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Private clinics, 
hospitals get 
nod to treat 
virus patients
Mom Kunthear

M
INISTER of Health 
Mam Bun Heng has 
reversed his previous 
decision and will now 

allow licensed private medical clin-
ics –  including maternity clinics – in 
Phnom Penh to treat Covid-19 
patients, as the number of new 
cases is far outpacing the rate at 
which patients are recovering.

In a press release dated April 25, 
Bun Heng said the decision was 
made to ease the burden on state 
hospitals. Licensed private hospi-
tals and clinics can now submit a 
request for permission to the min-
istry’s Hospital Department and 
once approved they can begin treat-
ing Covid-19 patients.

Private health clinics have to fulfill 
certain conditions in order to get per-
mission, such as having appropriate 
facilities, a parking lot, ambulances 
and the necessary medical equip-
ment, a medical laboratory with 
proper equipment, a system to pre-
vent the spread of the disease and a 
system to dispose of medical waste 
as well as rooms or a ward that can 
be safely isolated and a well-equipped 
emergency room with trained doc-
tors and medical workers.

All of the authorised private health 

clinics and hospitals will have to 
submit regular reports to the health 
ministry.

Previously, on March 30, Bun 
Heng had issued an announcement 
warning that all private clinics that 
perform Covid-19 tests and treat-
ments would face legal action.

The new decision comes as Cam-
bodia records daily increases of 
hundreds of new cases, far outnum-
bering the pace of recoveries which 
typically take about two weeks to 
complete even for minor or asymp-
tomatic cases.

Prime Minister Hun Sen said recent-
ly that the number of cases had now 
exceeded the capacity of state hospi-
tals in Phnom Penh. Standard Operat-
ing Procedures previously established 
for home-based treatment have also 
been put into practice.

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Administration has also revised its 
compulsory Covid-19 testing 
requirement for all residents in the 
red zones – where residents are for-
bidden from leaving their homes – 
just one day after its earlier 
announcement which mandated 
testing for everyone and raised the 
threat of legal actions against any-
one who failed to comply.

Ban on inter-provincial travel, 
tourism resort closures lifted

Fire at Iraqi Covid hospital kills more than 80, sparks anger

Mom Kunthear

THE government on April 25 decided 
to lift the inter-provincial travel ban and 
the closures of tourist attractions across 
the country, effectively immediately.

The travel ban and closures of all 
resorts were imposed on April 6 and 
April 17 respectively in a bid to curb 
the spread of Covid-19, especially 
over the Khmer New Year holiday.

“This does not apply to Phnom Penh 
or Kandal’s Takmao town, which remain 

in lockdown and under the jurisdic-
tions of the Phnom Penh municipality 
and Kandal provincial administration,” 
said the announcement signed by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen.

Spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Justice Kim Santepheap took to Face-
book to explain that travel from one 
province to another is permitted, but 
travelling to Phnom Penh and Kan-
dal’s Takmao town or even crossing 
through those areas is still not allowed 
as lockdown remains in place.

“Traveling through Phnom Penh 
and Takmao is permitted only for 
emergency rescues, necessary and 
urgent public services, travel related 
to security and public order, cargo 
transportation and other limited 
exceptions,” he said.

Phnom Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng reminded all authori-
ties within the city to strictly enforce 
the lockdown order.

A FIRE that ravaged a Covid-19 
hospital in Iraq’s capital killed 
82 people in the early hours of 
April 25, sparking angry calls 
for officials to be sacked in a 
country with long-dilapidated 
health infrastructure.

Many of the victims were on 
respirators when the blaze at 
Baghdad’s Ibn al-Khatib hos-
pital started with an explosion 

caused by “a fault in the stor-
age of oxygen cylinders”, med-
ical sources said.

Flames spread quickly across 
multiple floors in the middle of 
the night, as dozens of relatives 
were at the bedsides of the 30 
patients in the hospital’s inten-
sive care unit where the most 
severe Covid-19 cases are treat-
ed, a medical source said.

“The hospital had no fire pro-
tection system and false ceilings 
allowed the flames to spread to 
highly flammable products,” 
Iraq’s civil defence arm said.

Many “victims died because 
they had to be moved and were 
taken off ventilators, while the 
others were suffocated by the 
smoke,” it added.

The country’s human rights 

commission called on the prime 
minister, who has so far sus-
pended several officials, to fire 
Health Minister Hassan al-Tami-
mi and “bring him to justice”, as 
anger swelled on social media.

At least 23 deaths were report-
ed by medics in the immediate 
aftermath of the fire, with an 
official toll of 82 killed and 110 
wounded announced later by 

the interior ministry.
Videos on social media showed 

firefighters battling to put out the 
blaze as patients and their rela-
tives tried to flee the building.

“It was the people [civilians] 
who got the wounded out,” 
Amir, 35, told reporters, saying 
he saved his hospitalised broth-
ers “by the skin of his teeth”. 

Iraq’s hospitals have been 

worn down by decades of con-
flict and poor investment, with 
shortages of medicines and 
hospital beds. 

Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhemi called for an investiga-
tion into the cause of the blaze and 
declared three days of national 
mourning. Parliament announced 
it would devote its Monday ses-
sion to the tragedy. AFP
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Voun Dara

MINISTRY of Education, Youth and 
Sport spokesman Ros Soveacha told 
The Post on April 25 that the ministry 
had suspended in-person instruction 
at public and private education insti-
tutions nationwide from until further 
notice. The suspension originally 
went into effect on March 20, 2021.

“At this time, students should con-
tinue learning at home through the 
digital forums approved by the Min-
istry of Education,” he said.

Soveacha said the ministry was 
calling on all parents to help their 
children learn online, listen to edu-

cational programmes on the radio, 
read books and engage with other 
new methods and technologies for 
distance or home learning.

“Obviously, parents should spend 
time staying at home with their chil-
dren and they should read books to 
their children. In turn, their children 
should read books back to them on 
topics they are interested in and that 
are appropriate for their grade level, 
in addition to the reading they do in 
their lesson books,” he said.

Soveacha also requested that parents 
allow their children to do some enter-
taining activities like draw pictures, 
exercise, and find fun ways to do home-

work such as making a game of it, 
according to the best of their ability.

However, Soveacha warned, don’t 
let them leave home to do anything 
unnecessary. He also mentioned that 
students must sleep well each night 
and be sure to drink enough water to 
stay hydrated.  

Soveacha also reminded all stu-
dents and parents to follow the three 
protections and three don’ts and to 
obey all of the lockdown measures 
scrupulously.

Soveacha suggested some home 
learning resources for students 
online, such as:  

elearning.moeys.gov.kh; youtube.

com/moeyscambodia; facebook.
com/moeys.gov.kh; youtube.com/
eccdcambodia.

He further mentioned that on TVK2 
the Ministry of Information had edu-
cational programming, as does the 
app from the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications and the app 
from the Union of Youth Federations 
of Cambodia. There is also a private 
business called e-learning Cambodia 
providing home lessons.

www.phnompenhpost.com

check the post website 
for breaking news

Lay Samean

A 49-YEAR-OLD man with the 
honourific Oknha was arrested 
on April 24 for using an illegal 
licence plate on his car.   

The arrest was made after 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport referred the 
case to the National Police for 
legal action as the ministry 
does not issue this type of 
licence plate and considers it 
to be illegal.

Russey Keo district police 
detained the  oknha, Pen Lim, 
along with his Toyota crosso-
ver bearing the plate “Kam-
puchea, HE Okhna Pen Lim” 
with an attached Cambodian 
People’s Party logo. 

“The man also admitted his 

mistake and removed the 
licence plate. He signed a letter 
promising not to repeat the 
offence and publicly apologised 
for using the plate. He also made 
a video apologising for using 
inappropriate words on social 
media,” authorities said.

“Due to high blood pressure, 
death on one side of the fam-
ily and taking psychotropic 
drugs, and after education, 
making a contract and apolo-
gising, the police allowed him 
to return home,” said the 
National Police’s website.

In the video, Pen Lim said: 
“Because I was angry with my 
subordinate, who used to live 
with me but then went to work 
in Thailand. He posted my 
licence plate to the ministry … 

so, I would like to deeply apol-
ogise for being so angry. It was 
because my mental illness is 
worsening.

“As for the licence plate, I 
have removed it and from today 
I will stop using it,” he said.

The Post could not reach the 
Russey Keo police chief for 
comment.

The ministry’s secretary of 
state Kong Vimean told The 
Post that the licence plate was 
for seeking attention.

“Using such license plates is 
detrimental to a state institu-
tion; the ministry does not 
have a policy to officially use 
such licence plates. Their use 
is illegal,” he said.

“Secondly, the CPP does not 
allow anyone to use the party’s 

logo for private or personal gain, 
such as this case,” he said.

According to Vimean, the 
police had previously provided 
Lim with education and guidance 
in 2020 for the same infringe-
ment, but recently he used the 
same licence plate again.

“In March 2020, this case was 
reported to the Phnom Penh 
municipal police to resolve the 
problem at that time. Sud-
denly, he uses it again. There-
fore, people wrote a complaint 
to the ministry, and we sent 
this case to the relevant author-
ities and resolved it immedi-
ately,” he added.

At the same time, he called 
on individuals who buy cars as 
gifts for pagoda chiefs to regis-
ter the licence plate correctly to 

avoid driving the car illegally.
“People who buy a car for 

monks must register the car 
properly and make the license 
plate legal before handing it 

over to the chief monk as he 
may not know how to do it. Just 
registering the car in the pago-
da’s name is not in accordance 
with the law,” he added.

Continued from page 1

According to the new instruc-
tions released on April 24, now 
only those who have had con-
tact with infected patients or 
are living in high-risk areas 
have to be tested.

“Testing in the red zone is 
now required for those who 
have had direct and indirect 
contact with Covid-19 patients, 
those who live the areas with 
a high number of positive 
cases, those who have tem-
peratures, a cough, sneezing, 
difficulty breathing or anyone 
else who thinks that they may 
have contracted the virus,”  
municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng said in the new  
|directive.

For those who have to be 
tested such as elderly people, 
pregnant women, women who 
just delivered babies, people 
with disabilities or those with 
chronic illnesses – they have 
to inform their local village 
and commune authorities 
who will then inform the front-
line workers. They will then 
come and collect the samples 
at a location convenient to the 
patient’s residence.

S e p a r a t e l y,  B a n t e a y 
Meanchey provincial governor 
Um Reatrey has designated 
some areas in Samaki village 
and Kbal Spean I village in Poi-
pet commune of Poipet town 
as Red Zones a day after the 
town was put under lock-
down.

All travel is banned and peo-
ple must stay in their homes 
except for those going to get 
tested, vaccinated or in need 
of medical treatment.

“Those who violate this 
order will be arrested and sent 
to court to face the law, up to 
and including imprisonment 
and fines,” Reatrey said.

Banteay Meanchey deputy 
provincial governor Ros Soph-
any said she could only con-
firm that four Covid-19 cases 
were recently found in Poipet 
town. However, local media 
outlet Fresh News reported on 
April 25 that a total of 126 cas-
es had been recorded there 
and most of them were Indo-
nesian nationals.
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Directive on 
Covid test for 
people in red 
zones revised

Gov’t providing aid to populous amid 
lockdown, but timely delivery an issue 
Mom Kunthear

M
INISTER of 
Economy and 
Finance Aun 
Por nmoniroth 

has recently established five 
ad-hoc working groups to 
form a strategic framework 
and policies on social assis-
tance intervention in order to 
help people bear the impacts 
of the lockdown.

In an announcement on 
April 24, Pornmonirith said 
the ad-hoc working groups 
are tasked with identifying 
and designating locations for 
social intervention assistance 
to be carried out.

The working groups have to 
prepare mechanisms for im-
plementing the interventions 
by making determining what 
the government’s options 
are for rendering assistance, 
what types of intervention 
would be most appropriate 
and how much can assistance 
can be provided to the target 
populations.

The NGO World Vision Cam-
bodia has – in collaboration 
with local authorities –  de-
livered food assistance to 527 
poor and vulnerable families in 
the capital in the districts of Sen 
Sok, Por Senchey, Chbar Am-
pov, Dangkor and Prek Pnov. 
The food assistance included 
3.5 tonnes of rice, canned fish, 
fish sauce and other groceries.

World Vision’s manager in 
Cambodia Heam Chetra said 
that his NGO could relieve 
the burden of hunger from 
people in need and help keep 
them from starvation, partic-
ularly children.

“We want to see more and 

more people join with World 
Vision to help their fellow 
Cambodians. I believe that we 
all can help the poor people 
who are going through this 
crisis and in greatest need of 
assistance,” he said.

For the people in the red 

zones in the capital, Phnom 
Penh municipal hall spokesper-
son Meth Meas Pheakdey said 
the government is preparing to 
release food assistance for them 
and that they should be patient 
and not worry about it.

“The municipal hall has al-

ready received the food assis-
tance from the Prime Minster 
to deliver to the people in the 
red zones of the lockdown area. 
We are delivering that assistace 
to them,” he said on April 23, 
adding that more than 400,000 
people had already 

garment workers receive food assistance in phnom penh’s Meanchey district amid the ongoing lockdown. yousos ApdoulrAshim

the crossover bearing the illegal plate ‘kampuchea, he okhna pen 
Lim’ with an attached cambodian people’s party logo. police

Educational institutions told to transition online

Okhna nabbed for illegal car license plate



Orm Bunthoeurn

PEOPLE waiting for their second 
dose of Covid-19 vaccine have been 
asked to be patient and not rush for 
a shot before their scheduled appoint-
ment as it could cause congestion at 
vaccination centres and possibly 
spread the virus, Ministry of Health 
spokeswoman Or Vandine said.

Vandine, who is also head of the 
ad-hoc national commission on 
Covid-19 vaccination programme, 
urged people to follow the commis-
sion’s announcement.

“It means that if your first dose was 
on April 1, then please come on April 
20 for the second dose. For those vac-
cinated on April 2, 3, 4 or 5, please do 
not come as it could create conges-
tion which could lead to a high risk 
of transmission of Covid-19. Maybe 
we have not had the second dose yet, 
but [a person] turns out to be infect-
ed with Covid-19,” she said.

She noted that people were worried 
about shortages of the vaccine for a 
second dose, so they have rushed to 
get injected without following the 
appointment date.

However, she claimed that second 
doses for Covid-19 vaccine are not in 
short supply, so people should not 
worry.

“Due to people’s concerns, many 
people come for a vaccine which 
leads to congestion. It means they 
don’t come on the right date… and 
exceeds the number that medical 
teams could inject in one day,” she 
said.

Vandine also asked people who get 
vaccinated to follow the correct 
health procedures to protect them-
selves and medical teams providing 
vaccines so there is no risk of trans-
mission.

Vandine also expressed concern 

about another outbreak, which could 
occur when the lockdown is lifted, 
and people go out in large numbers 
without proper protection.

“Once the lockdown is lifted, peo-
ple could leave the house. Please 
continue to use protection because 
that is a concern. Another concern is 
that when people go out of the house, 
it could trigger a new outbreak,” she 
said.

“Staying at home is a good option 

to prevent the transmission of Covid-
19,” Vandine wrote on Sunday.

“It is imperative that we prepare in 
advance before we move out of the 
lockdown, otherwise another out-
break could happen and be more 
dangerous than today,” she said.

Vandine stated that everyone was 
exhausted. What would happen if 
there was another outbreak?

“If individuals and communities do 
not work together to prevent a recur-

rence of the Covid-19 virus after 
walking out of the lockdown, I almost 
do not dare to think about that. But I 
must warn you in advance all about 
these points,” she said.

According to Vandine, people can 
be safe from infection if everyone can 
change their behaviour.

As of April 25, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 9,975 Covid-19 
cases, with 6,495 undergoing treat-
ment and 75 confirmed fatalities.

Continued from page 1

“Let me make it clear right now – 
the lockdown of Phnom Penh and 
Takmao town remains unchanged. 
Therefore, the Phnom Penh police 
and Phnom Penh military police will 
continue to strictly enforce the lock-
down order,” Sreng said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial governor 
Khuoch Chamroeun – who also 
imposed a lockdown on Sihanoukville 
–  said travel across his province is 
allowed through Kampong Sela dis-
trict bordering with Kampot’s Prey 
Nob district and in Stung Hav district. 
But entering Preah Sihanoukville is 
completely forbidden.

Similarly, Kep provincial governor 
Som Piseth instructed his authorities 
and armed forces to allow travel 
through his province without stopping 
and required all travellers to practice 
the recommended health measures.

The Phnom Penh municipal admin-
istration has decided to temporarily 
close all state-run markets and other 
improvised ones – such as those around 
factories, hospitals and residential 
areas – for 14 days, effective through 
May 7, in order to stop the disease from 
spreading further. All vendors, security 
guards and market staff who were at the 
markets from April 17 onward have to 
undergo mandatory Covid-19 testing 
at designated locations.

“Those who refuse to have their 
samples taken for testing as the 
Phnom Penh administration directed 
will not be allowed to continue their 
business or enter the markets when 
the markets re-open,” Sreng said.

Victims of natural  
disasters, Covid 
in Battambang 
get assistance

THE Battambang Provincial Admin-
istration was provided with 200 
million riel ($50,000) through the 

Ministry of Interior to assist residents 
affected by natural disasters and 
Covid-19.

“I would like to donate 200 million 
riel . . . to help ease the shortages of 
residents affected by the spread of 
Covid-19,” interior minister Sar Kheng 
said in a letter to provincial governor 
Nguon Ratanak on April 23.

Sar Kheng, who also heads the govern-
ment working group for the province, 
also told the provincial governor to 
manage the budget and work with the 
government to assist residents who are 
encountering difficulties.

Ratanak told The Post on April 25 
that he had organised for some of 
the money to be used by the working 
group to buy zincs, 20 tonnes of milled 
rice and other food for distribution to 
more than 200 families affected by 
rainstorms and lighting strikes and 
other impoverished families affected 
by Covid-19.

“At this time, I am leading the police 
and the humanitarian working group to 
distribute food and other material.

“The houses of more than 200 impove-
rished families damaged by rainstorms 
will be repaired,” he said.

He added that in 2020, Sar Kheng 
had donated more than 600 tonnes of 
food including milled rice which was 
distributed to impoverished families 
affected by the floods and rainstorms. 
Khouth SophaK ChaKrya

3THE PHNOM PENH POST  APrIL  26, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

National

Voun Dara

P
rIME Minister Hun Sen sug-
gested three practical steps 
towards a solution for the 
Myanmar crisis during the 

special ASEAN summit on Myanmar 
held on April 24 in Jakarta, Indonesia.

The summit was initiated by Indo-
nesian President Joko Widodo and 
Brunei’s Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, 
the current ASEAN Chair.

With many lessons learned from his 
win-win policies having successfully 
achieved a lasting peace and recon-
ciliation between all warring sides 
in Cambodia, Hun Sen proposals 
emphasised the paramount impor-
tance of a cessation of violence on all 
sides and the exercise of the utmost 
restraint from all stake holders.  

He suggested that Myanmar ac-
cept active intervention on the 
ground there by ASEAN starting 
with the dispatch of a special envoy 
to Myanmar from ASEAN to facili-
tate mediation and to help coordi-
nate humanitarian assistance from 
ASEAN’s member nations.

He said that those three steps 
would contribute greatly to realising 
the Five-point Consensus of April 
24, according to Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Coopera-
tion’s press statement.

“He emphasised the importance of 
trust building and political commit-
ment from all parties in Myanmar to 
accommodate each other’s concerns 
and to make the primary objective 
there an end to all bloodshed and 
achievement of a durable peace and 
harmony,” the statement said.

The ASEAN leaders had earlier 
reached a five-point consensus on 
steps to de-escalate tensions in 
Myanmar in order to enable con-
structive dialogue and gradually 
move towards a peaceful solution.

The consensus included ending all 
acts of violence, constructive dialogue 
among all parties concerned in the 
interests of the people and dispatch-
ing the ASEAN Chair’s special envoy 
to facilitate a dialogue process.

They also suggested provision of 

humanitarian assistance through 
the ASEAN Coordinating Center for 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disas-
ter Management (AHA Center), with 
a visit to Myanmar by the special en-
voy to meet all parties concerned.

Kin Phear, director of the Interna-
tional relations Institute at the royal 
Academy of Cambodia said the broad 
consensus achieved by ASEAN leaders 
was a good start towards a solution.

“We rarely have seen a consensus 
among ASEAN leaders regarding the 

internal affairs of another member 
state,” he said.

The result of the summit, he said, 
shows the central role that ASEAN 
could play in stopping Myanmar’s 
domestic crisis before it can develop 
into a regional one. The ASEAN in-
tervention could also help to prevent 
interference from the two global su-
perpowers – China and USA –  who 
are currently vying to gain an upper 
hand over each other in Southeast 
Asian regional geopolitics.

Phnom Penh, 
Takmao town 
to remain in 
strict lockdown

Ministry urges patience for second Covid shot

PM suggests steps for Myanmar 

ASEAN leaders at their unofficial summit in the Indonesian capital Jakarta. aFp

Teachers wait to receive their second dose of Covid-19 vaccine in Phnom Penh’s . hEaN raNGSEy



Prime Minister Hun Sen. SPM

1,177 prisoners 
get transferred 
from T Khmum 
to Kampong 
Cham province

A TOTAL of 1177 inmates, 
including 67 women, from 
an old prison in Chiro 

commune’s Tuol Vihear village of 
Tbong Khmum province’s Tbong 
Khmum district have been trans-
ferred to a newly built prison in 
Kampong Cham province. Police

A total of 1177 inmates, including 
67 women, from an old prison 
in Chiro commune’s Tuol Vihear 
village of Tbong Khmum province’s 
Tbong Khmum district have been 
transferred to a newly built prison 
in Kampong Cham province.

General Department of Prisons 
spokesman Nouth Savna said the 
transfer went smoothly with an 
escort of 162 police officers from 
relevant units.

“They all are safe now in the 
new prison in Kampong Cham,” 
he said.

He said the new facility has 
seven buildings on 4ha of land in 
Prey Chhor district’s Mien com-
mune, about 20km from the Kam-
pong Cham Provincial Court. 

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A total of 1177 inmates, including 
67 women, from an old prison 
in Chiro commune’s Tuol Vihear 
village of Tbong Khmum province’s 
Tbong Khmum district have 
been transferred to a newly 
built prison in Kampong Cham 
province. Police
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pM observes World Malaria Day, 
noting Kingdom’s 71% case drop
Lay Samean

p
riME Minister Hun 
Sen has called on all 
government authori-
ties at all levels to 

continue their support for the 
Ministry of Health’s mission 
to carry out the National Stra-
tegic plan for Elimination of 
Malaria in Cambodia (2011-
2025). Cambodia achieved a 
71 per cent in malaria cases 
compared to 2019.

The call came on World Ma-
laria Day, observed annually 
on april 25 to raise awareness 
about malaria and the im-
pacts it has on the health of 
people around the globe.

Hun Sen issued a letter 
observing malaria day and 
voicing support for all of the 
activities that are being car-
ried out to raise public aware-
ness about malaria across 
the country, especially in at-
risk places such as rural and 
mountainous areas.

“it is true that malaria not 
only affects personal health 
but also family finances due 
to the costs of treatment,  loss 
of jobs and productivity and 
even the loss of lives. all of this 
adds up to a seriously negative 
socio-economic impact on the 
nation,” the letter read.

“We all need to continue to 
pay attention to the problem 
of malaria and not overlook it,” 
he said, adding that addition-
ally, Cambodia is in its second 
phase of eliminating malaria 

according to its strategic plans.
Svay rieng provincial health 

department director Ke ratha 
told The post that the number 
of malaria cases in his province 
has decreased significantly year 
to year due to public awareness 
and timely treatment.

“Before, there were many cas-
es, but now they have declined a 

lot. Most of the malaria-affected 
areas are in romeas Hek district 
as it has very thick forests.

“But now malaria is less 
prevalent due to preven-
tion efforts. people are more 
aware about resting inside of 
mosquito nets,” he said.

National Malaria Control 
program’s annual report in-

dicates that Cambodia hasn’t 
had any deaths from malaria 
from 2018 to the present, 
which was one of the key goals 
of the government’s program.

The report said that in 2020 
there were 9,227 malaria cases 
which was a 71 per cent de-
cline  compared to 2019 cases.

“Even though the war 

against malaria is achieving 
great results, we must in-
crease the efficiency of our 
methods  and eliminate the 
source of the disease. The ae-
des aegypti mosquito contin-
ues to be present in our forests 
ready to suck people’s blood 
and spread malaria with every 
bite,” Hun Sen said.

A boy gets vaccinated against malaria in Kakab commune of Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey district. HeNG cHiVoAN

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

priME Minister Hun Sen will 
deliver his speech about the 
impact of Covid-19, vaccines 
against the disease and the gov-
ernment’s recovery plan during 
the 77th session of the UN Eco-
nomic and Social Commission 
for asia and the pacific (UN-
ESCap) on april 26.

He has been invited by UN-
ESCap undersecretary-general 
armida Salsiah alisjahbana to 
deliver an opening speech in 
the format of a pre-recorded 
video to be held in Bangkok, ac-
cording to a press statement of 
the Ministry of Foreign affairs 
and international Cooperation.

“Samdech Techo prime 
Minister’s [Hun Sen] speech 
will focus on the impact 
of Covid-19 on the global 

economy; the urgent need 
of Covid-19 vaccine; and the 
recovery plan from the Covid-
19 crisis,” the statement said.

Held under the theme 
“Building Back Better from 
Crises through regional Co-
operation in asia and the pa-
cific”, the forum will discuss 
ways to boost regional coop-
eration and connectivity and 
to build resilience in different 
crises, taking into account 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
recovery from its socio-eco-
nomic impact.

The session will also review 
the implementation of the 2030 
agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment in asia and the pacific.

ly Thuch, president of the 
National Committee for ES-
Cap (NC-ESCap), will also 
participate in the session.

Hun Sen to discuss Covid, 
recovery plan at UN forum 

labour ministry announces second 
Covid jab for workers in red zones
Mom Kunthear

WOrKErS in the garment, 
footwear and textile sectors  
who have received their first 
dose of Covid-19 vaccine were 
asked to return for their second 
shot from april 25 to May 6, the 
Ministry of labour and Voca-
tional Training announced.

Ministry spokesman Heng 
Sour, who is also head of the 
Covid-19 vaccination sub-com-
mission for the labour minis-
try, said workers near the Tuol 
pongro area and Veng Streng 
Street – which have been des-
ignated as red Zones where 
residents are strictly forbidden 
from leaving theri homes – in 
phnom penh’s por Sen Chey 
and Meanchey districts can re-
ceive their second shot at the 
Canadia industrial park Market 
and the iSi industrial park.

“Medical professionals will 
begin administering second 
does to brothers and sisters 
at those vaccination sites,” he 
said, adding workers who had 
the first shot and are in the area 
and Veng Streng Street could 
also return for a second one on 
the afternoon of april 26.

“The sub-commission of the 
labour ministry is organising 
sites for second doses in 10 dis-
tricts in phnom penh, especial-
ly in the districts of Meanchey, 

Kamboul, Dangkor, russey Keo 
and also two districts of Kandal 
province,” he said.

Sour added that the sub-
commission would work with 
the national Covid-19 vaccina-
tion commission as well as rel-
evant parties so that medical 
workers in each district could 
administer second doses.

He called on workers wait-
ing for their second shot to be 
patient and comply with lock-
down orders. The ministry on 
april 7 administered the first 
shots to factory workers, focus-

ing on priority areas.
Sour said that on april 29, the 

ministry will prepare second 
doses for workers in the Vat-
tanac ii industrial park area on 
National road 3, the phnom 
penh Special Economic Zone 
and other factories which were 
not located in a red zone.

in addition to these main 
areas, the ministry is contact-
ing factories around phnom 
penh and Kandal province not 
located in lockdown areas for 
other workers to get the first 
jab. The ministry will focus on 

Kandal province’s ang Snuol, 
Kandal Stung, Khsach Kandal, 
Mok Kampoul, and ponhea 
leu districts. Vaccinations will 
be prepared for workers in 
those districts next week.

The ministry will expand 
the scope of vaccinations to 
other provinces such as preah 
Sihanouk, Svay rieng and 
Takeo. These provinces have 
been prioritised after phnom 
penh and Kandal.  From april 
7-16, a total of 88, 899 workers 
and employees had been vac-
cinated against the disease.

Garment worker get their first dose of Covid-19 vaccine in Phnom Penh. HeAN rANGSey



The former RCAF lieutenant general and his five accomplices were arrested on April 21 while smuggling 28 
Chinese nationals from Phnom Penh to Svay Rieng province. Pov and his accomplices face up to 26 years in 
prison and a fine of up to 12 million riel ($2,500) if found guilty. Police

Prime Minister Hun Sen and Indonesian President Joko Widodo during the unofficial ASEAN summit. SPM

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE two-star military gen-
eral who has been dismissed 
from the Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces after being 
arrested in Svay Rieng prov-
ince for smuggling 28 Chinese 
nationals in violation of the 
government-imposed travel 
ban was placed in pre-trial 
detention on April 24.

Sum Pov, who served as the 
deputy chief of the Military 
Strategy Research Team of the 
army’s infantry, and his five ac-
complices have been charged 
on three counts, according to 

Svay Rieng provincial court 
spokesman Tep Phalla.

Phalla told The Post that the 
six had been charged with hu-
man trafficking and conspir-
ing under articles 13 and 15 
of the Law on Suppression of 
Human Trafficking and Sexual 
Exploitation and Article 29 of 
the Criminal Code; instigat-
ing the illegal use of uniforms 
for the public authorities un-
der articles 28 and 612 of the 
Criminal Code; and using 
falsified public documents 
under Article 79 of the road 
traffic law and Article 630 of 
the Criminal Code.

They face up to 26 years in 
prison and a fine of up to 12 mil-
lion riel ($2,500) if found guilty.

The former RCAF lieutenant 
general and his five accom-
plices were arrested on April 
21 while smuggling 28 Chi-
nese nationals from Phnom 
Penh to Svay Rieng province.

Before his arrest, Pov had 
received a mission letter from 
his superior authorising him to 
travel through the capital and 
province from April 1 to May 30.

After receiving the letter, Pov 
facilitated the smuggling but 
they were intercepted by Svay 
Rieng provincial police.

National 
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PRiME Minister Hun Sen 
has reaffirmed Cambodia’s 
adherence to non-interfer-
ence principle regarding the 
ongoing Myanmar crisis, but 
supported mediation by the 
ASEAN chair, ASEAN sec-
retariat and other ASEAN 
member states toward a con-
structive dialogue among 
relevant stakeholders.

Hun Sen made the remarks 
during an unofficial ASEAN 
summit initiated by indone-
sian President Joko Widodo 
and Brunei’s Sultan Has-
sanal Bolkiah, the current 
ASEAN Chair. Notably ab-

sent from the summit – held 
in the indonesian capital Ja-
karta and primarily touched 
on the Myanmar crisis – were 
the Philippines, Thailand 
and Laos.

in his Facebook post, Hun 
Sen said Cambodia supported 
the creation ASEAN’s special 
envoy to develop an enabling 
environment for negotiations 
in a constructive manner to 
solve the Myanmar crisis. The 
prime minister suggested that 
the bloc consider turning to 
the ASEAN Troika mechanism 
to facilitate a private dialogue 
among relevant parties.

“if there is mediation, the 
parties in conflict can find a 

peaceful solution. No party 
wants to see bloodshed and 
loss of lives.

“As an ASEAN member state, 
Cambodia is always ready to 
join other ASEAN nations to 
help Myanmar return to nor-
mal, in any forms possible in 
line with the ASEAN principle 
and that are acceptable to all 
parties,” Hun Sen said.

The summit was held as 
demonstrations against the 
military coup in Myanmar 
raged on, with at least one 
person killed, adding to the 
more than 700 lives lost since 
civilian leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi was ousted, according to 
the Agence France-Presse.

Hun Sen calls for ASEAN Troika 
mediation in Myanmar crisis 

Herd of Eld’s Deer 
caught on camera 
in Kratie sanctuary

Disgraced general charged on 3 
counts for smuggling foreigners 

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

W
iLDLiFE researchers 
from the Ministry of 
Environment – along 
with the Kratie provin-

cial environment department – are 
pleased to report that their camera 
traps in Kratie province’s Sambo 
Wildlife Sanctuary have captured 
images confirming the presence 
within the protected area of the en-
dangered Eld’s deer (species name 
Rucervus eldii) on April 24.

Kratie provincial environment 
department director Duong Chhay 
Savuth told The Post that a herd of 
seven Eld’s deer had been photo-
graphed by an automatic camera 
embedded in the sanctuary.

“We were thrilled to receive pic-
tures of the Eld’s deer herd from the 
camera traps that our team installed 
with the experts from the ministry 
and the World Wildlife Fund. These 
pictures show that this species is 
able to reproduce in the protected 
area of Sambo Wildlife Sanctuary,” 
said Chhay Savuth.

According to Chhay Savuth, wild-
life studies based on the pictures 
captured by camera traps in the 
sanctuary was an ongoing project 
over the course of the first quarter of 

2021. The local community also par-
ticipated by helping patrol the area 
near the sanctuary.

He added that the team has in-
stalled camera traps at 11 locations 
Eld’s Deer are thought to live in the 
sanctuary, covering a total of 5,093ha 
located along the Mekong River.

The photos of the Eld’s deer herd 
provides vital scientific informa-
tion about the status of the species 
in the sanctuary in 2021, which will 
be used to contribute to aiding the 
survival of the species both in Cam-
bodia and across the region.

Ministry of Environment spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said it was good news 
for Cambodia that this species was still 
present in the protected areas.

“Because Cambodia has enjoyed 
a long period of peace and stabil-
ity now, we have had enough time 
and resources available to focus 
on natural resource protection and 
conservation plans,” he said.

According to Pheaktra, in the last 
10 years some species – including 
rare and protected species – have 
increased their numbers in Cam-
bodia significantly, though some 
other species populations merely 
remained stable while others con-
tinue to be threatened.

“But overall, we are proud of our 

progress with wildlife conservation 
in the protected areas. The main 
problem posing a threat to wildlife 
now are traps and hunting,” he said.

According to the environment 
ministry’s report from 2020, nearly 
50,000 traps were removed from 
protected areas over the course of 

that year and over 11,000 traps have 
been removed already in the first 
three months of 2021.

Pheaktra appealed to the public 
to stop eating wild animals, stop 
using wildlife products and put an 
end to the wildlife pet trade, all of 
which poses a high risk to human 

health because viruses can jump 
from animals to humans. That is 
what is thought to have happened 
with Covid-19, which is believed to 
have been a virus found in bats that 
mutated and began infecting hu-
mans who came into contact with 
the bats.

A herd of seven Eld’s deer captured on an automatic camera embedded in Kratie province’s Sambo Wildlife Sanctuary on April 24. 
WWF cAMBoDiA
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,780 16,840 16,840 16,720

2 GTI 4,200 4,240 4,240 4,180

3 PAS 13,000 13,000 13,000 12,980

4 PEPC 3,060 3,030 3,060 3,030

5 PPAP 13,020 12,920 13,060 12,920

6 PPSP 1,880 1,880 1,890 1,860

7 PWSA 6,640 6,580 6,660 6,580

Date: April 23, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2560 6.5624 110.49 4.1400 1.3439 31.30 0.7614 1.1781 1.3836

Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Commerce 
struck 827 contracts worth 
$26.9 million through the 
accelerating inclusive Markets 
for Smallholders (aiMS) project 
in 2020, according to a report 
from the ministry.

The aiMS project is sched-
uled for February 28, 2017-
March 31, 2023 with a total 
budget of $45 million, of which 
the international Fund for agri-
cultural Development (iFaD) is 
to provide $36.25 million and 
the government $8.68 million.

The ministry has organised 
1,580 smallholder farmer clusters 
comprising 51,383 households, 
accounting for 68.5 per cent of 
agro-commercial products such 
as high-graded “luxury” varieties 
of rice paddy, free-range poultry, 
vegetables, cassava and Khmer 
silk, it said in the report.

“The Ministry of Commerce 
has facilitated 827 buy-sell con-
tracts between farmers and buy-
ers and between farmers and 
suppliers of [agricultural] inputs 
with a total volume of 121,037.8 
tonnes worth $26.9 million.

“We will continue to coordi-
nate with the private sector to 
expand the domestic market 
through additional buy-sell 
contracts, by setting up mem-
orandums of understanding 
[MoU] that the ministry plans 
to sign with six rice millers, five 
vegetable buyers and four raw 
agricultural supplying compa-
nies,” the ministry said.

The aiMS project aims to 
benefit at least 75,000 small-
holder farming households, 
increasing incomes and boost-
ing family economies, the 
ministry said. The project also 
develops infrastructure to 
potential areas and improves 
access to markets.

The ministry has registered 
61,925 farming households in 
aiMS’ management informa-
tion system (MiS), accounting 
for 82.6 per cent of the 75,000 
target, and provided 333 wells 
equipped with water pumping 
motors to the 18 provinces 
reached by the project.

The ministry aims to chalk 
up at least another 13,075 
farming households this year, 
surpassing the target over a 
year ahead of schedule.

Cambodian exports to Thailand dip
by nearly half in first quarter of 2021
Hin Pisei

C
aMboDian exports 
to Thailand plunged 
48.93 per cent to 
$329.54 million in 

the first quarter of 2021, from 
$645.23 million in the year-ago 
period, according to Thailand’s 
Department of Foreign Trade.

bilateral trade between 
the kingdoms clocked in at 
$2.09734 billion in January-
March, down by 21.37 per cent 
from $2.66725 billion in the 
same period last year.

of that, Cambodia import-
ed $1.7678 billion, marking a 
12.57 per cent year-on-year 
drop from $2.02202 billion. 
This means that Cambodia’s 
trade deficit widened 4.5 per 
cent to $1.438 billion from 
$1.3768 billion in the first 
quarter of 2020.

Hong Vanak, director of in-
ternational Economics at the 
royal academy of Cambodia, 
told The Post on april 25 that 
the sharp drop in exports to 
Thailand was due to the two 
main factors – border restric-
tions imposed to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 and a lock-
down slump in production on 
the Cambodian side.

He said agricultural prod-
ucts are the only significant 
exports to Thailand at the mo-

ment, adding that Cambodia 
must ramp up its production 
capacity to further penetrate 
the Thai market.

“The huge gap in trade bal-
ance between the two countries 
has been lingering for too long 

and is not good for the Cambo-
dian economy. The value of our 
exportsfalling far behind means 
a leakage in the national in-
come for Cambodia and gains 
for Thailand,” he said.

battambang provincial De-

partment of Commerce direc-
tor Kim Hout raised concerns 
that the spread of Covid-19 has 
led to a sharp drop in Thai pur-
chases of Cambodian agricul-
tural products and sent prices 
on a downward trajectory.

He said cross-border imports 
and exports through battam-
bang province reversed a steady 
upward trend seen at the start 
of the second quarter.”Covid-
19 has reduced orders on both 
sides,” Hout affirmed.

Senior officials ask ministry to set up booths for vendors
Thou Vireak

MiniSTEr of information Khieu Kan-
harith and senior Grassroots Demo-
cratic party (GDp) official Yang Saing 
Koma called on the Ministry of Com-
merce to set up booths for private ven-
dors in lockdown areas.

The appeal comes on the heels of 
phnom penh Municipal Hall’s april 23 
directive dictating that all state-owned 
markets and other improvised ones – 
such as those that sprawl near facto-
ries, hospitals and residential areas – 
throughout the capital shut for 14 days 
effective through May 7.

Kanharith lauded the commerce 
ministry’s “good initiative” to open 
stalls to sell essential groceries to the 
people, but recommended it institute 
payment instalment plans for those 
who cannot afford to pay upfront and 
allow vendors from the general public 

to sell nearby to those who can.
He wrote on his official Facebook 

page on april 25: “in doing so, we can 
help the poor and allow the people 
[who have been vaccinated twice] to 
have a source of income.

“if the [commerce] ministry doesn’t 
want to sell on instalments, it need not 
sell by itself and could let the private 
sector do so as well. The ministry could 
merely control prices. in doing so, it 
wouldn’t be difficult for government 
officials to come and sell.”

Meanwhile, Saing Koma called on the 
commerce ministry to establish places 
for wholesale agricultural products 
inbound from the provinces so that 
traders can earn an income during the 
movement curbs.

This, he noted would provide oppor-
tunities for small business owners, most 
of whom he noted live “from hand to 
mouth”. He likened the potential vend-

ing posts to “a pot for cooking rice”.
He added: “in my opinion, the [com-

merce] ministry should focus on sup-
porting vendors so that they can run 
their businesses well, at a suitable loca-
tion to receive a smooth supply of agri-
cultural products from various sources 
and sales transactions in accordance 
with good health principles.

“Sharing responsibilities and mutu-
al assistance between the state and 
the people has led us to combat Cov-
id-19 successfully.”

The commerce ministry, through the 
Green Trade Company (GTC), sold 
more than 62 tonnes of milled rice, as 
well as a handful of other essential food 
products to people in designated red 
zones from april 15-19.

it said it sold 1,241 50kg sacks of 
milled rice, 4,620 boxes of noodles, 
1,153 boxes of fish sauce, 785 boxes of 
soy sauce, 1,627 cans of fish, 140 packs 

of bottled drinking water, 115kg of veg-
etables, 13kg of sausages and 356 bags 
of chhay pov – or sun-dried preserved 
daikon radishes – during that time.

on april 20, the ministry dispatched 
five trucks to red zones in the capital 
to sell food products and groceries at 
below-market prices during the lock-
down. it has also set up 11 temporary 
stalls to sell essential groceries to the 
people.

Cambodia rice Federation (CrF) also 
said that members of the federation 
working with the ministry sold about 
2,000 tonnes of rice from april 16-23, 
and that figure is expected to increase 
once transport restrictions are eased.

and Virak buntham Express Co ltd, 
in cooperation with phnom penh 
Municipal Hall, also sent out 64 trucks 
selling food, vegetables, fish and 
meats at “reasonable prices” to people 
in red zones.

Smallholder
farmer deals
tally to 827,
worth $27M

Bilateral trade between Cambodia and Thailand in January-March was worth $2.10 billion, down by 21.37 per cent from $2.67 billion in the same 
period last year. AGRICULTURE MINISTRY
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The government on April 14 an-
nounced a full lockdown in the capi-
tal and neighbouring Takhmao town 
in Kandal province from April 15-28 
to control the risk of spreading the 
novel coronavirus.

And the National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC), the central bank, in an 
April 20 statement called on financial 
institutions to encourage the use of 
digital and mobile payments wher-
ever possible, stressing the safety, con-
venience and speed that they offer.

Association of Banks in Cambodia 
(ABC) chairman In Channy talked 
to The Post’s May Kunmakara virtu-
ally about the overall performance 
of the financial sector during the 
lockdown period.

 
How did the ABC respond internally 
to the NBC’s April 20 announce-
ment?

The aBC has been pushing to pro-
mote the use of cashless payments 
– we have a working group to handle 
this agenda item. The aBC always 
supports directions given by regu-
lators and the government to boost 
cashless and digital payments in so-

ciety, especially during this period. 
This is the way to contain the spread 
of Covid-19.

We strongly encourage our mem-
bers and customers, the general 
public and business owners to settle 
and accept payments electronically 
via the digital platforms currently 
made available by our members.

Our community members have 
worked with – and will continue to 
work closely with – the NBC to make 
cross-institutional services more 
convenient, less costly and safer 
during this period.

The aBC would like to encourage 
the public to download and use the 
digital banking and payment plat-
forms made available by our com-
munity members.

 
How are banks handling loan repay-
ment issues? And how well have 
people embraced digital payment 
solutions during the lockdown?

Banks are providing automatic 
grace periods and especially extend 
them to people in lockdown areas. 
Based on our observations, most of 
the people living in phnom penh are 
very familiar with digital payments.

The populace can bank without 
visiting any branches. people can 
transfer funds, settle all bills, top 
up any mobile phone, pay for deliv-
ery or online purchases and much 

more. They can get all their daily 
necessities on apps and make pay-
ments through banks’ mobile apps.

 
How’s the lockdown affecting busi-
ness in the banking sector?

We haven’t observed any impact 
on banking and other financial in-
stitutions, and that’s because the 
government has prioritised this sec-
tor as a means of boosting econom-
ic activity and facilitating the daily 
living standards of the people in the 
capital and rural areas.

Under these circumstances, banks 
are still in operation to serve cus-
tomers’ needs for financial services 
during the lockdown period and 
some are using financial technolo-
gies, digital platforms, and internet 
and mobile app banking to provide 
services where possible.

Taking this opportunity, the aBC 
and the Cambodia Microfinance as-
sociation would like to express our 
deep gratitude to the royal Govern-
ment of the Kingdom of Cambo-
dia, the authorities of the Executive 

Committee to Manage and lead the 
implementation of the lockdown, 
the NBC and authorities at all lev-
els to facilitate the issue of travel 
permits for bank staff to fulfil their 
duties of providing banking and fi-
nancial services to the public, espe-
cially in areas that are on lockdown 
– phnom penh, adjacent Takhmao 
town of Kandal province and parts 
of Sihanoukville.

 
This interview has been edited for 

length and clarity.

lockdown spurs
financial services’
digital transition

Association of Banks in Cambodia (ABC) chairman In Channy. HEAN RANGSEY

BUSINESS
INSIDER

Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Commerce, 
through its Green Trade Com-
pany (GTC), sold more than 
62 tonnes of milled rice, as 
well as a handful of other es-
sential food products to peo-
ple in designated red zones 
from april 15-19.

The ministry said it sold 1,241 
50kg sacks of milled rice, 4,620 
boxes of noodles, 1,153 boxes 
of fish sauce, 785 boxes of soy 
sauce, 1,627 cans of fish, 140 
packs of drinking water, 115kg 
of vegetables, 13kg of sausages 
and 356 bags of chhay pov – or 
sun-dried preserved daikon 
radishes – during that time.

On april 20, the ministry 
dispatched five trucks to the 
red zones to sell food prod-
ucts and groceries at below-
market prices during the 

lockdown. it has also set up 11 
temporary stalls to sell essen-
tial groceries to the people.

Cambodia rice Federation 
(CrF) secretary-general lun 
Yeng told The post on april 24 
that members of the federa-
tion working with the ministry 
sold about 2,000 tonnes of rice 
from april 16-23, and that fig-
ure is expected to increase once 
transport restrictions are eased.

He said: “While transport 
isn’t entirely smooth sailing, 
[phnom penh] Municipal 
Hall has made it easier for us 
to move [product] into some 
of the lockdown areas.”

CrF estimates reveal that 
monthly demand for milled 
rice in phnom penh and ad-
jacent Takmao town stands 
at around 40,000 tonnes, fed-
eration president Song Saran 
told The post on april 19.

State-owned firm
sells 62 tonnes of
rice in ‘red zones’

prasac, lOlC pay coupon yields on bonds
May Kunmakara

COrpOraTE bond-listed firms 
prasac Microfinance institution 
plc and lOlC (Cambodia) plc 
made coupon payments for fis-
cal year 2020, credited to sub-
scribers’ accounts on april 23.

in a filing to the Cambodia 
Securities Exchange (CSX) that 
day, prasac said it paid a to-
tal of 4,453,650,000 riel ($1.10 
million) to bondholders.

“prasac Microfinance insti-
tution plc is pleased to inform 
investors and the public that 
the second coupon payment 
of prasac’s bond has been 
transferred to each investor’s 
account on 23 april,” it said.

prasac listed on the CSX on 
May 5, issuing 1,272,000 shares 
with a coupon rate of 7.5 per 
cent per annum at a three-year 
maturity and semi-annual 
payment. it raised 127.2 billion 

riel from the issuance.
and in its filing to the CSX, 

microfinance deposit-taking 
institution lOlC Cambodia 
said 2,158,583,135 riel was 
paid on 536,000 units of its for-
eign-exchange- (FX) indexed 
bond and 1,184,745,206 riel on 
264,000 units of its plain bond, 
for a total of 3,343,328,341 riel.

“lOlC is honoured to an-
nounce to all investors that the 
coupon payment of lOlC’s 

corporate bond has been trans-
ferred to each investor’s accounts 
on 23rd april 2021,” it said.

The Sri lankan-owned lOlC 
listed an FX-indexed bond and 
a fixed-coupon bond on May 
10, 2019, raising 80 billion riel.

The bonds were issued with 
an interest rate of eight per cent 
per annum for the FX-indexed 
bond and nine per cent for the 
fixed-coupon bond, and a ma-
turity date of three years.

Prasac listed on the CSX on May 5, issuing 1,272,000 shares with a coupon rate of 7.5 per cent per annum at a three-year maturity and semi-annual 
payment. MAY KuNMAKARA

The Ministry of Commerce dispatched trucks to the red zones to 
sell food products and groceries at below-market prices during the 
lockdown. YOuSOS APDOuLRASHIM



Generally, funds can be obtained 
from banks and other financial 
institutions, fund management 
companies, family members, 
friends or a securities market 
by issuing equity and/or debt 
securities. This article will outline 
the requirements, mechanisms, 
procedures and approval for the 
public offering of equity securities.
 

Requirements for the public offering 
of equity securities in Cambodia

Monday, april 26, 2021  www.phnoMpenhpost.coM

B. Procedures for public 
offering

In order to propose for a 
public offering, a public limited 
company or permitted entity 
shall:

1. Submit an application 
form determined by the SERC; 
2. Submit a disclosure 
document determined by the 
SERC; 
3. Submit the attached 
documents. 

B.1. The provision of principle 
approval

The Director General of the 
SERC shall inform the issuer 
in writing concerning the 
principle approval or refusal 
of the public offering and 
disclosure document within two 
(2) months of receiving the full 
disclosure document.

B.2. Book-Building
After having been approved 

in principle for the public 
offering and disclosure 
document, the issuer is able 
to advertise or publish any 
information, including that 
regarding road shows and the 
public announcement of the 
information on Book-Building, 
by requesting prior approval 
in writing from the Director 
General of the SERC with the 
related documents attached.

 
B.3. Provision of final approval 
and registering disclosure 
document with SERC

With approval in principle, 
the issuer is able to offer its 
public offering:

1. Having prepared the 
terms of the offer, including 
the securities pricing which 

has obtained approval from the 
securities market operator. 
2. Having obtained approval for 
the terms of the public offering.

3. Having obtained final 
approval and registered the 
disclosure document of the 
issuer with the SERC. 

B.4. Subscription 
announcement

Within at least five 
(5) working days prior to 
the subscription date, the 
issuer shall make an official 
announcement through 
newspapers and other media 
channels approved by the 
Director General of the SERC.

B.5. Subscription
Subscription shall be done 

through a licensed securities 
firm. Each subscription shall 
be considered as complete 
when subscribers fully comply 
with the application form for 
subscription, paid in full and 
received the receipt issued by 
the securities firm.
 
B.6. Report result of public 
offering

The issuer shall report the 
result of public offering to 
SERC in accordance with the 
reporting form determined by 
SERC.

 
B.7. Fulfil procedures of 
permitted securities market

 The issuer shall fulfil the 
procedures of the permitted 
securities market to list its 
securities for official trading 
on that market in accordance 
with the laws and regulations 
in force. 
 

Prepared by: Securities and Exchange Regulator of Cambodia
Securities Issuance Supervision Department
E-mail: issuance@secc.gov.kh
Phone: 023 885611

A. Equity securities offering
Any legal entity who wishes to go public shall fulfil the preliminary requirements as following:

Preliminary 
Requirement Main Board Growth Board

Shareholders’ 
equity KHR 30 billion (US$7.5 million) KHR 2 billion (US$500,000)

Net Profit

Ç  KHR 2 billion (US$500,000) for the latest year; 
and
Ç Cumulative KHR 3 billion (US$750,000) or the 
latest two (2) years

- Positive net income for latest year; or
- Positive operating cash flow & gross profit margin 
10%

Shareholders Ç  200 shareholders; and
Ç 7% of the total voting shares

Ç  100 shareholders; and
Ç 10% of the total voting shares

Audited 
Financial

Statements
Two (2) years One (1) year

Corporate 

Governance

A. Board of Directors
  • Board members: At least five (5) 
• Independent director: > 1/5 of total number of 
directors 
• If foreign independent director: > six (6) 
months of experience working in Cambodia  

B. Committee
• Audit Committee
• Nomination and Remuneration Committee
• Board may consider establishing a Risk 
Management Committee and other Committees 
as necessary and as required by SERC.

A. Board of Directors
 • Board members: At least three (3) 
• Independent director: >=1 or 1/5 if board members   
    >=5 
• Non-executive director (as representative of the  
    private shareholders) >= 1 
 B. Committee

 • Audit Committee 
• Risk Management Committee: Assets > KHR 200  
    billion (US$50 million) 
• Nomination Committee (optional) 
• Board may consider establishing a Nomination 
Committee and other Committees as necessary and 
as required by SERC.

 C. Mechanism of equity public offering
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Sri lanka’s police arrested a top Mus-
lim legislator on april 24 in connec-
tion with the 2019 Easter Sunday 
attacks that killed 279 people, as 
pressure mounted to speed up the 
investigation.

Detectives took rishad Bathiudeen, 
leader of the all Ceylon Makkal party 
(aCMp) and a former minister, into 
custody under the prevention of Ter-
rorism act (pTa), police spokesman 
ajith rohana said.

Bathiudeen and his brother riyaaj 
were arrested in pre-dawn raids on 
their homes in Colombo.

“They were arrested under the pTa 
based on circumstantial and scien-
tific evidence that they had connec-
tions with the suicide bombers who 
carried out the attacks,” rohana said 
in a statement.

a lawyer representing the brothers 
said a presidential inquiry had found 
no evidence linking them to the 
bombers and the arrests were a polit-
ical vendetta.

“The arrests are politically motivat-
ed,” lawyer rushdhie Habeeb said in a 
statement, which highlighted how the 
aCMp had opposed president Gota-
baya rajapaksa in 2019 elections.

The arrests came three days after 
the head of Sri lanka’s roman Cath-
olic Church, Cardinal Malcolm ran-
jith, accused the government of 
allowing investigations to stall.

Nearly 200 people were arrested with-
in days of the suicide attacks on hotels 
and churches by local islamist extrem-
ists, but no one has been charged.

ranjith, who led commemorations 
on the second anniversary of the 
Easter attacks on april 21, said he was 
“deeply saddened” by the lack of 
progress in the investigation.

He renewed his call for swift action 
against the perpetrators and said “polit-
ical posturing and the need to safeguard 
alliances” was hindering the probe.

Bathiudeen’s party is a member of 
an opposition coalition, but three of 
his legislators defected to the gov-
ernment in October to amend the 
constitution and give rajapaksa 
wider powers over the judiciary and 
legislature. AFP

Biden becomes first US president
to recognise armenian ‘genocide’
U

S prESiDENT Joe 
Biden on april 24 
recognised the 
1915 killings of 

armenians by Ottoman forc-
es as “genocide”, a watershed 
moment for descendants of 
the hundreds of thousands 
of dead as he defied decades 
of pressure by Turkey.

Biden became the first US 
president to use the word 
“genocide” in a statement on 
the anniversary, a day after 
informing Turkish leader re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan of the de-
cision and seeking to limit the 
furore from the NaTO ally.

“We remember the lives 
of all those who died in the 
Ottoman-era armenian 
genocide and recommit our-
selves to preventing such an 
atrocity from ever again oc-
curring,” Biden said.

“We affirm the history. We 
do this not to cast blame but 
to ensure that what hap-
pened is never repeated.”

The statement is a massive 
victory for armenia and its 
extensive diaspora. Starting 
with Uruguay in 1965, na-
tions including France, Ger-
many, Canada and russia 
have recognised the geno-
cide, but a US statement has 
been a paramount goal that 
proved elusive under previ-
ous presidents.

Erdogan, in a statement 
to the armenian patriarch 
in istanbul, said debates 
“should be held by histori-
ans” and not “politicised by 
third parties”.

“Words cannot change 
or rewrite history,” Turkish 
foreign minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu tweeted moments 
after Biden’s statement. “We 
will not take lessons from 
anyone on our history.”

The Turkish foreign ministry 
later summoned US ambas-
sador David Satterfield to ex-
press its displeasure, noting 

that Biden’s decision caused “a 
wound in relations that is dif-
ficult to repair”, the anadolu 
state news agency reported.

Explaining Biden’s think-
ing, an administration of-
ficial pointed to the Demo-
cratic president’s vows to 
put a new priority on human 
rights and highlighted his 
outspokenness on systemic 
racism in the US.

across the world, “people 
are beginning to acknowledge 
and address and grapple with 
the painful historical facts 
in their own countries. it’s 
certainly something that we 
are doing here in the United 
States”, the official said.

as many as 1.5 million 
armenians are estimated to 
have been killed from 1915 
to 1917 during the waning 
days of the Ottoman Em-
pire, which suspected the 
Christian minority of con-
spiring with adversary rus-
sia in World War i.

armenian populations 
were rounded up and de-
ported into the desert of Syr-
ia on death marches in which 
many were shot, poisoned or 
fell victim to disease, accord-
ing to accounts at the time by 
foreign diplomats.

Turkey, which emerged 
as a secular republic from 
the ashes of the Ottoman 
Empire, acknowledges that 
300,000 armenians may 
have died but strongly re-
jects that it was genocide, 
saying they perished in strife 
and famine in which many 
Turks also died.

recognition has been a 
top priority for armenia 
and armenian-americans, 
with calls for compensation 
and property restoration 
over what they call Meds 
Yeghern – the Great Crime 
– and appeals for more sup-
port against Turkish-backed 
neighbour azerbaijan.

The azerbaijani foreign 

ministry said Biden’s state-
ment “distorted the historical 
facts about the events of 1915” 
and echoed Turkey’s call for 
the killings to be “studied by 
historians, not politicians”.

azerbaijan defeated ar-
menia last year in a war 
over the disputed Nagorno-
Karabakh region, in which 
ankara backed its ally Baku 
and which left armenia 
traumatised.

armenian prime Minis-
ter Nikol pashinyan thanked 
Biden for his “powerful step 
towards justice and invaluable 
support to the heirs of the ar-
menian genocide victims”.

in the armenian capital 
Yerevan, Taline Nourian, 41, 
said her people have been 
waiting for this moment for 
years.

“We wanted it before Biden,” 
she told aFp. “i think Turkey 
will be afraid now because all 
countries are going to start 
recognising [the genocide].”

Biden, whose call to Er-
dogan to inform him of the 
genocide recognition was 
their first conversation since 
the US leader took office three 
months ago, signalled he 
hoped to contain the fallout.

They agreed in their call 
to meet in June on the side-
lines of a NaTO summit in 
Brussels, officials said.

Beyond statements and 
the summoning of the US 
ambassador, Turkey did not 
immediately announce any 
retaliatory steps – in contrast 
to angry measures taken over 
previous Western moves to 
recognise the genocide.

Tensions have risen sharp-
ly with Turkey in recent years 
over its purchase of a major 
air defence system from 
NaTO adversary russia, and 
its incursions against pro-
US Kurdish fighters in Syria.

The US Congress in 2019 vot-
ed overwhelmingly to recogn-
ise the armenian genocide, 
but the Trump administration 
made clear that the official US 
line had not changed.

alan Makovsky, an expert on 
Turkey at the left-leaning Cen-
ter for american progress, said 
that the 2019 congressional 
resolution had “no discernible 
impact” on US-Turkey rela-
tions – and paved the way for 
Biden to go ahead.

at a pro-armenia rally in 
New York on april 24, the 
crowd of several hundred 
included aram Bowen, 33, 
whose great-great-grandfa-
ther was beheaded by the Ot-
tomans during the massacres.

“Turkey is never going to 
recognise it as genocide,” he 
said.

“So for us on so many lev-
els, the closest thing to that 
actually becoming official 
worldwide, it was when the 
United States and the presi-
dent himself acknowledged 
the genocide.” AFP

india’s death toll hits new record amid Covid ‘tsunami’
iNDia’S daily coronavirus death 
toll set a new record on april 24 
as the government battled to get 
oxygen to hospitals over-
whelmed by the hundreds of 
thousands of new daily cases.

Twenty patients died in one 
night at one New Delhi hospi-
tal suffering from oxygen 
shortages, medical officials 
said. a Delhi court said that 
the new pandemic wave had 
become “a tsunami”.

Queues of Covid-19 patients 
and their fearful relatives were 
growing outside hospitals in 
major cities across india, the 
world’s new pandemic hotspot, 
which has now reported near-
ly one million new cases in 
three days.

another 2,624 deaths were 
reported in 24 hours, taking the 

official toll to nearly 190,000 
since the pandemic started.

More than 340,000 new cas-
es were also reported, taking 
india’s total to 16.5 million, 
second only to the US.

But many experts are predict-
ing the current wave will not 
peak for at least three weeks 
and that the real death toll and 
case count are much higher.

Germany and Kuwait on april 
24 followed the UaE, Britain 
and New Zealand in restricting 
travel from the country.

Stung by criticism of its lack 
of preparation ahead of the 
wave of infections, the central 
government has organised spe-
cial trains to get oxygen sup-
plies to the worst-hit cities.

The indian air force was also 
being used to transport oxygen 

tankers and other supplies 
around the country and to 
bring oxygen equipment from 
Singapore.

The government has also 
pressed industrialists to 
increase production of oxygen 
and life-saving drugs.

One ‘oxygen express’ carry-
ing 30,000 litres for hospitals 
arrived in lucknow, Uttar 
pradesh state, where armed 
guards were waiting to escort 
trucks that would carry the 
oxygen to hospitals.

lucknow has been one of the 
worst-hit cities, with hospitals 
and crematoriums inundated 
with patients and bodies. Offi-
cials said the liquid oxygen 
would only be enough for half 
a day’s needs.

Uttar pradesh, a state of 200 

million people, has imposed a 
weekend lockdown in a bid to 
curb the spread.

in Delhi, the city government 
said it would begin setting up 
buffer stocks of oxygen.

Delhi chief minister arvind 
Kejriwal said: “The government 
should take over all oxygen 
plants through the army”.

Many patients are dying out-
side hospitals in the capital 
because of the lack of beds and 
oxygen.

Twenty patients at the Jaipur 
Golden Hospital in the capital 
died during the night as it suf-
fered oxygen shortages, the 
hospital’s director told indian 
media.

He said that at one stage on 
april 24 morning, the reserve 
was down to 30 minutes and 

pressure had been reduced for 
the 200 coronavirus patients, 
most of whom were on emer-
gency oxygen.

One charity has set up an 
overflow crematorium in a car 
park, with makeshift funeral 

pyres built to deal with the 
mounting deaths.

a Delhi High Court hearing 
a special petition on the pan-
demic measures said on april 
24: “We’re calling it a wave, it’s 
actually a tsunami.” AFP

Top lawmaker
arrested over
2019 Easter Sri
lanka attacks

Armenians take part in a torchlight procession in Yerevan to mark the 106th anniversary of World War I-era 
mass killings. AFP

India has seen a devastating new wave of Covid infections in the past 
week, with bodies piling up outside hospitals inundated with cases. AFP
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Submarine sank with dozens 
aboard, indonesia military says

D
EBriS has been 
recovered from a 
missing indonesian 
submarine, the coun-

try’s navy said on april 24, sug-
gesting that the stricken vessel 
could have broken apart after 
sinking with 53 crew aboard.

The development dashed 
already slim hopes of rescuing 
the sailors alive after their oxy-
gen reserves were understood to 
have run out earlier in the day.

Warships, planes and hun-
dreds of military personnel 
have been searching for the 
Kri Nanggala 402 since it dis-
appeared off the coast of Bali 
early on april 21.

authorities earlier said the 
German-built craft was equipped 
with enough oxygen for only 
three days after losing power.

That deadline passed on 
april 24 morning.

The navy’s chief Yudo Mar-
gono said a search party had 
recovered fragments from the 
submarine including items 

from inside the vessel – point-
ing to a catastrophic accident.

“We have raised the status 
from submiss to subsunk,” he 
told reporters, adding that the 
retrieved items could not have 
come from another vessel.

“[The items] would not have 
come outside the submarine 
if there was no external pres-
sure or without damage to its 
torpedo launcher.”

But he discounted an explo-
sion, saying it was more likely 
the submarine came apart as 
it was crushed by water pres-
sure at depths topping 800m 
– well below what it was built 
to withstand.

Sonar did not pick up signals 
to indicate a blast, he added.

“it was not an explosion 
because [if it was] everything 
would be in pieces,” Margono 
said. “This was a gradual 
cracking.”

Navy officials displayed sev-
eral items including a piece of 
the vessel’s torpedo system 

and a bottle of grease used to 
lubricate a periscope.

They also found a prayer mat 
commonly used by Muslims. 
indonesia is the world’s most 
populous Muslim-majority 
nation.

Margono said the hunt for 
the submarine – and sailors – 
would continue, but warned 
that deep waters made the 
recovery effort “very risky and 
difficult”.

“We don’t know about the 
victims’ condition because we 
haven’t found any of them. So 
we can’t speculate,” he said in 
response to questions about 
the possibility of survivors.

“But with the [discovery] of 
these items, you can make 
your own conclusion.”

The submarine – one of five in 
indonesia’s fleet – disappeared 
early on april 21 during live tor-
pedo training exercises off the 
indonesian holiday island.

an oil spill spotted where the 
submarine was thought to have 

submerged pointed to possible 
fuel-tank damage, fanning 
fears of a deadly disaster.

The vessel was scheduled to 
conduct the training exercises 
when it asked for permission to 
dive. it lost contact shortly after.

authorities have not offered 
possible explanations for the 
submarine’s sudden disappear-
ance or commented on ques-
tions about whether the decades-
old vessel was overloaded.

The military has said the 
submarine, delivered to indo-
nesia in 1981, was seaworthy.

Neighbouring Singapore and 
Malaysia, as well as the US and 
australia, were among nations 
helping in the hunt with near-
ly two dozen ships deployed to 
scour a search zone covering 
about 34sq km.

australia’s HMaS Ballarat 
arrived earlier on april 24 with 
a US p-8 poseidon aircraft.

Singapore’s MV Swift rescue 
– a submarine rescue vessel – 
was also taking part. AFP

VN aims to increase 
share of renewable 
energy to 30% by 2045

Myanmar military cracks down on 
protesters as junta leader in summit

ViETNaM will greatly reduce 
coal-based power generation 
and rapidly increase the share 
of renewables in the total pri-
mary energy supply to 20 per 
cent by 2030 and 30 per cent 
by 2045, said Vietnamese pres-
ident Nguyen Xuan phuc on 
april 23 night (Vietnamese 
time) while attending a ses-
sion within the framework of 
the virtual leaders Summit on 
Climate.

His Nigerian, polish and 
Spanish counterparts Muham-
madu Buhari, andrzej Duda 
and pedro Sanchez were among 
speakers of the session.

The session, which was 
chaired by US president Joe 
Biden, highlighted the broad 
economic benefits of climate 
action, with a strong focus on 
job creation.

it covered the economic 
benefits of green recovery and 
long-term decarbonisation 
and the importance of ensur-
ing that all communities and 
workers benefit from the 
clean-energy transition.

Opening his remarks at the 
session, phuc welcomed the 
US’ return to the paris agree-
ment, saying he believed the 
renewed leadership and strong 
commitment that Biden 
espoused during the summit’s 
opening session, combined 
with shared efforts, will lead 
the countries on the path 
towards achieving the goals of 
the paris agreement.

phuc said climate change 
was undoubtedly a major exis-
tential crisis to many countries 
and to our planet. in Vietnam, 
last year alone, extreme weath-
er has taken hundreds of lives 
and reversed decades of 
progress in poverty reduction. 
The Mekong Delta, Vietnam’s 
rice bowl and the home to 20 
million Vietnamese, is suffer-
ing immensely from sea level 
rise, especially towards the 
end of this century.

Transitioning to a green, net-
zero emission economy is an 
inevitable trend and impera-
tive to limiting global warming 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. This is 
a challenge, but will certainly 
bring huge opportunities and 
benefits in creating jobs, 
ensuring energy security, and 
enhancing economic com-
petitiveness and sustainability, 
he said.

“Vietnam is determined to fol-
low this path. at the same time, 
we need a suitable roadmap for 
developing countries where 
much hardship remains.”

He highlighted three main 
points in his speech, including 
just and inclusive transition 
which “must ensure equal 
access to opportunities and 
benefits, place the people at 
the centre, and leave no one 
behind. it must especially be 
supported by the people, busi-
nesses and scientists”.

Developed countries must 
continue to take the lead in 
emission reduction commit-
ments, at the same time, give 
greater concrete support to 
developing countries, includ-
ing Vietnam, in finance, new 
technology development, 
high-quality and efficient 
infrastructure and job crea-
tion, he said.

“We welcome and look for-
ward to receiving the assist-
ance from the US internation-
al Climate Finance plan and 
other international financial 
arrangements, including from 
international companies and 
corporations.”

The pursuit of climate goals 
should be compatible with 
each country’s conditions, 
including the need to alter life-
styles, modes of production 
and work. This endeavour 
must be integrated into 
national development strate-
gies and plans, he said.

Each country must itself 
make efforts and make good 
use of international aid and 
resources. There need also be 
national mechanisms for over-
sight and evaluation of imple-
mentation to improve their 
ability to recover, he said.

“Vietnam makes every effort 
to contribute to global action. 
We had been quick to submit 
its Nationally Determined Con-
tributions [NDCs] and main-
streamed them into domestic 
laws for enforcement.

“By 2030, we pledge to 
reduce emissions by nine per 
cent with our domestic 
resources and by 27 per cent 
with bilateral and multilateral 
support.”

“Vietnam will reduce the 
intensity of greenhouse gas 
emissions per GDp [gross 
domestic product] by nearly 15 
per cent by 2030 and methane 
emissions from agricultural 
production by 10 per cent.

“Earlier this month, Vietnam 
launched a programme to 
plant a billion trees by 2025. 
This project alone is expected 
to absorb two-to-three per 
cent of Vietnam’s total emis-
sions by 2030,” phuc said. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

MYaNMar’S military cracked down on 
anti-coup protesters on april 24, killing 
at least one according to a witness, as the 
junta leader sat down with heads of states 
in a regional summit over the violence.

The country has been in turmoil since 
the military ousted civilian leader aung 
San Suu Kyi in a coup, triggering a mass 
uprising from all corners of Myanmar soci-
ety demanding a return to democracy.

Cities, rural areas, remote mountainous 
regions and even the rebel-ruled territo-
ries along Myanmar’s borders have erupt-
ed in dissent, protesting near-daily for the 
military to step down.

While Western powers have imposed 
targeted sanctions on military top brass, 
regional leaders from aSEaN have sought 
to open a communications channel with 
the junta.

Senior General Min aung Hlaing took 
part in a high-level summit on april 24 in 
Jakarta to discuss Myanmar’s mounting 
crisis – his first overseas trip since he 
seized power.

But across Myanmar that day, protesters 

persisted in taking to the streets – angered 
by aSEaN’s invitation to the junta regime.

a demonstration on motorbikes where 
protesters flashed the three-finger salute 
of resistance as they drove outside Myan-
mar’s capital Naypyidaw turned violent 
by afternoon when police and soldiers 
opened fire.

a 50-year-old protester was detained 
and killed, a witness told aFp.

“police held him on each side, then a 
soldier shot him in the back,” the 27-year-
old protester said, adding that security 
forces took the man’s body.

“We only had the three-finger salute, 
but they had weapons to take our lives,” 
he said.

“i want to deliver a message to the 
aSEaN leaders … do not support him 
[Min aung Hlaing].”

april 24’s violence adds to the more than 
740 people killed since the coup, accord-
ing to a local monitoring group.

Clashes between the military and ethnic 
rebel groups with territory along Myan-
mar’s eastern and western borders have 

also ramped up in recent weeks.
among the most vocal opponents of the 

coup is the Karen National Union (KNU), who 
are sheltering dissidents and activists in their 
territory along the Thai-Myanmar border.

On april 23 night, two people in the 
southern city of Thaton were killed in 
crossfire between the military and the 
KNU, a resident said.

“No one dared to retrieve the two dead 
bodies last night, and the people went to 
take them this morning,” said the resi-
dent, who blamed the military for the 
shooting.

The KNU’s head of foreign affairs padoh 
Saw Taw Nee said the fighting had killed 
at least one civilian.

He added that another “small clash” 
occurred on april 24 morning along the 
Salween river, which serves as a border 
between Thailand and Myanmar.

in March the military launched air-
strikes into the KNU’s territory, displacing 
thousands of civilians from their homes 
– some of whom crossed into Thailand 
briefly for refuge. AFP

The submarine – one of five in Indonesia’s fleet – disappeared early on Wednesday during live torpedo training exercises off Bali. INDONESIAN MILITARY/AFP

World leaders on the second day of the virtual summit on climate. VIETNAM 
NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

T
HE science is irrefu-
table and globally 
agreed: to stop the 
climate crisis from 

becoming a permanent 
catastrophe, we must limit 
global heating to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius.  

To do this, we must get to 
net zero emissions of green-
house gases by mid-century. 
Countries making up about 
two-thirds of the global 
economy have committed to 
do so. This is encouraging, 
but we urgently need every 
country, city, business and 
financial institution to join 
this coalition and adopt 
concrete plans for transi-
tioning to net zero. 

Even more urgent is for 
governments to match this 
long-term ambition with 
concrete actions now, as tril-
lions of dollars are mobilized 
to overcome the Covid-19 
pandemic. revitalising econ-
omies is our chance to re-en-
gineer our future.  

The world has a strong 
framework for action: the 
paris agreement, in which 
all countries committed to 
set their own national cli-
mate action plans and 
strengthen them every five 
years.  Over five years later, 
and with damning proof 
that if we don’t act we will 
destroy our planet, it is time 
for decisive and effective 
action as the UN convenes 
all countries in Glasgow in 
November for the 26th Con-
ference of parties (COp26). 

The new national plans 
must cut global greenhouse 
gas pollution by at least 45 
per cent by 2030 compared 
to 2010 levels. Many have 
been presented already, and 
set out clearer policies to 
adapt to the impacts of cli-
mate change and boost 
access to renewable energy. 

But so far, those plans 
achieve less than a 1 per 
cent cut in emissions. This is 
a true red alert for people 
and planet. 

in the months ahead, 
beginning with the upcom-
ing leaders Summit hosted 
by the US, governments must 
dramatically step up their 

ambitions – particularly the 
biggest-emitting countries 
that have caused the vast 
bulk of the crisis. 

phasing out coal from the 
electricity sector is the sin-
gle most important step to 
get in line with the 1.5-de-
gree goal. immediate action 
to remove the dirtiest, most 
polluting fossil fuel from 
power sectors offers our 
world a fighting chance. 

Global coal use in electrici-
ty generation must fall by 80 
per cent below 2010 levels by 
2030. This means that devel-
oped economies must com-
mit to phase out coal by 
2030; other countries must 
do this by 2040. 

There is simply no reason 
for any new coal plants to be 
built anywhere. One third of 
the global coal fleet is already 
more costly to operate than 
building new renewables and 
storage. COp26 must signal 
an end to coal. 

as the world moves toward 
clean air and renewable 
energy, it is essential that we 

ensure a just transition. 
Workers in impacted indus-
tries and the informal sector 
must be supported as they 
move jobs or reskill. We must 
also unleash the vast power 
of women and girls to drive 
transformation, including as 
equal participants in govern-
ance and decision-making.  

The countries that contrib-
uted least to climate change 

are suffering many of the 
worst impacts.  Many small 
island nations will simply 
cease to exist if we don’t step 
up the response. The devel-
oped countries must deliver 
on their commitments to 
provide and mobilise $100 
billion annually by: doubling 
current levels of climate 
finance; devoting half of all 
climate finance to adapta-

tion; stopping the interna-
tional funding of coal; and 
shifting subsidies from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy.   

The Group of Seven Sum-
mit in June offers the oppor-
tunity for the world’s wealthi-
est countries to step up and 
provide the necessary finan-
cial commitments that will 
ensure the success of COp26. 

While governments must 

lead, decision-makers eve-
rywhere have a vital role to 
play.  

i ask all multilateral and 
national developments 
banks, by COp26, to have 
clear policies in place to fund 
the Covid-19 recovery and 
the transition to resilient 
economies in developing 
countries, taking into 
account crippling debt levels 

and huge pressures on 
national budgets. 

Many local governments 
and private business have 
committed to net zero emis-
sions by 2050, and have 
engaged in significant 
reviews of their business 
models. i urge all to set ambi-
tious targets and policies.  

i encourage young people 
everywhere to continue to 
raise their voices for action to 
address climate change, pro-
tect biodiversity, stop 
humanity’s war on nature 
and accelerate efforts to 
achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

Time is running out, and 
there is much hard work 
ahead, but this no time to 
raise the white flag. The UN 
will keep flying our blue flag 
of solidarity and hope. This 
Earth Day and over the cru-
cial months ahead, i urge all 
nations and all people to rise 
together to this moment. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK  

The writer is the UN secretary-general 

Opinion
Antonio Guterres

Climate action for people and 
planet: The time is now

A poster showing earth wearing a facemask in Bangkok. Phasing out coal from the electricity sector is the single most important step to get in line with 
the 1.5-degree goal. Immediate action to remove the dirtiest, most polluting fossil fuel from power sectors offers our world a fighting chance. AfP

I encourage young people 
everywhere to continue to raise 

their voices for action to 
address climate change
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New Nhum cookbook 
celebrates millennia 
of Cambodian cuisine
Hong Raksmey

r
OS rotanak was vis-
iting family in Siem 
reap province one 
year when she ate 

something so delicious it 
changed her life. The village 
elders had gotten together 
and cooked a duck and lem-
ongrass sour soup with palm 
fruit and it was so good that 
she remembers every detail 
of it to this day. 

The villagers had spent sever-
al hours just on that one soup, 
from catching and slaughter-
ing the duck to digging up the 
fresh vegetables and slicing 
them to pounding all of the in-
gredients into the lemongrass 
paste – even sending someone 
to go climb up a tall and slen-
der palm tree to pick the fruit.  

“Understanding every 
single step of the process of 
preparing that soup made 
the experience of eating it so 
memorable,” rotanak says.  

The soup was a testament 
to the village elders’ culinary 
skills and team work. The 
recipe had been perfected by 
passing it from one person to 
another and one family to an-
other and from generation to 
generation. all of that sharing 
was done by word of mouth – 
nobody had kept any notes, or 
if they had then they were lost 
long ago amidst the chaos of 
years of war and upheaval.

The Khmer word “nhum” 
translates to “eat” in English. 
Thus the title of rotanak’s 
cookbook Nhum: Recipes from 
a Cambodian Kitchen, which 
presents dozens of recipes 
for traditional Khmer dishes 
– some of them dating back a 
thousand years ago or longer. 

One of Cambodia’s first fe-
male celebrity chefs, rotanak 
– known widely as Chef Nak 
– offers up over 80 traditional 
recipes in collaboration with 
Cambodian-australian pho-
tographer Nataly lee over the 
course of 227 pages.

published in both Khmer 
and English to target both 
Cambodian and internation-
al audiences, Nhum is now 
available for purchase online 
at amazon for $39.00. 

“We believe that Khmer 
cuisine is an art form that sits 
proudly with Cambodia’s rich 
cultural artistic heritage,” 
says Chef Nak.

Chef Nak says her life’s mis-
sion is to celebrate, develop and 
preserve the art of Cambodian 
cuisine and bring its unique 
flavors and rich culinary cul-
ture to the world’s stage.

“Through books, teaching, 
TV and film, social media and 
exclusive private dining expe-
riences, we hope to show the 
world the art of traditional 
Khmer living,” she says.

Chef Nak gathered tradi-
tional Khmer recipes from 
different parts of Cambodia, 
with her sources ranging from 
her own childhood memories 
to more recent travelling and 
research deep in the rural ar-
eas of the country. 

Chef Nak told The post that 
“the recipes i chose for Nhum 
are based on dishes that i’ve 
discovered, enjoyed, and col-
lected throughout my life.

“They are from all over 
Cambodia, and some i be-
lieve have existed for thou-
sands of years but not many 
recipes were written down 
by our ancestors, making it 
almost impossible for us to 
know the standard recipes 
used by older generations. 

“Therefore, in my cookbook i 
had to use info from my own re-
search and the memories of my 
mother and grandmother and 
other elders as a foundation for 
all of the recipes,” she says. 

She says that beyond that 
it was just a process of cook-
ing and tasting over and over 
again to get the recipes per-
fect. Once she was confident 
she had nailed them, she then 
just added preparation and 
cooking instructions for the 

readers to follow, as well as 
beautiful pictures that would 
resonate with both local and 
international readers.

“The dishes are very healthy, 
and we have plenty of diver-
sity so that people don’t get 
bored and can keep enjoying 
these meals with their fami-
lies at home,” she says. 

The idea for the Nhum cook-
book came about when Chef 
Nak was working with the 
NGO Cambodian living arts. 
She realised that Cambodian 
people usually pass on their 
cultural traditions orally rath-
er than writing them down.

She then understood that 
sometimes this means that 
valuable knowledge is lost 
with the elders when they 
pass away. To make matters 
worse, much of the written 
documentation that may have 
existed decades ago had most 
likely been destroyed during 
the chaos of the 1970’s.  

“My desire to preserve our 
cultural memory in writing 
is one of the reasons i started 
working on my cookbook. i’m 
not a writer, so it didn’t come 
easily to me. But i really be-
lieve that Cambodian food 
should have a place on the 
world stage, and i also feel 
that it’s vital for our culinary 
traditions to be preserved for 
future generations.  

“i also couldn’t have done 
it without my partner Nataly 
lee, whose incredible eye for 
photography and design al-
lowed us to celebrate the true 
beauty of the dishes presented 
in the book,” she says. 

Chef Nak says she previous-
ly thought that the ancient 
wisdom expressed in the 
simplicity of Khmer cooking 
has been forgotten outside of 
some of the more rural parts 
of the country. 

For example, the most com-
mon way that people make 
Samlor Brohoeu, a very healthy 
and popular soup, is to first 
prepare a lemongrass paste – a 

long process that requires the 
cook to slice the lemongrass 
very thinly with turmeric, gar-
lic and finger root and then 
pound and mix all of the ingre-
dients in a mortar and pestle.  

“in the countryside, they call 
this “Srolok psit” or “Village 
Soup”, and they just smash all 
the ingredients together and 
throw them in a pot to boil. it 
gives the same nutrition and 
flavour, and it’s so much easier 
to make,” says Chef Nak. 

a formal recipe includes the 
name of the dish, the serving 
size, a list of ingredients and 
measurements, and how to 
prepare and cook the dish 
with steps and cooking time 
included. 

With traditional recipes 
very little information is pro-
vided by comparison and 
what the recipe does tell you 
is more of an approximation 
or a guess than a precise mea-
surement because the experi-
ence and knowledge of the 
cooks would be able to fill in 
the gaps or improvise.  

“Weights, measurements, 
and precise instructions are es-
pecially hard to come by, so in 
the process of writing Nhum, 
we had to figure a lot of those 
out ourselves,” she says. 

Some people might think 
that there aren’t a lot of local 
Cambodian dishes that they 
could prepare in their own 
kitchens, but as a chef born in 
the early 1990s, she says learn-

ing every recipe in Khmer cui-
sine could take a lifetime. 

She tells The Post: “i think 
even if i spent my entire life 
researching Khmer food, it 
still wouldn’t be able to get to 
know all of the Khmer dishes 
out there. 

“What i do know is that 
we have a lot of range, from 
snacks to salads, soups, fried 
and stir-fried dishes, caramel 
stews, steamed dishes, dishes 
involving wrapping and dip-
ping, desserts, and more.”

Chef Nak says she thinks that 
one of the most overlooked 
aspects of Khmer cuisine are 
the ingredients themselves. 
Much of Nhum’s research was 
really an investigation into all 
of those different ingredients. 

She says she wants her 
cookbook to present Cambo-
dian cuisine from a variety of 
different angles, from nutri-
tion to its physical beauty to 
its cultural importance. 

“a cookbook can start the 
process, but the responsibil-
ity to preserve traditional 
foods is really on the people. 

“Cookbooks can inspire 
people to cook more, learn 
about traditional recipes, and 
understand the story of their 
food and the benefit of each 
dish and ingredient,” she says. 

Chef Nak hopes her work 
will help local people and 
Cambodians around the 
world to have more pride in 
their national cuisine and to 

speak up about it. 
The chef recalls her expe-

rience travelling to the US 
where she felt disappointed 
to see restaurants in Khmer 
communities serving neigh-
bouring countries’ like Thai 
food – or at least advertis-
ing that way –  because they 
thought it would attract more 
customers. 

“i think we have been very 
humble, and now it’s time to 
be proud and show the world 
how much we have to of-
fer beyond our magnificent 
temples.

“i want it to start locally, 
because i believe nobody can 
tell our stories better than us. 
Great food stories come from 
each Cambodian having faith 
in just how far our food can 
take us,” she says. 

The best way for young 
people to gain a thorough un-
derstanding of the national 
cuisine, she recommended, 
is to start talking to their par-
ents and grandparents and to 
start cooking with them. after 
that the next step is getting 
a hold of Cambodian cook-
books and and interacting 
with social media accounts 
and in groups that focus on 
traditional foods.

“One Khmer food i think 
everyone should know is kroe-
ung, or lemongrass paste. it’s a 
combination of pounded lem-
ongrass, galangal, turmeric, 
finger root, kaffir lime leaves, 
garlic, and shallots and it forms 
the base for so many incredible 
Khmer dishes,” she says. 

Chef Nak says Khmer food 
tends to be more subtle than 
the cuisines from its neigh-
bouring countries and the ex-
perience of eating some of the 
most beloved Khmer dishes 
is one of tasting sweet, salty, 
and sour in equal measure.

“The key here is to know 
about our history and iden-
tity, so we can develop and 
move into the future,” she 
says “i do believe a cookbook 
is a great first step.” 

For more information on 
the cookbook and Chef Nak 
visit her website: https://
chefnak.com/ or Facebook 
page: @chefnak.

Numbanh Chok Samlor Khmer (Khmer noodle). SUPPLIED

Chef Nak presents Khmer Special Vegetable Cardamom Shoot in her cooking show. SUPPLIED Duck Lemon Sour Soup with palm fruit (left) and Srolok Psit (Village Soup). NataLy LEE



DOWN an overgrown country 
road, three startled wild hors-
es with rugged coats and rigid 
manes dart into the flourish-
ing overgrowth of their unlike-
ly nature reserve: the Cherno-
byl exclusion zone.

Thirty-five years after the 
world’s worst nuclear disaster 
– an anniversary commemo-
rated in the ex-Soviet country 
on Monday – surging flora and 
fauna have taken over deserted 
tower blocks, shops and offi-
cial buildings topped with 
communist icons.

Ukrainian authorities say 

the area maybe not be fit for 
humans for 24,000 years, but 
for now this breed of wild 
horse has thrived.

“It’s really a symbol of the 
reserve and even the exclusion 
zone in general,” said Denys 
Vyshnevsky, head of the scien-
tific department of the Cher-
nobyl nature reserve created 
in the area five years ago.

The explosion in the fourth 
reactor at the nuclear power 
plant in April, 26, 1986 left 
swathes of Ukraine and neigh-
bouring Belarus badly con-
taminated and led to the crea-

tion of a no man’s land within 
a 30km radius of the station.

Dozens of villages and towns 
were evacuated, turning the 
area into a giant reserve 
unprecedented in Europe by 
its size.

More than three decades 
after the incident there has 
been an influx of visitors to the 
area, spurring officials to seek 
official status – and protection 
– from UNESCO.

A chance to save biodiversity
Since the disaster, the area 

has become a haven for elk, 
wolves – and the stocky endan-
gered breed of wild horse 
native to Asia, Przewalski’s 
horse.

The breed, named after Rus-
sian scientist Nikolai Przewal-
ski who discovered it in the 
Asia expansive Gobi desert, 
became all but extinct by the 
middle of the 20th century, 
partially due to overhunting.

It was reintroduced by scien-
tists to areas of Mongolia, 
China and Russia as part of 
preservation efforts.

In a different program, 30 of 
the horses were released into 
the Chernobyl zone in 1998, 
replacing an extinct horse native 
to the region, the Tarpan.

The experiment in Ukraine 

was soon halted but the hors-
es remained and now number 
around 150 in parts of the 
exclusion zone, with around 
another 60 over the border in 
Belarus.

“Paradoxically, this is a unique 
opportunity to preserve biodi-
versity,” Vyshnevsky said.

Under the right conditions, 
the Ukrainian herd could even-
tually increase to 300 or even 
500 animals, said Sergiy Zhyla, 

Senior Researcher, Chernobyl 
Biosphere Reserve.

Researchers at the Prague 
zoo participating in the conser-
vation efforts now say the glo-
bal population of Przewalski’s 
horses has grown to some 
2,700.

Following the success in 
Chernobyl, there is discussion 
over introducing other endan-
gered species to Ukraine’s 
zone.

Vyshnevsky sees one poten-
tial candidate in the European 
bison – which already roams 
over the border in Belarus – 
and discussions are currently 
underway with the World 
Wildlife Fund, a global envi-
ronmental NGO.

“We’ll be able to recreate the 
landscape that was here before 
humans began intensely 
exploiting the region,” he said. 
AFP
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Farmers and football: the Vietnamese 
women scoring big on the gravel field
l

EGS STIFF from long days in 
the rice terraces of northern 
Vietnam, scores of female 
farmers dressed in colourful 

cloth headbands and skirts gather on 
a gravel pitch for a game of football.

The all-female squads of Huc Dong 
commune, a mountainous village only 
40 kilometres from the Chinese border, 
have little time to practise and may 
spend months away from the sport 
when it’s time to tend their crops.

But the commitment of the women, 
who hail from the San Chi ethnic 
minority group, has earned them 
respect – plus a little money and fame 
– in football-mad Vietnam.

Since they began playing in 2016, the 
women have featured regularly in 
national press and across social 
media.

But they are far from the only success 

story in women’s football in Vietnam, 
with the national side multiple South 
East Asian championship winners.

Trying to catch a pass from her 
teammate, striker May Thi Kim 
bumps against her competition as 
she aims for the goal on the com-
munity’s gravel hilltop stadium over-
looking the paddy and bamboo-cov-
ered valley.

Her team from Mo Tuc village is fac-
ing off against friends from neigh-
bouring luc Ngu in a sports event 
that is part of the traditional Soong 
Co festival on Saturday.

As the team dribbles the ball closer 
to the goalposts, spectators – many 
of whom are their husbands, children 
and tourists – cheer the women on.

“I used to watch football on TV,” 
said Kim, 29, recalling the beginnings 
of the team five years ago. “I told the 

youth union they must let us women 
play.”

Skirts shortened, shirts loosened 
Kim and her fellow players in Huc 

Dong commune  – 14 in all across two 
teams – play in black skirts, long-
sleeved blue shirts and headbands 
that have been part of their tradi-
tional dress for generations.

“There is no difference playing 
football in either the traditional 
clothes or sportswear,” Kim said 
before the match. 

That said, their skirts have been 
shortened, shirts loosened – and 
some of the women play with colour-
ful long football socks.

Midfielder la Thi Thao, 15, says she 
might be more comfortable in regular 
shorts and T-shirt, but is happy to 
show off the clothing of her tiny com-

munity, which numbers just over 
2,000.

It helps “people, including tourists, 
understand us better”, she said.

All the players in Huc Dong, includ-
ing Kim, make a living from hard grind 
on the terraced paddy fields and in the 
forests, where they grow cinnamon, 
star anise and pine trees.

Their step count climbs into the tens 
of thousands each day as they traverse 
hills and navigate rocky streams.

But although strong, the women 
did not have the physical agility at the 
outset that football demands.

“When we first started, it hurt eve-
ry muscle,” Kim said, admitting they 
had very little time to train due to the 
combined pressures of farming and 
housework.

Coach May A Cang has trained 
them hard to improve their flexibility, 

asking the women to run regularly to 
limber up their muscles.

It was tough work at first, with the 
women soaking their legs in warm 
salted water and medicinal leaves for 
pain relief – but gradually their bod-
ies adapted to the training. 

While Cang has taken on a coaching 
role, he admits that even he was ini-
tially hesitant when his wife, a squad 
member, wanted to join the team. 

“I thought her playing could hurt 
her legs and then she could not go to 
the field to work,” he said. 

“But she told me she would train and 
would know how to play properly.”

The women believe they have 
proved their doubters wrong – some 
have even transferred their passion 
on to their daughters. 

“Even if it hurts, we are ok to take it for 
our love of football,” Kim said. AFP

Ethnic San Chi women dressed in traditional costumes play a friendly football match in northern Vietnam’s 
Quang Ninh province on April 24. AFP

Ethnic Dao women wearing traditional clothing watch a friendly football match as part of the Soong Co 
festival celebrations. AFP

Przewalski’s horses wander near a forest road in the Chernobyl zone on April 13.  AFP

An employee of an equestrian sports complex plays with a Przewalski’s 
horse called ‘Vanilka’ rescued from last year’s heavy forest fire in 
Chernobyl, near Kiev on April 14. AFP

Wild horses flourish in Chernobyl 35 years after explosion



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sugar bowl marchers
  5 Data is displayed on it
 10 Canyon edges
 14 Plane reservation
 15 ___ only (sans pictures)
 16 Correct copy
 17 One way to send stuff
 20 Dazed and confused
 21 Air raid alert
 22 Driver’s license datum
 23 Fluorescent-lamp filler
 25 Stars and Stripes land
 27 Certain grad
 30 Seance visitor
 33 Snake in the grass, metaphorically
 34 Letters on some police jackets
 37 Music selections
 39 “Understood”
 43 Nest with a view
 44 Use some sense?
 45 Tire-pressure letters
 46 Emulate Spielberg
 48 Marching together perfectly
 51 Tokyo, once
 52 Dote on too much
 54 Paranormal ability
 57 Cause of many yawns

 59 Birth-related
 63 Build things to last
 66 Fishing need
 67 Enjoyed enthusiastically
 68 Annoying smell
 69 Harvard rival
 70 Reveals, as one’s soul
 71 Enthusiastic volunteer’s cry
DOWN
  1 On the ocean
  2 Bank-teller’s call
  3 “Lights out” music
  4 Place for waders
  5 Interstate sign
  6 Rene of Hollywood
  7 Introduce to the mix
  8 Waterfront walk
  9 Hide out indefinitely
 10 Run the engine
 11 April 13, e.g.
 12 Boggy area
 13 Mythological river
 18 Make, as money
 19 As originally placed
 24 Long, deep cut
 26 Jack-in-the-pulpit’s family
 27 Coloratura’s piece

 28 Removed, as a tattoo
 29 Early development sites?
 30 Eyelid irritation
 31 Lacking skill
 32 Poke fun at
 35 Float through the air
 36 Was a consumer?
 38 Cut with small strokes
 40 Green land
 41 Pulled dandelions
 42 Bit of this and a bit of that
 47 Discussion, briefly
 49 1492 ship of note
 50 A way to ski
 52 Not as iffy
 53 Arouse, as interest
 54 Cable sports award
 55 Colonnade for Zeno
 56 Gloomy atmosphere
 58 “__ creature was stirring ...”
 60 Rip or neap
 61 Physics class topic
 62 Apollo played it
 64 Word between  

an old and new name
 65 ___ and downs

“WELL REPRESENTED” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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O
n a small boat nosing its way 
through the frozen waters of the 
Grebbestad archipelago on Swe-
den’s west coast, lotta Klemming 

scans the mist-covered rocks for the perfect 
spot to find a local delicacy.

While France may spring to mind as a more 
obvious place to find oysters, the Swedish ar-
chipelago is home to wild Ostrea edulis – a 
variety distinct in size and flavour from those 
reared on farms.

The oysters, which can reach up to 11cm in 
size, have been long admired by connoisseurs 
in Sweden and in the 17th century the shell-
fish were collected from the region for the 
Swedish king’s table.

Klemming, 31, is one of a handful of divers 
in Sweden who plunge into the icy waters in 
full scuba gear to collect the shellfish year-
round.

Sitting in the boat, with a heavy fur hat 
pulled down over her long hair, the diver puts 
on thick woollen gloves over her drysuit to 
protect against the cold. 

Klemming and her father peter, who is also 
a diver, moor the small boat in the shallow 
waters by a rocky outcrop, check their air 
tanks and jump into the water with a plastic 
basket.

“They have a very intense taste – it’s not like 
a new beginner’s oyster,” Klemming says.

The oysters’ distinctive metallic aftertaste 
is best paired with a Guinness or stout, Klem-
ming suggests.

after filling several baskets, the pair heave 

themselves into the boat, speeding back to 
their dive house in the village of Grebbestad.

Klemming unloads the oysters and takes 
them in a wheelbarrow to a nearby beach to 
clean them with a knife and package them to 
be sold on to restaurants in Stockholm and 
Gothenburg where they sell for around €7 ($8) 
apiece.

She grew up in the village on the coast near 
the norwegian border, where her father and 
uncle work as divers, but she never planned to 
join the family business.

after leaving to pursue a career in fashion in 
Gothenburg, she missed the archipelago and 
decided to return and try diving six years ago.

The career change has offered more than a 
livelihood, she says.

“as a young woman these days, you grow up 
in a very judgmental world and you constant-
ly feel – or at least for myself – i constantly felt 
very judged by my looks,” she says.

“This is really the opposite of that, no one 
judges me because of it.”

Klemming says she is currently the only 
woman diving for oysters in Sweden.

The Covid-19 pandemic has meant a hit to 
the business as restaurants that sell her oys-
ters place fewer orders when customers stay 
at home.

Standing on the small pier in Grebbestad’s 
fog-covered harbour, Klemming says she has 
no plans to leave.

“One thing i will always do every single week 
– i want to dive. You can probably compare it 
with people doing yoga or meditation”. AFP

Lotta Klemming, a professional oyster diver, sits on a boat with the day’s catch of oysters near her family’s 
company in Grebbestad on Sweden’s west coast on January 31. AFP

Klemming left a career in the fashion industry in Sweden to return to her family’s home, taking up diving for 
wild oysters as a business. AFP

Sweden’s only female oyster 
diver now finds calm at sea



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  26, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

C
helsea took con-
trol of the battle to 
secure Champions 
league football next 

season as Timo Werner’s goal 
earned a 1-0 win over West 
ham on saturday, while liv-
erpool conceded a stoppage-
time equaliser to draw 1-1 
with Newcastle.

after a week dominated by 
england’s ‘big six’ aiming to 
guarantee top level europe-
an football every season via 
a breakaway super league 
(esl), Chelsea and liverpool 
turned their attentions to try-
ing to earn a top-four premier 
league finish on the field.

Manchester City, Man-
chester United, arsenal and 
Tottenham were the other 
four english clubs involved in 
proposals for the esl, which 
collapsed within 48 hours 
of its launch after a furious 
backlash from governments, 
governing bodies, players and 
fans.

The Blues are now in pole 
position for fourth as just a 
second premier league goal in 
22 games for Werner opened 
up a three-point advantage 
over the fifth-placed ham-
mers.

Thomas Tuchel blamed the 
distraction of huge protests 
outside stamford Bridge on 
the night the esl propos-
als crumbled for a 0-0 draw 
against Brighton on Tuesday.

The German made six chang-
es with one eye also on the first 
leg of his side’s Champions 
league semi-final against real 
Madrid on Tuesday.

however, Chelsea’s supe-
rior strength in depth showed 
against an injury-hit West 
ham without Michail anto-
nio, Declan rice and aaron 
Cresswell.

“We did not talk one word 
about super league from 
Tuesday on,” said Tuchel. “i 
felt everybody very concen-
trated and enjoying the focus 
on just the game.”

The result could have been 

very different had Chelsea 
defender Cesar azpilicueta 
not escaped strong claims for 
handball inside his own area 
as he deflected a shot wide 
midway through the first half.

Werner has failed to live up 
to his £50 million ($69 million) 
price tag since joining from 
rB leipzig last summer.

But the German ended his 
two-month goal drought with 
a composed finish from Ben 
Chilwell’s cross two minutes 
before half-time.

after the break, though, 
Werner showed the profli-
gacy in front of goal that has 
characterised his season as he 
somehow turned the rebound 
wide after lukasz Fabianski 
parried Mason Mount’s long-
range effort.

The in-form Jesse lingard 
came closest to an equaliser 
for the hosts as his looping ef-
fort drifted just wide.

But the hammers’ hopes 
were killed off 10 minutes 
from time when Fabian Bal-
buena was harshly sent off 
after a Var review for his fol-
low-through on Chilwell after 
clearing the ball.

“i thought it was a rubbish 
decision,” said West ham boss 
David Moyes. “i think it is a 
decision made by somebody 
who has never played the 
game.”

Liverpool don’t ‘deserve’ 
Champions League

liverpool are now four 
points adrift of the top four 
after throwing away a late lead 
against Newcastle, leading 
manager JurgenKlopp to say 
they do not deserve a place in 
the Champions league.

Mohamed salah had opened 
the scoring after just three 
minutes, but liverpool wasted 
a host of chances to extend 
their lead and paid in stop-
page time.

The reds even had a re-
prieve when Callum Wilson’s 
equaliser was ruled out after 
a Var review for handball, 
but still could not hold on as 
Joe Willock’s deflected strike 
secured a vital point in the 
Magpies’ bid for top-flight 
survival.

“if you deserve it, you de-
serve it,” said Klopp, echo-
ing the critics of the esl as a 

closed shop for europe’s big 
clubs.

“i didn’t see us today playing 
like we deserve Champions 
league next year. We have an-
other five games and we will 
see. We learn or we don’t play 
Champions league, that’s it.”

a draw extended Newcastle’s 
cushion over the bottom three 
to nine points.

But Brighton did little to aid 
their battle to beat the drop 
as they lost 1-0 at already-
relegated sheffield United to 
remain seven points clear of 
Fulham in 18th.

a protest outside anfield 
on saturday was more muted 
than the ones ahead of Chelsea 
and arsenal’s home matches 
in recent days, but a number 
of flags and banners were at-
tached to the gates around the 
ground calling out the “greed” 
of the club’s american owners 
Fenway sports Group (FsG).

Despite not being in action 
until sunday away to leeds, 
Manchester United fans also 
gathered outside Old Trafford 
on saturday to take aim at the 
Glazer family, who own the 
red Devils. AFP

england edge France to win women’s six Nations

UeFa’s Ceferin sets 
his sights on super 
league ‘flat-earthers’

reiGNiNG champions england left it 
late to beat France 10-6 in the women’s 
six Nations final at the Twickenham 
stoop on saturday.

home No.8 poppy Cleall scored the 

only try of the match on the stroke of 
half-time as england won a third suc-
cessive six Nations title in what was 
their eighth successive victory over 
France.

The red roses were only 7-6 ahead 
with barely a minute left on the clock 
when stand-in captain emily scarratt 
sealed victory with a penalty.

england and France are in the same 
group in next year’s Covid-19 delayed 
Women’s rugby World Cup in New 
Zealand.

The coronavirus pandemic meant 
that instead of all six Nations teams 
playing each other, they were split into 
two pools of three.

england and France, who meet 
again in a stand-alone match this 
week, had shared 33 tries between 
them as they topped their respective 
groups to win through to the final.

‘Unreal defence’
But the showpiece match was a 

much tighter contest, with centres-
carratt telling the BBC: “it doesn’t need 
to be big flamboyant scorelines every 
week.

“The defence was unreal and we had 
to dig in. i could have made it easier 
with a couple of penalties in the first 
half, but i’m really proud of the effort.

“The desire to not let them over the 
try-line was superb.”

France had the upper hand at the 
scrum in the early stages but were 
unable to make their set-piece and 
territorial dominance count.

scarratt missed two early penalty 
chances, including a relatively simple 
kick from close range, in the first quar-
ter. 

scarratt left the field soon after-
wards for what appeared to be a head 
injury assessment. 

France had a try disallowed for a 
forward pass and from the ensuing 
penalty, fly-half Caroline Drouin saw 
her kick fade away in the breeze.

But the final minute before half-
time saw england break the deadlock 
to lead 7-0.

Cleall powered away from a scrum 
and then, after a ruck near the opposi-
tion line, she forced her way over for 
a try. scarratt, back on the field, con-
verted.

France forced a scrum penalty early 
in the second half but Drouin was off 
target again.

Moments later, england infringed 
again and this time Drouin kicked 
a penalty to reduce the deficit to 
7-3.

Both sides made several basic han-
dling errors as the match headed into 
the final quarter. 

Cleall went off injured and with 10 
minutes left, France kicked a penalty 
to touch for an attacking line-out.

But substitute sarah hunter, eng-
land’s regular captain, then helped 
force a turnover.

France, however, with seven min-
utes left won a kickable penalty and 
Drouin’s kick went in off the post to 
reduce england’s lead to just one 
point.

scarratt’s effort then made sure of 
the title for england.

in the third place play-off, ireland 
beat italy 22-5 in Dublin with amee-
leigh Murphy Crow marking her first 
start by scoring two of the hosts’ four 
tries.

Meanwhile scotland saw off Wales 
27-20 in Glasgow to finish fifth in the 
table. AFP

UeFa president aleksander 
Ceferin has refused to rule out 
a ban from next season’s Cham-
pions league for all 12 clubs 
involved in trying to set up a 
breakaway european super 
league.

But Ceferin also told Britain’s 
Mail on sunday that the six 
english clubs – Chelsea, Man-
chester City, arsenal, Totten-
ham, liverpool and Manches-
ter United – deserve greater 
leniency as they were the first 
to back out.

he said their stance was in 
contrast to that of real Madrid, 
Barcelona and Juventus, ridi-
culed by Ceferin as “the ones 
who feel that earth is flat and... 
think the super league still 
exists.” 

in the space of 48 hours 
beginning last sunday, UeFa, 
aided by fans and politicians, 
quelled a mutiny by english, 
spanish and italian clubs 
attempting to form a quasi-
closed tournament designed to 
supplant the existing Champi-
ons league.

Nine clubs, including all six 
in england, subsequently with-
drew.

But Ceferin, who thanked 
British prime Minister Boris 

Johnson for his opposition to 
the super league, said discipli-
nary action remained an option 
for UeFa, european football’s 
governing body.

“everyone has to take conse-
quences for what they did and 
we cannot pretend nothing 
happened,” he warned.

however, the slovenian 
lawyer, elected UeFa presi-
dent in 2016, added: “But for 
me it’s a clear difference 
between the english clubs 
and the other six. They pulled 
out first, they admitted they 
made a mistake. You have to 
have some greatness to say: ‘i 
was wrong.’” 

“But everyone will be held 
responsible. in what way, we 
will see,” he said.

The irony is that UeFa were 
on the brink of enacting chang-
es that would have entrenched 
the position of many of the 
established Champions league 
powers behind the super 
league. 

But Ceferin said he was open 
to dropping the two extra 
Champions league spots in an 
expanded competition that 
were meant to be reserved for 
clubs based on their historic 
record. AFP

Werner tightens Chelsea’s grip on 
top four, liverpool held by Newcastle

West Ham United’s Czech midfielder Tomas Soucek (right) vies with Chelsea’s US midfielder Christian Pulisic 
during the English Premier League football match on Saturday. AFP

England’s players celebrate with the trophy after the final whistle in the Six Nations 
international women’s rugby union final match on Saturday. England beat France 
10-6. AFP

UEFA president AleksanderCeferin addresses the UEFA Congress in 
Montreux on April 20. AFP
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B
ayern Munich blew 
the chance to clinch the 
Bundesliga title for a ninth 
successive season on Sat-

urday as the club world champi-
ons crashed to a 2-1 defeat away to 
Mainz.

First-half goals by Jonathan 
Burkardt and robin Quaison sealed 
Mainz’s third straight win, pulling 
them away from the relegation fight 
and forcing Bayern to wait to be 
crowned champions.

On his return from a knee injury, 
Bayern striker robert lewandowski 
scored just before the end to leave 
him four short of Gerd Mueller’s all-
time record of 40 Bundesliga goals in 
a season.

“We just have to put the game 
behind us, we just weren’t asserive 
enough,” said Bayern coach Hansi 

Flick who wants to leave at the end 
of the season.

Bayern can still win the title on 
Sunday without kicking a ball if sec-
ond-placed rB leipzig, who are 10 
points behind Munich, lose at home 
to Stuttgart.

“That was too little from us in the 
first half, you can’t win games like 
that, in terms of body language and 
our build up,” said Bayern captain 
Manuel neuer, who was at fault for 
the opening goal.

“We created too few chances 
and were punished for our own  
mistakes.”

Mainz made sure Bayern had to 
put the champagne back on ice by 
capitalising on the visitors’ errors.

With just three minutes gone, a 
speculative shot by Germany Under-
21 striker Burkardt from the edge of 

the area deceived neuer and flew 
into the Bayern net.

The hosts doubled their lead be-
fore the break when Swedish striker 
Quaison got in between David alaba 
and Thomas Mueller to power his 
header past neuer.

Bayern showed an unusual lack of 
discipline as Jerome Boateng, leon 
Goretzka and alaba were all shown 
yellow cards within six minutes late 
in the first half.

Mainz had also been 2-0 up at 
half-time against Bayern at the alli-
anz arena in January until the hosts 
roared back to win 5-2 when lewan-
dowski scored twice.

However, this time Mainz held 
their nerve to earn their first 
home win over Bayern for nearly a  
decade.

lewandowski’s goal four minutes 

into added time was the visitors’ only 
consolation.

in Wolfsburg, erling Braut Haaland 
netted twice as Borussia Dortmund 
boosted their hopes of qualifying for 
the Champions league next season 
with a 2-0 away win.

Haaland sprinted clear of the de-
fence and fired home from a tight 
angle with just 12 minutes gone.

Dortmund played with 10 men for 
the last 31 minutes after 17-year-old 
england midfielder Jude Belling-
ham was sent off for a second yellow 
card.

However, Dortmund doubled their 
lead when Mahmoud Dahoud won 
the ball on the edge of his own penal-
ty area and his pass found Haaland.

The 20-year-old raced clear and slot-
ted past Wolfsburg goalkeeper Koen 
Casteels for his 37th goal in 38 games 

this season in all competitions.
With three games left, fifth-placed 

Dortmund are one point from the 
Champions league places and face 
rB leipzig, Mainz and Bayer le-
verkusen.

Haaland roared “yeesss!” at the 
final whistle and defender Manuel 
akanji said Dortmund are deter-
mined to play Champions league 
football next season.

“a few weeks ago we were still 11 
points behind Wolfsburg, now it’s 
just two,” said akanji.

“We’re not giving up and want to 
win every game.”

Finland striker Joel pohjanpalo 
struck a hat-trick as Union Berlin 
romped to a 3-1 home win against 
Werder Bremen to move up to sev-
enth and a point from the european 
places. AFP

nadal into 12th Barcelona final, 
faces ‘better than ever’ Tsitsipas
raFael nadal trounced com-
patriot pablo CarrenoBusta to 
reach his 12th Barcelona final 
where he will face StefanosTsit-
sipas, the Greek star who 
stunned the great Spaniard 
from two sets down in this 
year’s australian Open.

Top seed nadal, an 11-time 
champion in Barcelona, eased 
to a 6-3, 6-2 win over world 
number 13 CarrenoBusta in 90 
minutes.

it was nadal’s eighth win in 
eight meetings against his 
29-year-old Davis Cup team-
mate and his 65th in Barcelona.

“Tomorrow will be a very 
tough one. Stefanos is playing 
probably better than ever,” said 
nadal, who broke serve four 
times and hit 13 forehand win-
ners in the semi-final.

“not one set lost in Monte 
Carlo and here, so it will be the 
toughest opponent possible. i 
hope to be ready. it is going to 
be a tough one, but i need to be 
ready to increase my level and 
let’s see.”

He added: “i’m very happy to 
be back in a final here at an his-
toric event, a home event, an 
important one for me.”

nadal defeated Tsitsipas in 
the 2018 Barcelona final for the 
loss of just three games.

However, world number five 
Tsitsipas beat nadal on clay in 
the Madrid semi-finals in 
2019.

The 22-year-old Greek then 
recovered from two sets to love 
down to defeat nadal in the last 
eight at the australian Open in 
February.

Tsitsipas, winner of his first 
Masters 1000 event in Monte 
Carlo, booked his place in a 
second successive final when 
he beat italian teenager Jannik 

Sinner 6-3, 6-3 in his semi-final 
on Saturday.

“it feels great to be back in 
the final. i will try to redeem 
myself from last time,” said 
Tsitsipas. 

Tsitsipas could only convert 
one of six break points in the 
first set but it was enough for 
him to take it in 41 minutes.

He had to save two break 
points at 1-2 in the second 
before going on to break Sinner 
twice to seal the match.

Tsitsipas has now won nine 
straight matches without drop-
ping a single set. AFP

Bayern fails to secure title after loss at Mainz

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns the ball to Pablo CarrenoBusta during 
their ATP Barcelona Open tennis tournament singles semi-final match 
on Saturday. AFP

Bayern Munich’s Joshua Kimmich (L) and Mainz’ Jean-Paul Boetius both jump to head the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match on Saturday. AFP
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