
Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA’S economy is forecast to 
grow 4.0 per cent this year and 5.5 per 
cent in 2022, as economic recoveries in 
major trading partners boosts demand 
for the Kingdom’s exports, according 
to an Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
report released on April 28.

ADB country director for Cambodia 
Sunniya Durrani-Jamal said: “The econ-
omy contracted by 3.1 per cent in 2020 

because of the global coronavirus dis-
ease – Covid-19 – pandemic. The gov-
ernment has responded quickly to the 
recent spike in cases, and we expect the 
economy to return to growth in 2021.

“This will help increase household 
incomes, but not all sectors and 
regions will benefit equally, so it will 
be essential to closely monitor house-
hold welfare and the need for addi-
tional support,” she said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 

vice-president Lim Heng said the 
country’s economic activities will 
only bounce back if “more and more 
people get vaccinated”.

He said: “We can only estimate 
Cambodia’s economic growth until 
we have injected 75 per cent or more 
[of the population] and can maintain 
economic stability as well as Cambo-
dia’s economic wellbeing.

“Now, some factories have been 
shut down by the Covid-19 outbreak, 

which has led to the Cambodian 
economy continuing to decline.”

He cautioned, however, that if the gov-
ernment cannot control the outbreak “in 
one or two months … and Covid-19 con-
tinues, this forecast will not be met”.

According to the Asian Development 
Outlook (ADO) 2021, industrial produc-
tion is expected to rise 7.1 per cent in 
2021 and 7.0 per cent in 2022 on the back

Ry Sochan and Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
instructed the National Commis-
sion for Covid-19 Vaccination to 
vaccinate all of the approximate-

ly three million people living in Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province, starting with 
those living in the red zones.

In an audio message released late 
on the night of April 27, Hun Sen an-
nounced that he had told the com-
mission to use all of the more than 

one million doses of vaccines the gov-
ernment has on hand as well as the 
next 400,000 doses that are scheduled 
to arrive in Cambodia on April 28 to 
inoculate all residents of Phnom Penh 
and Kandal aged 18 and up.

“If we use [all of Cambodia’s current 
vaccine inventory], we can vaccinate 
about 500,000 people. But more vac-
cines will be arriving. There are approxi-
mately three million people in Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province, so we’ll 
need around six million doses,” he said.

The prime minister has instructed 
military medics to oversee this vacci-
nation drive in the four red zone dis-
tricts where residents are currently 
forbidden from travelling outside of 
their area for any reason including 
getting vaccinated elsewhere.

“No matter where they come from, 
if they come to get vaccinated then 
just inoculate them right away and 
give them a card,” he said.
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Military medics primed
for large-scale jab drive

Over 1,600
workers in
garments 
catch virus
Long Kimmarita

A TOTAL of 206 factories have now 
been temporarily closed due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 community out-
break, with 1,673 workers known to 
have contracted the virus and over 
17,000 additional workers currently 
isolated in quarantine, according to 
Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training spokesperson Heng Sour.

At a press conference held on April 
28 regarding the lockdown of Phnom 
Penh and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province, Sour said 134 out 
of the 206 factories are based in 
Phnom Penh, with another 23 in 
Kandal province, 26 in Takeo, 16 in 
Preah Sihanouk, four in Svay Rieng, 
and a few more in Kampong 
Chhnang and Kampong Cham.

He said nearly 1,600 out of the 1,673 
Covid-19 positive workers are from fac-
tories in Phnom Penh, and as a result 
approximately 17,000 of their co-workers 
must now undergo quarantine.

“The numbers may increase from 
there because we are now testing the 
workers in Kandal’s Ang Snuol dis-
trict. We are just trying to get the 
situation back to normal as soon as 
possible,” he said.

Sour reiterated that workers in the 
locked down areas of Phnom Penh 
and Takmao will receive 50 per cent of 
their monthly pay in April. The min-
istry is working with the owners and 
managers of the factories in the yellow 
zones of the locked down areas to get 
them reopened as soon as possible.

“Given recent events, we’re all hav-
ing a lot of difficulties. Employers 
and employees have to try and 
understand each other’s situations. 
The ministry will issue travel permits 
to workers to enable them to go to 
their workplaces,” he said.

ADB forecast: 4% economic growth 

Minister of National defence tea banh inspects a Covid-19 vaccination site in phnom penh’s russey Keo district. tea banh via facebook



Om Bunthoeurn

A LARGE amount of illegal luxury 
timber was impounded by Stung 
Treng provincial Forestry Admin-
istration officials on April 26 after 
it was discovered in a forest in the 
province’s Sen Chey district.

Authorities are investigating the 
whereabouts of the owner.

Provincial Forestry Administra-
tion official Orn Chansocheat said 
on April 27 that the timber had been 
impounded and held at the admin-
istration after being seized in the 
district’s O’Svay commune Rithy 
Sen Chey I village in Borei O’Svay.

“We do not know the quantity 
and type of the timber because no 
data has yet been received,” he said, 
adding that the owner could not be 
found during the operation.

“However, for the next step, we 
will issue a notice so that the owner 
can confess. If the owner still does 
not make an appearance, we will 
take legal action and build a case for 
court,” Chansocheat said.

Provincial deputy military com-
mander Duong Vichet who cooperated 
in the operation said he had assigned 
police to inspect the site with Forestry 
Administration officials.  After the in-
spection, no proper documentation for 
the timber.

“After inspection, the timber was 
found to be illegal. We coordinated 
with the provincial court prosecutor 
and decided to impound the wood 
at the provincial Forestry Administra-
tion,” he said, adding that according 
to one estimate, there is more than 
100 cubic metres of timber, including 
wood accessories and planks.

Continued from page 1

He told the authorities to set 
vaccination dates for each vil-
lage and at sites located within 
those villages and communes.

Minister of National Defence 
Tea Banh stated that he had al-
ready discussed these matters 
with Hun Sen and his ministry 
had completed its planning 
and was ready to vaccinate 
people in the red zones at the 
behest of the prime minister.

“As far as this mission goes, 
the medics of the 70th Divi-
sion are experienced with 
vaccination procedures and 
we are prepping to give jabs,” 
Banh said.

Hun Sen also noted that he 
remained in good health fol-
lowing his trip abroad to the 
unofficial ASEAN summit in 
the Indonesian capital Jakar-
ta on the Myanmar crisis on 
April 24, but that he will still 
self-quarantine and follow 
standard procedures for those 
entering Cambodia regardless 
of his test results or his rank.

“Some people thought that 
I sounded breathless when 
speaking in my last message 
to Tea Banh and Or Vandine 
about the military carrying 
out red zone vaccinations.

“It’s true that I was a little 
winded at the time but it was 
not because of the virus, it 
was because I had been cy-
cling for exercise,” he said.

He said his health was good 
and he was sad to stay home 
alone without his wife, chil-
dren and grandchildren during 
his quarantine, but he would 
continue to work from home.

Hun Sen also thanked all 
Cambodians for staying 
home, maintaining the health 
measures including the “three 
protections and three don’ts”, 
and commended those who 
had decided to voluntarily get 
vaccinated.

“I urge all compatriots to 
strictly implement the health 
measures in order to protect 
themselves from Covid-19. 
Those individuals who vio-
late administrative measures 
are subject to fines or other 
penalties as stated in the law,” 
he said.
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Hun Manet tells army to obey Covid 
laws without exception, or face court

PM in ‘good
health’ after
Jakarta trip
for summit

Mom Kunthear

H
UN Manet, deputy com-
mander-in-chief of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces, reminded the 

Regional Military Commands, Division 
Commanders and all subordinate units 
of the Army Command to obey the law 
without exception and to strictly abide 
by the government’s Covid-19 related 
regulations.

Manet made these remarks in a voice 
message reviewed by The Post on April 
28. His statements were issued to ad-
dress actions undertaken by a military 

officer from a unit under the army’s 
infantry command who allegedly com-
mitted a crime by using the unit’s mis-
sion letter to transport a group of Chi-
nese nationals from the locked down 
capital even though inter-provincia 
travel was strictly prohibited.

“I urge all regional brigade command-
ers to impose strict discipline for all of-
ficers, deputies and soldiers in the units 
under their command to fully imple-
ment all of the government’s regula-
tions, especially those related to the 
lockdown,” he said.

Manet stressed that those who do not 
follow the orders of the Royal Govern-

ment will be prosecuted according to 
the law because at this stage it is nec-
essary for everyone to follow the Covid 
prevention measures without fail.

He said that the military will not al-
low a small number of soldiers to op-
portunistically take advantage of the 
privileges and respect accorded to their 
uniform or rank to disobey the govern-
ment’s regulations.

His statements came following the 
arrest of the now former two-star 
military officer, Su Pov, along with five 
other military officers determined to 
be involved with the scheme.

They were arrested by Svay Rieng 

provincial police on the night of April 
21 on charges of human trafficking for 
transporting 28 Chinese nationals from 
Phnom Penh to that province.

Pov stands accused of using luxury 
cars with military licence plates to get 
past barricades and roadblocks to break 
the government’s lockdown orders, 
which also violated the travel ban be-
tween Phnom Penh and the provinces.

The former two-star military officer 
and his five accomplices were remand-
ed to custody by the Svay Rieng pro-
vincial court on the afternoon of April 
24 and will remain in prison while they 
await trial on three charges.

Hun Manet, deputy commander-in-chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces. hun manet via facebook

The luxury timber was discovered in a forest in Stung Treng province’s Sen Chey district. PoLice

Stung Treng officials discover illegal timber stockpile; owner flees
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Covid-19 patients who have recovered leave the Koh Pich Convention and Exhibition Centre, which has been turned into a treatment site. HONG MENEA

Majority of Covid patients in 
Cambodia’s care fully recover 
Mom Kunthear

a 
TOTal of 838 Covid-
19 patients with mild 
cases of the illness 
who were undergoing 

treatment at the Koh pich Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre 
-- which has been converted 
into a treatment facility -- in 
phnom penh have now recov-
ered and been discharged.

However, they have been in-
structed to quarantine for 14 

days at home, according to pich 
Chanmony, deputy chairman 
of the board of directors of the 
Samdech Techo Youth Volunteer 
Doctor association (TYDa).

“The full moon looks nice 
this evening and it has been 
a good day because many of 
our Covid-19 patients have 
fully recovered,” she said.

She thanked the medical 
workers from TYDa and the 
other frontline workers who 
have cared for the patients at 

the facility. She also thanked 
the armed forces for provid-
ing security and ensuring or-
der at the Koh pich site.

“i would like to remind 
those who have recovered to 
please fulfill your entire quar-
antine period at home and 
follow the recommendations 
from our medical doctors. 
also, please return on May 1 
for one more test to confirm 
your recovery,” she said.

Hun Manet, the deputy com-

mander-in-chief of the royal 
Cambodian armed Forces, said 
on april 27 that five treatment 
facilities for Covid-19 patients 
with mild symptoms have been 
set up in the past 51 days, in-
cluding the former Great Duke 
Hotel, luong Mer Hospital, Koh 
pich i and ii, and Tuol pongro.

Nationwide, there are 35 
hospitals and facilities pre-
pared to treat infected pa-
tients who have mild or no 
symptoms of illness.

Lay Samean

a WOrKiNG group from the  
apsara National authority 
(aNa)’s Department of Water 
Management was restoring wa-
ter hyacinth in angkor Thom’s 
moat as part of conservation 
work and efforts to make it more 
appealing to tourists who visit 
angkor archaeological park.

Nhem raksmey, techni-
cal officer at the department, 
said rehabilitation work com-
menced on april 24 with 40 
people. it started near angkor 
Thom’s Takav gate (west gate).

raksmey said that the restora-
tion work covered 150,000sqm, 
and the group had struck some 
obstacles along the way be-
cause of thick plant coverage.

“The restoration team has 
been busy pulling out the thick 
water hyacinths from the wa-
ter and placing them on the 
moat’s bank. Grass and small 
plants have become so thick 
and heavy that in some places 
you could hardly see the water. 
Some plants grew down 60cm 
into the water,” he said.

He said this problem was 
formed by small plants in the wa-
ter growing over a long time and 
lack of adequate cleaning, caus-
ing this thick mass of plants.

However, he said that the team 
is looking for alternative ways to 
speed up the work. This means 
using equipment as we are cur-
rently using only manual labour.

reaksmey expects that after 
the restoration, the environ-
ment in the western part of 

angkor Thom will be beautiful 
and can attract more tourists.

Cambodia association of 
Travel agents and Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce ad-
viser Ho Vandy said the joint 
restoration work in the ang-
kor area would certainly at-
tract more tourists after the 
Covid-19 situation improves.

“it’s very good to make im-
provements because we al-
ready know that in the field of 
tourism to attract visitors the 
first is beauty, the second is 
the landscape, the third is the 
view, the fourth is quality and 
the fifth is safety,” he said.

“So, our selling point is not 
just the temples but to also 
provide all these services. So, 
we appreciate aNa for con-
sulting with UNESCO on all 
these renovations,” he said.

raksmey said the restora-
tion was sponsored by philan-
thropists and senior officials 
including Minister of National 
assembly-Senate relations 
and inspection Men Sam an; 
Minister of Culture and Fine 
arts phoeurng Sackona and the 
aNa Chairman of the Board of 
Directors Seang Chan Heng.

aNa and the angkor institute 
began to reopen the angkor area 
to the public from april 26 after 
being closed for a short time to 
prevent the spread of Covid 19.

On the first day of reopen-
ing, aNa said the angkor ar-
chaeological park received 
701 tourists, while authorities 
continue to strengthen mea-
sures to prevent Covid 19.

aNa’s restoration work at 
angkor Thom hits snag



Mom Kunthear

T
HE Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court has 
charged former op-
position leader Sam 

Rainsy with obstructing lock-
down measures and inciting 
social chaos and issued a war-
rant for his arrest, according 
to Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Kim Santepheap.

The charges were levied 
against him after he called 
on people in Phnom Penh 
and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province to ignore all 
government lockdown orders 
and leave their homes and go 
about their daily business as 
normal. 

Rainsy, the self-exiled 
former president of the Su-

preme Court-dissolved Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party, 
made the appeal via a video 
clip posted to his Facebook 
page on April 24. He dared 
the government to put an 
immediate end to the lock-
down.

“Go out, brothers and sisters! 
In four to 10 days – if the mea-
sures are not relaxed –  then 
just go out of your homes! Re-
sume your businesses as nor-
mal in order to earn a living. If 
we stay at home, we will die. 
Don’t stay at home. Everyone, 
go out together,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
person Kim Santepheap said 
during a press conference 
held on April 28 that such 
comments were incitements 
against the measures the gov-

ernment has put in place to 
break the transmission chain 
and was in violation of Cam-
bodian law.

He said the municipal 
court on April 26 had already 
charged Rainsy with ob-
structing the lockdown mea-
sures and incitement to cause 
social chaos in accordance 
with the law on measures to 
contain Covid-19 and under 
articles 494 and 495 of the 
Criminal Code.

“The Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court has issued an arrest 
warrant for this criminal. I 
would like to call on all broth-
ers and sisters to kindly sup-
port the government. 

“Don’t believe these incite-
ments from convicts who 
are addicted to offending 

people and continue to do so 
from afar without fear of any 
consequences,” Santepheap 
said.

He also called on the people 
to stay calm and continue to 
comply with the lockdown 
measures for the sake of 

peace, saying the lockdown 
will be lifted in the near fu-
ture.

“Brothers and sisters, life will 
return to normal if you all com-
ply fully with the measures. We 
hope to put an end to this out-
break soon,” he said.

Municipal court Judge Pich 
Vicheathor issued the ar-
rest warrant for Rainsy and 
should he ever manage to 
return to Cambodia he will 
face immediate arrest and 
be put on trial for his alleged 
crimes.
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Orm Bunthoeun

THE Ministry of labour and 
Vocational Training has in-
formed transportation ser-
vices that transport factory 
workers to get permits from 
the ministry in order to be 
able to travel in the yellow 
zones within the locked down 
areas.

According to the ministry’s 
announcement on April 28, 
Minister of labour Ith Sam 
Heng informed owners of 
the factories in the yellow 
zones and the transportation 
services in Phnom Penh and 
neighbouring Takmao town 

in Kandal province that they 
should request travel cer-
tificates online at the URl:  
https://transportationpass.
mlvt.gov.kh.

Factory owners and trans-
portation service owners have 
to register their name, date 
of birth, ID card number and 
phone number while also giv-
ing the names and locations 
of the factories and the num-
ber of workers they will be 
transporting in addition to the 
routes they intend to travel.

Sam Heng said the certifi-
cate applicants will receive 
a digital travel permit within 
one day of correctly submit-

ting their requests. They can 
track whether their request 
was approved by clicking the 
same link and logging-in with 
their date of birth and phone 
number.

Along with the digital per-
mission letters, drivers have 
to bring along their ID cards 
in order to show them to the 
authorities they encounter on 
the street.

Factory workers that travel 
to work using their own per-
sonal vehicles have to have a 
work card or their National 
Security Fund card on their 
person at all times.

Ministry of labour spokes-

man Heng Sour urged factory 
owners and workers to pay at-
tention to the lockdown orders 
so that they can determine 
what routes they can travel.

“These travel permissions 
are valid only for transporta-
tion of workers between their 
homes and their workplaces 
and they do not permit cross-
ing the border from Phnom 
Penh to the provinces. 

“These cards are not for 
the general public to use for 
travel for personal reasons. 
The authorities will be check-
ing those travelling with these 
cards to ensure compliance,” 
Sour said.

Ry Sochan

THE Monarchy and members of the 
country’s business community have 
poured in financial assistance, food 
and other supplies to people affected 
by the ongoing Covid-19 outbreak.

On April 26, King Norodom Si-
hamoni and Queen Mother Norodom 
Monineath Sihanouk donated 105 
tonnes of rice, 4,300 boxes of noodles, 
4,300 boxes of canned fish, 650 cases 
of drinking water, and 12,000 face 
masks to the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Hall to relieve the people in red 
zones.

The King and Queen Mother on 26 
April also donated 30 tonnes of rice, 
1,000 boxes of noodles, 1,000 boxes 
of canned fish and 300 boxes of 
drinking water to Kandal Provincial 
Hall to give to people in red zones 
in adjacent Takmao town in Kandal 
province.

Kith Meng, chairman and CEO of 
The Royal Group of Companies ltd, 
his wife Mao Chamnan and family 
have donated $50,000 for emergency 
aid to the people living in the capital’s 
lockdown-restricted areas.

The Royal Group said in an April 28 
statement: “In the past two weeks the 
Kingdom has seen its first lockdown in 
order to contain the spread of the virus.

“Since the numbers are rising, lock-
down is imperative in order protect 

our citizen’s health. While doing so, 
we anticipate that these changes will 
interrupt the livelihoods of many.”

Meng called for solidarity and a 
spirited societal commitment to 
weather the Covid-19 storm.

“This is our time to stand together 
and empower our community spirit 
to help each other. With patience and 
faith, we will survive this battle,” he 
said in the statement.

The statement added that “national 
solidarity is all about standing by each 
other during tough times as affirmed 
by” Prime Minister Hun Sen.

AEON Group on April 8 donated 
$10,000 to Prime Minister Hun Sen to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19, while 
ABA Bank on April 22 donated $1 mil-
lion to support the government in 
curbing the spread of the virus.

“Being an active member of the 

Cambodian business community, we 
at ABA Bank support the government’s 
efforts to protect the wellbeing of Cam-
bodians, especially during the Covid 
outbreak,” ABA Bank CEO Askhat 
Azhikhanov said in a press release.

“We are honoured to make this con-
tribution to empower the ongoing 
fight against the spread of the disease 
and will continue helping communi-
ties in the future,” Askhat said.

Sam Rainsy, former president of the Supreme Court-dissolved Cambodia National Rescue Party. FACEBOOK

Workers commute to work in a truck. HOng MEnEA

200K workers 
to resume work 
after long delay

Rainsy charged for 
inciting obstruction 
to lockdown order

Worker transporters told to apply for travel permits in restricted zones

Covid donations flow in from Monarchy, business world

Minister of the Royal Palace Kong Sam Ol (left) presents donations from King Norodom Sihamoni and Queen Mother Norodom 
Monineath Sihanouk to Phnom Penh municipal governor Khuong Sreng. PHnOM PEnH MUnICIPAL ADMInISTRATIOn

Continued from page 1

Sour said the lockdown of Phnom 
Penh and Takmao had affected 7,000 
workplaces, including 690 factories 
and over 1.2 million workers.

He said that after Phnom Penh and 
Takmao were divided into red, yellow and 
dark yellow zones, some 60 factories 
with nearly 200,000 workers in yellow 
zones can resume their operations.

Cambodian labour Confederation 
president Ath Thon said workers 
should receive full monthly payments 
because that is what is stated in the 
labour law. Furthermore, he said that 
workers should receive it immediately 
in order to pay for their daily necessi-
ties, and that it should not be delayed 
until the lockdown is lifted.

“The government should issue lock-
down orders that include provisions for 
enough food for daily sustenance, med-
ical treatments, quarantines, vaccina-
tions and requirements for factories to 
maintain hygiene measures,” he said.

Thon also praised the government 
for providing the support to workers 
during the crisis, but he urged the gov-
ernment to do more for the workers 
who are currently under lockdown.



Long Kimmarita

PHNOM PENH deputy governor 
Nuon Pharath, also a member of 
the committee overseeing the 
lockdown of the capital, said the 
government had delivered over 
100,000 grocery packages to 
people who have been experi-
encing food insecurity in Phnom 
Penh during the lockdown.

Pharath made the statement 
while speaking at a press con-
ference regarding the exten-
sion of the lockdown in Phnom 
Penh and Takmao town.

“These past few days we have 

delivered over 100,000 packages 
of groceries to brothers and sis-
ters who are living in Phnom Penh. 
We gave priority to those people 
living in red zones who are not 
allowed to leave home,” he said.

He added that the govern-
ment had provided them with 
the relief assistance and any-
one who wasn’t actually having 
any trouble feeding themselves 
should not demand donations 
because the government’s 
resources were limited and it 
could only provide assistance 
to those most in need of it .

Pharath suggested that those 

who are still able to support 
themselves should instead 
assist the government in help-
ing their less fortunate neigh-
bours right now.

“We don’t have enough pack-
ages prepared yet to deliver 
food to everyone who is expe-
riencing a shortage, so we 
haven’t been able to provide 
assistance to everyone who 
needs it yet in such a short 
period of time, but we’re estab-
lishing mechanisms through 
Telegram to provide informa-
tion to those requesting assist-
ance,” Pharath explained.

Groceries reach restricted zones

Voun Dara

THE Koh Kong district admin-
istration has given five land-
owners who are encroaching 
on the Tatai canal in Tatai 
commune’s Anlong Vak village 
in Koh Kong district 30 days to 
restore the portions of the 
canal they have filled-in or the 
matter will be referred to the 
courts for further action.

Koh Kong district deputy 
governor Nem Phirum and a 
group of officials inspected the 
area on April 27 and deter-
mined that the landlords had 
been digging up mountain soil 
and dumping it into the canal 
to enlarge their own proper-
ties, which is tantamount to an 
illegal appropriation of state 

property for personal gain.
Phirum said that after medi-

ation on April 28, the five land-
owners agreed to sign a con-
tract promising to excavate the 
filled-in portions within 30 
days from April 27.

“They have admitted their 
guilt. They were pouring soil into 
the canal without permission 
from the authorities,” he said.

Phirum stated that if the five 
landowners have not complied 
with the terms of the contract 
by the end of the 30 day period, 
then the authorities will file a 
case with the court.

Tatai commune chief Thin 
Sambath said that they had cleared 
the forest next to the canal and 
then filled-in a two metre strip 
of the canal along its bank.

“According to the contract, 
the five landowners have to 
excavate all the stones they 
dumped into the canal and 
thereafter refrain from altering 
the land within 20 metres of 
the canal bank. They are not 
allowed to dig up the moun-
tain or build anything around 
there,” he said.

The commune chief said 
that if the landlords want to 
clear land or build anything in 
the area, it can only be done 
on land they hold legal title to 
that is recognized by the 
authorities and even then in 
some cases they must apply 
for permits first.

The Post could not reach 
any of the landowners for 
comment.

Five Koh Kong landowners given 
ultimatum to restore Tatai canal

Authorities lock down the main road leading to Takmao town in Kandal province. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM 

Ministry: Screen foreigners 
from areas under lockdown
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Kingdom pledges 
int’l cooperation 
on ongoing  battle 
against Covid-19 
Voun Dara

l
Y THUCH, president of 
Cambodia’s National Com-
mittee for the UN Economic 
and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP), 
addressed the Cambodian govern-
ment’s efforts to strengthen its eco-
nomic resilience and rebuild in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic at 
the committee’s 77th Session.

The Cambodian government set 
up its national committee for ESCAP 
in 2009 in order to ensure that Cam-
bodia would have a strong voice in 
the commission’s discussions and 
to coordinate cooperative efforts re-
lated to the commission.

UN-ESCAP undersecretary-gen-
eral Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana 
delivered an opening speech at the 
session, organised under the theme 
of Building Back Better from Crises 
through regional Cooperation in 
Asia and the Pacific.

The session was also attended 
via video-conference by UN senior 
representatives in charge of affairs 
for least developed countries in ad-
dition to the national delegations 
and representatives from countries 
throughout the region.

Senior Minister ly Thuch made 
his remarks on April 28, highlighting 
five points in his speech.

The first point was that Cambo-
dia has been trying to collaborate 
with every nation globally to fight 
the pandemic, taking special care to 
avoid racial discrimination or play-
ing the blame game regarding the 
origins of the virus, because that only 
sabotages what should be the unified 
purpose of the entire international 
community: ending the pandemic.

“in the spirit of humanitarianism 
and international solidarity, Cam-
bodia allowed the Westerdam cruise 
ship – loaded with more than 2,200 
passengers – to dock in mid-Febru-
ary 2020. And as of now, Cambodia 
has not only provided treatment [for 
Covid-19] to its own citizens, but 
also to all foreign citizens in Cam-
bodia free of charge,” he said.

Thuch then went on to say that 
Cambodia believes that the battle 
against COViD-19 requires prudent 
decision-making arrived at through 
a collaborative multilateral frame-
work that respects international 
laws but also the sovereignty of each 
individual nation, regardless of its 
size or wealth.

He added that it was of paramount 

importance and urgency to provide 
Covid-19 vaccines to all people as a 
global public good in an accessible 
and affordable manner.

Thuch noted that the supply and 
distribution of said vaccines should be 
carried out in a humanitarian spirit in 
every country and especially in those 
countries which are most vulnerable.

Thuch’s third point was that 
Cambodia thinks that all countries 
should collaborate to avoid the un-
wanted consequences inflicted by 
implementing protectionist policies 
regarding vaccines.

He said the international commu-
nity must vastly step up its support 
of national policy initiatives, includ-
ing providing assistance to countries 

with limited health care capacity and 
channeling funds for vaccine pro-
duction to the right recipients so that 
as trials advance there is an adequate 
and affordable supply of of doses 
quickly available to all countries.

Thuch’s fourth item he addressed 
concerned climate change and build-
ing on the record drop in greenhouse 
gas emissions that occurred during 
the pandemic. He said that policy-
makers should both implement their 
climate change mitigation commit-
ments and work together to scale up

equitably designed carbon taxation 
schemes or similar programmes.

Finally, Thuch said that to avoid a 
repeat of this Covid-19 catastrophe 
in the future when another novel 

virus suddenly emerges and begins 
to spread as experts agree is likely to 
happen due to a number of factors, 
the global community must act now 
by building stockpiles of essential 
supplies and protective equipment, 
funding research and supporting 
public health systems, and putting in 
place effective modalities for deliver-
ing relief to the neediest nations.

“Cambodia is ready to join with its 
development partners, both bilater-
ally and multilaterally, to contribute 
to the efforts to restore the socio-
economic health of all nations. 
These collaborative efforts will cer-
tainly enable us all to achieve our vi-
sion for sustainable development,” 
he said.

Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of interior held 
an online meeting on April 26 
to discuss efforts to suppress 
human trafficking and the ille-
gal transport of foreigners from 
lockdown areas in light of the 
government ban on cross-bor-
der travel.

The meeting was chaired by 
Minister of interior Sar Kheng, 
with the participation of most 
of the interior ministry’s top 
leadership, including police 
officials.

Por Pheak, secretary-general 
of the interior ministry, told 

The Post that the meeting was 
to find ways to prevent illegal 
border crossings both interna-
tionally and to a lesser extent 
inter-provincially while Cam-
bodia is struggling to contain 
its Covid outbreak.

“The discussion was about 
trafficking humans across 
borders during the Covid-19 
outbreak. But of course, we 
focused mainly on smuggling 
people across international 
borders,” he said.

Pheak said that as a result of 
the meeting the ministry will 
prepare a document with in-
structions and recommenda-

tions for the authorities at the 
border that will help to prevent 
these illegal activities.

“i can only say that during 
this period of Covid lockdowns 
and tightened restrictions we 
are still receiving information 
about people possibly cross-
ing the border, despite all that. 
Due to that reason, we orga-
nized this meeting to address 
this problem,” he said.

According to Pheak, this 
week the ministry will official-
ly announce the implementa-
tion of these instructions after 
they receive final approval 
from Sar Kheng.

Ly Thuch, president of Cambodia’s National Committee for the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UN-ESCAP), addressed the Cambodian government’s efforts to strengthen its economic resilience and rebuild in the wake of the 
Covid-19 pandemic at the committee’s 77th Session. LY THUcH vIA FAcebOOk
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.2597 6.5437 109.83 4.1315 1.3396 31.37 0.7622 1.1885 1.3820

Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,860 16,920 16,960 16,840

2 GTI 4,280 4,300 4,300 4,240

3 PAS 13,000 13,020 13,040 12,980

4 PEPC 3,080 3,070 3,090 3,060

5 PPAP 14,400 13,120 14,400 13,040

6 PPSP 1,890 1,880 1,890 1,870

7 PWSA 6,660 6,680 6,680 6,640

Date: April 28, 2021

May Kunmakara

T
he Ministry of Tourism will work 
with the Ministry of health to 
evaluate the feasibility of inter-
national tourists from low-risk 

countries and territories who have been 
fully vaccinated against the novel corona-
virus to enter the Kingdom with little or 
no quarantine stay.

The tourism ministry expects this to be-
gin in the fourth quarter, in a move that 
would rescue the industry, which has been 
severely affected by the outbreak of Covid-
19 for over a year.

Tourism minister Thong Khon made the 
remark at a meeting on april 27.

he said that once the tourism and health 
ministries had outlined the conditions for 
the plan, the tourism ministry would peti-
tion the royal Government to implement it.

“The Ministry of Tourism will also work 
with provincial authorities and the ad-hoc 
Commission for Covid-19 Vaccination to 
seek support in promoting vaccination to 
the people and tourism service providers 
at various destinations to ensure that our 
destinations are safe and be confident that 
we can accept tourists who have been fully 
vaccinated,” he said.

pacific asia Travel association Cambodia 
chapter chairman Thourn Sinan said that 
to ensure the trust of all stakeholders, cer-
tain conditions must be clearly defined to 
ensure that there is no spread of Covid-19 
among tourists and stakeholders.

he said guidance or regulations should 
include conditions concerning vaccines, 
reduced quarantine times and obligations 
for guests and stakeholders.

“in order to make this a success and gain 
the trust of all stakeholders, it is required 

that the Ministry of Tourism work with the 
Ministry of health to establish a Code of 
Conduct for tourists,” he said.

according to Khon, the tourism ministry 
will require all tourism destinations to con-
sider the quality of their services and what 
constitutes reasonable prices, especially in 
the context of Covid-19 standards such as 
the government’s stringent “three protec-
tions and three don’ts” guidelines.

at the same time, he said, it is necessary 
to instil greater confidence in tourists by re-
quiring staff to wear iD cards and Covid-19 
vaccination cards regularly during the per-
formance of their duties.

“We will review the quality of tourism ser-
vices at all destinations and we will quickly 
lay out the tourism standards in the context 
of Covid-19 to ensure the safety and quality 
of each destination for international tour-

ists.
“We are doing this gradually and we are 

striving all together with the belief that we’ll 
be able to receive international tourists, es-
pecially fully vaccinated ones, in the fourth 
quarter of 2021,” Khon said.

a tourism ministry report revealed that 
1.31 million international tourists visited 
Cambodia in 2020, down 80.2 per cent 
from 6.61 million in 2019, while Cambodi-
an travellers made about nine million trips 
to domestic destinations, a year-on-year 
decrease of 20 per cent.

last year’s decline in international tour-
ist arrivals cost the Cambodian tourism in-
dustry more than $3 billion lost in revenue, 
with revenues from international tourism 
generating only $1.023 billion in 2020, 
down 79.2 per cent compared to $4.919 bil-
lion in 2019.

VN sells more mango, guava, mangosteen to russia

Hin Pisei

CaMboDia Microfinance 
association (CMa) on april 27 
urged its members to release 
more credit to customers as the 
spread of Covid-19, exacer-
bated by the February 20 com-
munity transmission is having 
a huge impact on all business-
es, especially in phnom penh 
and Takmao town.

Speaking at the “Credit 
restructuring” event held vir-
tually, CMa Communications 
Department director Kaing 
Tongngy said the additional 
credit would help people and 
reduce lending rates.

he added that “the mecha-
nism for promoting credit 
restructuring” would also be 
encouraged during and after 
the latest outbreak, stressing 
that all businesses need the 
additional capital.

“This mechanism aims to 
protect clients affected by Cov-
id-19 directly and indirectly. 
and if any customers are affect-
ed by Covid-19, they can apply 
for credit restructuring directly 
through agencies or institu-
tions,” he said.

The National bank of Cam-
bodia (NbC) issued a circular 
on loan restructuring on March 
27 last year with the aim of 
helping clients affected by the 
Covid-19 financial crisis.

as of last month, CMa mem-
bers have restructured more 
than $1.4 billion in loans for 
nearly 300,000 borrowers since 
the NbC issued the directive, 

according to Tongngy.
he highlighted the impor-

tance of the financial system, 
saying that problems will likely 
spill over into other sectors. he 
encouraged the general public 
to seek mediation or interven-
tion from the CMa if faced with 
a credit issue that member 
institutions cannot resolve.

at the same time, the com-
munications director request-
ed that customers with limited 
or no impact from the pan-
demic to continue to repay 
their loans on a regular basis 
and provide institutions with 
additional possibilities to help 
other customers.

he said CMa membership 
includes more than 100 micro-
finance institutions and four 
banks – hattha bank plc, phil-
lip bank plc, Sbi lY hoUr bank 
plc, and aeoN Specialized 
bank (Cambodia) plc.

as of the end of March, mem-
ber institutions logged $6 bil-
lion in outstanding loans to 
about two million clients and 
$3.8 billion in deposits to 2.8 
million clients, according to 
Tongngy.

VieTNaM was the fourth largest sup-
plier of mango, guava and mangos-
teen to russia in January this year, 
reaching 226 tonnes, worth $807,000, 
up 114 per cent in volume and 62.7 
per cent in value compared to January 
last year.

The proportion of imports from 
Vietnam accounted for 6.1 per cent of 
russian total import volume.

Statistics of the international Trade 
Center (iTC) showed that imports of 
mango, guava and mangosteen of the 
russian market grew sharply in the 
2016-2020 period, increasing 68.4 per 
cent per year on average.

import value reached $83.46 million 
last year, up 187.7 per cent over 2019 
and 612.2 per cent higher than 2016.

russia imported the most mango, 
guava and mangosteen from peru in 
January this year. The proportion of 
imports from this market accounted 
for 69.4 per cent of the total import 
volume.

The russian market still had plenty 
of room for Vietnamese exporters to 
exploit as russian fruit and vegetable 
production was still limited, and due 
to climatic conditions, the country 
could not produce tropical fruit and 
vegetables, iTC said.

Meanwhile, the demand for vegeta-
bles and fruits among russian people 
is increasing. Therefore, russia has to 
import up to two thirds of its annual 
fruit and vegetable consumption.

according to statistics from the 

General Department of Customs, the 
export of vegetables and fruits reached 
$403.71 million last month, up 12.9 
per cent compared to March 2020.

export of vegetables and fruits 
increased continuously in the past 
three months, after decreasing since 
September.

exports of vegetables and fruits 
reached $966.72 million from the 
beginning of the year to the end of 
March, up 8.7 per cent year-on-year.

Vietnam’s fruit and vegetable exports 
to australia, Taiwan, russia and Malay-
sia also grew strongly in the first three 
months of this year, while exports to 
markets such as Thailand, South Korea, 
Japan, and the Netherlands dropped. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Kingdom may drop quarantine 
for vaccinated tourists in Q4

The Kingdom welcomed 1.31 million international tourists in 2020, down 80.2 per cent from 
6.61 million in 2019. HONG MENEA

Customers wait for financial 
services at an Prasac branch in 
Kampong Speu province. HONG 
MENEA

Vietnamese mango exports to Russia grew sharply in 2016-2020. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

CMa calls for more
microfinance lending



Hin Pisei

W
HILE local aquaculture 
has started to grow sig-
nificantly in recent 
years, the business com-

munity is increasingly facing compe-
tition from illegal imports, according 
to the Cambodian Aquaculturist 
Association (CAA).

The CAA on April 27 expressed con-
cern on social media that the import 
of fisheries products to compete with 
local products in an unfair and ineq-
uitable way, combined with the dis-
honest business practices of a hand-
ful of people, will harm local 
aquaculture.

CAA president Sok Raden told The 
Post on April 27 that the illegal importa-
tion of large quantities of aquaculture 
products from neighbouring countries 
on a daily basis is a constant source of 
difficulties for local farmers.

These difficulties could mar the 
government’s plans to boost produc-
tion capacity to meet domestic 
demand and have enough to spare 
for export, he said.

He added that illegal imports not 
only generate losses of tax revenue for 
the state, but also skirt suitable quality-
control measures and originate from 
dubious breeding sources, which could 
harm consumers’ health.

“Illegal imports with unclear qual-
ity control not only undermine plans 
towards exporting Cambodian aqua-
culture products to international 
markets, but even the breeding oper-
ations that serve domestic needs 
could face bankruptcy,” he said.

He encouraged importers to stock 
up on fish from local farmers and 
limit imports to products that locals 
cannot produce.

However, he acknowledged that 
Cambodian aquaculture products 
could be slightly more expensive 
than in neighbouring countries due 
to the Kingdom’s well-organised 
environment, water control and 
high-quality feed.

According to Raden, Cambodia is 
well-capable of supplying some spe-
cies of fish, especially “pra” (Panga-
sius djambal), “po” (Pangasius lar-
naudii), “andeng” (catfish of the 
Clarias genus), “chdo” (giant snake-
head or Channa micropeltes) and 
“kranh” (climbing perch or Anabas 
testudineus).

Kandal, Pursat, Kampong Thom, Prey 
Veng, Siem Reap, Kampong Cham, 
Tbong Khmum and Takeo provinces 
now account for the majority of the 
Kingdom’s fish farms, he said.

The owner of a fish farm in Kampong 
Cham province’s Batheay district, 
Phan Phirum, who has eight ponds on 
an area of 6ha with an average produc-
tion capacity of 7,000 tonnes per year, 
said the import of fish from Vietnam 
that can be produced domestically has 
had a very negative impact on local 
fish farmers.

He encouraged importers to wait 
after farms had all sold their harvest 

before bringing in fisheries from 
abroad.

“The situation with the Covid-19 out-
break has severely affected fish farmers 
in Cambodia because it is difficult to 
sell, due to the large imports from 
neighbouring countries,” he said.

He added that the problem is uni-
versal across all fish farms and may 
cause farmers to quit the business.

Aquaculture production stood at 
400,400 tonnes last year, up 30.25 per 
cent from the 307,408 tonnes posted 
in 2019, the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries reported in 
December.

Aquaculture production stood at 400,400 tonnes last year, up 30.25 per cent from the 307,408 tonnes posted in 2019. HENG CHIVOAN
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Smart Axiata
installs base
stations in
Siem Reap
Thou Vireak

SMART Axiata Co Ltd has installed 
68 new base stations in Siem Reap 
province as part of its $90 million 
investment plan to expand and im-
prove its network across the country 
in 2021, the telecoms operator said 
in an April 27 press release.

The newly completed sites are 
among the 350 new locations an-
nounced by Smart last month, 
which will enhance its LTE network 
for users nationwide and help to 
ensure the network is fully ready to 
meet growing customer demands 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Smart currently operates more 
than 3,000 base station sites across 
the country and provides 4G cover-
age to 91.5 per cent of the popula-
tion. The firm says it is also pro-
gressing to gradually shut down its 
3G network in 2021, reallocating the 
residual 3G frequency spectrum for 
its 4G network.

“Investments into Cambodia’s tele-
coms infrastructure have never been 
more important,” its CEO Thomas 
Hundt said. “We understand the ur-
gency and will continue to provide un-
paralleled connections to Cambodi-
ans, especially in these critical times.

“Our customers in Siem Reap will 
now enjoy significant network im-
provements thanks to the newly built 
sites across the province,” he said.

S Korean economy beats Covid blues

Imports sinking local fish farms

SOUTH Korea’s economy expanded 
1.6 per cent quarter-on-quarter in 
the first three months of the year, 
signalling a faster-than-expected re-
covery to pre-Covid-19 levels, cen-
tral bank data showed on April 27.

Bolstered by improvement in pri-
vate consumption and exports, “the 
1.6 per cent growth in the first quar-
ter has pushed the real gross do-
mestic product (GDP) level higher 
than that of the last three months 
of 2019,” Park Yang-su, head of the 
economic statistics department at 
the Bank of Korea (BoK), said in a 
briefing tied to the data.

On a quarterly basis, South Korea’s 
economy has recovered slowly since 
the third quarter of last year. After 
contracting 1.3 per cent in the first 
quarter of 2020 and 3.2 per cent in the 
second, it began to show signs of re-
covery in the second half. It expand-
ed by 2.1 per cent in the third quarter 
and 1.2 per cent in the fourth.

The country’s GDP expanded 1.8 
per cent year-on-year in the first 
quarter of 2021.

A noticeable recovery in private 
consumption, which had faltered 
due to the government’s strict so-
cial distancing rules, buoyed the re-
bound in GDP, data showed.

Consumption of durable goods 
such as cars and nondurable goods, 
such as groceries and clothing, in-
creased by a combined 1.1 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter in the January-
March period. This compares with 
the corresponding figures of zero per 
cent and minus 1.5 per cent in the 
third and fourth quarters of last year.

“The increased gift exchanges that 
replaced face-to-face gatherings 
during the Lunar New Year holidays 

in February and alleviation of social 
distancing rules around that time 
improved consumption in busi-
nesses and services that require of-
fline interactions,” Park said.

The BoK cast a rosier outlook on pri-
vate consumption, projecting further 
gains stemming from an improved 
job market, but warned that risks tied 
to Covid-19 had not disappeared and 
sectors that required face-to-face ser-
vices were still vulnerable.

Exports expanded 1.9 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter in the January-March 
period, while imports increased 2.4 
per cent. Exports, which account for 
half of Asia’s fourth-largest economy, 
expanded 4.5 per cent year-on-year, 
but shed some quarterly momentum 

in the first three months of the year. 
They had seen 5.4 per cent quarter-
on-quarter growth in the last three 
months of 2020.

“The growth itself has become 
slower compared with the fourth 
quarter of last year, but a recovery in 
the IT economy and the overall glob-
al economy is expected to continue 
to drive Korea’s exports,” Park said.

The 1.6 per cent GDP growth ex-
ceeded market expectations, as think 
tanks and brokerages had projected 
1.2 per cent expansion on average.

But the BoK and experts alike 
have stressed the need for an ac-
celerated vaccination campaign 
to truly back their optimistic out-
looks. As of April 27 a meagre 4.7 

per cent of the population, or 2.4 
million people, had received one 
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine.

Meanwhile, Minister of Economy 
and Finance and Deputy Prime Min-
ister Hong Nam-ki on April 27 nodded 
toward the BoK data, saying: “Korea’s 
economy saw a faster-than-expected 
recovery toward pre-pandemic levels.”

Hong projected that the economy 
would surpass the government’s lat-
est growth forecast of 3.2 per cent 
for this year, citing the data as a “so-
lidification of steps” toward mid- or 
high three per cent growth.

BoK governor Lee Ju-yeol recently 
projected that the growth rate would 
reach the mid-three per cent range. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Pedestrians cross the street near Gwanghwamun Square in central Seoul on April 14. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY

Continued from page 1

of a rebound in the garments, foot-
wear and travel goods sector, as well 
as growth in other light manufactur-
ing such as electronics and bicycles.

Agriculture is expected to grow by 1.3 
per cent in 2021 and 1.2 per cent in 
2022, underpinned by higher crop pro-
duction after last year’s flood damage, 
continued growth in aquaculture and 
rising agriculture exports to China.

Services will recover more slowly, 
expanding by 3.3 per cent in 2021 and 
6.2 per cent in 2022. Efforts to contain 
a local outbreak of Covid-19 that 
began in February are dampening 
service sector activities.

Travel restrictions are expected to 
remain in place for most of 2021, 
which means tourism is not expected 
to boost services this year. Real estate 
is expected to recover from last year’s 
contraction, in line with a similar 
trend for the construction industry.

Durrani-Jamal said: “The uneven 
pace of the recovery across sectors 
will continue to put pressure on some 
households and firms this year, which 
will slow down the overall recovery.

“Key risks to the outlook include wid-
ening community outbreaks of Covid-
19, slower than expected growth for 
Cambodia’s major trading partners 
such as the US and EU, continued 
weakness in domestic demand, and 
stress on financial services and bank-
ing,” she said, adding that the govern-
ment needs to maintain its accommo-
dative fiscal policy stance this year and 
next to support growth.

Recovery at
uneven pace,
risks to outlook
remain: ADB
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Property

HCMC apartment market lacks 
new supply of affordable units
HigH- and mid-priced apartment projects 
continued to lead the Ho Chi Minh City 
(HCMC) market in terms of new supply 
in the first quarter, with affordable units 
remaining scarce, according to real estate 
consulting firms.

With 4,900 units, primary stock was down 
56 per cent quarter-on-quarter and 31 per 
cent year-on-year, according to Savills Viet-
nam’s quarterly report on the city property 
market.

grade B led primary supply with a 57 per 
cent share. New urban areas in districts 2, 
7 and 9 had a 78 per cent share of grade B 
primary supply.

Quarterly sales of less than 2,100 were 
the lowest in five years and represented a 
quarter-on-quarter decrease of 76 per cent 
and year-on-year decrease of 56 per cent, 
mostly due to lower primary supply.

a higher rate of large-sized units with 
higher unit prices has slowed performance 
at existing developments, Vo Thi Khanh 
Trang, associate director of research at 
Savills, said.

prices moved up across all grades, espe-
cially in new phases of existing develop-
ments, where unit prices increased by six per 
cent over their previous launch, she said.

There is very limited supply of affordable 
units with primary prices of under $1,000 
per square metre and new supply would 
steadily fall in the coming years, she said.

limited land availability in central areas are 
pushing up prices of apartments, she added.

according to DKra Vietnam, the prices 
of affordable apartments doubled be-
tween 2013 and 2020 to 30-32 million dong 
($1,300-1,380) per square metre.

in the first quarter of this year, they went 

up by another five-to-10 per cent.
Even in neighbouring provinces such 

as Binh Duong and Dong Nai, apartment 
prices have jumped to 33-45 million dong 
per square metre.

grade a led primary supply last year with 
a 69 per cent share while supply of grade 
C was almost zero, according to a report by 
DKra.

in the first quarter of this year grade a 
continued to lead the HCMC apartment 
market in terms of new supply and there 
was very limited supply of affordable units, 
it said.

a study by the HCMC real Estate asso-
ciation showed that high- and mid-priced 
units accounted for 70 per cent and 25 per 
cent of apartment supply last year.

The affordable segment accounted for 
only one per cent of the primary market at 
a mere 163 units.

le Hoang Chau, chairman of the associa-
tion, said an apartment project with initial 
listing of 30-33 million dong per square 
metre is now sold at 50-55 million dong.

it is simply raised to a higher grade and 
sold at higher prices, making it impossible 
for end users to afford it, he said.

a survey by the HCMC institute for De-
velopment Studies estimated the housing 
demand in the city in 2021-2025 at 45 mil-
lion square metres.

The limited supply of affordable apart-
ments and rapid increase in prices mean 
apartments are bought for speculative pur-
poses.

around 70 per cent of high- and mid-
priced apartments are left unoccupied as 
a result, the survey found. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Hin Pisei

B
loCKaDES and other 
movement restric-
tions imposed to 
stave off the spread of 

Covid-19 – further fuelled by 
the February 20 community 
outbreak – have brought the 
construction sector to a near 
standstill, according to indus-
try insiders.

ieng Sotheara, co-founder of 
arakawa Co ltd, which owns 
the arakawa residence con-
dominium development, told 
The post on april 28 that the 
project was behind schedule 
and that the number of work-
ers had been reduced from 
2,000 before the lockdown to 
about 100, all of whom stay 
onsite.

in addition to labour short-
ages brought on by the travel 
ban, he said the project also 
encounters obstacles in trans-
porting construction materials 
to supply the site.

“Construction on the arakawa 
project during this period has 
been minimal because there 
is not enough manpower and 
even if there were, we wouldn’t 
have enough construction ma-

terials,” Sotheara said.
However, he expects opera-

tions to return back to normal 
as soon as the government “is 
able to control the spread of 
Covid-19”.

Huy Vanna, secretary-gen-
eral of advisory firm Housing 
Development association of 
Cambodia, said the mere an-
nouncement of travel restric-
tions had led to a sharp drop in 
the construction sector, espe-
cially in phnom penh and Kan-
dal province’s Takmao town.

He cited a lack of labour and 
shortage of construction mate-
rials as the two main reasons 
for the stagnation of construc-
tion activities.

“Since construction is not a 
priority during the lockdown, 
the number of workers at each 
site has been nearly complete-
ly diminished. at the same 
time, the transportation of 
construction materials cannot 
be smooth,” he said, playing 
down the ongoing blockade 
measures as mere short-term 
set-backs.

However, he called on the 
people to remain vigilant and 
do their part in carrying out 
government measures so that 

the blockades could end soon.
Cambodia Constructors as-

sociation general manager and 
secretary Chiv Sivpheng point-
ed out that activity was more 
sluggish still at smaller projects 
that don’t have workers staying 
onsite or the storage space for 

spare construction materials.
He said, however, that the lull 

could end soon as the govern-
ment strives to boost econom-
ic activity and return travel to 
normal.

“i acknowledge that activity 
at the sites is really declining 

sharply, especially at smaller 
buildings that do not have the 
equipment,” he said, assert-
ing that the coronavirus vac-
cination campaign would get 
things back to normal soon.

The value of approved con-
struction projects in 2020 

was $7.753 billion, down 32 
per cent from $11.43 billion 
in 2019, according to a report 
from the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance.

However, Vanna expects con-
struction activity in 2021 to be 
lower than it was in 2020.

Condo prices in Bangkok
decrease slightly in Q1
THE price index of condomini-
ums for sale in Bangkok and its 
surroundings in the first quarter 
of 2021 decreased 0.8 per cent 
compared to the previous year, 
the government Housing Bank’s 
real Estate information Centre 
(rEiC) reported.

rEiC acting director-general 
Wichai Viratakaphan said: 
“although condominium prices 
are contracting slightly com-
pared to 2020, condos in Bang-
kok have seen their prices 
increase by 0.2 per cent when 
compared to the previous quar-
ter.

“This trend has driven devel-
opers to continue launching 
promotional campaigns until 
the end of the year to help sell 
condos in stock,” he said.

Wichai said ownership trans-
fer statistics of condominiums 
priced at three million baht 
($96,000) or lower nationwide 
has decreased by 1.5 per cent 
year-on-year, while the transfer 

statistics of differently priced 
condos went down by 8.5 per 
cent year-on-year.

“This is thanks to the govern-
ment’s economic stimulus 
measures to boost the real estate 
business by lowering property 
transfer fees and mortgage fees 
for cheaper condos,” he said.

The measure, which will expire 
at year-end, cuts property trans-
fer fees from two per cent to 0.01 
per cent and mortgage fees from 
1.0 per cent to 0.01 per cent for 
buying condominium units 
priced at three million baht or 
lower.

regarding promotional ben-
efits offered by condominium 
developers to prospective buy-
ers in the first quarter of 2021, 
46.1 per cent were free gifts (fur-
niture, electrical appliances), 
35.1 per cent featured cash dis-
counts and 18.9 per cent were 
fee waivers upon ownership 
transfer, the rEiC said. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The price index of condominiums for sale in Bangkok and its surroundings 
dipped by 0.8 per cent year-on-year in the first quarter of this year. 
THE BANGKOK SATHORN

The housing demand in Ho Chi Minh City in 2021-2025 is estimated at 45 million square metres. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Covid-19 saps
momentum of
construction

Workers at a construction site in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district on January 25. HEAN RANGSEY
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Fires rage on, bodies
pile up in india crisis
B

ODiES of Covid vic-
tims lay burning on 
april 27 in funeral 
pyres cramming New 

Delhi’s sidewalks and car parks 
amid an explosion of new 
cases, as foreign aid began 
arriving to surging hotspot 
india in efforts to keep the 
pandemic at bay.

While rising vaccinations in 
the US have allowed the coun-
try that was once the worst 
hit by coronavirus to relax its 
mask-wearing in some loca-
tions, india is suddenly in the 
overwhelming grip of the crisis.

Crates of ventilators and oth-
er oxygen devices from Brit-
ain were unloaded at a Delhi 
airport on april 27, the first 
emergency medical supplies 
to arrive in the country where 
infection and death rates are 
growing exponentially.

The US has also pledged to 
export millions of astraZeneca 
vaccine doses, while president 
Joe Biden hailed the “stun-
ning” progress his nation by 
contrast has made to get the 
pandemic under control.

The explosion in infections 
in india – 350,000 new cases 
were recorded there on april 
27 alone – has driven a surge 
in global cases to 147.7 mil-
lion and the virus has now 
killed more than 3.1 million 
people worldwide.

in New Delhi, aFp images 
showed smoke billowing from 

dozens of pyres lit in a car park 
that had been turned into a 
makeshift crematorium.

“people are just dying, dy-
ing and dying,” said Jitender 
Singh Shanty, who is coordi-
nating more than 100 crema-
tions per day at the site in the 
east of the city.

“if we get more bodies then 
we will cremate on the road. 
There is no more space here,” 
he said, adding: “We had nev-
er thought that we would see 
such horrible scenes.”

Despite india’s status as the 
“pharmacy of the world”, the 
biggest producer of generic 
drugs has been unable to meet 
the demand for antiviral med-
ication such as remdesivir.

Many doctors say the drug is 
not essential for the treatment 
of Covid-19, but hospitals have 
been prescribing it anyway.

“This government has failed 
us so much that those who 
can normally survive also 
die,” said one exhausted man, 
Vinod Kumar, as he waited in 
line for medication.

‘We’ll be there for them’ 
The US, France, Germa-

ny, Canada, the EU and the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) have all promised to 
rush supplies to india.

On april 26 Biden announced 
the US would send up to 60 
million doses of the astraZen-
eca Covid-19 vaccine abroad.

While Washington has not 
decided yet which countries 
will be the recipients, india ap-
pears to be a leading contender 
after Biden spoke with prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

“india was there for us, and 
we will be there for them,” 
Biden tweeted, referencing 
india’s support for the US 
when it was enduring the 
worst of its Covid crisis.

France also said it would 
send eight oxygen production 
units, oxygen containers and 
respirators to india.

and the EU said the first 
shipment of aid from the 
bloc’s member states to india 
would be delivered “over the 
coming days”.

The initial assistance in-
cluded 365 ventilators and 
700 oxygen concentrators – 
machines that purify the air 
supply by removing nitrogen 
– from ireland, 120 ventilators 
from Sweden, 58 ventilators 
from luxembourg, 80 oxygen 
concentrators from romania, 
and thousands of doses of 
remdesivir from Belgium and 
portugal.

at the same time, many coun-
tries are shutting their borders 
to travellers from india.

Belgium became the latest, 
also banning travel from Bra-
zil and South africa, similarly 
hit by fast-spreading corona-
virus variants.

Spain said it will impose a 

10-day quarantine on all trav-
ellers arriving from india be-
ginning on april 28.

australia has also cut all 
passenger air travel with in-
dia, suspending flights until at 
least May 15, leaving a host of 
high-profile cricketers stuck 
there after playing in the lucra-
tive indian premier league.

in Fiji, an outbreak of the 
indian variant has forced the 
capital into lockdown after 
the island nation had avoid-
ed infections for a year, with 
health officials saying they 
fear a “tsunami” of cases.

Germany hikes forecasts 
While there are still no signs 

of the pandemic abating 
globally, some western coun-
tries are tentatively starting 

to ease lockdowns that have 
strangled their economies for 
more than a year as their in-
oculation campaigns gather 
momentum.

“While we still have a long way 
to go in this fight … we’ve made 
stunning progress because of all 
of you, the american people,” 
Biden said on april 27.

“Cases and deaths are down – 
down dramatically from where 
they were when i took office.”

italy – the first European 
country to be hit by the pan-
demic early last year and 
still one of the worst affected 
– reopened its bars, restau-
rants, cinemas and concert 
halls on april 26.

italy’s lower chamber of 
parliament overwhelmingly 
approved the government’s 

€222.1 billion ($270 billion) 
EU-funded pandemic recovery 
plan just days before the dead-
line to submit it to Brussels.

Germany, Europe’s biggest 
economy, upgraded its 2021 
growth forecast to 3.5 per 
cent from 3.0 per cent previ-
ously as vaccinations finally 
begin to gather pace.

“This is the year when we 
will really see a trend rever-
sal,” said economy minister 
peter altmaier.

But in the sports and enter-
tainment sectors, the pandem-
ic continues to take its toll.

in Japan, officials and organ-
isers insist the Olympic Games 
will go ahead in three months’ 
time, despite a new virus state 
of emergency in Tokyo and 
several other regions. AFP

Global rights group accuses israel of ‘apartheid’
HUMaN rights Watch (HrW) 
on april 27 said israel is com-
mitting the crime of “apart-
heid” by seeking to maintain 
Jewish “domination” over pal-
estinians and its own arab 
population, an allegation 
fiercely denounced by israel.

israel, currently being investi-
gated by the international Crim-
inal Court (iCC) for alleged war 
crimes, blasted the accusations 
as “preposterous and false” and 
accused the New York-based 
group of having “a long-standing 
anti-israeli agenda”.

HrW said its finding that 
israel is “committing the crimes 
against humanity of apartheid 
and persecution” against pal-
estinians was based on robust 
sourcing including government 
planning materials and state-
ments by public officials.

The 213-page report finds 
that the israeli government is 
the “single authority” with pri-
mary control “over the area 
between the Jordan river and 
Mediterranean Sea”.

Within that territory, there is 
“an overarching israeli govern-
ment policy to maintain the 
domination by Jewish israelis 
over palestinians”, HrW said.

The group said its findings 
apply to israeli treatment of 

palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank, the blockaded 
Gaza Strip and annexed east 
Jerusalem as well as arab 
israelis – palestinians who 
stayed on their land following 
israel’s creation in 1948.

‘Threshold crossed’ 
HrW said that while apart-

heid was initially coined with 
respect to institutional perse-
cution of black people in South 
africa, it was now a univer-
sally recognised legal term.

an apartheid system is 
defined by “an effort to main-

tain domination by one racial 
group over another, a context 
of systematic oppression by the 
dominant group over the mar-
ginalised group [and] inhuman 
acts”, the group said.

Omar Shakir, israel and pales-
tine director at Human rights 
Watch, told aFp there have been 
warnings for years that “apart-
heid is around the corner”.

“i think it’s quite clear that that 
threshold has been crossed,” 
Shakir said from Jordan.

a US citizen, Shakir was the 
first foreign national deported 
by israel for allegedly support-

ing an international boycott 
movement that seeks to isolate 
israel, an allegation he denies.

‘Propaganda pamphlet’ 
israel’s foreign ministry told 

aFp the HrW report amount-
ed to a “propaganda pam-
phlet” from an organisation 
that has been “actively seeking 
for years to promote boycotts 
against israel”.

israel has occupied the West 
Bank since the 1967, the same 
year it annexed east Jerusalem.

Since then, more than half a 
million Jewish settlers – both 
ideologically and economically 
motivated – have moved into or 
grown up in these areas.

palestinians in east Jerusalem 
and across much of the West 
Bank are regularly denied build-
ing permits, while Jewish home 
construction has steadily grown.

HrW executive director Ken 
roth said: “While much of the 
world treats israel’s half-centu-
ry occupation as a temporary 
situation that a decades-long 
‘peace process’ will soon cure, 
the oppression of palestinians 
there has reached a threshold 
and a permanence that meets 
the definitions of the crimes of 
apartheid and persecution.”

HrW called on nations to 

stop viewing the occupation as 
an issue that can be resolved 
through a peace deal, and to 
foster accountability by recon-
sidering their israel ties, includ-
ing military cooperation.

Sanctions call 
The group also called on the 

West Bank-based palestinian 
authority to cease some forms 
of security cooperation with 
israel to avoid being “com-
plicit” with apartheid.

palestinian officials wel-
comed the HrW findings.

“The report exposes the 
nature of israel’s colonial occu-
pation as an entrenched regime 
of Jewish supremacy and dom-
ination over the palestinian 
people,” the palestinian foreign 
ministry said, according to the 
official Wafa agency.

Hamas, considered a terror-
ist group by most Western 
states and also being probed 
by the iCC, welcomed the 
HrW report as proof of the 
“credibility of the palestinian 
narrative which exposes the 
crimes against humanity com-
mitted by the israeli occupa-
tion against palestinians”.

The report emphasises the 
“necessity for a serious and 
practical international action 

to punish and hold the israeli 
occupation accountable for its 
crimes and for the interna-
tional community to assume 
its duty towards such atroci-
ties”, the militant group said in 
a statement.

israel has said it will not 
cooperate with the iCC inves-
tigation, which is expected to 
focus on war crimes allegedly 
committed by both sides dur-
ing its 2014 war with Hamas.

But HrW said the iCC should 
conduct additional investiga-
tions into those “credibly impli-
cated” in committing the crimes 
of apartheid and persecution.

it called on nations to 
“impose individual sanctions, 
including travel bans and asset 
freezes, on officials responsible 
for committing these crimes”.

While HrW is the first major 
international organisation to 
level the controversial apart-
heid charge against israel, it is 
following a move made this 
year by israeli civil society 
group B’Tselem.

The settler watchdog 
charged that the “israeli regime 
implements laws, practices 
and state violence designed to 
cement the supremacy of one 
group – Jews – over another – 
palestinians”. AFP

The explosion in infections in India – 350,000 new cases were recorded there on Tuesday alone – has driven a 
surge in global cases. AFP

Human Rights Watch (HRW) says Israel has ‘an overarching policy to 
maintain the domination by Jewish Israelis over Palestinians’. AFP
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T
he UN and NGOs on 
april 27 said a record 
29 million people 
need humanitarian 

assistance in the Sahel, noting 
“unparalleled” insecurity and 
hunger across six countries in 
the war-torn african region.

in Burkina Faso, northern 
Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Niger 
and north-eastern Nigeria, 
five million more people than 
last year are in need of aid, ac-
cording to a statement.

Much of the semi-arid Sahel 
– a vast region that stretches 
along the southern rim of the 
Sahara from the atlantic to the 
red Sea – has been plagued by 
violence for years.

islamist militants launched 
a brutal insurgency in north-
ern Mali in 2012, for example, 
overtaking a rebellion by eth-
nic Tuareg separatists.

France intervened to beat 
back the jihadists, but they 
scattered and regrouped, 
taking their campaign into 
central Mali in 2015 and then 
into neighbouring Niger and 
Burkina Faso.

Chad and the Sahel regions 
in the north of Cameroon and 
Nigeria are also gripped by 
conflicts with islamist fighters.

a record 29 million people 
across the region need hu-
manitarian assistance, the UN 
said in a statement, which was 
also signed by NGOs Norwe-
gian refugee Council and plan 
international.

Some 5.3 million people 

have been displaced by Sahel-
wide insecurity, it added, not-
ing that thousands of schools 
had closed and 1.6 million 
children are projected to suf-
fer from severe acute malnu-
trition.

“We´ve seen hunger jump 
by almost a third in West af-
rica – to the highest levels in 
the best part of a decade,” the 
statement quoted Chris Nikoi, 

a regional director of UN’s 
World Food programme, as 
saying.

he added that soaring food 
prices linked to the violence is 
driving hunger and malnutri-
tion.

Calling the crisis “unparalleled”, 
the statement urged more 
funding to address the hu-
manitarian situation.

“Behind the numbers and 

data, there are stories of hu-
man suffering,” the statement 
quoted Julie Belanger, a re-
gional director the UN Office 
for the Coordination of hu-
manitarian affairs, as saying.

“Without sufficient resourc-
es, the crisis will further esca-
late, eroding communities´ 
resilience and putting millions 
more children, women and 
men at risk,” she added. AFP

US Navy fires warning
shots in new tense
encounter with iran

Moon: Time to talk with N KoreaUS orders drawdown at Kabul embassy

a US Navy vessel fired warning 
shots toward three iranian mil-
itary speed boats in the Gulf this 
week to warn them after they 
sped close to the ship, the Navy 
said on april 27.

The three fast inshore attack 
craft operated by the iranian 
islamic revolutionary Guard 
Corps Navy came within 62m of 
the USS Firebolt and the US 
Coast Guard vessel Baranoff on 
april 26 in international waters 
in the northern part of the Gulf, 
the Navy said.

“The US crews issued multi-
ple warnings via bridge-to-
bridge radio and loud-hailer 
devices,” a statement from the 
US Fifth Fleet said.

as the iranian boats contin-
ued to move closer, “the crew of 
Firebolt then fired warning 
shots, and the irGCN vessels 
moved away to a safe distance 
from the US vessels”, it said.

The US side said the iranian 
actions “increased the risk of 
miscalculation and/or collision,” 

and warned that the US ship 
commanders “retain the inher-
ent right to act in self-defence”.

On april 2 four revolutionary 
Guard vessels, three fast attack 
craft and on large harth 55 cat-
amaran, similarly came close to 
two US Coast Guard patrol 
ships, crossing their bows while 
ignoring warnings, the Fifth 
Fleet said earlier on april 27.

US Navy footage showed the 
harth 55 cutting in front of a US 
vessel, which abruptly steered 
off course to avoid collision.

The confrontations came 
amid talks in Vienna between 
iran and major powers on the 
mechanics of a US return to a 
landmark 2015 nuclear deal 
abandoned three years later 
by then-president Donald 
Trump.

in offering to rejoin the agree-
ment in February, US president 
Joe Biden stressed the need to 
reduce “iran’s destabilising 
activities across the Middle 
east”. AFP

SOUTh Korean president Moon 
Jae-in on april 27 reaffirmed his 
will to restore the collapsed diplo-
macy with pyongyang in marking 
the third anniversary of his his-
toric summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-un.

“The panmunjeom Declara-
tion is a milestone for peace that 
no one can undermine,” he said 
during a weekly Cabinet meeting, 
referring to the landmark deal 
that was signed by the two leaders 
on april 27, 2018. “The path for 
peace, promised in the declara-
tion, should not be reversed 
under any circumstances.”

The inter-Korean summit was 
a first of its kind in 11 years. The 
leaders signed the deal at the 
truce border village of pan-
munjeom, pledging their com-
mitments to the “complete denu-
clearisation” of the Korean 
peninsula, along with concrete 
steps to stop hostile activities 
against each other. They met two 
more times that year.

Taking advantage of the 
momentum, Moon also medi-
ated the first-ever meeting 
between Kim and former US 
president Donald Trump in Sin-
gapore in June 2018.

The peaceful mood, however, 
didn’t last long after the two failed 
to reach an agreement in the sec-
ond summit in hanoi 2019, chill-
ing the inter-Korean relations as 
well.

Since then, the North has not 
responded to the South’s diplo-
matic overtures, escalating ten-
sions with multiple missile tests. 

But Moon stressed that the secu-
rity on the peninsula has been 
well managed compared to any 
other time.

“The current peace is incom-
plete,” he said. “We should move 
toward a permanent peace on the 
foundation of the panmunjeom 
Declaration.”

The president, who is heading 
to Washington next month to 
hold a summit with US president 
Joe Biden, noted that the upcom-
ing meeting could serve as a turn-
ing point in the stalled denuclear-
isation talks.

With the new US security team 
wrapping up their months-long 
policy review on North Korea, the 
two leaders had earlier agreed to 

set out a joint strategy in dealing 
with a more defiant North 
Korea.

“Our government is seeking 
ways to advance the Korean 
peninsula peace process based 
on the strong partnership with 
the Biden administration. We 
hope [the summit] could pave 
the way for the talks between the 
two Koreas and the US and North 
Korea,” he added.

Moon is nearing his final year 
in office. On May 10, the fourth 
anniversary of his presidency, he 
is expected to deliver new mes-
sages to North Korea and the US, 
possibly urging both sides to sit 
down together for dialogue. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The US on april 27 ordered non-essential staff 
to leave its Kabul embassy, citing increased 
threats as Washington prepares to end its 20-year 
war in afghanistan.

The order came two weeks after president Joe 
Biden announced that US troops, currently 
around 2,500, would leave the country by Sep-
tember.

Meanwhile, Zalmay Khalilzad, Washington’s 
special envoy to afghanistan, warned in a Senate 
hearing that US aid could be slashed if a Taliban-
dominated government did not respect human 
rights.

The State Department said in a travel advisory 
that it had “ordered the departure from US 
embassy Kabul of US government employees 
whose functions can be performed elsewhere”.

ross Wilson, the acting US ambassador in 
Kabul, said that the State Department took the 
decision “in light of increasing violence and threat 
reports in Kabul”.

he said the order affected an unspecified “rela-
tively small number” of employees and that the 
embassy would remain operating.

“personnel who are urgently needed to address 
issues related to the drawdown of US forces and 
the vital work we are doing in support of the 
afghan people will be able to remain in place,” 

Wilson wrote on Twitter.
earlier this month Biden said he would with-

draw all troops from afghanistan by September 
11, the 20th anniversary of the attacks that led the 
US to invade and topple the Taliban regime which 
had welcomed al-Qaeda.

Biden concluded that US forces had achieved 
their objectives and could do little more, but US 
officials have made no secret of their fears that 
violence will intensify as the Taliban perceives 
that they achieved victory.

The State Department advisory, which also 
renewed warnings for US citizens not to visit, said 
that “terrorist and insurgent groups continue plan-
ning and executing attacks in afghanistan.”

The Biden administration will maintain limited 
forces in Kabul to guard the sprawling embassy.

in a Senate Foreign relations Committee hear-
ing, Khalilzad, who has overseen negotiations with 
the Taliban rebels over the past several years, said 
the US could leverage its hundreds of millions of 
dollars in aid to the country to pressure them to 
respect human rights, especially for women.

“The Talib say they are interested in not being 
a pariah,” he told the panel.

“We have said that if they do want US assist-
ance, if they want international acceptance, they 
want to end their pariah status … those things 
will be all affected by how they treat their own 
citizens – first and foremost, women of afghani-
stan, children and minorities.”

“i have personally made it very clear that the 
issue of human rights, particularly women´s 
rights, is second to terrorism in terms of the hier-
archy of US policy importance,” he said.

he added that if the Taliban seize power mili-
tarily from the government in Kabul, they will 
have little international support.

“They will face isolation, regional opposition, 
sanctions and international opprobrium,” he 
said.

“There is remarkable consensus within the 
region and the international community against 
a military takeover by the Taliban.” AFP

Some 29M in Sahel need
humanitarian aid, UN says

Five million more people than last year are in need of aid in the Sahel, the UN and NGOs say. AFP

An Iranian navy ship conducts an unsafe and unprofessional action by 
crossing the bow of a US Coast Guard patrol boat in the Gulf on April 2. 
US NAVY/AFP

President Moon Jae-in speaks at a weekly Cabinet meeting at the 
presidential office Cheong Wa Dae on Tuesday. CHEONG WA DAE/THE KOREA 
HERALD

US Marines place a chain at the entrance of the US 
embassy in Kabul shortly after the fall of the Taliban 
in December 2001. AFP
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M
YaNMar’S junta 
on april 27 said 
it would heed 
regional pleas to 

stop violence only when the 
country “returns to stability”, 
as fresh fighting erupted with 
a major ethnic rebel group 
along its eastern border.

The nation has been in tur-
moil since the military ousted 
civilian leader aung San Suu 
Kyi in a February 1 coup, trig-
gering a protest movement 
that security forces have met 
with deadly crackdowns.

The violence – in which 
more than 750 people have 
been killed by security forces, 
according to a local monitor-
ing group – has raised alarm 
among regional neighbours.

Junta leader Min aung 
Hlaing attended a weekend 
meeting on the crisis with 
the leaders of the 10-country 
aSEaN – his first overseas trip 
since he seized power.

The leaders issued a “five-
point consensus” statement 
that called for the “immedi-
ate cessation of violence” 
and a visit to Myanmar by a 
regional special envoy.

On april 27, Myanmar’s 
State administrative Coun-
cil – as the junta dubs itself 
– said it would consider the 
“constructive suggestions 
made by aSEaN leaders when 
the situation returns to stabil-
ity in the country”.

The statement also said 
its neighbours’ suggestions 
would be “positively consid-
ered if it [aSEaN] would facil-
itate the implementation” of 
the junta’s five-step roadmap.

Junta spokesman Zaw Min 
Tun told aFp the regime was 
“satisfied” with the trip, saying it 
had been able to explain the “real 
situation” to aSEaN leaders.

But aSEaN is not known for 

its diplomatic clout and ob-
servers have questioned how 
effectively it can influence 
events in the country.

The former US ambassador to 
Myanmar, Scot Marciel, warned 
that the military’s response to 
the Jakarta summit showed 
signs of backsliding already.

“aSEaN cannot dither here, 
as the junta moves to walk 
back even the limited agree-
ment reached Saturday [april 
24],” Marciel said in a tweet.

“There should be urgent 
follow-up, and costs imposed 
on the junta for delay.”

Cities, rural areas, remote 
mountainous regions and 
even the rebel-ruled territo-
ries along Myanmar’s bor-
ders have erupted in dissent, 
protesting near-daily for the 
military to step down.

One of the most prominent 
rebel groups, the Karen Na-
tional Union (KNU), has ad-

mitted sheltering at least 2,000 
anti-coup dissidents who fled 
urban centres of unrest.

in the early hours of april 27, 
soldiers from the KNU’s Fifth 
Brigade attacked and razed a 
military base in eastern Karen 
state near the Salween river – 
which demarcates part of the 
border shared with Thailand.

The attack was confirmed 
by both the KNU and junta 
spokesman Zaw Min Tun, 
who vowed to “take action”.

By around noon, the mili-
tary retaliated by launching air 
strikes north of the base, ac-
cording to Sithichai Jindaluang, 
the Thai governor of bordering 
Mae Hong Son province.

“Thailand does not support 
either side but concentrates 
on ensuring the safety of Thai 
nationals,” he said. His prov-
ince has also devised a “refu-
gees management plan”.

Sithichai added that a state-

less woman who lives in Mae 
Sam laep was shot in the leg, 
caught in the crossfire. She 
was treated at hospital and in 
a stable condition, he said.

last month, after the KNU 
overran a military base in 
the same region, the junta 
responded with multiple air 
strikes at night.

Since then, fighting be-
tween the two sides has dis-
placed some 24,000 civilians, 
including more than 2,000 
who crossed the river to seek 
refuge in Thailand before they 
were pushed back by border 
authorities.

Villagers on the Thai side of 
the border had already fled 
their homes, said Hkara, an 
ethnic Karen longtime resi-
dent, adding that she heard 
explosions and gunfire from 
inside Myanmar around 5am.

“Nobody dares to stay,” she 
said. AFP

a STrONG underwater wave might 
have been what caused an indone-
sian submarine to descend quickly 
and sink to a depth of 850m in the 
north of Bali last week, killing all 53 
crew members on board.

Two senior naval officers said the 
movement of a strong internal wave 
in the spot where the submarine 
was reported missing was on the 
image report of Japanese weather 
satellite Himawari-8 as well as a Eu-
ropean one.

internal waves, or underwater 
waves, are hidden entirely within 
the ocean. The difference between 
an underwater wave and the water 
around it is their densities because 
of different temperatures or salinity.

“if we are hit by an internal wave 
[coming from above], that would be 
nature we are up against. We would 
be dragged by the waves, sending us 
to a quick descent. No one can fight 
nature,” rear-admiral iwan isnur-
wanto, a former submariner, told a 
media briefing in Jakarta on april 27.

The commander of the Navy Staff 
and Command School explained 
that there is a seawater density dif-
ference between the lombok Strait 
and the much deeper waters in the 
north of Bali, where the Kri Nang-
gala-402 submarine was found.

On april 21, the day of the accident, 
there was a massive movement due 
to density difference – from high to 
low – that spawned an enormous 
internal wave coming from lom-
bok Strait, between 200m and 400m 
deep, to waters in the north of Bali, 
where the depth is generally more 
than 1,000m.

rear-admiral iwan, citing the sat-
ellite image report, said: “We are 
talking about two million to four 

million cubic metres of water hit-
ting you. Could anyone overcome 
that? The Nanggala submarine de-
scended 13m and could have been 
caught in the internal wave.”

rear-admiral Muhammad ali, 
the planning and budget assistant 
to indonesia’s navy chief, said such 
weather phenomenon will be taken 
into account in future operations 
and the navy will encourage further 
research into it.

“an investigation is still ongoing. 
it would take a while. We will invite 
submarine experts, not only from 
within, but perhaps also from over-
seas. We have international subma-
riners’ conferences. The asia-pacific 
submarine conference is held every 
two years and has been attended by 
all submariners worldwide,” he said 
at the media briefing.

indonesian navy spokesman Ju-
lius Widjojono had earlier said con-
tact with the submarine had likely 
been lost at 600m to 700m underwa-
ter, while by design, the vessel could 
withstand a depth of up to 500m.

The 44-year-old submarine was 
due to carry out a torpedo drill after it 
asked for permission to dive early on 
april 21, but contact was then lost.

The navy also said earlier that a 
possible power blackout during the 
static dive may have caused the sub-
marine to lose control and made it 
unable to perform emergency pro-
cedures. The navy has not ruled out 
this possibility.

Singapore’s MV Swift rescue vessel 
on april 27 helped in salvage efforts, 
rear-admiral ali said. Torpedo mis-
siles the submarine was carrying, 
each weighing about two tonnes, 
were also located.

“Efforts now are focused on re-

trieving smaller items, as the 
remotely-operated underwater 
vehicle deployed is capable of lift-
ing materials up to 150kg. arrange-
ments to lift heavier items are being 
made,” he added.

Meanwhile, the families of those 
who died in the incident have called 
for the authorities to retrieve their 
bodies from the sea.

“We understand it may take time,” 
Wahyudi, 52, the father of 22-year 
old torpedo shooter pandu Yudha 
Kusuma, told The Straits Times in 
Banyuwangi.

“Families – wives, children and 
parents – want to be given a chance 
to take care of them for the last 
time.”

Wahyudi, an army officer, said 
while he grieved, he was also proud 
of his son, a Banyuwangi native.

“This is the last show of pride to 
his parents – passing away while 
performing a state duty and be-
coming a hero,” he said, noting that 
pandu had understood well the risk 
of being a submariner.

president Joko “Jokowi” Widodo is 
set to present compensation to the 
families of the submarine crewmen 
at Surabaya’s Juanda naval air base 
on april 29. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine journalist Maria Ressa’s reporting has made her a target of 
her country’s judiciary and online hate campaigns. AFP

People throw flowers and petals with names of the sunken KRI Nanggala-402  
submarine crew members from a boat in Bali, Indonesia on Monday. ANTARA FOTO

philippine journalist
Maria ressa claims
UNESCO press prize
THE UN’S cultural agency on 
april 27 awarded its annual 
press freedom prize to philip-
pine journalist Maria ressa 
whose reporting has made her a 
target of her country’s judiciary 
and online hate campaigns.

ressa, a former asia lead in-
vestigative reporter for US net-
work CNN and head of domes-
tic network aBS-CBN News, 
now manages the news website 
rappler whose reporting has 
attracted the wrath of philip-
pine leader rodrigo Duterte.

She has been involved in 
many international initiatives 
to promote press freedom, 
and arrested several times 
“for alleged crimes related 
to the exercise of her profes-
sion”, UNESCO said.

She has also been subject to 
a sustained campaign of gen-
dered online abuse, threats, 
and harassment, the agency 
said in a statement.

at one point she received 
an average of over 90 hateful 
messages an hour on Face-
book, it said.

“Maria ressa’s unerring 
fight for freedom of expres-
sion is an example for many 
journalists around the world,” 
jury chair Marilu Mastrogio-
vanni said in the statement.

“Her case is emblematic of 
global trends that represent a 
real threat to press freedom, 
and therefore to democracy,” 
Mastrogiovanni said.

ressa, who is 57, was in 
court last month to deny 
charges of dodging taxes 
as authorities continued a 
crackdown against the coun-
try’s independent media.

rappler was three years ago 
branded a “fake news outlet” 
by Duterte and ressa has since 
been the subject of at least 11 in-
vestigations into her business.

She said the legal cases are 
payback for her criticism of 
the president’s policies includ-
ing his war on drugs that has 
killed thousands of people.

She became Time magazine 
person of the Year in 2018.

last year ressa was convicted 
of cyber libel by a Manila court 
but is free on bail pending an 
appeal in a case that could see 
her handed six years in jail.

Other cases against her are 
pending.

Duterte has faced interna-
tional calls to drop all charges 
against the veteran reporter, 
with rights groups saying they 
amount to state harassment. 
But the pleas have fallen on 
deaf ears. AFP

Protesters make the three-finger salute of resistance during a demonstration against the junta in 
Mandalay. FACEBOOK/AFP

army to stop attacks after
Myanmar stability returns

indonesia: Strong underwater wave likely sunk sub



T
HE global energy transition 
has crossed many milestones 
over the past decade, sur-
passing most expectations. 

Thanks to technological innovation, 
entrepreneurship and risk-taking by 
policymakers and businesses, the 
installed capacity grew sevenfold for 
solar PV, and threefold for onshore 
wind since 2010. 

Once considered a pipedream, the 
share of renewable energy in the 
electricity mix is higher than fossil 
fuels in some countries. The last dec-
ade has also seen the number of peo-
ple without access to modern forms 
of energy significantly decline. 

But, there is still a long way to go. 
As of 2019, 81 per cent of the world 
primary energy supply was still based 
on fossil fuels. And while the share of 
coal in the electricity mix has been 
steadily declining, the volume of 
electricity produced from coal has 
increased in absolute terms – prima-
rily in regions with rising energy 
demand.   

Analysis from a decade of bench-
marking data from the World Econom-
ic Forum’s Energy Transition Index 
2021 indicates that only 10 per cent of 
the 115 countries analysed maintained 
a steady upward trajectory toward 
energy transition. While most coun-
tries progressed in some way, consist-
ent progress was a challenge. 

As we move into the decade of 
delivery and action, when pledges 
and commitments are expected to 
materialise into actions, maintaining 
consistency of progress is of para-
mount importance for timely and 
effective energy transition. Along 
with speed and direction, the focus 
must also be on the resilience of 
energy transition, which makes the 
progress irreversible, and enables the 
process to bounce back in the event 
of disruptions. 

As global energy transition advanc-
es, the landscape of risks to the transi-
tion is rapidly evolving. Accelerated 
incremental progress will depend not 
only on continued advancements of 
technology, but also on addressing the 
socio-economic and geopolitical ram-
ifications of the energy transition. 

In this regard, the ongoing recovery 
efforts from Covid-19 pandemic offer 
five crucial takeaways also revealing 
some blind spots that can potentially 
undermine the hard-earned progress. 

First, energy remains strongly cou-
pled with economic growth. 

Addressing this trade-off is at the 
heart of the energy transition. Recov-
ery efforts to mitigate the economic 
damage from Covid-19 were expected 
to be a significant green catalyst. Yet 
despite the historic emissions reduc-
tions caused by lockdowns, emissions 
in many countries rebounded to pre-
pandemic levels quickly. 

Moreover, as trillions of dollars are 
being pledged and effectively chan-
neled to sectors relevant to energy 
transition, a majority of those have 
been allocated to carbon intensive 
sectors in most countries, potentially 
locking in emissions for years. Invest-
ment in green, future-ready infra-
structure can be a strong vehicle to 
drive further economic growth and 
generate employment. 

Second, not all economic recover-
ies will support the energy transi-
tion equally. 

As the global economy limps back 
to normalcy, forecasts suggest that 
emerging and developing economies 
are on track for slower recovery, with 
many not expected to return to pre-
pandemic gross domestic product 
levels until 2023, according to the 
International Monetary Fund. The 
prospect of divergent economic 
recovery, and resulting fiscal chal-
lenges, will limit their ability to sup-
port investments into energy transi-
tion. In the short term, ramping up 
vaccine production and distribution, 
and ensuring equitable distribution 
is important to ensure emerging and 
developing economies are quickly 
able to bounce back. 

Third, we must ensure protections 
for those most vulnerable. 

The pandemic highlighted the dev-
astating effects of income inequality, 
both in terms of increased risk of 

contagion, and economic costs from 
loss of income and employment. The 
impact of energy transition will be 
similarly disproportionate to vulner-
able sections of the society – for 
example, from labor market disloca-
tions across the conventional energy 
source value chain and from afforda-
bility challenges resulting from subsi-
dy reforms or carbon taxes. 

Addressing distributional consider-
ations by prioritising “just transition” 
pathways, with inclusive approach to 
evaluate energy policy and invest-
ment decisions, is critical for inclu-
siveness of the energy transition. 

Fourth, challenges in international 
collaboration remain. 

The Covid-19 pandemic exposed 
the limitations of international coop-

eration to mitigate and address the 
global health emergency quickly. Cli-
mate change, the primary driver of 
energy transition, is already creating 
food and water shortages across 
many parts of the world and is 
expected to spark an unprecedented 
wave of migration in near future, in 
addition to the trade and competi-
tiveness implications of carbon taxes. 

This is likely to test the strength 
and efficacy of international collabo-
ration even more, necessitating 
development of robust cooperation 
mechanisms across all stakeholder 
groups to addressed this globally 
shared challenge. 

Fifth, we must get all citizens on board. 
Uneven public compliance to miti-

gation measures and vaccine hesi-
tancy has highlighted the challenges 
in mobilising public support to 
address a rapidly escalating emer-

gency. Research suggests that people 
underestimate the effects of dangers 
that have exponential growth, long-
term horizons or might be unfolding 
in faraway places. At the same time, 
inconsistent communication and 
administrative miscalculations can 
lead to loss of trust and give rise to 
misinformation. 

Given the ubiquitous presence of 
energy across the fabric of modern 
economy and society, energy transi-
tion has systemic implications and 
requires active participation from 
individuals. With timelines extending 
to decades into the future, the per-
ceived inadequacy of individual 
action for a collective problem, or 
extreme weather events happening in 
distant parts of the world might not 

convey the scale and need for speed 
for energy transition to the individu-
als. This highlights the urgency of 
enhancing literacy on energy transi-
tion to ensure active participation 
from all sections of society. 

As the largest energy consumer in 
Southeast Asia, and a source of rising 
demand, Indonesia is the key to 
effective energy transition in the 
region. The country ranks 71st out of 
115 countries on the Energy Transi-
tion Index 2021, and has improved its 
ETI score by six per cent since 2012, 
with biggest improvement in transi-
tion readiness (10 per cent). 

The energy system is critical for 
economic growth in Indonesia, both 
as a source of export revenue, a sig-
nificant source of employment, and a 
source of competitiveness. The com-
plexity of the energy transition poses 
trade-offs to emerging economies, as 
is evident by the increasing share of 
coal in power generation in Asia-Pa-
cific region. 

Indonesia has made strong 
progress in energy access and securi-
ty in the last decade both in terms of 
access and reliability. 

The country can target accelerated 
progress on energy transition by tak-
ing bold measures for environmental 
sustainability of energy system, espe-
cially by reducing the carbon intensity 
of energy supply which has increased 
substantially over the past decade. 

A robust enabling environment for 
energy transition, characterised by 
increased political commitment for 
energy transition, and mechanisms 
to attract capital and investment, 
and just transition pathways to 
ensure equitable distribution of 
costs and benefits from energy tran-
sition, are critical for accelerated 
progress in Indonesia.  THE JAKARTA 
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Opinion
Harsh Vijay Singh and Pedro Gomez

Indonesia, key for energy 
transition in the region

Analysis from a decade of benchmarking data from the World Economic Forum’s Energy Transition Index 2021 indicates that only 10 per 
cent of the 115 countries analysed maintained a steady upward trajectory toward energy transition. AfP

Harsh Vijay Singh is project lead, Platform for 
Shaping the Future of Energy, Materials, and 
Infrastructure; Pedro Gomez is head of oil and 
gas industry at World Economic Forum

As the largest energy consumer 
in Southeast Asia . . . Indonesia 
is the key to effective energy 

transition in the region
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WHEN cheerleader Brandi levy 
didn’t make her high school’s elite 
squad, the 14-year-old took to Snap-
chat with a photo of her middle finger 
– a moment of frustration that she 
never dreamed would take her to the 
US Supreme Court.

On Wednesday the top court in the 
country will review her school’s decision 
to take her pom poms away for a year.

The case may appear frivolous, but 
it touches on some key issues in the 
United States such as freedom of 
expression for young americans, and 
the right to fight back against online 
harassment. 

levy’s case means the nine US 
Supreme Court justices will have to 
decide if public schools have the right 
to punish students for comments 

made outside their establishment.
levy had posted her message on a 

Saturday in 2017, away from her high 
school in Mahanoy City, pennsylvania. 

“i tried out for the varsity team for 
cheerleading and i didn’t make it, so 
i was pretty upset,” she told the 
aClU, the powerful civil rights asso-
ciation which represents her in 
court. 

armed with her cell phone, she 
took a picture of herself and a friend 
with her middle finger in the air and 
added a series of expletives against 
school, cheerleading, softball, and 
“everything.”

But her message reached her 
coaches, who banned her from the 
field of competition for a year. 

Her parents took her to court under 

the First amendment of the US Con-
stitution, which guarantees freedom 
of speech, and won – and again on 
appeal.

local school officials asked the 
Supreme Court to intervene, citing a 
1969 ruling that allowed students to 
wear black armbands in opposition 
to the Vietnam War, but specified that 
speech that disrupted school opera-
tions could be punished. 

Schools “retain authority to regu-
late conduct that happens outside 
their property lines but creates sub-
stantial effects inside,” Mahanoy 
officials argued in their submission, 
pointing out that mobile phones and 
distance learning during the pan-
demic had made that boundary  
artificial. AFP

Cheerleader’s middle finger to be debated at US top Court

Sex sells: China 
farm region now 
becomes unlikely 
‘lingerie capital’

a
MEriCaNS like their linge-
rie to be risque, Europeans 
prefer it more classy, and 
Chinese remain a bit shy but 

are opening up. But the biggest order 
of all came from North Korea.

So goes the street-corner discus-
sion in Guanyun, a sleepy coastal 
county that for generations followed 
the rhythms of wheat and rice culti-
vation, but today concerns itself with 
global preferences on sensual wear.

The flat farming region between 
Beijing and Shanghai is China’s self-
proclaimed “lingerie Capital”, where 
sewing machines hum in village-
level micro-factories to meet up to 70 
per cent of the fast-growing domestic 
demand.

Millions more items are exported 
annually in a textbook example of the 
ability of internet-enabled Chinese 
entrepreneurs to profit from even the 
most off-the-wall idea.

The man widely credited with 
lighting the spark is lei Congrui, a 
lanky 30-year-old with a ponytail 

and cap who would look at home on 
a skateboard. it all happened almost 
by accident.

as a teenager, lei began making 
extra cash by hawking various con-
sumer goods on China’s rapidly grow-
ing e-commerce sites 15 years ago.

“Customers kept asking if we have 
any lingerie. i had never heard of it 
before, but i just said ‘yes’ and then 
looked up what it was,” he said.

lei “figured out a way” and now 
employs more than 100 workers who 
push lacy black and red panties and 
bustiers through stitching machines. 
His brands such as “Midnight Charm” 
pull in more than $1.5 million in 
annual revenue, he said.

‘Attitudes are catching up’
The success of early movers like lei 

inspired an industrial revolution.
Guanyun’s government says there 

are now more than 500 factories 
employing tens of thousands and 
churning out more than $300 million 
worth of lingerie annually.

loosening Chinese sexual attitudes 
made it all possible.

Communism left a prevailing lega-
cy of modesty. pornography is banned 
and authorities launch periodic 
crackdowns on anything deemed 
“vulgar”.

But prolonged exposure to more open 
foreign attitudes is liberating a younger 
generation, especially women.

Market consultancy iiMedia said 
Chinese online sales of sex-related 
products grew 50 per cent in 2019 to 
$7 billion. it predicted a further 35 
per cent growth in 2020 despite pan-
demic disruptions.

“Youth attitudes are catching up 
and bringing sensuality into the 
home. (lingerie) is becoming popu-
lar,” said li Yue, a local lingerie fac-
tory worker.

When lei first started, most buyers 
were over 30 and many had lived 
abroad or had some other exposure 
to foreign ways.

But by around 2013, volumes 
soared as younger Chinese consum-
ers began discovering their sensual-
ity, lei said. Most buyers are now 
between 22 and 25.

initially, loose-fitting, not-too-re-
vealing designs were favoured in 
China. Today, semi-transparent, 

“body-hugging” numbers dominate.

‘Everyone loves lingerie’
Guanyun’s industrial reinvention 

didn’t happen overnight. Early pio-
neers found it hard to hire squeamish 
local staff.

“When they first came in contact 
with these things, they didn’t quite 
understand,” said Chang Kailin, 58, 
who runs a factory and is lei’s 
uncle.

“But after the industry got bigger 
and stronger, people could make 
money and shake off poverty.”

“Now everyone loves it.”
lei exports 90 per cent of his out-

put, mostly to the US and Europe. 
Significant volumes also go to 

South america, where sales indicate 
role-playing costumes rule the bed-
room. 

Middle Eastern buyers – favouring 
longer, more modest items – are also 
surprisingly active, as are africans, 
who like a splash of colour. Southeast 
asia is growing fast as well.

But lei’s biggest single order, worth 
$1 million, came from a mysterious 
North Korean buyer in 2012. The cus-
tomer abruptly backed out without 
explanation and the merchandise 
was sold elsewhere. 

‘Ready to play again’
lingerie has transformed Guanyun, 

with factories sprouting up next to 
wheat fields, and newfound wealth 
displayed in new homes and cars.

previously, many of the county’s 
roughly one million inhabitants left 
for the hard life of a migrant worker 
in far-off factories. No more, said li, 
the garment worker.

“Working away from home, you get 
homesick,” said the mother of two.

“These companies allow us to come 
home to work. it’s not easy out 
there.”

Guanyun is feeding its golden goose. 
it has broken ground on a $500 mil-

lion, 1,700-acre (690-hectare) linge-
rie-themed industrial zone that will 
“integrate r&D and design, fabric 
accessories, e-commerce operations, 
warehousing and logistics”.

pandemic lockdowns last year hit 
output. it has since roared back, but 
demand remains tepid in overseas 
markets still struggling with the 
coronavirus while home-bound 
consumers are concentrating 
spending on basic household neces-
sities, said lei.

“after these problems are solved,” 
he says with a smile, “they will be 
ready to play again.” AFP

Chang Kailin poses at his lingerie factory in Guanyun county, some 50km from Lianyungang in China’s northeastern Jiangsu 
province. AFP 

Workers at a lingerie factory in Guanyun, a sleepy coastal county that concerns itself 
with global preferences on sensual wear, on March 25. AFP

When cheerleader Brandi Levy didn’t make her high school’s elite squad, the 14-year-old 
took to Snapchat with a photo of her middle finger – a moment of frustration that she never 
dreamed would take her to the US Supreme Court. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Chocolate-yielding tree
  6 “Chop-chop”
 10 Like the Great Plains
 14 Ivy League member
 15 Santa ___, California
 16 Part of an archipelago
 17 Bristlelike parts
 18 Famous physicist Niels
 19 Cookbook direction
 20 Navigate, in a way
 23 Sharp cheese
 25 “America the Beautiful” ender
 26 Whiskey type
 27 “___ the land of the free ...”
 28 One in a suit
 29 Cow’s chew
 31 Austrian heights
 33 Munched on
 35 Gave cough medicine to, e.g.
 39 Second-string QB, often
 43 Roll in school
 44 Baby’s word
 45 Very uncommon
 46 Wee amount
 48 Kind of room

 50 Comedian’s date
 51 Latish lunchtime
 54 “I do,” for example
 56 Cooling-off periods
 58 Focus on what’s important
 61 Test answer, at times
 62 Ghanaian money
 63 Axes
 66 “Heat of the Moment” band
 67 Like the Sabin vaccine
 68 A swelling in plants
 69 Anchor’s position
 70 Frequently shared thing
 71 “Rabbit ___” (Updike novel)
DOWN
  1 “Gunsmoke” appeared on it
  2 “___ you sure?”
  3 Small machinery securer
  4 Cy Young, e.g.
  5 Iroquois League tribe
  6 Botanical gardens (Var.)
  7 “In a minute”
  8 Contents of some urns
  9 Astronomical distance of 3.26 

light-years
 10 Entry permit
 11 Moving about

 12 With cunning (Var.)
 13 Monosyllabic, perhaps
 21 Region opposite Hong Kong
 22 Certain Arabian
 23 Team leader
 24 Common greeting
 30 Active individual
 32 Primer pup
 34 A bit of work
 36 Sashayed or strutted
 37 Spine-chilling
 38 Bottom-of-the-barrel stuff
 40 Cheer at the Met
 41 House or home
 42 ___ for (substantiate)
 47 Company on the Web
 49 More immune to sound
 51 Pizza slices, often
 52 Nightingale, notably
 53 Small ornamental cases
 55 “___ Did Our Love Go” (Supremes 

hit)
 57 Comment to the audience
 59 Heavy, durable furniture wood
 60 Spherical cheese
 64 Tall bird
 65 “Wailing” instrument, briefly

“BARBER’S CHAIR” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution
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T
wo hundred years after his death in 
exile, conspiracy theories continue 
to swirl about how exactly Napoleon 
Bonaparte met his end on the wind-

swept South atlantic island of St. Helena.
The official verdict, supported by an autopsy 

carried out by his British captors, was that he 
died aged 51 of stomach cancer on May 5, 1821.

But even then many – not just in France – 
were sceptical, leading to numerous often 
colourful conspiracy theories.

Poisoned? 
Strongest among French conspiracy theories 

is the belief that Napoleon was slowly poisoned 
either by the British or by his confidante, Count 
Charles de Montholon, supposedly in the pay 
of French royalists opposed to the emperor’s 
return home.

The scientific evidence for this is a chemical 
analysis conducted in 2001 on a lock of hair cut 
from Napoleon’s corpse that had huge levels of 
arsenic.

The following year the poison theory was 
challenged by French publication Science et 
Vie, which took arsenic readings from 19 hairs 
taken from Napoleon in 1805, before his first 
defeat in 1814 and again in 1821.

all the samples contained massive doses of 
arsenic, ranging from 15 to 100 parts per mil-
lion (ppm), compared with a normal level of 
only 0.8 ppm of arsenic. The maximum limit 
considered safe is three ppm.

The most plausible source for this was hair 
restorer. The balding emperor probably used a 
product that in the early 19th century typically 
contained high amounts of arsenic.

His deadly enema 
others blame mistreatment by overenthusi-

astic doctors for his early demise.
according to forensic pathologist Steven 

Karch at the San Francisco Medical Examiner’s 

Department in 2004, doctors gave Napoleon 
an enema every day to relieve his sick stomach 
and intestinal cramping.

This, combined with regular doses of a 
chemical called antimony potassium tartrate 
to induce vomiting, would have left him peril-
ously short of potassium.

This can lead to a lethal heart condition in 
which the blood flow to the brain is disrupted 
by bursts of irregular heartbeats.

The tell-tale trousers 
in 2005, the US National Centre for Biotech-

nology information backed the stomach can-
cer theory based on a study of the emperor’s 
trousers.

researchers from the University Hospital 
of Basel and the University of Zurich studied 
12 different pairs of trousers worn by Napo-
leon between 1800 and 1821 to determine his 
weight at death and to see how it had evolved 
in the last two decades of his life.

“Napoleon’s terminal weight loss of more 
than 10kg is suggestive of a severe progres-
sive chronic illness and is highly consistent 
with a diagnosis of gastric cancer,” the au-
thors concluded.

A last British prank? 
in 1840, Napoleon’s remains were taken back 

to paris where he lies in a vast marble tomb be-
neath the gilded dome of the invalides military 
hospital.

But some people, led by lawyer Bruno roy-
Henry, believe that the British switched the 
corpses as a parting joke on their old enemy 
so the French would end up honouring some 
nonentity. 

Some of the emperor’s most ardent support-
ers maintain meanwhile that he escaped from 
St. Helena just as he had from his first exile on 
the Mediterranean island of Elba. They believe 
he began a new life in america. AFP

Napoleon: Two centuries 
of conspiracy theories

Women jog by a memorial to French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte at the Casone Square in his birth city of 
Ajaccio, Corsica. AFP

A man withdraws money at a cash dispenser outside a bank decorated with the portrait of Napoleon 
Bonaparte in Ajaccio on the French Mediterranean island of Corsica. AFP
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i
ndian premier league chiefs 
on Tuesday sought to reassure 
foreign stars in the tournament 
that they are “totally safe” even 

as the country battles a devastating 
coronavirus surge.

With many nations restricting 
travel from india, organisers of the 
world’s richest cricket tournament 
also vowed to make sure that all play-
ers get home once the league is over.

With more than 350,000 cases and 
2,750 deaths per day, three australian 
players have left their ipl teams in 
recent days. Others still in india ad-
mit they are on edge over the deadly 
surge.

“We understand that there are [a] 
few apprehensions and concerns re-
garding the general situation in india 
and the withdrawals of certain crick-
eters,” said acting Board of Control 
for Cricket in india (BCCi) chief He-
mang amin in an email sent to play-
ers and coaches.

“We completely respect the deci-
sion taken by the players and extend 
our support to them in every way,” 
he added in the email, seen by aFp.

“at the same time, we would also 
assure you that you are totally safe 
within the bubble.”

amin said the bio-secure bubbles 
which the players have been kept in 
had been strengthened because of 
the new fears.

all players and coaches are now 
tested every two days instead of ev-
ery five, and outside food deliveries 
to team hotels have been banned.

“i am sure you will understand and 
co-operate with us on these steps,” 
he said, adding that player safety was 
“of paramount importance”.

amin also acknowledged players’ 
worries about how they will go home 
when the tournament ends on May 

30, saying that was “natural and un-
derstandable”.

australians adam Zampa, Kane 
richardson and aJ Tye left the tour-
nament this week but there are still 
14 of their compatriots left with the 
eight teams, including david War-
ner, Steve Smith, pat Cummins and 
Glenn Maxwell.

Chris lynn has demanded that the 
australian government lay on a char-
ter flight for players at the end of the 
ipl, but this has been rejected.

Eleven English players – includ-
ing one-day captain Eoin Morgan 
and top stars Jonny Bairstow and Jos 
Buttler – and 10 South africans – in-
cluding aB de Villiers and top bowler 

Kagisorabada – are still playing.
“We want to apprise you that you 

have nothing to worry about,” amin 
said in the message.

“The BCCi will do everything to en-
sure that you reach your respective 
destinations seamlessly.”

The BCCi chief said “india faces 
unprecedented challenges stretching 

its healthcare and spirit” as he urged 
players to stick with the tournament.

“When you all walk out onto the 
field, you are bringing hope to mil-
lions of people who have tuned in,” 
said amin.

“This time you are also playing for 
something much more important . . . 
humanity.” AFP

Embattled liverpool 
report $63 million loss

Groenewegen to make return 
from ban at Giro d’italia

liVErpOOl reported a £46 
million ($63 million) pre-tax 
loss for the financial year end-
ing May 2020, figures that sug-
gest why the club’s owners were 
prepared to join the failed 
European Super league plan.

Just a week after liverpool 
were forced to pull out of the 
controversial Super league fol-
lowing a furious public back-
lash, the reigning premier 
league champions revealed 
the financial impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The loss of significant media 
revenue and match-day income 
at anfield in the final quarter of 
the results amid the lockdown 
contributed to a £88 million 
negative swing in just over 12 
months.

liverpool reportedly estimate 
they will have suffered a finan-
cial hit of around £120 million 
by the time supporters are 
allowed back into matches.

in March 2020, liverpool 
announced a profit of £42 mil-
lion, but that surplus was wiped 
out after last season was sus-
pended in March and then 
restarted behind closed 
doors.

The pandemic fall-out con-
vinced liverpool’s owners Fen-
way Sports Group to sell a 10 per 
cent share in the club last month 
for £543 million to private invest-
ment firm redBird Capital.

also included in their income 
for the year was about £3.4 mil-
lion for winning the 2019 
Champions league final as it 
fell just outside the previous 
financial reporting period.

Eight new partnerships were 
announced during this period 
while Carlsberg renewed their 
long-term association.

Commercial revenue rose by 
£29 million to £217 million, 
but that could not compensate 
for media revenue dropping by 
£59 million to £202 million and 
matchday revenue was down 
£13 million to £71 million. 

Wages across the club also 
rose to £325 million from £310 
million.

“This financial reporting 

period was up to May 2020 so 
approaching a year ago now,” 
liverpool managing director 
andy Hughes said.

“it does, however, begin to 
demonstrate the initial finan-
cial impact of the pandemic 
and the significant reductions 
in key revenue streams.

“We were in a solid finan-
cial position prior to the pan-
demic and since this report-
ing period we have continued 
to manage our costs effec-
tively and navigate our way 
through such an unprece-
dented period.

“We can now look ahead to 
the conclusion of this season 
and hopefully a more normal 
start to next season.” AFP

dylan Groenewegen will ride 
the Giro d’italia, which starts 
the day after the end of his 
nine-month suspension for 
smashing Fabio Jakobsen into 
a barrier at the Tour of poland, 
his team, Jumbo-Visma, said 
Tuesday.

Groenewegen has not raced 
since august 5 when he pro-
voked a crash in the sprint at the 
end of the first stage in poland 
that left fellow dutch sprinter 
Jakobsen with injuries that 
included several skull fractures.

Groenewegen has been 

called into the Jumbo-Visma 
squad for the Giro, which starts 
in Turin on May 8, to replace 
australian Chris Harper, who is 
suffering from an eye problem, 
the team said in a statement.  

“We have decided that his 
place will go to dylan,” said 
Merijn Zeeman, the team’s 
sporting director. “dylan is one 
of our leaders, but he has not 
been able to race for a long time 
due to his long suspension. 

“We had mapped out a nice 
program for him that would 
allow him to return to the pelo-

ton in the shadows. However, 
due to corona, the Tour of nor-
way has already been post-
poned and it remains to be 
seen whether the other races 
he would ride will remain on 
the calendar. 

“after nine months without 
racing it is the intention for 
dylan to return to competi-
tion.”

“He will have to find his place 
in the peloton after everything 
that has happened. That is now 
the priority,” said Zeeman.

The team will field another 
sprinter, dutchman david 
dekker, and did not lay out any 
targets for Groenewegen, the 
winner of four Tour de France 
stages between 2017 and 
2019.

“i have received many heart 
warming messages after all that 
has happened, but i am also 
taking into account some neg-
ative reactions on my return. 
That might happen anyway,” 
Groenewegen said. 

Jakobsen returned to racing 
earlier this month in the Tour 
of Turkey.

“i have spoken with Fabio 
before he went to Turkey and it 
was good to see how well he did 
there,” said Groenewegen. “i 
am very much looking forward 
to racing again myself too now 
and i am glad that i can do that 
in a beautiful race like the Giro 
d’italia.” AFP

ipl says foreign stars ‘totally safe’ amid Covid

England’s captain Eoin Morgan throws a ball during the first one-day international (ODI) cricket match against India on March 23. AFP

Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah reacts during the 
UEFA Champions League quarter final second leg football match 
againt Real Madrid on April 14. AFP

Jumbo Visma rider Dylan Groenewegen of The Netherlands will ride 
the Giro d’Italia, which starts the day after the end of his nine-month 
suspension for smashing Fabio Jakobsen into a barrier at the Tour of 
Poland. AFP



Julian nagelsmann will take 
over as Bayern Munich coach 
from next season to replace 
Hansi Flick, the reigning Ger-
man champions announced on 
Tuesday.

nagelsmann, who is just 33, 
will move from RB leipzig on a 
five-year contract after Flick, 
whose relationship with the 
club’s powerful sporting direc-
tor Hasan Salihamidzic has 

deteriorated over transfer poli-
cy, asked to be released from his 
contract.

according to widespread 
reports in Germany, Bayern will 
pay significant compensation 
to leipzig of up to €25 million 
($30.2 million) for nagelsmann, 
whose contract at the Red Bull-
backed club was due to run 
until 2023.

“i am convinced that Bayern’s 

sporting future will be a very 
successful one with Julian 
nagelsmann,” Oliver Kahn, the 
former goalkeeper who will suc-
ceed Karl-Heinz Rummenigge 
as Bayern chairman next year, 
told the club’s website.

nagelsmann has never hid-
den his desire to coach Bayern, 
especially as he comes from the 
Bavaria region.

last season, he led leipzig to 
the Champions league semi-
finals as well as third place in the 
Bundesliga, and this season his 
side has replaced Borussia 
Dortmund as Bayern’s main title 
challengers.

With three games remaining, 
leipzig are the only team who 
can still prevent Bayern from 
winning a ninth consecutive 
Bundesliga title, although they 
sit seven points off the pace.

Flick took over as Bayern 
coach in late 2019, succeeding 
the sacked niko Kovac.

He won the Bundesliga and 
German Cup last season and 
added the Champions league, 
as Bayern beat Paris Saint-Ger-
main in the final in lisbon to 

become European champions 
for the sixth time.

Bayern added the uEFa and 
German Super Cups at the start 
of this campaign and won the 
Club World Cup in February.

Flick: ‘Unforgettable’ 
However, as reports of a rift 

between the former Germany 
assistant coach and Salihamid-
zic emerged, Bayern were 
knocked out of the Champions 
league in the quarter-finals by 
PSG earlier this month.

“FC Bayern agreed to current 
head coach Hansi Flick’s request 
to have his contract terminated 
on 30 June 2021, two years ear-
lier than its original expiry date,” 
the club said.

Germany’s football associa-
tion (DFB) said later on Tuesday 
it planned to hold talks with 
Flick about replacing departing 
national team boss Joachim 
loew after Euro 2020.

“it’s well known that Hansi 
Flick is held in high regard by 
the federation. We can confirm 
that, in this context, we will now 
also have discussions with him 

and Bayern officials,” a DFB 
spokesperson told aFP sub-
sidiary SiD.

Of his time at Bayern, Flick 
said: “The last two years will be 
unforgettable for me. The emo-
tions, the wins, the titles, but 
also the day-to-day work on the 
pitch have been a lot of fun for 
me, it’s been an amazing 
time.”

nagelsmann spent time on 
the books at Bayern’s neigh-
bours 1860 Munich, before his 
playing career was cut short by 
a knee injury aged just 20.

He moved into coaching and 
became the youngest perma-
nent head coach in Bundesliga 
history when appointed by Hof-
fenheim in February 2016 at the 
age of 28.

He steered them to safety in 
that season before successive 
top-four finishes in the next two 
campaigns.

His star has continued to rise 
at leipzig where a young side 
has established itself as a lead-
ing force in the Bundesliga and 
in Europe.

“Julian nagelsmann repre-

sents a new generation of 
coaches. Despite his young 
age, he already has an impres-
sive CV. We are convinced . . . 
we can continue the magnifi-
cent successes of recent years,” 
Bayern president Herbert 
Hainer said.

One of the stars of nagels-
mann’s leipzig team has been 
France defender Dayotupame-
cano, the 22-year-old who will 
also join Bayern next season.

That transfer was announced 
in February. upamecano, who 
had a 43 million-euro buyout 
clause in his contract, also 
agreed a five-year deal at the 
allianz arena.

leipzig will now begin their 
search for a new coach but 
should have the carrot of Cham-
pions league football next sea-
son to dangle before the candi-
dates.

“Julian has taken a fantastic 
path in leipzig and developed 
the club very successfully,” said 
leipzig CEO Oliver Mintzlaff, 
adding that he had “taken the 
team as a collective to the next 
level.” AFP

Sport
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K
aRiM Benzema came to 
Real Madrid’s rescue again 
on Tuesday, his acrobatic 
volley earning them a 1-1 

draw against an impressive Chelsea 
side in the first leg of the Champions 
league semi-final. 

Christian Pulisic grabbed Chelsea a 
deserved away goal in a soaking wet 
contest at Valdebebas but they might 
regret not pulling away, with the strug-
gling Timo Werner again missing a 
golden chance.

it means Madrid will be satisfied 
too, after recovering from a chasten-
ing opening half an hour before Ben-
zema’s brilliance left the tie in the bal-
ance.

Eden Hazard was given 24 minutes 
off the bench against his former club 
but despite some twinkling touches, 
he was unable to add a late twist. “it’s 
always good to play against friends,” 
Hazard told BT Sport afterwards. 

By the time the Belgian entered the 
contest, it was drifting, the early 
adrenaline lost, with both teams 
seemingly content to defer to the 
return leg at Stamford Bridge next 
Wednesday. 

Benzema’s goal was his 71st in the 
Champions league, making him the 
joint-fourth top scorer in the compe-
tition’s history with Raul, behind only 
Cristiano Ronaldo, lionel Messi and 
Robert lewandowski. 

When Real Madrid were suffering, 
and in the absence of the injured Sergio 
Ramos, Benzema was the one dragging 
his team back into this match, at times 
through sheer force of will. 

With Werner clearly short of confi-
dence, the Frenchman’s precision at 
the other end could yet prove the dif-
ference. 

“We should have won the first half,” 
said Chelsea coach Thomas Tuchel. 
“We should have scored at least one 
more.”

“The result is fair,” said Zinedine 
Zidane. “Our first half wasn’t the best, 
their pressure caused us difficulties 
but we adapted and in the second half 
we were better.”

These two teams were both among 
the Super league’s ‘Dirty Dozen’, with 
Madrid president Florentino Perez, 

the face and voice of the breakaway 
project, watching on at the alfredo di 
Stefano Stadium. 

Despite stirring scenes of protests 
outside Premier league stadiums last 
weekend, Real Madrid’s – admittedly 
remote – training ground was 
untouched by any sign of discontent 
with the club. 

and there was no Real Madrid revolt 
against uEFa either, with the Cham-
pions league anthem ringing out as 

normal and the stadium announcer 
loyally declaring: “The uEFa Cham-
pions league brings together the best 
teams in Europe.” 

Chelsea were electric in the first half 
an hour, their passing slicker and their 
movement quicker than Madrid, who 
were unable to keep up. 

Werner misses sitter 
Werner should have scored when 

Mason Mount’s deflected, looping 

shot was headed across goal by Pulisic 
but he missed from six yards, his vol-
ley blocked by the right leg of Thibaut 
Courtois. 

But Chelsea’s dominance was such 
that another chance never felt far 
away, in the 14th minute Pulisic taking 
advantage. 

antonio Rudiger was given time to 
float a delightful ball over the top for 
the darting american, whose first 
touch took him left but he recovered 
his poise, nipping past Courtois and 
firing between Marcelo and Raphael 
Varane on the line. 

Chelsea were rampant but as the 
rain began to pour, Madrid found a 
way back. Benzema led the resistance, 
one shot from distance shaving the 
post before another from close drew 
Madrid level. 

a short corner worked its way to 
Marcelo on the edge of the area and 
his cross was headed back in via 
Casemiro and Eder Militao. Benzema, 
with his back to goal and surrounded 
by blue shirts, tamed the ball with his 
forehead before throwing his body 
into the air and volleying in before his 
markers could react. 

Marcelo and Jorginho were both 
guilty of sloppy passes early in the 
second half but neither Werner nor 
Benzema could capitalise. 

and for 20 minutes the game drifted, 
both sides nervous of opening up. 
Four substitutes came on just after the 
hour, Hazard and Kai Havertz among 
them. Hazard was making his third 
appearance in three months. 

But Benzema’s shot was blocked, 
Hakim Ziyech’s free-kick curled into 
the hands of Courtois and a late 
Madrid cross flashed past the far post. 
a draw was a fair result. AFP

Benzema volley pegs back Chelsea 
to leave semi-final in the balance

Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Nacho Fernandez (left) vies with Chelsea’s American midfielder Christian Pulisic during the UEFA 
Champions Leaguesemi-final first leg football match on Tuesday. AFP

nagelsmann to coach Bayern Munich from next season

Leipzig's German headcoach Julian Nagelsmannwill take over as 
coach at German record club FC Bayern Munich from Hansi Flick next 
season. AFP
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