
Mom Kunthear

AROUND 745,000 people 
across the country will begin 
receiving their Covid-19 jabs 
from April 1 onward as the 
government kicks off its vac-
cination campaign for the 
general population with 1.5 
million doses of the Sinovac 
vaccine purchased from 
China, according to Ministry 
of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine.

Vandine, who also heads 
the National Covid-19 Vac-
cination Commission, said 
on March 30 the commission 
had determined that around 
745,000 people are set receive 
the first of two required dos-
es of the Sinovac vaccine. 

“I would like to appeal to all 
people aged over 18 who are 
eligible for this vaccination to 
go and get inoculated volun-
tarily to protect yourself, your 
family and our community,” 
she said.

Vandine said the Covid-19 
vaccine is an important tool 
when added to the existing 
health measures to contain 
the pandemic and save lives 
and that it helps individuals 
to avoid serious illness if 
they contract the virus, 
which reduces the number 
of hospitalisations and 
largely eliminates the occur-
rence of deaths among those 
who have been inoculated.

“The Covid-19 vaccines 
being used in the Kingdom 
have been thoroughly tested 
for safety and efficacy and 
are being used in many 
countries in the region and 
across the world. Sinovac’s 
CoronaVac has been safely 
used by millions of people 
already,” Vandine stressed.

As of March 31, Cambodia 
has acquired more than 
3.12 million doses of vac-

cines, including 1.5 million 
doses of the Sinovac’s Coro-
naVac vaccine, 1.3 million 
doses of Sinopharm’s vac-
cine donated by China, and 
324,000 doses of AstraZene-
ca’s Covishield vaccine 
received through the World 
Health Organisation’s Cov-
ax initiative.

Vandine said anyone who 
had not been vaccinated 
should consider doing so at 
this time, including medical 

workers, health officials, and 
all workers in both the public 
and private sectors – includ-
ing foreigners who are work-
ing here legally.

Priority will still be given to 
officials from the National 
Assembly and Senate as well 
as journalists, members of 
the armed forces and civil 
servants in all ministries and 
institutions at the national 
and sub-national levels. 

Also prioritised for this 

campaign are teachers, Elec-
tricite du Cambodge employ-
ees, members of the Bar 
Association of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia, Khmer Rouge 
Tribunal staff, State Secre-
tariat of Civil Aviation and 
airlines staff members, and 
employees at the Royal 
Group and Canadia Group.

Another 700,000 doses of 
the Sinopharm vaccine 
donated by China were 
transported to Phnom Penh 

on March 31, with 400,000 
and 300,000 of them going to 
the health ministry and Min-
istry of National Defence 
respectively. 

Vandine said Cambodia is 
seeking to purchase enough 
vaccines to provide at least 
10 million people with free 
vaccinations, as per the 
government’s plans for 
reaching “herd immunity” 
and stopping the spread of 
the virus.

Niem Chheng and Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen on 
March 31 issued a sub-de-
cree detailing administrative 
measures to contain the 

spread of Covid-19, including poten-
tial travel restrictions, public gather-
ing, curfew, and lockdown to certain 
areas, among others.

Comprising seven chapters and 23 
articles, the seven-page sub-decree 
was signed by Hun Sen on March 31.

Article 4 states that travel is restrict-

ed, except commutes for work, shop-
ping for food, health services and 
other purposes deemed necessary. 

Article 5 stipulates that all public 
gatherings are forbidden, except 
among family members living in the 
same home, funeral rites as permit-
ted by the local authorities, Covid-19 
sample collections, or activities re-
lated to judicial police procedures.

Article 6 dictates that all business 
activities are temporarilly banned, 
except for necessary public works 
on utilities, online business, take-

out at restaurants, food delivery, 
petrol services, post and emergen-
cy services. 

According to Article 8: “All pur-
poses of travel that are permitted by 
Article 4 are not allowed from 8pm 
to 5am, save for family emergencies, 
food delivery, travel that serves the 
public good, commutes to places of 
business and workplace as permit-
ted by the authorities.”

All businesses that require travel 
that is permitted by the sub-decree 
must cease operations from 8pm to 

5am, except for ambulance and health 
services, petrol, and other public ser-
vices permitted by the authorities.

Travel to locations exposed to 
Covid-19 is banned, except for 
emergency and other necessary 
public services, food delivery or as 
permitted by the authorities, Article 
9 states. 

Article 11 says lockdown or other 
specific administrative measures 
throughout the country will be de-
termined by government decision. 
Municipal and provincial governors 

have the authority to issue adminis-
trative measures in any part of their 
jurisdictions affected by Covid-19. 
Any administrative measures are to 
last for two weeks and can be ex-
tended for the same term.

Those who violate this sub-decree 
will be punished according to the Law 
on Measures to Prevent the Spread of 
Covid-19 and Other Serious, Danger-
ous and Contagious Diseases.

Government spokesperson Phay
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Sweeping calls 
for financial 
sector to delay 
loan payments
May Kunmakara

THE business community has called 
on financial institutions (FI) to sus-
pend principal and interest payments 
for a few months to share the burden 
with customers in light of the ongo-
ing Covid-19 outbreak.

As the government scrambles to 
contain the country’s third commu-
nity transmission – which has seen 
cases rise to 1,914 with 677 recoveries 
since the February 20 outbreak – virtu-
ally all economic sectors and the gen-
eral public are struggling to make 
ends meet during these trying times.

In a bid to help affected sectors and 
keep businesses afloat, the govern-
ment has issues eight rounds of relief 
measures since the SARS-CoV-2 
coronavirus, which causes Covid-19, 
emerged in late 2019.

Anthony Galliano, the group CEO 
of financial services firm Cambodian 
Investment Management Co Ltd, 
said the outbreak greatly exacerbates 
the health risks that the Kingdom 
faces and can only be described as 
socio-economically devastating.

After enduring a year-long econom-
ic downturn – felt much more severe-
ly in the tourism, hospitality, garment 
and construction sectors – businesses 
have been dealt another punishing 
blow in an economy that had just 
started on the uptick towards recov-
ery, he said.

“The banks will be confronted with 
a conundrum, should they continue 
to restructure loans with further pay-
ment delays for businesses in a pre-
carious condition.

“The more prolonged and drastic the 
economic downturn, the higher the 
probability that struggling businesses 
will not survive – and this last commu-
nity spread has been the most acute.

Sub-decree outlines Covid measures

the National Covid-19 Vaccination Commission has determined that around 745,000 people are set to receive the first of two required 
doses of the sinovac vaccine. HENG CHIVOAN
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Siphan said travel restrictions 
are not for the whole country, 
but only for locations at high 
risk.

“For example, a few days 
ago, there was a travel ban 
at a Borei [gated residential 
community]. It is like this, 
the local authority have the 
power to prevent the Covid-
19 virus from spreading. It is 
like when the police cordon 
off a certain place to prevent 
people from getting into a 
crime scene.

“If the authority restricts 
one location, it is completely 
shut down at night,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
person Kim Santepheap told 
The Post on March 31 that the 
sub-decree is not yet enforced 
in any location or region in 
the country and no curfew is 
applied until further notice.

“Any administrative measure 
can be enforced only when 
there is a decision from the 
municipal or provincial gover-
nor for a certain place in their 
jurisdiction or for the whole 
capital or province,” he said. 

With regard to inter-prov-
ince travel, some provincial 
administrations confirmed 
on March 31 that there was no 
quarantine required for those 
who travel from one province 
to another, but provincial au-
thorities are obliged to review 
and introduce health proce-
dures.

Prey Veng provincial deputy 
governor Chan Tha said there 
was no government directive 
requiring people to quaran-
tine and no lockdown was put 
in place.

 “There has been no deci-
sion requiring quarantine 
when travelling from one 
province to another. But we 
must know the identity of 
travellers and their itinerary 
and we explain health proce-
dures to them,” he said.

Tha said, however, that mi-
grant workers returning from 
Thailand must undergo quar-
antine, as required by the gov-
ernment and the Ministry of 
Health. And the provincial au-
thorities will take a precaution 
when someone from a high 
risk province enter Prey Veng. 

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearum said quarantine was 
only required for people sus-
pected of having contracted 
the virus or tested positive for 
Covid-19. 

But he said: “The provincial 
administration does not allow 
non-essential travel. Beside 
trucks transporting goods, pa-
tients, workers and emergency 
cases, any individual who wants 
to travel must submit a letter of 
request to the provincial ad-
ministration for approval.”

Several other province also 
said that no quarantine had 
been required for inter-prov-
ince travellers, though they 
must abide by health mea-
sures scanning Covid-19 QR 
code and having their health 
checked.

Hun Sen also issued a circu-
lar on measures to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 during the 
upcoming Khmer New Year 
holiday from April 14 to 16.

The prime minister instruct-
ed authorities at all levels to 
take measures to ensure bet-
ter security, safety and public 
order during the holidays.

“Ensure the implementa-
tion and adherence to health 
measures to prevent and curb 
the spread of Covid-19. This 
includes traffic management 
through the capital, towns 
and provinces and in all pub-
lic places,” he said.

As of March 31, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 2,440 
cases – 1,914 of which were 
linked to the February 20 com-
munity outbreak – with 1,191 
recoveries and 14 confirmed 
deaths from the disease.
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Governor alerted to stench at stadium
Nov Sivutha

WASTE released into the sew-
erage system near fences of 
the National Olympic Stadium 
by residents and construction 
sites in the area has caused a 
bad stench, prompting the 
Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport to seek an interven-
tion from Phnom Penh munic-
ipal governor Khuong Sreng.

In his letter to the governor 
on March 30, ministry secre-
tary of state Sar Sokha said 
local authorities and relevant 
institutions have yet to address 
the issue despite the munici-
pal hall having issued two 
separate intervention letters.

The letter said that in compli-
ance with government policy 
in improving the people’s well-
being and preparing to host 
national and international 
sports events, the ministry had 
the duty to provide the proper 
sanitation for the stadium.

“At present, next to the fenc-
es of the National Olympic 

Stadium, apartment owners 
are releasing waste into the 
sewerage system. The waste 
brings a bad smell into the sta-
dium, especially for the public 
who exercise and play sports 
on a daily basis,” Sokha said.

Reached for comment on 
March 31, the governor said 
while he had not received the 
letter from Sokha, he would 
look into the issue.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha called on 

the municipal authority to 
address the problems in a 
timely manner in order to pro-
mote the capital’s environ-
ment and improve people’s 
physical and mental health 
and livelihoods.

Motorists ride past the National Olympic Stadium on March 31. Hong Menea

Four dead as milled-rice truck 
veers off steep road in B’bang  
Kim Sarom

A
T lEAST four people 
died when a rice 
transport truck over-
turned on March 30 

in O’Romduol commune’s 
Thnal Bat village in Battam-
bang province’s Phnom Proek 
district.

District governor Song So-
pheak identified the victims 
as Suon Sochea, 17, from 
Phnom Penh’s Russey Keo 
district; Udom, 25, from Prey 
Veng province; Mao, 33, from 
Kampong Speu province; 
and Seyha, 24, from Bat-
tambang province’s Samlot 
district.

“Provincial traffic specialists 

checked the truck and didn’t 
find any technical problems 
at all. The accident looks like it 
was caused because the truck 
was overloaded and it was 
coming down a steep road 
from the Phnom Proek Moun-
tains. The driver could not get 
the truck to brake in time and 
it overturned,” he said.

Sopheak said that at around 
2pm on March 30, the truck 
was seen transporting milled 
rice from Takeo province into 
the mountains. As the truck 
made its way down a steep 
road it was unable to brake 
and veered out of control 
from left to right and then 
overturned, killing everyone 
on board. 

He said he and Phnom 
Proek district chief Heng Ba-
raing had arrived at the scene 
and recovered the bodies from 
the truck to identify them and 
then find their families. 

O’Romduol commune po-
lice chief Phan Sros said the 
truck had been transporting 
milled rice from Takeo prov-
ince to the Cabin Market in 
Phnom Proek district. 

Sros said that because the 
driver didn’t know the roads 
well he did not take Pongro 
Road as he should have. In-
stead, he took a detour on a 
road in Battambang province’s 
Sampov loun district – which 
meant that in order to get to 
Phnom Proek district he then 

had to go through the moun-
tains on very steeply inclined 
roads. 

“Now, this road was just 
recently paved. Before it was 
paved, it was even worse – 
even Thai trucks would lose 
control on that road. Driv-
ers who take that road would 
have to shift into second gear 
in advance before climbing 
down the steep part,” he said.

Sros said that following the ac-
cident on the evening of March 
30, the families of the dead had 
come and collected their bod-
ies. The owners of the truck and 
the milled rice had resolved the 
matter at the police station, 
but the truck still needed to be 
towed away as of March 31.

The truck had been transporting milled rice from Takeo province to the Cabin Market in Battambang province’s Phnom Proek district. Facebook

Decisions on travel 
restrictions rest with 
provincial governors



US rights report ‘politically motivated’
Lay Samean 

T
HE Cambodian gov-
ernment has denied 
claims by the US that 
it had violated the fun-

damental rights of citizens in 
2020, calling the recently-pub-
lished report by the US govern-
ment “politically motivated”.

The rejection came after 
the US Department of State 
published its 45th annual hu-
man rights report on March 
30. The report claims that the 
Cambodian government has 
continued to violate and re-
strict human rights, freedoms 
and political rights. 

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan said on March 31 
that the report was politically 
motivated and did not reflect 
the reality of the situation in 
Cambodia. 

“The Cambodian govern-
ment has strived to end im-
punity, based on the enforce-
ment of the rule of law. So, 
we have undertaken legal re-
forms to protect human dig-
nity, fundamental freedoms 
and human rights,” he said.

Concerning the claims that 
law enforcement authorities 
were not permitting assem-
blies and gatherings, Siphan 
explained that this is because 
Cambodia is mainly concerned 
with public health while the 
government seeks to contain 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Similarly, Cambodian Hu-
man Rights Committee 
(CHRC) and Ministry of Justice 
spokesman Chin Malin said 
any report critical of human 
rights in other sovereign states 
should be based on the techni-

cal aspects of human rights. 
Malin said no country has 

perfectly navigated all human 
rights issues and no country 
could act as a mentor and set 
an example for other coun-
tries to follow because every 
nation has its own complex 
history which occurs within 
its own unique circumstances 
and individual context.

“The US itself has many 
human rights violations and 
those issues have also drawn 

strong criticisms from other 
countries during past UN hu-
man rights council meetings.

“If the report is released to 
levy criticisms in bad-faith 
and to politicise the human 
rights issues of other sover-
eign states in order to serve 
the US’ geopolitical ambitions 
in the region, then those sov-
ereign states singled out for 
criticism cannot and should 
not accept such critiques,” 
Malin said.

Am Sam Ath, deputy direc-
tor of rights group Licadho, 
said the government should be 
more open to constructive crit-
icism to improve human rights 
situations in the country. 

He claimed that human 
rights problems in Cambodia 
had worsened in past few years 
and especially in 2020 when 
freedom of assembly and ex-
pression had been restricted. 

“During Covid-19, the hu-
man rights situation has 

worsened further and what 
the US mentioned concerns 
the administering of justice 
to victims and investigations 
into abuses. These investiga-
tions are yet to show any re-
sults,” he said.

Sam Ath said the arrest of en-
vironmental activists and for-
mer members of the Supreme 
Court-dissolved Cambodia 
National Rescue Party were in 
his view unjustified and had 
negatively affected the funda-

mental rights and freedoms of 
Cambodian citizens. 

“The Cambodian authori-
ties have always made clear 
that these arrests and deten-
tions were made in accor-
dance with Cambodian law. 
But apparently some human 
right experts and democratic 
countries have said the ar-
rests are a violation of the 
fundamental rights and free-
doms of Cambodian citizens 
according to the internation-
al treaties on human rights 
which Cambodia ratified and 
the Constitution,” he said.

In February, the CHRC also 
issued a press release on the 
human rights situation and 
law enforcement in Cambo-
dia for 2020 as a response to 
critical reports  accusing the 
Cambodian government of 
rights violations.

The press release said reports 
such as the one issued by the 
US State Department were bi-
ased and baseless and reflected 
the views of certain groups and 
institutions which opposed the 
Cambodian government. 

Such reports, it said, demon-
strated that their authors lacked 
factual knowledge and and ba-
sic understanding of Cambo-
dia’s legal and judicial system.

Therefore, the press release 
stated, those reports did not 
reflect reality in Cambodia 
and were essentially political 
in nature as they distorted the 
truth by summarising events 
and drawing conclusions 
from afar without study-
ing the underlying causes of 
what occurred in detail for 
the events they attempted to 
describe.

Justice ministry spokesman Chin Malin (left) and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Heng CHivoan, US Department of State
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Kim Sarom

BATTAMBANG provin-
cial court on March 31 has 
charged a man with two 
counts of insulting and in-
citement after the suspect 
was arrested in Battambang 
for insulting Prime Minister 
Hun Sen on social media.

Chea Chanreaksmey, pro-
vincial court spokesperson 
said on March 31 that the sus-
pect identified as Huon Bo-
rey, 32 – a resident of Phnom 
Proek commune, Phnom 
Proek district – had recently 
insulted the prime minister 
and district authorities.

“The suspect is charged 
with public insult in accor-
dance with Article 305 and 
incitement to discriminate 
in line with Article 496 of the 
criminal code,” he said, add-
ing that the suspect has been 
sent to an investigating judge 
for further prosecution.

Deputy provincial police 
chief Lim Puthyla told The 
Post on March 31 that the sus-
pect had created a Facebook 
account on March 29 and up-
loaded a picture of the prime 
minister as his profile. He then 
wrote a post deemed seriously 
insulting according to Phnom 
Proek district authorities.

“Police called him in for 
questioning the first time he 
posted. Back then he had criti-
cised the country’s leader and 
district authorities but with less 
serious language. But this time, 
he had insulted them again. So 
we had to arrest him,” he said.

Rights group Adhoc spokes-
man Soeng Sen Karuna said he 
supported the right to express 
critical views on social media, 
but not false ones. Individuals 
who express opinions con-
trary to the truth have to deal 
with the consequences.

 “Actually, expressing one’s 
views is always possible. It 
should be done in a con-
structive way. One should 
not create a false story and 
then make trouble.”

“But we also don’t want 
to see legal action brought 
against him. He should be 
educated about the prob-
lems. Legal action should 
not be taken,” he said.

Should he be found guilty 
according to the two articles, 
the suspect faces between 
one to three years in prison 
and a fine up to 10 million riel 
($2,500).

Man arrested for publicly 
insulting prime minister, 
district authorities in post

B’bang seeks support for HIV+ kids
Long Kimmarita

THE Battambang provincial Department 
of Health is inviting the public to provide 
support for over 200 HIV-positive children 
at the top referral hospital in the province 
who face growing difficulties in their 
daily lives due to the ongoing pressures 
caused by the Covid-19 outbreak.

The announcement comes in response 
to the increasingly dwindling donations 
from development partners, which report-
edly suspended a number of social welfare 
projects linked to the hospital around 
three months ago due to the pandemic.

This led to a reduction in the number 
of fundraisers to raise money for the 
projects.

Battambang health department deputy 
director Dr Sou Sanith said supply short-
ages – among other issues – were making 
life more difficult for the HIV-positive chil-
dren receiving daily treatment at Battam-
bang Provincial Referral Hospital, affect-
ing their studies.

“The provincial health department has 
agreed to initiate a charity programme to 
mobilise funds to buy milled rice, cloth-
ing, study materials and other helpful 
things within our budget. The dona-
tions will provide assistance to 211 HIV-
positive children who are having a tough 
time right now in Battambang,” he said.

Lim Kim Seng, a programme officer 
at the NGO FHI360 Cambodia, told The 
Post on March 31 that after seeking bud-
getary aid in mid-March his working 
group had received roughly $6,000 from 
donors at home and abroad so far.

He added that further donations were 
still welcomed and needed and would 
continue to be necessary to fund the 

various assistance projects for these 
HIV-positive children that are managed 
by civil society organisations. 

In short, Kim Seng said, if you are will-
ing and able to provide any humanitar-
ian assistance to these children, now 
would be the time to do it. 

“Families of HIV-positive children al-
ready have trouble getting by and when 
the era of Covid-19 began many of the 
parents lost their livelihoods because 
they can’t risk infecting their [immuno-
compromised] children.

“With no income, parents aren’t even 
able to feed their children and basic nutri-
tion even becomes a problem,” he said.

Kim Seng added that the donations 
had been used to help these children 

and provide them with regular treat-
ment they need.

“During this uncertain period, we are 
calling for help from anyone who can as-
sist us with donations in any amount they 
can afford until our various partner organ-
isations have funding again to continue 
their projects helping these children. 

“We have children from the ages of 1 to 
15 in need of assistance who have to come 
and receive treatment regularly,” he said.

FHI360 Cambodia provides counsel-
ling and treatment services at six health 
centres across Battambang province, 
which has over 5,000 HIV-positive people 
of all ages. More information about their 
programmes can be found at fhi360.org/
countries/cambodia.

Villagers are tested for HIV at Roka Health Centre in Roka commune’s Roka village of Battambang 
province’s Sangke district in 2014. Heng CHivoan

www.phnompenhpost.com
CHeCk tHe poSt weBSIte 
foR BReAkIng newS



Lay Samean

S
INCE the Covid-19 
pandemic began, 
Prime Minster Hun 
Sen has made clear 

his high regard for Cambo-
dian medical professionals, 
referring to them as an army 
clothed in white and frontline 
soldiers who battle bravely 
against an invisible enemy – 
the novel coronavirus.

He recently took to Face-
book to further express his 

appreciation: “In the past 
year, our medical special-
ists have taken an active and 
courageous part in saving 
Cambodian people’s lives and 
combating Covid-19.”

“The medical staff have 
spent the whole strength of 
their minds and hearts, stay-
ing away from their homes and 
families for the cause of pro-
tecting public health,” he said.

As the Kingdom strives to 
contain the February 20 com-
munity outbreak – which had 

seen cases rise to 1,914 with 
677 recoveries as of March 
31 – pictures of nurses and 
doctors treating patients with 
the disease have been shared 
widely on social media by 
Cambodians praising their 
devotion and sacrifice.

Spending both days and 
nights away from their fami-
lies and having to wear not 
just face masks but layers of 
Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) from head to toe 
while caring for Covid-19 pa-

tients has all become a rou-
tine part of their daily lives.

Serey Veasna, a physician 
with the voluntary youth doc-
tor association TYDA, says he 
has to get up early and leave 
his family every day as part 
of an ongoing battle against 
Covid-19, with only a few 
hours sleep each day.

“It feels suffocating. But you 
must wear PPE before going 
near anyone who has Covid-
19 for your own protection,” 
he said, adding that he and 
the other medical workers are 
afraid of the virus but that it 
never affects their willingness 
to work directly with patients.

A medical doctor who asked 
not to be identified spoke with 
The Post from outside the Great 
Duke Phnom Penh, a hotel-
turned-Covid-19-treatment fa-
cility, on Mao Tse Toung Blvd.

“I don’t have any pretty 
pictures to post. I’ve just got 
this,” she said, showing where 
the daily use of PPE such as a 
visor was leaving deep red 
marks on her face from the 
constant friction.

“We’re doing this for our 
compatriots and the nation. 
We’re an army in white defend-
ing people across the country 
from Covid-19,” she said.

Pich Chanmony, deputy 
chairwoman of TYDA, said in 

an interview with local me-
dia that the February 20 com-
munity outbreak was keeping 
medical professionals busy and 
prompted the public to pay 
greater attention to their work.

“You can see our medical 
staff who are just taking sam-
ples here are very tired and ex-
hausted. The work is endless 
and it’s not just for our team 
here, it’s the same for the other 
frontline medical workers at 
all the other hospitals.

“We must all remain reso-
lute and put an end to the 
February 20 outbreak. I beg 
our countrymen to comply 
with health measures while 
medical specialists will try to 
do what we can,” she said.

According to Chanmony, 
TYDA has a medical staff 
of 430. They normally work 
from 7am to 2am the next day 
for each shift. They cannot 
go out for two weeks prior to 
beginning this work and must 
remain in self-quarantine be-
tween shifts. Some of them 
have not seen their wives, 
husbands or children during 
this entire outbreak.

“For frontline medical staff, 
it is extremely difficult. But 
they must endure it and they 
will continue to volunteer to 
work for our people.

“It isn’t that we’re not afraid 

[of the virus]. And it’s still 
shocking to treat Covid-19 
patients who become seri-
ously ill and need our help to 
save their lives. I am not im-
mortal, but we must follow 
the oath we took as medical 
specialists,” she said.

Outside the hospital, front-
line health workers can be 
seen working busily in the 
seasonal heat – still wear-
ing full PPE – when bringing 
those who have tested posi-
tive or who are suspected of 
having contracted the virus to 
a hospital for treatment.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine says that 
in these trying circumstances, 
medical professionals have 
played a vital role in combat-
ing Covid-19 that tested the 
limits of their physical and 
mental strength.

She notes that it takes at 
least 30 minutes just to put 
on a full PPE suit and if they 
are careless about it they can 
easily become infected.

“I would like to express my 
admiration for our medical 
staff. We have seen that they 
don’t ever rest, day or night. 
They work tirelessly. Because 
of that, people have to join 
them in preventing this virus 
from claiming more valuable 
lives,” she says.

National
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White-clothed army sacrifices earn praise
Medical professionals play a vital role in combating Covid-19 that tests physical and mental strengths. TYDA Medical staff normally work from 7am to 2am the next day for each shift. FAcebook

It can take 30 minutes to put on a full PPE suit and if health workers are careless they can get infected. TYDA



A doctor checks a child patient at Angkor Hospital for children. AHC pAge
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Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE angkor Hospital 
for Children (aHC) 
has appealed for 
blood donations from 

the public as it is facing short-
ages amid the ongoing Covid-
19 outbreak. There has also 
been a high demand for blood 
to treat children with anaemia.

Dr Hor putchhat, director of 
the aHC’s laboratory depart-
ment, said it was difficult for 
hospital staff to collect blood 
donations in places such as 
hotels or schools amid the 
pandemic. The number of 
people who come to the hos-
pital to donate blood has also 
decreased, he said.

“The hospital’s policy is that 
there must be blood to replace 
blood that was used. But now 
we are facing shortages.

“There have been people 
coming to donate blood but 
we cannot receive it because 
they had been inoculated 
with Covid-19 vaccine. We 
cannot receive their blood 
within 28 days of vaccination. 
So we told them to return lat-
er,” he said. 

according to Dr putchhat, 
aHC needs between 90 and 
150 bags of blood per month.

He said for patients with 
anaemia, if there is not 
enough blood for transfu-

sions, they would become 
even more anaemic and could 
die. The request for blood is 
also in preparation for the 
upcoming Khmer New Year 
when traffic accidents typi-
cally increase as people travel 
to their hometown.

“in the laboratory, there 
should be blood [reserves] for 
all blood types with 30 to 40 
bags available during big na-
tional holidays. it is a precau-
tion to easily treat patients 
injured in accidents or other 
incidents,” he said.

in a Facebook post on 
March 19, aHC said the hos-
pital had used a lot of blood 
on children with anaemia and 
health problems that needed 
surgery. Most patients could 
not afford to donate blood to 
replace used supplies.

“On behalf of the laboratory 
room of the angkor Hospital 
for Children in Siem reap 
province, we call on people to 
donate blood to save the lives 
of children who are waiting 
for help from generous peo-
ple,” the post said.

Blood donations for aHC 
can be given from Monday 
to Friday from 8am to 4pm or 
on Saturday morning. Those 
who have taken the Covid-19 
vaccination are encouraged 
to donate blood 28 days after 
their second jab.

aHC appeals 
to public for 
blood donors

Lay Samean

a BaNTENG attacked a 62-year-
old man from Kampong Cham 
commune in Kratie province’s 
Sambor district on March 30, 
leaving him unconscious.

Commune chief Chhit Norn 
said the incident happened in 
the prey Chorb area of prey 
lang forest in Yeav village as 
the man, Duong Khorn, was 
searching for bees.

“When he came out of the 
forest, a banteng was running 
towards him and his motor-
bike and then attacked him. 
But he managed to ride away 
to get help from environmen-
tal officers not far from the 
scene and fainted. 

“His left abdomen was in-

jured and he was taken to 
Kratie provincial referral 
Hospital,” he said.

Chhit said the man was a 
poor farmer and looked for 
bees to earn extra money.

Commune police chief Sok 
Narath said banteng could 
become aggressive due to hot 
weather or if people tried to 
take its food.

“in the past, i have met ban-
tengs but i stood 40m away from 
them. They are just looking for 
food and i just went on my way. i 
have never met such a ferocious 
banteng like this one before. 
Maybe it was the hot weather or 
it was looking for food,” he said.

according to Sok Narath, 
bantengs, roe deers and gaurs 
live in the prey lang area.

Man knocked out by 
banteng in prey lang



Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,660 16,700 16,700 16,600

2 GTI 4,040 4,100 4,100 4,040

3 PAS 13,040 13,060 13,060 13,000

4 PEPC 3,060 3,160 3,160 3,050

5 PPAP 13,000 13,100 13,100 13,000

6 PPSP 1,930 1,920 1,930 1,910

7 PWSA 6,480 6,440 6,520 6,440

Date: March 31, 2021
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“The silver bullet is mass 
vaccination at the fastest pace 
possible, which will result in 
an immediate turnaround and 
pave the path for reopening 
the country,” he said.

Cambodia rice Federation 
(CrF) vice-president Chan 
Sokheang, who is also chair-
man and CEO of Signatures of 
asia Co ltd, noted that while 
the rice sector had avoided 
much of the ravages of a global 
financial crisis that has pum-
melled the Kingdom’s other 
industries, economic ramifi-
cations remain on traders’ and 
millers’ minds.

He pointed out that a crip-
pling worldwide shortage of 
containers threatens the time-
liness of milled-rice ship-
ments, presents a cash-flow 
challenge and heightens the 
risk of missed loan repayments 
from the sector.

Still, he showed solidarity 
with his cash-strapped peers 
across the broad spectrum of 
industries. “The spread of 
Covid-19 has been affecting 
almost all sectors. We appeal 
to Fis to consider a flexible way 
in which to help our people 
and businesses during these 
tough times,” Sokheang said.

and few industries have felt 
the pinch of the Covid-19 pan-
demic as much as tourism.

pacific asia Travel associa-
tion Cambodia chapter chair-
man Thourn Sinan proposed 
to the National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC) that it issue a clear 
statement to Fis to find a way 
to suspend principal and inter-
est payments for a few months, 
suggesting that they extend 
loan repayment terms.

“We don’t deny that Fis have 
restructured loans following 
NBC requests but people still 
need to pay interest, while oth-
ers also impose fines for those 
who pay late.

“Of course, i know that the 
banks also need to keep earn-
ing but they have to be aware 
of the current situation – our 
economy has been hit hard by 
the health crisis. 

“as a result, i suggest that 
banks and microfinance insti-
tutions [MFi] be obliged to 
share the pain felt now. if Fis 
can provide the extensions, 
there’ll be hope for us to sur-
vive and the move will also 
allow our people to breathe.

“pick up on the fact that Fis 
always make profit while other 

businesses are nearing death 
– we need support from them,” 
he said.

praSaC Microfinance insti-
tution ltd senior vice-presi-
dent Say Sony told The Post 
that his MFi has pulled out all 
the stops to undergird its cli-
ents’ businesses during the 
pandemic and will continue to 
issue new loans to those who 
need an extra hand to restart 
operations or reinvest.

“With these challenges in 
mind, we are working closely 
with our clients to deal with 
these hard times together no 
matter if they need more mon-
ey, or if we’ll have to resched-
ule their loans, or if they are 
able to pay them off and obtain 
new loans when the situation 
reverts to normal,” he said.

Sony added that praSaC 
restructured some $344 million 
in loans, or 11.5 per cent of its 
portfolio, for more than 34,000 
borrowers as of February 28 
since NBC issued a circular on 
loan restructuring during Cov-
id-19 on March 27 last year.

The directive was issued to 
all banks and Fis to restructure 
credit for loans in four priority 
sectors – tourism, garments, 
construction, and transport 
and logistics, which NBC 
flagged as the most severely 
affected by the pandemic.

The circular aimed to main-
tain financial stability, support 
economic activity and ease the 
burden of debtors facing 
declining revenues during the 
ongoing Covid-19 outbreak. 
The directive will be imple-
mented until mid-2021.

aClEDa Bank plc president 
and group managing director 
in Channy told The Post that 
banks around the world have 
a similar funding structure – 
15 per cent from paid-up cap-
ital, 15 per cent from long-
term debt issued by 
international Fis and 70 per 
cent from domestic savings 
and fixed-term deposits. 

“if the banks are asked to 
postpone both interest and 
loan principal, who will be 
responsible for paying the 
interest for savers and deposi-
tors? They need the banks to 
pay them back both interest 
and principle when they are 
due to be paid, and those who 
lend to the bank require banks 
to pay back to them interest 
plus principle when due.

“Fis also have debt and the 
obligation to pay them back, 
too,” he said.

‘Fis also have debt and the 
obligation to pay them back’

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,059 1.2602 6.5531 110.66 4.1465 1.3450 31.27 0.7613 1.1729 1.3778

‘Nearly $2B allocated for Covid’
May Kunmakara

T
HE government has 
allocated nearly $2 
billion to stave off the 
spread of the novel 

coronavirus and to address 
the economic impact on key 
sectors through eight rounds 
of mitigation measures.

This is what Ministry of Econ-
omy and Finance permanent 
secretary of state Vongsey Vis-
soth told the 7th Joint Meeting 
of the aSEaN Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors on 
March 30 via video link.

He said the government re-
mained committed to imple-
menting reform policies aimed 
at increasing the country’s 
competitiveness and creating a 
favourable environment for the 
private sector to do business and 
invest domestically and abroad.

The government allocated 
$1.164 billion in 2020 and has 
earmarked $719 million for 
this year, he said.

On March 25, the govern-
ment announced its eighth 
round of economic mitigation 
measures, which centre on gar-
ments, textiles, footwear, travel 
goods, bags and tourism.

The government in april-June 
will continue to provide $40 per 
month to workers in the sectors 
as part of its cash handout pro-
gramme amid the pandemic.

Factory and enterprise 
owners must add $30 to the 
handout, increasing the total 

disbursement to $70. On the 
other hand, employers in the 
tourism sector are encour-
aged to voluntarily provide as 
much money as possible.

anthony Galliano, the group 
CEO of financial services firm 
Cambodian investment Man-
agement Co ltd, said contin-
ued government support will 
provide a lifeline for busi-
nesses to survive.

“The government continues 
to introduce further measures 
to support small businesses 
in this unprecedented diffi-

cult business environment.
“While providing liquidity to 

struggling businesses through 
guaranteed loans is extremely 
helpful, further tax incentives 
many be needed across other 
impacted sectors. 

“at this point most businesses 
are hoping for some degree of 
reopening of the country to in-
ternational tourism and growth 
in trade, which is not a unique 
desire globally,” he added. 

according to Vissoth, the 
government is preparing to 
launch a three-pronged 2021-

2023 economic recovery plan.
The first part of the strategy, 

dubbed “revival and Surviv-
al”, focuses on building a sol-
id foundation for economic 
recovery.

“reform” grapples with 
transforming crises into op-
portunities, with a focus on the 
diversification and protection 
of economic competitiveness.

and “resilience” concentrates 
on achieving effective prepared-
ness for possible crises going 
forward, from either natural 
causes or human activity.

Ministry of Economy and Finance permanent secretary of state Vongsey Vissoth. hENG ChIVOAN

Mondulkiri airport project still on track
Thou Vireak

aN $80 million domestic air-
port project in Mondulkiri 
province is shaping up to be a 
main driver for ecotourism 
development in the Kingdom’s 
northeast corridor.

Minister in charge of the 
State Secretariat of Civil avia-
tion (SSCa) Mao Havannall on 
March 30 led a meeting with 
representatives of the devel-
oper, powerChina interna-
tional Group ltd (piG), to pro-
v i d e  i n p u t  o n  a 
recently-completed feasibility 
study report for the develop-
ment of the airport and nearby 
industrial park.

Havannall called on piG to 
keep the Ministry of Tourism’s 
vision of regional tourism and 
economic development in 

mind and to find new ways of 
enticing airlines to request 
landing rights at the project, 
suggesting new tourism prod-
ucts, new economic activities 
and investments.

The airport will be built on a 
300ha site and may break 
ground as soon as next year, 
according to SSCa spokesman 
Sin Chansereyvutha.

and according to provincial 
governor Svay Sam Eang, provin-
cial authorities are demarcating 
a 600ha plot for the new airport 
some 22km south of Sen Mono-
rom town in O’raing district’s 
Sen Monorom commune.

in a December 31 letter, the 
Council of Ministers said the 
government had decided in 
principle to allow piG to study 
and develop a proposal to build 
the project, adding that the 

Chinese company would have 
to foot the bill for the project’s 
initial feasibility study.

The government also author-
ised the SSCa to lead prepara-
tion of a Framework agree-
ment with piG in accordance 
with applicable procedures.

SSCa’s Chansereyvutha told 
The Post on March 31 that the 
government wants to develop 
the area in a way akin to preah 
Sihanouk province, which he 
noted has seen a strong surge 
in tourism, commerce, invest-
ment and transport volume.

He pointed out that flight 
traffic at Sihanouk interna-
tional airport jumped 300 per 
cent between 2017 and 2019.

Voicing optimism that the 
new airport would be in line 
with international standards, 
Chanserey vutha stressed 

that new tourism products 
should be a priority to ensure 
regular flights.

“people will be able to sight-
see a lot of them and discover 
the range of economic activities 
in the area, compelling them to 
set up a slew of businesses and 
figure out what agro-industrial 
products will need to be brought 
in by air,” he said.

provincial Department of 
Tourism director Ngin Sovime-
an noted that scores of ecotour-
ism projects had been proposed 
in recent years, highlighting a 
recent venture set to be devel-
oped on 10ha that was brought 
to his attention.

He declined to reveal more, 
merely commenting on the 
new airport: “i hope that if this 
project works out, it’ll attract 
more investors to our area.”



Korea’s KB Asset 
fetches $2.65B 
for ESG funds

THE combined value of KB As-
set Management’s environ-
mental, social and corporate 

governance (ESG) funds exceeded 
three trillion won ($2.65 billion), 
the South Korean company said on 
March 31.

Its ESG-themed funds pooled 
investments worth some 600 billion 
won during the first quarter of this 
year alone, added the Seoul-based 
asset management firm.

In terms of the assets under its 
management, funds targeting 
alternative assets came to 2.1 
trillion won, while those dedi-
cated to equities and exchange-
traded funds at home and abroad 
amounted to 640 billion won and 
those investing in bonds stood at 
260 billion won.

KB Asset said in a statement that 
it had strived to introduce internal 
ESG guidelines after partnering 
with Korean ESG rating agencies 
the Daishin Economic Research 
Institute and Korea Corporate Gov-
ernance Services.

The guidelines allowed the 
investment firm to assign scores to 
Korean firms’ ESG commitments 
on a seven-point scale and to take 
ESG factors into account when 
selecting external partners for 
foreign investing, it added.

The company plans to launch 
an infrastructure fund in line with 
the Moon Jae-in administration’s 
Green New Deal initiative, as well 
as green-themed funds targeting 
foreign assets in the near future.

KB Asset is the nation’s third-
largest asset management firm, 
overseeing 95 trillion won worth 
of assets as of last week. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SAUDI Arabia on March 30 
announced plans to pump invest-
ments worth 12 trillion riyals ($3.2 
trillion) into the national economy 
by 2030, roping in the oil-reliant king-
dom’s biggest companies in a major 
new economic diversification push.

The announcement by de facto 
ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman underscores an effort to 
jumpstart the domestic economy as 
the top crude exporter battles high 
youth unemployment and a corona-
virus-triggered downturn.

“The total investment injected . . . 
into the national economy is expect-
ed to reach 12 trillion riyals by 2030,” 
Prince Mohammed said in a speech 

carried by state television.
Twenty-four of the kingdom’s big-

gest companies, including energy 
giant Aramco and petrochemical firm 
SABIC, will lead the investment drive 
by contributing five trillion riyals over 
the next decade, the crown prince told 
reporters later at a virtual briefing.

He said the companies, many of 
them listed, had agreed to lower their 
dividends and redirect the money into 
the domestic economy in exchange 
for incentives such as subsidies.

The Public Investment Fund (PIF), 
the kingdom’s sovereign wealth fund, 
will provide three trillion riyals.

And the remaining four trillion riyals 
will come from a new “national invest-

ment strategy”, which will soon be 
announced, Prince Mohammed said.

The initiative will help boost eco-
nomic growth, create hundreds of 
thousands of new jobs and strength-
en the private sector, he added.

The programme is part of a mam-
moth 27-trillion-riyal investment plan 
over the next decade, which will include 
huge government spending to spur the 
domestic economy, the prince said.

It is designed to “promote the devel-
opment and diversification of the 
national economy”, the state-run 
Saudi Press Agency said, adding that 
it will “strengthen cooperation 
between public and private sectors”.

But the investment push should be 

“taken with a grain of salt”, said Ellen 
Wald, president of Transversal Consult-
ing and author of the book Saudi Inc.

She said: “It doesn’t help grow the 
private sector to compel nominally 
private sector companies to invest in 
government programs at the expense 
of their shareholders or investment 
in their own endeavours.”

The announcement comes after 
the crown prince said in January that 
the PIF would invest $40 billion 
annually in the domestic economy 
over the next five years.

Saudi Arabia, an absolute monar-
chy, is pushing to boost job creation 
and revive businesses decimated by 
the pandemic.

Joblessness in the kingdom touched 
14.9 per cent in the third quarter of 
2020, dipping slightly from an all-
time high of 15.4 per cent in the pre-
vious quarter, according to official 
data.

Last year, the twin shocks of the 
pandemic and a drop in oil prices 
prompted the petro-state to triple its 
value-added tax and suspend a 
monthly allowance to civil servants to 
rein in a ballooning budget deficit.

Saudi Arabia, the biggest Arab 
economy, has also been struggling to 
attract foreign investment, a key pil-
lar of the crown prince’s “Vision 2030” 
economic diversification plan to 
boost non-oil revenue. AFP

Business
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Extended lockdowns as Europe battles 
a third wave of Covid-19 has since 
Monday started hurting the price of 
crude oil – forcing the commodity  
to trade at around $59.60 to $61  
per barrel.

Leading industry analyst OilPrice.
com has highlighted that extended 
lockdowns in Europe have prompted 
concerns about the demand for fuel 

in the coming weeks, while economic 
recovery could stall amid a further 
spread of the coronavirus.  

Germany – Europe’s largest 
economy – is extending its lockdown 
until April 18, while Poland, at its 
worst point during the Covid-19 
pandemic, has announced a two-week 
lockdown that will lead to the closure 
of nurseries, schools and salons, and 
even limit church activities. 

Likewise, France has threatened to 
implement tougher measures to counter 
the third wave sweeping the continent. 

These new measures could further 
dampen the consumption of energy 
and the demand for it in the Eurozone 

– which has already suffered a severe 
economic contraction since the 
outbreak began last year.

Another important event that could 
have further ramifications on the fuel 
market is the OPEC Joint Ministerial 
Monitoring Committee on April 1, 
where top producers will decide on 
production capacity. 

The upcoming meeting has put 
traders on edge as they watch for 
signs that would give clues to OPEC’s 
strategy as the group tries to maintain 
an equilibrium in the market and prices 
at optimum levels.

For the technical part, we have 
noticed that the price of oil has been 

moving between $57.30 to $62 a barrel 
last month, with the daily average price 
movement around $3.20. 

Oil prices are likely to consolidate 
at around $60 a barrel, and traders 
should place a sell position at $62 per 
barrel, putting the take-profit function 
at $60.80 and stop-loss function at 
$62.80 per barrel. 
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Crude oil price drifting lower as Europe battles third wave

Golden FX Link Capital business manager 
Chhea Chhayheng.

VN’s Q1 trade surplus reaches $2B
V

IETNAM’S export turnover 
increased 22 per cent to 
reach $77.34 billion in the 
first quarter (Q1) of this 

year, while the trade surplus was es-
timated at $2.03 billion.

A General Statistics Office (GSO) 
representative on March 29 said: “Viet-
nam has recorded a strong recovery of 
import and export activities.”

He said the total merchandise im-
port-export turnover in Q1 reached 
$152.65 billion, up 24.1 per cent over 
the same period last year. While the 
export turnover reached $77.34 bil-
lion the import turnover also reached 
$75.31 billion, up 26.3 per cent.

GSO said goods export turnover 
in February reached $20.196 billion, 
$196 million higher than planned, 
adding that export turnover was 
estimated to reach $28.6 billion last 
month, marking an increase of 41.6 
per cent over February and 19.2 per 
cent over the same period last year.

In Q1, there were 11 items with 
an export turnover of more than $1 
billion, accounting for 76.6 per cent 
of the total export turnover. They 
included four items with an export 
turnover of over $5 billion, account-
ing for 54.7 per cent.

Import turnover reached $20.656 
billion in February, $144 million low-
er than planned, said the GSO, esti-
mating the import turnover to reach 
$28.2 billion last month, up 36.5 
per cent over February and 27.7 per 
cent over the same period last year. 
In imports, materials for production 
were estimated at $70.58 billion, up 
26.8 per cent over the same period 
last year and accounting for 93.7 per 
cent of the total import turnover.

GSO said the production expecta-
tion in Q2 was more positive with an 
increase of 27.5 per cent in registered 
capital at 447.8 trillion dong ($19.46 bil-

lion) in Q1. A survey on business trends 
of enterprises in the manufacturing 
and processing industries showed en-
terprises expect their production and 
business in Q2 to be better than in Q1.

At the same time, demand for con-
sumption increased again last month 
with better domestic trade and freight 
transportation. The total retail sales 
of consumer goods and services 
last month increased 9.2 per cent 
over February and decreased 5.4 per 
cent from the same period last year. 
Though the cargo transportation in-
creased by 5.3 per cent from the pre-

vious month, the transportation of 
passengers still faced difficulties due 
to the effects of the pandemic.

Total retail sales of consumer goods 
and services reached 1.291 quadril-
lion dong, up 5.1 per cent over the 
same period last year. Of which, the 
sales last month were estimated at 
405.1 trillion dong, down 3.8 per cent 
from February and up 9.2 per cent 
over the same period last year.

In Q1, international visitors were 
estimated at 48,100 arrivals, down 
98.7 per cent from the same pe-
riod last year. Last month, there are 

19,400 arrivals, up 77.3 per cent over 
February and down 95.7 per cent 
from last March, said the GSO.

The office also considered posi-
tive signals in mobilising and using 
capital, saying realised investment 
capital was estimated at 507.6 tril-
lion dong in Q1, an increase of 6.3 
per cent over the same period last 
year. The office said the increase 
was an important driving force for 
the mobilisation and use of social 
investment capital to grow strongly 
in the coming quarters of the year. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Workers pack rice for export in Giong Rieng district, Kien Giang province. Vietnamese export turnover increased 22 per cent to 
reach $77.34 billion in the first quarter of this year. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Saudi plans economic overhaul with $3.2T investment
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Property

prOpErTY prices in some 
areas of Hanoi have surged 
strongly after reports on draft 
planning for the red river ur-
ban area were released in June.

The red river urban plan-
ning project aims to develop 
an area of about 11,000ha in 
13 of the Vietnamese capi-
tal’s districts – Dan phuong, 
North Tu liem, Tay Ho, Ba 
Dinh, Hoan Kiem, Hai Ba 
Trung, Hoang Mai, Thanh Tri, 
Thuong Tin, Me linh, Dong 
anh, long Bien and Gia lam.

per the project, there will be 
dozens of bridges built across 
the red river and many parks, 
and cultural, tourist, service and 
entertainment works, modern 
ecological urban areas will also 
be built on both sides of the river.

The plans have led to ex-
pectations that property pric-
es in this area will increase 
strongly, especially after the 
planning is approved.

The trading of property in Cu 
Khoi ward in long Bien district 
has increased strongly, report-
ed the Vietnam News agency.

according to Nguyen Quang 
Huy – a real estate broker – the 
current price is 68-70 million 
dong ($2,940-3,030) per sqm for 
a house with one frontage and 
70-72 million dong per sqm for 
a house with two fronts, higher 
than the previous price of 40-
50 million dong.

if this urban project is ap-
proved, the land price would 
increase further, even up to 
80-90 million dong, Huy said.

le Thi Minh, from Cu Khoi 
ward, said in the last two 
weeks, many people had come 
to ask about land in this area, 
causing land prices to rise. The 
price had increased by five-
to-10 million dong per sqm to 
37-40 million dong for a plot of 
land along Cu Khoi Street.

in some areas in Dong anh 
district, land prices have also 
surged by about 10-12 million 
dong per sqm, especially in 
the area of Tam Xa and Xuan 
Canh communes overlook-
ing the red river urban area, 
to 28-30 million dong against 
prices from a month ago.

land near the red river dike 
is also offered a price of up to 
50-55 million dong per sqm, 
nearly double from before due 
to the red river urban area 
planning, a broker said.

land price prices have also 
increased in Hoai Duc district, 
including Vuon Cam urban 
area, near Van Canh University, 
lideco North 32, Kim Chung-
Di Trach, Ha Do Charm Villas 
and an lac Symphony.

Of which, the strongest in-
crease in land price is Kim 

Chung-Di Trach Urban area, 
where the price was only about 
20-35 million dong per sqm in 
mid-2020 and has jumped to 
40-70 million dong at present. 
This price is expected to surge 
to 55-95 million dong due to 
good infrastructure.

in the Me linh district, the 
property price has increased 
to 15-30 million dong per sqm 
since the beginning of this year 
in many projects, including 
Cienco5, aiC, Diamond park 
View, Ha phong, Hoang Van 
and Melinh Vista City projects.

according to real estate ex-
perts, there are two trends for 
property investment on the 
banks of the red river, includ-
ing swing trading and buying 
of land for compensation or 
higher price in the future.

Experts believe the rising 
property prices are due to in-
formation about infrastructure 
planning and investment.

in the area along the red 
river, land brokers have been 
accused of price manipulation 
to push the property price up 
two- or three-fold. if the plan-
ning project is approved, both 
landowners and brokers may 
continue to take this advan-
tage to push prices upwards.

according to Vietnam real 
Estate association deputy 
secretary-general Nguyen 
Van Dinh, the increase in land 
prices usually depends on the 
level of investment in infra-
structure. if there is planning 
in principle or drawings, an 
increase of about three-to-
five per cent is reasonable.

if the land price is too high, it will 
hinder the development of the 
real estate market in those areas.

Ha Quang Hung, deputy di-
rector of the Housing and real 
Estate Market Management 
Department under the Minis-
try of Construction, said land 
prices had increased by 50 per 
cent compared to 2019 in some 
places in Hoai Duc district and 
20-30 per cent year-on-year in 
the districts of Dong anh, Gia 
lam and long Bien.

The strong increase of real es-
tate prices in some areas of Hanoi 
was mainly due to speculators 
taking advantage of real estate 
information to create price 
fluctuations, such as urban 
planning and investment policies 
for major infrastructure projects.

To stabilise the real estate 
market, the ministry this year 
will build a mechanism to mini-
mise the imbalance in the prod-
uct structure of the market and 
propose solutions to strengthen 
supervision of the market to re-
duce price manipulation. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hanoi property prices 
surge due to red river

Hopes for second Kampot town
Hin Pisei

a 
rECENTlY-minted 
coastal town in the 
southwestern prov-
ince of Kampot has 

generated very high hopes 
for investment, development 
and jobs in the area.

The government issued a 
sub-decree on March 16 to 
establish Bokor town in the 
western reaches of the prov-
ince, adjacent to the western 
edge of Kampot town and 
comprised of three com-
munes formerly in Teuk 
Chhou district – prek Tnort, 
Koh Touch and Boeung Touk 
from west to east.

The new town will have sig-
nificant overlap with Bokor 
National park – which extends 
to bordering districts and 
neighbouring preah Sihanouk 
province – and will house the 
park’s main attractions.

Bokor Town Hall and other 
administrative offices will be in 
Boeung Touk commune, which 

is just across the boundaries of 
Kampot town’s andong Khmer 
and Troeuy Koh communes, 
from north to south.

provincial governor Cheav Tay 
praised the decision as a long 
time coming, telling The Post 
on March 31 that the concept of 
a “Bokor town” had existed since 
the Sangkum reastr Niyum re-
gime of then-prince Norodom 
Sihanouk in the 1950s and 1960s, 
but had never become a reality.

While progress has been 
limited in the 15 days since the 
town’s creation, Tay contend-
ed that infrastructure spend-
ing and the newly-founded 
administrative system would 
spur development and quickly 
unleash the area’s potential.

With the province’s endur-
ing reputation as a popu-
lar seaside destination and 
biodiversity and ecotourism 
hotspot, Teuk Chhou’s former 
communes are better posi-
tioned to generate new invest-
ment and tourism potential at 
a heightened pace, he said.

Global real Estate associa-
tion president Sam Soknoeun 
told The Post that Kampot 
can be considered the sec-
ond most favourable coastal 
province for investment, after 
preah Sihanouk.

He said the area’s new sta-
tus as a town would prove to 
be a magnet for international 
investment.

With its sparse population 
and shared border with preah 
Sihanouk, Bokor town will 
draw in many large-scale in-
vestment projects from inter-
national investors, especially 
the Chinese, he said.

“Wooing investors to relo-
cate to the area is the long-
term vision of the government. 
The area boasts potential not 
only for tourism but also for 
the construction of interna-
tional ports. The location will 
be very attractive for Chinese 
investors,” Soknoeun said.

according to him, the price of 
seaside land in Bokor town now 
averages around $100 per sqm.

Khmer Foundation apprais-
als Co ltd president and CEO 
Nuon rithy told The Post that 
the town will bring a lot of pos-
itives for investors, the govern-
ment and the people, and heat 
up the real estate market.

The new designation will 
enable the state to provide 
more services to the public, 
build infrastructure and cre-
ate a clear development plan 
with the assistance of new-
comer investors, he said.

“The establishment of 
Bokor town can be said to be 
another new opportunity for 
the Cambodian government 
to attract more investments 
and a source of income for 
the country,” rithy said.

Kampot has become the 
fourth of the Kingdom’s 24 
provinces with two towns after 
Banteay Meanchey (Sisophon 
and poipet), Svay rieng (Svay 
rieng and Bavet) and preah Si-
hanouk (Sihanoukville and Koh 
rong). The province now has 
two towns and six districts.

The new town will have significant overlap with Bokor National Park. SOKIMEX

Land near the Red River dike in Hanoi is offered at a price of up to 50-55 
million dong per sqm, nearly double from before due to the Red River 
urban area planning. DAN TRI/VIET NAM NEWS

H2 recovery for Malaysian property
MalaYSiaN developers are 
more optimistic about the out-
look of the property industry in 
the second half (H2) of 2021 
compared with the first half 
(H1), on the expectation that the 
broader economy will recover 
and boost buying sentiment.

in a survey of 134 respondents 
by the real Estate and Housing 
Developers’ association (rehda), 
it was revealed that 20 per cent 
are optimistic about the prop-
erty market and sales perform-
ance in H2 of 2021, compared 
with just eight per cent in H1.

The survey also showed that 
26 per cent are optimistic 
about residential sales growth 
in H2 of 2021, compared with 
just eight per cent in H1.

rehda president Soam Heng 
Choon (pictured, The Star)  said 
the global vaccine rollout will 
improve the country’s econom-
ic outlook, which will in turn 
spur the local property sector.

Meanwhile, in its property 
industry survey for H2 of 2020 
and market outlook for H1 and 
H2 of 2021, rehda said a total 
of 13,037 units are being 
planned for launch in H1 of 
2021, consisting of 12,874 res-
idential units (6,998 strata 

units and 5,876 landed units) 
and 163 commercial units.

amongst respondents with 
future launches, the majority 
of them (83 per cent) antici-
pate their sales performance 
to be 50 per cent and below for 
the first six months.

The survey revealed that 
Kedah, perlis, Negeri Sembilan, 
pahang and Selangor planned 
to launch residential units 
within the 250,001-500,000 
ringgit ($60,000-120,000) price 
range, whereas Johor, penang 
and the federal territories 
aimed to offer units priced 
between 500,001 and 700,000.

additionally, rehda 
said respondents 
were neutral 
about the eco-
nomic and busi-
ness outlook, as 
they were con-
cerned about 
consumers’ pur-
chasing power 
in H1.

The same was reported with 
the property industry outlook, 
specifically with regards to 
residential sector growth.

However in both cases, reh-
da said there is increased opti-
mism for H2 of 2021.

in terms of performance for 
2020, rehda said H2 of last 
year saw the launch of 12,640 
residential units compared 
with 12,556 units in H2 of 2019, 
with two-and-three-storey 
houses being the most popular 
(4,120 units) followed by serv-
ice apartments (3,250 units) 
and apartments/condomini-
ums (3,059 units).

price-wise, 80.8 per cent of 
the units were in the 

250,001-700,000 ringgit 
range, 7.8 per cent were 
within the 100,000-
250,000 range and 6.4 per 
cent were priced between 
700,001 and one million.

Separately, rehda said 
sales performance was bet-

ter in H2 of 2020, increas-
ing from 43 per cent 

in H2 of 2019 to 
45 per cent in 
the period 
under review.

Out of the 

5,736 residential units sold, 
2,467 units were in the two-and-
three-storey terrace category, 
while the second top perform-
ing type was service apartments 
with 1,225 units while 1,082 
units of apartments/condomin-
iums were sold in H2 of 2020.

rehda said first time buyers 
made up the majority of pur-
chasers in the period under 
review, while most homes 
bought were for the purpose 
of self-dwelling, purchasing 
for family members and for 
investment.

Separately, rehda said over-
all cost of doing business 
increased by 12 per cent in H2 
of 2020, according to 51 per 
cent of the respondents.

The survey revealed that 98 
per cent of respondents were 
affected by the current eco-
nomic scenario, while those 
that were “highly and severely 
affected” increased to 42 per 
cent, compared with 26 per 
cent in H2 of 2019.

Compliance cost remained 
the number one cost compo-
nent affecting cash flow, fol-
lowed by material and labour 
cost, as well as land cost. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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‘Go big’: US’ Biden set to launch 
sweeping infrastructure project
I

t IS a mantra that Joe 
Biden repeats at every 
opportunity: “Go big.”

And this week, the US 
leader launches the second 
big offensive of his fledgling 
presidency – a massive infra-
structure investment project, 
to be accompanied by tax 
hikes that remain to be de-
fined but already have his po-
litical opponents up in arms.

In a sign of the importance 
he attaches to the issue – 
which could be a central plank 
of his presidency – he would 
speak on March 31 from the 
city of Pittsburgh, where he 
launched his campaign two 
years ago.

His predecessor Donald 
trump tried to label him 
“Sleepy Joe”, portraying him as 
a man lacking inspiration, but 
Biden wants to show he has a 
bold and reformist agenda.

Having already pushed an 
almost $2 trillion pandemic 
recovery plan through Con-

gress, the figures being ban-
died about for his infrastruc-
ture plan reach as high as $3 
or even $4 trillion.

the aim of the huge pack-
age is to “rebuild our econo-
my and create better-paying 
jobs for American workers”, 
said White House spokes-
woman Jen Psaki.

the project revolves around 
a pledge Biden repeated a 
thousand times on the cam-
paign trail to “Build Back Bet-
ter” – a promise to modernise 
ageing infrastructure across 
the country, to meet the chal-
lenge of competing against 
China and to tackle the key 
issue of climate change.

the White House has re-
mained tight-lipped so far 
about the details – fuelling 
speculation about the proj-
ects and how much they will 
cost – but also about political 
strategy itself.

But one thing is certain – the 
Pittsburgh speech will be just 

the starting point for a bitter 
battle in Congress, with a very 
unpredictable outcome.

the Democratic Party’s ma-
jority there is razor thin, and 
negotiations promise to be 
formidable, testing Biden’s 
negotiating skills and his de-
cades of expertise as a Wash-
ington insider.

Buttigieg on the front line
the idea of repairing or 

building roads, bridges, rail-
ways, ports and airports is 
appealing to the general pub-
lic, especially since much of 
US infrastructure dates back 
to the 1950s and is generally 
considered to be dilapidated.

But beyond the constant 
refrain that “this is a subject 
on which Democrats and Re-
publicans can agree”, build-
ing a political consensus is no 
easy task.

Biden’s two predecessors, 
trump and Barack Obama, 
also had catchy slogans and 

made great promises, but the 
issue remained a dead letter.

And it keeps coming back 
to the same question – how to 
pay for it?

Biden’s new transportation 
secretary Pete Buttigieg, who 
ran against him in the Demo-
cratic primaries, will be on 
the front lines of this battle, 
trying to ensure that this time, 
the stars are all aligned.

“I think that there’s a tre-
mendous opportunity now to 
have bipartisan support for a 
big, bold vision on infrastruc-
ture,” the youthful politician 
said.

“Americans don’t need a lot 
of selling to know that we’ve 
got to do big things when it 
comes to our infrastructure.

“the truth is, you can’t sepa-
rate the climate part from this 
vision because every road we 
fix, every bridge we build, we 
can either do it in a way that’s 
better for the climate, or worse 
for the climate,” he said. AFP

US vice-president Kamala Harris 
(right), listens to US President 
Joe Biden speak on Covid-19 
response and vaccinations in the 
South Court Auditorium of the 
White House in Washington DC, 
on Monday. AFP

World
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Nepal jab drive to restart 
after China shots arrive
NePAl was set to restart Cov-
id-19 inoculations after receiv-
ing a donation of doses from 
China, resuming a campaign 
that was put on hold because 
India slowed vaccine exports.

India and China have set out 
to make vaccines for the rest of 
the world during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, particularly 
among poorer countries seek-
ing more affordable shots.

Nepal began vaccinations in 
January after receiving one 
million doses of the Astra-
Zeneca/Oxford vaccine from 
neighbouring India. Another 
348,000 from the World Health 
Organisation-backed Covax 
scheme arrived last month.

But only half of a follow-up 
order of two million shots from 
India has been delivered so far, 
and none have been adminis-
tered since mid-March.

the health ministry on 
March 30 said the drive would 
resume after 800,000 doses of 
China’s Sinopharm vaccine 
arrived the day before.

Health ministry spokesman 
Jageshwor Gautam said: “It 
will be given after a decision is 
made on which population 
bracket we will target.”

Beijing “provided vaccine 
assistance to Nepal as a prior-
ity”, Chinese ambassador Hou 
Yanqi wrote in local english 
daily Republica on March 30.

the donation “demonstrates 
the great importance the Chi-
nese side attaches to China-
Nepal friendship”, she said.

India is home to the world’s 

biggest vaccine maker, while 
China also has a large produc-
tion capacity.

In Sri lanka, India has sup-
plied half a million vaccines as 
a donation, another half a mil-
lion as a commercial purchase, 
with a further 264,000 deliv-
ered via Covax.

Beijing was also due to deliv-
er 600,000 vaccines on March 
31 to administer to Chinese 
nationals living in the country.

In the Maldives, India has 
gifted 100,000 doses, while 
another 100,000 was purchased 
by Indian manufacturer the 
Serum Institute of India with 
12,000 more shots via COVAX.

Beijing was due to deliver 
100,000 doses on March 30 after 
donating an earlier 100,000.

“China is . . . gifting double 
the amount of vaccine doses 
India had given the Maldives,” 
said Sri lanka’s former high 
commissioner to Delhi, Austin 
Fernando. “China is trying to 
show that . . . they are more 
generous.”

More than 1.7 million Nepa-
lis have received their first 
AstraZeneca jabs so far. Author-
ities were forced to save doses 
for the second round after 
deliveries slowed from India.

Nepal, home to 28 million 
people, has recorded more than 
275,000 coronavirus infections 
and over 3,000 deaths so far.

New infections have slowed in 
recent months in the Himalayan 
nation, with just over 100 cases 
on average a day and 11 deaths 
in the last 10 days. AFP

The vials of Covid-19 vaccines produced by (from left to right) 
Oxford-AstraZeneca (India’s Covishield), Pfizer Inc and BioNTech SE, 
Sputnik V and Sinopharm Group Co Ltd. STR/AFP

three women polio workers shot dead in Afghanistan
GUNMeN killed three Afghan wom-
en involved in a nationwide polio 
immunisation programme on March 
30, officials said, a day after authori-
ties launched a new drive against the 
crippling disease.

the three women were killed in two 
separate attacks in the restive eastern 
city of Jalalabad, officials said.

“they were all on duty going from 
house to house to vaccinate children,” 
said supervisor Wahidullah, who like 
many Afghans uses only one name.

An official at the Nangarhar gover-
nor’s office confirmed the incidents.

A relative of one of the victims said 
his niece had joined the immunisa-

tion programme to earn some mon-
ey for her family.

Haji Maqbool said: “Gunmen shot 
her dead this morning when she was 
on duty giving vaccines to children.”

Farmer Saifullah, who witnessed 
the killing of the other two workers, 
said three gunmen had followed 
them before shooting them.

He said: “the girls had stopped in 
front of a house and were knocking 
the door. they were carrying a med-
ical box and some papers.

“the gunmen then came closer and 
shot the girls before fleeing.”

A spokesman for the ministry of health 
said the vaccination drive had been 

temporarily suspended in Nangarhar.
the top US envoy to Kabul, Ross 

Wilson, condemned the killings.
He said on twitter: “Such attacks are 

a direct affront to Afghans’ dream of 
building a better life for their children.

“Attacking vaccinators is as heart-
less as it is inexplicable.”

Rights group Amnesty Internation-
al also condemned the murders.

Samira Hamidi, the group’s deputy 
regional director said in a statement: 
“this despicable and cowardly act has 
taken the lives of three women who 
were dedicating themselves to protect-
ing the health of Afghan children.

“We urge the Afghan authorities to 

immediately investigate this sense-
less act of violence and bring those 
responsible to justice.”

Polio has been eradicated across the 
world apart from Afghanistan and Pak-
istan, where distrust of vaccines is rife.

Officials say the taliban won’t allow 
door-to-door campaigns in areas 
they control.

the taliban and religious leaders 
often tell communities that vaccines 
are a Western conspiracy aimed at 
sterilising Muslim children, and they 
also suspect immunisation drives are 
used for spying on militant activities.

the attack on the three polio work-
ers comes amid a surge in violence 

across Afghanistan and despite peace 
talks launched between the taliban 
and government last year.

A wave of assassinations against high 
profile Afghans including journalists, 
activists and civil servants has particu-
larly triggered fear across the nation.

Officials have blamed the taliban for 
much of the bloodshed. the insurgent 
group denies it is targeting civilians.

the killing of polio workers comes 
after similar attacks on March 2 
claimed by the jihadist Islamic State 
(IS) group left three female media 
workers dead in Jalalabad.

the IS group has a presence in the 
eastern province. AFP
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Wounded minority ethnic Myanmar 
refugees recount air-strike atrocity
C

ivilians wounded in Myan-
mar air strikes on rebel posi-
tions spoke of their terrifying 
ordeal after trekking through 

jungle to seek medical treatment 
across the border in Thailand.

Military jets hit targets in eastern 
Kayin state over the weekend, as 
Myanmar reeled from the deadliest 
day so far in the junta’s crackdown on 
anti-coup protests.

The strikes targeted territory held by 
the Karen national Union (KnU), one 
of the nation’s largest ethnic armed 
groups, which had earlier seized a 
military base.

They marked the Myanmar mili-
tary’s first use of air strikes against 
the KnU in 20 years and sent around 
7,000 Karen villagers fleeing for safety, 
according to the armed group.

naw Eh Tah, one of a handful who 
managed to cross the salween river 
– which marks the border with Thai-
land – on March 30 to seek medical 
treatment, described the moment the 
bombs hit.

“We didn’t hear the plane – if we did, 
we would have run,” the 18-year-old 
told aFp at the small sop Moei district 
hospital in Thailand’s northern Mae 
Hong son province.

“By the time i realised what was 
happening, the explosion hit the roof 
of my house.

“When i got hit, i couldn’t walk – i 
had to climb to hide.”

‘Bombs dropped so quickly’
Her legs lacerated by shrapnel, naw 

Eh Tah trekked for a day through 
dense tropical jungle to the river.

“We crossed because i can’t stay – 
the Myanmar army is all trying to get 
us,” she said.

“i have never seen it [air strikes] be-
fore. i am so afraid.”

The youngest to cross on March 30, 
a 15-year-old, was also the most seri-
ously hurt, with a broken rib and col-
lapsed lung.

saw lab Bray, 48, suffered shrapnel 
wounds all over his body when he was 
hit in KnU stronghold Day puh noh.

“i tried to run away but the bombs 
dropped so quickly,” he told aFp from 
a hospital wheelchair, describing how 
he saw six people wounded and a 
man die.

“i fell on my side and was cough-
ing blood. i’m afraid because i cannot 
run, i cannot move.”

Doctor Chakri Komsakorm said the 

refugees looked like “they have been 
through war” with many shrapnel 
wounds becoming infected due to a 
lack of medicine.

He added that “many appear to have 
been starving for many days”.

Chakri also said he had heard 
there were people with more serious 
wounds still trapped on the Myanmar 
side of the river, unable to cross be-
cause of the severity of their injuries.

Karen groups say as many as 3,000 
people fled across the river into Thai-
land after the air strikes before being 
sent back to Myanmar, though Thai 
officials insist they were not forced 
back.

The Thai foreign ministry said late 
on March 30 about 2,300 have re-
turned to Myanmar and about 550 
remain in Thailand. AFP

indonesia retrieves crashed Boeing jet’s cockpit voice recorder
THE cockpit voice recorder (Cvr) 
from a crashed indonesian jet has 
been retrieved, officials said on March 
31, more than two months after the 
airliner plunged into the sea killing all 
62 passengers and crew.

The Cvr records flight crew conver-
sations and could offer critical clues 
about why the sriwijaya air Boeing 
737-500 dived around 3,000m into 
waters off Jakarta just minutes after 
takeoff on January 9.

The jet’s flight data recorder, which 
gauges speed and altitude, was earlier 
plucked from the wreckage-littered 
Java sea.

authorities on March 31 said they 
would mine the retrieved recorder’s 
data in the hopes of learning what the 
crew was saying when the flight from 
the capital to pontianak in Borneo 
went down.

The device was found on March 30 
evening on the last day of an operation 

that used dredging equipment to comb 
the muddy seabed, after the dive 
search failed to locate it, they said.

“it was like trying to find a needle in 
a haystack,” soerjanto Tjahjono, head 
of indonesia’s national Transporta-
tion safety Committee, told reporters 
as the recorder was displayed at Jakar-
ta’s main port.

“But without the Cvr, it would be 
very difficult to find the cause of the 
sriwijaya air accident.”

a preliminary report into the crash 
last month said crews on previous 
flights had described the jet’s throttle 
system as “unserviceable” and that it 
had been repaired several times before 
its fatal final flight.

The report said a catastrophic throt-
tle malfunction and possible human 
error were among the factors being 
considered.

But investigators had said it was too 
early to pinpoint a cause.

The 737 had sharply deviated from its 
intended course just before its plunge.

Despite appeals from air traffic control-
lers, the crew – including an experienced 
captain – did not respond to questions 
about the sudden change of direction.

The 26-year-old plane was flown by 
Us-based Continental airlines and Unit-
ed airlines before it was purchased by 
sriwijaya, which flies to destinations in 
indonesia and across southeast asia.

indonesia, a vast archipelago that relies 
heavily on air transport to connect its 
thousands of islands, has suffered a string 
of deadly plane crashes in recent years.

in October 2018, 189 people were 
killed when a Boeing 737 MaX jet from 
lion air plunged into the sea.

That accident – and another in Ethi-
opia – led to the worldwide grounding 
of the 737 MaX over a faulty anti-stall 
system.

The 737 that crashed last month was 
not a MaX variant. AFP

Thai doctors attend to injured Myanmar refugees at Sop Moei Hospital in Mae Hong Son province on Tuesday, after crossing Salween River at the Thailand-Myanmar border following 
Myanmar military bombings in Karen state. AFP

Divers search the Java Sea for the missing voice recorder from a crashed Sriwijaya 
Air jet. AFP

Hanoi Cpv 
chief takes 
over as vn’s 
na leader
vUOng Dinh Hue, secretary of 
the Hanoi municipal Commit-
tee of the Communist party of 
vietnam (Cpv) is the new 
chairman of the 15th-tenure 
national assembly (na) and 
the national Election Council.

He was sworn in on March 
31 after receiving 100 per cent 
of the votes from the 473 leg-
islators during the 11th sitting 
of the 14th-tenure legislature.

Hue, 64, is the 12th parlia-
ment chair since the first gen-
eral election was held in viet-
nam in 1946.

With his right hand raised and 
the left hand on the Constitu-
tion of vietnam, Hue vowed to 
be “absolutely faithful to the 
country, to the people, and to 
the Constitution of the socialist 
republic of vietnam”.

Hue succeeds nguyen Thi Kim 
ngan, 66, the first woman elected 
to hold the top legislator position 
in the country’s history five years 
ago, after her term came to an 
end and a resolution on the offi-
cial dismissal of ngan was adopt-
ed by the na on March 30.

Hue was born in the central 
province of nghe an and began 
his career as a lecturer at the 
Hanoi Finance and accounting 
University in the late 70s to 
mid-80s. He studied abroad at 
the University of Economics in 
Bratislava (slovakia) from 1986-
1990, returned as a lecturer and 
moved up in the ladder until he 
became the vice director of the 
Hanoi Finance and accounting 
University in 1999.

He has a doctorate degree in 
economics, knows English, 
russian and some Czech and 
slovak.

since being admitted to the 
Cpv Central Committee in 2006, 
Hue has held various high-rank-
ing positions – state auditor 
general (2006-2011), Minister of 
Finance (2011-2013), Head of the 
Central Economic Commission 
(December 2012-april 2016), 
Deputy prime Minister in charge 
of economics (2016-2020), and 
currently secretary of the Cpv’s 
Hanoi Committee since Febru-
ary last year. VIET NAM NEWS/ANN



T
HIS past Monday marked the 
Day of the Landless, inaugu-
rated by the Asian Peasant 
Coalition (APC) to spotlight 

the struggle for land rights by rural 
people in countries around the world.

Landless farmer groups from around 
Asia joined a summit ahead of the Day 
of the Landless in a bid to strengthen 
their push for land rights and reforms.

The theme this year – “Land of the 
Landless: Land to the Tillers” – 
recalled the words of Mahatma Gan-
dhi: “In reality, the toiler is the owner 
of what he produces. If the toilers 
intelligently combine, they will 
become an irresistible power.”

Indian independence leader Ram 
Manohar Lohia echoed that point: 
“The most exploited element in Indi-
an society is the landless village 
labourers and farmers,” said Lohia, 
adding that the freedom struggle in 
India could not be completed until 
the prosperity of the humble kisan 
(farmer) became a reality.

In 1949, two years after India gained 
independence, Lohia said reconstruc-
tion of the country was primarily a 
question of the reconstruction of her 
550,000 of villages. Like Gandhi, he 
wanted a village-based democracy in 
India. Each village should be a zone of 
peace where land should be given to the 
impoverished residents who actually 
tilled the soil, and even landless labour-
ers would secure rehabilitation and 
social justice. Lohia exposed the bitter 
truth of so-called urban “development” 
when he said the government had sacri-
ficed Indian villages for the benefit of 
cities. Village dwellers were exploited 
economically and culturally. In Lohia’s 
scheme of agrarian revolution, those 
who till the land must also own it.

Land still does not belong to the tillers
More than eight decades after India 

won independence, Gandhi and 
Lohia’s words speak louder than ever: 
most land still does not belong to the 
tiller. Far from securing the land for 
tillers, the “development” model India 
is chasing puts many at risk of losing 
it. Under the policies of globalisation, 
privatisation and liberalisation imple-
mented since the early 1990s, even 
landholder farmers are becoming lan-
dless, said Harinder Singh Manshahia, 
a farmers’ leader and Punjab state 
president of the Socialist Party (India).

According to National Sample Sur-
vey Organisation (NSSO) data, 60 per 
cent of India’s population has rights to 
only five per cent of the land. Mean-
while 10 per cent has control over 55 

per cent of the land. The 2011 Socio 
Economic and Caste Census shows 
that 56 per cent of households in rural 
India do not own any agricultural 
land. The NSSO 2013 revealed that the 
top 7.18 per cent of households own 
more than 46.71 per cent of the land.

For the Day of the Landless 2021, 
the Asian Peasant Coalition (APC) 
joined with regional farmers to call 
for an end to corporate control of 
food and agriculture.

They called for strengthening of the 
battle for genuine land reform and 
rural development to truly transform 
the world’s food systems.

“On the Day of the Landless, we – 
farmers and peasants, poor farmhands, 
agricultural workers, contract farmers, 
Dalits, rural women and youth, and 
land reform advocates across Asia – vow 
to further our resolve in fighting against 
landlessness,” said Raja Mujeeb, a 
member of the Pakistan Kisan Mazdoor 
Tahreek farmers’ alliance.

“Landlessness breeds social injus-
tice, hunger and impoverishment. 
Landlessness is a bane to farmers and 
all the people of the world,” he added.

Why hunger when farmers grow 
more than we need?

Sandeep Pandey, Ramon Magsaysay 
Awardee and vice-president of the 
Socialist Party (India), said: “It is unac-
ceptable that farmers and food pro-
ducers who feed our nations do not 
have access to land and are food inse-
cure because of land and resource 
grabs, and of corporate capture of 

agricultural production and trade.”
The Covid-19 pandemic that ravaged 

the world in 2020 further exposed the 
profit-oriented nature of global food 
systems as it drove millions of people 
into chronic hunger. By the end of 
2019, at least 690 million people went 
hungry. By the start of 2020, hundreds 
of millions of people continued to suf-
fer acute food insecurity as they faced 
conflict, climate change, and econom-
ic crises of epic proportions.

A staggering seven million people 
died of hunger last year as of October 
2020. Pandemic-related hunger also 
led to the deaths of 10,000 more chil-
dren each month over the first year of 
the health crisis. Forecasts even 
warned about multiple famines in 
the coming months as the lowest-in-
come households are most likely to 
face increased hunger. Strict lock-
down policies and quarantines have 
affected all stages of food supply, 
resulting in a steep rise in food prices 
and widespread food insecurity.

APC leaders said that hunger and 
poverty of Asian peasants and sectors 
in agriculture are among the direct 
results of centuries-old landlessness. 
Large-scale land deals and acquisitions 
(land grabs led by corporations) have 
dispossessed and displaced farmers 
from the plots they till. Millions of hec-
tares of land planted with staples, 
grains and other food crops, as well as 
indigenous lands, and public lands 
were grabbed and converted into plan-
tations, extractive mining projects, and 
farms devoted to export cash crops. 

Governments have become willing 
accomplices in these land grabs through 
public-private partnerships that take 
away land, water, and other natural 
resources from the people. Profits keep 
pouring into the pockets of the few as 
the majority of peasants and their fami-
lies endure worsening landlessness and 
land grabs amid a pandemic. 

Farmers who assert land rights are 
faced with attacks from local land-
lords, big corporations and even gov-
ernment agencies. Peasant killings 
and other forms of brutalities against 
farmers happen on a daily basis.

In Asia, the largest protests we have 
seen in recent months are by Indian 
farmers, taking to the streets in hun-
dreds of millions to oppose neoliber-
al agricultural laws that will make 
them more vulnerable to a few pow-
erful corporations.

The APC warns that “ongoing 
efforts to address the rising global 
hunger and poverty through the 
upcoming UN Food Systems Summit 
will only end up in legitimising and 
further advancing tighter imperialist 
control over food and agriculture”.

At the summit, the APC called for 
just, equitable, healthy, and sustaina-
ble food systems that would bring to 
the fore the peasant’s aspirations and 
struggles for land and genuine agrari-
an reform. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS 
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Opinion
Bobby Ramakant

Day of the Landless sparks call for 
reform of global food system

Farmers wait for customers at a farmers’ vegetable market in Siddipet, in India’s Telangana state, early last month. Afp

The writer is a member of CNS (Citizen News 
Service), Asha Parivar, APCAT Media, and the 
Socialist Party (India)



Lifestyle

13THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  1, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Tasty, authentic, affordable: perfect 
trifecta at Orussey’s Bay Srop Siv Mey
Roth Sochieata

W
HEN the sun 
goes down the 
south parking 
lot of one of the 

capital’s busiest traditional 
markets, Orussey, is completely 
transformed into a street food 
court serving affordable Cam-
bodian favourites from barbe-
cue skewers to rice dishes.

The noisy taxis and rusty 
trucks vanish, leaving the 
space wide open for stalls, por-
table kitchens, tables and plas-
tic chairs under fluorescent 
lamps. Cooks in face masks 
preparing meals are visible 
from every street corner. 

Though it doesn’t have 
comfortable facilities with 
fans or even a separate seat-
ing area for customers, one of 
the stalls – Bay Srop Siv Mey 
– still attracts a surprisingly 
large share of people for its 
delicious rice dishes. 

Easily accessible from the 
roadside of Oknha Tep phan 
(Street 182), Bay Srop Siv Mey 
is a convenient place to quick-
ly stop and grab takeaway.

Bay Srop is rice soaked with 
the juices from a meat or in-
fused with its flavour. Just like 
the name implies, the stall 
serves five different kinds of 
this staple Cambodian dish. 
Tourists or expats looking for 
great Cambodian street food 
at a bargain price should take 
note because they’ll find it at 
Bay Srop Siv Mey.

The five dishes on the menu 
are fried rice with crab meat 
(16,000 riel), steamed rice 
with dry beef (10,000 riel), 
rice with pork rib (8,000 riel) 
and rice with pork or rice with 
dry fish (7,000 riel each). 

Opened in October of last 
year, the stall owner, Srey Tep, 
says her customers seem to 
enjoy her food and her fast 
and friendly service. 

“Before opening a very 
humble shop here, i sold my 
food online. i had experience 

at home helping my mom sell 
coffee and meals but i’ve never 
done this on my own before.

“i’ve never been to any 
school for proper training but 
thanks to my grandpa’s skil-
ful work as a wedding chef, 
i’ve learned cooking as a part 
of my family heritage. i was 
taught to cook at a very young 
age and not just me, my entire 
family too,” she says.  

Tep – who works during the 
day at her mother’s beauty sa-
lon – says her recipes are differ-
ent than the standard versions 
and that she tries to be creative.  

She gets some of her ideas 
from Thai food. The ingredients 
are all from local markets but 
she tries to apply different cook-
ing techniques to each dish. 

For example in her rice with 
dry fish she adds pickled mus-
tard greens and when she mar-

inates her meats she likes to let 
them soak for longer periods. 

at the moment Tep only 
serves five dishes in her small 
shop because she says “i don’t 
want to rush things, since i 
don’t have people helping me 
out. i will just focus on these 
five for now. Besides, because 
of Covid i don’t think it’s a 
good idea to start something 
bigger just yet.” 

Her fried rice with crab 
meat catches the eye of many 
customers. The rice is fried 
brown and a bright and sunny 
yellow egg yolk is poured over 
the pale white and pink crab 
meat, which is garnished with 
lettuce and tomatoes. it goes 
great with a bowl of soup or 
either of two fish sauces and 
the crab meat is delicious and 
tender.

rice with dry beef is also a 

crowd favourite. With all five 
dishes the focus is on the fla-
vours and Tep serves them 
with sauces and pickled vege-
tables that enhance and com-
pliment each dish nicely. 

Even though she’s now regu-
larly having days so busy that 
she can’t even count the num-
ber of customers she has com-
ing or going, she says she re-
minds herself regularly about 
two people who really played 
a crucial role in the develop-
ment of her humble shop.

“i can recall the incident 
clearly. it was the first day i 
added the fried rice with crab 
meat to the menu and it sold 
so well,” Tep says. 

Crowds of people were 
coming in as word of mouth 
was quickly spreading in the 
densely packed neighbour-
hood and she even had peo-

ple ordering by phone.
“it sold out! i think i sold 200 

of that dish alone. Because of 
that, i started to get sloppy 
and i neglected my plating. i 
was rushing out dishes and i 
wasn’t presenting all of them 
properly the way you’re sup-
posed to,” Tep admits.

She says she got to the point 
that day where she was so ex-
hausted that she had just giv-
en up on how it looked and 
mixed the crab meat with the 
eggs and then she dumped it 
on the fried rice as the orders 
came in. it may have tasted 
the same, but it didn’t look 
very appealing. 

“This lady took a photo of 
it and trolled me on her page. 
Honestly, i wasn’t angry with 
her. i am forever grateful to 
her because she reminded me 
that what makes you a success 

can only keep you a success if 
you consistently do things the 
right way,” Tep says.

She expressed her gratitude 
for another customer who 
seemingly went out of his 
way to complain, but in real-
ity was trying to help her grow 
her business.

“On the first day he came 
and ate at my shop. The next 
day he came for takeaway. 
Then he called and told me 
that my food is delicious but 
i needed to package it better 
and include a dinner plate, 
so i followed his advice and 
he remains a loyal customer. 
Small things are important. 
You must never neglect any-
thing,” Tep explains.

While Covid continues to 
spread and cause a great deal 
of economic damage in Cam-
bodia – especially to street 
food vendors – Tep is thankful 
for those who have spread the 
word about her and her fellow 
vendors food. 

One such patron turned out 
to be an influencer on Tik-Tok 
and Tep says she’s had a number 
of customers who have shown 
her the same Tik-Tok video she 
made, which is where they first 
learned about her food stall.  

Tep is thankful to everyone 
who has been a customer or 
helped spread the word about 
her food and she is already 
planning for her future in the 
restaurant business.

“i want to give thanks for all 
the love i have received from 
everyone. in the near future, i 
want to open a small restau-
rant where i can add more 
of my favourite dishes to the 
menu like Kampot spring 
rolls and Khmer noodles with 
fish curry. please continue 
rooting for me!”

Bay Srop Siv Mey is open 
from around 6pm until 12am 
and is located in the car park-
ing lot at Orussey Market. Or-
ders for delivery can be made 
by calling 096 333 33 73 or 087 
600 660.

The five dishes are fried rice with crab meat (16,000 riel), steamed rice with dry beef (10,000 riel), rice with pork rib (8,000 riel), rice with pork and 
rice with dry fish (7,000 riel). HEAN RANGSEY

Post staff sample the food at Bay Srop Siv Mey at Orussey market along Oknha Tep Phan (Street 182). HEAN RANGSEYThe cooks – wearing facemasks and preparing meals – can be seen from every corner. HEAN RANGSEY
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Wordless summons
  5 Word with “bubble” or “bird”
  9 Genuine they’re not
 14 Wise to the tricks of
 15 Penultimate word in a Heming-

way title
 16 Artist’s stand
 17 Bided one’s time
 20 Lie with limbs spread out
 21 Cent’s color?
 22 Took care of
 23 Pasturelands
 25 What reducers weigh
 27 It comes before beauty
 30 Muddy the waters
 32 Lower in spirits
 36 Bacon unit for a butcher
 38 Chimney duct
 40 “___ Rae” (1979 film)
 41 Slow server’s comment
 44 Crosswise, in a ship
 45 Predatory Arctic bird
 46 Luxor waterway
 47 “M*A*S*H” figures
 49 Bathroom fixture
 51 NASCAR legend Jarrett
 52 Big wine valley

 54 Schusses or wedels
 56 Faux ___ (goof)
 58 Follower of Santa?
 60 Uncut
 64 Samuel Beckett classic
 67 Down for a pillow
 68 Seaside raptor
 69 Bulging earthenware vessel
 70 Swelling in some plants
 71 “Odor” anagram that will make 

you cross?
 72 Barrel-bottom contents
DOWN
  1 “Batman” TV sound effects
  2 Cookie, bean or photo
  3 Be up and about
  4 Wreck completely
  5 In sorry shape
  6 Weisshorn, for one
  7 Top Romanov (Var.)
  8 Place to stay
  9 Meet, in poker
 10 6:30 on a watch?
 11 Italian wine center
 12 Alloy
 13 Shrewd
 18 Very fancy jug

 19 “Beware the ___ of March”
 24 Airtight storage buildings
 26 Sober-minded
 27 Indian state
 28 Bard’s theater
 29 Having a handle, as a mug
 31 Hides in the shadows
 33 Exhaust, as strength
 34 “Nana” novelist Zola
 35 Assigned a PG, e.g.
 37 Medulla oblongata structure
 39 Small ornamental cases
 42 Hit song from the Village People
 43 Had a craving (with “for”)
 48 Bridge measurement
 50 Checkers double-decker
 53 Hot temper
 55 Bar staple
 56 Discharged a debt
 57 Assistant coach, e.g.
 59 Large, round hairdo
 61 Not doing much
 62 You’ll get credit for it
 63 Pilots’ approximations, briefly
 64 Early, as hours
 65 Savings plan
 66 Yoko who married Lennon
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Wednesday’s solution

Singing opera no easy 
task in a surgical mask
N

o oNe loves wear-
ing a mask at work, 
but spare a thought 
for the chorus of 

the Paris opera, having to 
project through multiple lay-
ers of cotton and polyester.

When they took the stage re-
cently for a rehearsal at the Bas-
tille opera House, the 70 or so 
chorus members certainly did 
not appear to have lost any of 
their sonorous beauty.

But having a mask strapped 
across one’s face is far from ide-
al for a singer.

“It really disturbs the deliv-
ery,” said Sylvie Delaunay, who 
has been with the chorus for 
more than 20 years.

“When one sings opera, there 
are deep inhalations and deep 
exhalations, so if breathing is re-
stricted, we get tired very easily.”

With all cultural institutions 
in France shut due to the pan-
demic, the chorus of the Paris 
opera was preparing for a new 
staging of Faust by 19th-cen-
tury French composer Charles 
Gounod, to be screened on tele-
vision and online from Friday.

The chorus has learned what 
works and what doesn’t. And 
the high-filtration FFP2 masks 
proved difficult, said Delaunay.

“As soon as you take a breath, 
you swallow it!” – so the cho-
rus has opted for stiff surgical 
masks, in stylish black for the 
actual performance.

The need for such protective 
equipment was highlighted 
this week when it was found 
that Culture Minister Roselyn 
Bachelot was carrying Covid-

19 when she attended one of 
the last rehearsals for Faust and 
tested positive the following 
morning.

‘Extremely demanding’
This is the third time that the 

Paris opera – shut for more 
than a year, first because of 
strikes, then because of the 
coronavirus lockdowns – has 
live-streamed its performanc-
es, following Verdi’s Aida and 
Mozart’s The Magic Flute earlier 
this season.

For opera fans, such internet 
broadcasts offer nowhere near 
the thrill of a seat in the audito-
rium. But the house is least able 
to reach a global audience for 
the first time.

each new staging has been 
subtly transformed by the cir-
cumstances: Aida – in a con-
troversial new production by 
Dutch director Lotte de Beer 
starring German tenor Jonas 
Kaufmann – was a largely sta-
tionary affair because of social-
distancing constraints.

By contrast, the new staging 
of Gounod’s Faust by German 
director Tobias Kratzer with a 
star-studded line-up including 
Albanian soprano ermonela 
Jaho and French tenor Benja-
min Bernheim, and conducted 
by Lorenzo Viotti, includes 
a bustling – albeit masked – 
nightclub scene, a setting that 
might have a nostalgic edge for 
some in the current climate.

Soloists have been permitted 
to perform without a mask, al-
beit with daily Covid-19 tests.

But while the chorus was 

bunched together for the final 
show, they had to socially dis-
tance throughout rehearsals.

“We’re less able to hear each 
other. We hear our neighbours 
. . . but the sound of the group 
is more distant. It’s not at all the 
same,” said Delaunay.

Masks mean some of the ar-
ticulation is lost, said chorus 
master Jose Luis Basso: “The job 
of a chorus singer is all about 
exaggerating the pronunciation 
of words.

“But still the results aren’t too 
bad,” he added with a smile.

In opera, the chorus often 
takes centre-stage, as in ever-
popular set pieces like Va, pen-
siero from Verdi’s Nabucco or 
the Gypsy Chorus from La Tra-
viata.

In Faust, perhaps one of the 
best-known French operas 
alongside Bizet’s Carmen, their 
opportunity to shine is in fa-
mous choruses such as Wine or 
Beer and Immortal Glory of our 
Ancestors.

Basso says the current crisis 
has underlined the importance 
of the chorus. He hates the idea 
that its members are sometimes 
dismissed as “people who failed 
to become great soloists”.

“The tests to join the opera are 
extremely demanding,” he said, 
requiring a mastery of multiple 
languages, musical styles and 
technique.

Despite the difficulties, it has 
been vital to keep working, said 
Alexander Neef, Paris opera’s 
director-general.

“If we don’t perform, we don’t 
exist,” he said. AFP

French chorist Sylvie Delaunay, wearing a protective face mask, has her make-up done backstage before 
performing the Faust at the Opera Bastille in Paris on March 16. AFP
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Chorists, wearing protective face masks, acknowledge the audience on stage at the end of the Faust opera  at 
the Opera Bastille in Paris on March 16. AFP



BENIN refused to play a key Africa Cup of 
Nations qualifier in Sierra Leone on Tues-
day after challenging positive Covid-19 
tests for five of their players.

A dramatic final day of qualifying for the 
2021 tournament in Cameroon also saw 
a referee collapse, leading to a match 
between the Ivory Coast and Ethiopia 
being abandoned 10 minutes from time.  

There were five qualifying places up for 
grabs and Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Guinea-
Bissau and Mauritania took four with 
Benin or Sierra Leone set to join them.

Rows over Cov id-19 tests have 
plagued African football since last year 
with host national teams and clubs 
accused of producing false positive 

results to deprive opponents of stars.
Talks between Sierra Leone, Benin and 

Confederation of African Football (CAF) 
officials in Freetown failed to resolve the 
standoff as both squads remained in their 
hotels.

Benin hold a three-point lead over Sierra 
Leone in Group L and both teams have a 
chance of finishing runners-up to Nigeria.

Meanwhile, Ghanaian referee Charles 
Bulu collapsed 80 minutes into a Group 
K match in Abidjan and was removed on 
a stretcher and taken to hospital. His con-
dition was not immediately known.

Originally chosen as the fourth official, 
Bulu handled the game because a fellow 
Ghanaian didn’t arrive at the match venue.

An Ivorian was drafted in as the fourth 
official, but Ethiopia questioned his neu-
trality as a replacement for Bulu and 
refused to continue playing.

Madagascar fail
Ethiopia, who were trailing 3-1 at the 

time, still qualified as shock 2019 quarter-
finalists Madagascar were held 0-0 in Toa-
masina and had to settle for third place.

Willy Boly and Franck Kessie gave the 
Ivorians a two-goal half-time advantage 
and after Getaneh Kebede reduced arrears 
on 74 minutes, Jean Kouassi quickly 
scored a third goal for the hosts.

Guinea-Bissau beat Congo Brazzaville 
3-0 in Bissau to overtake them and claim 
the second Group I ticket to the finals 
behind Senegal.

Piqueti broke the deadlock on the stroke 
of half-time and Frederic Mendy and 
Jorginho netted in the closing stages to 
seal a third straight qualification.

A Faisal Bangal own-goal condemned 
Mozambique to a 1-0 defeat in Maputo 
by Cape Verde, who qualified from Group 
F behind a Cameroon team that drew 0-0 
with 10-man Rwanda in Douala.

Aboubakar Kamara scored in first-half stop-
page time for Mauritania to earn a 1-0 win 
over the Central African Republic in Bangui.

In matches where only pride was at 
stake, Senegal needed a stoppage-time 
Cheikhou Kouyate goal to salvage a 1-1 
draw with Eswatini in Thies and Nigeria 
outplayed Lesotho 3-0 in Lagos.

Victor Osimhen netted for the fifth time 
in qualifying to give the Nigerians a half-
time advantage that was stretched by 
goals from Oghenekaro Etebo and Paul 
Onuachu. AFP
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NFL chief sees fans back as 
17-game roster confirmed
N

FL chief Roger Good-
ell said on Tuesday 
he expected stadi-
ums to operate at 

full capacity next season as the 
league confirmed plans for an 
expanded 17-game schedule.

Speaking on a conference call 
during the NFL’s owners meet-
ing, Goodell said the league 
wanted fans back following a 
2020 campaign in which stadi-
ums were often empty due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“We are also discussing our 
plans to welcome back all of 
our fans for the 2021 season 
across the country at all NFL 
stadiums,” Goodell said.

“All of us in the NFL want to 
see every one of our fans back. 
Football is simply not the same 
without fans, and we expect to 
have full stadiums in the 
upcoming season.”

Spectator policies varied 
across the league’s 32-clubs last 
year, with some shutting out 
fans altogether while others 
operated at a reduced capacity.

Goodell’s comments came 
as the NFL confirmed that the 
regular season will be expand-
ed to include 17 games from 
2021. 

The much-anticipated move 
follows the league’s record-
breaking media rights deals 
announced earlier this month.

Each NFL team will now play 
17 regular season games and 
three preseason games for the 
first time, the first change to the 
season’s structure since 1978.

A 17-game season had been 
on the cards since the 2020 
collective bargaining agree-

ment between the NFL and the 
NFL Players Association.

On March 18, the NFL 
announced a raft of media 
rights deals expected to gener-
ate more than $100 billion over 
the next 11 seasons, which 
included an agreement with 
Amazon Prime Video for rights 
to Thursday night games.

“This is a monumental 
moment in NFL history,” Good-
ell said. “The CBA with the 
players and the recently com-
pleted media agreements pro-
vide the foundation for us to 
enhance the quality of the NFL 
experience for our fans.

“And one of the benefits of 
each team playing 17 regular-
season games is the ability for 

us to continue to grow our 
game around the world.”

The 17th game will see teams 
from opposing conferences 
playing the team that finished 
in the same place from the cor-
responding division in 2021, 
with AFC teams being the home 
team for the new seasons.

For example, the Buffalo Bills, 
who finished top of the AFC 
East last season, will take on the 
Washington Football Team, 
winners of the NFC East, in 
their 17th game in 2021.

NFL clubs will host 10 games 
per season overall – either nine 
regular season games and one 
preseason game, or eight regu-
lar season games and two pre-
season games.

Each team will play division-
al rivals home and away and 
four teams from another divi-
sion within its conference on 
a rotating three-year cycle.

Although some players have 
been critical of the move, 
questioning the physical toll 
that an extra regular season 
game may take, Goodell 
insisted the league had taken 
safety considerations into 
account.

“What we are actually doing 
is following the data and fol-
lowing the science to make 
sure that we are doing things 
well both from a health and 
safety standpoint as well as 
seeking to get better in every 
way,” Goodell said. AFP

Benin refuse to play in Covid-19 row

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes passes the ball during Super Bowl LIV between the Kansas 
City Chiefs and the San Francisco 49ers on February 2 last year. AFP

Korda learned 
lessons from 
near-miss ANA
NELLY Korda says she has 
learned the lessons of last 
year’s agonising near-miss at 
the ANA Inspiration as she 
returns to the first major of the 
season on Thursday bidding to 
extend an impressive week for 
her talented sporting family.

The 22-year-old LPGA Tour 
star – the daughter of former 
Australian Open tennis cham-
pion Petr Korda – lost in a play-
off at the rescheduled ANA last 
September, missing out on a 
maiden major title in a playoff 
after a late charge from South 
Korea’s Lee Mi-rim.

Korda, whose elder sister 
Jessica is also a professional on 
the women’s tour, shrugged off 
that disappointment in the 
offseason and has started 2021 
in superb form, winning the 
Gainbridge LPGA last month 
and posting two other top-10 
finishes.

It has left the world No 4 from 
Florida in a relaxed mood as 
she prepares to tackle the 
demanding Mission Hills 
Country Club layout at Rancho 
Mirage in the southern Califor-
nia desert this week.

“I put a lot of work into it over 
the off-season and it just feels 
good for it to pay off,” Korda 
said Tuesday when asked about 
her recent run of form.

Korda looked to be closing in 
on a wire-to-wire victory at last 
year’s ANA until a remarkable 
late surge from Lee, which 
included a chip-in for eagle on 
the 18th to force a playoff.

The Korean then birdied the 
first playoff hole to pip Korda 
and Canada’s Brooke Hender-
son for the title.

Korda, however, believes she 
has emerged a stronger player 
from the experience as she 
prepares for a fresh assault on 
the ANA this week.

“I’ve always said when you 
put yourself into those posi-
tions, you get more comfortable 
being in those in the future,” 
Korda said on Tuesday.

Brotherly love 
“I feel like a lot of people put 

pressure on themselves when 
it comes to major champion-

ships. I’ve just learned to kind 
of put the same mindset to 
every tournament and not put 
so much pressure on major 
championships.

“Obviously you want to win 
them but I feel like people get 
so in their heads when they get 
to a major.”

Korda said she was also phil-
osophical about the experi-
ence of being reeled in by Lee’s 
late charge.

“If someone’s got it going, 
they have it going,” Korda said. 
“I wasn’t really disappointed 
last year. I played well. There’s 
nothing you can do.”

Korda’s victory at the Gain-
bridge was her first on Ameri-
can soil, and the first where 
her parents were on hand to 
congratulate her.

But while the Korda parents 
would normally be expected 
to attend this week’s tourna-
ment in California, they are 
currently in Florida cheering 
on Sebastian Korda’s progress 
at the ATP Tour’s Miami 
Open.

The 20-year-old American 
world number 87 booked his 
place in the quarter-finals in 
Miami on Tuesday with an 
upset of Argentinian fifth 
seed Diego Schwartzman, his 
first ever win over a top 10 
opponent.

“They are in Miami right 
now with my brother,” Nelly 
Korda said Tuesday.

“It’s day-to-day. I ask them 
every day, ‘Can I book your 
flight?’ They are with my 
brother obviously. He’s having 
a really good run – hopefully 
they stay there.”

Korda says her younger 
brother will also be following 
her progress, revealing that he 
typically peppers her with 
motivational messages when 
she’s playing.

“I get text messages – some-
times when I’m already on the 
third hole,” she said.

“He’s definitely the hype man 
of the family. It’s kind of funny. 
He’s playing well. He’s putting 
a lot of work in, and it’s so cool 
to see it pay off and it’s so cool 
to see him do well.” AFP

Nelly Korda of the US plays a shot during the final round of the LPGA 
Thailand golf tournament in Pattaya on February 24, 2019. AFP

Rescuers carry Ghanaian referee Charles Bemle Bulu after a discomfort during the 2021 Africa 
Cup of Nations qualifying football match between Ivory Coast and Ethiopa at the Alassane Ouattara 
Stadium in Anyama on Tuesday. AFP
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la Dodgers eye 
World Series 
repeat as MlB 
gets underway
T

HE los angeles Dodgers are 
determined to follow their 
long-awaited World Series 
victory by completing back-

to-back championship wins as Major 
league Baseball’s new season gets 
under way on april 1.

a year after Covid-19 plunged the 
sport known as america’s pastime 
into chaos, baseball returns for a full 
162-game regular season with the 
Dodgers desperate to repeat their 
breakthrough 2020 victory.

last season, the pandemic and a 
subsequent protracted row over play-
er benefits meant that the season was 
slashed to just 60 games, starting in 
July and ending in September.

Most games took place in empty 
stadiums, before playoffs held at neu-
tral locations, with the Dodgers final-
ly ending their 32-year wait for a title 
in the unfamiliar surroundings of 
Globe life Field at arlington, Texas.

although limited numbers of fans 
were allowed at the World Series, the 
Dodgers were denied the opportu-
nity to celebrate their title in front of 
their home fans at Dodger Stadium.

Dodgers manager Dave roberts 
says the National league West giants 
are keen to correct that anomaly this 
season.

“We want to do it again to ultimate-

ly enjoy all the fruits of winning a 
championship,” roberts said.

“Understanding the situation, what 
the climate was last year, we couldn’t. 
But that’s something that’s a carrot out 
there for all of us to understand. Number 
one, we have a lot of work to do.”

With los angeles being one of the 
worst-affected US cities in the pandem-
ic, lockdown restrictions also meant the 
Dodgers were unable to celebrate the 
World Series title with a parade.

First of many?
Veteran third baseman Justin Turn-

er, who was dramatically pulled from 
the closing stages of the Dodgers’ 
World series-clinching game six last 
year after testing positive for Covid-
19, wants last year’s breakthrough 
win to be the first of many.

“We finally accomplished what we 
were trying to accomplish over my 
last seven years,” said Turner.

“Seeing the banner go up, getting 
that ring, is going to be a good feeling. 
That’s what every kid dreams of, win-
ning the World Series.

“We were able to accomplish that 
last year and now the goal is to win a 
few more.”

The Dodgers will be able to call on 
arguably the strongest roster in base-
ball as they chase a repeat.

as well as an all-star hitting line-up 
that includes former MVps Cody Bell-
inger, Mookie Betts and World Series 
MVp Corey Seager, the Dodgers pitch-
ing staff includes three Cy Young award 
winners in Clayton Kershaw, David 
price and Trevor Bauer, the Dodgers’ 
blockbuster off-season acquisition.

“We have a chance to do something 
really special and win a champion-
ship,” roberts said. “if you look at the 
talent, potentially, it could be as good 
as any team that the Dodgers have 
ever fielded.”

The Dodgers open their campaign 
on the road in Denver against the 
Colorado rockies, with a home open-
er against the Washington Nationals 
set for april 9.

The biggest threat to the Dodgers’ 

chances of repeating could well come 
from within the Nl West, where the San 
Diego padres have bolstered their 
pitching resources with the arrival of 
Japan’s Yu Darvish and Blake Snell, one 
of the stars of the Tampa Bay ray’s 
march to the World Series last season.

The american league challenge 
meanwhile is likely to be headed by 
the New York Yankees, who are chas-
ing a first title since 2009.

The Yankees have reached the play-
offs for four straight seasons, losing 
twice in the al Championship Series, 
and twice in the Division Series.

Nevertheless manager aaron Boone 
believes the pieces are now in place 
for the the Bronx Bombers to end 
their wait for a 28th championship.

“We understand we’re a talented 

team, but we also understand we 
haven’t done anything yet,” Boone 
said this week.

“a lot of guys have been here now 
for a few years and experienced a lot 
of highs and playoff success, playoff 
failures and disappointing ends to 
the season. We’ve gone through a lot 
as a team and we’ve added to the mix 
some ingredients we think can get us 
over the hump.

“i’ve felt this way the last couple 
years; we have a very hungry group 
and we want to kick the door in in the 
worst kind of way.”

Unlike last season, fans will be in 
attendance at Yankee Stadium and 
elsewhere across the league, though 
most teams will operate at reduced 
capacity due to Covid-19. AFP

Jon Lester, formerly of the Chicago Cubs, pitches in the first inning against the Chicago White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field on 
September 26 last year in Chicago, Illinois. AFP

ronaldo helps portugal to hard-fought luxembourg win
CriSTiaNO ronaldo helped portugal 
to a hard-fought 3-1 win over luxem-
bourg on March 30 with his first goal 
of the 2022 World Cup qualifying 
campaign, while Belgium became the 
latest team to join the protests over 
human rights in Qatar before hitting 
eight past Belarus.

Juventus forward ronaldo bagged 
his 103rd international goal five min-
utes after the break to stop his side 
falling foul of a luxembourg team 
whose recent performances have 
defied their small status and tiny 
population.

ronaldo had been controversially 
denied what looked to have been an 
added-time winner in Saturday’s 
draw against Serbia in Belgrade, but 
he was not to be denied when he 
tapped home Joao Cancelo’s cross.

luxembourg beat the republic of 
ireland last time out and another 
shock result looked possible when 
Gerson rodrigues put the hosts in the 
lead with a glancing header half an 
hour into the Group a contest at the 
Stade Josy Barthel.

Diogo Jota put the European cham-
pions back on level terms in first-half 
stoppage time with a close-range 
header of his own, finding himself 
unmarked to nod home pedro Neto’s 
cross.

ronaldo put portugal ahead and 
then Joao palhinha added a third to 
save portugal’s blushes and put them 
top, level on seven points with Serbia, 
who won 2-1 at azerbaijan earlier on 
Tuesday thanks to an aleksandar 
Mitrovic brace.

The 36-year-old ronaldo is now six 
goals short of iranian ali Daei’s all-time 
record of 109 international strikes.

“The goal before half-time came at 
the worst time,” said luxembourg 
coach luc Holtz. 

“That is the turning point because 
i would have liked to return to the 
dressing room at 1-0. after, the indi-
vidual quality made the difference.”

Belgium join Qatar protests
Belgium’s players donned T-shirts 

in support of migrant workers build-
ing the stadiums for next year’s finals 
in the Gulf state and then smashed 
Belarus 8-0 to move top of Group E 
despite coach roberto Martinez play-
ing a second-string side.

Germany, Denmark, Norway and 
the Netherlands have recently staged 
similar protests, and the Belgian ges-
ture mirrors the one made by their 
Dutch neighbours with T-shirts 
emblazoned with the message “Foot-
ball Supports Change”.

Human rights groups have been 
critical of the treatment of migrant 
workers, claims Qatar disputes.

On the field in leuven Belgium 
made easy work of their opponents, 
Michy Batshuayi starting a deluge of 
goals in the 14th minute.

Two braces from Hans Vanaken and 
leandro Trossard – the Brighton 
winger’s first for his country – and 
further strikes from Jeremy Doku, 
Dennis praet and Christian Benteke 
gave Belgium a thumping win.

it leaves them three points ahead 
of the second-placed Czech republic 
after they lost 1-0 to Wales in Cardiff 
in a match which finished with 10 
men on each side.

The Netherlands closed the gap on 
Group G leaders Turkey to one point 
after they won 7-0 in Gibraltar.

Frank de Boer’s team were far from 
their best but got maximum points 
after taking a long time to break down 
their minnow opponents, who were 
playing in front of a home crowd 
thanks to Gilbraltar’s successful coro-
navirus vaccine programme.

Steven Berghuis opened the scor-
ing three minutes before the break 
and in the second half the Dutch 
managed to make their superiority 
count.

luuk de Jong made it two with a 55th-
minute tap-in and then three goals in 
as many minutes from Memphis Depay, 
Georginio Wijnaldum and Donyell 
Malen put the Dutch five ahead.

Donny van de Beek lashed home 
the sixth from close range before 
Depay added his second of the night 
to complete the scoring with two 
minutes remaining.

They move closer to the Turks, who 
beat the Netherlands in the group’s 
opening round of fixtures, thanks to 
Davis ikaunieks’s late strike which 
allowed latvia to draw 3-3 in istanbul.

The Dutch are level on six points 
with Norway and Montenegro, who 
lost 1-0 at home to the Norwegians.

Croatia moved top of Group H thanks 
to their 3-0 win over Malta. They are 
level on six points with russia, who fell 
to a 2-1 defeat at Slovakia. AFP

Portugal’s forward Cristiano Ronaldo scores a goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 qualification Group A football match against Luxembourg at the Josy Barthel 
Stadium in Luxembourg City on Tuesday. AFP
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