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CMAC dogs start training to 
sniff out people with Covid-19
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May Kunmakara

THE Association of Banks in 
Cambodia (ABC) and Cam-
bodia Microfinance Associa-
tion (CMA) on April 7 ordered 
members to adopt six mea-
sures of financial relief in light 
of the economic fallout and 
depressed incomes caused by 
the February 20 community 
transmission of Covid-19.

The non-legally binding 
command came a day after 
a coalition of 103 civil society 
organisations (CSOs) reiter-
ated a call for the government 
to issue a set of guidelines for 
all financial institutions in 
Cambodia to suspend loan 
payments, set interest rates 
to zero per cent and waive 
accrued interest for at least 
three months to help bor-

rowers cope during the latest 
Covid-19 pandemic surge.

The move would allow debt-
ors to remain at home and stay 
safe during the pandemic, free 
of the fear of losing their land 
or housing over unpaid debt.

In a joint statement, ABC 
and CMA addressed the rise 
in documented novel corona-
virus cases and heightening 
risk of infection.

“After monitoring the rami-
fications [of the latest out-
break], banking and financial 
institutions [under ABC and 
CMA] – all member institu-
tions – are to continuously and 
fully put these policies into ac-
tion,” the statement said, call-
ing on members to also follow 
the guidelines outlined in the 
National Bank of Cambodia’s 
(NBC) March 27, 2020 direc-

tive on credit restructuring.
The first of the associations’ 

six orders is to exempt clients 
infected with the coronavirus 
from interest payments and 
penalties for at least one month, 
and automatically restructure 
credit (with the client’s con-
sent), deferring principal pay-
ments for three months.
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A
NY civil servants 
who decline to 
be vaccinated 
against Covid-19 

may risk losing their jobs 
due to colleagues’ concerns 
about interacting closely 
with those who remain un-
protected, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen warned.

In an audio message on 
April 6, Hun Sen elaborat-
ed that those who had not 
been vaccinated were at 
higher risks of contracting 
the novel coronavirus and 
transmitting it to others.

The prime minister said 
that with vaccinations be-
ing administered to civil 
servants at the national 
and sub-national levels in 

recent days, he had noticed 
two types of people. 

The first type, he said, 
wanted to be vaccinated as 
soon as possible because 
they were worried about 
what might happen in the 
absence of that precaution. 
The second were those who 
were avoiding being vacci-
nated, purportedly for fears 
of side-effects.

“I would like to make it 
clear that vaccination is 
only on a voluntary ba-
sis. But in the future, vac-
cination will become an 
obligation for some jobs, 
especially for members of 
the armed forces and civil 
servants,” he said.

“I would like to inform

PM: Civil servants who 
refuse jab risk losing jobs

ABC, CMA set out six debt relief measures

G20 looks 
at uneven 
pandemic 
recovery
GROUP of 20 (G20) finance ministers 
and central bankers began a video-
conference on April 7 to coordinate 
post-pandemic recovery plans, in-
crease help for the poorest Covid-hit 
countries and discuss a US-backed 
global minimum corporate tax.

The meeting hosted by current 
G20 chair Italy comes a day after the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
forecast faster than expected global 
economic growth this year, of 6.0 per 
cent, after the coronavirus pandemic 
in 2020 caused the worst peacetime 
downturn since the Great Depression.

But developing countries are lagging 
behind, and US Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen has warned of the risk that 
the pandemic reverses years of prog-
ress in fighting poverty and closing the 
gap between poor and rich nations.

Top of the agenda of the G20 meet-
ing is whether to extend a morato-
rium on debt interest payments for 
the poorest countries, which is cur-
rently set to expire on June 30.

World Bank president David Mal-
pass said this week he expects the 
G20 to prolong the moratorium.

But its impact has been relatively lim-
ited, with just 46 out of 73 eligible coun-
tries having asked for and obtained 
a delay on payments totalling $5.7 bil-
lion, the latest official figures show.

The G20 is also expected to support 
the IMF’s plan to boost its reserve of-
ferings, increasing its allocation of spe-
cial drawing rights (SDR) by $650 bil-
lion, to help impoverished countries.

And the issue of a global minimum 
tax rate for corporations is also up for 
discussion after the new US admin-
istration under President Joe Biden 
threw its weight behind the idea.

The reform, supported by the IMF 
and by major economies includ-
ing France and Germany, is aimed 
at ending tax competition between 
countries and the use of tax havens 
by companies. AFPCoNtiNuEd – pagE 3

don’t go too far
police monitor a checkpoint set up along National road 6 in northeastern phnom penh’s Chroy Changvar district. the 
government has imposed an inter-provincial travel ban from april 7-20 in a bid to contain the Covid-19 spread. but phnom penh 
and neighbouring Kandal province are treated as one administrative region, so travel between them can continue. HONG MENEA sTORY > 2
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Six wild boars found dead, snared 
near lumphat Wildlife Sanctuary

Kim Sarom

pHNOM penh’s Chbar ampov 
district police say they have a 
suspect in custody for the april 2 
murder of a 10-year-old boy and 
they plan to send him to court on 
april 8 to be prosecuted for his al-
leged crimes. 

District police chief Mao Soeuth 
said on april 7 that they had arrested 
a suspect identified as Un pheamon, 
30, currently unemployed and re-
siding in the same neighbourhood. 
Soeuth said that pheamon had con-
fessed to the murder during inter-
rogation. 

according to Soeuth, the suspect 
said that he was giving the victim, 
Chea Bunheng, a ride on his motor-
cycle to go and buy meatballs. 

pheamon told police that while 
he was driving the boy slapped his 
head from behind. He told the boy 
not to do that, but he immediately 
slapped him again. 

He claimed that this childish 
prank made him very angry – so 
angry, in fact, that he took Bun-
heng to a location in Bos angkanh 
i village of Chbar ampov district’s 
prek aeng commune and killed 
him there for it. 

Dr Nong Sovannaroth, a forensic 
specialist at the Ministry of Health, 
confirmed on april 7 that the victim 
had been beaten to death. 

“There were bruises on his face, a 
tear in the gums at the front, an up-
per lip rupture and his lower teeth 
were all broken,” he said.

Bunheng’s father, Chea ponka, 
said that he was shocked to find 
out that it was pheamon who had 
murdered his son because he was 
not only his neighbour but actu-
ally married to his niece. 

He said that pheamon had pre-
tended ignorance this past week 
about the boy’s disappearance and 
murder, even joining in the search 
efforts for him and then attending 
his funeral.

“i do not want anything from 
[him], let the law deal with him 
for the brutal acts he committed 
against my child,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MEMBErS of the commu-
nity in and around the O’Koki 
protected area found six wild 
boars dead from poacher’s 
snares near the lumphat 
Wildlife Sanctuary in ra-
tanakkiri province. 

The boars were discovered 
by villagers while they were 
patrolling the forest in early 
april according to Bou Vorsak, 
Cambodia programme man-
ager at Birdlife international.

“These six wild boars were 
already rotting, having been 
trapped in these snares and left 
to die. This shows that snares 
not only kill wild animals – they 
do so indiscriminately and of-
ten pointlessly,” he said.

He added that besides the 
six boar snares, the patrolmen 
had removed 45 more of them 
in the area but they didn’t en-
counter any suspects in the 

forest during their patrol. 
Vorsak also called on the 

government to do more to 
stop illegal hunting and trap-
ping and the consumption of 
wild animal meat. 

O’Koki community mem-
ber Sam Ol told The Post 

that poachers had given up 
on hunting animals with 
guns and were now just lay-
ing huge numbers of snares 
to catch them – causing wild 
animal population numbers 
to decline sharply.

Sam Ol added that during a 

patrol in February his group 
was joined by rangers, police 
officials and village security 
guards and they had found 
and rescued a giant ibis from 
a snare.

ratanakkiri provincial envi-
ronment department director 
phon Khemrin told The Post 
that besides patrolling protect-
ed areas the rangers had often 
educated residents about the 
benefits of  protecting the en-
vironment, wild animals and 
other natural resources and 
this was clearly an effective ap-
proach as demonstrated by the 
community’s patrols.

“The work of educating 
people to stop consuming the 
meat of wild animals, stop 
hunting, stop laying snares 
and stop clearing land ille-
gally in wildlife sanctuaries 
must continue because it 
does show positive results,” 
he said.

Wild boar that died in a snare at Lumphat Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Mondulkiri province on Tuesday. birdlife cambodia

Lay Samean

i
N CONTraST to the travel ban 
imposed around Khmer New 
Year in 2020, this year only a 
small number of people tried to 

beat the deadline and leave phnom 
penh for their hometown after the 
government banned unnecessary 
inter-provincial travel for 14-days, ac-
cording to several provincial officials.

prime Minister Hun Sen on april 
6 ordered a temporary ban on inter-
provincial travel and the closure of all 
tourism, leisure and entertainment 
sites and venues throughout the coun-
try from april 7 to april 20 in order to 
curb the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak.

Kampong Speu provincial gover-
nor Vei Samnang told The Post on 
april 7 that his officials had observed 

only a small number of people trying 
to race against the ban before it took 
effect the following day both com-
ing and going from the province.

“This morning there were only a 
few cases where people tried to go to 
another province. Maybe they hadn’t 
heard about the ban yet or maybe 
they thought they could slip through, 
but after we told them no they re-
turned to their homes,” he said.

He said police set up four check-
points in Samrong Tong district 
along National road 4; pich Nil area 
in phnom Sruoch district’s Treng 
Trayoeng commune; Baset district 
and the fourth is near Odong district 
hall on National road 5. 

in Kandal province, Governor 
Kong Sophoan said that people in 
his province knew about the travel 

ban, so very few of them attempted 
to travel anywhere.

“Only around Neak loeung Bridge 
on National road 1 – a small number 
of people were stopped on their way 
in or out. Most people don’t want 
to travel anyways because they are 
afraid for their own health,” he said.

preah Sihanouk provincial Hall 
spokesman Kheang phearum said 
that they had banned travelling in or 
out of province since March 4, so the 
recent announcement of the travel 
ban didn’t affect them much.

“people are not very aggressive 
about travelling in the provinces 
right now. The only people on the 
road are transporting goods or go-
ing to work – that and maybe ambu-
lances,” phearum said.  

in phnom penh, municipal police 

spokesman San Sok Seiha said that 
the police immediately implement-
ed the government’s instructions 
upon receiving them. The number 
of officers will be increased at all 
entrances to the city to ensure they 
remain under control.

The ban on inter-provincial trav-
el is exempted for all transport of 
goods and for government officials 
fulfilling their daily duties. 

Those travelling under an exemp-
tion during the ban must be prepared 
to show their employment iD cards, 
mission letters or other relevant doc-
uments proving the necessity of their 
travel to avoid being detained. 

ambulances from public and pri-
vate hospitals and other emergency 
vehicles such as fire engines are also 
exempted.

Travel ban has trouble-free start
Officers supervise a checkpoint on National Road 6 in Bak Kheng commune of Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district on Wednesday. Hong menea

Murdered boy 
knew suspect, 
man in custody 
after confession  



Long Kimmarita

A SCANNING technology is being de-
veloped by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport to deter drivers from vio-
lating road traffic laws. Offenders caught 
by the system will not only be fined but 
also lose points on their licences while 
repeat offenders will eventually have 
their licence revoked.

An official from the ministry said that 
number of points deducted from the 
driver’s licence would be determined 
according to the type of offence stated 
in the road traffic law. The ministry will 
make a public announcement when 
there is a formal decision.

In a discussion with the delegation 
from Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

via remote on April 6, public works min-
ister Sun Chanthol said the rate of traffic 
accidents has seriously affected people’s 
lives. Therefore, the ministry has set up 
the new information technology (IT) 
system to capture images of vehicles vio-
lating traffic laws.

He said this system has a programme to 
scan a driver’s licence and points are de-
ducted according to the offence they com-
mit. The aim is to reduce road accidents.

Chanthol said: “The ministry’s IT 
working group is pushing to finish this 
system and present it to Minister of Inte-
rior and National Road Safety Commit-
tee chairman Sar Kheng prior to actual 
implementation.”

“This new IT system is supported by 
ADB which has provided good and con-

tinuous cooperation. The support from 
this institution has assisted Cambodia 
to successfully implement projects,” he 
said.

Heang Sotheayuth, spokesman of the 
public works ministry, told The Post on 
April 7 that the ministry had decided to 
set up a new system because some driv-
ers are not deterred by just a fine.

“We have prepared a procedure for au-
thorities to note the fine and how many 
points are to be deducted. When a driver 
has no more points, the licence is re-
voked. If they still drive, it would be ille-
gal,” he said.

The new system will be piloted at 100 
to 200 locations after the first quarter of 
2021 and after receiving approval from 
the interior minister.

“This pilot project can be done through 
a mobile app and sent to police officials 
to make it easier for them to operate. We 
will train them with all the information 
so that they can record or copy it into the 
system as soon as there is a fine,” he said.

Kong Sovann, technical adviser and 
deputy director of Community Traffic 
Safety Programme team of Rural Road 
Development Project Phase 2 under the 
Ministry of Rural Development, sup-
ports the new IT system.

He said this system will prompt drivers 
to obey traffic laws.

“The system for point deduction is a 
good thing that other countries have 
implemented successfully, such as Aus-
tralia and Europe. 

“An important point is to study scien-
tifically on the challenges. Otherwise, 
there will be a lot of controversy and this 
effort will be wasted,” he said.
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civil servants who don’t want 
to be vaccinated that once 
government institutions reach 
the point where they have ad-
ministered vaccinations up to 
70 per cent of their workforce, 
then those who have failed to 
be vaccinated may find them-
selves out of work.

“Just get vaccinated to pro-
tect your own lives and join 
in the fight against Covid-19 
...  or the continuation of your 
services in the employ of the 
state may no longer be neces-
sary,” Hun Sen said. 

Hun Sen also requested that 
all ministers tally the totals 
for fully vaccinated officials, 
those who still need a second 
dose and those who remain 
unvaccinated. 

He ordered all ministries 
to only recruit fully vacci-
nated officials into the state 
employment framework with 
exceptions to all of these 
policies only granted to those 
persons who cannot be vac-
cinated due to a pre-existing 
health condition – as long as 
they can provide a medical 
certificate proving as such. 

He also suggested that in the 
future, in addition to a medi-
cal certificate, there should 
be a card people can carry to 
identify themselves as hav-
ing been vaccinated against 
Covid-19 as well. 

“I’m not trying to cause ten-
sions between the vaccinated 
and unvaccinated people and 
I don’t want there to be dis-
crimination, but all of this is 
to get everyone to do their bit 
to stop Covid-19 . . . No one 
will suffer any penalties with-
out first being given a warn-
ing, but after that it is their 
choice,” Hun Sen said.

Minister of Civil Service 
Prum Sokha sent out a letter 
to all ministries and institu-
tions asking that they deter-
mine the number of civil ser-
vants and contract officials 
under their purview who are 
yet to get vaccinated and sub-
mit it to him prior to April 12. 

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun told The Post on 

April 7 he had requested that 
the government use its re-
sources to spread the word, 
educate and inform citizens 
about the importance of vac-
cinations as widely as pos-
sible before instituting any 
punitive measures. 

“The [government] should 
do more to provide reliable 
information – from trusted 
outside sources with relevant 
technical expertise – about 
the safety and effectiveness 
of vaccinations,” he said.

Chanroeun added that if the 
government was too tough 
on those who chose not to 
get vaccinated, it would af-
fect the rights and freedoms 
of citizens guaranteed by the 
Constitution and also run 
contrary to the advice of the 
World Health Organisation, 
which has recommended 
that vaccinations be carried 
out on a voluntary basis. 

The Ministry of labour 
and Vocational Training on 
April 7 began its vaccination 
drive with officials expect-
ing to see up to 3,800 work-
ers get Covid-19 jabs on the 
first day. 

“On April 8, we will open 
four vaccination sites for 
workers . . . We plan to ac-
celerate the vaccinations 
to a rate of 7,000 workers a 
day this week, with a goal of 
12,000 workers a day starting 
next week,” said labour min-
istry spokesman Heng Sour.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
told The Post on April 7 that 
a total of 1,025 officials and 
other contracted staff mem-
bers had been vaccinated. He 
noted that 125 people were 
not allowed to be vaccinated 
due to health problems while 
32 had not been vaccinated 
due to their currently being 
away on work-related assign-
ments for the ministry.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
person Kim Santepheap said 
that in principle vaccina-
tions would be carried out 
on a voluntary basis, but it 
might be necessary for some 
individuals to be vaccinated 
based on the conditions of 
their employment.

labour ministry set 
to accelerate Covid 
jab drive for workers

CMAC dogs start training to 
sniff out people with Covid

Nov Sivutha

C
AMBODIAN Mine Ac-
tion Centre (CMAC) 
officers started basic 
sniffer training for 10 

dogs to detect Covid-19 after 
receiving artificial virus ma-
terial to aid in training from 
Switzerland.

CMAC director Heng Ratana, 
said on April 7 that equipment 
used to sniff for Covid-19 ar-
rived in Cambodia on the April 
5, to train the dogs to detect the 

virus. He declined to elaborate 
on the materials received.

He said CMAC officers have 
gradually started training the 
dogs to be obedient, but not 
yet stepped into sniffing for 
the Covid-19 virus as health 
scientists are discussing the 
different kind of smells.

Asked if the dogs could get 
infected, Ratana said they are 
completely safe, because they 
are not training with a real vi-
rus. The dogs will smell the ar-
tificial materials, and carefully 

smell a few infected people.
“We let the dog sniff 100 peo-

ple who don’t have Covid-19 
then we let them sniff one or 
two Covid-19 patients to make 
the dogs familiar with the smell 
of those who have the disease. 
When the dogs can find two 
infected people, they have the 
ability to find people infected 
with Covid-19,” he explained.

According to Ratana, the 
use of dogs to sniff for infect-
ed people is applied in some 
countries such as Germany, 

Finland, Australia and Russia. 
Minister of Health Mam Bun 

Heng and ministry spokes-
woman Or Vandine could not 
be reached for comment. Of-
ficials from the University of 
Health Sciences which are 
involved in the training also 
could not be contacted.

In February, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen authorised the minis-
try and CMAC to conduct a dog 
research and development pro-
gramme to help identify people 
infected with Covid-19.

CMAC officers have gradually started training the dogs to be obedient, but not yet stepped into sniffing for the Covid-19 virus. CMAC

Scanning tech said to deter drivers 

People commute on Monivong Blvd in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district. HeAn RAngsey

A garment worker get vaccinated against Covid-19 in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district on Wednesday. HeAn RAngsey
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Official: Fake sanitisers less prevalent
Voun Dara

T
HE sale of counterfeit 
or fake alcohol-based 
sanitising solutions 
and gels significantly 

decreased in the first three 
months of this year as greater 
awareness has spread within 
the business community 
about the problem, according 
to the Ministry of Commerce’s 
General Directorate of Con-
sumer protection, Competi-
tion and Fraud prevention.

phan Oun, head of the di-
rectorate, told The Post on 
april 7 that this year officials 
had inspected alcohol and gel 
retailers and distributors such 
as markets and pharmacies. 

Out of 78 samples of items 
taken and tested for analysis, 
only two of them turned out 
to be fakes.

He said the vendors sell-
ing the fake items were not 
arrested or sent to court be-
cause it was their first offence. 
The officials just asked them 
to sign a letter promising not 
to repeat the offence. 

“Currently, most of the 
products available on the 
market now come with trade-
marks clearly displayed. That 
wasn’t the case last year prior 
to the crackdown,” he said.

according to their report, 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the need to comply with 
preventive measures, officials 
only checked the locations that 
had been busted for selling 
fake merchandise last year. 

“This is an important part of 
our job to spread the word and 
enforce consumer protections 
strictly and check on product 
quality regularly,” he said.

Oun said his directorate had 
also requested that businesses 
refrain from engaging in price 
gouging on health-related 
items during the pandemic 
and stock only legitimate prod-
ucts that work as intended.

Oun also called on citizens to 
be careful when buying alcohol 
sanitiser solutions and gels by 
examining the trademarks and 
the packaging and only buying 
from trusted sources. 

Oun said that in 2020, 
his directorate seized and 
burned 94 tonnes of fake al-
cohol sanitiser and that some 
of the seizures had resulted in 
individuals being referred to 

the court for prosecution. 
The Ministry of interior’s 

Counter-Counterfeit Com-
mittee also works on prevent-
ing the sale of fake products 
to the public. 

The committee chairman, 
Meach Sophanna, said on april 
7 that they regularly collaborat-
ed with the commerce ministry 
and the police to investigate the 
sales of fake product, especially 

items used to protect people 
from Covid-19 this past year.

“We know that substandard 
products are not effective 
and could harm our citizens’ 
health,” he said.

Sophanna said his commit-
tee had investigated around 
20 reported instances of mer-
chants selling fake alcohol 
and gel sanitisers in the first 
three months of this year.

Officials inspect fake hand sanitisers seized in Phnom Penh last year. CommerCe ministry

Bank guard to 
face court for 
killing man in 
‘self-defence’

POLICE are set to send a 
security guard to court 
for allegedly shooting a 

man dead in Teuk Thla com-
mune of Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok 
district on April 6.   

District police chief Hour 
Meng Vang identified the 
suspect as Virak, a 36-year-old 
security guard at a bank in the 
commune.

Meng Vang said that before 
the incident, the deceased 
was having an argument with 
another man and ran to Virak 
for help. But while running 
towards Virak, the man was 
also carrying a knife, prompting 
Virak to shoot him. 

«While he ran towards Virak 
with a knife in his hand, Virak 
fired three shots ... killing him 
instantly,» he said, adding Virak 
did not flee the scene and gave 
himself up to police.

During questioning, Virak 
said he shot the man in self 
defence.

A police officer who asked 
not to be named told The Post: 
«According to what was seen 
on the CCTV camera, the man 
who was shot dead caused the 
incident, leading to the fatal 
shooting.»

Meng Vang said even if Virak 
claimed to have shot the man in 
self-defence, he would still have 
to be sent to court for further 
legal procedures. Kim sArom



Orm Bunthoeur

A GROUP of 61 families in Siem Reap 
province’s Slakram district are protest-
ing the installation of a cell base tower 
by telecoms firm Metfone in their com-
munity. Residents believe the tower’s 
antenna emits harmful radiation that af-
fects their health.

One of the protesters who spoke to The 
Post on condition of anonymity on April 
7 said the installation of the tower had 
seriously affected their way of life, claim-
ing the tower’s antenna emitted a strong 
sound wave that contained radiation. 
The radiation posed a serious health 
risk, especially for pregnant women.

“The authorities want to help the 
company to make big profits. In other 
countries, they bury phone lines un-
derground. Why in Cambodia are lines 
not buried underground like elsewhere? 
Why is only the antenna installed?

Siem Reap provincial deputy governor 
Ly Samrith said that before issuing a per-
mit, technicians had inspected the site, 
and said it produced no radiation. 

“In Cambodia, cell base towers were 
installed in many places. If the towers’ an-
tennas really emitted harmful radiation, it 
would impact all of these places,” he said.

He added that the worrying problem 
is the installation site. There must be ap-
propriate land for the tower’s location 
and foundations, not that of radiation. 

“We will send officials to explain the 
situation to them. But if the company 
conducts itself correctly and residents 
still prevent it from installing the tower, 
they will face legal trouble.

“Before installing the tower, the com-
pany received a licence from the Min-
istry of Posts and Telecommunications 
and had permission from local authori-
ties. So, the protest means obstructing a 
decision by the authorities,” he said.

Tol Gnak, director-general of Posts and 

Telecommunication, said electromagnet-
ic waves emitted by radios, stations and 
antennas are non-ionising and hence do 
not have enough energy to permanently 
damage DNA or biological tissues.

“All countries in the world have also built 
and used antenna stations to provide tele-
communications services like Cambodia. 
Without antenna stations, there couldn’t be 
any mobile phone services. If they had an 
impact on health, no country would have 
any antenna stations either,” he said.

A mobile phone tower under construction in Siem Reap province on April 5. supplied

Long Kimmarita

T
HE freshwater and 
marine fish catch in 
the first quarter of 
the year was 960,000 

tonnes, indicating a drop for 
all types of fish compared 
to the same period last year. 
More than 600 fisheries crimes 
were cracked down on nation-
wide, according to a report by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

The ministry’s report released 
on April 5 stated that freshwa-
ter fisheries along the Tonle Sap 
river yielded 1,310 tonnes, a de-
crease of 190 tonnes; freshwa-
ter products caught by families 
was 56,800 tonnes, a decrease 
of 12,600 tonnes.

The report said the fish catch 
on family-level rice fields was 

12,800 tonnes, indicating a de-
crease of 4,700 tonnes compared 
to the same period last year.

“The marine fishery busi-
ness achieved 25,780 tonnes of 
the 130,000 tonnes planned for 
2021, a decrease of about 20 per 
cent compared to the first quar-
ter of 2020,” the report said.

The report also said in the 
aquaculture sector covering 
fish and shrimp farming, the 
yield was at 44,800 tonnes, a de-
crease of 7,000 tons compared 
to the same period last year.

With regard to crime, the 
report said: “There were 648 
cases of fisheries crimes, 
which is an increase of 49 
cases compared to the first 
quarter of 2020. There were 
632 freshwater and 16 mari-
time crimes.”

Agriculture Minister Sakhon 

said in the report that in the 
past three months, the minis-
try had effectively prevented 
fisheries and other crimes by 
cooperating with the inter-
ministerial commission. He 
urged relevant authorities to 
continue strictly enforcing 
the law to combat the crimes.

Sakhon said: “[Relevant au-
thorities] have to strengthen 
regular cooperation with lo-
cal authorities at all levels to 
prevent fisheries crimes, es-
pecially to strictly implement 
the decision of the Royal Gov-
ernment on the establish-
ment of the inter-ministerial 
commission to prevent and 
suppress fisheries crimes in 
the Tonle Sap Lake.”

Chak Choeun, head of the 
Doung Steng fishing commu-
nity in Stoung district’s Peam 

Bang commune in Kampong 
Thom province said that the 
fish catch has declined due to 
environmental changes such 
as drought, which has led to a 
decline in the fish population.

“In my own community, 
fishermen cannot catch fish 
like before and it is very dif-
ficult because we do not have 
enough food to eat every day. 
Before, we used to get around 
8kg per day, now we can’t 
catch enough fish for our dai-
ly food,” he said.

Choeun believed that the 
experts in charge have to 
strictly prevent fisheries 
crimes. He suggested that 
more firm measures need to 
be taken, especially against 
illegal fishing. This is for the 
return and maintenance of 
fish resources.

National
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  APRIL  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Orm Bunthoeurn

ODDAR Meanchey provin-
cial authorities stopped resi-
dents from cultivating areas 
in more than 7,000ha of land 
in four communes in Sam-
rong and Chongkal district, 
Oddar Meanchey province as 
the land will be reforested by 
a private company.

Provincial Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries director Soth Sisokhean 
said the land, located in 
the communes Pongro and 
Chongkal in Chongkal district 
and the communes of Sam-
rong and Konkriel in Samrong 
district, will be reforested in 
partnership with San Heang 
Company according to gov-
ernment guidelines.

But he said some residents 
have been misinformed by 
individuals about land owner-
ship, and now depend on the 
land for their livelihoods. Au-
thorities have recently notified 
them to stop using the land.

“If residents really have no 
land, they can make a request 
to local authorities for social 
land concessions. But we have 
never allowed residents to take 
state land. We put up a banner 
notifying them about the state 
of the land. But certain indi-
viduals make matters compli-
cated and disseminate contra-
dictory information,” he said.

Provincial deputy governor Vat 
Paranin accused the people of 
taking land that the company 

used for planting trees. He said 
the location was not granted to 
them by authorities.

“Some residents have seen 
that the land looks fertile, so 
they plant rice and farm there, 
but they actually encroached 
on land. We told them to re-
turn to the land granted to 
them, while the state land 
they encroached on is kept 
for re-planting trees by [San 
Heang] company,” he said.

But Kunth Samrith, the 
head of the Tuol Pongro com-
munity said that the land had 
been granted to a company 
to grow sugar under the Eco-
nomic Land Concession. After 
the sugar company withdrew, 
San Heang Company started 
to clear land around the re-
forestation areas, but this had 
affected 90 families.

“They have yet to find a so-
lution. So, this new company 
has added a new problem to 
an existing one,” he said.

Samrith added that au-
thorities have addressed the 
problem for only some resi-
dents through land swaps. 
But people who accepted the 
offer still returned to the first 
location after they discovered 
the new land overlapped oth-
er property.

Oddar Meanchey provincial 
Adhoc coordinator Srey Nar-
en said that about 90 families 
had not received land from 
the authority. So, they had 
temporarily relied on the land 
for their livelihoods.

O Meanchey residents 
fight land concessions

Tonle Sap fish-catch waning
A fisheries officer inspects an illegal fishing site in Pursat’s Kandieng district. agriculture ministry

Rally in S Reap over ‘harmful’ cell tower
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,660 16,760 16,660

2 GTI 4,080 4,080 4,080 4,020

3 PAS 13,000 13,080 13,080 12,920

4 PEPC 3,040 3,080 3,080 3,040

5 PPAP 13,080 13,100 13,200 13,000

6 PPSP 1,880 1,890 1,900 1,880

7 PWSA 6,620 6,640 6,640 6,580

Date: April 7, 2021
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.2597 6.5437 109.83 4.1315 1.3396 31.37 0.7622 1.1885 1.3820

Continued from page 1

Clients purporting to be 
infected with the virus must 
present a positive test result 
confirmed by the relevant au-
thority, the statement added.

Second, automatically re-
structure credit for clients under 
quarantine (with their consent), 
deferring principal and interest 
payments for one month, and 
waiving all penalties.

Third, provide prompt, con-
venient credit-restructuring 
benefits to clients affected by 
the pandemic.

Fourth, ease the terms of 
emergency and supplementary 
financing loans and cut interest 
rates to sustain and rehabilitate 
family economies during and 
after the health crisis.

Fifth, restructure loans for first 
homes and waive all penalties.

Sixth, offer as many bene-
fits as possible to clients who 
have died of Covid-19.

prasac Microfinance institu-
tion ltd (prasac) senior vice-
president Say Sony welcomed 
the move, saying: “What clients 
need is to reschedule loans to 
match their cash flow in these 
tough times, and when the com-
munity outbreak is contained, 
they’ll likely require more funds 
or loans to restart and reinvest 
in their businesses.”

The statement noted that all 
financial institutions have a 
similar funding structure – 15 
per cent from paid-up capital, 
15 per cent from long-term 
debt issued domestically and 
internationally and 70 per 
cent from savings deposits.

as of end-February, finan-
cial institutions in Cambodia 
restructured about $4 billion 
in loans for some 340,000 
borrowers since the NBC is-
sued the directive, it said.

Debtors are allowed to pay 
either interest or principal, it 
said, adding that most have 
requested between three and 
six months’ grace period and 
agreed to pay only interests, 
while those severely affected 
by the pandemic were grant-
ed the suspension of loan 
repayment and interest for 
three to six months.

Credit-restructuring transac-
tions will continue as long as the 
pandemic persists and plans will 
be drawn up according to each 
client’s situation, it added.

loans must 
match cash 
flow of clients: 
prasac official

Thou Vireak

T
HE Kingdom plans 
to ask China to raise 
the annual quota on 
Cambodian milled 

rice imports to 500,000 
tonnes, 100,000 tonnes 
more than the one it set in 
2019, state-run news agency 
agence Kampuchea presse 
(aKp) reported on april 6.

China increased its quota by 
100,000 tonnes annually from 
100,000 in 2016 to 400,000 in 
2019 for jasmine, fragrant, 
white and broken varieties of 
Cambodian milled rice.

Total Cambodian milled-rice 
exports last year weighed in at 
690,829 tonnes, up by 11.40 per 
cent over 2019, figures from 
the Cambodia rice Federation 
(CrF) show. Shipments to Chi-
na reached 289,439 tonnes, or 
41.90 per cent of the total and 
72.36 per cent of the quota.

Milled-rice exports to China 
have generally increased each 
year from 127,460 tonnes 

in 2016 (127.46 per cent of 
the year’s quota), to 199,857 
in 2017 (99.93 per cent of 
quota), dipping to 170,154 in 
2018 (56.72 per cent of quota) 
and rebounding to 248,105 in 
2019 (62.03 per cent of quota), 
according to CrF statistics.

CrF president Song Saran 
told The Post that a positive 
response from the Chinese 
government would better po-
sition the Kingdom to hit the 
coveted one-million-tonne 
mark for total exports.

Ministry of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries data show 
that total milled-rice exports 
came in at 387,000 tonnes in 
2014, 538,396 in 2015, 542,144 
in 2016, 635,679 in 2017, 
626,225 in 2018 and 620,106 
in 2019. Each figure has fall-
en short of the government’s 
pledge to export one million 
tonnes of rice per annum, 
originally made in august 
2010 for 2015.

Saran said: “We’ve postulated 
that China would account for 

about 350,000-500,000 tonnes 
of milled rice per year. The CrF 
expects the additional Chinese 
orders for milled rice will pro-
pel the one-million-tonne-ex-
port ambition forward.”

With observers predict-
ing that the transport crisis 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic will cool in the sec-
ond quarter of this year, this 
initiative will feel a swing in 
momentum, he said.

“We don’t believe the trans-
port crisis will last until the end 

of 2021 – pressure on the ship-
ping industry will ease in July-
august in the second quarter. 
We expect a recovery in Cam-
bodian milled-rice exports to 
the European market in the 
second half,” Saran said.

at the Strategic plan 2020-
2023 Consultation Workshop 
held in end-October 2019, the 
CrF renewed its commitment 
to passing the one-million-
tonne mark by 2022.

Saran revealed at the work-
shop that the CrF had set 

target percentages for milled-
rice shipments to interna-
tional markets – divided into 
four main regions. Thirty-five 
per cent of all exports would 
go to China, 30 per cent to 
Europe, 30 per cent to other 
aSEaN countries and five per 
cent to other markets.

Broken down by category, 
luxury fragrant rice will ac-
count for 30 per cent, ordi-
nary fragrant rice 40 per cent 
and ordinary rice 30 per cent, 
he said.

Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of public Works and 
Transport on april 6 asked the Metro 
Manila-based asian Development 
Bank (aDB) to help devise strategies 
for monorail and subway projects 

planned for phnom penh.
Minister Sun Chanthol made the re-

quest at a virtual meeting with an aDB 
delegation led by urban development 
specialist alexander D Nash.

Chanthol noted that a feasibility 
study on the monorail project was re-

cently completed and that another 
one on the subway development was 
due next month. Both are conducted 
by Chinese companies.

“i request the aDB review the results 
of these two project studies and pre-
pare a development strategy. if these 
projects can secure investment from 
private companies, it’d cut down on 
traffic congestion, improve the image 
of phnom penh to whole new heights 
and complement national develop-
ment,” he said.

The minister also asked the aDB to 
provide insight and help orient the 
development of Cambodia’s cross-
border facilities to improve the King-
dom’s logistics and transport sector, 
which he said would lift trade vol-
umes and increase access to regional 
markets, especially in the Greater Me-
kong Subregion (GMS) and aSEaN.

“We want to open direct routes to the 
border and regional transits, which will 
improve the livelihoods of the Cambo-
dian people,” Chanthol said.

according to the minister, Nash said 

the aDB would review the request.
He noted that the Japan interna-

tional Cooperation agency (Jica) had 
also recently completed a feasibil-
ity study on an automated guideway 
transit (aGT) system.

Once all three studies are complet-
ed, the ministry will submit them to 
the government for review and ap-
proval, he said.

These monumental mass-transit 
projects have long been in the pipe-
line as road traffic in the capital be-
comes progressively more congested, 
as more vehicles hit the road and the 
population size increases.

in early June 2018, Chanthol noted 
that an 18km Japanese-funded sky-
train project would be built from ph-
sar Thmey (Central Market) to phnom 
penh international airport at a cost of 
between $800 million and $1 billion.

He said there were also plans to 
build sky-train lines along major roads 
such as Monivong, Kampuchea Krom, 
Charles de Gaulle, Monireth and Veng 
Sreng boulevards.

Cambodia eyes 
China rice quota 
deal in 1M-tonne 
export ambitions 

aDB asked to craft game plan for monorail, subway

China increased its quota by 100,000 tonnes annually from 100,000 in 2016 to 400,000 in 2019 for jasmine, 
fragrant, white and broken varieties of Cambodian milled rice. hENG ChIVOAN

Transport minister Sun Chanthol at a virtual meeting with an ADB delegation led by urban 
development specialist Alexander D Nash on Tuesday. TRANSPORT MINISTRY



Xiaomi’s smart electric-vehicle (EV) business would operate under a 
wholly-owned subsidiary with an initial investment of 10 billion yuan 
($1.5 billion). AFP
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CHiNESE company Xiaomi 
has announced plans to in-
vest $10 billion in smart elec-
tric vehicles (EV) over the 
course of 10 years.

lei Jun, its founder, chair-
man and CEO, said the busi-
ness would operate under 
a wholly-owned subsidiary 
with an initial investment of 
10 billion yuan ($1.5 billion). 

He will also be CEO of the 
smart EV business.

Smart EV have transformed 
the business model of the tra-
ditional automotive industry, 
and Xiaomi has the deepest un-
derstanding of the hardware-
based internet service business 
model, lai said.

“Smart electric vehicles 
represent one of the largest 
business opportunities in the 
next decade and represent an 

indispensable component 
of smart living. Entering this 
business is a natural choice 
for us as we expand our smart 
aioT eco-system.”

Meanwhile, the company re-
cently announced the adoption 
of a new logo with the design 
concept “alive”. it was created by, 
prof Kenya Hara of the Musash-
ino art University in Japan.

Xiaomi’s global smartphone 
shipments reached 146 million 
last year, which made it one of 
the world’s top three. The sales 
of premium smartphones ex-
ceeded 10 million units. 

With over 324.8 million con-
nected devices on Xiaomi’s 
aioT platform and 86.7 million 
monthly active users of Xiaoai 
ai assistant, it is the leader in 
the smart home industry. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Xiaomi to invest $10B 
in smart EV business

Samsung, lG: 40% profit jump in Q1
S

OUTH Korea’s two big-
gest electronics firms 
both forecast jumps 
of around 40 per cent 

in their first-quarter operat-
ing profits on april 7, with 
coronavirus-driven working 
from home fuelling global 
demand for semiconductors 
and home appliances.

Tech behemoth Samsung 
Electronics said in an earnings 
estimate that it expected oper-
ating profits of 9.3 trillion won 
($8.3 billion) for January to 
March, up 44.2 per cent from 
a year earlier, largely driven by 
robust sales of smartphones 
and the launch of its flagship 
Galaxy S21 series.

Meanwhile lG Electronics, 
South Korea’s second-largest 
appliance firm after Samsung, 
forecast a 39.2 per cent jump in 
operating profits for the same 
period, to 1.5 trillion won.

it said in a statement: “Both 
quarterly revenue and oper-
ating profit are the highest in 
the company’s history.”

The Samsung figures were 
ahead of expectations, said 
Moody’s investors Service 
vice-president Gloria Tsuen, 
adding that “tight supplies in 
the semiconductor segment, 
especially DraM”, among 
others, had helped the firm’s 
performance.

analyst forecasts had aver-
aged 8.88 trillion won accord-
ing to Bloomberg News.

Samsung Electronics is the 

flagship subsidiary of the gi-
ant Samsung group, by far the 
largest of the family-controlled 
empires known as chaebols 
that dominate business in 
South Korea, the world’s 12th-
largest economy.

it is crucial to the country’s 
economic health – the con-
glomerate’s overall turnover is 
equivalent to a fifth of the na-
tional gross domestic product.

The coronavirus has 
wreaked havoc with the world 
economy, with lockdowns and 
travel bans imposed around 
the globe for many months.

But the pandemic – which 
has killed more than 2.8 mil-
lion people worldwide – has 
also seen many tech compa-
nies boom.

The worldwide move to 
working from home has seen 

consumer demand rise for 
devices powered by Sam-
sung’s chips, as well as home 
appliances such as TVs and 
washing machines.

its estimated sales for the pe-
riod were up 17.5 per cent year-
on-year to 65 trillion won.

analysts say the company 
has had a particular boost 
from rolling out its Galaxy S21 
series in January, more than 

a month ahead of the flag-
ship product’s usual annual 
launch schedule.

“Key to the success of this 
latest flagship has been its 
lower $799 starting price,” 
tracker Counterpoint re-
search said in a report.

“lower cost coupled with 
trade-in offers that essential-
ly make the S21 device free, is 
helping increase demand for 
these ‘entry-level’ flagships.”

Samsung shares were up 
0.23 per cent in morning 
trade in Seoul.

Jailed leader
The global chip-manu-

facturing industry had been 
expecting to see record rev-
enue this year, with the stay-
at-home economy persisting, 
according to Taipei-based 
market tracker TrendForce.

But power outages across 
Texas in the US – caused by 
a severe winter storm – shut 
down semiconductor factories 
clustered around austin in Feb-
ruary, including Samsung’s.

The firm said operations at its 
factory returned to almost nor-
mal late last month, but South 
Korea’s Yonhap News agency 
reported it may suffer around 
400 billion won ($357 million) 
in losses due to the shutdown.

Still, Hi investment and 
Securities in Seoul said 
Samsung’s first-quarter per-
formance will greatly ben-
efit from its mobile business, 

backed by solid shipments 
and cost control.

The tech giant is expected 
to have produced around 62 
million smartphones in the 
first quarter, with a market 
share of 18.1 per cent, accord-
ing to TrendForce.  

With the estimates, Sam-
sung is expected to reclaim 
its global smartphone market 
lead, the tracker said, after 
losing the spot to apple dur-
ing the last quarter of 2020.

“For the whole 2021, Trend-
Force expects Samsung to top 
the annual ranking” of smart-
phone brands by production, 
it added. 

But Samsung’s de facto leader 
lee Jae-yong was jailed in Janu-
ary over a sprawling corruption 
scandal that brought down for-
mer president park Geun-hye.

That ruling raised uncertain-
ty over the succession at the 
giant company after the death 
in October of his father lee 
Kun-hee, the chairman who 
turned Samsung Electronics 
into a global powerhouse.

Experts say a leadership vac-
uum could hamper the firm’s 
decision-making on future 
large-scale investments, which 
have been key to its rise.

lG Electronics shares were 
up 0.63 per cent.

Earlier this week, the firm 
said it was closing down its 
mobile phone business, after 
the division lost billions in re-
cent years. AFP

The forecast jump in operating profits was largely driven by robust smartphone sales and the launch of Samsung’s 
flagship Galaxy S21 series. AFP



Hin Pisei

P
ROLONGED stress from 
the Covid-19 epidemic 
crushed Phnom Penh’s 
retail market over the 

first quarter of this year in terms 
of rental prices, occupancy rates 
and consumer spending, a new 
report obtained by The Post on 
April 7 revealed.

CBRE Cambodia, the local 
affiliate of US commercial 
real estate services and in-
vestment firm CBRE Group 
Inc, noted in the report that 
four projects were completed 
and put up for lease, bringing 
retail space in the capital to 
nearly 500,000sqm.

The projects were The Green 
Avenue (6,864sqm) in Sen Sok 
district, TK Central (3,540sqm) 
in Tuol Kork district, View Park 
Mall (5,485sqm) in Daun Penh 
district and Boeung Snor Food 
Village (12,000sqm) in Chbar 
Ampov district.

The report lists the current 
average monthly rates at $23.61 
per sqm at “prime high-street” 
units, or down by 10 per cent 
over the fourth quarter of 2020.

Rent for “prime shopping 
mall” and “prime retail po-
dium” units remained flat 
quarter-on-quarter at $28.46 
and $24.50, respectively.

“Community mall” units, 
however, saw a 4.2 per cent up-
tick in average rates to $22.31.

The report noted that the 
occupancy rate dipped 8.6 
percentage points quarter-

on-quarter to 74.9 per cent in 
the first quarter and that cus-
tomer spending “fell sharply”.

Earlier CBRE Cambodia re-
ports revealed that occupancy 
rates in 2019 had been 89.80 
and 89.37 per cent in end-June 
and end-December, respec-
tively, prior to the pandemic.

CBRE Cambodia senior man-
ager Kim Kinkesa told The Post 
that the February 20 commu-
nity outbreak had hamstrung 
a retail market that had already 
been struggling in the first 
quarter, eroding rent, occupan-
cy rates and customer traffic – a 
trend she believes could extend 
long into the future.

Compared to the first quar-

ter of 2020, retail customer 
traffic had fallen 20 per cent 
just prior to the latest out-
break, and 47 per cent after-
wards, she said, citing data 
from Google Mobility Tracker.

“The retail market is pro-
jected to continue to be ad-
versely affected in the second 
quarter, even after the gov-
ernment introduces a series 
of measures to stave off the 
spread of Covid-19.

“However, these measures are 
paramount in completely elimi-
nating this community trans-
mission and avoiding long-term 
damage to the retail market in 
Cambodia,” Kinkesa said.

Global Real Estate Associa-

tion president Sam Soknoeun 
said the Kingdom’s retail market 
never returned to pre-pandem-
ic levels and that the February 
20 outbreak had undermined 
its recovery and slowed the 
pace of leasing activity.

And the market could re-
main on that trajectory if the 
epidemic persists, or if not 
enough people are immu-
nised, he said.

“This market will recover 
once Covid-19 is able to be 
controlled, and then, not only 
will local customers return, 
but even international tour-
ists visiting Cambodia, ca-
talysing a retail market recov-
ery,” Soknoeun said.
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Property

INDUSTRIAL property continues to 
be a hot segment for Vietnam’s real 
estate market with mounting enqui-
ries as manufacturers seek to miti-
gate risk and diversify supply chains, 
according to Savills Vietnam.

The sudden increase in lease en-
quiries for land, ready built factories, 
and warehousing has been accom-
panied by price escalations in indus-
trial zones (IZ) near major cities.

Average occupancy levels increas-
ing significantly since 2018, result-
ing in a growing supply gap and a 
clear need for additional develop-
ment in key industrial provinces.

Last year, Binh Duong was almost 
fully occupied at 99 per cent and Dong 
Nai moved up to 94 per cent. Average 
occupancies were 88 per cent in Ho 
Chi Minh City, 84 per cent in Long An 
and 79 per cent in Ba Ria-Vung Tau.

In northern areas average occupan-
cies were up to 90 per cent in Hanoi, 
95 per cent in Bac Ninh, 89 per cent in 
Hung Yen, 82 per cent in Hai Duong 
and 73 per cent in Hai Phong.

Meanwhile, lease prices were up 
13.1 per cent year-on-year to $129 
per sqm in Hanoi, 3.2 per cent year-
on-year to $96 per sqm in Hai Phong, 
and 9.2 per cent to $95 per sqm in 
Bac Ninh. This price surged by 6.4 per 
cent to $83 per sqm in Hung Yen and 
15.1 per cent to $76 in Hai Duong.

In Thanh Hoa province, the very 
competitive land lease cost of $40-
$50 per sqm supported, in 2020, 
significant investment of $349 mil-

lion in total registered foreign di-
rect investment (FDI), to rank 20th 
of the 60 provinces for FDI, Savills 
Vietnam said.

Of which, Foxconn moving into 
Thanh Hoa has ramped up appeal for 
electronic component manufactur-
ing, especially supporting suppliers 
to Foxconn. The appeal of competi-
tive land lease prices and lower cost 
of local labour is further enhanced by 
very appealing tax incentives.

Last year, Ho Chi Minh City had 
lease prices of $147 per sqm, while 
in other southern IZs, the price was 
up 4.9 per cent year-on-year to $107 
per sqm in Binh Duong, 6.5 per cent 
to $98 in Dong Nai, 7.8 per cent to 
$123 in Long An and 18.1 per cent to 
$65 in Ba Ria-Vung Tau.

Savills industrial services man-
ager John Campbell said increas-
ing prices and occupancy levels in 
key IZs in Vietnam might challenge 
multinational businesses requiring 
locations near major cities like Ha-
noi and Ho Chi Minh City.

“Rising lease prices are a growing 
concern for low value-added man-
ufacturing, or low margin indus-
tries such as textiles and furniture,” 
Campbell said. “The current rates 
are, for the most part, still acceptable 
to multinational high value manu-
facturers such as hi-tech, supporting 
industries, and automotive.”

“Should prices continue on the 
same trajectory they have been on 
since 2018, regional competitive-

ness may slide unless more indus-
trial land supply is deployed in key 
locations to accommodate demand 
and stabilise prices,” he said.

However, very low labour costs 
coupled with extremely low energy 
costs make operations in Vietnam 
the cheapest location based upon 
analysis of industrial real estate at 
54 markets in 21 countries, led by 
Hanoi, Savills Vietnam reported.

These low costs make Vietnam 
highly attractive to multinationals 
setting up operations in the country, 
but the government is actively tar-
geting higher value companies.

Savills Vietnam deputy managing 
director Troy Griffiths said: “The gov-
ernment has been investing heavily 
in all manner of infrastructure while 
promoting industrial clusters to attract 
businesses higher up the value chain.

“High levels of corporate taxation 
relief are also available to ensure 
healthy regional competition.”

Savills Hanoi director Matthew 
Powell said: “Escalating demand 
in some provinces can also be ex-
plained by new developments, new 
infrastructure, new roads, ports, and 
airports. We have seen this phenom-
enon around the world, people are 
thinking there is light at the end of 
the pandemic tunnel. We are seeing 
increasing real estate sales in many 
different countries, including the 
UK and China.”

The Department of Economic Zone 
Management announced a further 

combined 201,000ha over 561 new 
IZs are approved for master planning 
integration in addition to the 374 al-
ready established. Of these new IZs, 
the 259 utilising 86,500ha are yet to 
be established and represent 43.1 per 
cent of the total new area.

IZ infrastructure will also need to 
continue being improved. Policies, 
mechanisms, and management are 
continually being refined for great-
er efficiencies. These new projects 
and initiatives will be essential for 
accommodating the new wave of 

investments and industrial reloca-
tions, according to Savills Vietnam.

Location of the new IZs is also im-
portant as most manufacturing and 
logistics tenants still rely on key in-
dustrial provinces or tier 1 locations. 
Projects in tier 2 regions will seek FDI 
with more competitive lease prices 
and vacant supply, but more invest-
ment into supporting infrastructure 
and intermodal transport networks 
are vital to the continued develop-
ment of these emerging provinces. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s industrial property remains attractive: Savills VN

Feb 20 Covid outbreak adds 
to capital’s retail space glut

The average monthy rent for ‘prime shopping mall’ units was $28.46 in the first quarter of this year, 
unchanged from the previous quarter. SUPPLIED

Ben Cat Industrial Park in the southern Vietnamese province of Binh Duong. The 
sudden increase in lease enquiries for land, ready built factories and warehousing has 
been accompanied by price escalations in industrial zones (IZ) near major cities.
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

THE Danang Department of 
Natural Resources and En-
vironment has warned that 
the tricks of several prop-
erty speculators could drive 
up land prices in the central 
Vietnamese city after recent 
announcements of adjusted 
master planning.

To Van Hung, the munici-
pal department’s director, 
said the announcement of 
the adjusted master planning 
of the central city would be 
an important factor to make 
the real estate market robust 
again, especially the second-
ary market.

However, he warned some 
speculators were playing 
tricks to gain profits, urging 
secondary investors to study 
the projects they were plan-
ning to invest in carefully be-
fore making any decisions.

Danang aimed to have 
an appropriate land price 
framework to ensure stable 
socio-economic develop-
ment, he said.

After Danang city an-
nounced then-Prime Min-
ister Nguyen Xuan Phuc’s 
decision to adjust the city’s 
master planning on March 29, 
the real estate market showed 
signs of warming up.

Specifically, a number of 
real estate agents in Lien 
Chieu district reopened after 
a long period of closure due 
to the frozen market.

According to Ngo Van Long, 
deputy director of construc-

tion and real estate company 
Pro Star, the decision about 
the adjusted city master plan 
planning helped consolidate 
the trust of investors in the 
property market of Danang.

While other investment 
channels such as gold and 
the securities market were 
not attractive and banking 
interest rates were low, inves-
tors tended to turn to the real 
estate market for investment, 
Long said.

There were slight increases 
in land prices in Danang city 
recently and this was a rea-
sonable market development, 
he added.

According to the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
and Environment, with the 
decisions to approve the in-
vestment policies of Lien 
Chieu Port and Lang Van re-
sort complex, land prices at 
some real estate companies 
increased by around five-
to-10 per cent compared to 
before the Lunar New Year 
holiday which fell in early 
February.

Overall, the real estate mar-
ket saw slight increases in 
some areas such as Golden 
Hills and FPT projects while 
other areas did not see sig-
nificant fluctuations.

Previously, Danang People’s 
Committee issued a land 
price frame for the 2020-2024 
period about 10 per cent low-
er than 2020. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Danang warns about 
property speculators 
after master plan shift
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a BriTiSH trial of the astra-
Zeneca coronavirus vaccine 
on children has been paused, 
Oxford University said on 
april 6, as global regulators 
rush to assess its possible link 
to rare blood clots in adults.

The university, which 
helped develop the embattled 
vaccine, said in a statement 
that there were “no safety 
concerns” in the trial, but ac-
knowledged fears over a po-
tential link to clots by saying 
that it was awaiting additional 
data from Britain’s Medicines 
and Healthcare products reg-
ulatory agency (MHra) be-
fore restarting the study.

“parents and children 
should continue to attend all 
scheduled visits and can con-
tact the trial sites if they have 
any questions,” it added.

it is the latest drama to 
hit astraZeneca, which has 
been embroiled in contro-
versy over its failure to deliv-
er promised doses to the EU, 
and over the jab’s efficacy 
and safety profile.

The MHra is one of many 
bodies across the globe 
analysing real world data from 
the astraZeneca rollout to see 
if there is a definitive link be-
tween the jab and a rare form 
of blood clot, after cases were 
initially reported in Norway 
and continental Europe.

The MHra reported over 
the weekend that there had 
been 30 blood clotting cases, 
seven fatal, out of the 18 mil-
lion doses administered in 
Britain.

The European Medicines 
agency (EMa) on april 6 said 
it “has not yet reached a con-
clusion and the review is cur-
rently ongoing”.

EU Health Commissioner 
Stella Kyriakides later said the 
agency was expected to make 
its decision “late Wednesday 
[april 7]”, adding that she was 
in “close contact” with the 
EMa.

The statement came af-
ter the EMa’s head of vac-
cine strategy Marco Cavaleri 
was quoted in italian media 
as saying that there was a 
“clear” connection and that 
the agency would announce 
it within hours.

“in my opinion, we can 
say it now, it is clear there is 
a link with the vaccine,” Cav-
aleri told italy’s Il Messaggero 
newspaper in an interview. 
“But we still do not know 
what causes this reaction.”

Germany and France have 
both restricted use of the 
vaccine to older people over 
fears that younger recipients 
are potentially more at risk 
from clots.

Britain and the vaccine’s 
developers had until now re-
sisted any restrictions in its 
use, saying that there was no 
proof of any link. AFP

UK jab trial 
in kids on 
hold as clot 
link probed

italy, Greece leaders join influx 
of visitors to libya in transition
T

HE prime ministers of italy 
and Greece on april 6 joined a 
growing number of foreign 
leaders visiting libya as it 

seeks to emerge from a decade of post-
revolution chaos under a UN-spon-
sored peace process.

italy’s Mario Draghi, whose country 
was the former colonial power in the 
North african state, held talks in the cap-
ital Tripoli, making his first trip abroad 
since taking office in mid-February.

“This is a unique moment for lib-
ya,” with a new unity government in 
place, Draghi told a news conference, 
standing alongside interim prime 
Minister abdul Hamid Dbeibah.

libya’s latest government hopes to 
bring together rival forces, especially 
the two main camps in the east and 
west, that have each been supported 
by foreign powers.

parliament last month confirmed 
Dbeibah, following a UN-sponsored 
process to lead libya to December 24 
elections.

“The prerequisite for being able to 
move forward with courage is that 
the ceasefire continues and is strictly 
observed,” Draghi said, referring to 
an October deal that helped pave the 
way for the transitional government.

Draghi said it was time “to rebuild 
what is an old friendship and a close-
ness that has never been broken”.

He said italy’s embassy flew the flag 
as the “only” Western diplomatic mis-
sion to stay open through “all the long 
years of conflict” that followed libya’s 
2011 revolution which toppled dicta-
tor Muammar Gaddafi.

Migration
italy is a major commercial partner 

for oil-rich libya, where its energy gi-
ant Eni is a key player.

“We have numerous issues of com-
mon interest,” said his libyan coun-
terpart Dbeibah.

Draghi also expressed “satisfaction” 
with libya’s missions at sea to inter-
cept and rescue migrants trying to 
reach italy, some 300km north across 
the Mediterranean.

libya is a major route for migrants 
trying to reach Europe, and traffickers 
have thrived in the lawlessness that 
followed Gaddafi’s overthrow.

Greek prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis also arrived in Tripoli later 
on april 6, to reopen his country’s 
embassy, following the example of 
France and Malta.

During libya’s conflict, athens backed 

eastern strongman Khalifa Haftar, after a 
UN-recognised Government of National 
accord signed a controversial maritime 
agreement with Turkey in 2019.

athens is fiercely opposed to the 
deal with ankara, which claims much 
of the Mediterranean for energy ex-
ploration, conflicting with rival claims 
by Greece and Cyprus.

‘National reconciliation’
Dbeibah also called for European 

nations to reopen the airspace to lib-
yan aircraft.

No foreign airline currently flies to 

libya for security reasons.
international flights – to Tunisia, 

Turkey and Egypt – are operated by 
libyan companies, which do not have 
access to European airspace.

On april 5, Maltese prime Minister 
robert abela visited Tripoli where 
he announced its embassy was to 
reopen, as well as promising that air 
links would “also be restored”.

The visit by abela came a day after 
European Council president Charles 
Michel was in Tripoli, offering EU 
support for the latest bid to end the 
years of chaos. AFP

indian capital under pandemic night curfew
THE indian capital on april 6 
imposed an immediate night 
curfew one day after the 
nation posted a record coro-
navirus surge, with financial 
hub Mumbai also introduc-

ing similar restrictions.
alarm has grown since india 

passed more than 100,000 new 
cases in a single day for the 
first time on april 5.

New Delhi, home to 25 mil-

lion people, and other major 
cities have all ordered a clamp-
down on public movement.

The Delhi regional govern-
ment said the “sudden increase 
in Covid-19 cases” and “high 
positivity rate” meant a night 
curfew was needed.

The ban will be in place each 
night from 10:00pm to 5:00am 
through the end of this month, 
with only essential services or 
people travelling to and from 
vaccination centres allowed 
on the streets.

after the start of the curfew 
late on april 6, shops and street 
vendors that would usually be 
open were closed, but there 
was still a regular amount of 
night traffic on some roads.

Delhi residents have 
expressed doubts about how 
effective the night-time restric-
tions will be in reducing the 
spread of the virus.

Financial consultant arvind 
Khanna, 62, said: “Most people 
who are going to get Covid are 

going to get it in the day when 
they are out and about . . . The 
night curfew is not going to 
change anything much.”

Student angel Miyamoto, 18, 
added: “india is a very popu-
lated country and Delhi is one 
of the most populated cities in 
the world. So there really is no 
effective way. people just need 
to follow the rules – wear a 
mask, use sanitiser, keep the 
distance.”

Delhi reported 3,548 new 
positive cases on april 5, still 
below its peak of nearly 9,000 
in November, when it was one 
of the worst-hit cities across the 
nation of 1.3 billion people.

The government has so far 
shied away from a repeat of the 
nationwide restrictions imposed 
in March last year – one of the 
world’s toughest lockdowns – as 
it seeks to revive the country’s 
devastated economy.

But india’s wealthiest state 
Maharashtra, which includes 
Mumbai, on april 4 announced 

a weekend lockdown and night 
curfew on its population of 110 
million.

The state currently accounts 
for more than half of new cases 
reported each day nationwide.

Critical period
Vinod K paul, a member of 

the government advisory body 
NiTi aayog, said late on april 
6 during a health briefing that 
the next four weeks would be 
very critical for the country.

india, which has the world’s 
third-highest number of infec-
tions after the US and Brazil, 
has reported almost 12.7 mil-
lion cases and more than 
165,000 deaths.

Single-day infections have 
been rising since early February, 
when they fell to below 9,000.

according to data compiled 
by aFp, india has recorded 
more than 549,000 cases in the 
last seven days – an increase of 
40 per cent compared to the 
previous week. AFP

Libya’s interim Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah (right) and Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi give a joint press conference in the 
Libyan capital Tripoli on Tuesday. AFP

Police keep vigil at an empty street in New Delhi on Tuesday. The Indian 
capital imposed a night curfew a day after the nation posted a record 
coronavirus surge, with financial hub Mumbai introducing similar 
restrictions. AFP
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Yangon painted red in army defiance
M

YaNMar activists 
daubed roadways with 
red paint on april 6 to 
protest against the jun-

ta’s bloody crackdown on protests, 
as an online fundraising drive to 
support the movement neared the 
$10 million mark.

The country has been in turmoil 
since the military ousted civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi on February 
1, rocked by daily clashes between 
protestors and authorities that have 
left at least 570 people dead.

Ten of Myanmar’s ethnic rebel armies 
voiced support for the protest move-
ment at the weekend, stoking fears that 
the country could slide into broader 
civil conflict, while the UN has warned 
of a looming “bloodbath”.

On april 6, in the commercial 
capital Yangon, people smeared red 
paint and handprints on bus stops 
and pavements in protest at the mil-
itary’s violence.

The so-called “bleeding dye strike” 
is the latest creative method thought 
up by protestors to voice opposition 
without risking being shot or arrest-
ed by demonstrating in person.

One slogan painted on a bus stop said 
the military was being misused to pro-
tect junta chief Min aung Hlaing, and 
urged soldiers not to shoot civilians.

in the city of Hpa-an in eastern 
Karen state, youths sprayed red paint 
on the road, giving the three-fingered 
salute borrowed from the Hunger 
Games books and films that has be-
come symbolic of the movement.

Tuesday also saw rallies in the sec-
ond biggest city Mandalay, as well as in 
Karen, and Kachin state in the north.

in the southern city of Dawei, 
hundreds of people marched peace-
fully carrying yellow padauk flow-

ers, normally associated with Myan-
mar’s new year water festival which 
starts next week.

in one part of Yangon, locals or-
ganised a food sharing drive to help 
poor families struggling to make ends 
meet, encouraging people who could 
afford it to donate spare ingredients.

Meanwhile an online fundraising 
push by a group of ousted members 
of parliament from Suu Kyi’s Nation-
al league for Democracy (NlD) is 
nearing $10 million.

The Committee for representing 
pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CrpH) – the 
Burmese word for parliament – says 

the money will be used to “uproot 
the military dictatorship” and re-
store democracy.

More than 2,700 people have been 
arrested since the coup, according to 
local monitoring group assistance as-
sociation for political prisoners, which 
says at least 570 people have been con-

firmed killed, including 47 children.
The authorities have issued arrest 

warrants for 100 celebrities includ-
ing singers, models and social me-
dia influencers – most of whom are 
in hiding – accusing them of spread-
ing information that could cause 
mutiny in the armed forces. AFP

Protesters take part in a demonstration against the military coup in Mandalay on Tuesday. FACEBOOK/AFP

Close watch of 
entertainment 
venues after 
Bangkok cluster
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administra-
tion (BMA) is ensuring that entertainment 
venues and restaurants in the Thai capital 
are strictly following regulations on 
opening and closing hours to curb Covid-
19 from spreading further after a new 
cluster of cases was found relating to 
entertainment venues earlier this week.

Bangkok governor Aswin Kwanmuang 
announced on April 5 the closure of all 
entertainment venues in Khlong Toei, 
Wattana (Thong Lor and ekkamai) and 
Bang Khae districts until April 19, after 
118 people who visited entertainment 
venues in these areas tested positive for 
the virus.

BMA permanent secretary Silapasuay 
Raweesangsoon said: “We have been 
dispatching officials to inspect restau-
rants and entertainment venues such as 
pubs and bars in other districts to make 
sure they close at 9pm.

“Owners must also employ Covid-19 
preventive measures, including installing 
thermal screening checkpoints, enforc-
ing the wearing of face masks, providing 
hand sanitising gels or a washing station, 
cleaning public surfaces regularly and 
maintaining social distancing practices.

“The BMA inspected 14,166 restau-
rants, pubs and bars in the province 
from March 1 to April 1.

“During the Songkran Festival [April 
10-15], we will increase the frequency 
of inspection at bus terminals to ensure 
that people travelling to and from their 
hometowns follow Covid-19 preventive 
measures,” she added. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

CpV chief holds phone talks with russia’s putin
COMMUNiST party of Viet-
nam (CpV) General Secre-
tary Nguyen phu Trong held 
phone talks with russian 
president Vladimir putin on 
april 5, during which the 
leaders informed each other 
about recent major affairs 
and achievements of the 
two nations.

Trong told putin about the 
outcomes of CpV’s 13th Na-
tional Congress, Vietnam’s 
progress after 35 years of 
national reform, as well as 
the country’s visions, tar-
gets and orientations for fu-
ture development, among 
others.

Expressing his gratitude 
toward russia’s support for 
Vietnam, Trong stated that 
CpV and the state have al-
ways valued the traditional 
friendship and comprehen-
sive strategic partnership 
with russia. He hoped the 
bilateral ties would grow 
fruitfully for the sake of the 
two countries’ peoples, in 
contribution to regional and 
global peace and develop-
ment.

For his part, putin con-
gratulated Trong on his re-
election as General Secretary 
of the CpV Central Commit-
tee for the 13th tenure and 
Nguyen Xuan phuc on his 
election as state president.

Both leaders stressed that 
Vietnam-russia relations 
had been thriving in almost 
all fields and that the sides 

would continue taking spe-
cific measures to foster their 
cooperation in security, de-
fence, energy, oil and gas, 
economy, trade, education 
and training, and tourism.

They laid special empha-
sis on further collaboration 
in Covid-19 prevention and 
control via mutual support 

regarding vaccine research 
and production.

The leaders shared a com-
mon stance on the need 
of building healthy inter-
national relationships of 
mutual respect, friendship, 
equality, mutually beneficial 
cooperation; and settling 
disagreements through dia-

logues and peaceful mea-
sures in the current interna-
tional context.

Vietnam and russia would 
continue to collaborate 
more effectively at regional 
and international forums for 
peace, stability and develop-
ment in the asia-pacific and 
the world, they said.

The Vietnamese party chief 
took the occasion to invite pu-
tin to officially visit Vietnam 
this year and attend the clos-
ing ceremony of the Vietnam 
Year in russia and the russia 
Year in Vietnam. The russian 
president accepted the invi-
tation with pleasure. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



O
N APRIL 5, Vietnam’s legisla-
ture voted to endorse Pham 
Minh Chinh as the country’s 
next prime minister. And 

just minutes after Chinh was officially 
sworn in, Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen sent him a warm and cordial 
congratulation letter. 

“I am firmly confident that with our 
joint efforts and determination in 
working closely within both bilateral 
and multilateral frameworks, Cambo-
dia and Vietnam will be able to over-
come the current unprecedented 
challenges caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic for the best interests of our 
two countries, as well as for peace, 
stability, sustainable development 
and prosperity in the region and 
beyond,” the letter reads. 

And the direct phone call on April 6 
between the two prime ministers is a 
testimony of traditional, harmonious 
relationship based on mutual trust in 
the new chapter of close partnership 
between Cambodia and Vietnam.

Chinh, 62, was the head of the Com-
munist Party’s Central Committee for 
Personnel and Organisation – one of 
the party’s most important agencies. 
He has had an impressive long career in 
the party and the government, holding 
various posts in the Ministry of Public 
Security with a top General rank before 
being selected as the party’s Secretary 
of Quang Ninh – a strategically located 
province bordering China. 

Chinh is also highly appraised as a 
bold leader with vision and far-reach-
ing strategies. His strong leadership 
during the term there has brought 
about fast and profound economic 
development in the province through 
vigorous administrative reforms and 
effective breakthrough policies, includ-
ing unprecedented investment and 
trade incentives and quality human 
resource development measures.

With the new leadership of Vietnam 
in place, the next five years promise to 
offer new opportunities to further 
strengthen the harmonious relation-
ship between our two nations.

Cambodia and Vietnam share vast 
land and sea borders, and have a tra-
ditional relationship of solidarity and 
friendship, as loyal brothers in arms in 
our long struggle for national liberali-
sation and salvation, for freedom and 
independence, and then as reliable 
partners in development, always 
standing by and helping each other.

In fact, Cambodia is among the most 
important partners for Vietnam’s for-
eign policy, development and national 

security as a whole, taking into consid-
eration the Kingdom’s strategic geo-
graphical location, for both political 
security and economic interests. Thus, 
Cambodia plays an important role as 
one of the gateway to the west to help 
Vietnam connect with the continent by 
the Trans-Asia route, while Vietnam 
represents a bridge to help Cambodia 
get connected to the east, expanding 
international economic and trade rela-
tions through maritime routes. 

Relations between Vietnam and 
Cambodia have been constantly pro-
moted and strengthened by the leaders 
and peoples of both countries under 
the motto of “good neighbourliness, 
traditional friendship, and compre-
hensive, sustainable, long-term coop-
eration” that was agreed upon in 2005, 
thus bringing important practical ben-
efits to the two peoples. The two coun-
tries maintain regular high-level visits 
and exchanges at all levels, strengthen-
ing mutual trust and promoting coop-
eration mechanisms.

Bilateral cooperation on defence 
and security is implemented accord-
ing to the agreements signed by the 
two parties as an important pillar, 
contributing greatly to the enhance-
ment of mutual trust and creating a 
favourable environment for the devel-
opment of both countries.

One of the most important achieve-
ments in the field is the historical 
signing of the two legal documents 
recognising the demarcation of 84 
per cent of land border between the 
two countries. Both governments are 
now striving to complete the demar-
cation of the land border in the 
shortest time possible to develop a 
border of peace, stability, coopera-

tion and sustainable development. 
Economic, trade and investment 

cooperation remains a top priority for 
both countries and has achieved great 
results as well.

Vietnam is currently the third-largest 
trade partner and the fifth-largest inves-
tor in Cambodia. Bilateral trade reached 
the historic high benchmark of $5.2 bil-
lion in 2019, one year earlier than the 
target set by the two countries’ leaders. 

In 2020, despite the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the relationship 
between the two countries still 
achieved many positive results. Accord-
ing to Vietnam’s Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, up to 2020 bilateral trade 
between Cambodia and Vietnam grew 
0.84 per cent compared to 2019, to the 
tune of $5.327 billion. Vietnam’s exports 
to Cambodia were $4.149 billion, down 
5.3 per cent, while Cambodia’s exports 
to Vietnam soared to $1.178 billion, up 
30.9 per cent over 2019. 

Vietnam has 184 investment 
projects in Cambodia with a total cap-
ital of about $2.76 billion, ranking 
third among 78 countries and territo-
ries in which Vietnam has invested, 
after Russia and Laos. Vietnam started 
her Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in 
Cambodia in 2005 and since 2015 has 
initiated up to 10 projects with a total 
capital of between $30-70 million per 
year, mainly in agriculture, banking 
and telecommunications. 

According to the report of Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Planning and Investment, 
in the first two months of 2021 Viet-
nam had two capital-adjusted 
projects in Cambodia with an addi-
tional capital of $88.9 million.

The two countries also witnessed 
several developments in other sectors 

such as tourism, people-to-people 
exchange and culture, education-
training and health collaboration. 

Cooperation between relevant min-
istries, branches, localities and mass 
organisations of the two sides also 
recorded strong development.

The two countries have agreed to 
continue coordinating the implemen-
tation of the joint declarations and 
cooperation agreements, including 
the promotion of extensive informa-
tion and education among the people, 
especially the young generation about 
the counties’ traditional, time-tested 
friendship and ties, the Protocol and 
Cooperation Plan on National 
Defence and Security, and the Min-
utes of the 18th Joint Cooperation 
Committee Meeting.

Our two countries can also be 
proud of close cooperation and 
mutual support in the fight against 
Covid-19, while maintaining trade 
and investment activities, especially 
ensuring a smooth exchange of 
goods across the common border.

On the international arena, Cambo-
dia and Vietnam have always been 
trusted, close partners who support 
each other and work closely together 
for the common goods – especially 
within the framework of ASEAN coop-
eration and ASEAN-led mechanisms, 
the UN, WTO, ASEM, and Mekong 
Sub-region cooperation mechanisms 
– thus contributing to the mainte-
nance of peace, stability, cooperation 
and development around the world. 
In particular, Vietnam appreciates 
Cambodia’s wholehearted support for 
her Chairmanship of ASEAN last year, 
and is committed to working closely 
with and support Cambodia in host-
ing ASEM this year and chairing 
ASEAN in 2022, among other regional 
and sub-regional fora.

With a long tradition of solidarity 
and important cooperation and devel-
opment achievements in the past 
years – together with the political 
determination of the top leaders of 
the two countries, including Vietnam’s 
new leadership and fine personal rap-
port and trust established between 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and Chinh – 
we believe that good neighbour rela-
tions with traditional friendship, com-
prehensive and long-term sustainable 
cooperation between Cambodia and 
Vietnam will continue to be further 
nurtured in the interest of our two 
peoples, for peace, stability, coopera-
tion and development in the region 
and the world over.
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Opinion
Vu Quang Minh

High time to further strengthen 
Cambodia-Vietnam friendship 

A combination photo showing newly elected Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh 
and Prime Minister Hun Sen. afp

Vu Quang Minh is Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam to Cambodia



Lifestyle

13THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

past his peak?
South Korea’s 
drone racing  
world champ    
says so – at 18
i

n a South Korean rice 
field, the teenage drone-
racing world champion 
is preparing to defend his 

title in one of the planet’s fast-
est and highest-tech sports.

But at all of 18 years old, 
Kang Chang-hyeon fears he is 
quickly passing his prime to 
compete at top flight levels.

On the starting signal, Kang 
and his three teammates 
send their craft buzzing furi-
ously into the air and hurtling 
around an obstacle course 
set up on the bare earth in 
Hwaseong, south of Seoul.

The only human movement 
was the twitches of fingers on 
handsets, which the pilots use 
to control the aircraft while 
wearing virtual-reality goggles 
that give them a drone’s-eye 
view of the route.

Three laps and around one 
minute later, the race was over 
and the technical analysis be-
gan in a dedicated tent, with 
pilots, coaches, technicians 
and parents poring over flight 
data.

like Formula One, drone-
flying depends both on pre-
cision engineering and pilot 
skill.

racing drones are custom-
built by competitors and their 
teams, and reach speeds of up 
to 170km/h. But races are so 
close, with timings measured 
in thousandth of a second.

and it is a young flyer’s game.
lightning-fast reflexes, vi-

sual sharpness and hours of 
training are the key to success, 
according to Kang.

He says he is already fac-
ing physical decline as a new 

generation of younger rivals 
arrives, some of them still in 
primary school.

“Those qualities are the best 
in your early- to mid-teenage 
years,” said the still pimply-
faced pilot.

Kang said his reflexes were 
“inevitably” slowing with each 
passing year, and he was not 
ruling out retirement before 
turning 20.

it will be “pretty tough to 
compete against them in my 
adult years,” he said.

“i think i may not make it 
past this year.”

One 12-year-old girl already 
has him in her sights.

“When i first met Kang 
Chang-hyeon, i was in awe of 
him and it felt like a dream,” 
said Jeong ryeo-won, after 
taking part in a league round 
in the southern county of Ha-
dong.

But now she “really wants” 
to beat him: “He is my role 
model, so i hope to com-
pete against him at the world 
championships, but win.”

Split second
Only three years after first 

flying a toy drone, Kang, at 
age 16, took the world title at a 
2019 championship in China, 
where South Korean pilots 
dominated.

“Maintaining composure 
is key to winning because 
a split-second decision can 
determine the outcome of a 
race,” he said.

“Minimising your mistakes 
while staying calm regardless of 
who’s ahead of you is critical.”

Kang’s high school in rural 

Hongseong county has sought 
to capitalise on his success by 
promoting itself as a special-
ist drone school – with Kang 
as its ambassador – offering 
lessons in piloting to attract 
more pupils.

But the coronavirus pandem-
ic deprived him of the chance 
to defend his crown at the peak 
of his abilities, when the Swiss-
based Federation aeronautique 
internationale, the world gov-
erning body for air sports, was 
forced to cancel the 2020 world 
championships.

“i could have competed re-
ally well last year,” he said.

Military mission 
like other young South Ko-

rean men achieving global 
success, from pop stars BTS to 
Spurs striker Son Heung-min, 
compulsory military service 
weighs on his path.

South Korea remains tech-
nically at war with nuclear-
armed north Korea, and all 
able-bodied South Korean 
males must spend around 18 
months in the forces before 
they turn 30.

The only exceptions are for 
Olympic medallists and asian 

Games champions, along 
with the winners of some in-
ternational classical music 
competitions.

But Kang’s skills could be 
of “great value” for the armed 
forces, said his coach Kim Jae-
hong, who led the national 
team at the 2019 world cham-
pionships.

South Korea’s 555,000-strong 
military is heavily outnum-
bered by north Korea’s 1.28 
million troops.

But the South enjoys tech-
nological superiority includ-
ing, according to the defence 
ministry, a fleet of around 800 
drones for training and exper-
imental combat purposes.

“The drone units’ monitor-
ing mission is basically based 
on controlling a drone with a 
camera live feed, which is the 
same for drone racing,” the 
coach said.

“Kang and other racers can 
contribute greatly to its mis-
sion while maintaining their 
drone-control skills.” AFP

Forbes:Kim Kardashian now a billionaire
realiTy television star, influencer 
and business owner Kim Kardashian 
West is officially a billionaire, accord-
ing to an estimate from Forbes, mak-
ing her debut on the exclusive global 
list only one year after her younger 
sister Kylie Jenner fell off of it.

Kardashian West’s money comes 
from TV income and endorsement 
deals, according to the magazine, as 
well as her two lifestyle brands.

The star saw her wealth jump more 
than $200 million just since October, 
Forbes estimated, from a worth of 
$780 million last fall to $1 billion this 
spring, only five years after the mag-
azine first reported she had made 
her first $51 million.

KKW Beauty was launched in 2017, 

often releasing cosmetic products in 
partnership with her four famous 
sisters that were heavily promoted 
through social media – Kardashian 
West alone has 69.7 million Twitter 
followers and 213 million instagram 
followers.

By 2018, the company was making 
about $100 million in revenue, accord-
ing to Forbes, which has listed 2,775 
billionaires in this year’s rankings.

The 40-year-old’s most recent 
project, Skims, launched in 2019 to 
offer underwear and loungewear in 
the founder’s signature minimalist 
style, a move that proved lucrative 
during the work-from-home era.

Though the company – of which 
Kardashian owns a majority stake – 

has not disclosed revenue figures, 
Forbes has estimated its worth at 
more than $500 million.

Jenner, the youngest member of 
the Kardashian family empire, fell 
out of the Forbes rankings in 2020 
after the magazine claimed the 
23-year-old had been inflating the 
size of her own cosmetic business. 
She had been named the world’s 
youngest self-made billionaire in 
2019 at age 21.

The family’s hit reality show 
Keeping Up With the Kardashians is 
set to end this year after a 20-sea-
son run, as news also emerged ear-
lier this year that Kardashian West 
had filed for divorce from rapper 
Kanye West. AFP

Teenaged pilots controls drones as teenaged drone-racing champion Kang Chang-hyeon (centre) looks on during a training session at a rice field 
in Hwaseong, south of Seoul. AFP

Drones taking flight during a drone-racing training session at a rice field in Hwaseong, south of Seoul. AFP

US media personality Kim Kardashian West attends the 2019 amfAR Gala New York. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Member in a frame job
  5 Did a lawn chore
 10 30-day mo.
 13 Safe, on board
 14 Certain Arab
 15 Actor’s accessory
 17 Philanthropist’s errors?
 19 Change the decor
 20 The “U” in ICU
 21 Surrounded by
 23 Artificial water channel
 26 Blood clots
 28 Reddish-brown colors
 29 Chutzpah in the extreme
 30 Curiosity killed it
 33 Meet expectations?
 34 Cast your ballot
 35 Santa ___ (California city)
 36 Midmonth date
 37 Tiny parasites
 38 EPA concern
 39 Certain evergreen tree
 40 “Dirty” film character
 41 Feature of some parks
 42 Big blast maker
 43 Italian wine center

 44 Invite oneself to participate
 45 Behaves like a brat
 47 Became a figure of speech?
 48 Useless
 50 Speech problem
 51 You may get a hand here
 52 Discomfort
 58 London art gallery
 59 “What ___ thou?”
 60 Give off, as light
 61 Sandwich selection
 62 Fencing equipment
 63 Lawless of “Xena” fame
DOWN
  1 Block signals
  2 Ex-heavyweight champ
  3 “Bonjour, ___ amis!”
  4 Some ballroom dances
  5 Cinema
  6 Forget to put in
  7 Blanched
  8 Chang’s Siamese twin
  9 Renders nonfunctional
 10 Eliot’s cruel month
 11 Fine how-do-you-do
 12 Fishing poles
 16 It may cook your goose

 18 Ancient Peruvians
 22 Jell-O shaper
 23 With “short,” an unsympathetic 

rejection
 24 Introduction
 25 Doubtfulness
 26 Voyage of vanity?
 27 Buddy, in Britain
 31 Absence of societal values
 32 Random scrap
 34 Objets d’art
 37 Female massager
 38 Artillery fragments
 40 They’re sometimes felt
 41 They may have abs of stone
 44 Lifting devices
 46 Australian cry
 48 Food bit for Fido
 49 Duct product
 50 Give off intense light
 53 40 winks
 54 Pupil’s place
 55 Large flightless bird
 56 “Attack, dog!”
 57 Pig’s digs

“NERVOUS CONDITION” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Norwegian attempts 
to ski past quarantine

Carbonara Day honours  
WW2-era Italian recipe

A 
NorWegIAN who 
tried to ski around 
his country’s virus 
quarantine system 

by skiing back from Sweden 
had to be rescued after bad 
weather thwarted his expedi-
tion, emergency services said 
on April 5.

“He wanted to return to 
Norway to get hold of some 
documents, and then go back 
into Sweden, where he has a 
construction project on the 
go,” Trond Helge ronning of 
rescue group Norske Folke-
hjelp said.

“But to avoid the quarantine 
he decided to cross the bor-

der over the mountains,” said 
ronning from Tydal, a village 
near the border with Sweden.

In all, it would have been a 
40km journey over difficult 
terrain, he said. But the ad-
venturer, who is in his 50s, 
ran into bad weather after 
25km of his trek on April 4.

A local reindeer breeder 
rescued him, handing him 
over to two fishermen at a 
nearby lake, who looked after 
him until the rescue services 
arrived, said ronning.

“He was soaked through 
and he was cold,” as well as 
being annoyed and unapolo-
getic, said the rescue worker.

The rescue services took 
care of him – before handing 
him over to police for hav-
ing violated the coronavirus 
quarantine rules.

Local police said that the 
man should have got a nega-
tive Covid test to present to 
the authorities before mak-
ing the crossing – and then 
spent 10 days in quarantine 
in a hotel.

“That’s valid even for a Nor-
wegian citizen,” said a senior 
police official in the Tron-
delag district.

The man will now have to sit 
out his hotel quarantine before 
interviewed by officers. AFP

ITALIAN gourmets celebrating 
on April 6 one of the country’s 
classic pasta dishes – carbonara 
– had a simple message for 
foreigners: keep it simple, and 
don’t betray the tradition.

“The secret to a good car-
bonara . . . is more about what 
you don’t put in it, rather than 
what you put in it,” food jour-
nalist and carbonara expert 
eleonora Cozzella said.

She was speaking on the side-
lines of the launch in rome of 
the “Carbonara Day”, a once-
a-year online marathon of 
carbonara-themed events or-
ganised by Italy’s pasta-makers’ 
association.

Classic carbonara, typical of 
rome and its surrounding Lazio 
region, is made with eggs, pork 
cheek (guanciale), pecorino 
cheese and pepper. Italians get 
touchy when more ingredients 
are added to the mix.

earlier this year, a “Smoky 
Tomato Carbonara” recipe in 
the New York Times cooking 
supplement, which included 
tomatoes and replaced pork 
cheek and pecorino with bacon 
and parmesan, caused an up-
roar in Italy.

Coldiretti, a farmers’ lobby, 
called the US recipe “a disturb-
ing knockoff of the prestigious 
dish from Italian popular tra-
dition,” and complained that 
carbonara was “one of the most 

disfigured Italian recipes”.
The dish actually owes its 

origin to the US, as it was devel-
oped in rome towards the end 
of World War II, when invading 
US soldiers brought bacon to 
poor and starving Italy.

A spokesman for the pasta-
makers association, Matteo 
de Angelis, said even some old 
Italian recipes for carbonara –  
from the 1950s  –  included in-
congruous ingredients such as 

garlic and gruyere cheese.
Cozzella said she is “never 

scandalised” by unorthodox 
variations on carbonara. But 
she added: “Some versions may 
be seen as a homage, and other 
ones more as an insult.”

“The important thing is never 
to cross the line that betrays the 
spirit of the dish. The problem 
is never tradition versus inno-
vation, but tradition versus be-
trayal,” she concluded. AFP

People ski across a frozen lake in in Finse, Norway, on February 2, 2018. AFP
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The famed Italian pasta dish ‘spaghetti alla carbonara’ is served during a 
preview for the press to promote international Carbonara Day in Rome. 
AFP



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  8, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

p
ep Guardiola said 
Manchester City 
“felt the pressure” 
of expectancy in the 

Champions league as they 
needed phil Foden’s 90th 
minute winner to take a slen-
der 2-1 lead from the first 
leg of their quarter-final tie 
against Borussia Dortmund 
on april 6.

City have now won 27 of 
their last 28 games in all com-
petitions to remain on course 
for a historic quadruple of 
Champions league, premier 
league, Fa Cup and league 
Cup.

But they have failed to get 
beyond the last eight in the 
Champions league in each of 
the Guardiola’s four previous 
seasons in charge.

“We felt the pressure today, 
in this competition, at home, 
not knowing how we would 
react,” said Guardiola.

“it’s better to win than draw 
but even at 1-1 we had 90 min-
utes to do it.”

The sides will meet again in 
Germany on april 14 with the 
winners facing Bayern Mu-
nich or paris Saint-Germain in 
the last four.

Dortmund are at serious 
risk of missing out on the 
Champions league next 
season after slipping seven 
points adrift of the top four in 
the Bundesliga.

However, the visitors started 
brightly until emre Can gifted 
the ball away to riyad Mahrez 
and City launched a ruthless 
counter-attack.

De Bruyne, Foden and Mah-
rez exchanged passes before 
the Belgian tapped home from 
close range.

City thought they had a 
great chance to double their 
advantage moments later 
when rodrigo went down 
under Can’s challenge inside 
the area and referee Ovidiu 

Hategan pointed to the pen-
alty spot.

Hategan, though, rightly 
overturned his call on a Var 
review in the first of a number 
of dubious decisions from the 
romanian official.

His next big call ruled out a 
Dortmund goal when he ad-
judged Jude Bellingham to 
have fouled ederson as he dis-
possessed the Brazilian and 
tapped into an empty net just 
before half-time.

This time Var could not in-
tervene as Hategan had blown 
before Bellingham rolled the 
ball home.

“i definitely think i won 
the ball fairly,” said the eng-
land international. “it’s a bit 
frustrating at a time when 
they have so many cameras, 
they don’t let me put the ball 

in the net and check it.”

Haaland more than a goalscorer
erling Haaland was the fo-

cus of much of the pre-match 
hype with City one of a num-
ber of clubs interested in the 
Norwegian wonder kid.

The 20-year-old had failed 
to score in just two of his pre-
vious 14 Champions league 
appearances, but he spurned 
his one big chance to net early 
in the second-half.

Haaland showed great 
strength and pace to outmus-
cle and outsprint ruben Dias, 
but could not lift the ball over 
the advancing ederson.

De Bruyne was at the heart 
of all of City’s most dan-
gerous moments as Foden 
should have done better than 
fire too close to Marwin Hitz 

with the goal gaping.
The City captain then sent 

a low shot inches wide before 
once more picking out Foden, 
who saw another effort beaten 
away by Hitz.

However, City were then hit 
with a sucker punch as Haa-
land showed he is more than 
just a goalscorer.

His brilliant reverse ball re-
leased Marco reus to fire be-
yond ederson in what seemed 
a sting in the tale six minutes 
from time.

But Dortmund could not 
hold out in the closing stages 
as City pushed for a winner.

De Bruyne was the creator 
again as his cross found il-
kay Gundogan at the back 
post and his cut-back was 
swept home by a relieved 
Foden. AFP

english seek Grand National glory to stop irish control
eNGliSH trainers have been 
forced to do some serious soul-
searching since being trounced 
by their irish rivals at Chelten-
ham but hope to restore pride 
on april 10’s Grand National.

The three-day meeting at 
aintree racecourse in north-
west england, starting on april 
8, will have the irish licking 
their lips in anticipation of 

another financially rewarding 
raid.

The strong favourite for the 
National – arguably the world’s 
most famous race – is Cloth Cap, 
trained in england, which offers 
hope to the home contingent.

But irish-trained horses won 
23 of the 28 races over the four 
days of last month’s Chelten-
ham Festival, jump racing’s 

showpiece event, even though 
the english provided 60 per 
cent of the runners.

“a lot of British-based train-
ers scratched their heads and 
asked why did this happen, 
what is to be done to alter it?” 
former leading jumps jockey 
Mick Fitzgerald said.

Henry de Bromhead was a 
major thorn in the side of his 
english rivals, becoming the 
first trainer to win the “Holy 
Trinity” of races.

in an unforgettable week for 
the trainer, Honeysuckle, rid-
den by rachael Blackmore, 
won the Champion Hurdle, put 
The Kettle On triumphed in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase and Minella indo won 
the blue riband Gold Cup.

He believes one reason for 
such overwhelming success is 
the support racing receives from 
the irish government – it was 
handed a 14 per cent funding 
increase to €76.8 million ($91 
million) in the 2021 budget.

it is estimated the thorough-

bred industry employs more 
than 15,000 people and is 
worth €1.9 billion to the irish 
economy.

“We are fortunate in that our 
industry in ireland is considered 
a big one and pivotal to many 
rural businesses like black-
smiths,” De Bromhead said.

“The government is well 
aware of that and their support 
would obviously be hugely 
beneficial.”

‘Sourcing the talent’
Gold Cup and Grand Nation-

al-winning jockey Fitzgerald 
and De Bromhead agree a big 
factor is the talent coming out 
of point-to-point races.

Trainers in ireland use these as 
a nursery for horses before they 
move onto the racing circuit – 
they can also be a rich source for 
those seeking to buy talent.

“if you are buying at the top 
end of the market to race 
point-to-point in ireland 
there is a strong chance you 
find stars,” said Fitzgerald.

“if, on the other hand, you are 
buying but not the cream of the 
crop you won’t find the best 
horses. it is a case of supply and 
demand.” 

Fitzgerald says to redress the 
balance, english-based owners 
would have to back up the 
trainers by spending more.

“Nicky Henderson and paul 
Nicholls are the equals in ability 
of their irish rivals,” said Fitzger-
ald. “Same with the jockeys.

“However, no matter how 
brilliant, you are neither going 
to win races sat on your bum in 
the changing room because of 
a lack of a quality ride nor rid-
ing ordinary horses.

“irish trainers are doing a 
very good job of sourcing the 
talent, there is no two ways 
about it. if english trainers 
want to compete they have to 
buy similar quality horses from 
France or ireland.”

De Bromhead says decent 
prize money in ireland also 
helps to attract owners but 
adds notable irish patrons 

have horses in england.
Henderson’s two winners at 

the Festival, the breathtaking 
arkle Chase winner Shishkin, 
and Chantry House, who won 
the Marsh Novices’ Chase, are 
both irish-owned, by Marie 
Donnelly and Jp McManus.

Both De Bromhead and Fit-
zgerald say there is an element 
of the balance of power being 
cyclical.

But the last time the irish fin-
ished on the losing side at Chel-
tenham was in 2015. The 2019 
festival ended in a 14-14 tie.

edmond Mahony, chairman 
of europe’s premier bloodstock 
sales company Tattersalls, said 
the irish had always prized 
Cheltenham winners.

“i don’t really see this as a 
long-term trend,” he said.

“i do think it is quite revealing 
that seven of the nine handicaps 
run at Cheltenham were won by 
irish-trained horses, which i 
think points to the fact irish 
owners and trainers target this 
particular meeting.” AFP

Dortmund’s defender Manuel Akanji (left) vies with Manchester City’s midfielder Phil Foden during the UEFA 
Champions League first leg quarter-final football match on Tuesday. AFP

Matias Morla, lawyer of Argentine’s former football star Maradona, 
speaks to members of the media in November last year. AFP

Jockey Rachael Blackmore rides horse Allaho to win The Ryanair Chase 
on Day 3 of the Cheltenham Festival on March 18. AFP

lawyer blasts Maradona’s 
daughters over inheritance
DieGO Maradona’s former 
lawyer has hit back at the late 
argentine football legend’s 
daughters after his offices were 
raided by anti-fraud police, 
accusing them of abandoning 
their father.

Matias Morla and two of Mar-
adona’s daughters, Dalma and 
Gianinna, are embroiled in an 
inheritance dispute over Mara-
dona’s brand and image rights.

“Maradona was abandoned, 
that’s clear. He died alone, apart 
from the sisters with whom he 
spoke every day and [his ex-
girlfriend] Veronica Ojeda, who 
went to see him with Dieguito 
Fernando, his son,” Morla told 
america TV on the night of 
april 5.

Morla’s offices were raided on 
Monday as part of an investiga-
tion launched after Dalma and 
Gianinna made a complaint 
against the lawyer on March 12 
for fraudulent administration 
and fraud.

The two daughters asked for 
an investigation into the use of 
the Maradona brand by a com-
pany called Sattvica that is 
owned by Morla.

They accused Morla of 
“betrayal, dishonesty and 
abuse” in his management of 
Maradona’s brand and image 
rights after the star’s death.

Sattvica is currently barred 
from using the brand.

But Morla fired back at his 
accusers, suggesting the issue 

was really about money.
“Diego said: ‘The Maradona 

brand will look after my sisters, 
the image will look after my 
heirs’,” said Morla, adding that 
the 1986 World Cup winning 
captain submitted a signed 
document to that effect with a 
Dubai court in 2015 or 2016.

Dalma and Gianinna “don’t 
like me because in 2014 we took 
away their credit cards,” added 
Morla, who has locked horns 
with the two daughters for 
years.

Maradona died of a heart 
attack on November 25 aged 60 
while recovering from an oper-
ation to remove a blood clot 
from his head.

in a separate investigation, 
authorities are looking into the 
health treatment he received to 
determine whether there was 
any neglect or malpractice.

Maradona had battled 
cocaine and alcohol addictions 
during his life.

He was suffering from liver, 
kidney and cardiovascular dis-
orders when he died.

Maradona is an idol to mil-
lions of argentines after he 
inspired the South american 
country to only their second 
World Cup triumph in 1986.

an attacking midfielder who 
spent two years with Spanish 
giants Barcelona, he is also 
loved in Naples where he helped 
Napoli win the only two Serie a 
titles in their history. AFP

Manchester City on course 
to win historic ‘quadruple’
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r Madrid beat liverpool in 1st leg of 
Champions league quarter-finals
r

eal Madrid beat 
liverpool 3-1 in 
the first leg of the 
Champions league 

quarter-finals on april 6.
aFp Sport looks at three 

things we learned from a clash 
of european heavyweights in 
Spain:

Mohamed Salah suffered 
the most painful moment of 
his career in liverpool’s 3-1 
Champions league final de-
feat against real Madrid in 
2018.

Salah left the pitch in tears 
after being forced off with a 
dislocated shoulder suffered 
in a clash with real defender 
Sergio ramos.

The egypt forward would go 
on to miss that year’s World 
Cup as a result of ramos’s 
cynical foul, so when liver-
pool were handed their first 
meeting with real since that 
agonising night in Kiev, it was 
inevitable the rematch would 
be billed as Salah’s revenge 
mission.

The absence of real captain 
ramos due to injury took the 
sting out of that sub-plot and 
liverpool’s sloppy perfor-
mances ensured there would 
be no revenge for Salah.

But the 28-year-old, who an-
gered liverpool fans recently 
by refusing to rule out a fu-
ture move to real, did give his 
team a glimmer of hope in the 
51st minute.

With liverpool trailing 2-0 
after a wretched first half, 
Salah scored what could yet 
be a priceless away goal.

Salah pounced on Diogo 
Jota’s blocked shot and fired 
a low strike that bounced off 
real keeper Thibaut Courtois 
and into the net via the under-
side of the crossbar.

Real repay Zidane’s trust
real boss Zinedine Zidane is 

adamant his team have been 
unfairly criticised throughout 
a season that could yet end 
with la liga and Champions 

league glory.
although real are not the 

force they were in the glory 
days of Cristiano ronaldo, Zi-
dane still believes in his play-
ers, saying this week: “in the 
end, we deserve trust.

“Through history, this team 
turns around the things that 
have been said. We never give 
up on things. While there is a 
chance we always fight.”

Zidane’s insistence that 

players of real’s experience 
and past success should be 
trusted proved prophetic as 
they delivered a dynamic dis-
play against liverpool.

Despite the absence of cen-
tral defenders Sergio ramos 
and raphael Varane, real 
were too strong for a liverpool 
team even more erratic than 
Zidane’s men this term.

With a key showdown in 
the la liga title race against 

Barcelona on Saturday before 
next week’s second leg at liv-
erpool, real have a chance to 
silence the doubters, tempo-
rarily at least. 

and, while liverpool 
shouldn’t be written off yet, the 
groans that came with real’s 
poor start to the campaign will 
be a distant memory if Zidane 
can lead them to a 14th euro-
pean Cup and the fourth of his 
two spells in charge.

Jurgen Klopp’s decision to 
start Naby Keita instead of 
Thiago alcantara backfired 
so badly that the liverpool 
boss was forced to take the 
Guinea midfielder off before 
half-time.

Keita has been an inconsis-
tent figure for liverpool since 
arriving from leipzig in 2018, 
but Klopp felt his energy and 
dribbling ability would prove 
useful against real’s man-
marking tactics.

The 26-year-old was mak-
ing only his second Champi-
ons league start this season 
as one of three changes from 
Saturday’s 3-0 win at arsenal.

Justifying his gamble, 
Klopp told BT Sport: “i 
couldn’t avoid Naby Keita 
anymore with his perfor-
mances in training in the 
last two weeks.

“He is in a really good mo-
ment and he brings special 
things in. real kind of man-
mark, so you need dribblers 
who can turn and make the 
next situation a big advantage. 
That is Naby’s job.

“leaving Thiago out was not 
easy. it’s about how we can get 
fresh legs in.”

But Keita was so anony-
mous and real so dominant 
in midfield that, with liver-
pool trailing 2-0, Klopp opted 
to put remedy his mistake by 
replacing him with Thiago in 
the 42nd minute.

Thiago restored a little of 
liverpool’s equilibrium, but 
the damage had already been 
done. AFP 

injured Tiger doing well but keenly missed at Masters
TiGer Woods is in “decent spirits” at 
home recovering from serious leg 
injuries in a February car crash, but 
his absence from the Masters is keen-
ly felt by friendly rivals.

Four-time major winner rory Mcil-
roy and second-ranked Justin Tho-
mas, both expected to contend start-
ing on april 8 at augusta National, 
visted Woods at his South Florida 

home since he went there from the 
hospital last month.

“i went over and saw him a couple 
times last week,” Thomas said Tues-
day. “Try to go over a couple times 
during the week whenever i’m home 
and see him.

“We texted Friday morning, and he 
said it’s kind of starting to set in. He’s 
bummed he’s not here playing prac-

tice rounds with us, and we hate it, 
too.”

Woods, a 15-time major winner and 
five-time Masters champion, would 
have been at Tuesday’s Masters Cham-
pions Dinner – hosted by top-ranked 
defending champion Dustin Johnson 
– if he were not at home recovering.

“i’ll miss running up @DJohnson-
pGa’s bill at the Champions Dinner 
tonight,” Woods tweeted on the  
evening of april 5. “it’s still one of my 
favourite nights of the year.”

Woods, 45, suffered a shattered 
lower right leg and ankle in the one-
car crash near los angeles. He under-
went hours of surgery to repair the 
damage, a rod inserted into his tibia 
with screws and pins used to stabilise 
the joint.

Mcilroy, who talks of Woods making 
a comeback to play again, visited last 
month and saw Woods in much better 
condition than he expected after see-
ing photos of the car wreckage.

“it was good to see him in decent 
spirits,” Mcilroy said. “When you 
hear of these things and you look at 
the car and you see the crash, it’s like, 
you think he’s going to be in a hospi-
tal bed for six months. But he was 

actually doing better than that.
“i know he’d love to be here, and i’m 

sure he’s going to put everything he 
has into trying to be ready to play here 
next year.”

Mcilroy said pGa players who live 
nearby such as Brooks Koepka, Dus-
tin Johnson and Thomas “all have a 
responsibility to try to keep his spirits 
up and keep him going and try to get 
him back out here.”

Woods, whose 82 US pGa titles are 
level with Sam Snead for the all-time 
win record, won the 2019 Masters for 
his first major title in 11 years to com-
plete an astonishing comeback after 
multiple back surgeries.

returning from a shattered right leg 
might be an even more astounding 
feat.

“Hopefully, if his recovery goes well, 
who knows, he could be back in 12 
months’ time,” Mcilroy said.

“He’s always missed when he doesn’t 
play in these big events and that 
doesn’t change this week, whether it’s 
to do with his back or his leg or what-
ever it is.

“i know he’s at home and he’s ful-
ly focused on the recovery process, 
and i feel like he’s mentally strong 

enough to get through that.
“and once he does, broken bones 

heal, and he’s just got to take it step by 
step.”

‘He has been good’
Mcilroy was stunned to learn that 

Woods has no clue where many of 
his trophies are for non-major  
triumphs.

“i was driving home thinking how 
easy that must have felt for him to win 
all the others,” Mcilroy said. “That’s all 
i could think about on the way home. 
and i was glad he was OK too.”

Thomas watched basketball with 
Woods.

“He has been good. it has been good 
just to go hang out with him,” Thomas 
said. “We’re fortunate with the basket-
ball to just hang out and watch sports 
like we would any normal time.”

Thomas would have been a practice 
partner for Woods this week along with 
Fred Couples. Now he hopes to do what 
he can to help when he’s home.

“Dude, i’ll do anything you want,” 
Thomas said. “if you need me to help 
out with your kids, i can do that.  i’m 
here for you and i’ll help out however 
i can.” AFP

Liverpool’s midfielder Roberto Firmino (centre) challenges Real Madrid’s midfielder Casemiro (left) during the UEFA Champions League first leg 
quarter-final football match on Tuesday. AFP

Tiger Woods, recovering from his serious car accident, will not be at the Augusta
Masters on Thursday, where it all began for his prodigious career now on hold. AFP
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