes a 
bad impression on the public 
and it affects professional 
journalists,” he said.

But CamboJA considers the 
ongoing imprisonment, 
detention and physical 
threats against journalists as 
undermining the media’s role 
in a democratic society and 
strikes fear in those who cov-
er stories or cases involving 
powerful officials.

It said Criminal Code 
remains a powerful legal tool 
which is too often applied to 
intimidate and imprison 
journalists.

Youth group
claims illegal
loggers have
raided roka

Garment workers commute to work on National Road 3 in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district. HONG MENEA
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Journalists gather at the Phnom Penh Municipal court last year. HENG CHIVOAN
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Long Kimmarita

ThE Pailin Provincial adminis-
tration is setting up a commit-
tee to handle the case of former 
provincial health department 
official Khem monykosal, who 
was sacked by governor Ban 
Sreymom for alleged profes-
sional misconduct. 

The move came after the 
ministry of civil Service wrote 
a letter to the governor urging 
her to resolve the case accord-
ing to standard procedures.

a provincial level doctor, 
monykosal, filed a complaint 
on march 24 to the ministries 
of health and civil service 
seeking their intervention.

In his letter addressed to 
Pailin provincial governor 
Ban Sreymom on march 26, 
minister of civil Service Prum 
Sokha advised cautious de-
liberation of the matter and 
strict adherence to the minis-
try’s guidelines.

“I would like to refer this 
complaint back to the Pailin 
Provincial administration and 
ask them to establish a pro-
vincial committee for dispute 
resolution to solve this case in 
accordance with the law and 
with respect shown for all of 
the usual principles, standards 
and procedures,” he wrote.

Sokha said the procedures 
in question were found in ar-
ticles 67 to 70 of the royal De-
cree on Sub-National admin-
istrative human resources 
and in other statutes and le-

gal documents. he expected 
that the provincial governor 
would resolve the issue this 
time in a more satisfactory 
manner.

The governor could not 
be reached for comment on 
march 29.

Un Bunly, head of adminis-
tration at the provincial hall, 
told The Post on march 29 
that officials were preparing 
to set up a committee to ad-
dress the issue as instructed.

“The ministry gave us 50 
days and we are preparing the 
committee,” he said, declining 
to elaborate on how the com-
mittee would handle the case. 

he said once the committee 
is established, it will be an ef-
fective way to resolve any dis-
putes related to civil service 
employment in the province. 

reached for comment on 
march 29, monykosal told 
The Post that he was happy 
about these developments. 
he hoped that his case would 
be resolved justly and that 
the provincial administration 
would act in the interests of 
justice.

“I thank the national lead-
ership for taking the time to 
review the contents of my 
complaint and for finding a 
fair way to move forward in 
addressing this problem. 

“I’m waiting to see what 
happens next. So far, no one 
has called me for question-
ing, so I’m just waiting,” he 
said.

Sacked Pailin official 
will meet committee

Teachers adapt to covid era
Voun Dara

m
INISTrY of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport spokesman 
ros Soveacha told 

The Post that the ministry had 
urged all teacher training insti-
tutes to continue to implement 
their training programmes in 
full by using empty classrooms 
as study halls as well as through 
the continued use of distance 
learning technology. 

“The ministry has assigned 
instructors areas of respon-
sibility for training teachers 
for each technical level. This 
division of duties will make 
it clear what each person’s re-
sponsibilities are in providing 
training [to teachers] in the 
use of new teaching methods 
and information technology 
in [the classroom],” he said.

The new teaching methods 
this year that teachers are ex-
pected to acquire from their 
training  include active learning, 
constructive learning, prob-
lem-solving learning, research 
learning and critical thinking – 
as well as in-person and online 
class management skills. 

The ministry had used the 
challenge presented by covid-
19 to enhance and strengthen 
its capacity for online and 
digital learning, which was al-
ready a key component of the 
Education Strategic Plan 2019-
2023, according to Soveacha. 

Sao Vanna, executive direc-
tor of the Kampuchean ac-
tion for Primary Education 

(KaPE), said that with online 
or distance learning during 
covid-19 some teachers had 
experienced difficulties be-
cause they had not gotten 
any training on how to do it 
and they lacked appropriate 
teaching and learning materi-
als for such an arrangement.  

Teachers in rural areas also 
still lacked computers and fast 
enough internet connections, 
Vanna said, so the increase in 
cambodia’s teachers’ capacity 
in this area remained limited.  

however, he said rural teach-
ers did their best to educate 
their students by doing things 
like delivering assignments 
and documents to students 
personally and sometimes 
teaching them in their homes. 

cambodian Independent 

Teachers’ association (cITa) 
president Ouk chhayavy said 
that with teaching online 
there were some teachers – es-
pecially provincial teachers in 
remote areas – who still lacked 
[training in the] proper online 
techniques and access to ma-
terials, and that this was espe-
cially true of older teachers. 

“Older teachers have great 
teaching wisdom, but they 
don’t know the newer teach-
ing methods, especially how 
to make use of potential new 
teaching tools like smart-
phones. They simply have no 
experience teaching under 
these conditions,” she said.

Federation of Education Ser-
vices in cambodia president 
Pech Bolen said that private 
education institutes had long 

discussed online learning and 
teaching and were mostly ready 
for the shift to online during the 
pandemic because they under-
stood what was required and 
cooperated to achieve it. 

“Private education institutes 
had prepared lessons and were 
teaching online already with 
online classroom portals and 
thousands of videos. So, teach-
ing and learning in private 
education institutes has been 
easier than in 2020,” he said.

Soveacha of the education 
ministry also confirmed that 
his ministry was continuing 
with a temporary halt to all 
in-person public and private 
education across the country 
that began on march 20. he 
said it would continue until 
further notice due to covid-
19.  

Soveacha said that nation-
wide students could continue 
online learning at their re-
spective homes or on the dig-
ital platform of the education 
ministry including: elearning.
moeys.gov.kh, youtube.com/
moeyscambodia,  facebook.
com/moeys.gov.kh and you-
tube.com/eccdcambodia. 

In addition to those web-
sites, Soveacha noted that les-
sons could be found broad-
cast on TVK2 by the ministry 
of Information, via the app 
of the ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications, the app 
of the Union of Youth Federa-
tions of cambodia and via the 
privately sponsored app E-
School cambodia.

Grade 9 students from Bak Kheng Secondary School take an online 
exam in Prek Leap commune of Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district 
earlier this month. HONG MENEA



NGOs: Reorient mining fund provisions
Long Kimmarita

OXFAM Cambodia and the 
NGO Affiliated Network for 
Social Accountability (ANSA) 
will jointly implement a project 
aimed at providing input to 
the government’s mineral 
resource development fund.

The organisations said the 
project, Improve Access to Min-
ing Development Fund for 
Affected Communities in Cam-
bodia, came after they had 
observed that mineral tax rev-
enues did not seem to address 
problems on the ground or 
help communities affected by 
mining.

In a joint press release on 
March 25, they said that dur-
ing 2015 the Ministry of Mines 

and Energy established a min-
eral resource development 
fund for communities affected 
by mining activities. Income is 
generated from taxes, fines 
and services. The fund would 
be used for development such 
as roads, schools and wells.

The NGOs initiated the 
project to contribute to the 
government in developing and 
proposing standard opera-
tional procedures to help com-
munities affected by mining 
investment.

The project will include 
research, consultation with 
national and sub-national 
administrations, civil society 
organisations and communities 
in order to improve the effective-
ness of access to the mining fund 

for community development.
Oxfam country director Lim 

Solinn said: “Investment in the 
extractive industries has grown 
rapidly in Cambodia. Oxfam 
wants to see this sector invest 
in a sustainable way, contrib-
uting to poverty reduction and 
reduce their impact on society 
and the environment. And the 
revenue collected will be man-
aged responsibly.”

Energy ministry spokesman 
Yos Mony Rath told The Post 
on March 28 that his ministry 
is in charge of the mining 
development fund for affected 
communities, but he was una-
ware of the project.

“I don’t understand why 
these two organisations made 
a press release regarding this 

project. It is a government ini-
tiative that set up a mining 
fund to support local commu-
nity development through the 
energy ministry.

“In reality, we don’t even 
need these organisations to 
participate because we have 
our clear procedures to deal 
with the local community. We 
have a mechanism for com-
munes that are directly and 
indirectly affected by mining,” 
he said, adding that the min-
istry manages the fund based 
on the budget for each project 
and affected community.

He said it would be better if the 
organisations were willing to 
raise additional funds to support 
the affected communities.

ANSA executive director San 
Chey said the project was only 
designed to ensure effective 
and transparent funding from 
mining businesses.

“What we are doing is to 
have one standard operation-
al procedure with input from 
civil organisations and the 
local community for the gov-
ernment to consider when 
allocating funds,” he said.

Chey hoped that the results 
obtained from the implemen-
tation of the pilot project for 
2021 in all affected communi-
ties will be accepted by the 
government, especially the 
energy ministry, and the fund 
will be managed with trans-
parency and accountability.

Citing figures from the min-
istry’s annual meeting in Feb-
ruary last year, the NGOs said 
17 companies were granted 
licences for mining business, 
while 37 licences were given to 

mine exploration firms. They 
said 323 other companies were 
granted licences for mining in 
construction.

And in late March of last 
year, the ministry issued 16 
new licences to mining com-
panies in six provinces includ-
ing Mondulkiri, Preah Vihear, 
Kratie, Stung Treng, Siem Reap 
and Kampong Thom, the joint 
press release said.

Park rangers,
loggers clash, 
exchange fires

RANGERS from the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s 
(RAC) Techo Sen Russey 

Treb Park in Preah Vihear 
province returned many warn-
ing shots to break up loggers 
illegally transporting timber in 
the park, where forest crimes 
continue unabated.

RAC president Sok Touch and 
his team were patrolling in the 
park on March 28 and witnessed 
many illegal logging activities. 
He said that on March 29 logging 
by 31 families living in the park 
seemed to have decreased after 
rangers had seized their tractors.

However, he noticed that many 
outsiders were cutting down big 
trees in the area. He said that 
while patrolling in the forest 
on March 28, rangers had fired 
many warning shots and man-
aged to confiscate one of two 
tractors that were transporting 
big trees. Each tree was up to 
80cm in diameter.    

“Yesterday, many shots were fired 
like in a Hollywood action movie,” 
he said, adding: “If the crimes keep 
happening, how can we preserve 
the area? So we seized evidence 
and it will not be returned”.

Touch said rangers did not have 
the resources to search for the log-
gers who escaped, but he called for 
relevant authorities to help provide 
four more rangers who would work 
with his two men in the park.

“We want to have at least six 
rangers to patrol the park and 
stop illegal logging,” he said. 
They have so far confiscated a 
pickup truck with Military Police 
plates and seven tractors.

Provincial Department of Envi-
ronmental deputy director Meas 
Nhem said on March 29 that 
people often committed forest 
crimes in the dry season. 

People still sneaked into and 
cut down trees in the park that 
is not under the environment 
ministry’s authority.

“In short, some loggings, land 
grabs and forest fires still hap-
pen in protected areas because it 
is the dry season when tractors 
and ox carts can access deep into 
the forest,” he said. Nov Sivutha
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Factory literacy programme expands
Voun Dara

U
NESCO, in cooperation 
with the Garment Manu-
facturers Association in 
Cambodia (GMAC), has 

expanded the scope of literacy pro-
grammes for adults working at gar-
ment factories across the country.

Sao Kanharoat, senior programme 
assistant at the Cambodian Garment 
Training Institute (CGTI), told The 
Post on March 29 that UNESCO and 
the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport had overseen the Factory 
Literacy Programme (FLP) since its 
inception.

Now, in partnership with GMAC 
through CGTI, the ministry and 
UNESCO would ensure that the pro-
gramme is more inclusive. 

“CGTI will participate in the literacy 
programme by setting up some voca-
tional training courses for garment 
workers so that they acquire other 
skills that may be useful throughout 
their lives – not just skills related to 
working in factories,” she said.

She added that after finishing the 
literacy course, they would be able to 
read letters and numbers at Grade 4 or 
6 level of competency at minimum. 

The literacy course is equivalent to 
a basic reading education in a prima-
ry school accredited by the education 
ministry, but learning literacy is an 
important bridge for them to contin-
ue on with learning other vocational 
skills, she explained. 

“As a first step, we try to teach them 
about self-development of skills, 
showing leadership and the paths 
they can follow in order to learn 

technical skills. This will open up 
their career advancement opportu-
nities for them so they can become 
division heads or managers at their 
factories some day,” Kanharoat said. 

Education ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on March 29 that the 
ministry was thankful to all of develop-
ment partners for their assistance with 
initiating this programme, which was 
in line with the Education Strategic 
Plan 2019-2023 and the advancement 
of informal education in Cambodia. 

“Through this literacy programme 

at garment factories from 2016 until 
today we’ve had 2,063 workers who 
have become fully literate with both 
letters and numbers and who are now 
using those skills at work and in their 
day-to-day lives at 25 partner facto-
ries in 12 provinces,” he said.

The FLP was launched by UNESCO 
and the education ministry in 2016 as 
a targeted initiative to upskill factory 
workers and help close the profes-
sional skill gap in the garment, foot-
wear and apparel industry.

Learners who pass the course’s fi-

nal exam are provided a certificate of 
completion by their local provincial 
offices of education. The certificate is 
recognised by the education ministry 
as the equivalent of completing Grade 
4 of a formal education. 

This year, UNESCO and the educa-
tion ministry will be introducing new 
textbooks that will provide learn-
ers with the option to also obtain a 
Grade 6 equivalency. Overall, the pro-
gramme has had an impressive 72 per 
cent completion rate among those 
who have enrolled to date.

Garment workers take a literacy class in September of last year. uNESCo Cambodia

Officials inspect a mining site in Kratie province’s Snuol district in June last year. SuppliEd
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,840 16,800 16,880 16,720

2 GTI 4,060 4,080 4,080 4,000

3 PAS 13,000 13,100 13,140 13,000

4 PEPC 3,050 3,040 3,150 3,000

5 PPAP 13,100 13,100 13,180 13,000

6 PPSP 1,900 1,860 1,920 1,860

7 PWSA 6,380 6,360 6,400 6,340

Date: March 29, 2021

Kingdom’s trade deficit to worsen to $2.3B 
per year with rcEP, UNcTaD expert says
Sangeetha Amarthalingam

c
amBODIa’S trade balance 
is expected to worsen by 
$2.3 billion per annum or 
around 17 per cent due to 

the recently-signed regional com-
prehensive Economic Partnership 
(rcEP), startling data from a joint 
study led by Dr rashmi Banga of the 
UN conference on Trade and Devel-
opment (UNcTaD) revealed.

This trade tariff revenue loss of 
about $334.6 million per year is 
equivalent to 1.24 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 2019, 
nearly the size of the Kingdom’s en-
tire public health expenditure, which 
stands around 1.3 per cent of GDP.

calculations from the Internation-
al Labour Organisation revealed that 
this estimated loss is significantly 
higher than the entire wage bill at na-
tional average wage rates of the total 
number of nurses in cambodia.

“The lost revenue could have paid 
for around 150,000 nurses in cambo-
dia,” said Dr Banga, a senior econom-
ic affairs officer in UNcTaD’s Unit on 
Economic cooperation and Integra-
tion among Developing countries.

Similarly, cambodia’s imports are 
likely to expand 13.4 per cent to $2.3 
billion, which ranks second among 
rcEP signatories, only behind ma-
laysia at $3.7 billion.

among the imports from rcEP 
partner countries after the agreement, 
goods from china into cambodia is 
projected to surge to $11.9 billion, far 
ahead of its peers at 79 per cent.

The study showed that increases in 
product level imports of textiles and 
clothing would be the “greatest” for 
cambodia, Brunei and Indonesia.

at the same time, cambodia, Laos, 
Philippines, malaysia and Vietnam 
could face “large increases” of elec-
trical machinery and mechanical 
appliances imports.

as for exports, while cambodia is 
likely to register a 0.2 per cent dip to 
$3.8 billion post-rcEP with sensitive 
lists and tariff rate quotas (TrQs), 
it could also experience an export 
drop because of trade diversion in 
favour of more efficient exporters 
within the rcEP region.

Seen as the largest multilateral 
trade agreement in the world, the 
rcEP was signed virtually between 
15 countries, comprising the 10 aSE-
aN member states and china, Japan, 
South Korea, australia and New Zea-
land in November. India pulled out of 
the pact after learning that its trade 
tariff losses would outstrip benefits.

cambodia has not ratified the 
agreement yet.

For over two decades, cambodia has 
posted a year-on-year trade deficit.

In the fourth fiscal quarter of 2020, 
National Bank of cambodia record-
ed a deficit of 7.6 trillion riel ($1.9 
billion) after an unusual upturn of 
2.8 trillion riel in the third quarter.

Total imports, including construc-
tion materials and equipment, gar-
ment materials and vehicles, rose 
22 per cent to 24.1 trillion riel in the 
fourth quarter from the previous 

quarter. Total exports fell 27 per cent 
to 16.5 trillion riel in the same period.

The situation is made grimmer by 
covid-19, having extended develop-
ment challenges facing the region, 
and which meant that countries 
would need to revive their industrial 
sectors and create jobs.

In doing so, it would require gener-
ating additional financial resources.

“Tariffs are simple and effective 
tools in the hands of the govern-
ment, not only to generate revenues 
but also limit imports of luxury 

items that affect a country’s balance 
of trade,” Dr Banga said.

Thus, it is important for countries 
to make an informed decision with 
respect to signing or ratifying free 
trade agreements (FTas).

In contrast, most of the non-aSE-
aN partners stand to make gains in 
the goods trade as tariff liberalisation 
under rcEP worsens aSEaN trade 
balance by six per cent per year.

Seemingly, Japan, which is one of 
the main drivers of rcEP, is likely to 
emerge as the biggest winner, fol-
lowed by New Zealand and austra-
lia, Dr Banga told an online media 
conference on march 25.

“Japan’s goods trade balance will 
improve by 99 per cent, rising to 
$24 billion from $12.1 billion while 
australia’s, and probably New Zea-
land’s increased exports in future 
might be mainly due to the ongoing 
implementation of the comprehen-
sive and Progressive agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership [cPTPP] 
rather than from rcEP.

“Of the non-aSEaN members, 
china and South Korea will both see 
deterioration of their trade balance 
by 3.5 per cent and eight per cent, 
respectively,” she said.

FTas are signed by developing na-
tions in the hope of raising their mar-
ket access, improving balance of trade 
and reviving economic by generating 
additional output and employment.

“however, if FTas worsen the 

trade balance or net exports, they 
can adversely impact GDP growth 
and employment in the country,” Dr 
Banga added.

The study, which highlighted un-
conventional data, was conducted 
with Dr Kevin P Gallagher, profes-
sor of Global Development Policy at 
Boston University’s Pardee School 
of Global Studies and Director of the 
Global Development Policy center 
and Prerna Sharma, an australia-
based consultant with UNcTaD.

Only focussing on the goods chap-
ter, the paper undertakes a detailed 
disaggregated product-level impact 
analysis of tariff liberalisation to 
estimate the additional market ac-
cess that developing countries can 
achieve through the rcEP.

From there, they noticed that 
rcEP might be undermining aSEaN 
integration as intra-regional trade is 
increasingly diverted to china, and 
away from other member states, as 
a result of rcEP.

Save for Laos and Vietnam, imports 
from china – the largest contribu-
tor to rising imports – to all aSEaN 
countries would rise significantly.

however, china’s imports will de-
cline from all aSEaN countries but 
increase on the whole, mainly from 
Japan and South Korea, thus effect-
ing an increase in net trade deficit in 
aSEaN’s overall trade with china.

Unlike the use of computable gen-
eral equilibrium, which is based on 
aggregate sector-level data and “un-
realistic assumption”, this study em-
ploys SmarT simulations available 
on World Bank’s World Integrated 
Trade Solutions (WITS) to estimate 
the impact of tariff liberalisation un-
der rcEP on exports and imports of 
rcEP member countries.

It gives an accurate picture by 
looking at actual tariff commit-
ments in rcEP including sensitive 
lists and TrQs, and uses detailed 
six-digit product-level data.

The use of sensitive lists and TrQs 
is critical because the rcEP coun-
tries already have or are negotiating 
existing FTas among themselves.

Therefore, any benefit gained from 
market access for aSEaN via rcEP 
is only possible if deeper tariff liber-
alisation is undertaken, to make the 
deal worthwhile.

The only way is to cut through the 
existing sensitive lists of member 
countries, which also includes tariff 
lines where the country has not de-
cided to reduce tariffs or will gradu-
ally reduce tariffs, though not to 
zero-level, or have used TrQs.

This trade tariff revenue loss of about $334.6 million per year is equivalent to 1.24 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) in 
2019, nearly the size of the Kingdom’s entire public health expenditure, which stands around 1.3 per cent of GDP. SUPPLIED

The RCEP was signed virtually between the 10 ASEAN member states, China, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia and New Zealand in November. ASEAN SECRETARIAT

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,057 1.2596 6.5616 109.58 4.1415 1.3461 31.17 0.7643 1.1774 1.3828
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Continued from page 1

sustainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth and [is] in line 
with the Industrial Development 
Policy 2015-2025,” he said, call-
ing for financial institutions to 
join the roster of PFIs and “ensure 
good credit governance”.

In channy, president and 
group managing directors of 
acLEDa Bank Plc, one of the 
PFIs, lauded the move as a step 
forward to increasing the sup-
ply of loans to the SmE sector.

“The credit guarantee is cru-
cial, especially for those cus-
tomers who have distinguished 
business plans, but don’t have 
enough collateral for the full 
amount of loans that they may 
need.

“This kind of scheme is long 
overdue since it will help cus-
tomers, borrowers and entre-
preneurs grow their businesses 
[by giving them] loan security.”

he explained that custom-
ers who wish to apply for 
loans under the scheme only 
need to follow the standard 
procedures at PFIs.

as of march 26, outstanding 
loan balance had risen six per 
cent from end-2020 to $4.559 
billion and money in savings 
and deposit accounts had 
shot up nine per cent to $4.839 
billion, he said.

Toch chaochek, cEO of 
cambodia Post Bank Plc, 
another PFI, said BrGS will 
prove a lifeline for SmEs with 
limited productive resources 
and budgets that had tradi-
tionally been unattractive to 
lenders and financiers.

“It is an admirable step by 
the government and will 
afford our SmEs an increased 
ability to secure larger loans 
through the scheme despite 
not having enough collateral, 
which is their key concern. 
and this stellar scheme comes 
bang on time given the cur-
rent situation,” he said.

The ministry listed the PFIs as 
acLEDa Bank, cambodia Post 
Bank, asia Pacific Development 
Bank, amK mFI, canadia Bank, 
Phillip Bank and Prince Bank, 
noting that other institutions 
are in the process of joining.

BrGS ‘an admirable 
step to increase SmE 
access to larger loans’

VIETNam’S stock market 
is expected to maintain its 
growth momentum of last 
year at 15-20 per cent based 
on positive supporting fac-
tors, experts have said.

Speaking at a seminar on 
opportunities and challenges 
for the stock market in 2021 
held in ho chi minh city on 
march 27, can Van Luc, chief 
economist of the Bank for In-
vestment and Development 
of Vietnam (BIDV), said: 
“Vietnam has successfully 
implemented the dual goal 
of containing the covid-19 
pandemic and reviving the 
economy.

“With its economic recovery 
momentum, most organisa-
tions forecast that Vietnam’s 
economic growth is likely to 
surge to 6.5-to-seven per cent 
in 2021. and at the same time, 
we can control inflation well 
at below four per cent.”

In this context, domestic 
and foreign investment flows 
to the country will be stron-
ger than those of last year, he 
said.

The number of new trad-
ing accounts opened more 
than doubled last year, driven 
by the desire of local inves-
tors to achieve higher returns 
as the interest rates paid on 
their bank deposit accounts 
plunged. and the momen-
tum will continue this year, 
he added.

central Institute for Eco-
nomic management director 
Dr Vo Tri Thanh said produc-
tion and trading activities 
have been maintained and 
export growth has recovered 
quickly, while the new gener-
ation of free trade agreements 
(FTa) will also increase export 
and investment cooperation.

This will help promote the 
stock market in 2021 and the 

years to come, he said.
Dang Duc Thanh, chair-

man of the Economists club, 
said: “With the government’s 
promotion of public invest-
ment, policies to attract for-
eign direct investment [FDI], 
maintenance of low interest 
rates, adjustment of econom-
ic stimulus packages, and ef-
fective control of covid-19, it 
has made an important con-
tribution to boost the stock 
market’s growth.”

The VN-Index surpassed 
1,200 points on march 18, 
creating optimism among in-
vestors, he said.

Dr Nguyen Son, chairman 
of the State Securities com-
mission’s Vietnam Security 
Depository, said: “having 
vaccines to prevent covid-19 
and the trend of shifting in-
ternational capital flows from 
the banking sector [which 
yields low interest rates] to 
other investment channels 
such as stock and valuable as-
sets such as gold and real es-
tate will help the global stock 
market in general and Viet-
nam’s stock market, in 2021.

“Vietnam continues to be 
evaluated as a bright spot for 
regional investment by in-
ternational organisations as 
it is one of the few countries 
that has effectively controlled 
covid-19 and achieved posi-
tive growth in 2020,” he said.

he said the VN-Index would 
increase by hundreds of 
points this year.

Despite many opportuni-
ties, the stock market in 2021 
still faces risks, notably the 
unpredictable development 
of covid-19, an increase in 
trade defence globally, risks 
involved in inflation and ex-
change rates, and diversion 
of investment flows to other 
areas, he said.

Son also mentioned prob-
lems faced by the Vietnam-
ese stock market, such as the 
slow process of equitisation 
of state-owned enterprises 
and divestment of state capi-
tal in equitised enterprises. 
moreover, the upgrading of 
the market from frontier to 
emerging status still faces 
obstacles and the current IT 
system has not met the fast 
development of the securities 
market.

To enable the market to de-
velop in a sustainable man-
ner, the securities sector will 
focus on putting new regula-
tions and policies in the Law 
on Securities into practice to 
support businesses and pro-
tect the legitimate rights and 
interests of investors, he said.

It will also map out a Stock 
market Development Strategy 
for the 2021-2030 period to 
shape goals, solutions and a 
roadmap for the development 
of the stock and capital market 
in the long run, he said.

In addition, the sector will 
enhance the modernisation 
of information technology 
systems and administrative 
procedure reform, launch 
new products, restructure the 
security market, and speed 
up equitisation and divest-
ment of state capital in state-
owned enterprises and the 
listing of these firms on the 
stock exchange to increase 
market liquidity and supply, 
he said.

at the seminar, which was 
held by the Economists club, 
ho chi minh Securities corp 
(hSc) and Green Plus JSc, 
Green Plus signed a coopera-
tion agreement with Japan’s 
Sato Yakuhin Kogyo, hSc, 
and Vietcombank’s Binh Tay 
branch. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Vietnam stock market expected 
to maintain growth path in 2021

The programme will provide supplementary skills to those working in the Covid-19-wracked tourism sector. 
Afp

ministry seeks tourism 
skills course providers
Thou Vireak

T
hE ministry of Tourism 
has opened bidding to 
consulting firms for 
the design and struc-

ture of a year-long skills-training 
programme to reinforce human 
resources in the hospitality and 
tourism sector.

The programme will be 
divided into 18 courses and 
centre on seven skills – work-
place communications, infor-
mation and communications 
technology (IcT), marketing, 
project management, statis-
tics analysis, food safety and 
financial management, the 
ministry said.

The courses will be pro-
vided to ministry officials and 
members of tourism industry 
associations, and most are 
expected to be held through 
a mix of virtual and in-person 
sessions, it said.

Interested firms must have 
years of experience in designing 
and delivering training courses 
in the respective field(s) that 
they apply for, it said, adding 
that winners of the bidding pro-
cess will need to design, deliver 
and assess the courses.

The deadline for applica-
tions is may 10 at 3:15pm and 
the bidding date has yet to be 
announced.

The programme is funded 
by a €1.5 million ($1.8 million) 
grant from agence Francaise 
de Developpement (aFD), 
the development arm of the 
French government, as part of 
Tourism commercial capaci-
ty Building Programme 2020-
2023, the ministry added.

ministry spokesman Top 
Sopheak said the training pro-
gramme is a show of support 
from a development partner to 
provide supplementary skills 
to those working in the covid-

19-wracked tourism sector.
however, he noted that the 

project would only focus on 
tour operators, travel agents 
and workers at hotels, guest-
houses and restaurants.

cambodia association of 
Travel agents (caTa) president 
chhay Sivlin told The Post that 
the training would benefit the 
tourism sector by further de-
veloping knowledge and skills.

She hopes that the pro-
gramme will motivate tour-
ism professionals, most of 
whom have given up their 
careers during covid-19, to 
return to their profession.

“I hope that these training 
courses will be able to bring 
them back to the field after 
the covid-19 situation im-
proves. We are worried about 
losing careers in the sector 
and facing a shortage in hu-
man resources once we’re out 
of the woods,” Sivlin said.

VN’s first autonomous vehicle debuts
PhENIKaa Group, a multi-sectoral cor-
poration, has introduced its prototype of 
a level-4 autonomous vehicle, Vietnam’s 
first smart self-driving vehicle.

The vehicle is equipped with smart 
functions, artificial intelligence (aI) and 
advancements such as 2D/3D maps, Li-
dar sensor, SLam (simultaneous locali-
sation and mapping technology), ma-
chine learning and deep learning.

The electrical eco-friendly self-driving 
vehicle also has nearly 40 level-4 self-driv-
ing features based on the standards of the 
Society of automobile Engineers (SaE In-
ternational), in which level 5 is the highest.

Phenikaa’s smart autonomous vehicle 
is driverless and the user can take con-
trol of the vehicle via a customised ap-
plication.

It still needs to undergo more tests for 
safety and at different locations, as well 
as more research to reduce production 
costs before being brought to market.

With the current infrastructure, tech-
nology and regulations in Vietnam, it 
might take some time before the vehicle 
can be used on the roads.

Phenikaa-X JSc director Le anh Son 
said: “We hope the introduction of Viet-
nam’s first ‘made-in-Vietnam’ Level-4 
Smart autonomous Vehicle will facilitate 
the development of the self-operating 
industry, localise technological products 
and perfectly meet the market demand 
for high-quality, internationally stan-
dardised products and services.

“If self-driving vehicles are regulated by 
law like other vehicles in the future, they 
can solve all transportation issues. So the 
self-driving vehicles will be our future.”

Through the project, the group also ex-
pects to create a high-quality workforce 
for the local market. 

Phenikaa University chairman ho Xuan 
Nang said: “We don’t hold a dream of be-
coming an automaker. When investing in 
this project, our first target is to create use-
ful and good high-tech products for lives.

“and the second purpose is to gather 

researching forces and to show that this 
kind of research in a university is really 
useful for training and teaching.”

Last week, Phenikaa Group signed a 
memorandum of understanding (moU) 
with Nippon Koei Vietnam, SIcK Sensor 
Intelligence, advantech Vietnam Tech-
nology co Ltd, BaP Group, and VEDaX 
to cooperate in making new products 
with high qualities and superior func-
tions and pushing the development of 
the autonomous industry. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s first self-driving vehicle’s prototype was displayed in front of a conference building at 
Phenikaa University. VIET NAM NEWS
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Since it began trading in 2012, the 
Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX) 
has welcomed seven stocks.

And since the government launched 
a corporate-bond market in 2017 to 
diversify the range of capital market 
products, eight bonds have been is-
sued on CSX.

As of end-2020, market capitalisation 
stood at $2.5 billion, trading accounts 
reached 27,000 and the average daily 
trading value was about $150,000.

While CSX’s Main Board has seen 
increasing growth over the years, the 
Growth Board has failed to attract 
a single issuer, although optimism 
remains high that at least one com-
pany will list by year’s end.

The Growth Board was launched in 
late 2015 as a secondary platform to 
lift some of the barriers for listing and 
cater more to companies with less ac-
cess to capital or financial resources.

One of the minds behind CSX’s suc-
cess is vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon 
who will end his tenure on March 30 
after three years of serving the bourse.

Ha sat down with The Post’s May 
Kunmakara to discuss the market 
during his tenure in Cambodia.

As the youngest capital market in 
ASEAN, what are the main challenges 
we face?

There are two major challenges in 
our market we need to overcome.

On the supply side, there are still a 
limited number of investment prod-
ucts on board. Even though we have 
seven stocks and eight bonds, the 
number is still low. Bonds don’t make 
the secondary market work as much 
as stocks do. We need more stocks and 
other new products especially good 
quality ones like acLEDa. Low stock 
valuation, high IPO (initial public of-

fering) costs and tax issues are the top 
and primary issues to be solved.

On the demand side, even though 
liquidity has been improved, it has 
to keep up to a certain level to trig-
ger foreign investor interest espe-
cially the institutional ones.

Why has the Growth Board struggled 
to attract issuers?

The Growth Board was established 
in 2015 – it is now almost six years 
old. Even though the requirements 
of the growth board are more sim-
plified than those of the main board, 
most SmEs (small and medium-
sized enterprises) still find it hard 
to fulfil all those requirements while 
some have no desire to go public.

as you already know, the major-

ity of SmEs in cambodia are family 
business without proper accounting 
records and tax compliance. and to 
swiftly adopt the International Finan-
cial reporting Standards (IFrS) and 
achieve full compliance of tax rules 
will pose a great challenge for them.

So far there are a lot of campaigns 
to help them understand the im-
portance and benefits of listing on 
the board. cSX has provided free 
consultation to companies through 
incubator programmes on the IPO 
preparation process.

Furthermore, cSX has hosted 
monthly “Executive Talk” and “35 
minutes on Business” as a forum 
for business owners to present their 
business models and at the same 
time to inspire business founders by 

sharing IPO successes.
Besides that, cSX also joined the 

Securities and Exchange regula-
tor of cambodia (SErc) on the first 
“Excellence Programme” to pro-
mote cambodia’s capital market 
and now is working on the second 
edition for this year.

There has been a fruitful result too 
for the first “Excellence Programme” 
as there’s one SmE that successfully 
went through the listing eligibility 
review and is going to become the 
Growth Board’s first listed company.

What does the corporate-bond mar-
ket look like now?

corporate bonds are doing really 
well so far with six companies – most-
ly banks and financial institutions – 

issuing corporate bonds on the mar-
ket during the last few years. Three of 
them were issued in 2020 alone and 
we’re welcoming a few more in 2021. 

however, one more thing I’d like to 
add is for companies issuing corpo-
rate bonds to consider targeting pub-
lic investors more. These days, most 
corporate bond investors are institu-
tional rather than the general public.

How has CSX fared during the Covid-19 
pandemic? 

The pandemic has slowed down the 
speed of our market development. 
We admitted that last year it outper-
formed, with five new listed securi-
ties and tripled market capitalisation, 
though we could have done even bet-
ter if there had been no pandemic.

Trading activities have slightly 
dropped – mainly that of foreign in-
vestors. however domestic trading 
showed an increasing sign since peo-
ple started to eye stock investment 
while real estate prices were getting 
stagnant during the pandemic.

Investors realised there’re profit-
able investment alternatives in the 
stock market where they can switch 
from one option to another easily 
and the convenience of online trad-
ing really fits in such an era of social 
distancing which is more likely to 
be a new norm that people need to 
adapt for future living.

What do the next few years have in 
store for Cambodia’s capital market? 

We’ve seen good progress in the 
last few years and we’re optimistic 
the growth will continue. It’s a slow 
progress and we need to wait pa-
tiently. We saw a lot of experience 
from other exchanges in the region 
where it took decades for a capital 
market to prosper. For capital to 
come this far in just a few years, it 
will only get better and better.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

Better future ahead for capital market

Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX) vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon. HENG CHIVOAN
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Production hit as auto 
chip shortages roll on
ThE repercussions of the pan-
demic continue to dog the 
global auto industry, with 
manufacturers shuttering pro-
duction on certain models due 
to the supply of semiconduc-
tor chips not being able to 
meet demand.

While analysts forecasted 
that during the pandemic 
demand across the board 
would be down, the complete 
opposite happened with great-
er purchases of consumer 
electronic products such as 
laptops, tablets and mobile 
phones, and greater-than-ex-
pected demand for cars.

The one thing all of these prod-
ucts have in common is the need 
for semiconductor chips. The 
shortage is expected to continue 
into the middle of this year.

according to sources last week, 
South Korea’s hyundai motor 
will become one of the latest 
manufacturers to be hit by the 
shortage, with production 
expected to be hit next month.

Production of several popu-
lar models, including the Pali-
sade, the Tucson and the Gen-
esis GV will be unaffected, but 
the company has stopped 

using overtime and weekend 
hours to produce unpopular 
models, a spokesman for the 
company said.

Earlier last week, Japanese 
automaker honda said it would 
extend production shutdowns 
at most of its plants in the US 
and canada by a week until 
march 29 because of various 
supply chain problems.

In recent months, some 
automakers have been priori-
tising the assembly of higher-
margin models such as pick-
ups by cutting back on 
production of sedans and 
crossovers.

Gm and Stellantis have so far 
managed to maintain produc-
tion on their truck brands, but 
Ford has had to cut production 
shifts on its F-150 pickups.

Swedish manufacturer Volvo, 
which is owned by china’s 
Geely, announced last week that 
it is being forced to halt its truck 
production due to the global 
shortage of semiconductors.

consulting firm alixPartners 
estimates the chip shortage to 
cost the auto industry $60.6 
billion in revenue this year.

Production in china has not 

been unaffected either, with 
industry leaders voicing their 
opinions and potential solu-
tions to the issue at the recently 
held two sessions in Beijing.

Zeng Qinghong, chairman of 
Gac Group and National Peo-
ple’s congress deputy, said 
that at present, domestic 
investment in china’s chip 
industry is relatively conserva-
tive, and the lack of relevant 
standards and verification sys-
tem also limits development.

The chairman suggested that 
the government further 
strengthen its support for the 
automotive electronics industry 
and more social capital should 
be invested in chips and key 
automotive electronic parts.

Despite being the largest vehi-
cle market in the world, and 
with a robust domestic auto 
industry, china relies heavily on 
semiconductor chip supply 
from countries such as the US, 
Japan and South Korea.

The independent research 
and development rate of com-
puting control chips in china 
is less than one per cent, com-
munication chips less than 
three per cent, and china’s 

market share of sensor chips 
and memory chips is less than 
five per cent, according to an 
Qingheng, a veteran of china’s 
auto industry and the former 
chairman of BaIc Group.

The silver lining to the cur-
rent problems could be the 
greater development and 
strengthening of china’s 
domestic chip industry, pro-
viding the country with a more 
secure supply chain.

and industry players have not 
been sitting on their hands.

horizon robotics, a Beijing-
based artificial intelligence 
(aI) chipmaker, has made 

impressive strides in the devel-
opment and application of 
autonomous driving intelli-
gent chips. The company is 
working with an array of main-
stream automakers, including 
changan auto, SaIc motor 
and Great Wall motors.

In addition, automakers like 
Dongfeng motor and Leap 
motor have also sped up their 
pace of entering the semicon-
ductor industry.

Dongfeng motor’s semicon-
ductor subsidiary, with an 
annual capacity of 300,000 
sets of power chip modules, 
will go into mass production 

in april this year.
chinese telecommunications 

companies, including huawei 
and ZTE, have also developed 
their own chips and systems.

an said: “While we are far 
from changing the situation 
where chips are mainly import-
ed, the entire automobile 
industry has made progress in 
high-computing chip plat-
forms, vehicle-to-road col-
laboration, autonomous driv-
ing aI algorithms, and 
collaboration between chip 
companies and carmakers, 
which is very encouraging.” 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hyundai displays its product lineup at the third China International Import Expo in Shanghai in 2020. The 
South Korean automaker is one of many hit by the global chip shortage, with production expected to be hit 
next month. CHINA DAILY



ArgentinA President Alberto Fer-
nandez on March 28 said the crisis-hit 
country’s debt with the international 
Monetary Fund (iMF) is “unpayable” in 
its original form.

Fernandez has been looking to renegoti-
ate several multi-billion dollar debts ever 
since he took office in December 2019.

the South American country of 45 mil-
lion people has been in recession since 
mid-2018.

Fernandez told Del Plata radio station: 
“the debt we inherited with the current 

terms is unpayable, and what we’re look-
ing at is how to negotiate with the Fund 
to obtain the best advantages.”

Last week, economy minister Mar-
tin guzman travelled to Washington to 
meet iMF chiefs.

At the end of the meeting, the iMF 
said the two sides had reached “a com-
mon understanding of the need for 
macroeconomic sustainability and for 
safeguarding the post-Covid recovery 
underway”.

Fernandez said Argentina must pay 

$3.5 billion this year, $18 billion in 2022 
and $19 billion in 2023.

“What chance do we have of paying 
$18 billion next year? none,” he said.

“it’s already hard to see us paying $3.5 
billion this year, and another $2.5 billion 
to the Paris Club,” he added referring to 
a debt with the group of creditor coun-
tries that tries to find sustainable solu-
tions for struggling debtor nations.

Argentina has received $44 billion of a 
$57 billion loan from the iMF arranged 
under Fernandez’s predecessor Mauri-
cio Macri.

After taking office, Fernandez refused 
to accept the rest of the loan.

Last year, Fernandez managed to rene-
gotiate another $66 billion loan that was 
worth 54.8 cents on the dollar.

“the idea is not to not pay but rather 
to obtain an agreement that will allow 
us to sustain our economic plan of de-
velopment and growth, and without for-
getting the 40 per cent of the population 
below the poverty line,” Fernandez told 
C5n television channel on March 27.

He praised the iMF for having said that 
debt must be sustainable, adding that 
“this means that countries need to be 
able to pay their debt without postpon-
ing their development”.

Argentina’s economy shrunk 9.9 per 
cent in 2020 as the coronavirus pan-
demic hit hard.

inflation was 36.1 per cent, which was at 
least lower than the 53.8 per cent of 2019.

inflation is expected to reach 48 per 
cent this year – the second highest in the 
world. AFP

World

9THE PHNOM PENH POST  MArCH  30, 2021  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Argentina President Alberto Fernandez has been looking to renegotiate several multi-billion 
dollar debts ever since he took office in December 2019. AFP A box of diet drug Mediator said to cause fatal heart problems. AFP

A FrenCH court on March 29 
found pharma giant Servier 
guilty of aggravated deceit and 
involuntary manslaughter over 
hundreds of deaths caused by 
its diabetes and weight loss 
pill, in one of France’s biggest 
health scandals.

the drug Mediator was on 
the market for 33 years and 
used by about five million 
people before being pulled in 
2009 after being linked to se-
rious heart problems – more 
than a decade after concerns 
had first been raised.

the company “weakened 
people’s trust in the health 
system”, the court’s presiding 
judge Sylvie Daunis said as 
she pronounced the verdict.

She said: “Although they 
knew about the risks for many 
years . . . they never took the 
necessary measures.”

instead Servier deliberately 
“misled” consumers, she said, 
fining it €2.7 million ($3.2 mil-
lion) for aggravated deceit, in-
voluntary manslaughter and 
causing unintentional injury.

the company, which was 
ordered to pay tens of mil-
lions of euros in damages to 
more than 6,500 plaintiffs, 
was however cleared of fraud.

the Mediator scandal laid 
bare the lobbying power of 
big pharma in France, with 
Servier currying influence 
with experts at public health 
authorities, some of whom 
were on its payroll.

Servier’s former deputy 
boss, Jean-Philippe Seta, the 
right-hand man to its late 
chairman Jacques Servier, 
was sentenced to a suspend-
ed jail sentence of four years 
and a fine of €90,600.

He was also ordered to pay 
several million euros in dam-
ages.

Four other former pharma-
ceutical industry executives 
and health experts were given 
suspended jail terms for con-
flict of interest.

Watchdog failure
France’s medicines agency 

AnSM, meanwhile, was fined 
€303,000 for its delay in sus-

pending the use of the drug, 
despite repeated warnings 
over its side effects.

in a damning verdict for the 
regulator the court convicted 
it of involuntary manslaughter 
and causing unintentional in-
jury, saying it “seriously failed 
in its role as health watchdog”.

the AnSM, which has ad-
mitted to its failings, did not 
contest the charges.

initially intended for over-
weight people with diabetes, 
Mediator was widely pre-
scribed to healthy individuals 
as an appetite suppressant.

in 1999, the drug was first 
linked to damage of the heart 
valves.

Servier, however, claimed 
it did not know that the drug 
posed a serious risk until 2009 
when it was withdrawn.

By then Mediator had al-
ready been outlawed in the 
US, Spain and italy. 

About 500 people are thought 
to have died as a result of tak-
ing the drug, though experts 
say it may eventually cause as 
many as 2,100 deaths.

10kg in a month
Many of the victims who 

testified during the trial in 
late 2019 and early 2020 were 
women who were so exhaust-
ed they had to remain seated 
while giving evidence.

“it was said that the drug 
was extraordinary. i lost 10kg 
the first month,” said one 
plaintiff, Stephanie, who 
took the drug for three years 
before being diagnosed with 
heart disease in 2009.

Over 6,500 plaintiffs, includ-
ing France’s health insurance 
funds, are seeking €1 billion 
in damages from Servier.

thousands of others have 
already reached out-of-court 
settlements with Servier, to-
talling nearly €200 million, 
according to the company.

the Mediator affair was the 
subject of the 2016 French 
film 150 Milligrams, about the 
work of lung specialist irene 
Frachon who was instrumen-
tal in highlighting the risks 
posed by the drug. AFP

French pharma giant 
Servier convicted of 
manslaughter over 
weight loss pill deaths

Argentina president Fernandez says 
iMF debt ‘unpayable’ in original form

PM urges caution as england 
eases out of Covid lockdown
e

ngLAnD entered the 
second phase of its 
lockdown easing on 
March 29 thanks to a 

successful vaccination drive, 
but the government is urging 
vigilance as another wave of 
coronavirus sweeps europe.

After schools reopened on 
March 8, england’s stay-at-
home order will be relaxed to 
enable outdoor gatherings of 
up to six people, or two house-
holds, in what newspapers are 
dubbing “Happy Monday”.

While elite sports such as 
Premier League football have 
continued during the latest 
lockdown – minus fans – the 
new rules will allow amateur 
team sports to resume, along 
with tennis, golf, basketball 
and swimming outdoors.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said he hoped that March 29 
“will kick-start a great British 
summer of sport – with people 
of all ages reunited with team-
mates, and able to resume the 
activities they love”.

“But we must remain cau-
tious, with cases rising across 
europe and new variants 
threatening our vaccine roll-
out,” he added, urging the pub-
lic to adhere to guidance on so-
cial distancing and hygiene.

in the third phase of reopen-
ing from April 12, the govern-
ment plans to allow outdoors 
drinking in pub gardens, and 
non-essential retail such as 
hairdressers in england.

the devolved governments 
of the UK’s other nations – 
Scotland, Wales and northern 
ireland – are moving at their 
own pace.

Johnson, whose own hair 
has grown increasingly un-

ruly, said he was looking for-
ward to going to the barbers, 
and to a pint of beer.

While conceding that con-
tinental europe’s latest wave 
of Covid-19 could hit Britain 
in about three weeks, he said 
at the weekend that the “key 
difference” was the vaccina-
tion drive.

“And as things stand, i can see 
absolutely nothing in the data 
to dissuade me from continuing 

along our roadmap to freedom, 
unlocking our economy and 
getting back to the life we love,” 
Johnson said on March 27.

With more than 126,000 
deaths, Britain has one of the 
world’s worst mortality rates 
from the pandemic.

But on March 28 it passed 
the milestone of inoculating 
more than 30 million adults 
with a first dose of coronavi-
rus vaccine, and the govern-
ment intends to lift the lock-
down fully in June.

it has so far been using two 
jabs, developed by Oxford 
University/AstraZeneca and 
Biontech/Pfizer.

Culture secretary Oliver 
Dowden said the first batch 
of 17 million doses ordered 
by Britain of a third vaccine, 
from US company Moderna, 
was expected next month.

that would alleviate concerns 
about supplies from a major 
vaccine manufacturer in india, 
and an ongoing row with the 
eU over AstraZeneca exports.

Dowden insisted the vaccina-
tion programme remains “on 
course” to hit the government’s 
target of offering a first jab to all 
adults by the end of July, and 
said follow-up second doses 
were also on target. AFP

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson takes part in the weekly Prime 
Minister’s Questions (PMQs) at the House of Commons in London on 
Wednesday. PARLIAMENTARY RECORDING UNIT/AFP
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US’ Biden: myanmar bloodshed ‘outrageous’
U

S PreSident Joe 
Biden has led glob-
al condemnation of 
an “absolutely out-

rageous” crackdown by myan-
mar’s junta that left more than 
100 people – including several 
children – dead in the bloodi-
est day since the coup two 
months ago.

Soldiers and police have 
killed hundreds in brutal 
suppression against weeks of 
mass protests demanding a 
restoration of democracy and 
the release of detained civil-
ian leader aung San Suu Kyi.

at least 107 more people 
were killed on march 27, the 
Un said, as the regime staged 
a major show of might for 
armed Forces day – an annu-
al parade showcasing myan-
mar’s military prowess.

“it’s absolutely outrageous 
and based on the reporting 
i’ve gotten, an awful lot of 
people have been killed total-
ly unnecessarily,” Biden told 
reporters on march 28.

eU foreign policy chief Jo-
sep Borrell said the junta’s 
celebration of its armed forc-
es had been blighted by “a day 
of horror and of shame”.

the latest chorus of inter-
national condemnation came 
after the defence chiefs of the 
US, Britain, Japan and nine 
other countries denounced 
the myanmar military.

the rare joint statement 
said: “a professional mili-
tary follows international 
standards for conduct and is 
responsible for protecting – 
not harming – the people it 
serves.”

the death toll from crack-
downs since the February 1 
coup has climbed to at least 
459, according to the assis-
tance association for Political 

Prisoners (aaPP) monitoring 
group.

aaPP said a further 13 
people were killed on march 
28, as funerals were held for 
some of the victims, after 
the deadliest day of violence 
in the eight weeks since the 
coup.

in mandalay, the country’s 
cultural capital, the family of 
aye Ko mourned at a funeral 

service after he was killed 
overnight.

“i am very saddened to lose 
my husband – together with 
my children i’m heartbro-
ken,” his wife ma Khaing said 
as she grieved with her four 
children.

On march 29 the British for-
eign ministry advised its na-
tionals in myanmar to leave 
as soon as possible, following 

“a significant increase in the 
level of recent violence”.

‘Shameful, cowardly, brutal’
despite the dangers, pro-

testers hit the streets again on 
march 28 in parts of commer-
cial hub Yangon and several 
other cities around myanmar.

a 16-year-old boy lost his 
hand in one Yangon neigh-
bourhood while trying to lob 

back a grenade that security 
forces had thrown at protest-
ers, a rescue worker said.

the Un put march 27’s 
death toll at 107 people – in-
cluding seven children – but 
expected it to rise further.

Un envoys alice Wairimu 
nderitu and michelle Bache-
let said in a joint statement: 
“the shameful, cowardly, 
brutal actions of the military 

and police – who have been 
filmed shooting at protesters 
as they flee, and who have not 
even spared young children – 
must be halted immediately.”

military-run broadcaster 
myawaddy tV gave march 
27’s death toll as 45 and said 
the crackdown was necessary 
because protesters had used 
guns and bombs against se-
curity forces. AFP

Vietnam Pm outlines party’s nat’l congress resolution
a SOciO-ecOnOmic development 
strategy for the next 10 years was pre-
sented by Vietnamese Prime minister 
nguyen Xuan Phuc on march 28 at a 
national online conference, held in 
hanoi to popularise the resolution 
adopted at the communist Party of 
Vietnam’s (cPV) 13th national con-
gress.

Phuc evaluated the implementation 

of the previous development strategy 
during 2011-2020, and summarised 
key points of the new one, which will 
be carried out from now until 2030.

he highlighted three main factors 
of the new strategy, which are “ignit-
ing the people’s nation-building aspi-
rations”, taking advantage of science 
and technology advancements, and 
developing Vietnam into a modern 

industrial country with high average 
income by 2030.

“these are big goals and responsi-
bilities. if we don’t aim for them our 
country will lag behind,” the prime 
minister said. “if we have the right 
directions and feasible solutions, 
they will be achievable.”

the new strategy aims to ensure the 
average income per person will be 

$7,500 a year by 2030, and $18,000 in 
2045.

Gross domestic product (GdP) is 
expected to grow from 6.5-to-seven 
per cent a year from now until 2025.

Phuc also highlighted the country’s 
major achievements in the past dec-
ade, saying they were not the results 
of only one tenure of cPV but the 
accumulation of many tenures, with 
support from all social classes.

he also pointed out five lessons 
learned in the last 10 years, with the 
first being ensuring equilibrium 
between growth and stability, main-
taining macroeconomic stability, and 
solving major economic concerns.

he stressed the importance of 
developing culture, society and peo-
ple in line with economic growth, as 
well as taking education, science and 
technology advancement and nation-
al solidarity as the main motivation 
for the country’s development.

Phuc added: “the people’s consen-
sus and solidarity will maximise all 
resources in nation building. not only 
in building the party [cPV] but also 
in developing the national economy, 
and local economies in all sectors.”

the online conference was started 
by the cPV central committee’s Sec-
retariat on march 27.

in attendance are 67 cPV commit-
tees of centrally-run cities, provinces 
and central agencies, and more than 
7,300 committees at local levels.

addressing the event, Vo Van thuong, 

Politburo member and standing mem-
ber of the secretariat, stressed the sig-
nificance of in-depth study and popu-
larisation, and implementation of the 
resolution, which should become a 
regular activity throughout the tenure 
and one of the major tasks of 2021.

he said that the proper and creative 
implementation of the resolution 
from state officials and cPV members 
will create consensus among the peo-
ple, promoting patriotism, self-reli-
ance and the great national solidar-
ity strength and the desire for 
national development, contributing 
to its successful implementation.

this will also help combat degrada-
tion in political ideology as well as 
signs of “self-evolution” and “self-
transformation” among cPV mem-
bers, while protecting the political 
party’s ideological foundation and 
fighting wrongful and hostile argu-
ments.

highlighting the need to roll out a 
strict and high-quality popularisa-
tion of the resolution, thuong asked 
participants to clarify major contents 
and new policies in documents of the 
cPV’s 13th national congress, thus 
pointing out advantages and difficul-
ties as well as challenges facing the 
national revolution in the future, 
while applying the policies to suit 
specific conditions of each locality, 
and successfully realising political 
tasks in the 2021-2025 period. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 
The national conference to popularise the Resolution adopted at the Communist Party of Vietnam’s 13th National Congress opened 
on Saturday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Mourners react during the funeral of Kyaw Win Maung, who was shot dead during a crackdown by security forces on demonstrations by protesters against the military coup, in 
Mandalay on Sunday. ANONYMOUS/AFP



T
HE world is emerging from 
the biggest social and eco-
nomic shock in living memo-
ry, but it will be a long time 

before the deep scars of the Covid-19 
pandemic on human wellbeing fully 
heal.

In the Asia-Pacific region, where 60 
per cent of the world lives, the pan-
demic revealed chronic development 
fault lines through its excessively 
harmful impact on the most vulnera-
ble. The UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) estimates that 89 million 
more people in the region have been 
pushed back into extreme poverty at 
the $1.90 per day threshold, erasing 
years of development gains. The eco-
nomic and educational shutdowns 
are likely to have severely harmed 
human capital formation and pro-
ductivity, exacerbating poverty and 
inequality. 

The pandemic has taught us that 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
can no longer put off protecting 
development gains from adverse 
shocks. We need to rebuild better 
towards a more resilient, inclusive 
and sustainable future.

We know that the post-pandemic 
outlook remains highly uncertain. 
The 2021 Economic and Social Sur-
vey for Asia and the Pacific released 
today by ESCAP shows that regional 
economic recovery will be vulnerable 
to the continuing Covid-19 threats 
and a likely uneven vaccine rollout. 
Worse, there is a risk that economic 
recovery will be skewed towards the 
better off – a “K-shaped” recovery 
that further marginalises poorer 
countries and the disadvantaged.

Building a resilient, inclusive future
The good news is that countries in 

Asia and the Pacific have taken bold 
policy measures to minimise the 
pandemic’s social and economic 
damage, including unprecedented 
fiscal and monetary support. Last 
year, developing countries in the 
region announced some $1.8 trillion, 
or nearly seven per cent of their com-
bined GDP, in Covid-19 related budg-
etary support. But investments in 
long-term economic resilience, 
inclusiveness and green transforma-
tion have so far been limited. 

The region’s vulnerability to shocks 
like Covid-19 was heightened by its 
lagging performance towards achiev-
ing the Sustainable Development 

Goals, which would have enhanced 
resilience by reducing entrenched 
social, economic and environmental 
deficits.

The evidence shows that we need a 
better understanding of the Asia-Pa-
cific region’s complex risk landscape, 
and a comprehensive approach to 
building resilience in the wake of the 
Covid-19 crisis. Building resilience 
into policy frameworks and institu-
tions will require aligning fiscal and 
monetary policies and structural 
reforms with the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

ESCAP research maps out a “risk-
scape” of economic and non-eco-
nomic shocks – financial crises, 
terms-of-trade shocks, natural disas-
ters, and epidemics – and shows that 
all adverse shocks have cause severe 
damage to the region’s social, eco-
nomic, and environmental wellbeing. 
It takes several years for investment 
and labour markets to return to their 
pre-crisis levels. Adverse shocks also 
leave behind long-term scars by wid-
ening inequality and increasing pol-
lution. But bold policy choices can 
reduce setbacks. Governments must 
implement aggressive policy 

responses to protect hard-won devel-
opment gains.

Notably, policy packages should 
align post-pandemic recovery with 
the 2030 Agenda. ESCAP recom-
mends a policy package focusing on 
three areas – ensuring universal 
access to health care and social pro-
tection, closing the digital divide and 
strengthening climate and energy 
actions. Estimates show that such an 
approach could reduce the number 
of poor people in the region by 
almost 180 million and cut carbon 
emissions by about 30 per cent in the 
long run.

Resilience is largely affordable
Building resilience does not add 

too much financial burden to the 
region if such investments are 
accompanied by bold policy actions, 
such as ending fuel subsidies and 
introducing a carbon tax. A range of 
policy options can meet immediate 
and medium-term financing needs 
with great potential for Asia-Pacific 
countries to leverage these options. 

However, it is important to note 
that several countries will need to 
engage closely with international 

development partners and the pri-
vate sector. Least developed coun-
tries with significant “resilience gaps” 
will also require international assist-
ance. Developed countries that fulfil 
their Overseas Development Aid 
(ODA) and climate finance commit-
ments will go a long way in scaling up 
long-term investments and address-
ing these countries’ vulnerability to 
shocks.

Covid-19 has been a trauma like 
no other. Yet, it offers a unique 
opportunity for governments and 
other stakeholders to hart a new 
path to rebuilding. While being 
forced to adjust, the Asia-Pacific 
region has seen fundamental trans-
formations in lives, workplaces and 
habits. It is high time that the region 
takes its lessons from this pandemic 
and commits to a foundation that 
ensures a solid ability to withstand 
future jolts to the system without its 
people, and the planet, having to 
again pay a high price.
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Covid a wake-up call to address
development faults in Asia-Pacific

Makeshift huts are seen in Port Moresby, the sprawling capital of Papua New Guinea, in 2018. The UN Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) estimates that 89 million more people in the region have been pushed back into extreme poverty. afp
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Roth Sochieata

I
F you’re looking to make a fash-
ion statement with the straps for 
your camera or bag and you’d 
like something colourful, hand-

made and local to Cambodia instead 
of the usual mass-produced mono-
chromatic imported junk – then look 
no further than Cambodian compa-
ny Daiku and their line of products. 

Daiku’s wares are made by women 
of the Tampuan indigenous com-
munity in ratanakkiri province. 
The Tampuan people depend heav-
ily on traditional weaving to create 
their own garments and the women 
master the skill over a lifetime and 
pass it down from generation to 
generation. 

Arts and crafts continue to play 
a crucial role in Tampuan culture 
still today, but Tampuan clothing 
and scarves are a bit old fashioned 
in their design and haven’t really 
ever caught on with the domestic or 
tourist markets. 

Now – thanks to Daiku – the Tam-
puan are busy at work weaving 
modern products.

Daiku was founded in 2019 as a so-
cial enterprise with the goal of creat-
ing dignified work and other job op-
portunities through the promotion 
of traditional art forms to help pre-
serve the cultural heritage of Cam-
bodia’s indigenous ethnic groups, 
focusing on northeastern Cambo-
dia’s Tampuan people thus far. 

The company has given the Tam-
puan weavers a new focus and direc-
tion by combining their traditional 
weaving techniques with modern 
designs and products.

Daiku – which means “compan-
ion”, “partner” or “counterpart” in 
Khmer – has worked with the Tam-
puan weavers to create a new collec-
tion of beautiful accessories. every 
item is thoughtfully handcrafted by 
indigenous women, using high-
quality sustainable materials.

Fatima Gil Pena, originally from 
Spain and a co-founder of Daiku, tells 
The Post of how they came up with 
the different designs they use that 
the Tampuan women work from.

“It was clear that they weren’t earn-
ing much from selling their weavings 
like scarves or fabrics. I mean, what 
they create is absolutely beautiful – 
but it’s just not something that’s con-
venient to buy or that has an obvious 
modern application. We thought we 
could help increase their sales by 
finding something for them to weave 
that is more fashionable and useful.”

“Currently, the most popular prod-
uct we’ve developed is a handbag strap 
which can also be used for computer 
bags or as a camera strap. We try to do 
some in the traditional style but also to 
mix things up using various colours.” 

Pena explains that the Tampuan 
weaver’s designs and patterns tradi-
tionally came from observing their 
surroundings and picking out forms 
that are repeated throughout nature 
like the shape of leaves or the foot-
prints of birds. They use whatever 
they see in their environment that 
is beautiful or important to them 
and then recreate these patterns by 
weaving the coloured threads on a 
special wooden loom using ancient 
techniques passed down through 
many generations of their families.

The patterns that they weave pre-
serve Tampuan culture (which is 

also a part of Cambodian culture) 
and teach the younger generations 
about their cultural heritage, thus 
ensuring that the Tampuan culture 
will not be lost over time as Cambo-
dia modernises and change inevita-
bly comes to their villages. 

These textile patterns are devel-
oped steadily across many genera-
tions of women and they take on a 
greater meaning in the process than 
merely being pleasing to look at. 

Daiku is working to support the cre-
ativity, craftsmanship and passion of 
Cambodian indigenous artisans, but 
what is even more essential, Pena 
says, is that their work with the com-
pany helps provide for their families 
and raise their living standards.

To that end, Pena has a special proj-
ect underway to assist the Tampuan 
girls in their pursuit of an education.

Fifteen per cent of the proceeds from 
each sale will go into the Daiku Girls’ 
education Fund set up by the com-
pany to provide educational materi-
als, mentoring and education support 
to the indigenous girls living in the five 
villages that the weavers are all from.

Daiku has saved up enough money 
to grant one university scholarship 

and two high school scholarships to 
Tampuan girls so far and they hope 
that the fund will grow over time 
and eventually be able to subsidise 
all of the girls’ educations. 

“As a small start-up, our educa-
tion fund is also small – but it took 
one year of saving to reach even that 
amount. The fund is not much yet, 
but we do what we can for now.”

“our purpose is to support the Tam-
puan girls because we see that many 
of them drop out of school, often dur-
ing high school. Some become moth-
ers before they are even 18 years old. 
We want to give them all a chance to at 
least finish their studies,” Pena says.

Pena says that her hope is that the 
first girls they send to university will 
become role models for the rest of the 
girls in the villages and they will focus 
all of their efforts on studying once 
they realise that they can have a better 
life that way and a brighter future. 

“I understand that many of the 
girls’ families’ economic conditions 
are extremely tough and that some 
will make the decision that they 
need to stop studying and become 
a breadwinner for the household at 
an early age,” Pena says.

“However, this is an opportunity 
which can help their families escape 
the cycle of poverty. We hope to help 
many of them and I’m curious to see 
how many girls are willing 
and eager to take a chance 
and fill out the applica-
tions,” she says.

Pena says that Dai-
ku’s product sales 
are still quite mea-
gre because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic 
and the lack of tour-
ism, and things will 
probably remain 
challenging until 
the crowds of for-
eign tourists have 
mostly returned.

Pena contin-
ues to develop 
other woven 
p r o d u c t s 
with the 
Tampuan 
weav-
e r s 
a n d 
s h e ’ d 
love it if 

more Cambodians and expats would 
take the time to visit the province and 
take in some of the local culture there.

In the meantime, the weavers’ bag 
straps are available in the capital as 
well for those interested in supporting 
Daiku’s mission.

“Through Daiku you know where 
your goods are coming from, how 
they are made and exactly who 
made them. We share with you the 
true story behind each item, includ-
ing the artisans’ history.

“The traditional techniques used to 
craft every piece are our way of em-
powering our artisan partners and 
giving them a voice,” Pena says.

Pena hopes to continue to grow 
Daiku and create other partnerships 
with indigenous communities over 
time, but she says they will always be 
a company that remains committed 
to its values first and foremost. 

“We will use our strong commit-
ment to our values and principles 
and further maximise our positive 
economic impact on the local com-
munities and their artisans.

“We hope people help out by sup-
porting the local products we’re of-
fering because with each purchase 
you’re making a positive social im-
pact for the Tampuans and for Cam-
bodia,” Pena concludes.

For more information about Dai-
ku or to donate to their educa-

tion fund for Tampuan girls, 
contact them via their Fa-

cebook page @daikuasia 
or their website http://
www.daiku.asia
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Handwoven straps give helping hand 

Models pose with a colourful handmade camera strap and bag strap by Daiku. SUPPLIED

Fatima Gil Pena a 
Spanish co-founder 
of Daiku posing with 

handmade bag 
strap. SUPPLIED

The handmade straps provide livelihoods to women of the Tampuan indigenous community. SUPPLIED
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South Korea’s livestreamers: Young, rich, racy 

‘320 eaten each second’: 
France seeks UNEScO 
status for the baguette

F
rOm a converted 
storeroom on the roof 
of his mother’s Seoul 
apartment, Kim min-

kyo plays video games for up 
to 15 hours a day – and makes 
a fortune from the thousands 
of fans watching him.

The cramped studio is an un-
likely home for a budding mil-
lionaire, but the 24-year-old’s 
gaming prowess – mixed with 
quick-witted commentary and 
high-school-level humour – 
has seen his income climb to 
about $50,000 a month.

That puts him well into the 
top one per cent of earners in 
South Korea, but has not af-
fected his lifestyle.

“I’m not really into cars or 
spending lots of money,” said 
Kim, who eats, sleeps, washes 
and works in the small space.

“my mum manages all my 
income so I never have a lot 
of money on me,” he said.

Livestreamers, known as 
“Broadcast Jockeys” or BJs in 
South Korea, are hard-wired 
to the digital infrastructure of 
youth culture.

They entertain for hours 
with an interactive mishmash 
of chat, gaming, dance, mu-
sic, eating, getting drunk or 
even just sleeping.

Top livestreamers enjoy sub-
culture celebrity among teens 
and 20-somethings, who con-
sider them more relatable 
than traditional media stars.

a few can earn over $100,000 
in a good month from broad-
casting live on homegrown plat-
form afreecaTV, and uploading 
edited content to YouTube.

Kim, who often streams him-
self playing online battle game 
League of Legends in his pyja-
mas, builds on his content with 
conversations that flirt with the 
country’s social boundaries.

“maybe sometimes you 
need to do something absurd 
to attract followers,” he ac-
knowledged.

he makes money from fan 
donations, sponsorship – some-
times consuming local energy 
drinks midstream – and adver-
tising on YouTube, where he has 
more than 400,000 subscribers.

There is regular controversy 

in South Korea over a lack of 
regulation on livestreaming, 
from undisclosed product 
promotion to “lewd” behav-
iour – a bar set relatively low 
in a conservative culture.

Some livestreamers have 
been called out for misogy-
nist commentary and violent 
behaviour.

and at any given hour it is easy 
to find scantily-clad women on 
afreecaTV willing to “talk cute”, 
“dance sexy” or send a private 
video for the right price.

Pandemic surge
For livestreamers, the coro-

navirus has been good for 
business.

Over the first four months 
of last year, as the South 
urged people to stay at home 
to control the outbreak’s first 
wave, time watching videos 
on smartphones surged, ac-
cording to the Korea commu-
nications commission.

YouTube said it saw huge 
spikes in global viewership last 
year, including in South Korea.

afreecaTV, which now hosts 

about 17,000 livestreamers, 
sells “starballoons” to viewers 
for 110 won ($0.10) each.

The audience can donate 
them while interacting with 
a livestreamer, who converts 
it back to cash with the plat-
form taking a cut.

Donations on it climbed by 
more than 20 per cent to 41.5 
billion won in the third quar-
ter of last year.

“Even though it’s sad that 
covid-19 has happened, it 
would be a lie to say that it 
hasn’t helped BJs grow,” said 
Joshua ahn, who heads local 
production company Starfish 
Entertainment.

The 44-year-old maserati-
driving media entrepreneur 
manages dozens of top lives-
treamers, and produces va-
riety shows for some of the 
country’s biggest TV stations.

Only a small fraction of 
streamers make significant 
sums, but ahn said the stars 
who were already earning 
tens of thousands of dollars 
a month have seen their 
takings “double or even tri-

ple” during the pandemic.

‘Anyone can have a channel’
The hyper-wired South is 

often at the forefront of tech-
nological change – it launched 
the world’s first nationwide 5G 
networks in 2019, two years 
after internet television sub-
scriptions overtook cable TV.

mobile advertising revenue 
tripled between 2015 and 2019 
to 4.56 trillion won, according 
to regulators, overtaking broad-
cast advertising along the way, 
which fell by almost a quarter.

“conventional media is at 
an important crossroads,” 
said ahn, whose business 
activities straddle both tradi-
tional and new media. “Now 
with YouTube, anyone can 
have their own channel.”

Some livestreamers have 
moved into the mainstream, 
including appearances on 
TV variety shows and sports 
commentating.

meanwhile minor celebri-
ties, financial analysts and 
even some politicians have 
turned to livestreaming to 

boost their profiles.
and in a country that has 

long stressed academic quali-
fications, “content creator” 
ranked fourth in a survey 
of primary schoolchildren’s 
most desired jobs last year.

South Korea’s best-known 
contribution to the global 
livestreaming phenomenon 
has been “mukbang” – rough-
ly translated as “eating broad-
casts” – where the host com-
mentates while eating huge 
plates of food.

Some broadcast activities 
are more controversial, such 
as scantily-clad suggestive 
conversation, or even crimi-
nal, for instance threats of 
violence against rivals.

“The reason why the content 
of these BJs is getting more 
sexual and violent is because 
they seek more attention,” 
said california State University 
monterey Bay researcher hojin 
Song.

“The more audience that 
they can draw in, the better 
chance they get at making 
better money.” AFP

FraNcE has chosen the baguette 
as its candidate for UNEScO intan-
gible cultural heritage status, the 
government said on march 26, seek-
ing recognition for that most quint-
essential of French symbols.

While berets and strings of garlic 
around the neck might be more ste-
reotype than reality these days, long 
loaves of bread are still seen tucked 
under arms all over France on a dai-
ly basis.

according to data site Planeto-
scope, some 10 billion baguettes are 
consumed every year in France – 
some 320 every second.

When France was in its strict-
est lockdown for the pandemic last 
spring, it made sure to keep bakeries 
open as an essential business.

So perhaps the only surprise is 
how long it has taken for the culture 
ministry to submit the baguette for 
consideration to UNEScO, which will 
pronounce its decision in late 2022.

In a statement as dry as the flour on 
a baker’s table, it said: “The inscription 

of this element would allow for the ap-
preciation that this food practice, that 
is part of daily life, shared by the great 
majority and taken for granted, consti-
tutes a heritage in its own right.”

however, the ministry did draw 
attention to the steady fall in the 
number of boulangeries around the 
country, especially in rural areas.

“In 1970, there were 55,000 artisanal 
bakeries [one for every 790 residents] 
compared with 35,000 today [one for 
every 2,000], often in favour of ba-
guettes produced industrially,” it said.

Uncertain history
The baguette, despite being a 

seemingly immortal fixture in 
French life, only officially got its 
name in 1920 when a new law speci-
fied its minimum weight (80g) and 
maximum length (40cm).

The rest of the history is rather un-
certain.

Some say long loaves were already 
common in the 18th century; oth-
ers that it took the introduction of 

steam ovens by austrian baker au-
gust Zang in the 1830s for its mod-
ern incarnation to take shape.

One popular tale is that Napoleon 
ordered bread to be made in thin 
sticks that could be more easily car-
ried by soldiers.

another links baguettes to the con-
struction of the Paris metro in the 

late 19th century, and the idea that 
baguettes were easier to tear up and 
share, avoiding arguments between 
the workers and the need for knives.

UNEScO confers the status of in-
tangible heritage, which must in-
volve a specific community of practi-
tioners, on around 100 very different 
things around the world each year.

This year’s list included sauna culture 
in Finland, a lantern festival in South 
Korea and a grass-mowing competi-
tion in Bosnia and herzegovina.

France selected the baguette 
from a shortlist that also included 
Paris’s iconic rooftops and the Biou 
d’arbois harvest festival in the Jura 
department. AFP

South Korean gamer Kim Min-kyo is a livestreamer – known as ‘Broadcast Jockeys’ or BJs in South Korea, 
which are hard-wired to the digital infrastructure of youth culture. AFP

Joshua Anh, CEO of South Korean production company Starfish Entertainment, manages dozens of top 
livestreamers, and produces variety shows for some of the country’s biggest TV stations. AFP

France on Friday presented the candidacy of the ‘baguette de pain’ bread for inscription at UNESCO’s Lists of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. AFP



Rome’s iconic gesticulating 
traffic cops have made a come-
back, and a woman has joined 
their ranks for the first time.

Cristina Corbucci, 43, could 
be seen on march 26 waving 
theatrically at cars and buses 
from a raised platform in the 
central Piazza Venezia.

“It’s bit like conducting an 
orchestra,” one of her bosses, 
maurizio maggi, told the 
Rome-based Il Messaggero 
newspaper.

Corbucci, a political science 
graduate, became a traffic 
warden three years ago. she 
started her new position this 

week and told Il Messaggero 
she loved it.

“Up there, you really feel like 
in the centre of the centre of 
Rome,” she said, adding that 
“people smile” while she is on 
the job.

Piazza Venezia is a busy 
roundabout in the heart of the 
city, dominated by the huge 
Victor emmanuel National 
monument, known to locals as 
“the wedding cake”.

Rome’s historic shopping 
street, the Via del Corso, leads 
to it, and it is close to land-
marks like the Capitoline Hill, 
the Roman Forum and the 
Colosseum.

Its raised traffic police plat-
form, electrically operated, 
went back into service this 
month, with mayor Virginia 
Raggi calling it “a symbol of 
Rome”.

Loved by tourists and locals 
alike, the podium features in 
Woody Allen’s To Rome with 
Love, as well as in the classic 
children’s illustrated book 
This is Rome. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Go up, as a ladder
  6 Not much
 10 Acts on an afterthought
 14 Good Samaritan, e.g.
 15 Song for one
 16 Pay-per-view event, sometimes
 17 Payment to a mobster, perhaps
 20 “Do the Right Thing” role
 21 Comet or kite feature
 22 Move like Elvis
 23 F or H preceder
 24 Seemingly limitless
 25 Upholstery trim
 28 $.01
 29 Work a shuttle
 32 Computer system developed at 

Bell Labs
 33 Title in Hamburg
 35 Make accustomed
 37 Quack remedies
 40 Booster cable hookup
 41 Scandinavian war god
 42 Dispatched
 43 Capitol VIP
 44 Do-others separator
 46 Acapulco party
 48 “Tried” partner

 49 Plural of 15-Across
 50 Where Noah landed
 53 Sagan or Perkins
 54 Quick, as a study
 57 It’s in the heart
 60 A short distance
 61 Oft-bruised items
 62 Food-wrap trademark
 63 Dumbo’s claim to fame
 64 ___ Bell (fast-food chain)
 65 Make scholarly revisions
DOWN
  1 Bottle and salary
  2 Coin for Fellini
  3 Golden calf, for instance
  4 “We have ___ the enemy ...”
  5 Cape ___ Island, Nova Scotia
  6 Resting no more
  7 One way to cook eggs
  8 Nobel Prize-winning U.N. work-

ers’ grp.
  9 Friendly Islands native
 10 Cancel, to NASA
 11 Portuguese lady
 12 You can’t do it alone
 13 Eyelid problem
 18 Captured
 19 Word before “Pizza” or “River,”  

in films
 23 Repaired
 24 “Aida” composer
 25 Pre-imago insects
 26 Really stupid
 27 Mountain climbing accessory
 28 Formal belief
 29 Music selections
 30 “Well, ___ you something!”
 31 Seed covering
 34 Play to the back of the room
 36 Second-generation Japanese/

American
 38 Relating to the nervous system
 39 Break the news to
 45 Peach stone
 47 Treat badly
 48 Vacation jaunts
 49 Ability to green-light
 50 Part of a church
 51 Pro ___ (in proportion)
 52 Seer-and-doer
 53 Big reptile, informally
 54 About 4,050 square meters
 55 Prepare for the future
 56 Watch the bar
 58 Khan’s title
 59 Yosemite ___

“HERE COMES THE NIGHT” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

P
eoPLe in Tokyo flocked to admire 
cherry blossoms in full bloom at 
parks, shrines and rivers on march 26, 
despite coronavirus warnings against 

holding traditional parties under the delicate 
flowers.

Annual festivals have been cancelled, fluo-
rescent tape used to cordon off picnic spots, 
and signs put up urging people to “refrain 
from gathering to enjoy the cherry blossoms”.

But many people, mostly wearing masks, 
decided to make the most of Friday’s clear 
blue skies to snap “sakura” selfies, stroll down 
blossom-lined paths or take boat rides under 
the pink-and-white blooms.

Despite a third wave of Covid-19 infections 
over the winter, Japan has had a comparative-
ly small outbreak overall with around 9,000 
deaths and has not imposed the blanket lock-
downs seen in other countries.

The Japanese government this week lifted a 
virus state of emergency in the Tokyo area but 
city governor Yuriko Koike has warned resi-
dents to “avoid cherry blossom viewing par-
ties” to prevent a resurgence of the disease.

The number of coronavirus cases in Tokyo 

is gradually rising, with more than 300 new 
infections recorded on march 28.

“We fear there may be a sudden spread of 
infections – bigger than the third wave – if the 
number of people going out increases, as it 
does each year with cherry blossom viewing, 
welcome parties [for new employees and stu-
dents] and graduation trips,” said Norio ohm-
agari, director of Japan’s Disease Control and 
Prevention Centre, on march 25.

Japan’s sakura or cherry blossom season is 
feverishly anticipated by locals and visitors 
alike, although this year foreign tourists have 
been kept away by virus border restrictions.

Cherry blossoms symbolise the fragility of life 
in Japanese culture as full blooms only last about 
a week before the petals start falling off trees.

It is traditionally celebrated with hanami, 
or viewing parties, with picnics – and some-
times boozy festivities – organised beneath 
the trees.

The season is also considered one of change 
as it marks the start of the new business year, 
with many university graduates starting their 
first full-time jobs and older colleagues shift-
ing to new positions. AFP

Cristina Corbucci is the first woman to climb the historic platform of Piazza 
Venezia, after the new commander of Rome’s local police decided to break 
with the all-male tradition. AFP

Iconic Roman square gets 
first female traffic officer

Tokyo enjoys ‘sakura’ 
despite virus warning

A woman takes a selfie with cherry blossoms in full bloom in Tokyo on March 26, 2021. AFP
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Olmo rescues Spain in World 
cup qualifier, Danes perfect
D

ani Olmo’s injury-
time strike saved 
Spain in a 2-1 win 
against Georgia on 

march 28, while France also 
rebounded from an opening 
draw in World cup qualifying 
by beating Kazakhstan.

Elsewhere, England, italy 
and Germany all had to work 
hard in the Balkans to gain 
their second victories in two 
matches. 

Denmark also stayed per-
fect as they made a double 
statement, protesting the 
treatment of migrant workers 
in Qatar before putting eight 
goals past moldova, while 
Switzerland eked out a victory 
over Lithuania in a game de-
layed because one of the goals 
was too big.

Spain, who had been held to 
an embarrassing home draw 
by Greece in their opening 
game in Group B, fell behind to 
a goal by Khvicha Kvaratskhe-
lia just before half-time.

Ferran Torres of manchester 
city levelled in the 56th min-
ute with his fifth goal from just 
six starts.

Spain’s second-half pressure 
finally paid off in injury time.

Olmo’s rasping strike from 
25m flew into the top corner.

“it was perhaps one of the 
games where i suffered the 
most, but, for the joy at the 
end, it was worth it,” said 
Spain coach Luis Enrique.

“i’ll sign to suffer if in the 
end we win but we saw the 
spectre of qualification get-
ting very complicated.”

in Tirana, Kane ended 
his six-game England goal 
drought as he inspired a 2-0 
win in albania in Group i.

Gareth Southgate’s side 
struggled to break down the 
well-organised underdogs 
until the Tottenham striker 
netted late in the first half.

it was the England captain’s 
first international goal since 
he scored against Kosovo 500 
days ago in november 2019.

he set up England’s second 
for mason mount in the sec-
ond period.

“as a striker you go through 
spells where things don’t go 
your way,” Kane told British 
broadcaster iTV. 

“You have to stay focused 
on doing your job for the 

team and we’re grateful to get 
the three points.”

Serge Gnabry gave Germany 
the lead against romania in 
Bucharest after 17 minutes. 

The visitors dominated 
much of the game, but had 
three narrow escapes in the 
closing minutes before win-
ning 1-0. 

“We should have scored the 
second goal, so we would not 
have been in danger of los-
ing two points,” said German 
goalkeeper manuel neuer, in 
remarks reported by FiFa. 

“We are lacking coolness, 
cleverness, maybe a bit of will 
inside the box.”

italy kept their campaign on 
track with a 2-0 win over Bul-
garia.

‘Getting chills’
andrea Belotti scored the 

first goal from the penalty 
spot just before the break with 
manuel Locatelli sealing the 

win with his first ‘azzurri’ goal 
with eight minutes to go.

“my first italy goal, it’s in-
credible, i’m still getting 
chills,” said Locatelli.

in copenhagen, Denmark 
cemented their grip on first 
place in Group F by thrashing 
moldova 8-0, with Kasper Dol-
berg and mikkel Damsgaard 
both scoring twice.

The victory was preceded 
by the Danish team joining 
other European national sides 
in protesting the treatment of 
migrant workers in Qatar, host 
of the 2022 World cup.

Danish players wore jerseys 
with the slogan “Football sup-
ports chanGE” as they lined 
up for a photograph before 
the game.

The Danish Football Union 
said the shirts would be put 
up for sale and the money giv-
en to migrant workers in the 
Gulf state.

Kick-off in Switzerland’s  

home game against Lithuania 
in St Gallen was delayed by 15 
minutes on march 28 because 
one of the goals was too big.

When played started, Xher-
dan Shaqiri scored after just two 
minutes as the hosts on 1-0.

Ousmane Dembele scored 
the opening goal as holders 
France won 2-0 in Kazakh-
stan to claim their first vic-
tory in Group D after drawing 
at home to Ukraine in their 
opener.

Sergei maliy put through 
his own net for France’s sec-
ond goal before half-time but 
Kylian mbappe had a second-
half penalty saved after com-
ing off the bench.

“People might have thought 
Kazakhstan would let us 
score five goals but no, they 
played well,” Paul Pogba, who 
returned to the starting line-
up, told broadcaster TF1. “We 
got the result and we can be 
happy.” AFP

S Korean Park takes wire-to-wire LPGa Kia classic win
LPGa hall of Famer Park in-bee of South 
Korea fired a two-under par 70 on march 
28 to win the Kia classic by five strokes 
for her 21st career LPGa title.

Park, a seven-time major winner and 
the 2016 Olympic champion, finished on 
14-under 274 after 72 holes at aviara, 
north of San Diego.

in her first event of the season, Park 
shocked herself and onlookers with an 
overpowering performance.

“it was a great week,” Park said. “it was 
my first week back in three months or so. 
i played so good. i couldn’t believe how 
well i was doing out there.

“i came here to prepare for next week 
and i exceeded [my expectations] – so 
much more.”

The US’ Lexi Thompson and amy Olson 
shared second on 279. South Korean Ko 

Jin-young, the world no1, was fourth on 
280 with South Korea’s eighth-ranked Kim 
hyo-joo and 10th-ranked australian min-
jee Lee shared fifth on 281.

Park, 32, was a wire-to-wire winner 
without ties for the first time in her LPGa 
career after leading by five strokes when 
the day began.

it was Park’s first victory since last year’s 
Women’s australian Open just before the 
LPGa shut down due to the covid-19 pan-
demic.

Park moved four shy of matching legend 
Park Se-ri for the most career LPGa titles 
by a South Korean with 25.

“it’s somebody i always looked up to 
growing up,” Park said. “She’s always big in 
my heart. Trying to follow in her footsteps 
is a big thing. i’m glad i’m geting close.”

World no4 Park dominated an event that 

featured the world’s 14 top-ranked players, 
a final tuneup for the ana inspiration, the 
LPGa’s first major tournament of 2021, 
which starts on april 1 at rancho mirage, 
california.

Park birdied the par-4 seventh and ninth 
holes and added her third in four holes at 
the par-5 10th. She stumbled with back-to-
back bogeys at 12 and 13 but answered with 
an eagle 2 at the 16th and not even a bogey 
at the last could deflate her victory.

“i felt some pressure today, especially on 
the back nine,” Park said. “i don’t know 
why. i had quite a bit of cushion. i made a 
couple of mistakes. The eagle on 16 was a 
great eagle for me.”

Park is currently in position to qualify for 
the South Korean women’s Olympic team 
and a chance at defending her gold medal 
in Tokyo. AFP

Spain’s defender Pedro Antonio Porro Sauceda fouls Georgia’s midfielder Khvicha Kvaratskhelia during the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification football match Georgia vs Spain in Tbilisi on Sunday. AFP

Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP’s Spanish rider Maverick Vinales 
(centre) drives during the Moto GP Qatar Grand Prix on Sunday. AFP

Park In-bee of South Korea hits out of a bunker on the final day of the 
LPGA Australian Open golf tournament at the Royal Adelaide Golf Club 
in Adelaide on February 16, 2020. AFP

Yamaha’s Vinales takes 
season-opening race 
at windy Qatar motoGP
DaD-to-be maverick Vinales 
won the season-opening Qatar 
motoGP on a Yamaha on march 
28 pushing France’s Ducati rider 
Johann Zarco into second despite 
windy, sandy conditions.

italy’s Francesco Bagnaia, on 
another Ducati, came third on 
his first ride in the factory team 
after starting on pole, beating 
reigning champion Joan mir of 
Suzuki back into fourth in the 
final moments of the race.

“i felt the potential, i was tak-
ing everything calmly,” Vinales, 
26, said after his win.

“i tried to be very smart, very 
calm . . . finally i opened a gap and 
i was trying to get the power.

“i can say nothing more other 
than to say thank you to my fam-
ily, especially my close family.”

“You know my wife and i are 
waiting for a baby,” added Vina-
les, who married girlfriend 
raquel and announced earlier 
this month that the couple are 
expecting their first child.

Vinales overcame a slow start 
in which he and the other Yama-
has were left standing by the 
Ducatis, before gradually 
advancing on the italian bikes.

he took the lead with eight 
laps to go, seeing off Bagnaia 
while mir made up six places 
with four laps remaining after 
starting in 10th place.

‘Seriously impressed’
Despite his best efforts, Fabio 

Quartararo could not match 
Vinales’ tenacity on his debut 
as a Yamaha factory rider.

Spaniards alex rins (Suzuki), 
aleix Espargaro (aprilia) and 
Pol Espargaro (honda), austra-
lian Jack miller (Ducati) and 
eye-catching rookie Enea Bas-
tianini (Ducati-avintia), last 
year’s moto2 champion, com-
pleted the top 10.

With one lap left, Vinales had 

a comfortable lead of more 
than a second and a half, more 
than enough for victory, while 
Zarco, Bagnaia and mir fought 
for the podium.

“i’m really happy – it’s been a 
good race and a long race, the 
end was quite difficult,” said 
Zarco.

“i felt i can still have some 
space to follow [Vinales].

“i tried to catch Vinales . . .  
thanks to my engine i could 
only save second position.”

Yamaha team chief Lin Jarvis 
said Vinales had a “fabulous” 
race and was “seriously 
impressed”, sentiments echoed 
by the entire paddock.

miller, who dominated pre-
season tests on the same Losail 
circuit and then free practice on 
march 26-27, has good reason 
to be disappointed.

however, the australian will 
have the opportunity for 
revenge next week when Qatar 
stages the Doha motoGP.

The renewed season is taking 
place amid strict coronavirus 
prevention measures that have 
included a bio bubble for par-
ticipants and the offer of vac-
cines to anyone in the pad-
dock.

in moto2, Sam Lowes, on a 
Kalex, took the chequered flag, 
the first Briton to win an open-
ing race since 1979.

his time of 40 minutes 3.123 
seconds was enough to beat 
remy Gardner who finished 
2.260 seconds further back.

Jaume masia claimed victory 
in the moto3 race ahead of 
Spanish compatriot and fellow 
KTm rider Pedro acosta.

masia finished the 18 laps of 
the 5.38 kilometre Losail cir-
cuit outside Doha in 38 min-
utes 29.620 seconds while 
acosta was only 0.042 seconds 
behind. AFP



INDIA beat England by seven runs 
on March 28 to clinch the one-day 
international (ODI) series 2-1 de-
spite a courageous unbeaten 95 
from Sam Curran.

England, who had already lost the 
Test and Twenty20 series, bowled 
out India for 329 with 10 balls to 
spare in Pune.

England looked on the ropes at 
200 for seven, but Curran equalled 
the highest ODI score by a batsman 
coming in at number eight or lower.

England sent out the order that Cur-
ran was to be given the strike as much 
as possible for the closing overs as 
they hoped for an unlikely win.

But, needing 14 to win off the final 

six balls, Curran came up against a 
disciplined effort from T Natarajan 
who gave away just one boundary.

Stand-in skipper Jos Buttler said 
England, who were without injured 
captain Eoin Morgan, were indebted 
to Curran’s “unbelievable” innings.

Indian seamers Shardul Thakur 
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar shared 

seven wickets between them as Eng-
land finished on 322 for nine.

England’s top order failed to build 
partnerships. Kumar sent back open-
ers Jason Roy, for 14, and Jonny Bair-
stow, for one, in the first three overs.

Ben Stokes, who survived a 
dropped catch by Hardik Pandya 
on 15, fell to Natarajan for 35 and 
Thakur trapped Buttler lbw for 15.

Dawid Malan and Liam Living-
stone put on 50 for the fifth wicket 
but Thakur had Livingstone caught 
and bowled for 36.

“We’re disappointed, we came 
here and we wanted to win, but 
there have been great learnings 
throughout the whole process,” said 
Buttler, who praised Curran as one 
of the new generation making their 
mark in the England side.

“Sam keeps showing what a 
match-winner he is. He is still only 
22 and the scope of where he can 
take his game to is massive so we are 
all very excited for him.”

Curran put on 57 for the eighth 
wicket with Adil Rashid, who was 
superbly caught by Virat Kohli in 
the covers, and then 60 for the ninth 
wicket with Mark Wood, who made 14 
before being run out in the final over.

The left-hander hit nine fours and 
three sixes in his 83-ball knock.

Positive India attack with bat
India started strongly with a 103-

run opening stand between Rohit 
Sharma, who scored 37, and Shikhar 
Dhawan, who hit 67, before Rashid’s 
leg-spin removed both.

Moeen Ali rattled the stumps of 
Kohli, playing his 200th internation-
al as captain, but who has struggled 
against spin at times during Eng-
land’s tour of India.

The home side were then indebt-
ed to Rishabh Pant (78) and Hardik 
Pandya (64) who put on 99 for the 
fifth wicket.

Left-hander Pant swatted a six off 
Rashid to bring up his second suc-
cessive half-century.

Thakur hit 30 off 21 balls but India 
lost their final four wickets for eight 
runs as Wood claimed three wickets, 
including two in one over.

Kohli said he was “surprised” that 
Thakur was not named man-of-the-
match instead of Curran after his 
four wickets and 30 runs.

“And Bhuvi [Kumar] another con-
tender for man-of-the-series. These 
guys were the difference in the mid-
dle overs and powerplay.”

England’s Jonny Bairstow was 
named man-of-the-series for his 
219 runs in three matches including 
a match-winning 124 in England’s 
chase of 337 in the second ODI.

Kohli’s India outplayed England 
in the four Tests 3-1 and then edged 
out the tourists 3-2 in the Twenty20 
series. AFP

L
EWIS Hamilton pro-
duced another stun-
ning demonstration 
of his supreme racing 

talent on March 28 to resist a 
charging Max Verstappen and 
win a thrilling ‘cliff-hanger’ 
season-opening Bahrain 
Grand Prix.

The defending seven-time 
champion defended with 
great skill over the closing 
laps in his Mercedes to hold 
off the Red Bull driver and 
claim a record-increasing 
96th Formula One victory.

Hamilton came home sev-
en-tenths of a second ahead 
of the Dutchman, who was 
forced to hand back the race 
lead in the closing laps after 
passing him with a move that 
had taken him off the track.

As expected, the champion 
and his heir apparent deliv-
ered an exhilarating exhibi-
tion of racing as they raced 
to the flag – the pair leaving 
third-placed Valtteri Bottas, 
in the second Mercedes, to 
finish adrift by 37 seconds.

It was Hamilton’s first sea-
son-opening triumph since 

2015 and surprised many 
observers after Red Bull had 
dominated pre-season testing 
and two days of practice and 
qualifying ahead of the race.

“Firstly, can I just say it’s the 
first time I’ve seen fans in a 
long time!” said a delighted 
Hamilton.

“What a difficult race that 
was – stopping early we knew it 
was going to be tough, but we 
had to cover Max and it was al-
ways going to take something 
pretty special to do it.”

A disappointed Verstappen 
said: “Of course, it’s a shame, 
but you also have to see the 
positives. We’re putting the 
fight on to them so it’s great 
to start the year like that.”

Lando Norris was fourth for 
McLaren ahead of Sergio Per-
ez, who had started from the 
pit lane in the second Red Bull, 
Charles Leclerc of Ferrari and 
Daniel Ricciardo, of McLaren.

Carlos Sainz was eighth for 
Ferrari ahead of Japanese 
rookie Yuki Tsunoda of Al-
phaTauri and Aston Martin’s 
Lance Stroll.

Starting from his fourth 

pole position, Verstappen 
advanced smoothly and held 
the lead ahead of Hamilton 
as the lights went out, but the 
opening lap was soon halted 
when Russian rookie Nikita 
Mazepin of Haas speared into 
the barriers at Turn Three.

‘Leave me to it’
The crash revived memo-

ries of a similar first lap ac-
cident at the same corner last 
season, when his predecessor 
Frenchman Romain Grosjean 
escaped from his blazing car 
after going into the barriers.

Mazepin escaped unhurt, but 

the race was paused for a Safety 
Car intervention for two laps.

On the re-start, AlphaTau-
ri’s Pierre Gasly lost his front 
wing after a clash with McLar-
en new boy Daniel Ricciardo 
while rookie Mick Schumach-
er spun off in his Haas at Turn 
Four – and a Virtual Safety Car 
(VSC) was deployed briefly.

Hamilton stayed within two 
seconds of Verstappen until 
lap 14 when he pitted as Mer-
cedes went for an ‘undercut’ 
to switch him from mediums 
to a new set of hards.

Verstappen, complaining 
about differential problems, 

came in and  took mediums 
as Hamilton swept into the 
lead for the first time.

By lap 23, Hamilton’s lead 
was 3.8 seconds on the Red 
Bull man, but it was soon re-
duced to one.

Sensing Verstappen closing 
in, Hamilton pitted again for 
more hards on lap 29, rejoin-
ing 20 seconds adrift of the 
Dutchman.

Verstappen pitted again on 
lap 40. He rejoined second, 
eight seconds behind the 
champion to set up a chase 
for a grandstand finish. An im-
mediate fastest lap trimmed 

the gap to six seconds.
“Make sure you’ve got 

enough tyres to challenge him 
at the end,” warned his engi-
neer Gianpiero Lambiase.

By lap 49, the lead was two 
seconds. “Leave me to it, 
Bono,” snapped Hamilton 
when his engineer advised 
him Verstappen was on his 
tail. The tension was palpable.

With five laps to go, the 
champion ran wide at Turn 
10, enabling Verstappen to 
close up. He squeezed by at 
Turn Four, on lap 53, but hav-
ing gone off circuit had to 
hand the position back. AFP

Sport

16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  MARCH  30, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton leads Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen during the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the Bahrain 
International Circuit in the city of Sakhir on Sunday. AFP

Members of Indian cricket team pose with the trophy after winning the one-day international (ODI) series against England at the 
end of their third and final ODI cricket match at the Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium in Pune on Sunday. AFP

Thrilling Prix 
opening duel 
with top duo 
until last laps

India edge England in ODI despite Curran heroics
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