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ABA Bank last Thursday 
contributed US$1 million to 
support the government’s 
efforts to stop the spread of 
Covid-19 exacerbated by 
the February 20 community 
incident.

In a letter of appreciation 
to ABA Bank, Prime Minister 
Samdech Hun Sen thanked 
Cambodia’s leading private 
financial institution – a 
subsidiary of the National Bank 
of Canada – for its generous 
contribution. “On behalf of 
the royal government and the 
people of Cambodia, I would 
like to express my deepest 

appreciation to ABA Bank’s 
management team for the 
donation of $1,000,000 to the 
royal government to  support the 
fight against Covid-19, which 
is spreading at present from the 
February 20 community event. I 
would like to express my sincere 
admiration to the management of 
ABA Bank for their generosity,” 
the prime minister said.

ABA Bank CEO Askhat 
Azhikhanov said: “Being an 
active part of Cambodian 
business society, we at ABA Bank 
support the government’s efforts 
to protect the wellbeing of the 
Cambodian people, especially 

during the Covid outbreak. 
We are honoured to make this 
contribution to empower the 
continuing fight against the 
spread of the disease, and we will 
continue helping communities in 
the future.

“As well as financial 
assistance, the bank expresses 
its commitment to its customers 
via modern digital and self-
banking solutions that support 
them and allow them to live 
full financial lives during the 
pandemic, and even in the 
current lockdown.” Following 
its mission and corporate 
values, ABA Bank is committed 

to supporting initiatives aimed 
at combating the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Since the outbreak began in 
the Kingdom early last year, 
ABA Bank has been organising 
fundraising events and donating 
funds through the initiatives of 
the National Bank of Cambodia 
and the Association of Banks 
in Cambodia. In addition to 
monetary support, the bank’s 
advanced ABA Mobile banking 
application has been used as 
a fundraising tool as part of 
the prime minister’s initiative 
to purchase vaccines against 
Covid-19. 

ABA Bank contributes $1 million to assist 
government in curbing Covid-19 spread
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THE Chey Sambor Cashew 
Nut processing cottage indus-
try plans to send the King-
dom’s maiden export to Japan 
next month, after the Cambo-
dian government reopened 
inter-provincial travel.

In Lai Huot, owner of Chey 
Sambor, which is based in 
southwestern Kampong 
Thom province’s Kampong 
Svay district, told The Post 
that her business would sup-
ply nine tonnes of cashew 
nuts to Japanese-owned Top 
Planning Japan Co Ltd, a 
partner in the construction 
of a $200,000 cashew nut 
processing plant.

According to Lai Huot, the 
first nine-tonne batch of 
cashew nuts was due to be 
shipped this month, but plans 
were delayed due to travel re-
strictions imposed to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

However, she said the nine 
tonnes of cashew nuts will 
be shipped to the company 
next month.

“Our partners want to ex-
port soon, I hope to be able 
to export as planned next 
month,” she said.

Lai Huot, who is also the 
president of the Chey Sam-
bor Cashew Nut Processing 
Handicraft Association, said 
that due to high demand this 
year, her business plans to 
increase the amount of ca-
shew nuts purchased from 
farmers to 500 tonnes for 

processing and export.
“We got a large amount of 

order from partners this year. 
So, we’re buying cashews at 
a reasonable price from our 
members to improve their 
livelihoods,” she said.

Chey Sambor has the ca-
pacity to process two to three 
tonnes of cashew nuts per 
day and can peel 10 tonnes 
of fresh cashew nuts per day. 
According to the contract, 
the cottage industry will sup-
ply 90 tonnes of cashew nuts 
each year to the Japanese 
company in the first phase.

Despite coronavirus bor-
der restrictions, Cambodia 
exported more than 200,000 
tonnes of cashew nuts to in-
ternational markets in the first 
nine months of 2020, up 20.51 
per cent year-on-year, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries reported.

The Kingdom shipped 
cashew nut products to the 
Vietnamese, Thai, Japanese, 
Russian, Chinese, Hong 
Kong, French, South Korean, 
Turkish and Bangladeshi 
markets during the period, 
the ministry said.

Cambodia exported more 
than 8.55 million tonnes of 
six agro-industrial crops, 
both formal and informal, 
worth more than $2.32 bil-
lion in 2020. These products 
include cassava, fresh man-
goes, cashew nuts, fresh 
bananas, Pailin longan, and 
pepper, according to figures 
from the ministry.

Kingdom’s first
cashew export
to Japan slated
for next month

lockdown extended
a medical worker shows proof of employment to a traffic officer after having been stopped. the government late on april 26 announced an extension 
of lockdown in phnom penh and adjacent takmao town in Kandal province for another week, effective through May 5. HEAN RANGSEY

Don’t use Covid jab as
political tool, PM says
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has appealed to 
developed countries 
not to hoard Covid-

19 vaccines or use them as a 
political tool.

Hun Sen made the call dur-
ing the virtual 77th annual 
session of the UN Economic 

and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific on April 
26 under the theme “Build-
ing Back Better from Crises 
through Regional Coopera-
tion in Asia and the Pacific”.

The prime minister said the 
disparity between develop-
ing and developed countries 
in access to vaccines poses 
risks and hinders economic 

recovery, noting that if that 
is the case only a handful of 
countries would achieve fast 
recovery while many would 
suffer in both the health and 
economic sectors.

“Cambodia would like to 
appeal to a number of coun-
tries not to hoard the vaccine 
more than needed as well as 
not to use the vaccine as a po-

litical tool,” Hun Sen said.
“In this context, fighting 

against Covid-19 and strength-
ening the quality and effective-
ness of the health system is the 
utmost priority for us,” he said.

He also emphasised the 
importance and urgency of 
the distribution of Covid-19
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Nov Sivutha

SEN Sok district authorities 
shut down a restaurant on 
April 25 and detained six peo-
ple after the establishment 
failed to follow the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Administra-
tion lockdown measures.

The people are now in the dis-
trict police station and authori-
ties are issuing them fines 
according to municipal admin-
istrative measures. The two 
owners had their business 
licence revoked, so they can no 
longer conduct any business, 
district police chief Hour Meng 
Vang told The Post on April 26.

“We just fined the restau-
rant’s owners, not send them 

to court,” he said.
District governor Mow 

Manith who led police forces 
to close the restaurant, located 
in the district’s Thmei com-
mune’s Poung Peay village, 
could not be reached for com-
ment on April 26.

Rights group Adhoc spokes-
man Soeng Sen Karuna said that 
he did not oppose the adminis-
trative lockdown measures used 
to prevent and stop Covid. But 
the authorities must have proper 
measures in place to assist with 
people’s livelihoods and debt.

He noticed that authorities 
had strictly enforced the meas-
ures on people going about their 
daily lives and business. They did 
not inquire about what people 

were doing and sometimes used 
harsh methods without consid-
ering people’s rights.

“We want the measures to be 
re-examined. We are worried 
about Covid infection and the 
administrative measures are 
good. But if the measures do not 
gain the participation, approval, 
and cooperation of citizens, it 
cannot be successful,” he said.

Sen Karuna requested that 
municipal authorities should 
come up with appropriate 
procedures for people to fol-
low and cooperate with 
authorities. So, the adminis-
trative measures will not be 
prolonged as it affects people’s 
income and damages the 
nation’s economy.

Mom Kunthear

T
HE Garment Manufacturers As-
sociation in Cambodia (GMAC) 
on April 22 urged owners and di-
rectors of factories in lockdown 

areas to consider providing allowance 
to workers, in addition to other support 
provided by the government.

The garment, footwear and travel 
products sector has been severely affect-
ed by government lockdown measures, 
GMAC said in an internal memo.

And affected factories face severe fi-
nancial losses, while workers face de-
clining incomes due to the suspension 
of employment contracts, it added.

“However, seeing the difficulties that 
our workers are facing during this dif-
ficult time, the association calls on all 
members in lockdown areas to consider 
providing a certain amount of allowance 
to your workers,” GMAC said. 

The association added that coupled 
with the various subsidies provided by 
the government, the allowance will facil-
itate workers’ daily lives until lockdown 
is repealed.

GMAC deputy secretary-general Kaing 
Monika asked factory owners to provide 
their workers with as much money as 
they can spare, calling on workers to be 
patient and tolerant during these trying 
circumstances.

He told The Post on April 26: “We ask for 
your understanding, however. During this 
time we see that the Royal Government 
has made every effort to provide food to 
our brothers and sisters as well.”

Appealing to a sense of obligation and 
social responsibility, Monika added that 
GMAC calls on garment factories that are 
members of the association to give “high 

consideration to humanitarian principles” 
in their decision to support their workers.

“We know that this is based on hu-
manitarian principles, so the allowance 
is more or less dependent on each fac-
tory’s ability and also on the morale of 
each owner,” he said.

The Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training issued a directive on April 19 
instructing the owners and directors of 
factories, enterprises, cottage industries 
and other companies that were tempo-
rarily shut during the lockdown period 
to pay any unpaid wages for April 1-14 
after restrictions are lifted.

Ministry spokesman Heng Sour on 
April 23 told a live broadcast on TVK that 
there is no shortage in the protection of 
workers’ rights and other interests dur-
ing lockdown.

The ministry will continue to advise all 
companies, factories and enterprises to 
maintain employment contracts for all 
workers during this period, he said.

“The ministry will protect workers’ po-
sitions, and you will receive your wages. 
In particular, that ministry has clearly 
determined and ordered that the two 
weeks’ wages of April must be paid to all 
workers,” Sour said.

The ministry has ordered all factories to 
close during this time, except those that 
produce foodstuffs such as instant noo-
dles, or medical equipment, he affirmed.

Factories found in violation of the 
order may incur fines from the minis-
try and other punitive actions from the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Administration 
and its counterpart in Kandal province’s 
Takmao town.
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Garment employers asked to 
provide allowance to workers

Garment workers stand in front of their rented apartments in Stung Meanchey III commune of 
Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district on April 24. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

PM: Spirit
of unity key
in Covid-19
uncertainty

Restaurant shut, six arrested for
breaching lockdown restrictions

Sen Sok district authorities shut down a restaurant on April 25 and detained six people after the establishment 
failed to follow the Phnom Penh Municipal Administration lockdown measures. POLIce

Voun Dara

THE Working Group for Press 
Freedom has co-organised 
a two-week campaign with 
the theme “Information as a 
Public Good” on social media 
to promote and highlight the 
importance of the freedom of 
the press and urge the pub-
lic’s participation.

In a press release, the work-
ing group – comprising 13 
journalists’ associations and 
civil society organisations – 
said the campaign will begin 
from April 26 to May 10 to cel-
ebrate World Press Freedom 
Day 2021.

The press release said that 
during the campaign, peo-
ple will post short messages 
about information as a public 
good, post videos of the roles 
of journalists and the me-
dia, Facebook profile photo 
frames, and radio and social 
media talks of topics con-
cerning journalists.

On May 3, the topic “Press 
Freedom and improved co-
operation” will be presented 
with speakers from relevant 
ministries and institutions 
as well as representatives of 
national and international 
organisations working in the 

information field in atten-
dance.

Nop Vy, executive director 
of the Cambodian Journalist 
Alliance, who is also a rep-
resentative of the working 
group, said: “Journalists have 
an especially important role 
in a democratic society, es-
pecially in Cambodia during 
Covid-19. It needs journal-
ists whose role is reporting 
accurate and timely news for 
citizens.”

He added that the celebra-
tion of the day was important 
for all citizens to promote 
freedom of the press and pro-
vide value to journalists.

Ith Sothoeut, representa-
tive of the working group 
and acting director of the 
Cambodian Centre for In-
dependent Media, said all 
relevant parties, especially 
the government, need to 
guarantee journalists’ safety 
so that they could exercise 
their rights and freedoms to 
report the news.

“We could report offences 
such as problems of inaction 
happening in society for the 
public interest and guarantee 
access to information to all 
Cambodian citizens without 
fear,” he said.

Working group rolls
out virtual press
freedom campaign

Mom Kunthear

THE Ministry of Health called 
on private hospital and clinics 
approved – or seeking approv-
al – to test and treat Covid-19 
patients to offer suitable pric-
es for their services.

Hok Kim Cheng, director-
general for health at the Min-
istry of Health, on April 25 
said a handful of medical fa-
cilities had applied after the 
ministry gave the green light 
for licensed private hospitals 
and clinics to treat Covid-19.

“The ministry issued a clear 
instruction about this, with 
the intention for our people 
to get treatment services at 
private hospitals.

“The ministry has already 
considered what the suitable 
prices that private hospitals 
can charge are – they should 
not focus on making a profit,” 
he said, adding that the min-

istry requires these facilities to 
publicly disclose their prices.

Private hospitals and clin-
ics will use rapid Covid-19 
testing devices, known as the 
Rapid Antigen Test for Covid-
19, he said, calling on them 
to contribute their resources 
during this difficult time.

“We won’t allow them to use 
the rapid test device [as a pre-
text] to track down people as 
they’d wish to. The device is 
used only for those come to the 
hospital for a test,” he said.

According to Kim Cheng, 
there are 35 treatment fa-
cilities and hospitals for mild 
Covid-19 cases across the 
country.

Minister of Health Mam Bun 
Heng urged private hospitals 
and clinics in Phnom Penh 
to submit a request to test 
and treat Covid-19 patients in 
order to ease the burden on 
state hospitals.

Private hospitals, clinics
told to offer just prices
for Covid-19 treatment

Health workers prepare to transport a Covid-19 positive patient in 
Phnom Penh. Heng cHIvOAn

Continued from page 1

vaccines in an equitable and 
affordable manner, especially 
for developing countries.

He added that although the 
global economy is expected to 
recover this year, there is great 
uncertainty as Covid-19 con-
tinues to spread, especially 
the faster-than-expected mu-
tations of the virus, which has 
disrupted economic recovery.

He continued that Cam-
bodia believed that the fight 
against the virus and the 
post-crisis recovery requires 
people to urgently address re-
gional and global challenges 
in a responsible manner with 
the spirit of unity, collabora-
tion and mutual respect.

Cambodia has already pro-
cured more than three million 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines, 
1.3 million of which were 
from China’s Sinopharm. 
The Kingdom also purchased 
two million Sinovac vaccines 
from China and 324,000 dos-
es of the AstraZeneca vaccine, 
marketed as COVISHIELD, 
through the COVAX initiative.  

As of April 26, Cambodia 
had vaccinated more than 1.2 
million people.
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WHO urges nat’l unity against Covid-19
as cases spiral, hospitals near capacity
Long Kimmarita

T
HE World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) in Cambo-
dia says all hope is not lost 
for Cambodia in its fight 

against Covid-19, though the figures 
globally – including in Cambodia – 
paint a “grim picture for now”.

WHO said Cambodia can still beat 
the virus as long as all Cambodians 
act as one nation and one society all 
committed to fighting Covid-19 in 
solidarity.

Cambodia has seen a significant 
increase in cases over the past two 
weeks, with the number of new cas-
es per day ranging from 157 to 655.

in total, 22 provinces have now 
recorded Covid-19 cases and the to-
tal number of cases stands at 9,975 
with 74 deaths as of april 25.

WHO representative to Cambo-
dia li ailan said it is never too late 
to turn things around and stop the 
outbreak from doing further harm.

“We know that it is never too late 
to turn the outbreak around –  all 
hope is not lost, as long as Cambo-
dia acts as one. One nation and one 
society – all committed to fighting 
Covid-19 in solidarity. The global 
evidence to date shows there are at 
least three essential elements to ad-
dress the pandemic effectively.

“When all these elements come 
together, it can turn the tide and 
slow infections. We have seen strong 
leadership in Cambodia already 
with difficult decisions made and 
decisive actions taken.

“But this alone is not enough. it 
is working together – in solidarity – 
across the public and private sectors, 
including the efforts of every individ-
ual. That is the key to success in the 
struggle against Covid-19,” said ailan.

Covid-19 is a health crisis, but 
also a socio-economic crisis. The re-
sponse to Covid-19 must go beyond 
just a health response to protect 
the economic future of Cambodia. 

if we do not control this outbreak, 
there will be disastrous health con-
sequences – followed by devastating 
economic impacts.

“The current outbreaks in factories 
and markets serve as a painful re-
minder of the importance of investing 
in mitigation measures before cases 
occur, in order to help prevent the vi-
rus from spreading,” she said.

in addition to these three mea-

sures, WHO also recommends that 
factory owners and managers take 
steps to reduce the risk of infections 
such as arranging for temperature 
screenings, rearranging worksta-
tions to allow physical distancing 
and ensuring adequate hand wash-
ing facilities as well as taking breaks 
in staggered shifts in order to avoid 
crowding workers together.

Factory owners and managers can 

play a critical role in responding to 
outbreaks by containing them quick-
ly and conducting contact tracing to 
help isolate the suspected cases and 
reduce the spread of the virus.

Factory workers also have a role 
in reducing the risk of infections by 
staying home if they are sick and by 
avoiding crowds, confined spaces 
and close contacts with other peo-
ple, whenever possible.

Mask wearing, frequent hand 
washing and maintaining physical 
distance all remain important as well 
and it is the combination of measures 
by industry and the actions of indi-
vidual that have the collective power 
to stop the spread of Covid-19.

“Similar steps can be taken by all 
parts of the private sector to reduce 
the risks of infection. Covid-19 has 
highlighted that investments in safe 
and healthy workplaces are part of a 
country’s economic development in-
frastructure and that they proactively 
protect the economy,” she said.

Under the current circumstances, 
the WHO expects that Cambodia’s 
collective health will depend on 
individual behaviours more than 
ever before. The small everyday de-
cisions that are individually made 
like where to go shopping or when 
to go to work all seem harmless and 
inconsequential.

However, when they are multi-
plied and spread out across an en-
tire country then it is the sum of 
these decisions that can dictate a 
country’s success or failure in con-
trolling the virus.

WHO representative to Cambodia Li Ailan. Hong Menea
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a rEpOrTEr who worked for 
an online news portal and 
his two associates were sent 
to Kandal provincial Court 
on april 25 for breaking the 
government-imposed inter-
provincial travel ban when 
attempting to cross the bor-
der of Kandal and Kampong 
Cham provinces on april 23.

The three men were arrested 
by police when they arrived 
at the border checkpoint in 
Krang Svay village, Svay am-
pear commune, Mok Kampoul 
district’s Svay ampea com-
mune in Kandal province.

Kandal provincial police’s 
minor crime bureau chief lak 
Mengthy said on april 25 that 
the three suspects were 36-
year-old Voeun Sophornra, 
a car mechanic and journal-
ist of Yoma TV online Sreang 
Mengly, 19, and Uy phearum, 
24. They are from Kratie prov-
ince but are currently resi-
dents in O’Bek Ka’am village 
and commune, phnom penh’s 
Sen Sok district.

“authorities have sent the 
three individuals to court for 
legal procedure because they 
violated the ban,” he said.

Mok Kampoul district police 
chief Ek lon told The Post on 
april 25 that the three suspects 
were driving a car with phnom 
penh license plates from the 
capital to Kratie province.

lon added that after the ar-
rest Sophornra showed a press 
iD of Yoma TV Online, but the 
other two were not journalists.

“They have heard about the 
ban, but still violated it. Those 
who violate the government’s ban 
will only face the law,” lon said.

Meanwhile, Department of 

information and Broadcasting 
director-general and Ministry 
of information spokesman 
phos Sovann told The Post on 
april 25 that Yoma TV online 
is registered with the ministry. 
However, journalists need to 
understand the rules and reg-
ulations concerning Covid-19.

Sovann added that all ar-
ticles of the law are stated. 
Journalists should check ar-
ticles 49 and 50 about lock-
down measures.

“We have to behave accord-
ing to the law. So, he cannot 
use his rights as a journalist to 
do whatever he wants. The law 
has to be applied,” he said.

“i told him to abide by the 
rules, and if he does not re-
spect the authorities then 
the authorities will apply the 
rules,” he said.

He said that journalists can 
travel in their district, where they 
work, but don’t break the law.

in a related event, Mengthy 
said that Kandal provincial 
court detained a 30-year-old 
man, Sou Meng Se in the pro-
vincial prison on april 24. Meng 
Se was charged with threaten-
ing to beat the village chief and 
a Kandal province’s Takhmao 
town guardsman while he was 
passing through a lockdown 
area while intoxicated.

He added that after his arrest 
police performed blood and urine 
tests and found Meng Se had con-
sumed alcohol and drugs.

“Judge Van Sopanha charged 
him with breaking the imple-
mented measures and driving 
under the influence of drugs 
in accordance with the provi-
sions of articles 4 and 11 of the 
law on the control of Covid-19 
and other contagious diseas-
es,” he said.

Three land in court for 
violation of travel ban

Tourism departments told to 
get nationwide resorts ready 
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
he phnom penh 
municipal and pro-
vincial tourism  
departments have 

been instructed to organise 
all tourist attractions across 
the country in accordance 
with safety standards before 
reopening resorts after the 
government lifted the inter-
provincial travel ban and 
the closure of all resorts on 
april 25.

Minister of Tourism Thong 
Khon said: “all tourist des-
tinations need to improve 
management, especially the 
maximum number of guests 
allowed at one time and to 
follow social distancing.”

Khon said that for small 
family gatherings in restau-
rants or cafes in tourist areas, 
it is necessary to maintain 
proper safety measures.

He said the departments 
must cooperate with provin-
cial administrations and lo-

cal authorities to implement 
measures to conduct proper 
screening and not allow peo-
ple who are in quarantine or 
testing for Covid-19 to visit 
re-opened tourist areas.

He said that all tourist des-
tinations must implement 
the measures set by the Min-
istry of Health and the Tour-
ism Safety rules of the tour-
ism ministry to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

He added that all tourist ar-
eas must record visitors’ de-

tails and use the “Stop Covid-
19” Qr code system.

all destinations must ar-
range temperature screen-
ing, alcohol spraying, dis-
infection, and tourists are 
required to wear masks in 
accordance with safety mea-
sures.

in addition, operators must 
improve the quality of tour-
ism products, maintain the 
environment, hygiene and 
apply appropriate prices for 
products and services.

Local tourists visit the Chi Phat eco-tourism site in Koh Kong province last year. HENG CHIVOAN

Visak Bochea Day quietly observed
Nov Sivutha

aS THE Covid-19 pandemic 
drags on, Buddhist pagodas 
across the country are cele-
brating Visak Bochea day in 
low-key fashion as Buddhists 
adhere to the government’s 
guidelines to curb the spread 
of Covid-19.

Ministry of Cults and reli-
gion spokesman Seng Som-
ony said that this year Visak 
Bochea is being celebrated in 
the same manner that Khmer 
New Year was celebrated two 
weeks ago when Buddhist 
followers in small numbers 
brought food alms to the 
monks at the pagodas and 
then quickly returned home.

He said there were no cel-
ebrations held by high-profile 
government officials like in 
past years because they were all 
afraid of contracting the virus 
and because they had sworn to 
obey the health measures and 
to avoid large crowds.

“at every pagoda across the 
country we have instructed 
them to celebrate the day 
briefly and then return home 
as instructed by the Ministry 
of Health,” he said.

in a Facebook post, prime 
Minister Hun Sen said Visak 
Bochea is celebrated by Bud-
dhists worldwide. He remind-

ed people that the day is one of 
the most important holy days 
in Cambodia because it com-
memorated three events in 
Buddhism: The birth, enlight-
enment and attainment of Nir-
vana by Gautama Buddha.

Hun Sen noted that Visak 
Bochea Day is registered with 
the UN as a World interna-

tional religious Day and it 
first gained that status back 
on December 15, 1999.

Venerable po Sokvun, chief 
monk of Vichetaram pagoda 
in the capital’s Chbar am-
pov district, said his pagoda 
observed the holiday but he 
urged Buddhists not to come 
to the pagoda and to instead 

celebrate the day at home 
with just their immediate 
families in order to protect 
their lives from Covid-19.

“at the pagoda, we will still 
celebrate this holy day; we won’t 
ignore it. But Buddhists who are 
not monks can celebrate it with 
their families at home instead 
this year,” he said.

Nov Sivutha

THE publisher of the Khmer 7 
January newspaper was place 
in pre-trial detention in Siem 
reap province on charges of 
spreading false news about 
a well-known businessman 
and Oknha.

The 50-year-old publisher, 
lim Hour, said in a Facebook 
post that ly Yong phat – a 
well-known businessman in 
Thailand and Cambodia – 
had died on april 20, 2021 
from unknown causes.

The honorific Oknha was be-
stowed upon Yong phat by roy-
al Decree on august 28, 1998.

Siem reap provincial court 
spokesman Yin Sreang told 
The Post on april 25 that the 
man named lim Hour had 
been charged under article 
425 of the Criminal Code.

“at this stage, a judge is ques-
tioning him. When the question-
ing is complete, a court hearing 
will he held. if he is found guilty, 
lim Hour will be sentenced to 
a term of one year t o two years 
in prison and fined fro m one to 
five million riel,” he sa i d.

However, journalist Soeurn 
Set in Siem reap said that some 
journalists had asked that the 
provincial court release ly 
Hour on bail because he was 

only accused of spreading false 
news and was not guilty of rob-
bery or a violent crime.

Sreang asked that the jour-
nalists retain legal represen-
tation and then the court will 
consider the case in five days 
time and make a reply.

Co-lawyers Nach Try and 
Touch Chhay, representing 
Yong phat, filed a complaint 
on april 23 with the National 
police’s anti-Cyber Crime De-
partment against Hour and 
his Facebook page operating 
under the name of News Fast 
for spreading false news, def-
amation and incitement.

They allege that the News 
Fast page not only falsely stat-
ed that Yong phat had died, it 
also said that he had stolen 
land from people and that he 
was a dishonest trader.

“They clearly intended to de-
fame our client in an attempt to 
incite public sentiment against 
him which could have affected 
his business deals with many 
national and international in-
vestors... Oknha phat is a sena-
tor and a prominent investor. 
He is also a generous indi-
vidual who has contributed to 
numerous charitable causes 
in Cambodia,” the complaint 
said, adding that at present he 
was in very good health.

News publisher charged 
for spreading fake news 

A man rides past a Visak Bochea banner hung at the entrance of Serey Mongkol Pagoda in the northeastern 
corridor of Mok Kampoul district in Kandal province, near Kampong Cham, on Monday. HENG CHIVOAN



Man crushed 
to death after 
sand bank 
collapse in  
K Chhnang 

A MAN died after a sand 
bank collapsed on him 
at a pit dredging site in 

Kampong Chhnang province’s 
Kampong Leng district. This 
is the second case this year in 
the area where a person has 
died under similar circum-
stances.

District police chief Pal 
Choeun told The Post on the 
evening of April 25 that the 
incident happened at 10am 
on April 23 in Lvea village of 
the district’s Svay Rompear 
commune.

The victim, 40-year-old Muth 
Kunthea, was the owner of the 
business and resided in Chres 
village of the district’s Trangil 
Commune.

Muth Kosal, the victim’s 
younger brother, said he and 
Kunthea went to prepare a 
sand pump at the pit to store 
sand for sale. The victim went 
down to inspect the sand 
pipe and started the dredging 
machine.

When Kunthea went to 
remove a hose to change the 
pump head, the bank of the 
sand pit suddenly collapsed 
on him.

“His brother and the villagers 
dug Kunthea out and took him 
from the pit, but the victim was 
already dead,” Choeun said.

According to the district 
police chief, the first such inci-
dent occurred in January.

“The sand dredging opera-
tions in this area is a family 
business. The villagers do not 
have the proper equipment, 
they just follow what they have 
learned from others,” he said. 
Kouth SophaK ChaKray

Voun Dara

THE Asia Injury Prevention 
(AIP) in cooperation with the 
Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) 
and other partners are looking 
into ways to replace worker 
transport trucks with safer ones 
to reduce traffic accidents.

AIP country director Kim 
Pagna said at a virtual launch 
ceremony on April 23 that AIP 
and CPS are exploring different 
options for changing the trucks. 
The replacement vehicles would 
be equipped with improved 
seating and passenger limits set. 
More than 70 participants 
attended the ceremony.

The focus of the study is 
three target groups from 
Phnom Penh, and the prov-
inces of Takeo, Kandal, Kam-
pong Speu,  Kampong 
Chhnang. The groups include 
drivers, government, trade 
unions, factories, the Garment 
and Footwear Manufacturers 
Association and development 
partners.

“[The study] aims to push for 
efforts to replace the trucks,” 
he said, adding that a working 
group will be set up and sup-
ported by deputy working 
groups to implement the 
project.

The working group will be 
tasked with pushing for 
change, while the deputy 
working groups will mobilise 
resources.

He said there are more than 
700,000 workers at garment 
and footwear factories, mostly 
women. The women contrib-
ute significantly to the family’s 
income and Cambodia’s econ-
omy.

According to a report from 
the National Social Security 
Fund in 2019, Cambodia had 
4,537 vehicles transporting 
workers to workplaces. Of the 
number, 2,827 are goods trucks 
or about 62 per cent.

Pagna said that at least one 
traffic accident involving a 
transport truck happens each 
month. This has caused doz-
ens of injuries and in some 
cases deaths.

CPS director Chan Sophal 
noticed that during the Covid 
outbreak, between 50 and 70 
workers travel standing in a 
tightly packed truck.

“They were forced to do this 
because they have no choice 
due to costs. Drivers only pro-
vide goods trucks for transport 
services. Safer vehicles such as 
buses with proper seats are not 
used,” he said.

National
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  APrIl  27, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Kandal factories to shut if 5% 
of workers Covid-19 positive
Ry Sochan

F
ACTOrIES in Kandal 
province where at least 
five per cent of work-
ers test positive for 

Covid-19 will be temporarily 
closed, provincial governor 
Kong Sophorn said in an April 
25 Facebook post.

The remark comes after a 
meeting with representatives 
of five factories in western 
Kandal’s Ang Snuol district, 
where workers had reportedly 
been directly and indirectly in 
contact with Covid-19 posi-
tive people, most of whom 
were travelling together.

These factories were Sun 
Best Garment, Grand Orien-
tal Footwear International, 
Vanco Industrial, Cam A P I 
Medical, and Andersen In-
dustries. 

Ang Snuol has 116 factories 
that employ more than 60,000 
workers.

Sophorn said: “As a result 
of the discussion meeting be-
tween the [Ang Snuol] District 
Administration and the repre-
sentatives of the five factories, 
we have agreed to take sam-
ples of all workers to test for 
Covid-19 using rapid test [de-
vices] immediately, as they are 
in the high-risk department 
and account for 20 per cent 
of the total number of work-
ers, including security guards, 
managers, drivers, and work-
ers who travel together.”

Workers found positive for 
Covid-19 will be treated in 
their respective factories and 
tenants of rented units in the 
same commune who had 
been directly in contact with 

them will have to quarantine 
there as well, the provincial 
governor said.

He added however, that those 
living outside of the commune 
where the factory is located will 
be “sent to their provinces, dis-

tricts and communes” for fur-
ther management.

Kandal Provincial Hall pro-
vincial deputy governor and 
spokesman Nov Peng Chan-
dara told The Post on April 26 
that the move was to prevent 

the spread of Covid-19 and 
support contact tracing.

“Factories located in lock-
down areas are completely 
closed,” he said. “Only the fac-
tories in Ang Snuol [district] 
are in connection with the out-

break, where we suspect that 
Covid-19 may be spreading.”

To date, 31 Covid-19 posi-
tive people have been found 
in two factories in Ang Snuol 
district, according to Peng 
Chandara.

Workers found positive for Covid-19 will be treated in their respective factories and tenants of rented units in the same commune who had been 
directly in contact with them will have to quarantine there as well. hEaN raNGSEy

Garment factory workers stand inside a transport truck as they commute to Phnom Penh’s Russey Keo district. hoNG MENEa

Study aims to improve worker transport trucks 
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,700 16,700 16,700 16,640

2 GTI 4,080 4,020 4,080 4,000

3 PAS 13,020 13,080 13,080 12,980

4 PEPC 3,040 3,050 3,050 3,040

5 PPAP 13,080 13,080 13,080 13,080

6 PPSP 1,910 1,920 1,920 1,880

7 PWSA 6,660 6,620 6,660 6,560

Date: April 5, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2561 6.5671 110.61 4.1425 1.3451 31.41 0.7620 1.1742 1.3858

private firms
in Kingdom 
laud repeal 
of travel ban
Hin Pisei

THE private sector welcomed the 
government’s decision to reopen 
inter-provincial travel, saying the 
move will remove challenges brought 
about by the lockdown and lead to 
steady improvement in Cambodia’s 
economic activity.

royal Government Circular No 
53, dated april 25, ended an inter-
provincial travel ban and closures of 
tourism resorts nationwide imposed 
on april 6 and april 17 respectively 
in a bid to curb the spread of Covid-
19, especially over the Khmer New 
Year holiday.

“This does not apply to phnom 
penh or Kandal’s Takmao town, 
which remain in lockdown and un-
der the jurisdictions of the phnom 
penh municipality and Kandal pro-
vincial administration,” said the an-
nouncement signed by prime Min-
ister Hun Sen.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president lim Heng told The 
post on april 25 that reopening traf-
fic in areas not designated as high-
risk of Covid-19 transmission would 
alleviate some of the issues related 
to moving merchandise for the do-
mestic market and for export.

Economic activity grows in tan-
dem with travel, he noted.

”This is what the private sector 
wants, because restricting people’s 
movement has a huge impact on 
the economy, with investors trav-
elling and transporting goods from 
one region to another stuck,” Heng 
said. 

Cambodia logistics association 
(Cla) president Sin Chanthy said 
this was a “turning point” for goods 
transport, despite the limited scale 
of the reopening.

”This is a smart and flexible strat-
egy of the government to gradually 
allow economic activity in the coun-
try to resume. This is a positive sign 
for the transport sector, because if 
it is not possible to transport goods 
in and out, it may cause a lot of ob-
stacles,” he said.

He noted that the Cla obtained 
a number of permits from phnom 
penh Municipal Hall that made 
it easier for staff to schedule and 
transport goods, especially those to 
be exported.

On april 25, the governors of 
phnom penh and preah Sihanouk 
province said blockades would con-
tinue due to the large numbers of 
new Covid-19 cases reported daily.

Hin Pisei

T
HE formal signing of the 
Cambodia-South Korea Free 
Trade agreement (CKFTa), 
scheduled for mid-year, will 

be postponed due to disruptions 
from the Covid-19 outbreak stem-
ming from the February 20 commu-
nity incident, according to a spokes-
man for the Ministry of Commerce.

Minister of Commerce pan Sorasak 
and his South Korean counterpart 
Yoo Myung-hee signed the agreed 
minutes on the conclusion of negoti-
ations over the deal via video link on 
February 3, with both sides schedul-
ing an official signing ceremony in 
June.

Ministry spokesman Seang Thay 
told The post on april 26 that nego-
tiations on the terms of the CKFTa 
were completed in February.

at the time, the two sides expected 
a formal agreement to be signed in 
the middle of this year, when Cam-
bodia is due to host the 13th asia-
Europe Meeting (aSEM13), he said.
The Korean leader will come to Cam-
bodia to witness the official signing.

“Currently, Cambodia is facing the 
February 20 community incident, so 
plans to formally sign a Cambodia-
Korea trade agreement will not be as 
expected,” he said.

He added that when the agreement 
enters into force, it will provide many 
benefits for Cambodia’s economic 
growth, as Cambodian products will 
have a wider market.

Goods exports from Cambodia to 
Korea will grow particularly strong-
ly, because the Kingdom will re-
ceive more and newer concessions 
through the deal, Thay said.

at the same time, tariffs on imports 
to Korea will also be reduced. “This is 
also an opportunity to attract foreign 

investment intoCambodia to pro-
duce and export to Korea,” he said.

aSEM13 will be postponed for the 
second time, from June to end-2021, 
according to a press release issued by 
the Ministry of Foreign affairs and in-
ternational Cooperation on March 4.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president lim Heng said that 
the CKFTa would have a positive 
impact on Cambodia’s trade balance 
because Korea is a country with a 
growing economy and high demand 
for products from Cambodia. This 
agreement will be a magnet to attract 
more Korean investors to invest in 
Cambodia.

“The Cambodia-Korea Free Trade 
agreement will increase the export 
of Cambodian goods to Korea, as 
there will be some tax exemptions, 
especially for agricultural products,” 
he said.

according to Heng, Cambodia’s 
exports to Korea include garments 
and textiles, footwear, bags, spare 
parts, components for electronic 
equipment, rubber and agricultural 
products. South Korean exports to 
Cambodia including vehicles, elec-
tronics, electrical appliances, bever-
ages, pharmaceuticals and plastic 
products.

in 2020, Korea was the eighth larg-

est export market for Cambodian 
goods, after the US, Japan, China, the 
UK, Canada, Thailand and Vietnam.

Cambodia exported$99.07 million 
worth of goods to the Korean market 
in the first quarter of 2021, up from 
$93.85 million, or 5.6 per cent com-
pared to the same period in 2020, ac-
cording to data from the Korea inter-
national Trade association.

Meanwhile, imports from Korea 
fell 0.6 per cent from $147.84 mil-
lion to $146.94 million. in 2020, the 
total trade volume between the two 
countries was worth $884.88 million, 
down 17.77 per cent from $1.032 bil-
lion in 2019.

Three firms join market drive in restricted areas
Thou Vireak

aEON Mall, Makro and Virak Buntham 
Express on april 26 said they will work 
with the Ministry of Commerce to pro-
vide essential food items for sale in 
designated red zones in a bid to main-
tain prices and stabilise the supply of 
goods in the market during the ongo-
ing coronavirus lockdown in phnom 
penh and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province.

The announcement comes days after 
the ministry launched an online mar-
ketplace (shop.moc.gov.kh) on april 21.

Ministry undersecretary of state pen 
Sovicheat told a special live broadcast 

of state-owned TVK on april 26 that 
“at least three companies” have com-
mitted to work with the ministry to get 
essential goods to red zones and other 
restricted areas.

He said aeon Mall, Makro and Virak 
Buntham Express will organise booths 
stocked with goods that will be uploaded 
to the ministry’s online marketplace.

“We will continue to work with 
other supermarkets to expand the 
sales network and add more items. 
We’re also considering expanding 
booths and showrooms, but adding 
more locations must be done very 
carefully because it could lead to 
transmission of Covid-19 and result 

in market closures, ”Sovicheat said.
Virak Buntham Express will launch 

64 mobile units selling groceries such 
as vegetables, fish and meat to 14 red-
zone destinations, according to direc-
tor-general SuoVireak.

He told The post: “We think people 
in blockaded areas are having a hard 
time getting fresh food, such as veg-
etables, fish, meat, which we sell at 
reasonable prices, so i decided to join 
the government, getting vehicles ready 
to transport supplies to the people in-
lockdown areas.”

according to Sovicheat, the minis-
try’s measures are aimed at maintain-
ing price stability as well as the stability 

of supply being transported from the 
provinces to phnom penh.

“The ministry notes that if we can 
properly coordinate supply, we will en-
sure price stability and be able to curb 
rising prices in these difficult circum-
stances. We are not supervisors for trad-
ers, we are just sales- and marketing-
intervention facilitators,” he said.

The ministry said that on april 25, 
it sold 522 50kg sacks of milled rice, 
1,230 boxes of instant noodles, 384 
cases of fish sauce, 366 packs of soy 
sauce, 894 cans of fish, 102 packs of 
bottled drinking water and 1642kg 
bags of chhay pov – or sun-dried 
preserved daikon radishes.

Korea trade deal signing postponed

Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak and his South Korean counterpart Yoo Myung-hee signed the agreed minutes on the conclusion 
of negotiations over the deal via video link on February 3, with both sides scheduling an official signing ceremony in June. 
COMMERCE MINISTRY
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THE State Bank of Vietnam 
(SBV) will keep a proactive 
and flexible monetary policy 
based on market develop-
ments and forecasts for the 
macro-economy, SBV deputy 
governor Dao Minh Tu told a 
meeting on april 22.

This monetary policy is 
meant to control this year’s 
inflation within the targeted 
ceiling of about four per cent, 
support macroeconomic sta-
bilisation, assist economic 
recovery, ensure liquidity, 
maintain stability in the mon-
etary and forex markets, and 
create conditions to reduce 
capital expenses for people, 
businesses, and the economy 
as a whole, the official said.

The SBV will maintain a close 
watch on domestic and foreign 
macro-economic and mone-
tary changes, foreign exchange 
rate developments, as well as 
foreign currency demand and 
supply to set appropriate ex-
change rates, he noted, adding 
that it will carry out measures 
and policy tools to stabilise 
exchange rates and the forex 
market to help ensure macro-
economic stability.

Credit provision will be 
boosted, especially for prior-
ity fields to match economic 
restructuring and help fuel 
growth and stabilise the mac-
roeconomy.

Tu also stressed the need to 
tighten control over credit for 
high-risk areas like real estate, 
transport projects in build-op-

erate-transfer (BOT) and build-
transfer (BT) formats, and se-
curities while at the same time 
adopting solutions to tackle 
difficulties facing those hit 
hardest by the Covid-19 pan-
demic and natural disasters.

The central bank will order 
credit institutions to facili-
tate people and enterprises’ 
access to credit to help mini-
mise loan-sharking, he said.

pham Thanh Ha, director 
of the SBV’s Monetary policy 
Department, reported a credit 
growth rate of 3.34 per cent as 
of april 16, compared to the 
end of 2020, pointing out that 
the credit growth has begun 

stagnating as credit has in-
creased by just 0.41 per cent in 
half a month though the rise 
was 0.76 per cent in January, 
eased slightly to 0.66 per cent 
in February due to the Covid-
19 resurgence, and surged by 
2.93 per cent last month.

The SBV said that since the 
beginning of the year, it has 
flexibly and synchronously 
used monetary policy tools to 
ensure liquidity for the banking 
system, stabilise the monetary 
market, and help reduce input 
cost for credit organisations, 
easing the pressure on deposit 
and lending interest rates. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s central bank to keep 
proactive, flexible monetary policy

prominent Malaysian businessman dies
May Kunmakara

T
HE Malaysian busi-
ness community in 
Cambodia voiced 
sadness and sorrow 

over the devastating loss of 
prominent and veteran busi-
nessman Teh Sing who passed 
away on april 26 due to illness, 
at the age of 69. 

Teh, who was president of 
the Malaysian Business Cham-
ber of Cambodia (MBCC), is 
no stranger when it comes to 
Cambodia, having first stepped 
on Cambodian soil back in 
1992, 29 years ago.

He started his journey in Cam-
bodia as a sales director for Cam-
brew ltd, manufacturer and 
distributor of angkor Beer and 
the pepsi range of soft drinks. He 
retired from Cambrew as chief 
operating officer in June 2006, 
according to MBCC. 

Having formed a deep con-
nection with Cambodia, Teh 
stayed on and started his own 
company, Gangga pte ltd fo-
cusing on consultancy, adver-
tising and promotions. 

Teh has been a key figure in 
the MBCC, having been the 
founding member and presi-
dent of the Malaysia Club in 
1993 and then as MBCC presi-
dent from 1997 until 1999. 
in 2006, he was re-elected as 
MBCC president, a position 
he held until the end.

“He has been a key figure 
when it comes to connecting 
Malaysian nationals and Ma-

laysian companies operating 
in Cambodia and enhancing 
networking opportunities and 
information sharing between 
Malaysia and Cambodia,” 
MBCC said.

His passion and dedication 
to this cause are second to 
none. He has always preached 
to Malaysians doing business 
in Cambodia to respect and 
obey the law of Cambodia 

and, to contribute and give 
back to the society that has 
provided the opportunity for 
them to do business here, ac-
cording to MBCC.

“He is a proponent of bring-
ing in Malaysian investments 
and businesses to Cambodia 
through the creation of sev-
eral development-friendly in-
vestment policies that benefit 
both the Malaysian investors 

and, the Cambodian labour 
and economy,” MBCC added. 

Malaysian ambassador to 
Cambodia Eldeen Husaini 
Mohd Hashim told The post 
on april 26 that Teh is among 
the pioneer Malaysians who 
came to Cambodia “living the 
dream”.

He has vast experience in the 
ups and downs of working and 
living in Cambodia so much 

so that he is the dean among 
Malaysian here, according to 
Eldeen.

“Brother Teh Sing is not only 
a president of Malaysia Cham-
ber of Commerce in Cambo-
dia but also a dear friend and 
brother to me. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with him.

“if i were to list his contribu-
tions towards enhancing bilat-
eral relation between the two 

countries it will be endless. 
He has been close collabora-
tion with all nine Malaysian 
ambassadors including me in 
becoming the bridge that con-
nect us,” he said.

During the ambassador’s 
tenure, Teh “had several of-
ficial engagements with us, 
especially during the honour-
able prime minister’s official 
visit to Cambodia in 2019.

“He is also actively involved 
in the rescue mission of Ma-
laysians stranded in Cambo-
dia due to the Covid-19 crisis 
last year and he has been our 
prime contact in terms of 
engaging Malaysians here in 
Cambodia,” he added.

according to the ambas-
sador, Teh also led many 
business forums – such as 
dialogues between Malaysian 
businesses and the prime 
minister, with the trade and 
foreign ministers in 2019 that 
led to “positive outcomes”.

“He will truly be missed by 
many who know him as being 
a very humble but firm indi-
vidual. He always gives me 
valuable advice and guidance 
every time and anytime on 
many issues.

“My condolences go to his 
family and relatives and close 
friends. Teh Sing is truly a hero 
and a great Malaysian whom i 
proudly called ‘abang’ [brother].

“Dear ‘abang’ Teh Sing, rest 
in peace, you’re gone from 
our sight, but never from our 
hearts,” Eldeen said.

Malaysian Business Chamber of Cambodia (MBCC) president Teh Sing passed away on Monday due to illness, at the age of 69.   SUPPLIED

Hin Pisei

apSara National author-
ity and angkor Enterprise 
on april 25 reopened angkor 
archaeological park in Siem 
reap province to visitors after 
it was temporarily closed on 
april 7 to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19 to locals.

This is accordance with roy-
al Government Circular No 53 
dated april 25, which ended 
an inter-provincial travel ban 
and closures of tourism resorts 
nationwide, the two authori-
ties said in joint statement is-

sued on the same day.
“apsara National authority 

and angkor Enterprise has 
reopened [the complex] for 
tourists to visit the temples 
and restarted sales of tick-
ets to angkor as usual,” they 
said.

From January to March, ang-
kor Enterprise sold a total of 
4,482 tickets to foreign visitors, 
which generated $185,079, 
down 98.97 per cent from the 
same period last year.

Foreign visitors to the temple 
complex plummeted by 81.82 
per cent to 400,889 last year 

over 2019. revenue from ticket 
sales was $18,654,828 in 2020, 
down by 81.17 per cent from a 
year earlier, angkor Enterprise 
reported.

Cambodia logged just $1.023 
billion in international tour-
ism revenue last year, mark-
ing a 79.4 per cent drop from 
$4.919 billion in 2019.

The Kingdom welcomed 
1,306,143 international tour-
ists in 2020, down by 80.2 per 
cent from 6,610,592 in 2019, 
according to the Ministry of 
Tourism’s 2020 Tourism Statis-
tics report.

angkor complex reopens
From January to March, Angkor Enterprise sold a total of 4,482 tickets to foreign visitors, which generated 
$185,079, down 98.97 per cent from the same period last year. SIEM REAP PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION

A bank clerk counts bills at a BAOVIET Bank branch. VIETNAM NEWS 
AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



Honda aims for 
all new vehicle 
sales to be EVs, 
FCVs by 2040

HONDA Motor said it aims to 
only sell electric (EV) and 
fuel cell vehicles (FCV) by 

2040, making it the first Japanese 
automaker to move away from petrol 
cars as part of its drive to promote 
decarbonisation.

“By setting a high goal and sharing 
the attitude to pursue it (within the 
company), we aim to challenge for its 
realisation,” Honda’s new president 
Toshihiro Mibe said as he unveiled the 
plan during an April 23 press confer-
ence.

EVs and FCVs are considered eco-
friendly in terms of carbon dioxide 
emissions compared with conven-
tional petrol cars. FCVs are powered 
by electricity generated through a 
chemical reaction between hydrogen 
and oxygen and do not emit CO2.

Honda’s move is in line with the 
Japanese government’s policy of mak-
ing all new cars sold in the country 
electrified by 2035. Electrified cars 
include petrol-electric hybrids, which 
Honda’s rivals Toyota Motor Corp and 
Nissan Motor Co have been promot-
ing as part of their efforts to meet the 
government target.

In the run-up to 2040, Mibe said his 
company plans to raise the rate of EVs 
and FCVs sold in advanced countries 
to 40 per cent of total sales by 2030 
and 80 per cent by 2035.

Honda plans to launch two large EVs 
in North America developed together 
with General Motors in 2024 and in-
troduce 10 Honda brand EVs in China 
within the next five years, he said. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JAPANESE firms NTT Corp 
and Fujitsu Ltd plan to form 
a business alliance to develop 
6G communications network 
infrastructure, The Yomiuri 
Shimbun has learned.

The alliance will focus on 
technology beyond the 5G 
high-speed, high-capacity 
communications standard 
that will become the norm.

The firms are aiming to in-
crease their international com-
petitiveness by bringing togeth-
er their respective technologies 
amid intensifying competition 
with foreign companies in the 
telecommunications field, ac-
cording to sources.

The two companies are ex-
pected to make an announce-
ment about the tie-up as early 
as April 26.

The main pillar of the alli-
ance will be Fujitsu’s coopera-
tion in the Innovative Optical 
and Wireless Network (IOWN), 
a communications infrastruc-
ture that NTT is developing 
with an aim to put into practi-
cal use around 2030.

Compared with existing 
technologies, IOWN expands 
transmission capacity by 125 
times and decreases power 
consumption by 99 per cent.

The system is also expected to 
contribute to the government’s 
decarbonisation initiative.

Practical application of 
IOWN will require the devel-
opment of various related 

components that incorporate 
the new technology.

NTT, through a subsidiary, 
has taken an approximately 
67 per cent stake in Fujitsu 
Advanced Technologies Ltd, 
a Fujitsu subsidiary that is 
strong in semiconductor de-
sign. NTT is expected to make 
maximum use of the firm’s 
technologies.

NTT also hopes to capitalise 
on Fujitsu’s advanced infor-
mation processing technol-
ogy, such as that developed 
through the operation of the 
Fugaku supercomputer.

Fujitsu, for its part, aims to 
increase its presence in the 
overseas telecommunications 
equipment market through 
the deepening of its relation-
ship with NTT.

Japanese companies in the 
5G market are lagging behind 
the likes of Ericsson AB of Swe-
den and Nokia Oyj of Finland. 
Similar to Fujitsu, NEC has tied 
up with NTT, in a sign that Japa-
nese companies are working 
together to regain their footing.

US tech giants such as Intel 
Corp and Microsoft Corp have 
expressed support for IOWN.

While Chinese telecommuni-
cations giant Huawei Technolo-
gies Co is gathering strength, 
Japanese companies have made 
clear their stance of cooperating 
with the US to tackle economic 
and security issues. THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

NTT, Fujitsu slated to 
from alliance for 6G 
network infrastructure

Indonesia futures regulator 
mulls crypto transaction tax
I

NDONESIA’S Commodity Fu-
tures Trade Regulatory Agency 
(Bappebti) is considering a plan 
to tax cryptocurrency transac-

tions amid rising public interest in 
the digital asset, especially in the 
past year.

According to the agency, which 
falls under the trade ministry, the 
government is expected to impose a 
type of final income tax (PPh Final) 
on transactions using virtual cur-
rency, to be automatically levied by 
the 13 cryptocurrency trading plat-
forms registered with Bappebti.

“It is currently [undergoing] inter-
nal review at Bappebti, then we will 
coordinate with the BKF,” Bappebti 
head Sidharta Utama told The Jakar-
ta Post by text message on April 20, 
referring to the finance ministry’s 
Fiscal Policy Agency. He added that 
the tax rate had not been discussed.

The BKF confirmed separately 
with local media that it had not re-
ceived official word from Bappebti 
on the agency’s planned cryptocur-
rency tax.

Bappebti has taken several steps 
in recent months to tighten control 
over cryptocurrency trading amid 
the rising popularity of virtual cur-
rency worldwide.

In December, the agency issued a 
regulation that recognised 229 cryp-
tocurrencies as legally tradable com-
modities and this February, it issued 
another regulation to recognise the 
13 platforms as licensed cryptocur-

rency trading platforms.
With growing consumer interest in 

the digital asset, the value of Bitcoin 
(BTC), the world’s largest crypto-
currency, recently reached a record 
high of $63,000. But the volatile cur-
rency’s value slipped on April 22 to a 
one-month low of $51,701.

Indonesian Crypto Asset Traders 
Association (Aspakrindo) executive 
chairman Teguh Kurniawan Har-
manda said the organisation had 

proposed a rate of 0.05 per cent for 
the planned cryptocurrency trans-
action tax, lower than the tax rate 
for shares’ transaction value on the 
local bourse.

“To date, there has been no feed-
back on the type of tax,” Teguh was 
quoted as saying on April 19 by busi-
ness newspaper Kontan. “We hope 
the tax rate will not be too high, [or] 
we fear that investors may turn to 
investing in crypto [assets] through 

illegal channels, which would be 
harmful.”

He added that crypto assets 
reached 40 trillion rupiah ($2.8 bil-
lion) per month in average transac-
tion volume last year, or around 480 
trillion rupiah for the whole year.

Cryptocurrency transactions in 
Indonesia are regulated primarily 
under Trade Ministerial Regulation 
No 99/2018 on crypto asset trading.

While local regulations allow cryp-
tocurrencies to be traded as a com-
modity, they may not to be used as a 
payment instrument, a function that 
is exclusive to the rupiah as stipulat-
ed by the 2011 Currency Law.

Oscar Darmawan, CEO of Indodax, 
one of the country’s largest crypto 
exchange platforms, expressed sup-
port for the tax plan, saying that he 
did not expect it would burden in-
vestors.

Indodax has seen its user base 
surge 50 per cent annually to three 
million users this year. However, 
blockchain transactions in Indone-
sia contributed only one per cent to 
worldwide transactions, so virtual 
currency was thus not a huge source 
of potential tax revenue.

“[Blockchain adoption] is just not 
optimal yet,” Oscar told the Post by 
text message on April 23, adding 
that increasing local adoption of the 
technology would require “a lot of 
support, such as from the govern-
ment”. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

The Indonesian government is looking at taxing cryptocurrency transactions as consumer 
interest continues to grow worldwide, leading Bitcoin to hit a record high on April 13.PIXABAY

Rojana, EVLOMO set to build $1B 
lithium battery plant in Thai EEC
ROJANA Industrial Park Pcl 
and EVLOMO Inc plan to set 
up an 8GWh- (gigawatt hour) 
lithium battery plant in Thai-
land’s Eastern Economic Cor-
ridor (EEC).

The companies will invest 
up to a total of $1.06 billion 
through a new joint venture 
(JV) company.

Rojana will own a 55 per 
cent stake in the new JV and 
45 per cent will be owned by 
EVLOMO.

The battery plant will be on 
a greenfield manufacturing 
site at Nong Yai in Chonburi 
province. It is expected to 
create more than 3,000 new 
jobs and bring required tech-
nology to Thailand, as achiev-
ing self-reliance in battery 
manufacturing is critical to 
Thailand’s ambitious electric 
vehicle (EV) plans ahead, the 
companies said.

The collaboration brings 
together Rojana, leader from 
the industrial estate develop-
ment sector of Thailand, and 
EVLOMO, leader in electric 
mobility in Thailand, to de-
velop and produce techno-
logically advanced batteries.

The battery plant would es-
tablish Nong Yai as an EV hub 
of Thailand and the ASEAN 
region, the companies said.

The technological aspects 
of the project will be led by Li 
Qiyong and Xu, who will bring 
state-of-the-art technology to 

design and produce lithium 
batteries in Thailand.

In the first stage, both par-
ties will set up a 1GWh plant 
with an investment of $143 
million in 18-24 months. 
Groundbreaking is expected 
to take place in 2021.

The batteries will be for 
electric four-wheelers, buses, 
heavy vehicles, two-wheelers, 
and energy storage solutions 
for Thailand and overseas 
markets.

“EVLOMO is honoured to 
have a collaboration with Ro-

jana. In the field of advanced 
EV battery technology, EVLO-
MO expects this collaboration 
would be one of the memo-
rable moments for putting 
the adoption of EV forward 
in Thai and ASEAN market,” 
said CEO Nicole Wu.

“The investment would 
play the role of vitalising the 
EV industry in Thailand. We 
look forward to Thailand be-
coming a global hub for R&D 
[research and development], 
manufacturing and adoption 
of advanced energy storage 

and EV technologies in entire 
Southeast Asia,” said Kanit 
Sangsubhan, secretary-general 
at the EEC Office, who was also 
present at the signing event.

Rojana president Direk Vin-
ichbutr said: “The EV revolu-
tion is taking the country by 
storm and we are happy to 
be a part of this change. This 
association with EVLOMO 
will enable us to deliver glob-
ally competitive products. We 
look forward to a strong and 
fruitful association.” THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Achieving self-reliance in battery manufacturing is critical to Thailand’s ambitious electric vehicle (EV) plans, 
according to Rojana and EVLOMO. AFP
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NaSa’s mini helicopter inge-
nuity on april 25 successfully 
completed its third flight on 
Mars, moving farther and fast-
er than ever before, with a 
peak speed of 2m/s.

after two initial flights dur-
ing which the craft hovered 
above the red planet’s surface, 
the helicopter on this third 
flight covered 50m of distance, 
reaching the speed of 2m/s, or 
more than 7km/h in this latest 
flight.

“Today’s flight was what we 
planned for, and yet it was 
nothing short of amazing,” 
said Dave lavery, the ingenu-
ity project’s programme exec-
utive.

The perseverance rover, 
which carried the 1.8kg 
rotorcraft to Mars, filmed the 
80-second third flight. NaSa 
on april 25 said video clips 
would be sent to Earth in the 
coming days.

The lateral flight was a test 
for the helicopter’s autono-
mous navigation system, 
which completes the route 

according to information 
received beforehand.

“if ingenuity flies too fast, 
the flight algorithm can’t track 
surface features,” NaSa 
explained in a statement about 
the flight.

ingenuity’s flights are chal-
lenging because of conditions 
vastly different from Earth’s – 
foremost among them a rare-
fied atmosphere that has less 
than one per cent the density 
of our own.

This means that ingenuity’s 
rotors, which span 1.2m, have 
to spin at 2,400 revolutions per 
minute to achieve lift – about 
five times more than a heli-
copter on Earth.

NaSa announced it is now 
preparing for a fourth flight. 
Each flight is planned to be of 
increasing difficulty in order to 
push ingenuity to its limits.

The ingenuity experiment 
will end in one month in order 
to let perseverance return to 
its main task – searching for 
signs of past microbial life on 
Mars. AFP

Global pledges of help for Covid-stricken india
T

HE US on april 25 led inter-
national pledges of support 
for india as the country grap-
pled with worsening Covid-

19 crisis with record daily death rates 
and severe medical shortages.

The indian healthcare system has 
struggled to cope with a huge surge 
in cases, leaving patients’ families 
begging for help on social media 
and the capital New Delhi forced to 
extend its strict lockdown.

Creaking health facilities in poor-
er countries were also exposed on 
april 25 when more than 80 people 
died as fire ripped through a Bagh-
dad hospital for Covid-19 patients, 
sparking outrage and the suspen-
sion of top iraqi officials.

Covid-19 has now killed more than 
three million people worldwide 
since emerging in December 2019.

india, which has a population of 1.3 
billion, has driven increases in global 
case numbers in recent days, record-
ing 349,691 new infections and 2,767 
deaths on april 25 – the highest since 
the start of the pandemic.

Delhi on april 25 reported more 
than one-quarter of those tested 
were positive.

president Joe Biden said the US 
was “determined to help india in 
its time of need”, immediately mak-
ing available supplies of vaccine-
production material, therapeutics, 
tests, ventilators and protective 
equipment.

Western nations including Brit-
ain, France and Germany have also 
pledged help.

“The United States has identified 
sources of specific raw material ur-
gently required for indian manu-
facture of the Covishield vaccine,” a 
White House statement said, refer-
ring to the india-produced version 
of the astraZeneca shot.

But it did not mention whether 
the US would send millions of sur-
plus astraZeneca vaccine doses to 
india, after top US pandemic ad-
viser anthony Fauci on april 25 said 
that would be considered.

indian prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said that the country had been 
shaken by a “storm” as he called on 
people to get vaccinated and not 
“get swayed by any rumour about 
the vaccines”.

The country has administered al-
most 141 million vaccine shots so 
far, but experts say the mass inocu-
lation programme needs to be sig-
nificantly stepped up.

arch-foe pakistan offered support 
and assistance as prime Minister 
imran Khan tweeted prayers for a 

“speedy recovery”.
Other countries imposed travel 

restrictions. Thailand on april 25 
became the latest country to bar for-
eigners departing from india.

Neighbouring Bangladesh, which 
shares a 4,000km border with in-
dia, will halt land crossings for two 
weeks, foreign minister aK abdul 
Momen said.

Experts have long warned that it 
is in the global interest for wealthier 
countries to help large, lower-in-
come nations like india to vaccinate 
their populations to hasten the end 
of the pandemic.

“He was gasping for air, we removed 
his face mask and he was crying and 
saying ‘save me, please save me’,” 
Mohan Sharma, 17, said of his father, 

who died outside a Delhi hospital.
a weeklong lockdown in the meg-

acity of 20 million, set to last until 
april 26, was extended by one week.

On april 25, Twitter confirmed it 
had withheld dozens of tweets criti-
cal of the unfolding crisis at the re-
quest of the indian government.

The EU is pooling resources to en-
sure a rapid response. “alarmed by 
the epidemiological situation in in-
dia. We are ready to support,” Euro-
pean Commission chief Ursula von 
der leyen said.

Baghdad blaze 
in iraq, the blaze at eastern Bagh-

dad’s ibn al-Khatib hospital began 
when improperly stored oxygen cyl-
inders blew up, medics said.

Many of the victims were on res-
pirators and were burned or suffo-
cated in the resulting inferno.

The health ministry said 82 peo-
ple were killed and 110 wounded, 
while the iraqi Human rights 
Commission said 28 of the vic-
tims were patients who had to be 
taken off ventilators to escape the 
flames.

The death of fashion designer al-
ber Elbaz aged 59 after a battle with 
Covid-19 provided another high-
profile example of the deadliness of 
the virus.

Elbaz was known for his playful 
designs that transformed the sto-
ried French house lanvin before his 
ouster in 2015.

in South america, april became 
Brazil’s deadliest month since the 
start of the pandemic with 67,977 
deaths so far. The country has re-
corded 389,000 fatalities – the sec-
ond highest national death toll after 
the US.

a limited glimpse of pre-pandemic 
life will however be on display in the 
US on april 25 with an Oscar’s cer-
emony reuniting some Hollywood’s 
a-listers for the first time in more 
than a year.

The usual high-wattage glamour 
will be more subdued though, with 
a reduced guest list and organisers 
promising only a “teeny-tiny red 
carpet”.

a limited number of spectators 
could also be allowed to attend the 
Monaco Grand prix on May 23, For-
mula One CEO Stefano Domenicali 
said on april 25.

But Canadian tennis star Bianca 
andreescu will miss the Madrid 
Open after testing positive for 
Covid-19 after arriving in Spain, 
the world number six said on Twit-
ter. AFP

World military spending nears $2T
MiliTarY expenditure world-
wide rose to nearly $2 trillion in 
2020, defying the economic 
impact of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, researchers said on april 26.

Global military spending 
increased by 2.6 per cent to 
$1.981 trillion in 2020, when 
global gross domestic product 
(GDp) shrank 4.4 per cent, 
according to a report from the 
Stockholm international peace 
research institute.

Diego lopes da Silva, one of 
report’s authors, said the devel-
opment was unexpected.

“Because of the pandemic, 
one would think military 
spending would decrease,” he 
said.

“But it’s possible to conclude 
with some certainty that Cov-
id-19 did not have a significant 
impact on global military 
spending, in 2020 at least,” 
lopes da Silva said.

He cautioned however that 
due to the nature of military 
spending, it could take time for 
countries “to adapt to the shock”.

The fact that military spend-
ing continued to increase in a 
year with an economic down-
turn meant the “military bur-
den”, or the share of military 

spending out of total GDp, had 
increased as well.

The overall share rose from 2.2 
per cent to 2.4 per cent, the larg-
est year-on-year increase since 
the financial crisis of 2009.

as a result, more NaTO mem-
bers hit the alliance’s guideline 
target of spending at least two 
per cent of GDp on their military, 
with 12 countries doing so in 
2020 compared to nine in 2019.

Some Covid effects 
There were however indica-

tions the pandemic had affect-
ed some countries.

Nations such as Chile and 
South Korea openly decided to 
reappropriate military funds 
in response to the pandemic.

“Other countries, such as Bra-
zil and russia, did not explicitly 
say this was reallocated because 
of the pandemic, but they have 
spent considerably less than 
their original budget for 2020,” 
lopes da Silva said.

another response, as in 
Hungary for example, was to 
increase military spending “as 
part of a stimulus package in 
response to the pandemic”.

lopes da Silva noted many 

countries responded to the 
2008-2009 economic crisis by 
adopting austerity measures, 
but “this time around it might 
not be the case”.

The world’s two biggest 
spenders by far were the US 
and China, with Washington 
accounting for 39 per cent of 
overall expenditure and Bei-
jing for 13 per cent.

China’s military spending has 
risen in tandem with its grow-
ing economy and has seen an 
increase for 26 consecutive 
years, reaching an estimated 
$252 billion in 2020.

The US also increased its 
spending for the third year in 
a row in 2020, after seven years 
of reductions.

“This reflects growing con-
cerns over perceived threats 
from strategic competitors such 
as China and russia, as well as 
the Trump administration’s drive 
to bolster what it saw as a deplet-
ed US military,” alexandra Mark-
steiner, another author of the 
report, said in a statement.

lopes da Silva however not-
ed that the new “Biden admin-
istration has not given any 
indications that it will reduce 
military spending”. AFP

NaSa’s Mars helicopter’s 
third flight goes farther, 
faster with speed of 2m/s

A man wearing a Covid-19 outfit urges people to follow safety protocols during an awareness drive held in Siliguri, India. AFP

The US increased its military spending for the third year in a row in 
2020, after seven years of reductions. AFP
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V i E T N a M E SE G ener a l 
Department of preventive 
Medicine head Dang Quang 
Tan has laid out three reasons 
for the country not to accept 
“vaccine passports” at this 
time.

First, Covid-19 vaccines, he 
said, only reduce the serious-
ness of diseases when people 
are infected, and travel recom-
mendations for vaccinated 
people have not been fully 
researched.

Secondly, different countries 
are administering different 
Covid-19 vaccines, such as 
astraZeneca, pfizer, Moderna, 
Sputnik V and Sinovac, with 
varying protection efficacy, so 
which country would allow the 
entries of people injected with 
which types of vaccines 
remains a question.

The third and final reason 
Tan cited is that the applica-
tion of vaccine passports 
should depend on the level of 
community immunity.

as Vietnam is largely free of 
the virus, and the rate of vac-
cine coverage in the country 
remains quite low due to 
shortages, the level of immu-
nity against Covid-19 among 
the population is very low, so 
if the management of foreign 
entries is lax, the risks of virus 
spread in the community 
would be “uncontrollable”.

an april 25 report from the 
National Expanded pro-
gramme on immunisation 
said that by 4pm the day 
before, nearly 199,000 people 
in Vietnam, mostly frontline 
workers and medical staff, 
have been inoculated against 
Covid-19, using astraZeneca 
vaccines.

The pandemic continues to 
spread quickly around the 
world, with 600,000-700,000 
new cases and 1,000-2,000 
deaths each day on average.

Vietnam has now gone 
about a month without any 
community transmissions, 
but the pandemic is showing 
complicated developments 
throughout Southeast asia. 
Several regional and neigh-
bouring countries are experi-
encing new outbreaks due to 
large gatherings of people.

The health ministry has 
proposed that those who 
receive recommended vac-
cinations could have their 
quarantine time reduced, 
which is waiting for approval 
from top ministry officials 
and the National Steering 
Committee on Covid-19 pre-
vention and Control.

also according to Tan, Viet-
nam is considering the pilot 
application of vaccine pass-
ports in tourist areas and sev-
eral golf courses.

a vaccine passport is a cer-
tificate proving that one has 
been vaccinated against Cov-
id-19 as recommended by the 
manufacturers or State man-
agement agencies. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
has yet to recommend the 
scheme. Only Singapore is 
piloting the measure, on a 
limited scale. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

iraqis blame hospital fire on 
mismanagement, corruption
T

HE death of over 80 
people in a Baghdad 
Covid-19 hospital fire 
was seen by iraqis on 

april 25 as more proof of the 
deadly consequences of mis-
management and corrup-
tion.

iraqis, some of whom evac-
uated the injured themselves, 
blamed health minister Has-
san al-Tamimi, who was sus-
pended on april 25, with calls 
for him to be sacked resound-
ing across social media.

The deadly inferno broke 
out overnight on april 25 
at Baghdad’s ibn al-Khatib 
hospital, blamed on poorly 
stored oxygen cylinders.

The interior ministry said 
82 people were killed and 110 
people injured.

an official with the iraqi Hu-
man rights Commission said 
28 of those killed were patients 
who were taken off critical ven-
tilators to escape the flames.

The evacuation was slow, 
painful and chaotic, with 
patients and their relatives 
crammed into stairwells as 
they scrambled for exits.

president Barham Saleh 
tweeted on april 25: “The 
tragedy at ibn al-Khatib is the 
result of years of erosion of 
state institutions by corrup-
tion and mismanagement.”

a doctor at the hospital said 
that “in the whole Covid in-
tensive care unit, there were 
no emergency exits or fire 
prevention systems”.

Witnesses and doctors told 
aFp many bodies had yet to 
be identified, the remains too 
charred by the intense flames.

‘Mismanagement’ to blame 
These issues were raised in 

a 2017 public report on the 
iraqi health sector, exhumed 
overnight in the wake of the 
fire by the country’s human 
rights commission.

“it’s mismanagement that 
killed these people,” the doc-
tor added, who, on condition 
of anonymity, angrily listed 
the hospital’s many short-
comings.

“Managers walk around 
smoking in the hospital where 
oxygen cylinders are stored,” 
he said. “Even in intensive 
care, there are always two or 

three friends or relatives at a 
patient’s bedside.”

and, he added: “This doesn’t 
just happen at ibn al-Khatib, 
it’s like this in all the public 
hospitals.”

“When equipment breaks 
down, our director tells us not 
to report it,” said a nurse, in 
another hospital in Baghdad.

“He says it would give a bad 
image of his establishment, 
but in reality, we have noth-
ing that works.”

These institutions – which 
until the 1980s were the pride 
of iraq, known across the 
arab world for its free, high 
quality public health services 

– are now seen as an embar-
rassment by many.

Their equipment is out-
dated, staff are poorly trained 
and buildings crumbling.

in iraq, the health sector 
only accounts for two per 
cent of the budget, despite 
the country being one of the 
most oil-rich in the world.

according to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), iraq only 
has 13 hospital beds and eight 
doctors for every 10,000 people. 
Forty years ago, there were 19 
beds per person.

Moreover, with corruption 
rife and the drug market un-
regulated, speculation has 

driven prices through the roof.
From oxygen cylinders to 

vitamin C tablets, prices have 
risen threefold or more since 
the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

 Iraqis fend for themselves 
Many iraqis have long opted 

to go abroad for operations 
and treatment, mainly to 
neighbouring iran and Syria, 
where currency devaluations 
in recent years have upped 
their purchasing power.

For iraqis, thousands of 
whom protested for months 
starting in October 2019 
against widespread corrup-
tion, the breakdown of public 
services is the direct result of 
years of nepotism and politi-
cal self-preservation.

On april 25, iraqis ques-
tioned if the suspended 
health minister would be 
sacked, because he is backed 
by the powerful Shiite Muslim 
leader Moqtada Sadr.

local and hospital officials 
have already been suspended 
over the fire and are being 
questioned, but they are only 
scapegoats, angry social me-
dia users say.

in the face of an intransi-
gent status quo and leaders 
they consider “corrupt” and 
“incompetent”, iraqis have 
long fended for themselves.

as the fire raged on april 
25, it was young men, bare-
chested with their shirts as 
face masks against the acrid 
smoke, who pulled the in-
jured from the burning build-
ing, loaded ambulances and 
helped survivors escape. AFP

pM: innovation key to S’pore climate goals
SiNGapOrE may be small and without 
access to resources, but it will strive to 
achieve its climate targets through 
innovation, said prime Minister lee 
Hsien loong on april 23.

He was speaking on the second day 
of the virtual leaders’ Summit on Cli-
mate, which was convened by US 
president Joe Biden.

lee said Singapore was turning to 
technology to reduce its emissions and 
adapt to the changing climate.

For instance, the country has limited 
access to renewable energy options.

“Nevertheless, we plan to quadruple 
solar energy production by 2025,” lee 
said, pointing to how Singapore is home 
to the world’s largest floating solar ener-
gy system that can offset 33,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide annually.

it was earlier reported that when the 
floating solar farm at Tengeh reservoir 
becomes operational, carbon savings 
from it will be equivalent to removing 
7,000 cars from the roads.

as for adaptation, lee said Singapore 
is also concerned about the impact of 
rising urban temperatures on its com-

pact and dense urban environment.
“To moderate this, we are using com-

puter modelling for more climate-re-
sponsive urban design, experimenting 
with special cooling paint on buildings, 
and planting one million more trees,” 
he added.

lee was one of 40 world leaders who 
attended the two-day virtual summit, 
which is aimed at galvanising nations 
to do more to slash emissions.

Speaking during the session on 
“unleashing climate innovation”, lee 
said that despite its small size, Singa-
pore was doing its part to contribute 
to the global climate agenda.

it was among the first 20 countries to 
submit its long-term strategy for emis-
sions reduction to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, which 
the city-state is party to.

Singapore’s goal is to halve emissions 
from its 2030 peak by 2050, with a view 
to achieving net-zero emissions as 
soon as viable in the second half of the 
century.

lee also pointed to the Singapore 
Green plan 2030, the nation’s roadmap 
to sustainable development, which 
was launched earlier this year.

in his speech, the prime minister also 
talked about how Singapore – as a 
financial hub – can contribute to the 
global decarbonisation push.

in 2019, for example, the Monetary 
authority of Singapore set up a $2 bil-
lion green investments programme, to 

promote environmentally sustainable 
projects and mitigate climate change 
risks in Singapore and the region.

lee said the green-investments pro-
gramme “will support the develop-
ment of carbon trading and services, 
sustainability consultancies and envi-
ronmental risk management”.

He added that one promising area is 
emissions verification, including the 
use of new technology to measure the 
carbon footprint as well as monitor the 
abatement commitments businesses 
have made.

“Singapore is happy to share our experi-
ence in all these areas,” lee said.

Moreover, climate and sustainability 
has been incorporated in the Singa-
pore-US Third Country Training pro-
gramme, he said.

launched in 2012, the programme 
leverages on the respective strengths 
of the US and Singapore to provide 
capacity building to Southeast asia.

lee said: “as country coordinator for 
aSEaN-US energy cooperation, we will 
work closely with the US to support our 
region’s clean energy transition.”

in his speech, he also thanked Biden 
for convening the summit, saying it 
was a “welcome signal” of US leader-
ship and commitment to a multilat-
eral climate solution.

The prime minister added: “We look 
forward to working with the US and all 
countries to build a sustainable future.” 
STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN pushes 
back on 
vaccine 
passports

Relatives carry a coffin of a victim killed in a devastating fire in a Baghdad hospital on Sunday, one of over 80 
people who died. AFP

Singapore is turning to technology to reduce its emissions and adapt to the changing 
climate, according to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong.THE STRAITS TIMES
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ASEAN

M
YaNMar’S shad-
ow government of 
ousted lawmak-
ers has welcomed 

a call by Southeast asian lead-
ers for an end to “military vio-
lence” after their crisis talks in 
Jakarta with junta leader Min 
aung Hlaing.

The general attended a 
high-level summit on april 
24 with leaders from the 10-
country aSEaN to discuss 
Myanmar’s mounting crisis.

Since the military ousted ci-
vilian leader aung San Suu Kyi 
in a February 1 coup, Myan-
mar has been in an uproar 
with near-daily protests and 
a nationwide civil disobedi-
ence movement.

Security forces have de-
ployed live ammunition to 
quell the uprising, killing 
more than 740 people in bru-
tal crackdowns, according to 
local monitoring group the 
assistance association for po-
litical prisoners (aapp).

The aSEaN meeting pro-
duced a consensus that there 
would be “an immediate cessa-
tion of violence in Myanmar”, 
the bloc said on april 24.

it added that aSEaN would 
have a special envoy to “facili-
tate mediation” between all 
parties, and this representa-
tive would be able to travel to 
Myanmar.

But while it “heard calls for 
the release of all political pris-
oners”, a commitment to free 
them was not included in the 
consensus statement.

a spokesperson from the 
shadow government – known 
as the National Unity Gov-
ernment (NUG) – on april 24 
said aSEaN’s statement was 

“encouraging news”.
“We look forward to firm 

action by aSEaN to follow 
up its decisions and restore 
our democracy and freedom 
for our people and for the re-
gion,” said Dr Sasa, the NUG’s 
minister of international co-
operation, who is currently 
in hiding with the rest of his 
fellow lawmakers.

The lawmakers – most of 
whom were part of Suu Kyi’s 
National league for Democ-
racy party – are wanted for 

high treason by the junta.
Overnight, EU foreign policy 

chief Josep Borrell said the bloc 
would continue to call for the 
release of political prisoners.

‘Business as usual’ 
as Myanmar nears three 

months under the military re-
gime, escalating violence by 
its security forces – especially 
in urban centres – has pushed 
protesters and prominent ac-
tivists into hiding.

The junta has also throttled 

communications across the 
country, imposing a nightly 
internet shutdown for 70 con-
secutive days and restricting 
mobile data to a mere trickle.

Despite the threat of vio-
lence and arrest, protesters 
across Myanmar continued 
to take to the streets Sunday.

in central Myingyan – 
where brutal crackdowns 
have forced residents to hide 
in nearby villages – protest-
ers smeared red paint on 
some of the city’s buildings 

to protest the bloodshed.
“Give power back to the 

people,” read graffiti on the 
city’s sidewalks.

in Yangon’s Tamwe township 
– a hotspot for unrest – police 
and soldiers broke up a small 
protest before noon, beating up 
and detaining three teenagers.

independent news outlet 
The irrawaddy also confirmed 
that a former editor, Thu Thu 
Tha, was arrested the night 
before in Thanlyin, a port city 
across the river from com-

mercial hub Yangon.
The detentions add to the 

aapp’s growing number of 
detainees, which by april 24 
was at 3,389.

“in spite of Min aung Hla-
ing’s appearance in the aSEaN 
summit, it’s business as usual,” 
irrawaddy’s founder aung Zaw 
told aFp, adding that most of 
his staff were in hiding.

On april 24, as the junta 
chief attended the meet-
ing with aSEaN leaders and 
foreign ministers in Jakarta, 
soldiers and police fired on 
protesters near Myanmar’s 
capital Naypyidaw, killing a 
50-year-old protester.

‘Will the killing stop?’ 
State-run newspaper New 

light of Myanmar on april 25 
reported on Min aung Hla-
ing’s visit to Jakarta and said 
he discussed the country’s 
“political changes”.

But it made no mention of 
aSEaN’s consensus for a halt 
to violence.

Tom andrews, the UN’s 
special rapporteur on Myan-
mar, said it remained to be 
seen how effective the bloc’s 
engagement would be.

“The result of the aSEaN 
Summit will be found in 
Myanmar, not [in] a docu-
ment,” andrews tweeted on 
april 25.

“Will the killing stop? Will 
the terrorising of neighbour-
hoods end? Will the thou-
sands abducted be released?”

The junta has justified its 
power seizure as a means to 
protect democracy, alleging 
electoral fraud in November 
elections which Suu Kyi’s par-
ty won in a landslide. AFP

Missing sub found, all 53
crew dead, indonesia says
all 53 crew aboard an indone-
sian submarine that disappeared 
last week were killed, the military 
said on april 25 as it confirmed 
the vessel had been found in 
pieces on the seafloor.

authorities said that they 
picked up signals early on april 
25 from a location more than 
800m deep – far below what the 
Kri Nanggala 402’s steel hull 
was built to withstand.

They had used an underwa-
ter submarine rescue vehicle 
supplied by neighbouring Sin-
gapore to get visual confirma-
tion of the stricken vessel.

“it was broken into three 
pieces,” said Navy Chief of 
Staff Yudo Margono.

More parts from the doomed 
submarine were also retrieved, 
including an anchor and fluo-
rescent orange safety suits for 
emergencies, authorities said.

The discovery comes a day 
after the navy had first con-
firmed the retrieval of frag-
ments from the submarine 
and declared that it had sunk, 
effectively ending any chance 
of finding survivors.

among the earlier items recov-
ered were a piece of the torpedo 
system and a bottle of grease 
used to lubricate periscopes.

They also found a prayer mat 
commonly used in indonesia, 

the world’s most populous 
Muslim-majority nation.

Warships, planes and hun-
dreds of military personnel had 
led a frantic search for the sub-
marine since it disappeared 
this week during training exer-
cises, hoping for a miracle res-
cue before its known oxygen 
reserves ran out.

But on april 25, indonesian 
military head Hadi Tjahjanto 
said there was no chance of 
finding any of the crew alive.

“With deep sadness, i can 
say that all 53 personnel on 
board have passed,” he told 
reporters.

‘Folding accordion’ 
relatives of First lieutenant 

Muhammad imam adi, a 
29-year-old father of a young 
son, clung to hope earlier on 
april 25.

“My wish now is that my son 
and all the crew can be found,” 
adi’s father Edy Sujianto said 
from his home on Java island.

“My son had wanted to 
become a soldier since he was 
a child. That was his dream.”

president Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo described the sailors 
as indonesia’s “best patriots”.

“all indonesians convey their 
deep sadness over this incident, 
especially to the families of the 

submarine crew,” he said.
authorities have not given 

an explanation for the acci-
dent, but said that the subma-
rine may have suffered a 
blackout that left its crew una-
ble to resurface.

They discounted an explo-
sion, however, saying on april 
24 that the evidence suggested 
the submarine came apart as it 
was crushed by massive water 
pressure in the vast depths.

“Submarine hulls are pressu-
rised … but when they’re 
breached then water would 
come flooding inside,” said Wis-
nu Wardhana, a maritime expert 
at indonesia’s Sepuluh Nopem-
ber institute of Technology.

“Can you imagine if water 
with that kind of pressure hits 
people?”

retired French vice-admiral 
Jean-louis Vichot earlier told 
aFp that a submarine’s hull 
could collapse “like a folding 
accordion” if it hits depths way 
beyond its limits.

Salvage operation 
any salvage operation would 

be risky and difficult, navy 
chief Margono said.

“We’ll discuss it to make a 
decision on how to lift the sub-
marine in this condition,” he 
said on april 25.

“i want to lift it, but how do 
we bring it up from [these 
depths]?”

Neighbouring Malaysia, as 
well as the US, india and aus-
tralia, were among the nations 
helping in the hunt.

Search vessels, reconnais-
sance aircraft and submarine 
rescue ships had been 
deployed to scour a zone of 
about 34sq km.

The submarine – one of five in 
indonesia’s fleet – disappeared 
early on april 21 while it was 
scheduled to do live torpedo 
training exercises off Bali.

The crew asked for permis-
sion to dive. it lost contact 
shortly after.

later, search teams spotted 
an oil spill where the vessel 
was thought to have sub-
merged, pointing to possible 
fuel-tank damage, and a cata-
strophic accident.

The submarine – delivered 
to indonesia in 1981 – was sea-
worthy, the military said.

The model has been used by 
more than a dozen navies 
around the world.

But investigators would look 
at the indonesian submarine’s 

age as a potential factor, ana-
lysts have said.

The disaster was among a 
string of fatal submarine acci-
dents over the past few decades.

among the worst was the 2000 
sinking of the Kursk, the pride 
of russia’s Northern Fleet.

That submarine was on 
manoeuvres in the Barents Sea 
when it sank with the loss of 
all 118 aboard. an inquiry 
found a torpedo had exploded, 
detonating all the others.

Most of its crew died instant-
ly but some survived for several 
days before suffocating. AFP

Myanmar shadow gov’t hail aSEaN call

The Indonesian military has said the submarine sank with 53 crew on board. INDONESIAN MILITARY/AFP

Myanmar’s security forces have used force to try and quell the pro-democracy protests, with hundreds killed in the crackdown.STR/AFP



A billboard featuring a photo of China’s President Xi Jinping visiting residents in Zhangzhuang village in Lankao in China’s central Henan province. When Xi last came to the Lankao 
county, it was famous for two things: poverty and the government official who reputedly died trying to end it. Three years later, the hardscrabble area has undergone a Cinderella-like 
transformation, waltzing across the national poverty line just in time for the Communist Party’s twice-a-decade national congress in October 2017. afp
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T
HiS year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Communist party of 
China. To understand the 

people’s republic of China’s accom-
plishment in the fight against pover-
ty, we must go back to 1949 when 
then chairman Mao Zedong pro-
claimed the founding of New China.

The fight against poverty has been 
the party’s special focus from the 
time of the construction of New Chi-
na, and the objective was to bring 
significant improvements in the 
quality of people’s lives.

When former Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping raised the reform and open-
ing-up policy in 1978, very few peo-
ple in the world believed that China 
would be able to eliminate abject 
poverty in such a short period of 
time. its success in the eradication of 
poverty in China is one of the great-
est achievements in the history of 
mankind and, certainly, the most 
important social advancement so far 
in the 21st century.

China’s experience allows us to 
understand that the objective of 
socialism must always place human 
beings at the center of all political, 
economic and social actions, subor-
dinating the particular economic 
benefit to the general interest of the 
community. From that perspective, it 
might be pertinent to highlight some 
issues that might be important as a 
contribution to the development of 
Marxism.

Of the utmost significance has been 
China’s combining of the develop-
ment of a socialist market economy 
with the five-year plans to achieve 
the primacy of the general interest.

Such a socialist market economy 
model teaches us the possibility of 
taking advantage of the dynamism 
that the market can generate in cer-
tain sectors of the economy. it uses 
such advantages for the welfare of a 
majority of the population, as it has 
been demonstrated in the develop-
ment of the agriculture sector and 
the improvement in rural areas.

Such economic planning is the 
hallmark of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, which is different 
from a capitalist market economy in 

that it puts the State at the service of 
the economic benefit of a few, while 
overlooking general interest.

it is necessary to understand that 
China’s achievements in its fight 
against poverty are not only an out-
come of its economic growth, but 
also of the application of a series of 
political and philosophical concepts. 
These can be specified as contribu-
tions of China’s political thought.

While economic development and 
the application of philosophical prin-
ciples are a weapon in the fight 
against poverty, it is also necessary to 
take into consideration the need to 
achieve peace in the world. We can-
not forget that wars and violent con-
frontations are one of the main caus-
es of poverty in large parts of the 
world. For this reason, we must value 
the updating of the Five principles of 
peaceful Coexistence, being imple-
mented by president Xi Jinping, who 
proposes to build a global communi-
ty with a shared future with the pur-
pose of reducing differences between 
rich and poor countries.

Within this framework, the Belt and 
road initiative represents a valuable 
addition to international relations 

because it is an initiative that unites, 
in the same project, cultural, social, 
economic and commercial coopera-
tion based on egalitarian principles 
that prevent a return to the Cold War. 
Definitively, it marks a new point in 
history, paving the way for multipo-
larity, diversity, and balanced and 
sustainable development. Certainly, 
the initiative is looking for the best 
way to build a peaceful world.

it is necessary to build a system 
based on mutual benefits and healthy 
economic relations. it is a must to 
highlight social policies that do not 
marginalise anyone and end extreme 
poverty, leading us to take steps 
toward a new multipolar world. a 
more rapid exit from the current situ-
ation, where unipolarity is rearing its 
head, is only possible through cooper-
ation. The possibility of sharing 
resources will benefit all humanity, 
while also realising the objectives of 
the UN Charter to achieve peaceful 
development for all the peoples of the 
world. China Daily/asia news network

The author is president of the Communist 
Party of Spain. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

Opinion
Jose Luis Centella Gomez

Lessons from China’s success
 in the fight against poverty
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Nonconformist Youn Yuh-jung: South 
Korea’s first-ever Oscar-winning actress

S
EpTUaGENariaN Youn 
Yuh-jung, South Korea’s first 
Oscar-winning actress, has 
spent decades portraying 

nonconformist characters, from a 
vicious heiress to an ageing pros-
titute, challenging social norms in 
both career and life.

Her best supporting actress turn 
in Minari, a family drama about 
Korean immigrants in the US, is 
relatively more conventional: she 
portrays a playful grandmother to 
a mischievous young boy trying to 
adapt to life in rural arkansas.

The film, written and directed by 
Korean-american lee issac Chung, 
earned six nominations overall in-
cluding for best picture, best actor 
and a nod for Chung.

Youn’s win is the second Oscars 
success for a Korean-language film 
in as many years, after Parasite be-
came the first non-English language 
best picture winner in 2020. 

Youn, whose two grown sons are 
asian-americans, had played down 
excitement over her chance to make 
history, telling reporters last month: 
“This is not a playoff game of actors, 

placing them in order”.
and in her acceptance speech 

on Sunday, she honored her fellow 
nominees, exclaiming: “How can i 
win over Glenn Close?”

She had already collected a best 
supporting actress Screen actors 
Guild award – the first South Korean 
actress to do so – and a Bafta for her 
performance, along with a string of 
prizes on the festival circuit.

Based on Chung’s own experi-
ences growing up in america in the 
1980s, Minari follows a Korean-born 
father who moves his family to a 
mainly white town in rural arkansas 
in pursuit of a better life.

it is the latest of several grand-
motherly castings for Youn, and 
Parasite director Bong Joon-ho said 
the role was “the loveliest character 
Youn has ever played”.

The award honours not just “her 
performance in ‘Minari’, but the 
culmination of an illustrious career 
working with many of the promi-
nent directors in Korea”, said Brian 
Hu, a film professor at San Diego 
State University.

“The win should be above all a tes-

tament to a career honing her craft.”
Over more than 50 years, Youn has 

often played provocative and atypi-
cal characters who do not conform 
to the rules of socially conservative 
Korean society.

Born in 1947 in Kaesong – now in 
North Korea – she made her film de-
but in groundbreaking director Kim 
Ki-young’s Woman of Fire (1971), as 
the live-in maid to a middle-class 
household who becomes impreg-
nated by the father of the family.

The thriller was a critical and 
commercial hit – it remains a classic 
of the South’s modern cinema – and 
Youn paid tribute to the late Kim 
in her speech on Sunday, saying: “i 
think he would be very happy if he 
was still alive.”

Despite the success of “Woman of 
Fire,” Youn’s first heyday came to an 
abrupt end in 1975, when she mar-
ried singer Jo Young-nam and the 
couple moved to the US.

Youn returned to South Korea in 
1984, divorced Jo three years later, 
and struggled to resume her acting 
career to support her two children, 
at a time when divorce carried heavy 

stigma for Korean women.
“To be divorced was like having 

the scarlet letter at the time,” Youn 
told a local magazine in 2009.

“There was this thing that dictated 
women shouldn’t make TV appear-
ances so soon after their divorce.” 

She countered by accepting every 
role she was offered, however small. 

“i worked very hard. i had this 
mission of somehow feeding my 
children. i’d say yes even when i was 
asked to climb 100 stairs,” she said.

‘Fiercely competitive waters’ 
By the 1990s, Youn was a regular in 

television dramas, often portraying 
mothers, and later grandmothers.  

in 2003, Youn made her film 
comeback in director im Sang-soo’s 
A Good Lawyer’s Wife, as an uncon-
ventional mother-in-law in a dys-
functional family.

She played a cruel and rich heiress 
betrayed by her husband in im’s 2012 
thriller Taste of Money, and an ageing 
haenyeo – the women of Jeju island 
who free-dive to collect shellfish – 
reunited with her long-lost grand-
daughter in 2016 drama Canola.

also in 2016, she was praised for 
her role in E J-yong’s drama The 
Bacchus Lady as an elderly prosti-
tute – a veteran of the brothels set 
up for US soldiers in South Korea – 
who becomes involved in the deaths 
of former clients.

Throughout her career, Youn had 
to navigate the “fiercely competitive 
waters” of a film industry “largely 
focused on young and often male 
talent” for leading roles, explained 
Jason Bechervaise, a professor at 
Korea Soongsil Cyber University in 
Seoul. 

Her Oscar win comes at a fraught 
time for asian communities in the 
United States.

anti-asian violence has surged in 
america this year and four of the eight 
victims of last month’s atlanta spa 
shootings were women of Korean de-
scent, three of them in their 60s or 70s. 

Film professor Hu said Youn’s 
award was also a “validation for so 
many grandmothers in Korean-
american households, especially at 
a time when asian-american elders 
are seen as victims rather than vic-
tors”. aFp

Cirque du Soleil to resume 
shows after Covid-19 hiatus
CUE the acrobats: Cirque du 
Soleil has announced that 
four of its shows will return 
to the stage after more than 
a year on hiatus due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The circus troupe’s Mystere 
fantasia and water-themed 
O performances will resume 
in las Vegas in June and July 
respectively, the Montreal-
based group said in a state-
ment.

its touring show KOOZA 
will resume in punta Cana, 
Dominican republic in No-
vember followed by LUZIA, 
which draws its inspiration 

from the sights and sounds of 
Mexico, reopening in london 
in January 2022.

“This is the moment we 
have all been waiting for,” 
said Cirque du Soleil CEO 
Daniel lamarre.

“almost 400 days have passed 
since we had to take a tempo-
rary hiatus, and we have been 
anxiously awaiting our return 
to the stage,” he said.

Founded in 1984, Cirque set 
up big tops in cities around 
the world, delighting audi-
ences with enchanting con-
temporary circus acts set to 
music but without the usual 

trappings of lions, elephants 
and bears.

But the pandemic left it 
fighting for survival, forcing 
it to cancel shows worldwide, 
from las Vegas to Tel aviv, 
Moscow to Melbourne, and 
furlough more than 4,500 ac-
robats and technicians – or 95 
percent of its workforce.

The majority of jobs were 
cut in June when the com-
pany filed for bankruptcy 
protection.

The company was officially 
taken over by the Canadian 
fund Catalyst Capital Group 
late last year. AFP

Yuh-Jung Youn, winner of the award Actress in a Supporting Role for Minari arrives to pose in the press room 
at the Oscars on April 25 at Union Station in Los Angeles. AFP

Youn’s win is the second Oscars success for a Korean-language film in as many years, after Parasite became 
the first non-English language best picture winner in 2020. AFP

Artists of the Canadian entertainment company ‘Cirque du Soleil’ perform in Mexico on August 30, 2018. 
Cirque du Soleil will return to the stage after more than a year on hiatus due to the coronavirus pandemic. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Minor quarrel
  5 Killed, as a dragon
  9 River deposits
 14 Abbr. at the end of a list
 15 Scrabble piece
 16 Baby berths?
 17 Ranch unit
 18 Go through volumes
 19 Acted the maniac
 20 Get going in the morning
 23 Ensured, as victory
 24 “Hold it!”
 25 Assault on Everest
 29 Abet’s partner?
 30 Some gas stations
 33 Spring bloomer
 34 Edible root of the taro
 36 Lip balm ingredient
 37 Tell it to the judge
 40 Lift a weight
 41 Change, often
 42 Broadcast
 43 Picnic pest
 44 Auto grille covering
 45 Milk suppliers

 46 “The ___ of All Fears” (Clancy novel)
 47 Rani’s wraparound
 49 Places for knickknacks
 57 Standard
 58 Sorvino of films
 59 Iridescent stone
 60 ___-cochere (covered driveway)
 61 ___ Rapids, Minnesota
 62 Despicable
 63 February forecast, perhaps
 64 Writer Rice
 65 Got 100 on, as a test
DOWN
  1 Earl Grey, for one
  2 Rash reaction?
  3 Casino card game
  4 Took a jet
  5 Uncompromising
  6 Feudal subject
  7 Spiral-horned antelope
  8 Says “I do”
  9 Rode the waves
 10 Boot-shaped land
 11 Name on many jeans’ labels
 12 Like pork and shellfish, to some
 13 “Them” or “us”
 21 “___ when?”

 22 School in Athens, briefly
 25 First of the Greeks?
 26 Outdoor warning
 27 Chin crease
 28 It may be due
 29 Commotions
 30 Be loud, as a radio
 31 Difficult question
 32 What navel oranges lack
 34 Anagram for “ante”
 35 Blonde’s secret, sometimes
 36 Battery contents
 38 ___ Jean (Marilyn’s birth name)
 39 Bicycle spokes, e.g.
 44 “Faster than a speeding ___!”
 45 Polished and suave
 46 Excessive amount
 47 Shoot cut for grafting
 48 Brother of Moses
 49 Ice cream cone units
 50 Golden calf, for one
 51 Sun-cracked
 52 Pantomimed disco hit
 53 Exploding star
 54 Long, sweeping story
 55 Fireside yarn
 56 Go downhill, in winter

“ON EXHIBIT” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

a 
busy commuter 
train station is an 
unlikely place to find 
a haven for flowers, 

bees and hedgehogs. 
but a decade-old project 

in london bringing an eco-
friendly combination of gar-
dening, horticulture and so-
called rewilding to the urban 
jungle is bearing fruit during 
the pandemic.

Hiding in plain sight, 34 
solar-powered sites created 
by the community-led proj-
ect Energy Garden are dotted 
around the british capital, ad-
jacent to train platforms used 
daily by hundreds of thou-
sands of commuters before 
coronavirus hit.

With lockdowns now easing, 
the passengers are returning, 
and the project’s chief execu-
tive agamemnon Otero hopes 
its success can help address a 
longer-term challenge.  

“Energy Garden is really 
about building resilience in 
communities. it’s about how 
we directly address the cli-
mate change issue that every-
body feels they are powerless 
to do,” he said. 

“Most of the time, train op-
erators will cut down huge 
swathes of trackside space 
and leave it denuded from any 
type of life. 

“These are corridors for bio-
diversity to come in and so it’s 
very important that a section 
of every garden is still wild.”

Community interest has 
grown steadily since the ini-
tiative started in 2011, but 
has spiked during lockdown 
as more volunteers joined to 
work – socially distanced – 
tending to the gardens. 

The first site was estab-
lished at brondesbury park 
station in northwest lon-
don, part of the Overground 
network that generally ser-
vices outer suburbs where 
the underground does not 
reach.

‘Out and helping’
layers of rubble were dug 

out and the site replanted with 
vibrant flowers, fruit trees, fra-
grant herbs, tea plants and an 
array of vegetables including 
potatoes, kale and Jerusalem 
artichokes.

There are even hops from 

which Energy Garden brews 
its own beer.

Jaylyn Miguel, in her 20s, 
was one of the volunteers who 
joined during lockdown last 
year.

“i guess it was for my own 
mental health, i wanted to just 
be out and helping the com-
munity,” she said.

“i want to learn more about 
sustainability. Collectively it’s 
really important, so that we 
can make sure people have 
access to organic food. 

“i certainly didn’t have expe-
rience growing food, and i’ve 
been learning quite a lot over 
this period. it’s good to just 
learn from others.” 

The gardens’ solar panels 
power water hoses that help 
cultivate the various plant life, 
and excess electricity is sold 
back to transport companies to 
offset their carbon footprint. 

That, in turn, generates a 
revenue stream to fund more 
community gardens, with Ot-
ero planning to expand on a 
national scale. 

Funding also comes from 
corporate and community in-
vestment.

individuals can become part 
of a “one vote, one share” co-
operative system that gives 
each shareholder a say in the 
running and evolution of their 
garden.

The designs for each site 
are formally approved by the 
agency Transport for london, 
which manages the capital’s 
sprawling network.

The project also runs school 

workshops and youth train-
ing programmes to teach 
youngsters about sustainable 
practices, and the gardens are 
maintained by more than 300 
volunteers.

‘Our space’
Volunteer and project inves-

tor Terence Tehranian visits 
the brondesbury park garden 
regularly with his young chil-
dren to lend a hand. 

“i think it really is making 
london a better place to live. 
it’s making the environment 
better because more plants 
means less carbon dioxide 
and it’s bringing people to-
gether,” he said.

“i think those things are 
important for a huge city 
like london where that often 
doesn’t happen.” 

Otero said it was fitting that 
the gardens are part of the 
transport network, counter-
balancing a sector that in 2019 
produced 27 per cent of net 
greenhouse gas emissions in 
britain – although most of that 
was road traffic rather than 
rail.

“What we wanted to do 
was really have a discussion 
around the biggest consumer 
of energy and the biggest gen-
erator of emissions,” he said.

“i’m really excited for people 
to get involved and join a gar-
den, and even become inves-
tor members. 

“This is our space. We need 
to take back the spaces and 
make them what we want to 
see.” AFP

in london, rail-side gardening 
blossoms during pandemic

Founder of Energy Garden Agamemnon Otero tends to a herb and vegetable section near the platform at 
Brondesbury Park Overground train station in north west London on March 24. AFP

A busy commuter train station is an unlikely place to find a haven for 
flowers, bees and hedgehogs. AFP
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M
anchester city edged 
closer to the premier 
league title on sunday 
even as they were fo-

cusing on winning a fourth straight 
league cup final at Wembley.

pep Guardiola’s men could be 
crowned english champions for a 
third time in four years as early as this 
weekend if results go their way.

Deposed champions liverpool are 
now outsiders to finish in the top four 
after dropping more points while, off 
the pitch, fans showed they will not 
forgive and forget the european super 
league plans in a hurry.

aFp sport looks at three talking 
points from the premier league 
weekend.

City slickers
Manchester United’s 0-0 stalemate 

with leeds on sunday means they trail 
city by 10 points with just five games 
to go.

a race that once looked as though it 
might go to the wire has instead turned 
into a procession, with Guardiola’s 
team proving themselves a class apart.

Ole Gunnar solskjaer has talked a 
good game and suggested after the 
result at elland road that he had 

wanted to put pressure on his cross-
town rivals.

United recently closed the gap to 
eight points with six games remaining 
– the same gap that city themselves 
faced when they won their first pre-
mier league crown in 2012.

But the champions-elect have too 
much class and nous to let such a 
lead slip as they chase their own treble 
of league cup, premier league and 
champions league.

if they beat crystal palace this sat-
urday and United lose to liverpool 
the following day it is all over, and 
they will be able to focus entirely on 
their quest for european glory.

Liverpool lose spark
liverpool dragged themselves back 

into the race for the top four with three 
straight premier league victories but 
two draws have hurt them badly.

Jurgen Klopp’s men have conceded 
late equalisers twice in the past week, 
against leeds and newcastle, and are 
now four points behind fourth-placed 
chelsea with five games to play.

With the exception of this week’s 
match at Old trafford, liverpool’s 
run-in does not look too arduous 
but they have lost the spark that 

made them so dangerous.
Klopp admits there is no “miracle 

formula” he can apply.
“We have to become again a very 

tricky team to play against, an angry 
team in a positive football way,” said 
the German. “now, definitely we have 
nothing to lose any more. We [next] 
play Man United away. they are in 
a good moment, it all [the top four] 
doesn’t look likely.”

Super League fury
if the premier league’s “big six” 

who signed up to the ill-fated eu-
ropean super league thought fans’ 

anger would rapidly abate, they were 
sorely mistaken.

thousands of arsenal supporters 
marched on the emirates on Friday to 
protest against the club’s owners.

Manchester United fans demon-
strated at Old trafford on saturday 
and a banner reading “£2bn stolen 
#Glazers out” was flown over elland 
road before kick-off on sunday – a 
reference to the club’s unpopular 
american bosses.

at anfield, where Klopp and his 
players, led by skipper Jordan hender-
son, had been vociferous in their op-
position to the super league proposal, 

the reaction was more muted, but the 
disdain for owners just as clear.

a message on one flag read: “We 
won’t forget, we won’t forgive, FsG 
[Fenway sports Group] out”.

in his programme notes for sunday’s 
game against Manchester United, 
leeds director angus Kinnear de-
scribed the super league plans as 
“deeply cynical” and “a betrayal of ev-
ery true football supporter”.

it is difficult to predict what will 
happen next after the drama of the 
past week but club owners must be 
wondering if they have lost the trust 
of fans for good. AFP

Bayern in talks to hire 
coach nagelsmann ‘for 
$36.3 million,  reports say

nadal saves match point to beat 
tsitsipas for 12th Barcelona title

Bayern Munich are in talks 
with rB leipzig to tempt Julian 
nagelsmann to take over as 
coach from hansi Flick next sea-
son, but German media claimed 
sunday it could cost them €30 
million ($36.3 million).

according to Bild, leipzig will 
demand such a sum to release 
the highly-regarded nagels-
mann as his current contract 
still runs until 2023.

sport 1 also reported that 
negotiations have started and 
said the financial deal will be 
“significantly greater than €15 
million”.

Flick himself is under contract 
in Munich until 2023 but he has 
already asked to be released at 
the end of this season due to 
disagreements with club man-
agement over transfer policy.

however, Flick and Bayern 

have yet to reach an amicable 
settlement.

Flick is considered to be the 
favourite to replace Joachim 
loew as German national 
coach after this summer’s euro-
pean championship.

“if we are to agree to hansi’s 
wish then all parties must 
jointly find a solution which 
also satisfies Bayern,” Bayern 
Munich chairman Karl-heinz 
rummenigge told Bild on 
sunday.

nagelsmann has never hid-
den his desire to one day coach 
Bayern, especially as he comes 
from the Bavaria region.

last season, he led leipzig to 
the semi-finals of the champi-
ons league and this season his 
side has replaced Borussia 
Dortmund as Bayern’s main 
title challengers. AFP

raFael nadal saved a cham-
pionship point to beat ste-
fanostsitsipas 6-4, 6-7 (6/8), 
7-5 on sunday and claim a 12th 
Barcelona Open title in the 
atp’s longest match of 2021.

the spaniard secured his first 
title of the year and 87th of his 
career, denying tsitsipas back-
to-back triumphs following his 
maiden Masters 1000 title at 
Monte carlo the week before.

nadal avenged his australian 
Open quarter-final loss to tsit-
sipas and will return to second 
in the atp rankings on Monday 
by climbing back above Daniil 

Medvedev after his marathon 
3-hour 38-minute win.

“it means a lot for me to play 
the final here and win,” said 
nadal. “i improved my level 
during the week and this tro-
phy means a lot.”

nadal redeemed himself after 
a surprise quarter-final exit in 
Monte carlo, but the three sets 
dropped en route to the title 
represented the most in any of 
his wins here.

“it’s an everyday job, accepting 
the challenge, staying humble 
when sometimes you don’t play 
as well and you have to fight to 

find solutions every day.”
no man has won more 

matches this year than tsitsi-
pas (26) but the 22-year-old has 
lost all seven finals at the atp 
500 level.

“rafa, bravo. how many is 
that, 28? 28 Barcelona titles is 
not bad,” joked tsitsipas. 

“i’m really jealous. But you’ve 
earned it. you’re one of the big-
gest competitors in our sport, 
i’m sure you know that.”

second seed tsitsipas, a 
roland Garros semi-finalist in 
2020, had won all 17 sets on 
clay this season and entered 

the final unbeaten on the sur-
face in nine matches.

the Greek built up a 4-2 lead 
in the opening set after break-
ing nadal in the third game but 
dropped his serve twice in suc-
cession as the 20-time Grand 
slam champion hit back to win 
four games in a row.

Fifth-ranked tsitsipas, who 
won just three games when the 
pair met in the 2018 final, again 
procured an early break in set 
two but nadal responded to 
haul himself level at 3-all.

nadal failed to convert two 
match points as tsitsipas clung 
on to hold when trailing 5-4, 
with the spaniard saving three 
break points in the very next 
game.

nadal took a 4-2 lead in the 
tiebreak but the momentum 
swung back towards tsitsipas 
as he won four straight points, 
blowing two set points before 
forcing a decider at the third 
attempt after a double fault 
from his opponent.

in sharp contrast, the third 
set went on serve without a sin-
gle break opportunity until 
tsitsipas edged to within a 
point of the title with nadal on 
the ropes serving at 4-5.

nadal survived though and 
finally converted his fourth 
break chance in the following 
game, snuffing out a tsitsipas 
break point in the final game 
before clinching his 61st clay-
court title.

his 12 Barcelona victories are 
second only to his 13 roland 
Garros trophies. AFP

Manchester United’s English defender Luke Shaw (right) vies with Leeds United’s English midfielder Kalvin Phillips during the 
English Premier League football match on Sunday. AFP

Leipzig’s German headcoach Julian Nagelsmann (right) and Leipzig’s 
Norwegian forward Alexander Sorloth greet after beating VfB Stuttgart 
during the German first division Bundesliga football match on Sunday. AFP

Spain’s Rafael Nadal celebrates with the trophy after winning the ATP Barcelona Open tennis tournament 
singles final match against Greece’s StefanosTsitsipas on Sunday. AFP

three talking 
points from the 
premier league
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M
a n c h e s t e r 
city manager 
pep Guardiola 
said winning felt 

much better with fans in at-
tendance after beating tot-
tenham 1-0 at Wembley to lift 
the league cup for the fourth 
consecutive year in front of 
8,000 supporters on sunday.

aymericlaporte’s header 
eight minutes from time fi-
nally rewarded a dominant 
performance from city as 
they extended spurs’ 13-year 
wait to win a trophy.

For the first time in 13 
months, a football match in 
england had designated fans 
from both teams inside the 
stadium in one of a series of 
test events at the 90,000 ca-
pacity Wembley as coronavi-
rus restrictions are eased.

“it’s not full, but it is much 
better,” said Guardiola. “to 
celebrate with them is much 
better.

“We played really well. We 
are incredibly happy to win 
the first title, four in a row in 
this competition, but espe-
cially because in the last 33 
games, we won 30.”

recent defeat by chelsea 
in the Fa cup semi-finals 

means city cannot claim an 
unprecedented quadruple of 
trophies this season.

however, they remain on 
course for a treble with the 
first leg of their champions 
league semi-final against  
paris saint-Germain to come 

on Wednesday before pos-
sibly sealing the premier 
league title this weekend.

Victory takes Guardiola’s 
personal tally of major tro-
phies to 25 across his spells 
in charge of Barcelona, Bay-
ern Munich and city, seven of 

which have come in england.
“i was in big clubs: Barcelo-

na, Bayern Munich and here, 
that’s why it is easier to do it,” 
added the catalan modestly.

By contrast, tottenham’s 
long wait for just one goes 
on. spurs could have no com-

plaints, though, at the end of 
a chaotic week that saw them 
sack Jose Mourinho on Mon-
day and, along with city and 
four other english clubs, pull 
out of a proposed european 
super league amid fan fury.

son heung-min was reduced 
to tears after full-time, but in 
caretaker boss ryan Mason’s 
second game in charge, spurs 
were completely outclassed 
by a far superior side.

“it’s difficult to take for ev-
eryone associated with the 
football club,” said former 
tottenham midfielder Ma-
son.

“it hurts. i know that feeling 
and it is normal that they are 
hurting. this group of players 
care deeply about this football 
club. We tried, it wasn’t enough 
today and it’s tough to take.”

after a slight dip in form in 
recent weeks, city were back 
to their best as they pinned 
tottenham back from the first 
whistle and should have won 
by a far more comfortable 
scoreline.

hugo lloris’s goal lived a 
charmed life, particularly 
during the first half.

raheem sterling saw a goal-
bound effort blocked by toby 

alderweireld before lloris 
made a stunning save from 
point-blank range to turn be-
hind phil Foden’s shot.

a sterling dink over lloris 
then spun just wide before ri-
yadMahrez twice flashed pow-
erful efforts inches off target.

Despite harry Kane’s recov-
ery from an ankle injury to 
start, tottenham had offered 
nothing as an attacking threat 
until Giovani lo celso forced 
Zack steffen into a fine save a 
minute into the second half.

the majority of the chances 
continued to come at the oth-
er end, but the breakthrough 
came from an unlikely source 
as laporte rose highest to 
head home Kevin De Bruyne’s 
free-kick at the back post.

spurs’ energies were spent 
after conceding as they failed 
to muster any response to try 
and take the game to extra-
time.

Mahrez had a second goal 
ruled out for offside in stop-
page time.

But one goal was enough to 
ensure city move level with 
liverpool on a record eight 
league cup triumphs, six of 
which have come in the last 
eight years. AFP

inter on brink of serie a 
title with ‘nine point’ win, 
atalanta move second
Matteo Darmian scored the 
only goal to push inter Milan to 
the brink of the serie a title 
with a 1-0 win over hellas Vero-
na on sunday with coach anto-
nio conte hailing the victory as 
worth “nine points”.

achrafhakimi set up Darmi-
an to grab the winner on 76 
minutes at the san siro.

inter are 11 points ahead of 
atalanta, who moved second 
with a 5-0 rout of 10-man 
Bologna, with five games 
remaining.

ac Milan are a further two 
points behind in third before 
they travel to fellow top-four 
hopefuls lazio on Monday.

“today’s victory is not worth 
only three points, not even six. 
it is worth nine,” said conte.

“We’re 95 per cent of the way 
towards the scudetto. We haven’t 
won it yet but we are close.”

Juventus are level on points 
with ac Milan but drop to 
fourth place after being held 
1-1 at Fiorentina.

With five games left to play, 
last season’s runners-up inter 
could claim their first serie a 
title since 2010 as early as this 
weekend.

conte’s side had been held 
1-1 in their previous two games 
against napoli and spezia.

on sunday, lautaro Martinez 
sent over the bar after connect-
ing with a romelulukaku 
header, with hakimi missing 
chances in either half.

But the Moroccan full-back 
teed up fellow defender Darmian 
for the winner to rescue the three 
points, as he had against cagliari 
more than two weeks ago.

Verona captain DavideFarao-
ni thought he had scored a late 
equaliser from close range but 
the goal was ruled out for a foul 
on inter goalkeeper samir 
handanovic.

the collective explosion of 
joy from the ‘nerazzurri’ 
matched the relief of a side for 
whom conte said “the ball is 
getting heavier and heavier”.

“For many players, this is the 
first time they find themselves 
in this situation,” said conte 
who led inter to runners-up 
spot in his first season last 
year.

“it’s been a long time since 
inter have won anything,” said 
the former chelsea manager. 
“sometimes we suffer but we 

need to keep our foot on the 
accelerator.”

Pirlo ‘not happy’
Juve’s dreams of a 10th con-

secutive title slipped away at 
the hands of former coach 
conte who guided the turin 
club to the first three of their 
current run of titles.

the champions suffered in 
Florence with DusanVlahovic 
putting 14th-placed Fiorentina 
ahead from the penalty spot 
after half an hour after adrien 
rabiot was penalised for a 
handball.

Vlahovic stepped up with a 
well-taken panenka past 
Wojciechszczesny for his 17th 
goal this campaign.

“We had a very bad first half, 
the match had to be tackled dif-
ferently because this was a cru-
cial game for the champions 
league,” said coach andrea 
pirlo. 

“the second half was a little 
better.” 

pirlo sent on DejanKulu-
sevski and alvaro Morata 
after the interval in place of 
leonardo Bonucci and paulo 
Dybala.

and spaniard Morata pulled 
a goal back immediately, curl-
ing in from a tight angle.

cristiano ronaldo missed a 
chance for the winner, nodding 
wide with six minutes to go, 
failing to score for the third 
consecutive game.

Juve risk slipping out of the 
top four, with napoli just three 
points behind before visiting 
lowly torino on Monday.

Former World cup winner 
pirlo conceded he was not sat-
isfied after his first season on 
the bench at his former club.

“the expectations were dif-
ferent at the beginning of the 
season,” said pirlo.

“i don’t think i did the job as 
i wanted. You learn with every 
match. i’m not happy and i 
don’t think the club is either.”

Muriel inspires Atalanta
in Bergamo, atalanta kept 

their push for champions 
league football on track with 
an impressive display from 
striker luis Muriel.

the colombian’s back-heel 
flick set up ruslanMalinovskyi 
for the opener on 22 minutes, 
adding a second himself from 
the penalty spot just before the 
break for his 19th goal this 
campaign.

Jerdy schouten’s sending off 

four minutes after half-time for 
a dangerous tackle on cristian 
romero complicated the task 
even further for 12th-placed 
Bologna.

and remo Freuler added a 
third on 57 minutes, with 
Malinovskyi setting up Duvan 
Zapata for the fourth before the 
hour. substitute alekseiMiran-
chuk completed the rout with 
17 minutes to go.

seventh-placed roma lost 
3-2 at cagliari before their 
europa league trip to Man-
chester United, as the sar-
dinians, now 17th, boosted 
their hopes of top-flight sur-
vival. AFP

Man city outclass tottenham to retain 
league cup in front of 8,000 fans

Inter Milan's Italian coach Antonio Conte (second right), Lautaro Martinez (right) and teammates celebrate 
after beating Verona as Inter Milan close in on a first Serie A title since 2010. AFP

Manchester City players celebrate with the trophy after winning the English League Cup final against Tottenham 
Hotspurat WembleyStadium on Sunday. AFP
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