
Mom Kunthear

WITH optimism running high as 
the capital and Takmao town pre-
pare to emerge from lockdown on 
May 6, Phnom Penh municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng hinted that 
currently-designated orange and 
yellow zones will retain their status 
and that some red zones could be 

downgraded to yellow or orange.
A May 3 prime ministerial decision con-

firmed the end of the lockdown, but 
noted that the capital and provincial 
administrations reserve the right to imple-
ment other measures in their jurisdic-
tions, as the situation dictates, to curb the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

Any measures taken must comply 
with relevant sub-decrees supporting 

the Law on Measures to Prevent the 
Spread of Covid-19 and Other Seri-
ous, Dangerous and Contagious Dis-
eases, the decision read.

The government first placed Phnom 
Penh and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province under lockdown on 
April 15, in a move to control Covid-19 

Mom Kunthear

‘D
ACH bay’ is a Khmer 
slang meaning “a loss of 
income”, that  could 
also be literally trans-

lated to “deprived of rice”, which 
alludes to starvation. However, civil 
society organisation (CSO) officials 
have independently confirmed the 
government’s prior assertions that 
there are no cases of starvation in 
Phnom Penh’s red zones because the 
government and the municipal 
authorities, as well as some CSOs 
themselves, continue to provide food 
assistance to people living in the high-
ly restricted areas.

The municipal hall has so far distrib-
uted food to nearly 200,000 families in 
the red zones to support them.

Hon Seiha, a resident of Por Sen 
Chey district’s Trapeang Thleung 
commune, already received some 
donations from the authorities on 
April 28 in the form of rice, sardines 
canned fish, fish sauce, soy sauce and 
noodles to feed his family for now. 

“My landlord wrote down the 
names of those of us who rented 
the rooms and sent our names to 
the village chief so that the author-
ities could distribute the food to 
us,” Seiha told The Post on May 2.

Seiha said the food would feed his 
family of four for about a month, 
but he hoped that the authorities 
would soon reopen the roads and 
that the Covid-19 situation would 
soon subside.

Seng Rath, another resident who 
lives in the red zone of Meanchey dis-
trict, also said she received food as-
sistance on May 1 after her landlord 
included her name along with other 
tenants’ and sent to the village chief.

“I registered about a month ago 
and just received food yesterday. I 
do not know why, but I heard that 
they distributed it to those who 
are most in need first and then to 
us,” Rath said.

She added that in the area where 
she lives, some people had not yet re-
ceived their food donations because 
their landlord didn’t pay much atten-
tion to list the names of his tenants 
for the village or commune chief.

Pich Sophoeun, a 40-year-old 
woman residing in a rented room 
in Stung Meanchey II commune’s 
Tamnak Thom 4 village in Meanchey 
district who had just recovered from 
Covid-19 and finished her 14-day 
quarantine, told The Post that she 
had not received any assistance
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End to Covid lockdown
met with mixed feelings

‘Starvation’ 
in red zones  
proven to be 
hyperbolic 

May Kunmakara

THE government was “very proac-
tive” in locking down some areas to 
fight back against the rise of novel 
coronavirus infections in the interest 
of public health, despite inevitable 
short-term economic losses, the 
business community has said.

On April 14, the government 
placed Phnom Penh and Kandal 

province’s Takmao town under 
lockdown until April 28, and then 
extended the period to May 5.

Garment Manufacturers Associa-
tion in Cambodia (GMAC) deputy 
secretary-general Kaing Monika told 
The Post that economic challenges 
aside, the lockdown was the “right 
thing” that any leader would do, flag-
ging public health as top priority.

“The government decision is nec-

essary despite the challenge of eco-
nomic loss. Protection of public 
health to save lives is more important 
than anything else.

“What we have been doing are an on-
time dissemination of updated regula-
tions and measures with regard to the 
government lockdown decision for our 
members’ effective implementation.

“Second, at the policy level, we work 
on wage policy and support allowance 

based on the principle of humanity, 
minimum service of logistics serving 
members nearby or outside the lock-
down areas, and of more importance 
is the roadmap to reopening or post-
lockdown measures,” he said.

Given the escalation in daily cases, 
with only limited testing, the lockdown 
is “imperative” to curb the outbreak, 
which is reaching disturbing levels, 
Anthony Galliano, the CEO of financial 

services firm Cambodia Investment 
Management Co Ltd, told The Post.

“This has always been a strategy of 
balance, keeping the economy breath-
ing while containing the spread and 
the options available to the govern-
ment are now greatly limited as trans-
mission accelerates,” he said. 

He explained that while the potential
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barricades are set up on National Road 2 at the northern entrance to Kandal province’s takmao town. HEAN RANGSEY
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‘Dach bay’ a lost-in-translation case
Continued from page 1

from the authorities before, during 
or after her sickness.

“my landlord listed our names, 
but so far no one has brought us 
anything and my landlord isn’t go-
ing to spend much time on this to 
help us,” Sophoeun said.

“When I asked my landlord, I was 
told to contact the village chief my-
self. my landlord is not helpful to 
tenants who are trying to get this 
food assistance,” she added.

Sophoeun asked the authorities to 
provide food to her family because she 
was a Covid-19 patient and currently 
has no job and no income at all.

Even though Sophoeun has no in-
come and receives food from the au-
thorities, she still has a small amount of 
savings and her niece has been provid-
ing her with food almost every day.

“The remaining rice can be 
cooked for about two more days, 
and my niece always buys me some 
groceries like meat, too. It eased my 
burdens as well when my husband 
and son were both hospitalised for 
Covid-19 treatment,” she said.

She said she may withdraw money 
reserved for her room rental to buy 
rice first as she has no choice and 
expects her landlord to understand 
her inability to pay for now during 
this crisis period.

another resident, who asked not 
to be named and who lived across 
from the Trapeang Thleung market 
– a red zone area in Dangkor district 
– said he had not yet received his 
food donations. He said only factory 
workers who lived in nearby rented 
rooms had received it.

“They got it because the village 
chief came and got their names 
registered, but not for every house-
hold. For me, I do not want gifts. It 
does not have serious impacts on 
me even though I live in a red zone I 
don’t need donations,” he said.

He said he works from home and 
is receiving his regular salary and 
the only annoying thing about the 
situation was the inability to travel 
outsides of the area. 

 
Response from authorities and 
assistance from landlords

 Domnak Thom 4 village chief Va 
Pha told The Post that so far 70 to 80 
per cent of the people in his village 
had received food, and he is also go-
ing to continue distributing food to 
those who have not yet received any.

“The number of families who have        
already received food is now at 1,174  
and they are all living in rented 
rooms. Today I will start distributing 
food to those who have not received 
anything,” he said.

Pha confirmed that if the landlords 
or their representative contacted the 
village or commune, then village offi-
cials will go down to distribute food.

He acknowledges that some peo-
ple have not yet received their food 
assistance as sometimes he does 
not  receive information from the 
landlords on time or in full, and all 
food assistance distribution must 
have a registered recipient.

Regarding the listing of tenants in 
rented houses, Ry Satyanika, who has 
nine rooms and 13 tenants living in 
Stung meanchey II commune, told 
The Post on may 2 that she paid at-
tention and was careful in helping her 
tenants by listing all of their names 
and send them to the village chief so 
that they can receive food donations. 

“all nine of my tenants have al-
ready received their food donations. 
The authorities came to get the data 
of the needy people at their rented 
rooms, so I helped them until they 

got their packages from the authori-
ties yesterday,” she said.

Satyanika confirmed that the land-
lord had to help him in order to re-
ceive his food donation because the 
authorities were using the names of 
the landlords as the delivery recipi-
ents and then transporting the food 
to those people.

“The village chief came to meet 
with the landlord directly in order to 
get the exact number of rooms. and 
whether or not the tenants would get 
donations also depends on the assis-
tance from the landlord,” she said.

Satyanika says he is not charging 
rental fees from his tenants during 
this difficult time.

 Mechanisms for receiving donations, 
distributing aid, providing emergency 
assistance and engaging with CSOs

 Phnom Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng said that after the 

lockdown of some areas the govern-
ment plans to provide food relief 
such as rice, noodle and basic food 
needs so that people could survive.

“It is a point of pride for Phnom 
Penh that so far no one has died of 
hunger,” Sreng said.

The Phnom Penh municipal admin-
istration has rejected allegations that 
the mechanisms for receiving dona-
tions, distributing aid and providing 
emergency assistance are discrimina-
tory because these mechanisms were 
made with transparency and in line 
with the government’s guidelines.

The municipal administration 
also called for patience from donors 
who could not distribute directly to 
the affected people due to the high 
risk of contracting Covid-19 there. 

The municipal administration will 
continue to distribute aid to target-
ed groups of people who are in need 
of emergency food.

at the same time, Sreng expressed 
his disappointment that some for-
eign and local media outlets had 
misleadingly reported that munici-
pal hall authorities prevented them 
from distributing the food relief for 
other reason than sanitary issues. 

according to the municipal gover-
nor, some local authorities have not 
yet distributed the food donations to 
their people. In Phnom Penh they will 
distribute aid to up to 400,000 fami-
lies, but so far there are only nearly 
200,000 families who have received it.

“The first target, we provided to 
those who live in the red zones, and 
mostly [unemployed] workers who 
need food. as soon as we get a call 
from people in need of food, the au-
thorities will go down to the location 
and provide immediate assistance,” 
he said.

Regarding CSOs’ donation ac-
tivities to assist with the crisis, the 

Centre for alliance of Labour and 
Human Rights (CENTRaL) has pro-
vided food to workers trapped in the 
red zone. So far CENTRaL has pro-
vided meals to 1,511 people living in 
605 rented rooms, according to ex-
ecutive director moeun Tola.

 
View from associations and unions

 Fa Saly, president of the National 
Trade Union Confederation, told 
The Post he did not believe that peo-
ple in the red zones or other locked 
down areas are facing actual starva-
tion because of the loss of income.

“as a Cambodian citizen, I believe 
that the Cambodian people still have 
a sense of solidarity and would not 
leave any people starving to death. 
We will all definitely help each other 
to the best of our ability,” he said.

“I am a Cambodian. I have never 
seen our citizens refusing to help 
the needy. Neighbours are always 
helping each other. There is no need 
to wait for the government to come 
and help,” he said.

Saly said that until now, he had 
not received any information from 
workers about people lacking food. 
Each village or commune has as-
signed a specific representative to 
distribute donations to them.

“at first, it was difficult and the 
situation was serious, but it has now 
improved with help from donors and 
the authorities have been very busy 
trying to provide food,” he said.

Saly was prepared to provide 
food to the workers and the poorest 
people, but so far no requests have 
been made to him because the gov-
ernment has provided them with 
enough assistance.

“There is no such case where peo-
ple have had nothing to eat or no 
food at home. It’s just a question of 
more or less,” he added.

The lockdown is expected to end 
by may 6. But several red zones 
will remain to contain the spread. 
It’s expected that more complaints 
and fake news about starvation will 
emerge, but so far fact-checking has 
proven starvation, or “dach bay” to be 
hyperbolic or lost in translation.

People receive food aid in a red zone in Phnom Penh. post staff

A red zone resident cooks while reading a news report which claims that workers have gone hungry because of the lockdown. supplied



Ry Sochan

FOUR Cambodians who are 
among the leading experts in 
the nation in their respective 
fields and industries attended a 
virtual conference on the reuni-
fication of Korea along with 
thousands of other profession-
als, scholars and politicians at 
the International Leadership 
Conference 2021 (ILC2021).

Various approaches to the 
issue of North-South Korean 
reunification were discussed 
over the three-day virtual con-
ference held from April 29 to 
May 1 in Korea, Japan, Ameri-
ca, Europe and the Middle 
East, Africa as well as North 
and South America.

The Cambodian delegation 
lent their experience and 
insights to the ongoing search 
for viable solutions to bring 
about the peaceful reunifica-
tion of the Korean peninsula, 
a nation still divided and tech-
nically at war for the past sev-
en decades. 

Delegation members all 
agreed that there was a strong 
sense of optimism at this year’s 
conference that perhaps sig-
nalled the possibility for 
progress to finally be made on 
this issue as the Koreans were 
encouraged to take the lead in 
this game-changing venture. 

The Cambodian delegates 
included parliamentarian 
Suos Yara, who was attending 
a session specifically for par-
liamentarians. 

Former President of the Roy-
al Academy of Cambodia Khlot 
Thyda attended an interreli-
gious dialogue session to pro-
vide a Buddhist perspective to 

the speaker’s panel.  
The Phnom Penh Post’s CEO 

and publisher Ly Tayseng 
attended the media session, 
while deputy director-general 
of the Asian Cultural Council, 
Lim Bunhok, represented 
Cambodia at the arts and cul-
ture session.

The conference was organ-
ised by the Universal Peace 
Federation (UPF) under the 
theme “Toward the Peaceful 
Reunification of Korea: Creat-
ing the Foundation for a Uni-
fied World”.

UPF-Cambodia secretary-
general Sophal Chamroeun 
told The Post on May 3 that the 
speakers from Cambodia 
shared their personal ideas 
and opinions as well as the 
broader Cambodian public 
sentiment and government 
positions on various topics, 
with positive contributions to 
the event coming from all of 
the official delegates at the 
forums they attended.

“It really does take a whole-
of-society effort to bring about 
peace after protracted con-
f lict. It is a combination of 
politics, religion, culture and 
economics with all of them 
centered on finding the great-
er good together. 

“Our delegates’ productive 
participation at the conference 
demonstrated the success story 
that Cambodia has been post-
conflict and showed that we are 
ready to assume more respon-
sibilities and even leadership 
roles at the international level.

“We feel our own history of 
conflict and our success in 
overcoming it does give us 
some helpful insights into 

what might bring about a uni-
fied Korean peninsula.

“Cambodia is one of just a 
few nations that have always 
had robust diplomatic rela-
tionships with both North and 
South Korea.  Therefore, Cam-
bodia can potentially play an 
important role in this matter 
and we would be proud to fur-
ther the cause of world peace,” 
Chamroeun said. 

A total of 80 speakers addressed 
the conference, including nine 
former heads of state, first ladies 
and speakers of parliament from 

around the globe.
UPF-Cambodia issued a 

statement assessing the pros 
and cons of reunification, con-
cluding that – on balance – the 
opportunities far outweigh the 
risks involved. 

“It’s definitely possible that 
untapped economic develop-
ment lying dormant now in 
the North and activated by the 
resources of the South could 
accelerate national and 
regional prosperity,” UPF-
Cambodia wrote. 

“Addressing the historic divide 

in Korea would mean ending 
the stalemate on the peninsula, 
which would help the cause of 
peace in northeast Asia and glo-
bally. Speakers saw positive 
developments on the horizon 
moving forward,” it said.

The conference had nine ses-
sions, each with a specific focus: 
heads of state, parliamentari-
ans, first ladies and women 
leaders, academicians, religious 
leaders, business executives, 
and media personalities along 
with culture and the arts. 

Nearly 20,000 people from 

45 nations registered for the 
conference in the Asia-Pacific 
region. An estimated 250,000 
viewers watched the confer-
ence via social media as it was 
streaming live. 

The closing session will be 
held on May 8 and then a con-
tinued and concentrated focus 
will hopefully emerge to tack-
le this issue with the establish-
ment of Think Tank 2022 – 
intended to allow for in-depth 
discussions between all of the 
stakeholders in both Koreas 
and the region.

3THE PHNOM PENH POST  MAY  4, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

National

WHO’s Li on Covid: Not the 
right time to let guard down 
Niem Chheng

W
ORLD Health 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
representative 
to Cambodia Li 

Ailan warned of a prolonged 
Covid-19 pandemic and urged 
solidarity as the Kingdom 
scrambles to contain the ongo-
ing community outbreak, with 
six more deaths and 728 infec-
tions reported on April 2 alone. 

“So essential to continue 
our collective actions to sup-
press the virus in Cambodia. 
The virus is still circulating … 
Relaxing Covid-19 measures 
too fast and too soon means 
a possible surge,” she tweeted 
before midnight on May 2.

Li’s tweet came just hours 
after Prime Minister Hun Sen 
hinted that the government 
would reopen the capital on 
May 5 as scheduled, with only 
a few areas at highest risks of 
transmission remaining in 
lockdown.   

“There is no reason to con-
tinue the lockdown, but the 
capital or provinces can cor-
don off small areas that are still 
at high risk of transmission. 

“Imposing the lockdown 
was a tough decision made 
by the government to prevent 
transmission and deaths of 

our people,” he wrote in re-
sponse to a Facebook user 
who complained of getting 
stranded – and strapped – 
outsides Phnom Penh due to 
the restrictive measures.  

The prime minister also urged 
people who have not been vac-
cinated against Covid-19 to re-
main calm as the government 
would follow through with its 

plan to inoculate all residents of 
Phnom Penh and neighbouring 
Kandal province by June.

In an apparent move to allay 
concerns and build trust in 
Covid-19 vaccines procured 
by the government, Hun Sen 
posted pictures of football 
superstars Neymar Jr and Lio-
nel Messi, citing Xinhua News 
agency reports that both had 

been vaccinated with Chinese 
Covid-19 vaccine Sinovac.

“Please understand com-
mon hardship of the nation,” 
he said.

On May 3, the Ministry of 
Health reported four more 
deaths  and another 841 infec-
tions linked to the February 20 
outbreak, bringing the tally to 
106 and 14,806 respectively.

Local authorities remove barricades from Veng Sreng Boulevard in Stung Meanchey III commune of Phnom 
Penh’s Meanchey district on April 29. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Continued from page 1

transmission from the Febru-
ary 20 community outbreak, 
which has brought the total 
number of infections to more 
than 14,000.

Nearly three weeks on, 
Phnom Penh continues to 
record the majority of cases, 
with 525 new infections and 
three more deaths reported in 
the capital on May 3 alone.

The lockdown has had far-
reaching impacts, leaving 
some people inside and out-
side of Phnom Penh stranded 
– and even cash-strapped. One 
of them went so far as to bring 
his plight to the attention of 
Prime Minister Hun Sen.

In response, Hun Sen had 
said the government was to 
reopen the capital and  
Takmao. 

“There is no reason to con-
tinue the lockdown, but the 
capital or provinces can cor-
don off small areas that are still 
at high risk of transmission.

“Imposing the lockdown was 
a tough decision made by the 
government to prevent trans-
mission and the deaths of our 
people,” he wrote on his offi-
cial Facebook page.

But with daily infections 
soaring, it remains to be seen 

to what extent the rules of the 
colour-coded zones in the 
once-bustling capital and 
town will be scaled back.

Fresh News quoted the 
Phnom Penh municipal gov-
ernor as saying: “We will still 
maintain the three zones we 
designated and they will be 
strictly monitored in order to 
curb the spread of the  
disease.”

Hok Kim Cheng, the Minis-
try of Health’s technical direc-
tor-general, on May 3 said the 
lockdown commission would 
hold a meeting with all rele-
vant authorities to discuss the 
reopening. 

Say Phalla, a resident in a 
red zone of Meanchey dis-
trict, said voiced concerns 
over the potential ramifica-
tions of ending the lockdown 
too quickly.

“I think staying home is saf-
er. But I support the plan to lift 
the lockdown. It will enable 
vendors and others to earn 
income again. Personally, I am 
still afraid because if we look 
at the number of new cases, it 
has not decreased. 

“What really concerns me is 
that when the lockdown is 
lifted, then the transmissions 
may become uncontrollable,” 
she said.

Red zone residents: 
It’s safer to stay home 
amid Covid outbreak 

Delegations share views on Korea unification 

The Post CEO Ly Tayseng (right) attends the virtual International Leadership Conference on April 30. POSt StAff
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Mom Kuhtear

W
ITH the Covid-
19 outbreak 
showing no 
sign of subsid-

ing, Prime minister Hun Sen 
called on journalists to main-
tain their professionalism 
and ethics in reporting the 
truth – and refrain from fake 
news – to the public along 
with educational messages 
on preventive measures.

Hun Sen made the call in a 
letter marking the 28th World 
Press Freedom Day on may 3 
with the theme “Information 
as a Public Good’. The theme 
is crucial as it corresponds to 
the current situation where 
people around the world are 
in need of authentic news, 
he said, comparing it to daily 
food that people cannot miss.

In the last two years, he 
said, much of the world has 
scrambled to contain the 
pandemic, with many coun-
tries having restricted free-
dom of assembly and declar-
ing a state of emergency in a 
desperate move to curb the 
spread of the virus and save 
lives.

He said the third wave of 
transmission in Cambodia 
linked to the February 20 
community outbreak had 

posed severe threats to the 
wellbeing of the people, pub-
lic health and had claimed 
lives of Cambodians and 
foreigners, with more than 
13,000 infections detected in 
just over two months.

Throughout all difficult 
times over the past years, he 
said journalists have tried 
their best to keep the public 
informed of the situations 
and have significantly con-
tributed to the government’s 
battle against the disease and 
fake news alike.

“I sincerely appreciate and 
place high value on our jour-
nalists who have made great 
efforts to overcome obstacles 
and dangers in fulfiling their 
duties to actively broadcast 
and publish news on what is 
really happening in the coun-
try,” he said.

In the current circumstanc-
es, he called on journalists to 
broadcast and publish news 
along with educational mes-
sages on Covid-19 preventive 
measures as recommended 
by the ministry of Health and 
in line with the government’s 
directives. That, he said, 
would help break the chain 
of transmission and turn the 
situation back to normal.

“I want to stress that the 
government’s efforts alone 

without the participation 
of the press and the general 
public would not be enough 
for us to succeed.

“and I’d like to remind local 
and international journal-
ists that they must abide by 
the laws, ethical standards, 

professionalism, and refrain 
from violating other people’s 
rights just for their personal 
interests by spreading fake 
news and incitement which 
may damage other people’s 
honour and dignity and 
bring about social chaos.

“Publishing the truth is an 
effective way to fight against 
the dissemination of fake 
news by ill-intended people 
who have a tendency to go 
against the development in 
Cambodian society. 

“It’s the way to fight against 

criminals who seek to gain 
personal interests by using 
media as a cover to commit 
offences that affect people’s 
dignity and the prestige of the 
media and professional jour-
nalists. This cannot be toler-
ated,” he said.

Bus company shut in B’bang, Pailin 
after driver tests positive for Covid

K Thom national fish sanctuary 
‘destroyed’ by land encroachment
Nov Sivutha

THE Kampong Thom provincial Department of 
agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are building a 
case to the provincial court regarding the illegal 
clearing of flooded forestland that it said had 
destroyed the national fish sanctuary in Kampong 
Kor commune’s Khsach Chiros village in Kampong 
Svay district.

Department director Pen Vanrith told The Post 
that the case was sent to provincial court on may 
1 so that investigators can begin a search for the 
suspects and bring them to justice.

Vanrith said he had not yet identified the indi-
viduals who had ordered the clearing of the flood-
ed forestland and that when his team reached the 
area the suspects fled, leaving behind only two 
tractors and an excavator.

“We seized their machinery ... I don’t know who 
or how many of them were involved. The court will 

investigate and take further action,” he said.
However, provincial Fisheries administration 

director Horm Hon said on may 1 that the person 
who ordered the clearing of the flooded forest 
was Chok Nguon – a judge in Svay Rieng prov-
ince. and the excavator owner’s identity was 
known and a case was filed to the court for legal 
action.

Kampong Thom provincial court prosecutor Sin 
Virak told The Post on may 3 that the court had not 
yet received a complaint from the agriculture 
department.

He said the delay may be due to the fact that may 
1 was a public holiday or because Fisheries admin-
istration officials were still working on it. 

according to Virak, the provincial court has 
enforced the laws related to encroachment on 
flooded forestland in other cases with penalties 
imposed in accordance with the law, but the sen-
tences was at the judge’s discretion.

Lay Samean

BaTTamBaNG and Pailin pro-
vincial authorities decided to 
temporarily close branches of 
the transport company Virak 
Buntham Express after a driver 
tested positive for Covid-19.

In a notice on may 2, Battam-
bang provincial governor 
Nguon Ratanak decided to shut 
down three of the company’s 
branches in Ou Da Leu village 
of Kamrieng district’s Boeung 
Raing commune; Phnum 
Touch village of Phnom Proek 
district’s Pichr Chenda com-
mune; and Trapeang pralit vil-
lage in Sampov Loun district’s 

Santepheap commune.
“The temporary shutdown of 

these businesses is to prevent 
the spread of the virus after a 
driver tested positive on may 
2,” said the notice.

He ordered that during the 
shutdown the branches be cor-
doned off and the company’s 
services be suspended. authori-
ties are tracing people who had 
direct and indirect contact with 
the driver so they can be quaran-
tined and tested for the virus.

He also requested passengers 
who had contact with the driver 
to to come forward immediately.

Pailin provincial governor Ban 
Sreymom also temporarily close 

the transport company’s branch-
es as same driver had transport-
ed goods into the province.

“Phanith unloaded goods 
three days earlier in our province 
and returned. as an immediate 
measure, we have suspended 
the company’s operations so 
that people who work there can 
be tested,” she told The Post. 

The company has three 
branches in thee communes – 
Pailin, Stung Kach and Sala 
Krao, all in Sala Krao district.

She said that during the shut-
down, employees are banned 
from exiting and entering the 
province and must undergo a 
14-day quarantine.

Pm marks World Press Freedom Day, 
urges concerted efforts in Covid battle

An excavator is caught clearing flooded forestland that had allegedly destroyed the national fish sanctuary 
in Kampong Kor commune’s Khsach Chiros village in Kampong Svay district. supplied

A driver wearing a protective mask shows documents to a police officer at a checkpoint set up after authorities 
tightened up measures to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Hong Menea

Reporters and photographers during a press conference in Phnom Penh this week. Yousos apdoulRasHiM
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Tbong Khmum sets 
up muslim cemetery
Voun Dara

THE Tbong Khmum Provin-
cial administration has set 
up a 3ha cemetery in the mul-
ti-use area in Ponhea Kraek 
distict’s Trapeang Phlong 
commune for muslims who 
died from Covid-19.

Provincial hall spokesman 
mao Dong said that as of may 
2, the province had detected 
44 cases of Covid-19. Of the 
number, 21 had recovered, 22 
remained hospitalised and 
one patient had died. 

The province currently has 

three crematoriums in Ponhea 
Kraek, memot district and 
Suong town. Since community 
transmission broke out in the 
province, four villages had been 
in lockdown – two in Kroch 
Chhmar district, one in Tbong 
Khmum district and another in 
Ponhea Kraek district.

Dongalso said a 46-year-old 
Cambodian woman had died 
of acute respiratory failure 
after the disease caused 
severe lung inflammationon 
on april 27 while undergoing 
treatment at the provincial 
referral hospital.

Farmers affected by Covid seek aid 
Voun Dara

THE Cambodia Coalition of 
Farmer Community’s (CCFC) 
on may 1 requested that the 
government find a long-term 
solution for farmers who are 
facing negative economic 
impacts due to Covid-19.

The CCFC is currently work-
ing with more than 20,000 fam-
ilies in 63 communities across 
11 provinces in Cambodia.

CCFC president Theng Saroe-
un said on may 2 that the asso-
ciation issued a joint statement 
promoting farmers’ rights and 
suggesting solutions to the 
problems farmers are facing 
due to the pandemic.

“So far, our association has 
not yet received a government 
response to this statement. We 
will have a dialogue with the 
government working group 
regarding the contents of the 
statement and examine possi-
bilities for additional ways to aid 
Cambodia’s farmers,” he said.

The CCFC requested that the 
government come up with a for-
mal relief plan for farmers and 
assist in coordinating and pro-
viding technical support and 
capital to farmers so that they 
will continue to be able to plant 
crops and raise livestock to sup-
ply the domestic market. The 
group wants to see this process 
carried out in consultation with 

the public so the farmers them-
selves can provide input on 
strategies and methods.

The CCFC also requested 
increased investment in the 
agriculture sector and that the 
government incorporate and 
acknowledge farmers as part of 
the informal economic work-
force by issuing a prakas or a 
sub-decree so that they can 
benefit from the social services 
and assistance being provided 
to the informal sector workers.

Sarouen also conveyed dis-

pleasure with some authori-
ties’ recent treatment of farm-
ers as relates to the lockdown 
measures.

He said the authorities 
should have dealt with any 
dispute with farmers by peace-
ful means, coordinating and 
sympathising with farmers 
who planted vegetables and 
had transported their agricul-
tural produce to supply Phnom 
Penh during the lockdown.

“The authorities instead pre-
vented and disrupted deliver-

ies and even impounded the 
produce and threatened them. 
The activities received cover-
age in the media and have 
been shared on Facebook and 
it wasn’t just farmers who were 
displeased.

“This is not the right way to 
address Covid-19 problems or 
it isn’t fair to the farmers,” 
Saroeun said.

a g r ic u lt u re m i n i st r y 
spokesman Srey Vuthy could 
not be reached for comment 
on may 2.

Long Kimmarita

THE Siem Reap Provincial 
administration has temporar-
ily closed a clinic in mondul 3 
village in Siem Reap town’s 
Slakram commune after four 
of its patients tested positive 
for Covid-19 on may 2. 

In a press release on the 
night of may 2, the administra-
tion urged people who have 
been in contact with them to 
get tested and self-quaran-
tine.

according to the administra-
tion, the four new cases are 
linked to the February 20 out-
break.  One of them is 30-year-
old resident of mondul 3 village 
in Slakram commune who trav-
elled from Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince – one of the country’s main 
Covid-19 hotspots – on april 28. 
Her family sent her for a check-
up at Kong Rithy II Clinic on the 
morning of april 29.

Two of the remaining three 
people are residents in Siem 
Reap who had travelled to 
Prey Veng and Kampong Speu 
provinces. The fourth hailed 
from Prey Veng province and 
arrived in Siem Reap on  
april 28. 

Siem Reap provincial gover-
nor Tea Seiha urged people in 
the province to increase their 
vigilance and implement pre-
ventive measures including 
the “three protections and 
three don’ts”, especially to fol-
low administrative and quar-
antine measures.

“any individual who violates 
these measures will face a pen-
alty or imprisonment in 
accordance with the law,” he 
said.

according to ministry of 
Health, as of may 3 Siem Reap 
had recorded a total of 55 Cov-
id-19 cases with 33 receiving 
treatment and no deaths.

The Tbong Khmum Provincial Administration has set up a 3ha cemetery 
in the multi-use area in Ponhea Kraek distict’s Trapeang Phlong 
commune for Muslims who died from Covid-19. supplied

Farmers harvest leafy green vegetables in Kandal province’s Sa’ang district. Facebook

Four cases linked to 
February 20 outbreak 
found in Siem Reap

The Siem Reap Provincial Administration has temporarily closed a clinic 
in Mondul 3 village in Siem Reap town’s Slakram commune after four 
of its patients tested positive for Covid-19 on May 2. siem Reap  pRovincial 
administRation

Photographers raise funds 
for Covid-hit communities
Ry Sochan

m
ORE than 35 
C a m b o d i a -
based photog-
raphers have 

donated images as part of the 
art4Food campaign, aimed at 
raising funds for food for lo-
cal communities affected by 
Covid-19.

The campaign brings to-
gether photographers from 
diverse backgrounds, with 
photographs ranging from 
daily life in Phnom Penh’s 
bustling markets to Cambo-
dia’s unsung coral reefs.

In a press release on may 
3, art4Food said all proceeds 
will go towards Local4Local, 
a volunteer-run initiative that 
has so far donated more than 
4,000 meals to communities 
around the capital who have 
been hit hard by the ongoing 
Covid-19 outbreak.

“We, the photographers, 
have been living here and 
taking thousands of photos 
of people’s everyday life for 
years”, said Shunsuke miyat-
ake, a campaign organiser.

“The Cambodian people 
have taught us how beautiful 
everyday life in Cambodia is 
... We can’t

thank them enough for 
their kindness. So, we have 
decided to give it back to 
them through photography,” 
he said. 

Local4Local aims to create 
a sustainable programme by 
purchasing meals prepared 
by street vendors which are 
delivered by cyclo drivers to 

communities that need them 
the most.

“It’s incredible to see Phnom 
Penh’s photography commu-
nity come together for one 
cause. any

photographers who want to 
join the campaign please get 
in touch,” said Shunsuke.

art4Food organiser Raphael 
Pech and Shunsuke told The 
Post on may 3 that the cam-
paign’s next plan is to make 
this idea of promoting art for 
charity sustainable. 

“But also for the artists, 
[this is] something balanced 

between charity, artists and 
print professionals, showcas-
ing anonymous talent and 
developing fine art photos in 
Cambodia,” they said. 

Prints start from $10.50 and 
are available for purchase on 
the campaign’s website(https://
www.art4food.org/) until the 
end of the month.

The full gallery can also be 
seen on the campaign’s in-
stagram (@art4foodkh) and 
updates of

Local4Local’s work on Tele-
gram (https://t.me/local4lo-
cal).

art4Food is a creative cam-
paign created by a group of 
diverse photographers in 
Cambodia

seeking to create the first 
online social art gallery, where 
all proceeds raised from art-
work go towards Local4Local.

Local4Local is a youth-run 
food-drive that supports a 
three-way sustainable ecosys-
tem where meals are prepared 
and cooked by street vendors, 
delivered by cyclo drivers, 
and received by those in need 
on the streets in different ar-
eas of Phnom Penh.

Local4Local is a youth-run food-drive that supports a three-way sustainable ecosystem where meals are 
prepared and cooked by street vendors, delivered by cyclo drivers, and received by those in need on the 
streets in different areas of Phnom Penh. supplied
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,500 16,600 16,600 16,460

2 GTI 4,380 4,400 4,400 4,280

3 PAS 13,040 13,080 13,080 13,000

4 PEPC 3,080 3,080 3,080 3,070

5 PPAP 13,560 14,300 14,300 13,560

6 PPSP 1,900 1,880 1,900 1,880

7 PWSA 6,860 6,780 6,880 6,780

Date: May 3, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2561 6.5671 110.61 4.1425 1.3451 31.41 0.7620 1.1742 1.3858

ambassador courts investors from South Korea’s ansan

Thou Vireak

N
EaRLy 9,000 domestic trips were 
made to tourist destinations in 
the first week after the govern-
ment lifted an inter-provincial 

travel ban and reopened tourist-resorts, ac-
cording to minister of Tourism on may 3.

The travel ban and closures of all resorts 
were imposed on april 6 and 17 respective-
ly in a bid to curb the spread of Covid-19, 
especially during Khmer New year holiday.

Khon said that while some tourist destina-
tions have yet to reopen, a modest 8,960 do-
mestic trips were made across the Kingdom 
from april 26 to may 2, with Cambodians 
accounting for 8,754 and foreigners 206.

The number of Cambodians travelling 
across the Kingdom pales in comparison to 
before the February 20 community outbreak, 
he said, adding that authorities have not yet 
allowed all tourist destinations in Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province to reopen.

“In other provinces, provincial admin-
istrations are very cautious in reopening 
resorts and tourist destinations. The min-
istry will not allow them to reopen if they 
don’t follow the health guidelines, and 
some tourism sites place restrictions on 
travel over safety concerns,” he said.

Khon added that the ministry will con-
tinue to urge the Phnom Penh municipal 
and provincial tourism departments to 
further strengthen and increase coop-
eration with provincial administrations 
and business owners to increase safety 
education, and guidance for visitors and 
tourism service providers to ensure safe-
ty and public health.

“most of the tourists are simply taking very 
brief sightseeing trips to hang out with fam-
ily and most of them are locals,” he said.

Cambodia association of Travel agents 
president Chhay Sivlin said that although 
domestic tourism is limited now, the 
prompt reopening of resorts would help 
owners prepare in advance for a wider 
reopening of the tourism sector.

“During the initial opening, they [re-
sorts] won’t receive many visitors, but 
at least they’ll earn revenue and revive 
sales. I think that the reopening will help 
businesses at the grassroots level, and is 
a starting point for tourism,” said Sivlin.

according to ministry spokesman Top 
Sopheak, there were a total of 557 poten-
tial resorts and tourism destinations in 
Cambodia, including the newly estab-
lished resorts in the Covid-19 era.

and according to the ministry, domestic 
tourism spending was about $400 million 
in 2020. Some 1.31 million international 
tourists visited Cambodia, down by 80.2 
per cent from 6.61 million in 2019.

Domestic travellers made about 7.23 
million trips to tourist-resorts in the 
Kingdom last year, down by nearly 36.1 
per cent from 11.3 million in 2019, min-
istry figures show.

Cambodian ambassador to South Korea Long Dimanche. Facebook

Hin Pisei

CamboDIa hopes to attract more Korean 
tourists and investors from Gyeonggi prov-
ince’s ansan city to its tourism industry af-
ter the global Covid-19 crisis is under con-
trol, according to Cambodian ambassador 
to South Korea Long Dimanche.

The Cambodian embassy in Seoul on 
april 29 made a presentation entitled “Why 
Choose Cambodia” to leaders, officials, 
investors and the general public at ansan 
City Hall to showcase the potential and op-
portunities that Cambodia has to offer in 
terms of investment and tourism.

Dimanche told The Post on may 2 that 
he is optimistic that Korean tourism move-
ment and investment in Cambodia will in-
crease after the Covid-19 pandemic eases.

He said regular forums are organised in 
almost every city in South Korea to pro-
mote Cambodia’s potential and opportuni-

ties, stressing the improvements in political 
stability, economic growth and diplomatic 
relations that the Kingdom has made.

South Korea is very developed in the fields 
of agriculture, industry and technology, and 
more Korean investment will help increase 
technological and production capacities, 
and boost Cambodian exports to the East 
asian country and beyond, he added.

“after the presentation, many members of 
the public and investors talked to me about 
their intentions to travel to Cambodia soon. 
I also asked them to meet me more often 
in person so that I could share information 
about the many tourist sites in Cambodia 
and its investment potential,” he said.

according to Dimanche, there are cur-
rently about 600 Cambodian workers based 
in ansan.

He noted that ansan is a commercial 
and agricultural centre and a major indus-
trial area, and that Gyeonggi surrounds the 

capital city of Seoul much like Cambodia’s 
Kandal province does Phnom Penh.

Hong Vanak, director of International 
Economics at the Royal academy of Cam-
bodia, said South Korea remains one of 
Cambodia’s major export markets, and that 
wooing more Korean investors would drive 
up domestic production for export to the 
East asian nation.

“actually, Korean investment in Cambo-
dia at the moment is quite large, mostly in 
the construction sector. If there is invest-
ment in other sectors, especially technol-
ogy, that’d match what Cambodia really 
wants now,” he said.

Last year, 1,263 Korean companies were 
investing in Cambodia, of which 227 were 
“large-scale firms” with cumulative capi-
tal investment totalling more than $5 bil-
lion – most in the construction and road 
infrastructure sectors, according to em-
bassy statistics.

Domestic trips in first week
of reopened resorts near 9K

Tourists visit Boeung Yeak Laom lake in Ratanakkiri province. Heng cHivoan

Continued from page 1

of a lockdown has been prob-
able for weeks, it appears there 
have been some initial “teeth-
ing pains” a few days in.

an essential service during 
the lockdown, according to Gal-
liano, restaurant food delivery 
has been greatly restricted due 
to citywide travel constraints, 
an issue he said he hopes can 
be immediately addressed.

“While there was great opti-
mism that the Kingdom would 
be barely impacted socially 
and economically during the 
first year of pandemic, that 
hypothesis has been signifi-
cantly disrupted.

“Unquestionably the meas-
ures taken, the curfew and 
lockdown, are essential for the 
long-term security and safety 
of the nation. The government 
has acted absolutely correctly 
and in the best interest of the 
people,” he said.

but the government on april 
25 lifted an inter-provincial 
travel ban and closures of 
tourist attractions across the 
country. Still, if Covid-19 cases 
rise, local authorities are 
authorised to impose lock-
down on places highest at risk 
of spreading the contagion.

GmaC’s monika said work-
ers and employees have 

received government support, 
and that the association has 
appealed to all factories to 
consider chipping in addi-
tional provisions.

“We called on all buyers to 
not penalise our members for 
not being able to comply with 
the originally agreed schedule 
of delivery.”

“It’s already hit hard on our 
export. but what’s even more 
challenging is the uncertainty 
and unpredictability of our 
future production in the com-
ing months.

“We can soon start, partially 
or whatever, but it has to be 
with the assurance that our 
working environment is safe. 
overall, it’s a big complicated 
task, but I think together we 
can overcome this hurdle.

“I believe vaccination will be 
very quick with the additional 
force from the military side,” 
he said.

and the temporary econom-
ic setbacks come with a silver 
lining.

asian Development bank on 
april 28 projected that Cam-
bodia’s economy is forecast to 
grow 4.0 per cent this year and 
5.5 per cent in 2022, as eco-
nomic recoveries in major 
trading partners boost 
demand for the Kingdom’s 
exports.

Coronavirus curfew,
lockdown ‘essential’
to long-term security



Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  4, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Hin Pisei

a 
group of Hong Kong-
based investors are 
looking for about 20 
locations in Kampong 

Speu province to relocate their 
myanmar factories, according 
to provincial governor Vei Sam-
nang.

Samnang told The post on 
may 3 that the group met him 
during the Khmer New year in 
mid-april seeking suitable loca-
tions to build garment, bag and 
shoe factories or, preferably, 
existing facilities to rent.

“The first option that inves-
tors are proposing is that they 
want to rent a ready-made loca-
tion in Kampong Speu so that 
they can start their operations 
soon,” he said, adding that the 
group has an “investing net-
work” in the province.

He said the province still 
receives a steady stream of 
investments even as the Febru-
ary 20 community outbreak of 
Covid-19 intensifies.

and sweetening the appeal of 
the province for investors are 
political stability, high levels of 
security, an abundance of young 
workers, a favourable geograph-
ical location – between phnom 
penh and the deep-sea port of 

Sihanoukville – and good trans-
port infrastructure, he added.

more than 7,500 factories and 
manufacturing enterprises oper-
ate in Kampong Speu province, 
335 of which are categorised as 
“large-scale”, according to Sam-
nang. all 153 garment factories 
manufacture for export, of which 
43 ship to the uS.

garment manufacturers 
association in Cambodia 

(gmaC) deputy secretary-gen-
eral Kaing monika could not be 
reached for comment.

Hong Vanak, director of Inter-
national Economics at the roy-
al academy of Cambodia, 
stressed the universal desirabil-
ity of foreign direct investment 
(FDI), saying that it is an engine 
of job creation and new oppor-
tunities for national economic 
growth.

He said investor interest now 
is very important for Cambodia 
in the post-Covid-19 era, which 
he noted is expected to arrive 
“soon”.

“If the investment ventures 
come to fruition, it will be a 
good thing for the Cambodian 
economy. But at the same time, 
Cambodia must strive to 
improve the quality of services, 
including lowering the costs of 
transport and electricity,” he 
said.

He added that most investors 
are aware that Cambodia is a 
country with a lot of potential 
and that is favourable in terms 
of investment laws and access 
to preferential tariffs on exports 
to major countries.

at the same time, he also 
called for Cambodia not to let 
the today’s investments go to its 
head, and to better prepare to 
attract more investors in the 
future.

The Kingdom exported 
$7.42028 billion worth of gar-
ments last year, down by 10.24 
per cent over 2019, $1.11673 bil-
lion worth of footwear, down by 
11.69 per cent year-on-year, and 
$964.7 million worth of travel 
products, down 10.58 per cent 
year-on-year, the ministry of 
Commerce reported.

May Kunmakara

THE National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) and the ministry of posts 
and Telecommunication signed 
a memorandum of understand-
ing (mou) aimed at fostering the 
country’s ambitious plan of 
transforming itself into a digital 
economy over the next few 
years.

The mou was signed virtually 
on april 29 between NBC direc-
tor-general Chea Serey and min-
istry secretary of state Sok puthi-
vuth.

“another milestone in our 
journey toward digital economy: 
mou signing between the min-
istry of Telecommunication and 
the National Bank of Cambodia. 
This mou paves way for closer 

collaboration, dialogue and 
knowledge sharing between the 
two authorities. Collaboration is 
key in any endeavours,” Serey 
wrote on her official Facebook 
page.

“If you want to go fast, go 
alone. If you want to go far, go 
together,” she added.

The government is currently 
drafting a 2021-2035 policy 
framework for Cambodia’s evolv-
ing digital socio-economic envi-
ronment that it said will opti-
mally boost economic growth.

The framework focuses on five 
major priorities – developing 
digital infrastructure, fostering 
digital trust and confidence, cre-
ating digital citizens, building 
the digital government and pro-
moting digital businesses.

VIETNam’S index of industrial 
production (IIp) last month 
rose by 24.1 per cent year-on-
year, driven by the positive 
impact of free trade agreements 
(FTa), according to the gen-
eral Statistics office.

The IIp in the first four months 
of 2021 enjoyed a year-on-year 
increase of 10 per cent, boosted 
by the growth of manufacturing 
and processing (12.7 per cent), 
electricity production and sup-
ply (6.6 per cent), and water 
supply and waste and wastewa-
ter treatment (7.5 per cent).

Key industries that recorded 
high increases include metal 
production (37.9 per cent), 
motorised vehicle production 
(32.9 per cent), and furniture 
production (17.6 per cent).

on the contrary, the mining 
sector posted a decrease of 5.7 
per cent against the same peri-
od last year.

The number of labourers 
working in industries as of april 
1 rose by 1.5 per cent month-
on-month, and 1.8 per cent 
year-on-year.

To address inventory and 
promote production in the 
future, the ministry of planning 
and Investment proposes 
localities continue reforming 
administrative procedures, 
simplifying specialised inspec-
tion procedures, and imple-
ment the prime minister’s 
Decision approving the action 
plan on improving competi-
tiveness and developing logis-
tics services.

Sectors are advised to focus 
on supporting the develop-
ment of the domestic markets, 
studying consumption stimu-
lus policies for locally-made 
products, and developing sup-
porting industries. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Food safety law hits delays
Thou Vireak

THE draft Food Safety Law is 
expected to be sent to the 
Council of ministers for review 
and approval after the Febru-
ary 20 community outbreak of 
Covid-19 is under control.

The draft law was prepared 
in 2015 with 11 chapters and 53 
articles and aims to establish a 
food-safety system that pro-
tects personal and consumer 
health by preventing, control-
ling and eliminating food-re-
lated pollution and hazards.

provisions cover processed 
and unprocessed food as 
defined in the law and the 
entire food production chain 
from farm-to-table in accord-
ance with the general princi-
ples of food safety.

phan oun, the ministry of 
Commerce’s director-general 
for Consumer protection, 
Competition and Fraud pre-
vention, said the draft legisla-
tion was discussed on February 
4 by a working group compris-
ing representatives of the min-
istries of Commerce, and Econ-
omy and Finance.

He said the severity of the lat-
est Covid-19 outbreak has post-
poned an inter-ministerial 
meeting that is due to be held 
before the draft law is submit-
ted to the council.

“I believe that when the situ-
ation improves, the debate on 
the legal aspects [of the draft 
law] will proceed faster, accord-
ingly,” he said, adding that the 
edict was prepared in line with 
the government’s commitment 
to fulfil its obligations under the 
World Trade organisation, of 
which Cambodia is a member.

according to oun, the draft 
law will also respond to and 
complement the Law on the 
management of Quality and 
Safety of products and Services 
and other legislation to ensure 
the safety of food products and 
legally hold relevant traders, 
businesspeople, producers, 
distributors and importers 
accountable for their actions.

“The draft law will be 
announced one day. I believe 
food safety will gain another 
layer of guarantee and become 
a channel to attract tourists, in 
a scenario where Covid-19 is 
managed. It’ll be cordially 
embraced by international and 

local tourists, as well as end-
users,” he said.

ministry of Tourism spokes-
man Top Sopheak told The post 
that food plays an important 
role in alluring visitors to Cam-
bodia’s tourist destinations.

all tourist destinations need 
quality food and good hygiene 
to serve customers, he said.

Sopheak said: “Food is very 
important for the tourism sec-
tor, the ministry of Tourism has 
also organised a food tourism 
festival in the past and has been 
selecting national foods for 
tourists to Cambodia to get a get 
a taste of cuisines representa-
tive of tourist destinations.”

Cambodia association of 
Travel agents president Chhay 
Sivlin previously said the law 
would position the Kingdom’s 
food sector as an attractive des-
tination for investment.

“It can also spur investment 
in grocery stores for tourists 
who may be concerned over 
the safety and quality of food. 
This is something essential for 
tourists, because they tend to 
want to eat quality, tasty and 
hygienic foods.

“When travelling to any 
country, guests are always the 
first to ask about the types of 
food and how safe they are,” 
she noted.

Hong Kong investors aim for 20
K Speu factories in myanmar exit

Provisions cover processed and unprocessed food as defined in the law and the entire food production chain 
from farm-to-table in accordance with the general principles of food safety. HONg MENEA

Vietnamese industrial
production expands
24.1 per cent in april

Vietnam’s April industrial production increased by 24.1 per cent 
year-on-year. TOYOTA VIETNAM

A customer checks the mobile application on her phone. HONg MENEA

NBC, telecoms ministry ink
accord to digitise economy

An industrial park in Kandal province’s Ang Snuol district. YOUSOS 
APDOULRASHIM



Risk is an unavoidable 
element in any investment, 
but the magnitude of the 
risk, whether large or small, 

depends on the type of product. 
investing in stocks entails a certain 

level of risk, which can be linked to 
the prevailing economic conditions, a 
company’s performance and stability, 
or market price factors. 

By having a better understanding 
of the nature of the market, investors 
can mitigate risks if investments are 
done prudently.

Economic crises
The performance and financial 

health of companies can be 
interrupted by economic downturns 
– whether the 2007-9 global financial 
crisis, the 2009-19 Greek debt 
debacle or the current Covid-induced 
economic woes. 

Companies could suffer 
financial hiccups, suffer losses or 
face temporary closure, or even 
bankruptcy in some cases.  

During such periods, stock prices 
can plummet as investors fearing the 
company may collapse attempt to 
dispose of their shares to avoid further 
financial losses. New investments 
could also be temporarily suspended 
as savings may be diverted into 
reserved capital to meet daily needs. 

Instability in company operations 
A company’s performance is not 

always stable – it can be strong, 
weak or merely idle depending on the 
economic climate, its internal business 
operations and other external positive 
or negative factors that could have a 
direct impact on its business. 

A fall in a company’s share price 
or its bankruptcy would see investors 
worse off. if bankruptcy is declared, 
common stock shareholders will be 
the last to receive their assets. in some 
cases, they may not receive anything 
at all if the company has large debts. 

Growth in interest rates
The burden of heavy debt resulting 

from rising interest rates could 
hamper some companies’ profitability, 
thus impacting dividend distribution 
to shareholders, and this could 
eventually impact the value of a 
company’s share price on the stock 
market.

Illiquidity of stocks  
Liquidity refers to the ease in 

selling, buying and converting stocks 
into cash. The liquidity of a stock is 
important as it gives investors the 
flexibility to avoid risks. For example, 
if investors wish to exit the market 
due to falling stocks or urgently need 
money for personal use, they can sell 
their holding stocks. 

Conversely, the illiquidity of stocks 
means they may find it hard to sell 
their shares quickly at an attractive 
price.

Fluctuations in stock price 
A sudden fluctuation in stock price 

can put investors in a precarious 
position. such movement occurs due 
to supply and demand for a particular 
stock on the market or as a result of 
market manipulation. 

The share price of a particular stock 

will jump if demand rises; conversely, 
it will drop if supply is higher than 
demand. in such an event, if investors 
fail to grasp the market trend, they 
are likely to suffer losses if they sell 
their stocks at a price lower than the 
market price. 

Unscrupulous investors or traders 
can manipulate the market by driving 
up, suppressing or maintaining the 
price of a particular stock for their 
own financial gain, which could cause 
losses to other investors if they are 
not careful. 

What should investors do to reduce 
these risks?

Portfolio diversification 
The popular investment mantra 

“don’t put all your eggs in one basket” 
clearly tells investors to diversify their 
portfolios or investments by investing 
in stocks from different sectors to 
avert colossal losses should the 
country of your investments face an 
unexpected economic crisis. 

in case investments are severely 
affected if a country falls into 

crisis, investors can rely on shares 
invested in other sectors that remain 
unaffected to earn profits. 

in addition to investing in 
companies from different sectors, 
investors may also consider investing 
in different types of companies with 
different market capitalisation because 
larger and smaller companies have 
different levels of risk and return. 

since business operations vary 
from one company to another, certain 
crises can affect some companies 
while leaving others are completely 
insulated. A good example is the 
flourishing e-commerce sector during 
the Covid-19 pandemic compared to 
many other sectors that are facing 
difficulties. 

Choosing the right stocks 
investors should critically analyse 

the following factors before making 
an investment decision – a company’s 
growth potential, cash flow, revenue 
and earnings, its long-term strategies, 
business quality, share price history 
and stock liquidity. These factors 

can help investors determine the 
sustainability of a company’s 
operations and profits.

investors should also consider 
companies that are committed to 
distributing dividends regularly so 
investors can earn regular income 
from dividends even should share 
prices fall during bad times. 

investors should also consult with 
their brokers to acquire sufficient 
knowledge about a particular stock 
before investing. 

Types of investors and liquidity of 
stocks  

While there are advantages in the 
liquidity of stocks, investors should 
also understand what type of investor 
they are – whether they are long or 
short term investors, or novice or 
professional investors. 

As long as a company is growing, 
liquidity isn’t the main focus for 
long term investors. However, it is 
for short term investors because their 
profits mostly depend on capital gains 
derived from day trading. 

Unlike those with experience in 
investing who can benefit from high 
liquidity stocks, the new investor 
with limited knowledge should 
buy stocks with a medium level of 
liquidity – stocks that need some time 
to get executed, as opposed to high 
liquidity ones that can be executed 
immediately. 

A novice investor is then better 
able to learn about market movements 
and to avoid the strong price 
fluctuations that could see them worse 
off.

Think before investing
A fluctuation in stock price is 

largely influenced by supply and 
demand, but investors should also 
carefully observe as to whether it is 
being caused by investor sentiment 

or the company’s fundamentals, such 
as its cash flow, liabilities and growth 
prospects. 

A change in price can also be 
caused by market manipulation, 
whereby unscrupulous investors 
attempt to deceive by falsifying 
information to mislead the price 
of shares to generate profit for 
themselves. 

investors should examine carefully 
what triggered a change in price 
before making the decision to buy or 
sell. 

For example, if a company’s share 
price suddenly spikes sharply without 
any positive news related to the firm 
then investors should show caution.

investors are recommended to 
follow the latest financial news – 
related to the economy, company 
operations and market movement – 
from trustworthy media channels to 
ensure investments are based on solid 
facts. 

Moreover, to promote transparent 
and fair trading, the stock market, 
as well as securities regulators, can 
launch appropriate strategies so 
investors can invest safely in the 
market. 

Manage risks in stock investment:  
Read the market before investing

THE PHNOM PENH POST // May 4, 2021  // www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM
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 Every investor should carefully assess the risk and return before investing in any stock. SUPPLIED  

Contributed by: The Cambodia
Securities Exchange, Market
Operations Department
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85

Disclaimer: This article has been 
compiled solely for informative 
and educational purposes. It 
is not intended to offer any 
recommendations or act as 
investment advice. The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange is not liable for 
any losses or damages caused by 
using it in such a way.
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SOUTH africa on May 2 revealed 
plans to ban the breeding of 
lions in captivity for trophy 
hunting or for tourists to pet, 
advocating a more “authentic” 
experience for visitors.

The decision was in response 
to recommendations contained 
in a government study into the 
controversial practice.

The panel studied the rules 
governing the hunting, trade and 
keeping in captivity of lions, 
elephants, rhinos and leopards.

Environment minister Bar-
bara Creecy told a news confer-
ence that the study recom-
mended a halt to the 
“domestication of lions through 
captive breeding and keeping”.

“We don’t want captive 
breeding, captive hunting, cap-
tive [cubs] petting, captive use 
of lions,” the minister said.

The decision, which is yet to 
be formulated into policy, is 
likely to set the government on 
a collision course with the pow-
erful multi-million-dollar indus-
try of captive lion breeding.

The minister said the recom-
mendations were not aimed at 
stifling the hunting industry.

“Legal regulated hunting of the 
iconic species under the regula-
tory environment will continue 
to be permitted,” she said.

But the report urged a stop 
to “tourists’ interaction with 
captive lions, including cub 
petting”, Creecy noted.

The practice of hunting lions 
raised in captivity has long 
been controversial in South 
africa, where a large number of 
animals are confined to pens 
ringed with electric fences.

Campaigns to ban the 
importation of captive-bred 
lion trophies have in recent 
years gathered steam in the 
US, australia and several Euro-
pean countries.

The minister said the tour-
ism industry was susceptible 

to negative perceptions.
“The intention here is to 

ensure that those who are inter-
ested in … authentic wildlife 
hunting” will have such an expe-
rience and “will not be hunting 
animals that have been taken 
out of the cage”, she said.

South africa counts between 
8,000 and 12,000 lions at some 
350 farms, where they are raised 
for hunting, tourism and aca-
demic research, according to 
estimates by wildlife groups.

They are also raised for their 
bones, used in medicine and 
jewellery in Southeast asia, 
according to wildlife charities.

By contrast around 3,500 
lions live in the wild in the 
country, according to the 
South african-based Endan-
gered Wildlife Trust.

The global animal charity 
World animal Protection 
hailed the government’s deci-
sion as “courageous”.

“Thousands of farmed lions 
are born into a life of misery in 
South africa every year in cruel 
commercial breeding facili-
ties,” said Edith Kabesiime, 
World animal Protection’s 
campaign manager for africa.

“This is a win for wildlife” 
and will ensure that “lions 
remain where they belong – in 
the wild”, she said.

Louise de Waal, director of 
the award-winning documen-
tary feature film Blood Lions 
exposing the trade, said she 
was “extremely happy” at the 
government’s decision.

The panel also recommend-
ed the phasing out of captive 
rhino breeding and an exami-
nation of the future use of 
rhino horn stockpiles.

Home to about 80 per cent 
of the world’s rhino popula-
tion, South africa has long 
attracted poachers, but it also 
counts more than 300 private 
rhino breeders. AFP

More aid lands in India
amid record death toll
I

NTERNaTIONaL aid to al-
leviate India’s dire oxygen 
shortage arrived in the 
South asian nation on May 

2, as its coronavirus death toll 
climbed to a grim new record.

The country of 1.3 billion 
reported 3,689 coronavirus 
deaths on May 2 – another 
grim daily record, with nearly 
400,000 new cases of Covid-
19 registered across India.

Surges in Brazil and Cana-
da have also highlighted the 
persistent threat of the pan-
demic, with the global death 
toll approaching 3.2 million 
even as many nations ramp 
up vaccination drives.

India expanded its vaccina-
tion programme to all adults 
on May 1, but many of its states 
are struggling with shortages 
despite an export freeze for 
shots produced domestically.

The latest surge in deaths 
came as medical equipment 
from abroad – including ox-
ygen-generation plants – was 
flown into the capital New 
Delhi as part of a huge inter-
national effort.

“People are sometimes dy-
ing in front of the hospitals. 
They have no more oxygen. 
Sometimes [they are dying] 
in their cars,” said Germany’s 
ambassador to India, Walter J 
Lindner, as 120 ventilators ar-
rived late on May 1.

Long queues were seen at 
vaccination centres in Indian 
cities this weekend, with peo-
ple desperate to be inoculat-
ed against a disease that has 
overwhelmed the healthcare 
system as well as crematori-
ums and graveyards.

Social media platforms have 
been flooded with pleas from 
people looking for oxygen cyl-
inders, medicines and hospi-

tal beds as the Covid-19 wave 
causes widespread shortages.

The US, Russia and Britain 
sent emergency supplies in-
cluding oxygen generators, 
face masks and vaccines.

aid from France reached In-
dia on May 2, including eight 
oxygen generator plants and 
28 ventilators, adding to the 
ventilators from Germany that 
arrived the previous night.

The UK, which has already 
sent 495 oxygen concentra-
tors and 200 ventilators, said 
it was sending a further 1,000 
oxygen ventilators.

a group of British doctors 
also staged their own inter-
vention by offering long-dis-
tance telemedicine from Brit-

ain to take the pressure off 
their Indian colleagues and 
allow them to concentrate on 
Covid patients.

New Delhi, one of the hardest-
hit parts of India, extended its 
lockdown by a week on May 1, 
and the eastern state of Odisha 
has also ordered a shutdown.

anthony Fauci, the top 
US pandemic adviser, said 
in comments published on 
May 1 that the whole of India 
should go into lockdown to 
fight this wave.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s government has resist-
ed imposing a national shut-
down but many states have 
imposed heavy restrictions.

a growing list of countries 

have cut flights from India, 
with Nigeria on May 2 ban-
ning entry to all travellers 
who have been in the country 
in the last two weeks, though 
Nigerians and those transit-
ing in India will be exempt.

alarm bells are also ringing 
in other countries in densely 
populated South asia.

In Sri Lanka daily infections 
hit a record on May 1, with au-
thorities imposing further curbs 
on movement and activities in 
parts of the island nation.

“We could face an India-
type crisis very soon unless 
we arrest the current trend 
of infections,” said chief 
epidemiologist Sudath Sa-
maraweera. AFP

Taliban, afghan forces clash as US hands over base
FIGHTING between afghan gov-
ernment forces and the Taliban 
has left more than 100 insurgents 
dead in the past 24 hours, the 
defence ministry said on May 2 
as it took control of a US military 
base in a restive province.

The US military handed over 
Camp antonik in the southern 
Helmand province to afghan 
forces, a day after it formally 
began withdrawing its remain-
ing troops from the country.

The Taliban and government 
forces clashed across several 
provinces, the ministry said, 
including in the former insur-
gent bastion of Kandahar where 
the US military carried out a 
“precision strike” on May 1 as it 
began the final troop pullout.

another 52 Taliban fighters 
were wounded in the clashes, 
the ministry said, without giv-
ing details of any casualties suf-

fered by government forces.
The Taliban did not offer any 

comment on the fighting, but 
both sides are known to exag-
gerate casualties inflicted on 
the other.

Fighting on the ground has 
continued unabated in recent 
months as peace efforts aimed 
at ending the 20-year conflict 
have faltered.

The US military formally 
began withdrawing its remain-
ing 2,500 troops from the vio-
lence-wracked country on May 
1, as ordered by President Joe 
Biden last month.

afghan officials said all for-
eign troops were being taken to 
Bagram, the biggest US base in 
afghanistan, and from there 
they would leave to their 
respective countries.

as part of the ongoing draw-
down, the US military handed 

over Camp antonik in Hel-
mand to afghan forces, the 
defence ministry said.

It said the base will be used 
by afghanistan’s special forces 
that have been trained in coun-
ter-terrorism operations by the 
US military and NaTO.

Photographs of the handover 
ceremony released by afghan-
istan’s defence ministry showed 
US soldiers lowering the US 
flag at the base and a group of 
afghan troops subsequently 
raising the national flag.

The US military has handed 
over several bases to afghan 
forces since Washington 
signed a landmark deal with 
the Taliban last year that paved 
the way for the withdrawal of 
foreign forces.

The deal signed in February 
last year under the administra-
tion of ex-president Donald 

Trump stipulated that all for-
eign forces would be with-
drawn by May 1, 2021.

Biden announced in april 
that the last remaining 2,500 
US troops would instead be 
withdrawn by the 20th anniver-
sary of the September 11 
attacks and not by May 1.

But he said their withdrawal 
would start on May 1.

as the formal pullout com-
menced on May 1, the US mil-
itary said it carried out a “preci-
sion strike” after an airfield in 
Kandahar where it has a base 
“received ineffective indirect 
fire” that caused no damage.

The attack on the Kandahar 
base, which has not been 
claimed by any group, came as 
the Taliban warned that the US 
military had violated the 2020 
accord by not finishing the 
troop withdrawal by May 1.

“This in principle opens the 
way for our mujahideen to 
take appropriate action against 
the invading forces,” Moham-
mad Naeem, a Taliban spokes-
man, told aFP adding that the 
group was awaiting orders 
from its leaders for its future 

course of action.
Since the US withdrawal deal 

was struck the Taliban have not 
directly engaged foreign troops, 
but have mercilessly attacked 
government forces in the coun-
tryside and waged a terror  
campaign in urban areas. AFP

South africa plans to
ban breeding lions in
captivity for hunting

Germany is among the nations that have rushed Covid-19 aid to India. POOL/AFP

US troops and Afghan National Army (ANA) soldiers raise Afghanistan’s 
national flag during a handover ceremony at Camp Antonik in Helmand 
province. AFGHAN DEFENCE MINISTRY/AFP
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a 
SpaceX crew Drag-
on capsule carrying 
four astronauts back 
to earth splashed 

down off Florida early on may 
2 in NaSa’s first nighttime 
ocean landing in more than 50 
years.

The crew reported they were 
feeling well after their arrival 
back on earth following a near-
ly six-month mission aboard 
the International Space Station 
(ISS), NaSa said.

The capsule splashed down 
at 2:56am (0656 GmT) in the 
dark in the Gulf of mexico off 
panama city after a six-and-a-
half-hour flight from the ISS, 
night-vision images relayed 
by NaSa’s WB-57 high-altitude 
research aircraft showed.

Teams aboard the Go Navi-
gator recovery ship retrieved 
the capsule and hoisted it onto 
the deck about half an hour 
later. It was the first nighttime 
splashdown for NaSa since 
the crew of apollo 8 arrived in 
the pacific Ocean on Decem-
ber 27, 1968.

commander michael Hop-
kins was the first to emerge 
after the hatch was opened, 
doing a little jig as he set foot 
on deck, followed shortly after 
by fellow NaSa astronaut Vic-

tor Glover.
“On behalf of crew-1 and 

our families, we just want to 
say thank you … It’s amazing 
what can be accomplished 
when people come together. 
y’all are changing the world. 
congratulations. It’s great to 
be back,” Hopkins said in a 
NaSa tweet.

NaSa astronaut Shannon 
Walker and Japan’s Soichi 
Noguchi were the other two 
aboard.

“Welcome home Victor, mi-
chael, Shannon, and Soichi, 
and congratulations to the 
teams at NaSa and SpaceX 
who worked so hard to en-
sure their safe and successful 
splashdown,” said new NaSa 
administrator Bill Nelson.

“We’ve accomplished anoth-
er incredible spaceflight for 
america and our commercial 
and international partners. 
Safe, reliable transportation 
to the International Space Sta-
tion is exactly the vision that 
NaSa had when the agency 
embarked on the commercial 
crew programme.”

The four astronauts went 
to space last November as 
the crew on the first fully op-
erational mission to the ISS 
aboard a vehicle made by 

elon musk’s SpaceX, which 
has become NaSa’s favoured 
commercial transportation 
partner.

They travelled 114.6 million 

kilometres during their 168 
days in orbit – including 167 
days aboard the space station, 
NaSa said.

after medical checks, the 

four astronauts will be flown 
by helicopter to pensacola to 
board a plane for Houston to 
be reunited with their friends 
and family, NaSa said.

“The reports are all four crew 
members are in great shape 
and in great spirits and doing 
really well,” NaSa chief flight 
director Holly Ridings said at a 
post-splashdown news brief-
ing.

“Really just a great day. It’s 
not very often you get to wake 
up on the Space Station and 
go to sleep in Houston,” she 
said.

Seven astronauts remained 
on the ISS including a new 
crew of four who arrived on 
a different SpaceX craft last 
week.

“Thanks for your hospital-
ity,” Hopkins said earlier as 
the capsule undocked from 
the space station for its return 
journey. “We’ll see you back 
on earth.”

prior to that, two US astro-
nauts made a test mission to 
the ISS in may and stayed for 
two months.

That was the first launch to 
the ISS from US soil since the 
end of the Space Shuttle pro-
gramme in 2011. It was also 
the first crewed mission run 
by a private company, as op-
posed to NaSa.

Until then US astronauts had 
caught rides to the ISS aboard 
Russian spacecraft. AFP

US’ Biden marks 10 years since bin Laden killing

chad’s new junta names transition government

pReSIDeNT Joe Biden used the 
10th anniversary of the raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden – 
“a moment I will never forget” 
– to reaffirm his decision to 
remove all US troops from 
afghanistan.

“We followed bin Laden to 
the gates of hell – and we got 
him,” Biden said in a statement 
released by the White House.

“We kept the promise to all 
those who lost loved ones on 
9/11 – that we would never for-

get those we had lost, and that 
the United States will never 
waver in our commitment to 
prevent another attack on our 
homeland.”

Biden, who announced last 
month that he would end 
Washington’s longest war by 
September 11, praised then-
president Barack Obama for his 
2011 decision to approve the 
secret operation targeting the 
al-Qaeda leader, and praised 
the special forces who carried 

it out in pakistan.
Watching the operation 

remotely from a crowded White 
House Situation Room, Biden 
said, was “a moment I will nev-
er forget – the intelligence pro-
fessionals who had painstak-
ingly tracked him down; the 
clarity and conviction of presi-
dent Obama in making the call; 
the courage and skill of our 
team on the ground”.

Now, as the US begins pulling 
the last of its troops from 

afghanistan, Biden said: “al-
Qaeda is greatly degraded there. 
But the US will remain vigilant 
about the threat from terrorist 
groups that have metastasised 
around the world.

“We will continue to monitor 
and disrupt any threat to us 
that emerges from afghanistan. 
and we will work to counter 
terrorist threats to our home-
land and our interests in coop-
eration with allies and partners 
around the world.” AFP

THe military junta that took power in 
chad last month after the shock death 
of veteran leader Idriss Deby Itno 
named a transition government on 
may 2, the army spokesman said.

The so-called Transitional military 
council (cmT) had pledged to restore 
democracy to the poor Sahel country 
within 18 months after what the oppo-
sition condemned as an “institution-
al coup”.

Deby’s 37-year-old son mahamat, 
the country’s new strongman, named 
a government comprising 40 minis-
ters and deputy ministers, junta 
spokesman azem Bermandoa agouna 
said in a televised statement.

Deby also created a new national 
reconciliation ministry to be headed 
by acheick Ibn Oumar, a former rebel 
chief who became a diplomatic advis-
er to the presidency in 2019.

Longtime opposition politician Saleh 
Kebzabo was not named to the transi-
tion government, but he issued a state-
ment saying he “recognised” it.

Two members of his party were 
given portfolios.

another opposition figure, maha-
mat ahmat alhabo, will be justice 
minister in the country of around 16 
million.

chad was thrown into turmoil by 
Deby’s death, announced just the day 
after he was declared the winner of an 
april 11 election - giving him a sixth 
mandate after 30 years at the helm.

earlier Sunday, the junta announced 
the lifting of an overnight curfew 
introduced after Deby’s death.

The army said Deby died from 
wounds sustained in fighting with 
rebel forces in the north of the poor 
Sahel country last month.

Tensions are high in the country, 
with the military saying that six people 
were killed last week during demon-
strations in the capital N’Djamena 
and the south against the formation 
of the junta.

a local aid group has put the death 
toll at nine. more than 650 people 

were arrested during the protests, 
which had been banned by the 
authorities.

The military has said that Deby died 
during fighting with rebels from the 
Libya-based Front for change and con-
cord in chad (FacT), who had launched 
an election-day offensive on april 11.

The announcement of Deby’s death 
aged 68 came only a day after he was 
proclaimed winner of the presidential 
election, handing him a sixth term in 
office after three decades of iron-fist-
ed rule in the former French colony.

The election held no suspense, as 
his top threats had been sidelined.

Deby died on april 19 from wounds 
he suffered fighting the Libya-based 
rebels, according to the authorities.

a career soldier who seized power 
in 1990 and exercised it ruthlessly, 
Deby died on the day that the elec-
toral commission confirmed that he 
had won a landslide victory, the 
authorities say.

The rebels have threatened to march 

on N’Djamena, where a team from the 
african Union arrived last week to 
assess ways to accelerate a return to 
democratic rule.

chad, with a well-respected fighting 
force, is central to the West’s fight 

against jihadists in the Sahel, where 
myriad Islamist extremist groups 
operate.

France’s 5,100-strong Barkhane 
anti-jihadist force is headquartered in 
N’Djamena. AFP

ISS astronauts splash down 
off Florida on SpaceX craft

US President Joe Biden, seen here departing St Joseph on the Brandywine 
Catholic Church in Wilmington, Delaware on Saturday, said he would 
‘never forget’ the raid that killed Osama bin Laden. AFP

Deby’s son Mahamat took the helm of a military junta in Chad after the strongman’s 
shock death. AFP

The SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule carrying four astronaunts was retrieved from the Gulf of Mexico and the 
crew will be flown to Houston after medical checks. AFP
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HUNDREDS of Thai protest-
ers hurled red paint, toma-
toes and eggs at a Bangkok 
court on may 2, demanding 
the release of all political de-
tainees, including an activist 
who was hospitalised after a 
hunger strike.

The student activist Parit 
Chiwarak – widely known by 
his nickname “Penguin” – has 
been held on remand since 
being charged in February 
under Thailand’s strict royal 
defamation laws. He has been 
denied bail repeatedly.

He faces more than a dozen 
charges for his role in protests 
last year against the govern-
ment of Premier Prayut Chan-
o-cha, which also called for 
reforms to Thailand’s unas-
sailable monarchy.

On may 2, hundreds of 
protesters gathered in front 
of Bangkok’s Criminal Court 
to demand Penguin’s release 
– and that of other detained 
activists involved in the pro-
democracy movement.

“We are here today to show 
that there is injustice,” shout-
ed a protest leader.

Demonstrators chanted “re-
lease the political prisoners” 
and waved a three-finger salute 
– a symbol of resistance for the 
pro-democracy movement.

They sloshed red paint all 
over the court’s entrance, 

where they had plastered 
posters of the judge who pro-
testers believed had denied 
Penguin’s bail.

Protesters also hurled eggs 
and tomatoes into the com-
pound as police stood guard 
with plastic riot shields.

By around 6pm, the group 
dispersed.

Penguin has lost more than 
12kg since he began a hunger 
strike on march 16, and offi-
cials transferred him to hospi-
tal on april 30 amid concerns 
his health was deteriorating.

Student-led demonstra-
tions in Bangkok last year 
drew tens of thousands at 
their peak, but the movement 
has petered out this year 
amid increasing restrictions 
on public gatherings due to 
rising Covid-19 cases.

The movement broke long-
held taboos by calling for re-
forms to the monarchy, in a 
country where the royal fam-
ily is considered untouchable 
and has been treated with 
reverence for decades.

The king and his fam-
ily are protected by tough lese 
majeste laws, which carry 
prison terms of up to 15 years 
per charge.

at least 70 activists from the 
pro-democracy movement are 
currently facing royal defama-
tion charges in Thailand. AFP

Protesters fling paint, at
court to demand release
of Thai student activist

m’sia reports first case of
Indian coronavirus variant
maLaySIa has recorded its 
first case of the “double mu-
tant” Covid-19 strain origi-
nating from India, the health 
ministry said.

In a tweet on may 2, it said 
the B.1.617 strain was detect-
ed in the country.

“The mutation has been 
detected from an analysis 
through whole genome se-
quencing [WGS] after screen-
ing was conducted at the 
main international entry 
point of the country,” it said.

The tweet was accom-
panied by a link to a Berita 
Harian news article, which 
reported that the matter was 
confirmed by health minister 
Dr adham Baba.

“We have detected the first 
case of the Indian variant, 
the double mutant strain, 

through the entry of an In-
dian national when we were 
carrying out tests at the Kuala 
Lumpur International air-
port,” he said.

He added that to date, there 
have also been 48 cases of the 
B.1.351 variant from South af-
rica, eight cases of the B.1.1.7 
variant from the UK, and two 
cases of the B.1.525 variant 
from Nigeria.

“a case involving the B.1.1.7 
variant from the UK was 
linked to a foreigner resid-
ing in Sandakan, Sabah, and 
this was the first case where it 
was detected in an individual 
without an overseas travel 
history. It is likely a local 
transmission,” he added.

On april 27, Senior minister 
Ismail Sabri yaakob said ma-
laysia will temporarily sus-

pend all flights to and from 
India to stop the “double mu-
tant” variant from entering 
the country.

Ships and Indian citizens 
with malaysian work permits 
were also not allowed to enter 
the country.

The B.1.617 variant was first 
detected in India last Decem-
ber, with the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) describ-
ing it as a “variant of interest” 
which suggests that it poten-
tially has increased transmis-
sibility.

It has not yet been categor-
ised as a “variant of concern”, 
which describes strains of 
a higher threat level, like 
the B.1.1.7 UK variant and 
the B.1.351 South african 
variant. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA  

NEWS NETWORK

Thousands in yangon rally
call for ‘spring revolution’
T

HOUSaNDS of an-
ti-coup protesters 
marched in myanmar 
on may 2, calling for 

a “spring revolution” with the 
country in its fourth month 
under a military regime.

Cities, rural areas, remote 
mountainous regions and 
even rebel-controlled border 
territories have been in up-
roar since the military ousted 
civilian leader aung San Suu 
Kyi in a February 1 coup.

The junta has aimed to sup-
press dissent through a brutal 
crackdown involving mass ar-
rests and an escalating death 
toll.

Demonstrations kicked 
off early in commercial hub 
yangon as activists called for 
a show of force and a “spring 
revolution”.

youths gathered on a street 
corner before marching swiftly 
down the streets in a flash mob 
– dispersing soon after to avoid 
clashing with authorities.

“To bring down the military 
dictatorship is our cause!” 
they chanted, waving a three-
finger salute of resistance.

In eastern Shan state, youths 
carried a banner that read: 
“We cannot be ruled at all.”

Local media reported that 
security forces were chasing 
protesters down and arrest-
ing them.

“They are arresting every 
young person they see,” a source 
in yangon told aFP, adding that 
he was hiding at the time.

“Now I am trapped.”
Bomb blasts also went off 

across different parts of yan-
gon on may 2. Explosions have 
been happening with increas-
ing frequency in the former 
capital, and authorities have 
blamed them on “instigators”.

So far, security forces have 
killed 759 civilians, according 
to local monitoring group the 
assistance association for Po-
litical Prisoners (aaPP).

The junta – which has labelled 
the aaPP an unlawful organisa-
tion – says 258 protesters have 

been killed, along with 17 po-
licemen and seven soldiers.

Violence erupted again on 
may 2 in Shan state’s Hsipaw 
township, when security forc-
es opened fire on protesters, 
killing at least one.

“He was shot in the head and 
died immediately,” said one 
protester, who said he rushed 
to hide his friend’s body in case 
authorities tried to take it away.

“They are asking for his 
dead body, but we will not 
give them … We will have his 
funeral today.”

In northern Kachin state, 
security forces also fired on 
protesters, even flinging gre-
nades into the crowd.

a 33-year-old man was shot in 
the head, a fellow demonstrator 
told aFP, adding that many oth-
ers wounded in the attack were 
treated in a “hidden area”.

“They could not go to the 
hospital for treatment or they 
would have been arrested,” 
the protester said.

Urban centres have become 
hotspots for unrest, especially in 
yangon, where residents share 
videos of security forces beating 

up civilians on the streets.
State-run newspaper mirror 

Daily reported that a woman 
accused of supporting an un-
derground parallel govern-
ment opposing the junta was 
sentenced by military tribu-
nal to seven years in prison 
with hard labour.

as the junta throttles com-
munications and informa-
tion, local journalists have 
also been targeted and news-
rooms have reacted by send-
ing their staff into hiding.

The myitkyina Journal – 
based in northern Kachin state 
– on may 2 announced on Face-
book that it was ordered to shut 
down by the junta for publish-
ing materials that were deemed 
“against national security, rule 
of law and stability”.

“We promise to come back 
… if we have a chance,” it said.

The junta’s violence against 
civilians has drawn the ire of 
myanmar’s myriad ethnic armies 
– many of whom have been bat-
tling the military for decades in 
the country’s border regions.

among the most prominent 
opponents is the Karen Nation-

al Union (KNU), which has ad-
mitted offering shelter to flee-
ing activists in the territory it 
controls along myanmar’s east.

Clashes have ramped up in 
Karen state between the KNU’s 
fighters and the military, which 
has responded with serious ar-
tillery power and air strikes in 
towns next to the Thai border.

Thai authorities announced 
that the myanmar military 
fired rocket offensives from 
the air to a KNU base on may 
1, and gunfire could be heard 
from the kingdom’s bordering 
mae Hong Son province.

Junta leader min aung Hla-
ing has justified the putsch by 
saying it was done to defend 
democracy, alleging electoral 
fraud in November’s elec-
tions, which Suu Kyi’s party 
won in a landslide.

The ongoing violence in 
myanmar has raised alarm 
among the international 
community.

During his St Peter’s Square 
mass on may 2, Pope Francis 
prayed that myanmar could 
“walk the path of meeting, rec-
onciliation and peace”. AFP

Anti-coup protesters in Myanmar marched again despite a bloody crackdown by the military junta. KACHINWAVES/AFP

Malaysia has detected 48 cases of the B.1.351 variant from South Africa, eight cases of the B.1.1.7 variant 
from the UK, two cases of the B.1.525 variant from Nigeria and one case of the B.1.617 strain from India. AFP

Pro-democracy protesters sloshed red paint all over the court’s 
entrance. AFP
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R
ECENT articles published in 
The Post – Cambodia’s trade 
deficit to worsen to $2.3B per 
year with RCEP, says UNCTAD 

expert and Cambodia, ASEAN likely to 
teeter off balance with RCEP – raise a 
number of concerns  about Cambo-
dia’s possible membership of the free 
trade agreement. The commentary 
explores its effects throughout aSEaN, 
on the Cambodian economy, and 
debate about how to understand trade 
liberalisation.  Discussion about Cam-
bodia’s ongoing integration into the 
world economic system is certainly 
necessary; however, the articles over-
looked some deeper issues about how 
mainstream economics shapes, and 
constrains a broader debate about 
public policy. 

In the original report, RCEP: Goods 
Market Access Implications for ASEAN 
by Dr Rashmi Banga et al used World 
Integrated Trade Solutions (WITS)- 
SmaRT simulations and concluded 
that aSEaN nations would see their 
Balance of Trade, that is the difference 
in value between a country’s imports 
and exports, increase. For Cambodia, 
imports were likely to expand 13.4 per 
cent, and exports decline slightly. an 
UNCTaD expert noted that there 
would be a loss of tariff revenue from 
membership of about $334.6 million 
per year and that this could employ 
many more nurses in the country, and 
so contribute to improving the health 
of the population. These concerns, 
while important, overlook the nature 
of market processes. 

The diagram (pictured) shows how 
economists understand the economy. 
It is shown as a  circular-flow model 
with  flows of goods and money 
between two distinct parts; a market for 
goods and services, where households 
purchase goods and services from 
firms in exchange for money, and a 
market for factors of production;  
labour or capital, where firms purchase 
factors of  production from households 
in exchange for money. 

For economists the benefits of mar-
kets are clear, they ensure, when as free 
as possible and unrestrained by gov-
ernment intervention, an efficient allo-
cation of resources. This desire for effi-
ciency is concerned with an increase in 
production and return to investors. 
There may be some costs, a decline in 
tax revenue, a reduction in public serv-
ices, an increase in unemployment, 
and externalities; that is environmental 
costs that are not included in market 
transactions. 

However, moving to an ideal eco-
nomic state of rational self-interested 
actors operating in competitive mar-
kets, is an goal of public policy. This 
thinking is an outcome of how econo-
mists view economic development, but 
brings with it a number of problems.  

In the case of trade liberalisation and 
how Cambodia might be effected, it’s 
important to note developed countries 
faith in free trade is in contrast to the 
strategies they pursued to obtain their 
levels of development. 

From 1721 to 1846, Britain used infant 
industry protection, export subsidies, 
tariff rebates on inputs to promote 
exports, and quality control by the state 
to promote domestic industry. The US 
is a keen advocate of free trade today, 
yet between 1816 and the end of World 
War II they had one of the highest tariff 
rates on manufacturing imports in the 
world. In asia, the success of Japan, and 
more recently South Korea, and Taiwan 
have all been achieved in defiance of 
the free trade mantra. While it can easily 
be argued that these economies were 
open to the world in the areas of trade, 
technology and finance, the openness 

was different for specific sectors and 
according to industrial policy. Here the 
distinction between free trade and trade 
in the context of a coherent and country 
specific industrial development policy 
is paramount. 

more recently, the success of China 
and India has confirmed, for the faith-
ful, the virtues of free trade. While it is 
difficult to ignore their export growth 
in both cases, trade reforms took 
place after high levels of domestic 
growth, internal reform, and restric-
tions on the import of foreign goods 
still apply.  Ultimately a review of suc-
cessful economies undermines the 
accepted wisdom that free trade is 
essential for development.  

Economists that are dismissive of 
public concerns often fall back on their 
discipline’s theoretical rigor, but this 
only leads to more embarrassment. The 
theory of comparative advantage is 

often used in arguments to justify 
increased global economic integration. 
Ricardo’s famous theory used the 
example of two countries – Portugal 
and England – to highlight how lifting 
restrictions on trade would increase 
production, and as a result increase 
wealth. In the model, Portugal was 
absolutely more efficient at producing 
both wine and cloth than England, and 
relatively more efficient at producing 
wine than cloth within its own borders. 
If restrictions on trade were lifted more 
wine and cloth could be produced with 
England specialising in cloth and Por-
tugal in wine, and both countries trad-
ing increased surpluses. 

Today the theory of comparative 
advantage is used to justify the move 
to free trade and confirmation that 
increasing global economic integra-
tion is not so much a policy option, 
but a standard that all countries 
should follow. yet the theory suffers 
from a range of shortcomings that 
undermine its ability to serve as guide 
to policy. The theory ignores the spe-
cific nature of capital and labour. Cap-
ital cannot be converted to other uses 
overnight, and people’s skills may 
become useless with changes in pro-

duction. yet the theory assumes both 
are infinitely flexible.  These failings 
can lead to disastrous policy and a 
reduction in tariffs may lead to a 
flooding of domestic markets, a 
decline in domestic capacity and an 
increase in unemployment, rather 
than spur new production. 

In addition, it assumes that compara-
tive advantage arises from a country’s 
natural endowments and fails to dis-
cuss or consider how economic success 
can be created.  as a result, the theory 
cannot contribute to discussions sur-
rounding the rise or decline of a coun-
try’s economy. Here the advocates of 
comparative advantage maintain fideli-
ty to how they believe markets work, 
and ignore the reality of how they actu-
ally operate. all theories make assump-
tions and the process of theorising is 
inevitably selective. However, the advo-
cates of liberalisation use the theory of 

comparative advantage as a guide to 
economic policy making overlook its 
limitations, and appear to celebrate it 
as an approximation of reality when 
this is clearly not the case.

Economists like to highlight the role 
of models in their work and use them 
to justify policy choices. Economic 
models are a simplified version of real-
ity that aim to identify how specific  
variables interact with one another, 
and then from this understanding,  
make suggestions about policy.  The 
original report, ‘RCEP: Goods market 
access Implications for aSEaN’ by Dr 
Rashmi Banga et al used World Inte-
grated Trade Solutions (WITS)-SmaRT 
simulations and suggested that the 
assumptions built into the general 
equilibrium models, for example, ‘per-
fect competition, full employment and 
balanced government budgets’ often 
used to assess trade liberalisation 
ensure that the outcomes are skewed 
in favour of liberalisation.

This concern with the reality of 
modeling is welcome, but further 
reveals the limitations of mainstream 
economics. The aim of economic 
growth through trade overlooks how 
such policies will contribute to 

greenhouse gases and exacerbate cli-
mate change. Economic growth sim-
ply cannot be separated from energy 
consumption. The belief that green 
growth, growth with declining use of 
energy and resources can in turn 
allow an economy to expand indefi-
nitely is a fiction. 

a 2019 report, ‘Decoupling 
debunked: Evidence and arguments 
against green growth as a sole strategy 
for sustainability, concluded that  “. . 
. there [is] no empirical evidence 
supporting the existence of a decou-
pling of economic growth from envi-
ronmental pressures on anywhere 
near the scale needed to deal with 
environmental breakdown...”

Here, one might like to reflect on an 
agreement that while it aims to pro-
mote the expansion of regional trade, 
investment and contribute to develop-
ment, it will also contribute to climate 
change. 

Compounding the problem is that 
current economic models used by 
the IPCC understate the damages 
that are likely to occur as the climate 
changes, and hence minimise the 
urgency for politicians to act. more 
realistic models highlight the need 
for urgent action, however main-
stream economics is, as the diagram 
above shows, is wedded to the idea of 
an economy in isolation from the 
natural world. 

Discussion about why Cambodia’s 
economic integration should be a 
focus of the country’s development 
agenda has to be understood in the 
context of today’s economics. main-
stream economics suffers from a 
market fundamentalism that reck-
lessly celebrates its imagined work-
ings while ignoring salient critiques 
of its theorising, economic history, 
and the physical  world it operates in. 
Cambodia is in the awkward position 
of being a developing country still  
trying to strengthen its institutions, 
while securing opportunities for a 
growing population. 

In addition, decisions about Climate 
Change and what action developed 
countries should take are likely to be 
made in forums beyond its reach. In 
such a context there are no simple 
answers, but a more context specific 
approach to policy making in Cambo-
dia would reveal options that the cur-
rent ideology ignores.

The writer is formerly a consultant on rural 
development and agriculture with local NGOs

Opinion
Michael Powel

The poverty of economics and trade

Mainstream economics is, as 
the diagram shows, wedded to 

the idea of an economy in 
isolation from the natural world



13THE PHNOM PENH POST  may  4, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle

Hong Raksmey

T
HE distance from 
Siem Reap to Sydney, 
australia, is 7,252 km. 
The flight takes more 

than 13 hours, but if some-
one could somehow walk the 
entire distance and traverse 
the oceans on foot it would 
amount to around 9,572,640 
steps and you’d need to take 
about 319,000 steps per day to 
make it in one month.

The Walk to Cambodia is 
an annual fitness challenge 
where participants are en-
couraged to collectively walk a 
distance equal to the distance 
from australia to Cambodia. 

“We do that by tracking our 
steps every day in april, and 
along the way we collect fun 
badges with info about the dif-
ferent landmarks and cities we 
have walked to in Cambodia,” 
said Sally Hetherington, the 
CEO of Human and Hope.

Sally, the founder of Human 
and Hope australia who pre-
fers to go by her first name, 
told The Post that “we also host 
community walks across aus-
tralia that anyone can join.”

The walk to Cambodia is of 
course virtual so people can 
walk from anywhere to any-
where or even just around in 
circles if they’d like as long as 
they meet the required num-
ber of steps taken. The ease 
with which people are able to 
join the event has allowed it to 
quickly grow year on year.

“you walk where possible. So 
far, we have walked the distance 
from australia to Cambodia 
and back to australia and back 
to Cambodia,” Sally said. 

“We have participants from 
more than 10 countries, in-
cluding the staff at HHa Cam-
bodia,” said Sally, who moved 
to Cambodia 10 years ago to 
work as a volunteer coordina-
tor at a school for disadvan-
taged children. 

Those who joined the event 

were given their own login 
through the walktocambodia.
org website to log their steps 
each day. 

The event for april 2021 
is now finished, but it will 
be back next april and they 
plan on making it bigger than 
ever. If you’d like to reminders 
about the event or updates on 
its progress follow it on social 
media:  @walktocambodia on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

you can also get support 
from the organisation to host 
your own Walk to Cambodia 
at any time of the year to raise 
funds to support HHa. 

“The campaign runs from 
april 1-30 each year and we 
are still collecting funds into 
may,” Sally said.

all participants have their 
own fundraising pages, 
whether it is an individual or 
a team, and they can encour-
age their friends and families 
to donate.

The Walk to Cambodia was 
launched in 2019 as an ini-
tiative of Human and Hope 
australia to raise funds for the 
Human and Hope association 
(HHa) in Cambodia. 

“We raise funds to support 
the Siem Reap-based NGO 
HHa so that their local staff 
can run their projects because 
we believe that local staff are 
the people best placed to 
solve the issues in their com-
munity,” she says. 

She said that this was the 
third year that Walk to Cam-
bodia had been held and that 
it was a great way of getting 
people involved with a good 
cause and have fun in a way 
that they also benefited from. 

more than $20,000 was 
raised by this year’s event and 
all funds will be sent to HHa 
to support their education 
programs.

“What’s really impactful is 
that for every $120 raised, we 
can support a child living in 
poverty in rural Cambodia to 

receive a year of education,” 
said Sally.

This means that 166 children 
are going to get an education 
for an entire year, according to 
Walk to Cambodia.

“There are 84 students who 
still need support, so we are 
trying to raise funds to sup-
port them before our fund-
raising pages are closed on 
may 9,” Sally says. 

Sally built a community 
centre, Human and Hope as-
sociation, with a local team 
in four years after beginning 
work in Cambodia as a volun-
teer in 2011 when she was 25 
years old. 

Now the association is run 
entirely by local people and 
Sally herself was successfully 
made redundant in 2016. She 
now focuses on raising funds 
to empower communities 
through education, commu-
nity development and voca-
tional training.

“I now lead Human and 
Hope association Inc, raising 
crucial funds in australia so 
we can empower communi-
ties to reduce inequalities. 

 who since 2012 has driven 
initiatives to raise more than 
$500k to support communi-
ties in Cambodia. 

“I am passionate about rais-
ing awareness about the unin-
tended consequences of vol-
untourism,” said Sally.

Voluntourism seems like a 
fine idea on the surface, she 
explains, but in many coun-
tries it is encouraging the cre-
ation of orphanages in order 
to give the tourists places to 
volunteer at with appealing 
photo-ops with the cute kids. 

Sally continues explaining 
that the voluntourists mean 
well, just like a person who 
gives a child-beggar money 
means well, but both actions 
end up hurting the child more 
than helping because there 
are adults behind the scenes 
who are profiting from the 
existence of these orphanages 
and collecting money from 
the child-beggars, who are 
kept out of school to work on 
the streets. 

Thai San, managing Direc-
tor of HHa who has worked 
with Sally for more than five 

years, said that she is one of 
the greatest people he’s ever 
met and someone who is pas-
sionate about helping and 
empowering the Cambodian 
people. 

“She also inspired us; our 
staff are empowered and un-
derstand the value of helping 
their community,” said San.

“although she left Cambo-
dia in 2016, she is still doing 
a great job and working hard 
to support us through Human 
and Hope australia doing 
fundraising,” San says.  

HHa provides English and 
Khmer language-based class-
es that include facilities with a 
preschool and a library to over 
250 students. 

Recently more than 100 stu-
dents from Siem Reap’s Sab-
our commune whose families 
ares living in poverty received 
scholarships to study with 
HHa. 

Right now HHa is rolling out 
programs in place to respond 
to the coronavirus outbreak, 
particularly to help those in 
need during the lockdown. 

Students who have Inter-

net access are being taught 
through online classes, but 
due to some staff living in 
locked down areas where they 
can’t borrow books to stu-
dents, they keep in touch with 
those students via telephone. 

“HHa has a range of pro-
grammes that support whole 
families and in response to 
Covid-19 they initiated tuk-tuk 
hygiene outreach for distribu-
tion of World Health Organiza-
tion information, face masks 
and hand soap.

“They also distributed emer-
gency food packs to over 1,100 
families and have provided 
training and resources for 300 
families to establish their own 
home food gardens,” Sally 
says. 

The centre also provides vo-
cational training with social dis-
tancing through sewing classes 
for adults, which resumed at 
the end of last month. 

There are only six students 
in each class which allows ev-
eryone to maintain social dis-
tance by moving apart from 
each other and keeping their 
face masks on, according to 
HHa. 

“It is crucial that this life-
changing vocational training 
continues, as the program 
impacts not only on these 
women’s ability to provide for 
their families, but also their 
knowledge of hygiene, nutri-
tion and health, their status in 
their home and community, 
and even impacts their hous-
ing,” said San. 

Those who want to support 
the Walk to Cambodia and 
Human and Hope association 
(HHa) can send their dona-
tions to aBa account: HU-
maN aND HOPE aSSOCIa-
TION / 000939632. 

For more information, visit 
their websites: https://walk-
tocambodia.org/ and https://
humanandhope.org/ or Face-
book page: @HumanandHo-
peassociation. 

‘Walk to Cambodia’ challenges volunteers to 
cover over 7000km to raise money for charity

HHA provides English and Khmer language-based classes to over 250 students. SUPPLIED Students are encouraged to plant more trees in the communities. SUPPLIED

JCI Sydney Community Walk is part of the collectively walk the distance from Australia to Cambodia. SUPPLIED
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Nile reptiles
  5 Hit hard
 10 They’re found within minutes
 14 Pipe problem
 15 Chopper blade
 16 “That was close!”
 17 What results may do
 19 “Que ___?”
 20 Kind of recording
 21 In generous amounts
 23 Buddhist who has attained nirvana
 26 Astronaut’s beverage
 27 Almond-flavored cordial
 30 Big test
 33 Polio-vaccine discoverer
 34 Hair piece
 36 It’s fit to be tied
 37 Singles and doubles
 38 Late columnist Landers
 39 “Terrible” despot
 40 Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
 41 Compound of a certain acid
 44 Splinter group
 45 One was given on the mount
 47 Confusion

 49 “Peter Pan” pooch
 50 Ancient Roman port
 51 Exchange
 54 Highly skilled people
 58 “Pro” follower
 59 Give new life to
 62 Nuclear energy source
 63 Clear, as a disk
 64 Muslim chief
 65 A ___ pittance
 66 College housing units
 67 Agra garment
DOWN
  1 Edison’s middle name
  2 Astin of “Lord of the Rings”
  3 “Legal” prefix
  4 High-flying songbirds
  5 Pioneer pilots
  6 Coal carrier
  7 Absorbed, as a loss
  8 Soft-drink choice
  9 Doomed fictional planet
 10 Add
 11 Workplace activity, sometimes
 12 Makeup or screen, e.g.

 13 On the road
 18 Modeled
 22 Cook’s canful
 24 Floral fragrance
 25 Transport to Oz
 27 Contents of some urns
 28 Acadia National Park locale
 29 Dodge Charger charger
 31 Philippine banana tree
 32 Like a dryer trap
 35 Con men?
 39 Netanyahu’s people
 41 Top-drawer
 42 Not broadcast
 43 Subjects of wills
 46 Female honorific (Var.)
 48 Verdi masterpiece
 51 Alpine transport
 52 Miles per hour, e.g.
 53 One of Seneca’s students
 55 Cotton fabric
 56 Bygone Russian leader (Var.)
 57 Eighteen-wheeler
 60 Alt. spelling
 61 An end to alcohol?

“DIFFERENT WAYS” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

T
iny unicorns and cartoon girls in 
clown costumes line the shelves of 
Wang Zhaoxue’s study in Beijing -- to-
kens of China’s mania for “blind box-

es” that has made fortunes for toymakers and 
even caught the attention of those in power.

The 18-year-old music student is one of the 
legions of young Chinese hooked on snaffling 
up the toys – from pop art-inspired figurines 
to mini-archaeological treasures – to complete 
whole “ranges” through endless purchases.

The toys, first popularised in Japan, have fix-
ated China in recent years, also driving a boom-
ing second-hand market and decorating the 
desks of white-collar workers and livestreams 
of box-opening influencers across the country.

The blind box market was worth 7.4 billion 
yuan ($1.14 billion) in 2019, according to mar-
ket research firm Qianzhan intelligence, which 
added that could soar to 30 billion yuan by 
2024.

Similar to the collectibility of baseball cards, 
most fist-sized packages hold toys, from fairies 
to miniature King Kongs, but buyers can often 
be landed with one they already have.

But once in a while, a rare or even “hidden” 
item – one that does not appear in advertise-
ments for the range – will emerge from the box, 
the holy grail of the collecting craze.

Wang said she has in the past queued over-
night for new releases at toy conventions and 
proudly shows off autographed limited-edition 
figurines in her family’s Beijing apartment.

Her older family members are also fervent 
toy collectors – her mother displays by the front 
door a group of baby-faced figures riding cats.

“it was something quite novel, which got my 
attention,” said Wang, who has now amassed 
hundreds of the toys.

The element of mystery is a big part of the 
fun, although “if you shake it, and then feel the 
box, you can sometimes deduce what’s inside”.

Wang has turned her passion into a small 
business, customising duplicates and selling 

them online for hundreds of yuan apiece.
On the vibrant second-hand market, rare 

figures can fetch dozens of times the original 
price of an unopened box, which usually costs 
$10-$20.

Liu Xiaoli, a nickname, has been collecting 
blind box toys since 2018.

The advertising professional, in her thirties, 
pulls thousands of followers to a Bilibili video 
channel where she documents her box-open-
ing adventures.

She has adopted a technique of weighing 
some boxes before opening them to build the 
anticipation of what might be inside. 

“it feels good to see them all arranged neatly,” 
said Liu, who has more than 200 toys.

Her favourites are modelled after a cherubic, 
doe-eyed character called molly, produced by 
Beijing-based mystery toymaker Pop mart, 
which made its $670 million debut on the Hong 
Kong stock exchange last year.

The competition is so intense that the most 
sought-after toys, such as the archaeology-
themed blind boxes sold by Henan province’s 
official museum, sell out almost immediately 
after their online release.

But the craze has not escaped criticism, with 
state media earlier this year comparing the 
trend to gambling and warning that the prod-
ucts bred addiction.

in a commentary in January, Xinhua called 
for more regulation of the sector and said the 
boxes should not be sold “blindly” to consum-
ers, accusing some brands of “persuading con-
sumers to keep buying and even hyping up a 
speculative second-hand market”.

“One of the reasons behind the success 
of blind boxes is that they divide their products 
into different categories of rarity,” Steffi noel, 
a consumer analyst at Shanghai-based Daxue 
Consulting, said.

“They set a barrier, expressing the idea that 
not everyone can get the most special boxes. it 
generates a sense of competition.”  AFP

‘Blind box’ craze grips Chinese 
youth, mints toymakers a fortune

Music student Wang Zhaoxue shows the ‘blind box’ toys she collected, during an interview at her home in 
Beijing. AFP

The toys, first popularised in Japan, have fixated China in recent years, drives a booming second-hand 
market. AFP
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P
ernille Harder scored a key 
late goal and Fran Kirby netted 
twice as Chelsea overturned a 2-1 
first-leg deficit with a 4-1 victory 

over Bayern munich on Sunday to set 
up a Women’s Champions league final 
against Barcelona.

england international Kirby gave Chel-
sea the lead on 11 minutes at Kingsmead-
ow, finishing off a move she began inside 
her own half after combining smartly 
with australia forward Sam Kerr.

Sarah Zadrazil equalised with a thun-
derous, dipping shot from distance that 
clipped the underside of the bar on its 
way in as Bayern regained the upper 
hand in the tie.

Ji So-yun gave Chelsea a 2-1 advantage 
just before half-time, steering low into 
the corner past an unsighted laura Ben-
karth after smacking her initial free-kick 
against the wall.

Danish forward Harder, who joined 
Chelsea at the start of the season for a re-
ported world record transfer fee, grabbed 
the decisive goal on 84 minutes as she 
glanced in a header from Jessica Carter’s 
free-kick.

Harder was a Champions league run-
ner-up twice in the past three seasons 

with Wolfsburg. 
Kirby made sure of Chelsea’s place in 

the may 16 final in Gothenburg as she 
rolled into an empty net with the final 
kick of the game to complete a 5-3 win on 
aggregate.

“it means everything: we want to play 
finals. We believed from the first minute 
and put in a great performance,” said 
Harder. “When (my goal) went in, it was 
the best feeling ever. We were almost in 
the final and then, when Fran put the last 
one in, it was just a relief.”

The Blues become just the second eng-
lish club to reach the biggest match in 
european women’s club football after ar-
senal, who won the competition in 2007.

“We’ve been through a lot together. i’ve 
been here nine years – it’s not just hap-
pened, it’s been a long time coming. i’m 
going to have a nice singsong and cry all 
the way home because i’m so happy,” 
Chelsea coach emma Hayes told BT 
Sport.

“i think it’s important for english foot-
ball that we made it. english football 
is one of the best in the world and now 
we’ve got to face another top team in Bar-
celona.”

it will be the first Champions league 

final without a French team since 2014 
after Paris Saint-Germain were knocked 
out by Barcelona 3-2 on aggregate.

lieke martens scored twice as Barce-
lona advanced to a second final in three 
years with a 2-1 victory over PSG in the 
second leg of their semi-final in Spain.

after a recent 1-1 draw in France, Dutch 
winger martens put Barcelona in front on 
eight minutes at the Johan Cruyff Stadi-
um with a superb curling strike.

She then ghosted in at the far post to 
double Barcelona’s advantage on the 
half-hour, tapping in a cross from Caro-
line Graham Hansen.

PSG, who ended lyon’s five-year reign 
in the quarter-finals, soon pulled a goal 
back when marie-antoinette Katoto 
prodded in after a goalmouth scramble 
from a corner.

Jenni Hermoso, the competition’s top 
scorer this season, and marta Torrejon 
both hit the woodwork for 2019 runners-
up Barcelona in the second half as the 
Spaniards held on to return to the final.

“Two years ago, in Budapest, we went 
to really live the experience of our first 
Champions league final, but this time 
we are going to Gothenburg to win,” said 
Barcelona coach lluis Cortes. AFP

antetokounmpo 
powers Bucks over 
nets in nBa return

man Utd’s clash with liverpool called off 
by fan protests, Bale hits Spurs hat-trick

GianniS antetokounmpo 
scored a season-high 49 points 
in his return from an injury as 
the milwaukee Bucks overcame 
Kevin Durant’s 42-point per-
formance to beat the Brooklyn 
nets 117-114 on Sunday.

Two-time reigning nBa most 
Valuable Player antetok-
ounmpo, who had been deal-
ing with a sprained right ankle, 
outdueled Durant in the east-
ern Conference clash between 
the two highest-scoring teams 
in the league. 

antetokounmpo finished just 
three points short of his career 
high, which he set two years 
ago against Philadelphia.

antetokounmpo praised his 
teammates for the win, saying 
they had to tighten up defen-
sively against the high-scoring 
nets.

“We just trust one another 
and kept playing hard and 
moving the ball,” said antetok-
ounmpo, who showed no signs 
of the ankle injury. “They have 
great players so we had to lock 
in, trust one another on defense 
and execute on offense.”

antetokounmpo shot 21-of-
36 from the floor and added 
eight rebounds while team-
mate Khris middleton finished 
with a double-double of 26 
points and 11 rebounds.

Durant scored 42 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds for the 
eastern Conference-leading 
nets, who are trying to hang 
onto first place during the final 
stretch of the regular season.

antetokounmpo said he 
didn’t want to get into a scoring 
duel with Durant and just tried 
to focus on the strengths in his 
game.

“KD is one of the greatest 
scorers ever to play the game,” 
antetokounmpo said. “if you try 
to go back and forth with him, 
he’s going to score 70. i was able 
to slow down and get to my 
spots. i kept being aggressive.”

The two teams play again on 
Tuesday night in milwaukee in 
a rivalry many see was a playoff 
preview.

Kyrie irving scored 20 points 
and landry Shamet tallied 17 
for the nets, who have won four 
of their past six games. APF

manCHeSTer United’s Pre-
mier league clash against liv-
erpool was postponed after 
furious United fans stormed 
Old Trafford in protest at the 
club’s owners on Sunday, while 
Gareth Bale scored a hat-trick 
as Tottenham thrashed Shef-
field United 4-0.

manchester City would have 
been crowned english cham-
pions for the third time in four 
seasons if second-placed Unit-
ed had lost to liverpool.

But Pep Guardiola’s side saw 
their hopes of a title party put 
on hold after the biggest game 
in english football was post-
poned amid chaotic scenes at 
Old Trafford.

The Glazer family, already 
unpopular for their leveraged 
buyout of the club 16 years ago 
that saddled United with huge 
debt repayments, were widely 
criticised for their leading role 
in the failed breakaway euro-
pean Super league project.

That prompted United fans 
to call for a demonstration 
before the liverpool game and 
around 200 protesters made 
their way onto the pitch where 
they waved anti-Glazer ban-
ners and set off green and yel-
low flares – the colours of Unit-
ed’s newton Heath founders.

Supporters are hoping to 
pressure american-based Glaz-
ers into selling the club.

Some fans also blockaded the 
entrance to the lowry Hotel 
where the United players and 
staff were staying.

a line of riot police, backed by 
horses, eventually pushed the 
crowds away from the stadium.

The scheduled 1530 GmT 
kick-off was delayed while Pre-
mier league chiefs discussed 
the situation, with United 
eventually announcing the 
postponement at 1640 GmT.

“Our fans are passionate 
about manchester United, and 
we completely acknowledge 

the right to free expression and 
peaceful protest,” United’s 
statement added.

“However, we regret the dis-
ruption to the team and actions 
which put other fans, staff, and 
the police in danger.”

a Premier league statement 
added: “We understand and 
respect the strength of feeling 
but condemn all acts of violence, 
criminal damage and trespass, 
especially given the associated 
Covid-19 breaches.”

liverpool said they were in 
“full agreement” with the deci-
sion to postpone the match as 
the safety of their players could 
not be guaranteed.

Bale back in favour 
Tottenham took advantage of 

liverpool’s inactivity to move 
up to fifth in the table thanks to 
Bale’s first ever Premier league 
hat-trick.

The Welshman was a periph-
eral figure under Jose mourin-

ho in his season-long loan from 
real madrid, but has now 
struck four times in three 
games since ryan mason 
replaced the sacked Portuguese 
coach.

Bale flicked home from close 
range to break the deadlock 
nine minutes before half-
time.

a blistering counter-attack 
from a Sheffield United corner 
then saw Son Heung-min tee 
up Bale for an emphatic finish 
into the top corner.

Bale’s low drive into the bot-
tom corner completed his hat-
trick before Son added a 
fourth.

Tottenham are now just five 
points behind fourth-placed 
Chelsea with four games to 
go. 

earlier, arsenal beat newcas-
tle 2-0 to end a four-game win-
less run thanks to mohamed 
elneny’s first Premier league 
goal and a superb strike from 

Pierre-emerick aubameyang.
Fourth-bottom newcastle 

remain nine points clear of the 
relegation zone with four 
games left.

Victory moves arsenal up to 
ninth, but their season now 
hinges on overturning a 2-1 
first leg defeat against Villar-
real in the europa league semi-
finals on Thursday.

mikel arteta’s team selection 
showed that is where his prior-

ity lay, but aubameyang’s 
return to form is a timely 
boost. 

The arsenal captain had been 
hospitalised recently by malar-
ia, picked up when on interna-
tional duty with Gabon.

after elneny’s early strike 
gave the Gunners a deserved 
half-time lead, aubameyang 
stretched to meet Gabriel mar-
tinelli’s cross for his first goal in 
seven games. AFP

Chelsea, Barcelona set to face off in 
Women’s Champions league final

Chelsea’s English forward Fran Kirby (left) during the UEFA Women’s Champions League semi-final second leg football match on Sunday. AFP

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo controls the ball 
during the NBA basketball match on January 24 last year. AFP

Supporters protest against Manchester United’s owners, outside Old 
Trafford stadium on Sunday ahead of their English Premier League 
fixture against Liverpool. AFP
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Hamilton wins Portuguese Grand Prix for 97th career victory

T
Housands thronged onto 
the milan streets on sunday 
as Inter claimed a first serie 
a title in 11 years to end ri-

vals Juventus’ nine-year reign.
antonio Conte’s side clinched their 

19th scudetto after atalanta drew 1-1 
at sassuolo to leave the ‘nerazzurri’ 
13 points clear with four games re-
maining.

Conte had started Juve’s record run, 
winning the first three titles in a streak 
that stretched from 2012 to 2020.

The 51-year-old took over Inter in 
2019 and lifted the trophy against 
their bitter rivals after finishing sec-
ond last season.

“This triumph is one of the biggest 
achievements in my career,” said 
Conte, who also won the Premier 
League with Chelsea in 2017.

“It wasn’t an easy choice for me to 
go to Inter, at a time when the team 
wasn’t used to winning. They were 
also the direct rival of Juventus, my 
former club.”

Inter are now the second most 
successful team in Italy, one league 
success ahead of bitter city rivals aC 
milan’s 18, but still some way short 
of Juve’s 36.

The Lombardy side had not won 
the title since Jose mourinho’s his-
toric Champions League, serie a and 
Coppa Italia treble in 2010. 

Their last trophy was the Coppa 
Italia in 2011 and they missed out on 
the Champions League for six sea-
sons before Luciano spalletti took 
them back to Europe’s top club com-
petition in 2018.

Conte is the 13th coach since 
mourinho to sit on the nerazzurri 
bench and the club has changed 
hands twice over the past decade.

Billionaire massimo moratti, 

whose family controls Italian oil 
refiner saras Group, sold Inter to a 
consortium led by Indonesian busi-
ness tycoon Erik Thohir in 2013, with 
Chinese electronics retailer suning 
Holdings Group taking a majority 
stake in 2016.

It is the first time that a foreign-
owned Italian team have won the 
league title.

“It’s emotional, and a special time 
for everyone involved in this project 
and who has been with us on this 
journey,” said Inter president steven 
Zhang. 

“To our fans throughout the world, 

in milan and in Italy, this scudetto 
is for you. The future of Inter, of the 
project and of the Inter world is the 
same as it has been for 100 years and 
it will always be this way.”

Inter targeted Conte to pull off 
what he had done at Juve, who had 
finished seventh in the two previous 
seasons before his arrival in 2011.

Former Juve director Giuseppe 
marotta, who had worked alongside 
Conte in Turin, joined Inter as CEo 
for sport in 2018.

In addition to Conte’s reported 
annual salary of €12 million ($14.4 
million) Inter splashed nearly €220 

million on transfers in 2019 after his 
arrival.

Conte has turned the outfit into 
a competitive unit again after two 
fourth-place finishes under spalletti.

despite a mixed start to this cam-
paign behind closed doors amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, Conte found 
the winning formula and saturday’s 
2-0 win at Crotone stretched their 
unbeaten run to 18 games.

Crashing out of the Champions 
League in the group stage in decem-
ber for the third consecutive season 
proved a spur to focus on the league.

“The key moment was in the 

week after we got knocked out of 
the Champions League,” explained 
Conte. 

“We were criticised from all sides, 
in an exaggerated manner. This was 
a group of lads that weren’t used to 
competing on all fronts. 

“We did really well to band together 
and to take these excessive criticisms 
on the chin.”

a 2-0 win over Juventus in January 
fuelled their ambitions, followed by a 
3-0 success over aC milan in Febru-
ary to pull ahead in the table.

spearheaded by Belgium forward 
Romelu Lukaku and argentina at-
tacker Lautaro martinez Inter ce-
mented their title credentials with 
a run of 11 consecutive wins before 
being held by napoli on april 18.

The triumph ends Juve’s golden 
era with the unsuccessful gamble on 
coaching novice andrea Pirlo, who 
played under Conte and took over 
from maurizio sarri last summer.

The demise of a reign which fol-
lowed the ‘Calciopoli’ match-fixing 
scandal and relegation to serie B in 
2006, sees Juventus now fighting for 
a top-four finish and Champions 
League football next season.

“We’ll be back,” warned Juve presi-
dent andrea agnelli  on Twitter.

The Champions League will be In-
ter’s new challenge, having failed to 
reach the last 16 since the 2011/12 
season.

However, the future ownership of 
the club remains in doubt with Inter 
making losses of €100 million last 
season mainly due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The suning Group shut down their 
Chinese club Jiangsu FC in February 
just months after it won the Chinese 
super League title. AFP

LEWIs Hamilton delivered a flawless 
drive in his mercedes to win the Por-
tuguese Grand Prix on sunday from 
his arch title rival max Verstappen.

seven-time world champion Ham-
ilton’s 97th Grand Prix triumph 

extended his early season lead over 
Red Bull’s Verstappen in the Formula 
one drivers’ standings to eight 
points.

In third place in Portimao was pole-
sitter Valtteri Bottas in the other mer-

cedes with sergio Perez in the second 
Red Bull in fourth.

“That was such a tough race physi-
cally and mentally. I didn’t get a good 
start and also lost out at the restart but 
it was a great result in the end,” said 
Hamilton.

“Today wasn’t all perfect and we 
need to get ready now for the quick 
turnaround for spain.”

at a sun-drenched algarve Interna-
tional Circuit Bottas led Hamilton 
from the two Red Bulls into the first 
corner.

By the end of lap one it was the 
safety car which led after the two alfa 
Romeos collided, with Kimi Raikko-
nen’s front wing littered across the 
straight after clipping antonio Gio-
vinazzi’s car.

Bottas carefully controlled the roll-
ing restart on lap seven but in his rear-
view mirror he will have seen Verstap-
pen charge past Hamilton and into 
second.

“That a boy” was the pleased reac-
tion on the team radio from the Red 
Bull pits.

But four laps later and a mistake by 

the dutchman on turn 14 let Hamilton 
regain second, darting past on the 
inside with Verstappen snapping: “I’m 
just a sitting duck on the straight. It’s 
unbelievable.”

Hamilton hit the front with a superb 
sweeping move past Bottas at the start 
of lap 20, quickly establishing daylight 
between the mercedes men.

Verstappen was the first of the lead-
ing group to pit on lap 36, with Bottas 
next, followed by Hamilton, with Perez 
yet to change tyres, in front.

With 13 laps left Hamilton pushed 
past Perez to regain control of the third 
leg of the record 23-race season, and 
from there the race was his to lose.

“I think max made a mistake at 
some point and that was perfect. With 
Valtteri I had to make the move early 
on before the tyres were destroyed and 
I just managed to get him at turn one. 
Right on my limit. Great race,” added 
Hamilton.

“We were not on top of it here but 
we’ll see what we can do in Barcelo-
na,” said Verstappen, referring to this 
weekend’s race in spain.

Intrigue in the closing stages sur-

rounded the question of who would 
end up with a potentially crucial point 
for the fastest lap.

Verstappen thought he’d clinched it 
only for his effort to be ruled out due 
to track limits with Bottas eventually 
taking the honours.

The Red Bulls are emerging as seri-
ous challengers to mercedes’ suprem-
acy but the world champions have 
evidently worked hard to redress any 
imbalance in performance between 
the two teams.

and after three legs of the season it 
is Hamilton in his quest for a record 
eighth world crown that has won 
twice, adding this to his opening suc-
cess in Bahrain, with Verstappen the 
winner in Imola.

sitting third in the drivers’ stand-
ings is Lando norris for resurgent 
mcLaren after the Briton took fifth on 
sunday.

He came in ahead of the Ferrari of 
Charles Leclerc, with the alpines of 
Esteban ocon and Fernando alonso, 
daniel Ricciardo (mcLaren) and the 
alphaTauri of Pierre Gasly completing 
the top 10. AFP

Inter milan fans party after first 
serie a title triumph in 11 years

FC Internazionale supporters celebrate at Piazza Duomo in Milan after the team won the Italian Serie A Championship title. AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton and Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen 
(left) compete during the Portuguese Formula One Grand Prix race on Sunday. AFP
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