
AN ELEVATED metro line collapsed 
in the Mexican capital on May 3, 
leaving at least 23 people dead and 
dozens injured as a train came 
plunging down, authorities said.

Carriages were seen hanging from 
the overpass in a tangle of twisted 
cables with the ends pointing 
towards the ground in a V-shape.

“Unfortunately there are 23 
deceased,” including minors, Mex-
ico City mayor Claudia Sheinbaum 
told reporters at the scene in the 
south of the capital.

Around 65 others received hospi-
tal treatment following the dramat-
ic accident, one of the worst to 
strike the Mexico City metro since 
it was inaugurated in 1969.

Anxious relatives gathered at the 
site awaiting news of those believed 
to have been aboard the train.

Dozens of emergency workers 
were seen trying to rescue victims 
from the carriages.

The work had to be suspended 
because of fears the wreckage was 
too unstable, but it later resumed 
with the help of a crane.

A car was trapped under the rub-
ble, but a person inside managed to 
get out alive, she said.

The police, who brought rescue 
dogs, urged onlookers to move back 
in case of falling debris.

Medics were seen taking the 
injured away on stretchers.

Sheinbaum said the casualties 
were rushed to different hospitals 
in the city.

She promised a structural examina-
tion of the affected metro line, which 
will remain closed, and a full investiga-
tion into the causes of the accident.

“We will report the whole truth. 
Our support to all victims,” Shein-
baum tweeted.

The latest accident comes at a 
time when Mexico is struggling to 
cope with the coronavirus pandem-
ic, which has left more than 217,000 
people dead in the country – one of 
the world’s highest tolls. AFP
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Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA will officially commemo-
rate its first direct export of fresh man-
goes to China on May 7, according to 
Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon on May 4.

This comes after the Chinese Gen-
eral Administration of Customs 
(GACC) on April 26 certified 37 man-

go plantations and five packaging 
factories as compliant with phyto-
sanitary and packaging standards.

On June 9, Cambodia and China 
signed a protocol on phytosanitary re-
quirements for the export of fresh Cam-
bodian mangoes to East Asian country.

Sakhon confirmed via Facebook that 
a ministerial working group is organ-
ising the ceremony for the inaugural 

shipment at Al Jazeelan Food Pte’s fa-
cilities in the capital’s Sen Sok district.

The minister estimates that Cam-
bodia can supply about 100,000 
tonnes of fresh mangoes to the Chi-
nese market per year, voicing opti-
mism that this amount will continue 
to increase from year to year.

“Many big companies have already 
set up mango packaging plants and 

there will be more recognition from 
the Chinese customs administration, 
which will increase the number of 
factories and increase the volume si-
multaneously,” he said.

Hun Lak, CEO of Rich Farm Asia 
Co Ltd, a local agricultural investor, 
told The Post last week that gaining

Mom Kunthear

T
HE high number of new Covid-
19 infections detected each day 
is due to the use of the Rapid 
Antigen Covid-19 test kits, 

especially in the red zones where most 
of the new cases originate, according to 
a senior Ministry of Health official.

Amid the three-week lockdown of 
Phnom Penh and adjacent Takmao 
town in Kandal province, which began 
on April 15 and is scheduled to be lifted 

on May 6, the number of daily Covid-19 
cases has not decreased, with nearly 
1,000 cases recorded on May 4 alone. 

Many measures aimed at preventing 
the spread of the virus have been put in 
place in Phnom Penh, including divid-
ing the capital into red, orange and yel-
low zones depending on transmission 
risks, among other restrictions.

Hok Kim Cheng, the health minis-
try’s technical director-general, told 
The Post on May 4 that the high daily 
records were due to the Rapid Antigen 

Covid-19 test kits, which take just 15 
minutes to detect the virus. 

“Most of the positive cases are found 
with residents in the red zones or the 
zones with the highest transmission 
risks. That’s what led us to lock down 
some parts of the capital with the 
highest transmission rates.

“More than 10 per cent of the samples 
tested in the red zone are coming back 
positive. We are still doing more tests in
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fishy business
women sell fish at a market in an area designated as a yellow zone in Roka Korng II commune of Kandal province’s mok Kampoul 
district on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN
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23 hospitals
authorised
to use rapid
Covid tests
Continued from page 1

this area,” he said, adding that 
the three-week lockdown was 
not a long enough period of 
time to test all of the residents 
in the red zones, but testing 
continues.

Health ministry spokeswom-
an Or Vandine reiterated her call 
for people to practice preven-
tive measures before transmis-
sion becomes uncontrollable. 

“We have seen this sort of 
situation in India now. We 
don’t want to face such an 
event, right? If you want to 
avoid that, you will just have 
to accept that right now will be 
a difficult time. Nothing can 
protect us besides practicing 
the ‘three protections and 
three don’ts’, getting vaccinat-
ed and refrain from non-es-
sential travel,” she said.

On may 4 alone, the ministry 
reported one new death and 
another 938 infections linked 
to the February 20 community 
outbreak, bringing the toll to 
107 and 15,744 respectively in 
just over two months.

as of may 4, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 16,299 Covid-
19 cases, with 10,394 receiving 
treatment and 107 fatalities.

To date, 23 private health 
services have been given per-
mission to use the Rapid anti-
gen Test for Covid-19 while 
three major private hospitals 
Phnom Penh have been per-
mitted by the ministry of 
Health to treat Covid-19 
patients – Central Hospital in 
Daun Penh district’s Phsar 
Tmei III commune; Royal 
Phnom Penh in Sen Sok dis-
trict’s Toek Thla commune; 
and Visal Sok polyclinic in 
Chamkarmon district’s Tuol 
Svay Prey II commune.

Hok Kim Cheng, the health 
ministry’s technical director-
general, said in a live broadcast 
on National Television of Cam-
bodia (TVK) on may 4 that the 
ministry would review appilca-
tions from private hospitals 
and clinics to use the Rapid 
antigen Test for Covid-19 if 
they applied for permission to 
do so.

Kim Cheng said the minis-
try’s working group is review-
ing the application documents 
and has fast-tracked the evalu-
ations in order to make these 
private sector resources avail-
able for treatment of Covid-19 
patients.

He said that when the pri-
vate establishments open for 
Covid-19 treatment, people 
who can afford it should get 
the services there in order to 
relieve some of the pressure on 
public hospitals.

an official at Cho Ray Phnom 
Penh Hospital, which has also 
applied for permssion to treat 
Covid-19 patients, confirmed 
to The Post on may 4 that med-
ical staff there are preparing 
for training related to this test 
after receiving the permit. 

“Our hospital is preparing 
for the ministry to provide 
training on how to take sam-
ples for Covid-19 testing. But 
for treatment, we haven’t 
gotten permission from the 
ministry yet,” he said.

Ry Sochan

T
HE Preah Sihanouk provincial 
authorities on may 3 decided 
to temporarily suspend the 
operation of two factories in 

the special economic zone after work-
ers there tested positive for Covid-19.

The two factories are WEGC manufac-
turing and Cam Icare, located on Nation-
al Road 4 in Pou Thoeung village in Prey 
Nop district’s Bit Traing commune.

Provincial governor Kuoch Chamroe-
un said in a letter dated may 3 that the 
provincial health department’s emer-
gency response team had tested workers 
for Covid-19 at both factories, and that 

two were positive for the disease. 
“In order to prevent the spread of 

Covid-19 to other factory workers, the 
provincial administration has decided 
to temporarily suspend the operation of 
the two factories for four days effective 
from the date of this notice,” he said.

Chamroeun said that over the next four 
days the two factory directors will be 
required to cooperate with the team from 
the provincial Department of Labour and 
Vocational Training to find those who 
were in contact with Covid-19 positive 
workers and get them tested for the dis-
ease by the emergency response team.

Chamroeun said all factory workers 
and employees were prohibited from 

entering or leaving the factories. 
after being tested on-site, they were 

then required to stay at home and wait 
for the release of the test results to be 
able to resume work. 

“In case the factory directors do not 
follow the instructions, the provincial 
administration will take action against 
them in accordance with the law,” 
Chamroeun said.

according to a report from the min-
istry of Health on may 4, Preah Siha-
nouk had a total of 2,023 positive 
Covid-19 cases, with 1,165 receiving 
treatment and six fatalities.

In a separate letter to Stung Treng 
provincial governor mom Saroeun on 

may 3, Chamroeun said a suspended 
worker at the New Star Shoes Factory 
in Preah Sihanouk – who is now known 
to be Covid-19 positive  – had escaped 
from the lockdown zone and was on 
his way to Stung Treng. This worker had 
been in indirect contact with 20 other 
suspended workers at the factory. 

“This is intentional acts of non-com-
pliance with the administrative meas-
ures set forth in articles 4 and 10 of the 
law on the control of Covid-19 and 
other contagious diseases,” he said.

Chamroeun asked Saroeun to take 
“very strict” legal action against the 
worker should they apprehend him in 
Stung Treng.

Preah Sihanouk shuts two factories
after workers test positive for Covid

Preah Sihanouk provincial governor Kuoch Chamroeun on May 3 decided to temporarily suspend the operation of two factories in the special economic zone after workers there 
tested positive for Covid-19. Preah Sihanouk Provincial adminiStration

at least 100 Koh Kong families replant
mangrove forest on encroached lands
Voun Dara

mORE than than 100 fami-
lies in Koh Kong’s province’s 
Sre ambel district have re-
planted about 30,000 man-
grove trees on nearly 13ha of 
land that were encroached 
on previously.

a resident representing a 
community in the district’s 
Chroy Svay commune who 
asked to remain anonymous 
told The Post on may 4 that 
the 63ha in the commune’s 
Chroy Svay Khang Lech and 
Chroy Svay Khang Koeut vil-
lages is a mangrove forest that 
shelters a variety of flora and 
fauna, providing a source of 
livelihoods for local people.

“But early this year, more 
than 12ha of mangrove forest 
was encroached upon,” said 
the community representative.

according to the commu-
nity representative, the 63ha 

concession was revoked by the 
government from a company 
known as Chan Rat Group in 
2014 and has since them been 
put under the jurisdiction of 
the ministry of Environment as 
the government wanted peo-
ple in Chroy Svay commune to 
benefit from the land.

“The people in Chroy Svay 
Khang Lech and Chroy Svay 
Khang Koeut villages have 
protested five times against 
encroachment, including on 
may 3. We will go to the Chroy 
Svay commune hall as well.

“The people’s purpose is to 
demand the provincial ad-
ministration to keep the 63ha 
of flooded land as state prop-
erty forever for the benefit of 
the community,” he said.

according to the community 
representative, a provincial 
working group on april 3 led by 
deputy provincial governor Sok 
Sothy inspected the land, but 

no decision had been made.
Over 100 families have 

planted mangrove trees on 
two occasions. The first was 
on april 24, with 187 people 

participating, and the second 
on may 3, when 107 people 
were involved. a total of 
30,000 trees were planted in 
an area covering nearly 13ha 

of encroached land.
Provincial environment di-

rector Hun marady could not 
be reached for comment. 

Sothy, the deputy provincial 
governor, declined to com-
ment, saying he had not re-
ceived clear information about 
the alleged encroachment.

Koh Kong provincial coordi-
nator for rights group adhoc 
Thong Chandara said logging, 
forest land encroachment, 
and filling canals with rocks 
for private ownership have 
increased a lot in the first four 
months of this year. 

“after the abuse, we see au-
thorities go down and make 
them promise not to repeat 
their offences or ban crimi-
nals from encroaching on state 
land. But we have never seen 
the authorities enforce the 
law…This problem occurs be-
cause it involves conspiracy to 
ignore the crimes,” he said.

People gather to plant mangrove trees on nearly 13ha of land in Koh 
Kong’s province’s Sre Ambel district. SuPPlied



Lay Samean

THE Ministry of Health has iden-
tified Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince as another main Covid-19 
outbreak hotspot in the country 
as – with 700 cluster cases – it has 
the highest number of infections 
after Phnom Penh, Kandal and 
Preah Sihanouk provinces.

In an announcement on 
May 3, health minister Mam 
Bun Heng said: “In Banteay 
Meanchey province, everyone 
is required to wear masks and 
maintain social distancing.”

Provincial Department 
of Information director Sek 
Sokhum said the authorities 
had just received a notifica-
tion from the health ministry 
on the morning of May 4 and 
were preparing to disseminate 
this information to the public.

“In general, imposing mea-
sures requiring people to 
wear masks is not new. Other 
provinces have already im-
plemented them, so we will 
continue to do it,” he said.

Sokhum cited gatherings as 
one of the main causes behind 
the ongoing outbreak. He ex-
plained that during and after 
the Khmer New Year, some 

young people gathered to par-
ty and were drinking despite 
rules against such practice.

“Most of the young people 
aren’t worried about this dis-
ease. During the New Year, we 
had strictly banned gather-
ings. But the youth were get-

ting together anyway out in 
the fields. Like in one case of 
a young man who was found 
positive for Covid-19, he had 
recently posted on Facebook a 
picture of himself at a barbe-
cue with his friends,” he said.

He warned that if people did 

not follow the government’s 
Covid-19 prevention mea-
sures, the number of Covid-
19 cases would increase.

According to Sokhom, as of 
May 4, there were nearly 700 
Covid-19 cases in his prov-
ince with no deaths.

Officials in Banteay Meanchey province distribute food aid to residents in the province’s lockdown areas 
last week. Banteay Meanchey Provincial adMinistration
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Request for Proposal :   Expert consulting team for Poverty  
                                                Mapping with Big Data and Arti�cial 
                                                Intelligence Project
 Deadline                       :    Extended to 10 May 2021 by  
                                                03:00 pm, Cambodia time 
Download Link           :    
https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.
cfm?notice_id=77864

 Proposal submission address: 
https://etendering.partneragencies.org 
Business Unit code: KHM10 and Event ID: KHM41903

Request for Proposal:   Provision of Mine Action for Human                                 
                                               Development Video Series Production
Deadline                       :  13 May 2021 by 04:00 pm,  
                                              Cambodia time.
Download Link           :   
https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.
cfm?notice_id=78124

Proposal submission address: 
https://etendering.partneragencies.org 
Business Unit code: KHM10 and Event ID:  KHM42262

Consultancy        :   International Plastic Management 
                                       Consultant (s)
Contract Type     :  Long Term Agreement up to 3 LTAs
Duration               :  Up to 100 days per year with possibility  
                                      of extension up to three years
Deadline               :  14 May 2021(New York Time)
Download Link   :   
https://jobs.undp.org/cj_view_job.cfm?cur_job_id=98795

UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in terms 
of gender, nationality and culture. Individuals from minority 
groups, indigenous groups and persons with disabilities are 
equally encouraged to apply. All applications will be treated 
with the strictest con�dence. 
All selected candidates will, therefore, undergo rigorous 
reference and background checks.

UNDP is the leading United Nations organi-
zation fighting to end the injustice of 
poverty, inequality, and climate change. 
Working with our broad network of experts 
and partners in 170 countries, we help 
nations to build integrated, lasting solutions 
for people and planet. Learn more at undp.
org or follow at @UNDP.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Backwater B Meanchey province
becomes latest Covid-19 hotspot

Koh Kong provincial governor Mithona Phuthong (front right) and her 
officials inspect an area to build crematoriums for deceased Covid-19 
patients on Tuesday. Koh Kong Provincial adMinistration

Nov Sivutha

THE Koh Kong Provincial 
Administration plans to 
build two crematoriums for 
deceased Covid-19 patients 
– one in Mondul Seima dis-
trict’s Tuol Koki commune 
and the other in Botum Sakor 
district’s Chi Treh commune.

Provincial deputy governor 
Khim Chandy told The Post 
on May 4 that the first con-
struction site off National 
Road 48 in Tuol Koki com-
mune’s Tuol Koki Leu village 
was chosen by provincial gov-
ernor Mithona Phuthong.

This 2ha site of state reserve 
land will be for the crematori-
um and an incinerator for med-
ical waste. The administration 
plans to spend between $7,000 
and $10,000 on construction.

However, Chandy said the 
administration is currently re-
viewing designs of crematori-
ums in other provinces. Phu-
thong will then decide which 
design to use as a model for 
the Koh Kong crematoriums.

He said the crematorium 

would not be modern, made 
of steel and bricks with a cre-
mation oven.

Chandy said currently 
Covid-19 in the province is 
not a serious problem and 
there have been no deaths. 
But the administration must 
be prepared and build crema-
toriums as per Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s instructions.

When Covid-19 deaths oc-
cur, the province will be ready.

“We chose the site near the 
provincial town, located in 
Mondul Seima district, which 
is a central point that can take 
Covid-19 corpses from other 
districts to be cremated. It is 
about 10km from the provin-
cial town.”

“After the completion of the 
first one, we will build anoth-
er. Both the layout and size 
may be the same, just differ-
ent locations,” he said.

During her inspection visit to 
the site on May 3, the provincial 
governor urged officials to start 
construction as quickly as pos-
sible so she can decide on the 
construction of the other.

Koh Kong set to build
two crematoriums for
victims of coronavirus

Gov’t issues guidelines 
as lockdown nears end 
Mom Kunthear

T
HE government has 
issued a five-page 
set of instructions 
to be enforced when 

the three-week lockdown of 
Phnom Penh and adjacent 
Takmao town in Kandal prov-
ince ends on May 6.

According to an announce-
ment signed by Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen on May 4, the in-
structions cover a wide range 
of measures including accel-
erating the vaccination cam-
paign, re-designating zones 
as red, orange and yellow 
depending on transmission 
risks,  and restricting travel in 
red and orange zones. 

The instructions to authori-
ties are to continue to strictly 
enforce health measures and 
require quarantine and test-
ing for anyone entering their 
territory if they are suspected 
of carrying the disease. They 
must pay close attention to 
the people in the red zones, 
especially in helping to main-
tain good living conditions 
and ensuring an ample sup-
ply of food assistance.

The authorities must re-
strict or ban some businesses 
deemed as high risk such as 
entertainment clubs, resorts, 
gardens, cinemas, museums, 
sport centres and any busi-
nesses such as bars that have 
many people gathering and 
drinking alcohol.

There will still be a curfew 
imposed on non-essential 
travel from 8pm to 3am.

Municipal and provincial 
authorities were told to en-

sure public order at markets, 
food stores, cultural and 
religious events, sport pro-
grammes and entertainment. 
Markets that are not well or-
ganised or suspected to be 
high risk must be closed. 

The Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training has to is-
sue measures to be enforced 
for factories where workers 
have tested positive. 

Ministry of Justice spokes-
person Kim Santepheap said: 
“Although the lockdown of 
Phnom Penh and Takmao 
will be ended as stated in the 

government decision, Phnom 
Penh and Kandal governors 
can still enforce any health 
measures deemed necessary.”

“These are the administra-
tive measures that munici-
pal and provincial governors 
have the power to put in place 
for territory under their juris-

dictions,” he said. 
In preparation for the lifting 

of lockdown, Phnom Penh 
municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng led meetings on May 
3 and May 4 to discuss post-
lockdown plans, though no 
details were immediately 
available.

Officers remove barricades from a checkpoint in a restricted zone in Phnom Penh. yousos aPdoulrashiM



K Chhnang
rally rails
over Covid
deceased’s
cremation
ABOUT 20 villagers living 

near a pagoda Kampong 
Chhnang province on May 

3 protested the cremation of a 
deceased Covid-19 patient.

The protesters believed cremat-
ing the corpse at the Chrey Bak 
pagoda in Chrey Bak commune’s 
Chrey Bak village in Rolea B’ier 
district would put them at risk of 
contracting the virus. 

District governor Yong Sao 
Vuthy told The Post that the de-
ceased, a 58-year-old resident of 
Ronuk village in Kampong Leng 
district’s Tgngel commune, died 
while undergoing treatment at 
the provincial referral hospital. 

“The body was still at the 
hospital. We went to prepare 
the crematorium as instructed, 
but then about 20 people came 
to protest, saying they feared 
contracting the virus. No mat-
ter what authorities said, they 
definitely did not agree. So, we 
decided to cremate the body 
elsewhere,” he said.

He said a working group will 
hold a meeting to decide where 
to cremate people killed by the 
disease. The meeting will be 
organised by officials from all 
communes within the district. A 
location far from village or near a 
mountain would be selected.

Sao Vuthy said this is the second 
Covid-19 death in Kampong 
Chhnang. Lay Samean
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ministry warns against buying
unlicensed disinfectants online
Voun Dara

T
HE ministry of Health 
has called on people 
to stop using alcohol-
based disinfectants, 

hand-sanitiser gels and other 
disinfection products being 
advertised and sold on social 
media without a permit.

In a press release issued 
on may 3, the ministry said: 
“according to our review, 
there are at least 12 Face-
book accounts that are ille-
gally promoting the sale of 
alcohol-based disinfectants, 
hand-sanitiser gels and other 
disinfection products.”

It said that in the past the 
Department of Drugs, Food, 
medical Devices and Cos-
metics (DDF) had purchased 
alcohol-based disinfectants 
and some other disinfection 
products sold on Facebook to 
check their quality and found 
that they are mostly counter-
feit and of substandard qual-
ity, containing only methanol 
or methanol mixed with etha-
nol or alcohol.

“These products cannot be 
guaranteed for their quality 
or efficiency or safety for con-
sumers and may contain sub-
stances that can affect one’s 
health or endanger lives,” the 
press release said.

Pursuant to the laws regard-
ing pharmaceuticals, all sales 

of these disinfectant products 
in Cambodia must be ap-
proved by the health ministry.

The ministry warned of le-
gal action against the owners 
of Facebook accounts they 
have identified.

General Department of 
Consumer Protection, Com-
petition and Fraud Preven-
tion director-general Phan 
Oun said on may 4 that their 
inspectors frequently visited 

the sales and distribution 
sites of alcohol-based dis-
infectants and gels that are 
available in pharmacies and 
markets for quality control 
checks.

“In april, due to the ongo-
ing outbreak of Covid-19, 
some opportunists engaged 
in the dishonest business of 
selling counterfeit alcohol as 
a disinfectant,” he said.

Oun said officials have been 

investigating many cases of 
this sort, including at least 
one physical location that has 
already been targeted by the 
ministry. He said they were 
waiting to hear back from the 
prosecutor and are arrang-
ing cooperation with the lo-
cal authorities because the 
suspected location is in a red 
zone, making the operation 
more difficult.

He said that on april 12-

13 the department had also 
cracked down on two online 
alcohol vendors in Dangkor 
district, confiscating unla-
belled alcohol and counter-
feit gels.

 “We seized 272 plastic bot-
tles or 8,140 litres of metha-
nol and five unbranded plas-
tic barrels of alcohol with 
another 180 litres. The cases 
are still under investigation,” 
he said.

The ministry warned of legal action against the owners of Facebook accounts they have identified. HeaLtH miniStry
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Mom Kunthear

SOmE 2,290 million riel 
($560,000) has been provided 
to 21 provinces across the 
country to prepare for the quar-
antine period from may 3-9.

according to the ministry 
of Health’s report, the ad-
ditional budget provided by 
Prime minister Hun Sen is 
between 10 million and 250 
million riel.

“There are 39,899 people 
in quarantine centres in 24 
provinces, of which Preah Si-
hanouk has the most people 
at 26,638,” the report said.

They include 1,348 in Bat-
tambang; 1,085 in Banteay 
meanchey; 189 in Oddar 
meanchey; 349 in Pailin; 48 
in Koh Kong; 1,592 in Pursat; 
180 in Preah Vihear; 1,813 in 
Kandal;  83 in Svay Rieng; 363 
in Prey Veng; 769 Tbong Kh-
mum; 354 in Kratie; 110 in Ra-
tanakkiri; 696 in Takeo; 849 in 
Kampong Cham; 877 in Kam-
pong Chhnang; 87 in Kep; 808 
in Kampong Speu; 1,133 in 
Kampong Thom; 55 in Stung 
Treng; 26,638 in Preah Siha-
nouk; and 473 in Siem Reap.

The only two provinces 
that do not have people in 
quarantine centres are mon-
dulkiri and Kampot.

aid set for 
quarantine 
sites across 
Cambodia  

Factories in yellow zones reopen, 
but not good news for all workers

Firm accused of grabbing indigenous 
community’s land in Stung Treng
Khouth SophakChakrya

m
ORE than 30 families from 
the Kreung indigenous 
community in Talat com-
mune’s Rumpat and Talat 

villages in Stung Treng province’s Sesan 
district claimed that a private com-
pany had cleared their plantations.

SK Plantation (Cambodia) Pte Ltd – 
which has received investment rights 
from the government through the min-
istry of agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries to develop agro-industrial crops 
– has also allegedly threatened to evict 
the villagers from the land they claimed 
to have live on for more than 20 years.

Sin Dao, 42, a representative of the 
Kreung in Rumpat village, told The Post 
on may 3 that the firm now used secu-
rity forces to stop locals using the land.

“They have used bulldozers to clear 
more than 30ha of our holy forest and 
crops. They have demolished three of 
our villagers’ houses and wouldn’t al-
low us to build new houses and grow 
crops,” he said.

Klim yoeung, 75, an elder and the 
chief of Rumpat village, said: “In the 
past, both parties [SK and relevant 
authorities] had met and agreed to 
allocate our community’s collective 
land for the agro-industrial develop-
ment project of this company.”

But the company suddenly sent a 
representative named Sambath to 
stop villagers building and planting, 
claiming the land as its own. 

yoeung called on commune, dis-
trict, and provincial authorities as 
well as relevant units to intervene to 

find a solution to this case.
The Post tried to contact SK Plan-

tation several times, and a man who 
identified himself as Sambath, the 
company’s regional manager, said 
briefly that the firm was developing 
agro-industrial crops as planned.

“I can only say this, if you want to 
know more, please ask the ministry or 
the agriculture department – a pro-
fessional body in charge of monitor-
ing the development,” he said.

Chea Konara, Kon mom district For-
estry administration director in Ra-
tanakkiri province, told The Post that 
the government had granted more 
than 6,500ha of land concessions to 
SK Plantation in two districts – Kon 
mom and Sesan in Ratanakkiri and 
Stung Treng provinces respectively – 
to grow agro-industrial crops.

“Before registering for transfer of 
ownership to the company, a group 
of experts headed by the agriculture 

ministry decided to clear the collec-
tive land of all indigenous people.

“However, land disputes continue to 
occur everywhere. In some places, the vil-
lagers are abusive while others are abused 
by private companies,” he added.

Konara suggested that the villagers 
submit a request for intervention to 
local authorities or state land man-
agement committee at the district 
and provincial levels and other rel-
evant institutions.

Long Kimmarita

aT LEaST 95 factories in Phnom 
Penh’s yellow zones have reopened 
over the past week, but workers 
have yet to return to work because 
they remained stuck in the red and 
orange zones, according to ministry 
of Labour and Vocational Training 
spokesman Heng Sour. 

Sour was speaking at a special 
may 3 forum on actions and results 
of measure enforcement to contain 
the pandemic attended by relevant 
ministries and institutions and 
broadcast on the National Televi-
sion of Cambodia (TVK). 

“about 15,000 workers, or 30 per 

cent, could return to work in their 
factories. But even though they have 
reopened, the workers could not go 
back to work as usual yet.”

He added that the resumption 
of these factories’ operations was 
a good sign, even as the spread of 
Covid-19 has not subsided. He said 
the 30 to 50 per cent of workers 
could maintain preventive health 
measures to slow the pandemic.

However, the remaining workers 
could not return because they lived 
in rented houses and rooms in the 
restricted zones and were banned 
from commuting even if they lived 
near a reopened factory.

Cambodian Labour Confederation 

president ath Thon said that at this 
stage, there was no other alternative 
when the labour ministry allowed 
some factories to resume production. 
Smaller numbers of workers mean the 
spread of Covid could be prevented.

“If the government lifts the lock-
down in Phnom Penh but continue to 
ban people from travelling in and out 
of high-risk zones, it would be okay to 
allow people [at lower-risk zones] to 
resume their businesses,” he said.

Sour said that as of april 28, the 
spread of Covid-19 had led to the sus-
pension of more than 200 factories. 
a total of 1,673 workers had tested 
positive for Covid-19 and more than 
10,000 had been quarantined.

The Kreung community claim that the company has used bulldozers to clear more than 30ha of their holy forest and land. supplied

Garment workers stand in front of their rented homes in Stung Meanchey III commune of Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district last 
week. YOusOs ApdOulRAsHiM

Nov Sivutha

THE Takeo provincial administra-
tion on may 3 temporarily sus-
pended four factories that employ 
1,201workers from various villages 
in Bati district after some of them 
and market vendors in the area test-
ed positive for Covid-19. 

according a directive signed on 
may 3 by Takeo provincial governor 
Ouch Phea, many staff members at 
the firms – PV Industry (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd; Hour Limi (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd; Linton manufacturing Co Ltd; 
and Lun Wei Style Co Ltd – had test-
ed positive for Covid-19 while oth-
ers had been in direct and indirect 
contact with them.

Employers and workers of the com-
panies have been instructed to get 
tested and cooperate with authori-
ties to identify more people who may 
have been in contact with them.

The provincial referral hospital’s 
response team would administer 
testing in Putsar commune or at the 
Bati district referral hospital. If any 
workers fail to test at the appointed 
time, they can be tested at a nearby 
referral hospital or the health centre.

authorities also banned people 
from gathering after the companies 
were closed.

Takeo provincial health depart-
ment director Nuth Sinat said that 
on may 3, the hospital’s working 
group had begun to test for infec-
tions and quarantine workers. 

He added that in the district, 
nearly 40 people including workers 
and their relatives had contracted 
Covid-19.

However, Sinat did not identify the 
source of the outbreak in the area, 
saying only that besides workers at 
the factories, some market vendors 
had also tested positive.

Takeo provincial governor Ouch Phea (left) and officials visit quarantine centres in March. 
TAkeO pROvinciAl AdMinisTRATiOn

Takeo factories closed 
as Covid cases emerge



Electricity demand dwindles
amid lockdown, official says
Thou Vireak

DEMAND for electricity has 
dropped to 1,700MW from 
2,000MW in 2019 and has yet 
to post a significant pick-up 
even as factories and hotels in 
designated yellow zones 
resume business, according to 
a senior official at the Ministry 
of Mines and Energy.

Nearly 100 factories have 
reopened after a short hiatus 
due to the government’s recent 
lockdown of Phnom Penh and 
Takmao town, according to a 
Ministry of Labour and Voca-
tional Training spokesman.

Victor Jona, director-general 
for Energy, told The Post that 
to ensure balanced supply and 
consumption and respond to 

“economic problems”, a 
400MW fuel oil power plant in 
Kandal province’s Lvea Em dis-
trict could be powered down, 
as could some of the turbines 
at hydropower dams.

However, he said, operations 
could resume to full capacity 
if need be.

“Electricite du Cambodge 
[EdC] has control centres 
across the country, so when 
demand drops, they can order 
private power stations to shut 
down to meet demand with-
out oversupply,” he said.

Labour ministry spokesman 
Heng Sour, on May 3 told a 
special forum on National Tel-
evision of Cambodia (TVK), 

Heng Sour, a spokesman for 
the Ministry of Labor and Voca-

tional Training, said in a special 
forum on National Television 
of Cambodia on May 3 that 95 
factories in yellow zones had 
reopened and 15,000 workers 
had gone back to work. This, he 
said, accounted for “30 per cent 
of the workforce”.

Mao Sothea, founder and 
managing director of SHE 
AcroChem Co Ltd, an agricul-
tural exporter, noted that pow-
er supply was seemingly sus-
tainable following the February 
20 community outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus.

“During this period, electricity 
consumption wasn’t as seriously 
disrupted as it had been in the dry 
season last year, probably because 
some companies and factories 
were shut down, leading to 

reduced electricity consumption.
“Energy is very important for 

factories that operate in indis-
pensable production chains. 
On the contrary, interruptions 
in electricity service hinders 

production,” she said.
Prime Minister Hun Sen on 

May 3 signed a resolution to end 
the lockdown in Phnom Penh 
and Takmao at the outset of May 
6, but Phnom Penh municipal 

and Kandal provincial adminis-
trations reserve the right to 
implement other measures in 
their jurisdictions, as the situa-
tion dictates, to curb the spread 
of the novel coronavirus.

Hin Pisei

T
HE Ministry of Com-
merce will continue 
its campaign to sell 
goods at below-mar-

ket prices in blocked off areas 
in Phnom Penh, even as the 
capital and Kandal province’s 
Takmao town emerge from 
lockdown at the outset of 
May 6, according to ministry 
spokesman Pen Sovicheat on 
May 4.

The remark comes a day 
after Prime Minister Hun Sen 
signed Resolution No 61 to 
end the lockdown, giving the 
right to the Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal and Kandal provincial 
administrations to impose 
any measures deemed neces-
sary in their jurisdictions to 
rein in the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

The government first placed 
Phnom Penh and adjacent 
Takmao town in Kandal prov-
ince on April 15, in a move to 
break the chain of Covid-19 
transmission from the Febru-
ary 20 community outbreak, 
which has brought the total 
number of coronavirus infec-
tions to more than 14,000.

Ministry spokesman Sovi-
cheat told The Post that the 
campaign will remain active 
to help those who cannot 
travel outside their areas, “in 

the spirit of Resolution 54, 
until further notice”.

Since the ministry rolled 
out mobile grocery units on 
April 15 and began setting up 
stalls to sell food supplies in 
red zones on April 19, he said, 
the campaign has effectively 
contributed to solving many 

of the difficulties related to 
the food needs facing the 
people living in the blocked-
off areas.

“Overall, we can highly ap-
preciate the successful imple-
mentation of this operation, as 
it has effectively contributed 
to the implementation of the 

Royal Government’s strategy 
to prevent the spread of the 
pandemic, especially during 
the lockdown of Phnom Penh 
and Takmao town,” he said.

He added that private sec-
tor involvement in the cam-
paign has made work easier 
and more efficient, increasing 

the number of items in stock 
such as fresh meats, fish, veg-
etables and other essentials in 
addition to the strategic food 
items that the ministry sells.

Suo Vireak, director-general 
of Virak Buntham Express Tour 
& Travel which has deployed 
64 mobile grocery units to 
people in restricted areas, said 
the company is keen to remain 
on the campaign if authorities 
so request.

The units sold products 
such as vegetables, fish and 
meats at reasonable pric-
es, he said, adding that the 
company’s participation had 
made things easier for those 
in cordoned-off areas.

“So far, we haven’t gotten 
word from the authorities if 
they’ll ask us to continue or 
not,” Vireak said.

The ministry currently has 
11 stalls – split up into 26 
booths – set up in red zones 
and a number of mobile gro-
cery units in yellow ones, ac-
cording to Sovicheat.

From April 21 to May 2, he 
said, the ministry sold 4,578 
50kg sacks of milled rice, 
14,056 boxes of instant noo-
dles, 7348 packs of canned 
fish, 3,427 cases of fish sauce, 
4,244 cases of soy sauce, 371 
packs of bottled drinking 
water, as well as some other 
products.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,480 16,480 16,480 16,300

2 GTI 4,460 4,400 4,460 4,280

3 PAS 13,020 13,040 13,060 13,000

4 PEPC 3,070 3,080 3,080 3,060

5 PPAP 13,660 13,740 13,740 13,600

6 PPSP 1,910 1,890 1,920 1,880

7 PWSA 7,200 6,880 7,280 6,860

Date: May 4, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2561 6.5671 110.61 4.1425 1.3451 31.41 0.7620 1.1742 1.3858

Continued from page 1

access to Cambodia’s fresh 
mango export market directly 
to China would encourage 
plantation owners and export-
ers to ramp up efforts to devel-
op their plantations from tra-
ditional or family-based mango 
operations to commercial pro-
duction.

“This means that the man-
goes are of quality and stan-
dards, in accordance with the 
export requirements, when 
Cambodia is able to officially 
export, so all mango planta-
tion owners across the coun-
try will have to work hard to 
provide mangoes in accor-
dance with the standards of 
the [GACC],” he said, adding 
this month marks the begin-
ning of harvest season, which 
will buoy exports to China.

A mid-December report 
from the General Director-
ate of Agriculture found that 
Cambodia has 124,319ha of 
mango plantations, which 
yield an average of 15.5 
tonnes per hectare per each 
of the year’s two seasons.

Food campaign to remain active Cambodian
mangoes of
‘quality and
standards’

The Ministry of Commerce dispatched trucks to the red zones to sell food products and groceries at 
below-market prices during the lockdown. Yousos ApdoulrAshim

A man inspects the electricity meters in Phnom Penh. post stAff
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Lockdown sparks CSX trading
May Kunmakara

THE local bourse has logged a 
sharp increase in trading even 
as the lockdown enters a third 
week, according to a senior 
official at the Cambodia Secu-
rities Exchange (CSX).

With a dramatic upsurge in 
number of new Covid-19 cases 
reported in connection to the 
February 20 community trans-
mission, the government on 
april 14 announced a full lock-
down in the capital and neigh-
bouring Takmao town in Kandal 
province from april 15 to may 5 
to control the risk of spreading 
the novel coronavirus.

CSX market Operations 
Department director Kim Soph-
anita told The Post that the stock 
market has been operating 
smoothly since the lockdown 
began, adding that some 99 per 
cent of orders are received via 
mobile Trading System (mTS).

“The CSX and our brokers are 
mostly working from home and 
remotely connect to the office’s 

computers for daily operations. 
all our cash settlement banks 
remain operational without 
interruption,” she said.

“There has been a remarkable 
increase in trading volume dur-
ing the weeks of lockdown com-
pared to the prior weeks, mainly 
in the low price stocks,” Soph-
anita said, adding that some 
36,000 stock shares on average 
were traded daily compared to 
28,000 in previous weeks.

mTS is a newly-developed 
system implemented by CSX, 
through which investors can 
trade stocks in a fast, secure 
and convenient way. Users can 
place orders directly from any-
where, view current and his-
torical market data, as well as 
trading account data via 
smartphone or tablet.

according to Sophanita, 
Phnom Penh SEZ Plc (PPSP) 
was the most traded stock dur-
ing the lockdown period with 
a daily average of 30,000 shares 
worth 56 million riel ($14,000). 
However, its share price saw 

no noticeable increase, mere-
ly fluctuating usual, she said.

She added that the CSX 
Index did better during this 
lockdown than the weeks pri-
or, marking a slight 0.7 per 
cent increase and remaining 
at over 640 points.

Since mid-February, the 
index has been stable at around 
640 points, she noted.

“Since the Covid-19 out-
break, all retail trade has been 
dominated by local investors. 
During the lockdown all trades 
were retail.

“The financial sector is at the 
core of Cambodia’s socio-eco-
nomic activity. CSX, as part of 
the financial system, has com-
mitted to remain operational 
regardless of the difficult situ-
ations, to ensure the best 
interests of our investors.

“The previous week already 
proved that the market can 
operate continually. It’d have 
been no obstacle for us if the 
lockdown were to have been 
extended,” Sophanita said.

The local bourse has logged a sharp increase in trading even as the lockdown enters a third week, according 
to a senior official at the Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX). Hean Rangsey

THE Covid-19 pandemic pro-
vided a boost for e-commerce 
last year, but the digital windfall 
was not enjoyed equally across 
the board, a UN study found on 
may 3.

“although it will take some 
time to get the full picture of the 
impact of Covid-19 on e-com-
merce … a number of develop-
ments point to the strong rise in 
e-commerce in 2020,” said the 
report by the UN Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTaD).

The study crunched data 
from seven countries – austra-
lia, Britain, Canada, China, Sin-
gapore, South Korea and the US 
– representing some two-thirds 
of online trade.

Online sales rose 59 per cent 
in australia, 46.7 per cent in 
Britain, 32.4 per cent in the US 
and 14.6 per cent in China.

Turnover rose by 22.4 per cent 
last year to $2.5 trillion, having 
increased by some 15 per cent 
in 2018-2019, UNCTaD said.

By contrast, overall retail sales 
declined by one per cent.

“These statistics show the 
growing importance of online 
activities,” the report’s author, 
Torbjorn Fredriksson, told aFP.

They also underscore the 
need for countries, especially 
developing states, to use such 
data as they rebuild from the 
pandemic, said Shamika Siri-
manne, head of UNCTaD’s 
technology and logistics sec-
tion, in a statement.

a standout performer was 
Jumia, africa’s online retail giant, 
whose transactions jumped by 
more than 50 per cent in volume 
in the first six months of 2020 
compared with the first half of 
2019, Fredriksson said. aFP

mONEy sent home by mexicans 
living abroad hit a record high in 
march, the central bank said on 
may 3, as US stimulus measures 
aided a recovery in Latin ameri-
ca’s second-largest economy.

Remittances reached $4.15 
billion, up 30 per cent from 
February, beating the previous 
monthly all-time high of $4.04 
billion seen a year earlier, the 
Bank of mexico said.

The transfers, mostly from the 
US, have helped to cushion the 
devastating blow to the mexican 
economy from the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Experts say the increase in the 
remittances is due to the eco-
nomic recovery and fiscal stimu-
lus measures in the US, a popular 
destination for mexican workers.

The $1.9 trillion american 
Rescue Plan that US President 
Joe Biden’s Democrats pushed 
through Congress in march in-
cluded $1,400 payments to most 
taxpayers.

With the US economic out-
look brightening, remittances 
to mexico are expected to keep 
growing this year, analysts at the 
bank BBVa predicted in a report 
to clients.

The transfers have become 
increasingly important for the 
country in light of the pandem-
ic’s damaging impact on other 
sectors, they said.

“This positions remittances as 
one of the country’s main sources 
of foreign currency, going directly 
to households, surpassing the 
income from foreign direct in-
vestment, tourism and crude oil 
exports in 2020,” the report said.

Some 12 million people born 
in mexico live in the US, as well 
as another 26 million second or 
third generation mexicans.

Five out of every 100 house-
holds in mexico are estimated 
to receive money from abroad 
– a lifeline for an economy that 
shrank 8.5 per cent in 2020, the 
worst slump in decades. aFP

UN: Pandemic a windfall
for e-commerce last year

mexico remittances hit
record $4.15B in march

Buffalo meat from
India totals $17.7m
Thou Vireak

C
amBODIa imported $17.7 mil-
lion worth of buffalo meat from 
India last year, up by more than 
170 per cent from $6.4 million in 

2019, the Indian embassy in Phnom Penh 
said in a press release.

This figure was revealed at a Virtual Buy-
er Seller meet (BSm) for Indian exporters 
and Cambodian importers of buffalo and 
other meats on april 28.

around 61 companies from both coun-
tries participated in the event, which was 
organised by India’s agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Export Development author-
ity (aPEDa) and the Cambodia Chamber 
of Commerce (CCC).

an e-catalogue containing details of all 
participating companies was released at 
the BSm.

The embassy noted that buffalo meat 
imports from India accounted for 12.28 
per cent of bilateral trade last year.

It said imports reached $9.32 million in 
just the first two months of 2021, and are 

expected to see exponential growth in the 
coming years.

In her keynote address, Indian ambas-
sador to Cambodia Devyani Khobragade 
spoke at length about, inter alia, the con-
sumption patter of meat and meat prod-
ucts in the Kingdom, the gap between 
local production and domestic consump-
tion, and export opportunities for Indian 
companies.

She also expressed hope that with world 
class facilities and the resilient nature of 
the Indian meat industry, “Indian com-
panies will be able to supply good quality 
meat and meat products to Cambodia at 
a much cheaper prices, increase its al-
ready growing market share and further 
contribute to strengthening trade and 
commercial relations between the two 
countries”.

Speaking on the occasion, CCC deputy 
director-general and ministry of Com-
merce adviser meng Nimol encouraged 
companies from both countries to inter-
act and explore business opportunities 
to expand Cambodia-India trade rela-

tions.
In his inaugural remarks, aPEDa chair-

man m angamuthu noted that each ex-
port consignment of meat is subject to 
compulsory microbiological and other 
tests, as per the current Exports &amP; 
Import Policy of the Indian government.

“all export-oriented abattoirs are most 
modern, state-of-the-art integrated meat 
plants, which are certified for Qual-
ity management [ISO 9001:2008] and 
Food Safety management System [FSSC 
22000:2011], and under constant inspec-
tion and monitoring by various govern-
ment agencies and veterinarians.

“all the plants follow the sanitary and 
phytosanitary guidelines given in Codex 
alimentarius Code of Hygienic Practices 
for meat,” he said.

On may 1, however, Cambodia imposed 
an indefinite ban on the import of frozen 
meats and other frozen goods qualified as 
“high-risk” originating from India to con-
tain the spread of Covid-19 amid a dev-
astating second coronavirus wave in the 
regional economic power.

An Indian butcher cuts buffalo meat as he waits for customers in his shop at a meat market in the old quarters of New Delhi. aFP
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With digital 
education 
implemented 
via various 

platforms, this article focuses 
on digital education in 
New Generation Schools, as 
governed by the Policy and 
Strategy on information and 
Communication technology 
in Education and the Policy 
on New Generation Schools. 
the qualities needed by school 
directors, principals and 
teachers at New Generation 
Schools are also explained.

the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport (MoEYS) in 
2018 established the “Policy 
and Strategy on information 
and Communication 
technology in Education” with 
two main goals. 

the first is to adopt 
new management and 
administrative processes 
to modernise practices and 
increase the efficiency, 
transparency and effectiveness 
of education sector 
governance and performance 
monitoring. 

the second is to 
integrate information and 
communications technology 
(iCt) as a teaching, learning 
and knowledge sharing tool 
across the education sector to 
equip students with the iCt 
knowledge and skills needed 
to transition to the 21st 
century world of work.

the strategy is structured 
around five key operational 
areas: (i) infrastructure, 
connectivity and equipment; 
(ii) governance and 
management; (iii) finance to 
support iCt in education; (iv) 
iCt resources for teaching 
and learning; and (v) human 
resource development.

An important component 
of education reform in 
Cambodia has been the 
creation of New Generation 
Schools for improving student 
achievement, with a focus on 
providing quality education 
and schools for the future.  

the establishment of 
New Generation Schools is 
a continuation of the Child 
Friendly School development 
efforts following the pattern 
of practices in other countries, 
whereby certain public 
schools have gained a large 
degree of autonomy from 
the government to promote 
educational innovation. 

As a first phase, the 
Ministry of Education 
established 11 New Generation 
Schools to test systematic 
education reform. 

MoEYS sees equipping 
students with hard and soft 
skills – particularly regarding 
new initiatives, critical 

thinking and problem solving 
– as essential to improvements 
in the quality of education. 

the Ministry then selected 
100 more schools with 
which to establish Model 
Schools, which the ministry is 
implementing under “Effective 
School Management” as part 
of the Secondary Education 
improvement Project. the 
Ministry has also turned 50 
resource schools into “Model 
Schools”. 

the goal of MoEYS is to 
create “Smart Schools” for the 
digital age.

to ensure the efficiency of 
the operations and functioning 
of the New Generation 
Schools, MoEYS in 2018 
developed the “Policy on New 
Generation Schools”, in which 
a number of strategies have 
been put in place to respond 
to the demands of the digital 
age.

these include operational 
autonomy linked with 
innovation focusing on 
modifying the curriculum, 
using technology to increase 
educational efficiency, such 
as electronic lesson plans and 
m-Learning, among others, 
and other forms of educational 
innovation, as well as putting 
in place provisions for 
operational autonomy that 
will be contingent on the 
evidence of innovation.

Another strategy is the 
“intensive Use of technology 
to Drive innovation”, which 
refers to the use of technology 
as a key element in New 
Generation Schools, which 
not only includes access to 
hardware, but also student 
usage of new educational 
software that will enhance 
teaching, learning and 
assessment.

A third is modernising 
learning environments by 
using innovative new designs 

in educational architecture 
to transform classrooms and 
other school facilities to align 
with the standards needed in 
the 21st century.

it should also be noted that 
the pedagogical system of 
the New Generation Schools 
consists of seven main 
components: (i) governance; 
(ii) new teaching methods; (iii) 
technology; (iv) pedagogical 
counselling systems in 
schools; (v) classroom 
organisation and materials; 

(vi) community vocational 
education; and (vii) libraries 
suitable for the 21st century. 

however, there cannot be 
“Smart School” and “Smart 
teachers” without “Smart 
Principals”.

Speaking at last year’s 
teachers’ Day on October 5 
at the National institute of 
Education, hE Dr hang Chuon 
Naron, Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport, highlighted 
the requirements for school 
principals in the digital age.

these include strengths 
in communications, public 
relations and branding; 
ensuring high student 
engagement in learning; 
continued professional growth 
and development; the ability 
to re-envision learning spaces 
and the teaching environment; 
and opportunity.

“teachers play an important 
role in implementing 
education reform. Education 
reform focuses on building 
the knowledge, skills and 
competencies of teachers. 

“Learning and teaching 
is an interactive process 
between teachers and students 
that occurs in the context 
of a quality school and a 
favourable family-social 
environment leading to the 
achievement of studies and 
becoming a model citizen. 

“in the digital age, 
teachers must have five 
main attributes: strong 
comprehensive knowledge, 
including of foreign 
languages; professional 
skills; regular professional 
development to further gain 
experience; professional 
ethics; and digital skills in 
technology,” Chuon Naron 
said.

Digital education is 
supported by the Policy and 
Strategy on information and 
Communication technology in 
Education and the Policy on 
New Generation School, and 
is embedded in the Ministry 
of Education’s Education 
Strategic Plan 2019-2023.

implementing digital 
education via New 
Generation Schools requires 
the contribution of school 
directors, principals and 
teachers equipped with the 
aforementioned qualities. 

MoEYS outlines digital education for  
the future via New Generation Schools

”
Teachers play an 
important role 
in implementing 
education reform. 
Education reform 
focuses on building 
the knowledge, 
skills and 
competencies of 
teachers. 

HE Dr Hang CHuon naron 
MinisTEr of EducaTion, 
YouTh and sporT

one goal is to equip students with the skills needed for the 21st century. suppliEd

MoEYS is creating ‘Smart Schools’ for the digital age. suppliEd
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world
US’ top diplomat
presents new NK
approach as G7
meets in person

U
S Secretary of State 
antony Blinken on may 
3 opened the Group of 
Seven’s (G7) first in-per-

son talks in two years by presenting 
the new administration’s fresh ap-
proach on North Korea, which has 
already denounced it.

With covid-19 raging in India but in-
creasingly coming under control in the 
West, Britain welcomed foreign minis-
ters of the club of wealthy democracies 
to London discuss a post-pandemic 
agenda and prepare for a G7 summit 
in southwest england next month.

India, South Korea, South africa 
and aSeaN bloc chair Brunei were 
invited as guests to the three days of 
talks, which will also address rising 
tensions with russia and china as 
well as diplomacy to revive a nucle-
ar accord with Iran.

amid stringent anti-covid mea-
sures including restrictions on 
movements, Blinken met separately 
at his hotel with the foreign minis-
ters of Japan and South Korea days 
after President Joe Biden completed 
a review on North Korea policy.

“We are grateful to have this op-
portunity to have in-depth discus-

sions with the US after the conclu-
sion of your policy review,” South 
Korean chung eui-yong said, as he 
welcomed the “very positive and 
open message” by Biden in his ad-
dress to congress last week.

the US Department of State said 
Blinken and Japanese foreign min-
ister toshimitsu motegi “shared 
their concerns about North Korea’s 
nuclear and ballistic missile pro-
grammes” in their meeting.

they agreed to work together along 
with Japan’s sometime rival South Ko-
rea “towards denuclearisation of the 
Korean peninsula”, a statement said.

Biden ordered an assessment of 
North Korea policy after his pre-
decessor Donald trump’s unusual, 
highly personalised diplomacy that 
featured three made-for-television 
meetings with the totalitarian state’s 
young leader Kim Jong-un.

the review proposed a middle 
ground by moving away from 
trump’s ambitious but ultimately 
unsuccessful bid to reach a far-
reaching agreement that, after sev-
en decades, could finally bring an 
official end to the Korean War.

But the White House also said it 

would engage with North Korea, a 
shift from former president Barack 
Obama’s policy of “strategic patience” 
– or, keeping Pyongyang at arm’s 
length until its behaviour changes.

“Our policy will not focus on 
achieving a grand bargain, nor will 
it rely on strategic patience,” White 
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said 
on april 30, while acknowledging 
that successive administrations have 
failed to achieve the goal of ending 
North Korea’s nuclear programme.

North Korea on may 2 denounced 
the Biden approach, saying he was 
keeping a “hostile policy” in place 
for more than half a century.

“the US-claimed ‘diplomacy’ is 
a spurious signboard for covering 
up its hostile acts, and ‘deterrence’ 
touted by it is just a means for pos-
ing nuclear threats to the DPrK,” 
foreign ministry official Kwon Jong-
gun said through state media, using 
the official name of North Korea.

US officials largely expected a 
strident reaction from North Korea, 
which is known for its colourful state-
ments, including in 2019 describing 
Biden as a “rabid dog” who “must be 
beaten to death with a stick”.

a welcoming dinner for the G7 
foreign ministers will address both 
North Korea and Iran.

the US and Britain have played 
down reports that Iran will release 
their respective nationals from cap-
tivity as diplomacy steps up.

Britain said talks were still con-
tinuing and denounced the “tor-
ture” of dual national Nazanin 
Zaghari-ratcliffe after Iranian state 
television said that she could be re-
leased from years of detention after 
London settles an old debt.

after the G7, Blinken will head 
on may 5 to Ukraine in a show of 
support after russia last month de-
ployed but then pulled back some 
100,000 troops along its border and 
in annexed crimea. AFP

India nears 20m covid cases as europe eyes reopening
INDIa’S total coronavirus 
caseload neared 20 million on 
may 3, in stark contrast to 
gradual reopenings in europe 
and other wealthier parts of 
the world where rapid vacci-
nation programmes have 
helped keep new cases down.

Highlighting the inequali-
ties, the World Health Organi-
sation (WHO) on may 3 plead-
ed with the Group of Seven 
(G7) informal bloc of wealthy 
nations to dig deep and fund 
the global covid-19 recovery, 
warning the crisis cannot be 
resolved worldwide if they do 
not step up.

In India cases have soared by 
around eight million since the 
end of march, with Prime min-
ister Narendra modi under grow-
ing pressure to take decisive 
action to reverse the surge.

meanwhile europe is looking 
at easing travel restrictions on 
foreign tourists as early as next 
month, if they are fully vacci-
nated or come from a country 
with covid-19 under control.

Doctors in the resort state of 
Goa on India’s western coast 
described hospitals that are 
overwhelmed by the spike in 
cases.

“there are critical patients 
who have to be managed on trol-
leys and floors and kept on ven-
tilators in critical covid wards,” 

the Goa association of resident 
Doctors said in a letter.

clinics in the capital New 
Delhi have also sent urgent 
appeals for help.

“Oxygen is a basic require-
ment of a hospital and a con-
sistent supply has not been 
assured. We are constantly 
firefighting,” the head of the 
madhukar rainbow children’s 
Hospital Dr Dinesh told the 
Indian express daily.

Stung by defeat in a key state-
level election and a Supreme 
court ruling ordering him to 

rectify the oxygen situation in 
Delhi by midnight (1830 Gmt), 
embattled Prime minister modi 
held talks with european com-
mission president Ursula von 
der Leyen on may 3.

the Indian leader thanked 
the bloc for “mobilising quick 
support for India’s fight against 
the second wave” as interna-
tional aid has poured into the 
country.

Germany and France over 
the weekend sent medical 
equipment including oxygen-
generating plants.

the contrasting situation in 
europe was highlighted on 
may 3 when the eU commis-
sion proposed that travellers 
who are fully vaccinated with 
eU-approved jabs should be 
able once again to enter the 
bloc, if they come from coun-
tries keeping covid-19 at bay.

US citizens are among those 
eyeing possible european 
vacations this summer, with 
more than 100 million people 
in the US now fully vaccinated 
against covid-19.

Florida on may 3 became the 

latest state to lift its covid-19 
restrictions, citing the effec-
tiveness and availability of 
vaccines.

among the european gov-
ernments hoping for a post-
pandemic tourism boom is 
Greece, which has now reo-
pened outdoor dining after six 
months of closures.

“today I feel like I’m alive 
again, like I’ve been revived,” 
joked andreas riminiotis, a 
retiree savouring the ambi-
ence at the Da capo cafe in 
athens.

France is also looking to its 
post-pandemic future, relax-
ing controls on movement and 
allowing the partial return of 
students to classrooms on may 
3 as part of a four-stage proc-
ess of opening up.

But in a sign that the pan-
demic isn’t over in europe, 
Germany cancelled its world-
famous Oktoberfest beer fes-
tival for a second year running 
due to the pandemic.

the WHO has warned that 
rich countries in europe and 
beyond must step up their 
funding for vaccines, tests and 
treatments in poorer nations 
if the global crisis – which has 
claimed 3.2 million lives – is to 
be brought to an end.

“We will only solve the vac-
cine crisis with the leadership 

of these countries,” WHO chief 
tedros adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said, urging wealthy G7 nations 
to take decisive action at their 
summit in June.

In a boost to efforts to help 
poorer countries, the cOVaX glo-
bal vaccine programme struck a 
deal to buy 500 million doses of 
moderna’s covid-19 jab.

US biotech firm Novavax 
meanwhile said it had started 
clinical trials of its proposed 
covid-19 vaccine on children, 
in a programme that will 
involve up to 3,000 adoles-
cents aged 12-17.

Far fewer children have been 
sick with coronavirus compared 
to adults, and most have mild to 
no symptoms, but they can be 
infected and spread the virus.

also on the vaccine front, 
Denmark said it would not 
include the covid-19 vaccine 
from US drugmaker Johnson 
& Johnson in its national vac-
cination campaign, citing wor-
ries over serious side effects 
involving blood clots.

While the european medicines 
agency (ema) has concluded 
that there is a possible link 
between the vaccine and rare 
but severe cases of clotting, both 
the ema and the WHO have rec-
ommended the vaccine be used 
on the basis that the benefits 
outweigh the risks. AFP

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks with South Korea’s Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong during a meeting in London. POOL/AFP

India has been facing a dire shortage of oxygen equipment. AFP
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U
S PreSident Joe 
Biden announced 
on may 3, after 
coming under 

fierce criticism, that he was 
raising the maximum num-
ber of refugees allowed into 
the country this year to 62,500 
– up from the 15,000 cap im-
posed by his predecessor 
donald trump.

the change follows backlash 
from allies over Biden’s earlier 
decision to keep the trump-
era limits – a politically costly 
moment of confusion that 
stood out in a White House 
notable for its iron discipline 
in its first three months.

“this erases the historically 
low number set by the previ-
ous administration of 15,000, 
which did not reflect amer-
ica’s values as a nation that 
welcomes and supports refu-
gees,” Biden said in a state-
ment.

“the new admissions cap 
will also reinforce efforts that 
are already underway to ex-
pand the United States’ ca-
pacity to admit refugees, so 
that we can reach the goal of 
125,000 refugee admissions 
that i intend to set for the 
coming fiscal year.”

the programme is only for 
refugees selected by US secu-
rity and intelligence agencies 
from Un camps around the 
world.

the course correction was 
quickly welcomed by the Sen-

ate Foreign relations Com-
mittee, which is controlled by 
Biden’s democratic Party.

“i welcome the Biden ad-
ministration’s announcement 
that it will increase the num-
ber of refugees allowed to be 
resettled in the United States. 
this is an important step in 
continuing our proud, bipar-
tisan tradition of providing 
refugees protection through 
resettlement,” the committee 
chairman, Senator Bob me-
nendez, tweeted.

the american Civil Liberties 
Union (aCLU), a powerful ad-
vocacy group, also voiced ap-
proval, saying that the coun-
try’s “reputation” was at stake.

“We are pleased to see Presi-
dent Biden has abandoned 
the trump administration´s 
abysmal refugee goal and 
recommitted to prioritising 
helping people who are flee-
ing persecution around the 
globe,” aCLU representative 
manar Waheed said.

“We recognise that the goal 
may not be easy and it re-
quires rebuilding a system 
that was decimated by the 
trump administration, but 
candidate Biden promised,” 
Waheed said. “He must ful-
fil that promise, lives are at 
stake.”

trump clamped down on 
refugees as part of the hard-
line border policies at the 
heart of his nationalist politi-
cal platform.

Biden campaigned on 
promises to restore more tra-
ditional US attitudes. But he 
then backtracked after his 
government ran into difficul-
ties in handling a surge of mi-
grants entering the country 
illegally or claiming asylum at 
the mexican border.

Last month, the White 
House said it needed more 

time to “rebuild” the post-
trump refugee programme 
and would therefore keep the 
cap at 15,000 for the year.

after a top democrat and 
refugee aid groups slammed 
Biden’s target as “appallingly 
low” and “deeply disappoint-
ing”, the White House issued 
a statement hours later saying 
the low number was only pro-

visional.
in another shift from 

trump’s policies, Biden last 
month announced that quo-
tas were being expanded for 
refugees from Central amer-
ica, the middle east and af-
rica, while also opening the 
doors to three mostly muslim 
countries – Somalia, Syria and 
yemen.

With may 3’s announce-
ment, the White House will 
hope to have calmed the po-
litical waters among demo-
crats just when it needs party 
unity to push forward on huge 
proposed social and infra-
structure spending plans in 
an almost evenly divided Con-
gress.

“We are amid the largest 
global refugee crisis in history, 
and after four years of slash-
ing admittances to the lowest 
point on record, we need to 
return to our leadership po-
sition,” another democratic 
senator, tim Kaine, said.

“i am heartened by today’s 
announcement that moved 
toward upholding our values 
of accepting refugees.”

trump set the 15,000 cap 
nearly a month before the 
november 2020 presidential 
election, which he lost.

Under his predecessor, 
democrat Barack Obama, 
with whom Biden served as 
vice president, an average 
of 100,000 people were wel-
comed into the US each year.

“it is in our dna as a na-
tion to open our door to those 
seeking refuge,” said US state 
secretary antony Blinken in 
response to Biden’s announce-
ment on may 3.

“it remains in our national 
interest to treat individuals ap-
plying for these programmes 
fairly and with dignity and re-
spect.” AFP

Pentagon downplays newest afghanistan clashes

South Korea eyes production hub for Covid-19 vaccines

tHe Pentagon on may 3 downplayed the 
impact of attacks by taliban insurgents in 
afghanistan over the weekend as US and 
allied forces began their withdrawal from 
the country.

“What we’ve seen are some small harass-
ing attacks over the course of the weekend 
that have not had any significant impact, 
certainly not on our people or on our 
resources there,” said US defence depart-
ment spokesman John Kirby.

“We’ve seen nothing thus far that has 
affected the drawdown, or had any sig-
nificant impact on the mission at hand in 
afghanistan.”

On may 1, just as the US military formal-
ly began to pull out its last 2,500 troops in 

the country, it launched a “precision strike” 
against the source of fire that targeted an 
airfield in Kandahar used by the US.

General austin miller, the US command-
er in afghanistan, “certainly has at his dis-
posal response options to make sure that 
he’s protecting our troops and our people”, 
Kirby said.

nearly 20 years after US and allied natO 
troops invaded the country and ousted the 
taliban government as they pursued al-
Qaeda after the September 11, 2001 attacks, 
President Joe Biden last month ordered the 
final withdrawal.

But the taliban meanwhile has stepped 
up its attacks against the US-backed gov-
ernment in Kabul, adding to worries that 

US troops were also at higher risk as they 
pull out.

Fighting between afghan government 
forces and the taliban on may 1-2 in sev-
eral provinces, including Kandahar, left 
more than 100 insurgents dead, according 
to the afghan defence ministry.

Kirby also said that the Pentagon was 
“well aware” of the risks that many afghans 
who worked for the US military and coali-
tion forces face as the taliban grow in 
power and threaten to seize control in 
Kabul.

US defence secretary Lloyd austin is in 
talks with other officials “about how we 
meet our obligations to them”, he said. 
AFP

SOUtH Korean President 
moon Jae-in on may 3 stressed 
the country’s possible role as a 
production hub for Covid-19 
vaccines, pledging efforts to 
ramp up local production, 
including securing more licens-
ing deals with global vaccine 
makers.

“Our nation, boasting the 
world’s second-largest produc-
tion capacity of biomedicines, 
is getting renewed attention as 
a potential global hub for vac-
cine production,” moon said in 
an urgent Covid-19 response 
meeting with related govern-
ment offices.

“three vaccines are already 
being produced or plan to be 
produced here, with talks ongo-
ing for more deals. if South 
Korea becomes the global pro-
duction hub, that would great-

ly help boost vaccine supplies 
both at home and abroad.”

Currently, UK’s astraZeneca 
and US’ novavax vaccines are 
produced by SK Bioscience, 
while Huons Global will pro-
duce russia’s Sputnik V shots, 
pending approval.

Unlike the contract-manu-
factured astraZeneca and 
Sputnik vaccines, the new 
novavax vaccine will be pro-
duced under a license-in deal 
with the US drugmaker, which 
includes technology transfer 
that allows more efficiency and 
flexibility in managing produc-
tion targets.

Last week, moon invited 
novavax CeO Stanley erck to 
the presidential office Cheong 
Wa dae to agree on the exten-
sion of the existing one-year 
licensing contract for another 

year. as soon as the new vac-
cine gets regulatory approval in 
the country, the South Korean 
manufacturer plans to start 
production with the aim of 
supplying the first batch of 20 
million doses by the third quar-
ter.

Seoul is seeking to ink similar 
licensing deals with more vac-
cine makers, many of them 
based in the US. Speculation is 
already growing that the issue 
of hosting an asian vaccine 
production hub in South Korea 
could be discussed at moon’s 
upcoming summit with US 
President Joe Biden in Wash-
ington on may 21 along with 
other possible issues like north 
Korea and climate change.

the enhanced partnership is 
expected to be a win-win for 
both countries. South Korea 

can secure a more stable sup-
ply chain of its own vaccine 
doses, not to mention more 
business opportunities for local 
manufacturers, while the US, 
under pressure to release more 
vaccines, can support its vac-
cine makers to bolster produc-
tion for a speedier supply.

experts say more details, 
including regulatory hurdles 
and budget plans for expand-
ing production facilities and 
securing vaccine materials, 
should be discussed to realise 
the government’s vision for an 
asian vaccine hub.

On may 3, moon also urged 
government offices to speed up 
vaccinations and to share more 
information as ways to ease 
people’s concerns over a pos-
sible vaccine shortage.

South Korea has thus far 

secured a total of 192 million 
vaccine doses fit for 90 million 
people, nearly double the pop-
ulation. as of may 2, 3.39 mil-
lion people, or 6.6 per cent of 
the population, have been vac-

cinated with their first shots.
the government aims to 

achieve herd immunity by 
inoculating 70 per cent of the 
population by november. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Biden to allow up to 62,500 refugees into US

A US and Afghan soldier shake hands during the handover ceremony 
at Camp Antonik in Helmand province. AFP

South Korean President Moon Jae-in at an urgent Covid-19 response 
meeting on Monday. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

Biden campaigned on promises to restore more traditional US policies but backtracked after his government 
ran into difficulties handling a surge in migrants. AFP
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PaNDEmIC fatigue as well as the re-
opening of many economic sectors are 
among the reasons for the rise in Covid-
19 cases, a senior official at the malay-
sian health ministry said on may 3.

Health director-general Noor 
Hisham abdullah said this could be 
seen in the Southeast asian coun-
try in the past month, after 61,984 
Covid-19 cases and 235 deaths were 
registered last month alone.

“Up to may 3, the number of Covid-
19 cases in the world reached 152 mil-
lion, while deaths have reached 3.2 mil-
lion,” said Dr Noor Hisham in his daily 
Covid-19 press statement on may 3.

“Pandemic fatigue is one of the 
causes for the recent increase in 
Covid-19 cases. members of the pub-
lic have become fatigued, and there-
fore they are complacent in adhering 
to public health measures.

“Besides that, the relaxation of rules, 
the reopening of the economic sec-
tor as well as borders, and also mass 
gatherings … these resulted in a surge 

in Covid-19 cases in many countries.
“The situation is more worrying 

with the emergence of new muta-
tions of the Covid-19 virus.”

He said the country’s hospital ca-
pacity has been affected by the rise, 
with the utilisation of beds for inten-
sive care now at 70 per cent at Hos-
pital Sungai Buloh, Hospital Kuala 
Lumpur, Hospital ampang, Hospital 
Serdang and Hospital Tengku am-
puan Rahimah Klang.

To manage the situation, Dr Noor 
Hisham said the ministry has taken 
many steps to address the matter, such 
as increasing genomic surveillance to 
monitor the presence of variants of 
concern or variants of interest.

“The ministry is urging the malay-
sian public to play its part and take 
on the responsibility of curbing the 
spread of Covid-19 in the country.

“In facing this test, we all need to 
unite and stop pointing fingers. avoid 
playing the blame game,” he said. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Covid fatigue setting in, public
less vigilant: m’sia health chief

India, S africa strains
in Indonesia stir fear

Ethnic rebels in myanmar say
they downed army helicopter

I
NDONESIa has detect-
ed coronavirus variants 
linked to more transmis-
sible variants first detect-

ed in India and South africa, 
ahead of the Idul Fitri mudik 
(exodus) season when mobil-
ity is expected to rise, prompt-
ing concerns of a possible case 
resurgence as seen in other 
countries.

Data from Germany-based 
GISaID database, which was 
created to track genetic data 
on influenza viruses, showed 
Indonesia had detected a case 
each of B16172 and B16173, 
which are related to the B1617 
variant first detected in India 
containing slightly different 
mutations. Indonesia recently 
also reported a case of the 
B1351 variant first detected 
in South africa and three new 
cases of B117, another con-
cerning variant first detected 
in the UK, making a total of 13 
UK variant cases so far.

The Indian variant cases 
were detected in Jakarta with 
samples collected in early and 
late april, before Indonesia 
banned travellers from the vi-
rus-stricken country on april 
25. meanwhile, the South afri-
can variant case was sampled 
back in January.

Health minister Budi Gunadi 
Sadikin has confirmed these 
findings but he did not specify 
whether they were imported 
cases. He previously revealed 
that some of the UK variant 

cases were locally transmitted.
“These mutations are cate-

gorised as variants of concern 
by the [World Health Organi-
sation (WHO)] because they 
have relatively higher trans-
mission rates,” Budi told a vir-
tual press briefing on may 3.

“We have to guard it now 
when there are still a few cas-
es, because they will certainly 
spread soon as their transmis-
sion rate is relatively higher.”

among these variants, only 
the UK and South africa vari-
ants have been deemed vari-
ants of concern, while the 
transmissibility of India’s B1617 
variant is still under investi-
gation – although it has been 
linked to the dramatic spike of 
Covid-19 cases in India.

The WHO has deemed B1617 
a variant of interest. Its latest 
epidemiology update cited 
several early studies revealing 
that other variants of interest 
containing the same muta-
tions as the India variant had 
been associated with increased 
transmissibility, a reduction in 
naturalisation by some man-
made antibody treatments 
and a moderate reduction in 
neutralisation in post-vaccina-
tion sera. Serum is the part of 
blood that contains antibodies 
against the virus.

molecular biologist ahmad 
Utomo said that while there 
was no need for panic now, 
both authorities and people 
could no longer act like it was 

business as usual. Whether 
these variants could actually 
grow dominant and take a toll 
on the country’s healthcare 
system would depend on the 
mobility and compliance with 
health protocols of the people 
as their hosts, he said.

The issue was that Indonesia 
was still lacking the capacity to 
detect variants, both by using 
the “luxurious” whole genome 
sequencing, as shown in the 
late reporting of the emerging 
variants, as well as in the fun-
damental containment efforts 
of testing, contact tracing and 
isolating, he said.

Let alone concerning vari-
ants from other countries, 
Indonesia would have a hard 
time detecting mutations 
emerging domestically if such 
insufficient efforts were to 
continue, ahmad said.

Indonesia’s testing and quar-
antine policies have been the 
talk of the country lately with a 
state-owned clinical laboratory 
company using recycled test-
ing kits at an airport in North 
Sumatra, as well as breached 
mandatory quarantine of peo-
ple arriving from foreign coun-
tries, including India.

“The example is already 
right in front of us – India. The 
question is whether we want 
to be like India or not?” ahmad 
said.

Wien Kusharyoto, a biotech-
nology researcher involved 
in whole genome sequencing 

at the Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences (LIPI), said the coun-
try was still not fast enough in 
improving testing and whole 
genome sequencing.

These were important means 
to identify as early as possible 
any “symptoms” of case resur-
gence like in India that started 
off with scattered local out-
breaks, he said, warning against 
dismissing such trends.

The health ministry has ex-
pressed concerns of recent 
increases in confirmed cases, 
hospitalisations and deaths 
related to Covid-19 in some re-
gions, including those receiv-
ing homebound Indonesian 
migrant workers. Budi said 
that any increase would al-
ways be “exponential in nature 
hence hard to control”.

The government has pro-
hibited Idul Fitri mudik but 
acknowledged possibilities of 

people finding their way around 
the ban to return to their home-
towns for the Idul Fitri holidays 
coming in the next two weeks.

The ministry has previously 
identified dozens of regions 
deemed to be the main desti-
nations for mudik, urging that 
they accelerate vaccine roll-
out on the prioritised seniors 
– who are most at risk when 
catching the disease – and 
teachers in anticipation of the 
increased mobility.

Now that the country has de-
tected these concerning vari-
ants, Budi has called on targeted 
groups to receive their Covid-19 
jabs as soon as possible.

But the country’s vaccina-
tion drive has been slowed 
down to around 300,000 injec-
tions daily due to limited sup-
plies, ministry spokesperson 
Siti Nadia Tarmizi said.

Despite such limitations, 

the country has decided to 
proceed with using about one 
million doses of the vaccine 
made by Chinese drug giant 
Sinopharm it received recently 
for the private vaccination 
programme on workers of par-
ticipating companies. Half of 
these vaccine doses were given 
to Indonesia by the UaE.

a health ministry regulation 
has made it impossible for the 
government’s free vaccine roll-
out and the private vaccination 
scheme to deploy the same 
vaccine brands – never mind 
that only four per cent of the 
country’s total population has 
received at least the first jab.

Only 2.6 million of the target-
ed 21.5 million elderly people 
have gotten at least their first 
jab so far, a stark contrast to 
the 8.5 million of the targeted 
17.3 million public workers. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Passengers of a ship from Dumai, Riau, Indonesia line up to get their travel documents checked at the arrival 
terminal of Sekupang Port, Batam, Riau Islands on April 21. A ban on this year’s Idul Fitri ‘mudik’ (exodus) has 
forced some people to travel home early for the Islamic holiday, slated for May 12 or 13. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

a LEaDING myanmar ethnic rebel 
army said it had shot down a military 
helicopter on may 3, a day after a re-
newed junta crackdown on anti-coup 
protests left at least five civilians dead.

The Kachin Independence army 
(KIa) said it downed the helicopter 
gunship during fierce clashes near 
the town of momauk in the country’s 
far north.

myanmar has been in turmoil since 
the military ousted civilian leader 
aung San Suu Kyi and seized power 
on February 1.

Security forces have sought to quell 
near-daily pro-democracy protests 
with deadly force, while long-sim-
mering conflicts with ethnic rebels 
have erupted into fierce fighting.

The KIa, which has waged a decades-
long insurgency against the military in 
northern Kachin state, has been hit by 
air strikes in recent weeks.

“They used jet fighter and helicop-
ter gunship since eight this morning 
to attack our troops. Our troops fired 
back and this was how the helicopter 
was shot down,” said KIa spokesman 
Colonel Naw Bu, who refused to give 
details of the weaponry used to down 
the chopper.

aFP has tried to contact the myan-
mar military to seek their account of 
events, but has not had a response.

a number of myanmar’s myriad 
ethnic rebel groups have come out 
in support of the anti-coup protest 
movement, offering shelter and 
even training to activists who have 
fled the crackdown.

The assistance association for Po-
litical Prisoners (aaPP), a local moni-
toring group, said that at least five 
civilians were killed in operations to 
break up protests on may 2.

aaPP said it was the highest single-
day death toll since an aSEaN summit 
on the myanmar crisis last month.

a total of 765 civilians have been 
killed in the crackdown, according to 
the aaPP, though the military disputes 
the toll, giving a much lower figure.

more than 4,500 people have been 
arrested, the monitor has said, in-
cluding dozens of journalists.

On may 3 – World Press Freedom 
Day – a group of foreign embassies 
in myanmar condemned the junta’s 
treatment of journalists, saying they 

had become a “target of repression”.
Independent media outlets have 

been shut down or had their licences 
revoked, and myanmar authorities 
have throttled internet access in an 
effort to stem the flow of information 
about the protests and crackdown.

“We call for the immediate release 
of all media workers, the establish-
ment of the freedom of information 
and communication and for the end 
of all internet restrictions in myan-
mar,” said the statement, noting 
that of 80 journalists arrested by the 
authorities, more than half were still 
detained.

The signatories included the em-
bassies of the US, EU, australia, Brit-
ain, France and Germany. AFP

Myanmar has seen near-daily protests against the coup, including in Kachin state 
where the military has faced a decades-long insurgency. KACHINWAVES/AFP

Crowds queue closely at the Ramadan bazaar in Kuala Lumpur on April 16. THE STRAITS TIMES



F
OR all of us, but especially 
women, the pandemic is a 
reminder that traditional 
notions of “security” that fuel 

the weapons industry cannot protect 
us from dangers and challenges we 
routinely face. 

Before the pandemic, women were 
already over-represented in vulnera-
ble economic sectors and bore the 
brunt of unpaid care and domestic 
work. When Covid-19 hit, the women 
who make up 70 per cent of the glo-
bal healthcare workforce found 
themselves on the frontlines of the 
response – even as countless other 
women lost their livelihoods and 
took on greater household burdens. 

The pandemic will push 47 million 
more women and girls into extreme 
poverty. Rates of intimate partner 
violence – mainly perpetrated by 
men against women – have skyrock-
eted, in a horrifying “shadow pan-
demic” of all forms of violence 
against women and girls. Millions of 
women now face greater risks of 
female genital mutilation, child mar-
riage or preventable maternal death. 

In short, the virus revealed that 
gender divides not only persist but 
are worsening, threatening decades 
of progress, especially if women con-
tinue to be excluded from shaping 
the response to the pandemic. 

Recovering from the pandemic must 
mean strengthening women’s socio-
economic security, including through 
stronger investments in health, educa-
tion, and social protection systems that 
advance gender equality. 

But the safety and wellbeing of eve-
ryday people has historically taken a 
backseat to a narrower and milita-
rised idea of “security”, one that still 
leads decision-makers to spend vast 
amounts of money to build overflow-
ing arsenals of weapons. The UN sec-
retary-general called for a global 
ceasefire at the beginning of the pan-
demic, but most conflict parties kept 
fighting, and the international arms 
trade remained as active as at almost 
any point since the cold war. 

Yet, all these weapons have not 
brought us closer to peace. They have 
only sown distrust, eroded relations 
between countries, and increased 
global tensions. 

Moving forward will require 
embracing a broader vision of securi-
ty – one that reduces reliance on mil-
itary armaments, accounts for our 
common humanity and recognises 

women’s empowerment as a critical 
driver of sustainable peace and 
development. 

These ideas are not new. For 
instance, the UN has made reducing 
military budgets a core objective 
since its founding. 

Nonetheless, attention to the prob-
lem has dwindled in recent decades. 
Bloated military budgets held the 
global spotlight throughout much of 
the cold war. But in the years since, 
relatively few voiced alarm as mili-
tary outlays more than doubled. Mili-

tary expenditures in 2020 reached 
$1.981 tillion, which translates to 
approximately $252 per person in 
one year. In comparison, only 
$115.95 per person was spent on 
bilateral aid on average in 2018, out 
of which a meagre 0.2 per cent went 
directly to women’s rights organisa-
tions – a percentage that has not 
changed in a decade. 

The pandemic has offered us a rare 
chance to “reset” our approach to secu-
rity in a way that also advances gender 

equality. As two UN leaders working for 
disarmament and gender equality, we 
believe three things need to happen. 

First, we must refuse to shy away 
from hard questions. Whose security 
is protected by modernising or 
expanding weapons, like nuclear 
bombs, that would result in a human 
catastrophe, with disproportionate 
impact on women and girls, if used? 
To end our global arms addiction, 
decision-makers need to take a more 
human-centred approach to security, 
recognising how countries have pur-

sued disarmament for centuries as a 
way to protect themselves, look out 
for each other and prevent needless 
human suffering. This will require 
political will and a revitalisation of 
diplomacy over investment in huge 
militaries. 

Second, the voices calling for an 
end to rampant militarisation need 
to be taken seriously. Many women’s 
organisations have been pushing 
back against runaway military spend-
ing for more than a century, while 

feminist movements have been key 
to critically examining whether our 
governments’ investments in 
strengthening security have actually 
had the opposite effect. They are part 
of a multi-generational, multi-secto-
ral  drive for change. We must hear 
these messages loud and clear, and 
create conditions to include them in 
policy-making. 

Third, we need action by our elect-
ed officials to stop spending so much 
money on weapons. If our leaders 
instead prioritise investments in 
social protections, like equal access 
to quality health care and education 
for all, they can bring us closer to 
achieving Global Goals, including on 
gender equality. Such investments 
must be seen for what they are: down 
payments to make our societies more 
resilient, equal and secure. 

From April 10 to May 17, we will 
mark the 10th annual Global Days of 
Action on Military Spending. To seize 
this moment, our governments 
should take a stand by sharing con-
crete commitments to begin redirect-
ing resources towards a more peace-
ful and secure future that benefits us 
all. This is not a utopian ideal, but an 
achievable necessity. THE JAKARATA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK 
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Weapons have only sown distrust, eroded relations between countries, and increased global tensions. AfP

Izumi Nakamitsu is UN high representative 
for disarmament affairs, and Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngucka is executive director of UN Women 

Opinion
Izumi Nakamitsu and 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngucka 

For a safer world, put people before 
runaway military spending

f our leaders instead prioritise 
investments in social 

protections . . . they can bring us 
closer to achieving Global Goals
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H
ER exam revision done, 
schoolgirl Swadha Pras-
ad gets on with her real 
work: finding life-saving 

oxygen, drugs and hospital beds for 
Covid-19 patients as India reels from 
a brutal second wave of infections.

as their government struggles to 
tackle the pandemic, young Indians 
have stepped into the breach, setting 
up apps to crowdsource aid, delivering 
key supplies and using social media to 
direct resources to people in need.

Prasad works with dozens of vol-
unteers – all aged between 14 and 
19 – as part of the youth-led or-
ganisation UNCUT, building online 
databases packed with information 
about medical resources available 
across the country.

It is a 24/7 operation, with the teen-
agers constantly on their phones as 
they verify the availability of supplies, 
update information in real-time and 
field calls from frantic relatives.

“Some of us do midnight to morn-
ing shifts, because the calls don’t 
stop at 3am,” said Prasad, 17, who 
works a 14-hour stretch from before 
midday until one in the morning.

It is a long and often tiring affair, the 
mumbai-based student said, but add-
ed: “If I can help save a life, there is no 
part of me that is going to say no.”

and lives have been saved, she said, 
pointing to a case where the team 
was able to source oxygen for a young 
Covid-19 patient in the middle of the 
night after an agonising two-hour wait.

“It’s not only about providing re-
sources... sometimes people just need 
to know they are not alone”, she said.

‘Oxygen man’
With two-thirds of its 1.3-billion 

people under the age of 35, India is an 
overwhelmingly young country, but 
its youth have never been called on to 
shoulder such huge responsibilities.

as India’s pandemic has grown 
ever more dystopian – with crema-
toriums running out of space and 
patients, including a former ambas-
sador, dying in hospital parking lots 
– many have volunteered in droves.

In the slums of mumbai, Shanawaz 

Shaikh has provided free oxygen to 
thousands of people.

Known popularly as the “oxy-
gen man”, the 32-year-old sold his 
cherished SUV last June to fund the 
initiative after his friend’s pregnant 
cousin died in a rickshaw while try-
ing to get admitted to a hospital.

“She died because she couldn’t get 
oxygen in time,” he said.

He never expected to be fielding so 
many requests nearly a year later.

“We used to get around 40 calls a 
day last year, now it’s more like 500,” 
he said.

Shaikh’s team of 20 volunteers are 
also battling a massive shortage, 
made worse by profiteers.

“It’s a test of one’s faith,” he said, 
describing how he sometimes travels 
dozens of kilometres to source oxy-
gen for desperate patients.

“But when I am able to help some-
one, I feel like crying.”

Overwhelmed volunteers 
While major cities have borne the 

brunt so far, the limitations of tech-
nology are becoming apparent as 
the virus burrows into smaller towns 
and villages, software engineer Um-
ang Galaiya said.

Urgent requests for supplies and spare 
hospital beds have promoted a flood of 
leads on Twitter – many unconfirmed.

Galaiya responded by building an 
app to make it easier for users to find 
what they are looking for and, cru-
cially, limit their search to verified 
resources only.

But even so, his app is unlikely to 
help people outside big cities, the 
25-year-old said, citing the example 
of his hometown in hard-hit Gujarat 
state where internet usage is low.

“If I look for resources in Jamnagar, 
there is nothing on Twitter,” he said.

Ultimately the pandemic cannot 
be defeated without the government, 
he added, outlining simple measures 
that could have saved many lives.

For instance, officials could have cre-
ated a real-time, automatically updat-
ed online registry of beds, to spare dis-
tressed patients the effort of running 
from one packed facility to another.

“If we can do it for movie theatres, 
to avoid overbooking, why can’t we 
do it for hospitals?” he asked.

youth-led efforts were also unsus-
tainable, the Bangalore-based tech 
worker said, pointing out that over-
whelmed volunteers would likely 
run out of energy themselves as the 
virus ravages their cities.

The trauma of confronting illness 
and death daily is already beginning 
to show.

“We work very hard but we can’t 
save everyone,” said mumbai teen-
ager Prasad, her voice quavering as 
she recalled efforts to help an 80-
year-old woman who died.

although they take breaks and ar-
range Zoom movie-viewing sessions 
to try and unwind, the stress never 
fully dissipates.

“my parents do worry about it,” 
she said.

“But when their friends need help, 
they also turn to me.” AFP

THOUSaNDS danced with-
out face coverings at a mu-
sic festival in northern Eng-
land as the UK government 
permitted the country’s first 
post-lockdown gig.

a crowd of 5,000 people 
cheered, danced and sang 
along to performances from 
bands including English in-
die pop act Blossoms at the 
sold-out event on Sunday at 
Liverpool’s Sefton Park.

The festival was part of a 
pilot project by the UK gov-
ernment called the Events 
Research Programme (ERP) 
to test crowd safety at live 
events ahead of planned lift-
ing of restrictions on June 21.

Hugging a group of friends 
outside the concert tent, 
matt Berry said they were 
“getting back to doing nor-

mal things that normal peo-
ple do . . . finally”

“I think it is good to get it all 
started again to test if it can all 
work for summer, and if it will 
all go ahead in the summer as 
well,” said another concert-
goer, Freya Begley.

The government has previ-
ously allowed limited num-
bers of supporters to attend 
sports events such as the Fa 
Cup semifinal at Wembley. 
Researchers are monitoring 
how well different approach-
es to social distancing and 
ventilation work.

all those attending the two-
day concert had to take lateral 
flow coronavirus tests before 
entering the venue and will 
also have to take another test 
afterwards.

They have to give their con-

tact details to the state-fund-
ed health service so they can 
be traced if they test positive.

The bands performed in a 
tent. at the entrance to the 
venue, audience members 
had to show QR codes and 
Covid test results.

“There is no reason why any-
one should catch anything so 
I am at ease with everything, I 
am excited!” said Jess Davis, as 
she arrived at the gig.

The prestigious Brit awards 
ceremony on may 11 will also 
allow 4,000 people to attend 
London’s O2 arena as long as 
they have a negative test result.

The UK has given more than 
34 million people a first vaccine 
dose and there are currently 
1,451 people in hospital with 
the virus according to the latest 
government figures. AFP

India’s young fight Covid with apps, oxygen

Thousands dance mask-free 
at UK’s first post-lockdown gig

Fans watch Blossom perform at a live music concert hosted by Festival Republic in Sefton Park, where a 
non-socially-distanced crowd of 5,000 were expected to attend, on May 2. AFP

Young Indians have stepped into the breach, setting up apps to crowdsource aid, delivering key supplies and using social media to 
direct resources to people in need. AFP

Local resident Shanawaz Shaikh, who sold his SUV to raise funds in order to start a 
free service to provide oxygen cylinders to needy people, speaks on the phone at an 
oxygen distribution centre in a slum in Mumbai. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Leveling wedge
  5 Intensifies (with “up”)
  9 Buzzing about
 14 Opening time, often
 15 Lead a square dance
 16 Bell’s ringing success
 17 Where a 360 goes
 20 Driving hazard
 21 High end of many scales
 22 About
 23 Rapiers
 26 Cost of living?
 28 Agra dresses
 30 They may come calling
 34 Columbus Day mo.
 37 Aardvark’s fare
 39 Give a recap
 40 Whistle while one works?
 44 Snares
 45 Hip bones
 46 What Leary tripped on
 47 Avenue crosser
 49 Emcee’s task, for short
 52 Brother of Abel
 54 Native American sports legend Jim
 57 Wrinkly fruit

 60 “___ Miserables”
 62 Land
 64 Get out of a foggy situation?
 68 Cause of many yawns
 69 Uncle Remus offering
 70 Paving block
 71 Hiding place
 72 Nine inches
 73 “The Dukes of Hazzard” spin-off
DOWN
  1 Entanglement
  2 Components of rolling landscapes
  3 Acquired relative
  4 Washington and Paris transit  

systems
  5 Top fighter pilot
  6 Animal’s mouth
  7 Surveyor’s map
  8 More cunning
  9 30-day mo.
 10 Common oater climax
 11 Band’s itinerary
 12 Rural retreats
 13 Change the decor
 18 Mythic matriarch
 19 From scratch
 24 Select at random

 25 Exodus mountain
 27 Deviated septum site
 29 Phonograph needles
 31 Runner Zatopek
 32 Jamaican liquors
 33 Put the pedal to the metal
 34 Stops wavering
 35 Links rental
 36 Erstwhile despot (Var.)
 38 Tour of duty
 41 Plausible but false
 42 Between shores
 43 Owns, old-style
 48 Makeup of kitchen floors, often
 50 Campus military org.
 51 End of a threat
 53 Birds’ abodes
 55 Dress smartly
 56 One of the Muses
 57 Various functions
 58 Refined chap
 59 Olin of “Chocolat”
 61 Cashless deal
 63 Partner of “sciences”
 65 Biomedical research agcy.
 66 In the manner of
 67 Japanese dollar

“WAY IN THERE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

T
he Canada-US bor-
der has been closed 
since the start of 
the pandemic more 

than a year ago, but not for 
Paul-maurice Patenaude who 
operates a parcel handoff ser-
vice from his house, which 
straddles the international 
boundary.

“I am both in Quebec and 
in the State of New york, look 
how beautiful it is!” laughs 
the 82-year-old pensioner, 
one foot on either side of a 
black line marking the bor-
der through the ground floor 
of his 200-year-old stone and 
wood building.

Dozens of packages of all 
sizes left in his “drop-off” box 
have been sorted and stored 
on shelves to await pickup.

The imposing three-storey 
former bar and grocery store 
has two addresses, and two 
entrances.

One is on the south side, 
in New york State, where are 
parcels delivered by Fedex or 
UPS; the other on the north 
side, in Dundee, a tiny Quebec 
town of 420 residents, where 
Canadian customers come to 
collect their goods.

“Placed like this, between 
two customs offices, I’m pret-
ty sure it’s unique,” says Pat-
enaude, leaning on his walker 
as he gives an aFP reporter a 
tour.

Thanks to a 1842 treaty, his 
house is one of few in Canada 
and the US to be split in two, 
and according to him, the only 
one being used as a courier 
package stopover.

The process is simple: pack-
ages arrive at the american 
door, and Patenaude walks 
them over to the other side of 
his house for pickup by Cana-
dian customers who mosey 
over to a Canada Border Ser-
vices agency office next door 
for checks, and to pay any du-
ties owed.

This permits Canadians to 
avoid a mandatory 14-day 
quarantine imposed on all 
non-essential travelers since 
march 2020, as well as high in-

ternational shipping rates for 
some US online purchases.

many US businesses also 
don’t ship abroad.

Business is booming. “Over 
the past year, I’ve had an ad-
ditional 1,800 customers, al-
most three times more than 
usual,” says the former mayor 
of Dundee. On average, 50 
parcels a day are delivered 
through his house.

The small business, regis-
tered in the US as half Way 
house Freight Forwarding, is 
in the name of his three chil-
dren, he says: two live in the 
US, the third in Quebec.

Patenaude lives on the up-
per floors and comes down to 
help out five days a week. he’s 
been living in this house since 
1951.

‘Life and death’ deliveries
Customers come mainly 

from Quebec and neighbour-
ing Ontario province. a few 
come from further afield.

Richard Lachance drove an 
hour from his home west of 
montreal to pick up american 
football boots ordered online 
for his son.

“I have a post office box 
in Plattsburgh [upstate New 
york] but with Covid we can’t 
cross borders,” he explains.

By using Patenaude’s “half-
way house” for parcels, he 

estimates that he saved about 
US$200 (Can$250) in shipping 
costs to Canada, which can 
sometimes be more expensive 
than the product itself.

Patenaude charges between 
Can$2 and Can$10 per par-
cel. It varies according to size, 
weight and sometimes “my 
mood”, he says with a smile.

But the influx of new cus-
tomers has actually been 
overwhelming at times, to the 
point that he said he “almost 
stopped everything”.

he says that he hopes the 
Canada-US border reopens 
soon to allow him to reclaim 
his otherwise peaceful small-
town life, including going fish-
ing more often with his son.

“If you think I want [the bor-
der] to stay closed to increase 
my clientele, never, ever! 
That’s the least of my desires,” 
he insists.

It was his customers’ heart-
felt stories, he says, that made 
him persevere.

“For some, it’s almost a mat-
ter of life and death; I have 
people who are sick, who need 
prescription drugs, products 
that they cannot get in Cana-
da,” he says.

“This service gives satisfac-
tion to thousands of people, 
so I said to myself: maybe we 
will have to continue doing it 
a little while longer.”AFP

One foot in Canada, one in 
US: border parcel business 
thrives during pandemic

The ground floor of Patenaude’s house is filled with parcels dropped off 
by US couriers at his back door facing New York State, for pick up at his 
front door on the Quebec side by Canadians. AFP

Canadian Paul-Maurice Patenaude, who runs a cross-border parcel drop-off and pick-up service out of his 
centuries-old house, poses for a photograph in Dundee, Quebec, on April 23. AFP
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C
helsea welcome Real 
madrid to stamford Bridge 
on Wednesday still with 
much to do to reach the 

Champions league final after fail-
ing to land the killer blow when the 
13-time european champions were 
on the ropes in last week’s first leg.

a 1-1 draw in the spanish capital 
still gives the Blues the upper hand 
thanks to their away goal, but Thom-
as Tuchel’s men could have had a 
much more convincing advantage 
but for a tale of two strikers.

In a story of his first season at 
Chelsea, Timo Werner missed a glo-
rious chance to put his side in front 
early as the outstretched leg of ma-
drid goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
denied his old club.

That miss even provoked criticism 
from the wife of Werner’s teammate 
Thiago silva.

“every team I go to there is a 
striker who keeps missing goals,” 
Isabelle da silva posted in a since 
deleted Instagram message.

at the other end, after Christian 
Pulisic had put Chelsea in front, 
Karim Benzema needed barely a 
half-chance to blast Real back on 
level terms for his 28th goal of the 
season and become the joint fourth 

highest goalscorer in Champions 
league history.

Those are the sorts of numbers 
Chelsea expected when they paid 
£47 million ($65 million) for Werner 
last June at a time when other clubs, 
including madrid, were scrambling 
to find the money just to pay their 
players as the coronavirus pandem-
ic halted football across europe.

Backed by Russian oligarch Roman 
abramovich, Chelsea were the club 
least deterred by the pandemic as they 
splashed out a total of £220 million in 
the transfer market last summer.

That expense has been rewarded 
by a return to the last four of the 
Champions league for the first 
time in seven years.

yet, none of the attacking trio of 

new signings, Werner, Kai havertz 
and hakim Ziyech have consistent-
ly shown their best form.

havertz and Ziyech started the 
first leg on the bench, but Tuchel 
has remained loyal to Werner since 
taking charge in January despite his 
lack of goals.

The German international has 
scored just three times in his last 
38 games for club and country, one 
of which came against fourth-tier 
morecambe in the Fa Cup.

Tammy abraham has been linked 
with a move away from west lon-
don due to his limited opportuni-
ties under Tuchel, while 34-year-old 
Olivier Giroud is out of the contract 
at the end of the season.

‘No panic’
The need for a prolific goalscorer 

to back up the significant defen-
sive improvement since Tuchel 
replaced Frank lampard has even 
sparked rumoursabramovich could 
be forced to spend big again.

Chelsea are among a number of 
clubs interested in Borussia Dort-
mund’s erlinghaaland.

But Tuchel remains confident that 
Werner can prove to be the consis-
tent finisher the club need.

“you will not find one manager 
who will not add a 20-goal striker 
to his squad. I cannot have enough 
of them, if you can guarantee that,” 
said Tuchel when asked about in-
terest in haaland.

“But this is what Chelsea bought, 
they bought Timo Werner and he is 
a 20, 30-goal striker a year. Now he 
is struggling a little bit, for the first 
time in his career.

“In any transfer, there are risks 
of adaptations, change of country, 
change of mentality. It needs time. 
It’s not a puzzle where you identify 
one piece and you go out and find 
the exact piece, it’s more than that 
and that’s why there is no rush and 
no panic.”

There have been bright moments 
in the 25-year-old’s difficult first 
year in england.

his slick pass into havertz for 
his second goal in a 2-0 win over 
Fulham on saturday took Werner’s 
tally for assists for the season to 10, 
to compliment his 11 goals.

But he desperately needs a big 
moment to quieten his doubters.

The chance to knock Real madrid 
out in the Champions league semi-
finals is the perfect stage to prove 
his worth. AFP

First match for Israel transgender 
top-flight football referee

Barty ousts swiatek to win French 
Open champions duel in madrid

saPIR Berman, the Israeli premier league’s first 
transgender football referee, presided on mon-
day over her first top-flight game since coming 
out as a woman.  

Berman announced late last month that she 
had changed her name from sagi to sapir and 
identified as a woman. 

The move made the 26-year-old, who has been 
refereeing in Israel’s premier league since 2011, 
the league’s first transgender referee.  

Berman took to the field on monday at haifa’s 
sammy Ofer stadium to a mixture of applause 
and whistles. 

One supporter held a sign reading, “sapir, we 
are all with you”. 

hapoel haifa won the match 3-1 against Bei-

tar Jerusalem.  “I do not know if I am a pioneer 
or the first [referee] to do that – I am going 
through this process for me,” Berman said last 
month. 

she said she had received threats on social 
media but also support, including from col-
leagues. 

RonitTirosh, head of the Israeli referees’ union, 
called Berman “courageous” and said she had 
started “a historic process for Israeli football”. 

Israel is seen as progressive in promoting 
lGBTQI equality.  

The middle eastern country recognises gay 
marriages performed abroad, but homosexu-
ality remains a taboo in religious Jewish cir-
cles. AFP

WORlD No1 ashleigh Barty 
edged the battle of the French 
Open champions on monday 
as she beat Poland’s Iga swiatek 
to reach the madrid Open 
quarter-finals.

Barty triumphed at Roland 
Garros in 2019 before swiatek 
sprung another surprise by 
clinching her own first major 
title in Paris a year later.

Both players will be among 
the favourites at the French 
Open next month but Barty’s 
credentials gained an extra 
boost in madrid, where she 
defeated swiatek 7-5, 6-4.

“I really enjoyed myself out 
there tonight, I enjoyed the 
challenge,” said Barty. 

“Iga’s game is exceptional. It’s 
really, really impressive. I loved 

testing myself and trying to fig-
ure out the puzzle tonight and 
the challenges that she created 
for me.”

The australian will now face 
three-time madrid champion 
Petra Kvitova for a place in the 
semis, after Kvitova beat Rus-
sia’s Veronika Kudermetova 6-3, 
4-6, 6-4.

swiatek’s loss brings an end 
to her nine-match unbeaten 
run on red clay while Barty 
extends her own winning streak 
to 14 matches on the surface.

It was far from straightfor-
ward, with Barty having to 
come from 3-0 behind in the 
first set and recover from 0-40 
down at 3-2 in the second, 
before sealing victory in an 
hour and 41 minutes.

Kvitova, who won the tourna-
ment in 2011, 2015 and 2018, 
was also pushed hard by Kuder-
metova, who is one of the form 
players on the tour, having won 
her first WTa title in Charleston 
last month.

But Kvitova used all her expe-
rience and some excellent serv-
ing to stay in contention for a 
record-extending fourth 
madrid title.

“Definitely it was a tough 
one,” said Kvitova afterwards. 
“It was about serving a lot. It 
was just the one break in each 
set. I’m really glad I managed 
most of it mentally. Veronika 
was really on fire. since she 
won Charleston, she really 
plays great. she will be a big 
champion.

“The whole match I was not 
relaxed, but calm I would say. 
That’s how I managed to bring 
the win.”

eighth seed Belinda Bencic is 
also through after Ons Jabeur 
retired with a thigh injury when 
trailing 7-6 (7/2) 4-3.

In the men’s draw, Bulgaria’s 
Grigor Dimitrov fell in the first 
round after losing in three sets 
to south african lloyd harris.

harris, who beat world number 
four Dominic Thiem and Denis 
shapovalov en route to the final 
in Dubai in march, pulled off 
another upset by ousting Dim-
itrov 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5).

The world number 54 held off 
a late fightback from 13th seed 
Dimitrov, who saved three 
match points in the final set 

before breaking back to force a 
tie-break.

“It was a big up and down 
match, I had a set and a break, 
then I was a break up in the 
third too,” said harris. “I got a 
little bit nervous at the end but 
I’m happy to close it out.”

In his first appearance at the 

madrid tournament, harris will 
now face australia’s 22-year-old 
alex de minaur in round two.

Two-time quarter-finalist 
John Isner battled past serbia’s 
miomir Kecmanovic 6-4 7-6 
(8/6) while 11th seed shapo-
valov defeated another serbian, 
Dusan lajovic, 6-1, 6-3. AFP

Time running out for Chelsea’s 
Timo Werner to prove his worth

Israeli football referee Sapir Berman gestures with the whistle during the Israeli Premier League match 
between Hapoel Haifa and Beitar Jerusalem on Monday. AFP

Australia’s Ashleigh Barty returns the ball to Poland’s Iga Swiatek during 
their 2021 WTA Tour Madrid Open tennis tournament singles match on 
Monday. AFP

Chelsea’s German forward Timo Werner (left) vies with Real Madrid’s French defender 
Raphael Varane during the UCL semi-final first leg football match on April 27. AFP
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W
est Ham main-
tained their 
surprise chal-
lenge for a place 

in next season’s Champions 
League as michail antonio 
scored twice to beat Burnley 
2-1 on monday.

Chris Wood’s penalty opened 
the scoring for the Clarets, but 
Burnley failed to guarantee 
their Premier League survival 
for another season as antonio 
struck twice in eight minutes.

the Hammers move into 
fifth, just three points adrift of 
Chelsea, who have to travel to 
runaway leaders manchester 
City next weekend.

West Ham, by contrast, have 
a favourable run in with ever-
ton, Brighton, West Brom and 
southampton to come in their 
final four games of the cam-
paign.

the return of antonio from 
injury could prove the deci-
sive factor for David moyes’s 
men, who were battling for 
survival at this stage of last 
season.

the Jamaican missed back-
to-back defeats by Newcastle 
and Chelsea that had rocked 
West Ham’s bid to finish in the 
top four.

another slow start saw 
them fall behind again when 
Wood was upended by tomas 
soucek and the New Zealand-
er confidently stroked home 
the penalty.

However, Burnley were 

guilty of uncharacteristic mis-
takes in defending crosses into 
their box.

antonio’s outmuscled matt 
Lowton to head home Vladimir 

Coufal’s cross on 21 minutes.
moments later he tapped in 

at the back post from said Ben-
rahma’s low ball into the box.

at the other end of the table, 

West Brom are set for a return 
to the Championship after 
just one season back in the 
Premier League as a 1-1 draw 
at home to Wolves on monday 

all but ended their chances of 
survival.

sam allardyce’s men are 
now 10 points from safety 
with just 12 left to play for in 

the final four games of the 
season.

the former england man-
ager has never previously 
been relegated from the top 
flight, but the Baggies have 
won just four of his 22 games 
in charge since replacing 
the sacked slavenBilic in  
December.

“We owe it to everyone to 
keep a professional attitude 
and go out and try to win ev-
ery game we’ve got left and 
hope every team above us 
loses every game and then, by 
some magic miracle and some 
fairy dust, we stay up,” said al-
lardyce.

One of those victories was 
away to Wolves in the Black 
Country derby in January.

However, Nunoespirito san-
to’s side gained some measure 
of revenge by denying West 
Brom hope of beating the 
drop.

Both sides battled horren-
dous playing conditions un-
der heavy rain and luck also 
deserted West Brom in first-
half stoppage time when Kyle 
Bartley’s attempted clearance 
ricocheted off Fabio silva and 
into the net to give Wolves the 
lead.

mbayeDiagne levelled on 62 
minutes when he headed in 
Conor townsend’s cross.

But West Brom could not 
find the winner they desper-
ately needed and remain sec-
ond bottom of the table. AFP

Premier League reveals plan to avoid super
League repeat as police probe United protest
eNgLaND’s Premier League 
said it was drawing up a new 
owners’ charter designed to 
avoid future attempts to join a 
breakaway european super 
League (esL) as police launched 
an investigation into the pro-
test that caused the postpone-
ment of manchester United’s 
match against Liverpool.

Fans invaded Old trafford 
and ran onto the pitch on sun-

day as part of a demonstration 
against United’s owners, the 
Us-based glazer family.

greater manchester Police 
said six officers were injured 
after the protests turned “hos-
tile” when demonstrators threw 
flares, bottles and barriers at 
police.

the force said one officer 
sustained a fractured eye sock-
et, another suffered a facial 

wound and a third was “dragged 
and kicked”.

a 28-year-old man has been 
arrested in connection with the 
incidents.

anger towards the glazers 
has been reignited by Unit-
ed’s part in the failed esL 
project, which collapsed 
within 48 hours last month 
after a backlash from fans, 
players, governments and 
governing bodies.

the esL sought to guarantee 
top level european football for 
15 founder members every sea-
son without the need to qualify 
on the pitch.

there have been calls for all 
six english clubs involved in the 
formation of the esL – arsenal, 
Chelsea, Liverpool, manchester 
United, manchester City and 
tottenham Hotspur - to face 
points penalties.

the Premier League said 
monday it was “determined” to 
“hold those clubs accountable 
for their decisions and 
actions”.

It also announced plans for a 
new charter, with all club own-

ers signing up to a rule “com-
mitting them to the core prin-
ciples” of the league, with 
breaches punished by “signifi-
cant” sanctions.

“the events of the last two 
weeks have challenged the 
foundations and resolve of 
english football,” the Premier 
League added.

“these measures are 
designed to stop the threat of 
breakaway leagues in the 
future.”

British Prime minister Boris 
Johnson, speaking monday 
during a campaign visit to the 
north-east english town of 
Hartlepool, where there is a 
parliamentary by-election on 
may 6, said: “I don’t think it’s a 
good idea to have disruptive 
behaviour, demonstrations of 
that kind.

“But on the other hand, I do 
understand people’s strength 
of feeling.

“and I think that it’s a good 
thing that we have been able to 
do things that make it pretty 
clear that the european super 
League is not going to be appre-

ciated by the people of this coun-
try, or by this government.”

‘Glazers out’
the glazers have been deep-

ly unpopular since a leveraged 
takeover of the club in 2005 
saddled United with huge debt 
repayments.

Hundreds of fans managed 
to force their way into Old traf-
ford, chanting “we want glaz-
ers out”.

Large numbers of supporters 
had also gathered outside the 
team hotel, blocking their route 
to the stadium.

as police moved in to dis-
perse the crowd, objects were 
thrown at officers and horses.

a United statement issued 
monday said reports protes-
tors had been able to access 
the stadium and pitch via a 
gate opened by club staff were 
“completely incorrect”.

United said protestors had 
broken through security barri-
ers before eventually opening 
an external door that let others 
through to the concourse area 
and the pitch, with another 

breach occurring when the 
door of a disability access lift 
was smashed.

the statement said the 
“majority of our fans have and 
will condemn criminal dam-
age, along with any violence 
towards club staff, police or 
other fans”.

But while United said they 
did not want peaceful demon-
strators punished, they insist-
ed they would work with police 
to identify those involved in 
criminal activity and would 
impose their “own sanctions” 
on any season ticket-holder or 
member identified.

Nevertheless, United stressed 
they “remain committed to dia-
logue and engagement with 
our fans through the Fans 
Forum and other appropriate 
channels”.

manchester City could have 
been crowned Premier League 
champions on sunday had 
United lost the match.

the Premier League said a 
new date for the match would 
be announced “in due course”. 
AFP

antonio boosts West Ham’s Champions League 
challenge, West Brom headed for relegation

West Ham United’s English midfielder Michail Antonio (second left) scores his team’s first goal during the English Premier League football match 
against Burnley on Monday. AFP

Supporters hold up banners as they protest against Manchester United’s 
owners, outside Old Trafford stadium on May 2, ahead of their English 
Premier League fixture against Liverpool. AFP


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

