
Hin Pisei

THE Kingdom exported 
$2.410 billion worth of gar-
ments, footwear and travel 
goods in the first quarter of 
this year, shrinking 6.48 per 
cent from the $2.577 billion 
posted in the corresponding 
period of 2020, according to 
data from the General 
Department of Customs and 
Excise of Cambodia.

Analysed by category, gar-
ments fell 6.43 per cent from 
$1.897 to $1.775 billion, foot-
wear slumped 7.33 per cent 
from $341 to $316 million, 
and travel goods – including 
suitcases, backpacks, hand-
bags and wallets – declined 
5.89 per cent from $339 to 
$319 million.

Cambodia Footwear Asso-
c iat ion pre sident Ly 
Khunthay told The Post on 
May 5 that the ongoing glo-
bal Covid-19 epidemic has 
forced people to stay indoors 
and has shut down the tour-
ism sector of each country, 
resulting in plummeting 
demand for footwear.

He said, however, that the 
dip in the volume of exports 
in the first quarter had not 
been as steep as in the third 
and fourth quarters of 2020, 
though he did not provide 
any concrete figures.

“The reason for the decline 
in the value of footwear 
exports from Cambodia in 
the first quarter was due to 
declining demand on the 
international market, and 
not related to manufacturing 
activities,” he asserted.

He posited that coronavi-
rus vaccination campaigns 
around the world, coupled 
with the gradual reopening 
of tourism in major coun-
tries, would lead to increased 
orders of Cambodian-made 
footwear starting in the sec-
ond half of 2021.

“I am optimistic that 
orders will pick up in the 
coming months,” he said, 
claiming that the Kingdom 
would remain a desirable 
investment destination, 
particularly in key sectors 
such as garments, footwear 
and travel goods.

Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) deputy secretary-
general Kaing Monika could 
not be reached for comment 
on May 5.

Cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation (CLA) president Sin 
Chanthy noted that a short-
age of empty shipping con-
tainers has increased the 
costs of transporting goods 
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P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
instructed the vaccination 
team from the Ministry of 
National Defence to accel-

erate its campaign and immunise 
the roughly 520,000 residents in the 
red zone and not to worry about a 
shortage as one million additional 
doses of vaccines are scheduled to 
arrive this month.

In an audio message on May 5, 

Hun Sen said the ad-hoc national 
commission for Covid-19 vacci-
nation programme had provided 
900,000 doses of vaccines to the de-
fence ministry for inoculating resi-
dents and workers in the red zones, 
which could cover around 450,000 
people while more than 520,000 
people are currently living there.

“I want to stress that in the red 
zone, unless all people are vac-
cinated, we cannot open it. I want 
to make it clear that we don’t have 

a shortage of vaccines for all the 
520,000 people in the red zone be-
cause one million doses of vaccines 
will arrive on May 11 and 15,” he said.

He told defence minister Tea 
Banh to complete administration of 
the first doses by May 15 for all the 
520,000 residents in the zones be-
cause are facing hardship and there-
fore should be prioritised. 

“We will shower everyone in 
Phnom Penh and Kandal province 
with vaccines, but first we must do 

this in the red zones. So, sooner 
than later, Phnom Penh and Kan-
dal province will have plenty of 
vaccines that we have procured 
from China, a vaccine source that 
has never dried up,” Hun Sen said.

The military kicked off the vaccina-
tion campaign in the red zones on 
May 1 with a goal to vaccinate all of 
the people living there in one month.

The defence ministry said in its 
report on May 5 that in the first 
four days they have vaccinated 

nearly 150,000 people in the target 
districts of Meanchey, Dankgor, 
Por Sen Chey and Kambol.

Ith Sarath – Deputy Commander-
in-Chief and Joint Chief-of-Staff 
of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces –  said there are 37 vaccina-
tion units deployed at 54 locations 
within the red zones.

As of May 4, Cambodia had vac-
cinated 1,525,447 people across the 
country, according to the Ministry 
of Health.

PM rushes Covid-19 jab drive

Garment, travel
goods, footwear
exports drop 6%

INDIA released $6.7 billion in 
cheap financing for vaccine 
makers, hospitals and other 
health firms on May 5, to 
counter the devastating coro-
navirus surge gripping the 
country.

Reserve Bank of India gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das also vowed 
to deploy “unconventional” 
measures if the crisis worsens.

He spoke as India announced 

a record 3,780 deaths in 24 hours 
as well as 382,000 new cases.

This week it became the sec-
ond country after the US to pass 
20 million cases and hospitals 
across the country of 1.3 billion 
people have complained of 
chronic shortages of beds, oxy-
gen, vaccines and key drugs.

“The devastating speed with 
which the virus affects different 
regions of the country has to be 

matched by swift and wide-
ranging actions,” Das said.

The new measures – making 
it easier for banks to give cheap 
loans to hospitals, oxygen 
manufacturers and even 
patients – aim to improve 
access to emergency health 
care, he said.

The central bank will also 
give some general business 
borrowers more time to repay 

loans to help underpin the 
economy, Das said.

“The immediate objective is 
to preserve human life and 
restore livelihoods through all 
means possible,” he added.

India’s underfunded health 
care system has struggled to 
cope with the latest Covid-19 
onslaught, with patients dying 
in hospital parking lots due to a 
lack of beds and oxygen. AFP

India pledges $6.7B in Covid loans
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Battambang provincial authorities have temporarily closed Sampov 
Loun District Referral Hospital after an in-patient tested 
positive for Covid-19. Facebook

Lay Samean

BATTAMBANG provincial 
authorities temporarily closed 
Sampov Loun District Referral 
Hospital on May 3 after an in-
patient tested positive for 
Covid-19.

A notice signed by provin-
cial governor Nguon Ratanak 
on May 3 said the hospital’s 
closure – located in Trapeang 
Prolit village of Sampov Loun 
district’s Santepheap com-
mune – is to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. 

The parient was identified as 
a 61-year-old resident of 
Thmei village in Malai district’s 
Malai commune.

“During the temporary clo-
sure, the hospital will be cor-
doned off and its in-patient 
and out-patient services will 
be suspended to find people 
who had direct and indirect 
contact with the 61-year-old,” 
the notice said.

People who had contact with 
patient must immediately 
notify the provincial health 
department administration’s 
working group.

The letter also stated that 
fines would be applied if indi-
viduals intentionally fail to 
comply with the administrative 
and health measures imposed 

by the government and the pro-
vincial administration.

Separately, the Battambang 
Provincial Administration 
has permitted Virak Buntham 
Express Tour & Travel (VET 
Travel) to reopen some 
branches in Battambang 
town after 88 staff members 
tested negative for Covid-19.

Provincial Department of 
Information director Sous 
Sopheak said the provincial 
hall decided to allow the firm 
to reopen the locations from 
May 3 after test results from its 
seven branches in the prov-
ince returned negative.

Prior to the suspension, a 
Virak Buntham driver trans-
ported goods from Banteay 
Meanchey province’s Poipet 
town to Battambang’s border 
districts including Sampov 
Loun and neighbouring 
Phnom Proek and Kamrieng 
districts, Sopheak said.

“Later, Pailin provincial 
authorities found the driver to 
be Covid-19 positive using the 
Rapid Antigen Test for Covid-
19. But then the driver was 
tested at Battambang provin-
cial referral hospital, and the 
result came back negative. So, 
the provincial administration 
allowed the company to reo-
pen,” he said.

B’bang hospital shut 
as Covid case found; 
transporter reopened

Long Kimmarita

MINISTRY of Justice officials 
held a meeting with other min-
istries on May 4 to discuss four 
areas of government reform, 
including public finance, pub-
lic administration, sub-nation-
al administration and justice. 

Justice ministry secretary 
of state and spokesman Chin 
Malin said the meeting fo-
cused on how the three areas 
of proposed reforms in pub-
lic finance, public admin-
istration and sub-national 
administration can go hand 
in hand with reforms in the 
judicial sector, calling this 
process the “3+1 reforms”.

He said in the past, the re-
forms in the four sectors had 
been progressing individu-
ally. Reform in public finance, 
public administration, and 
sub-national administration 
had worked well together, but 
not with the inclusion of the 
judicial sector, though in real-
ity they are intertwined.

“To make all reforms con-
sistent and ensure that they 
support each other, we decid-
ed to name this process the 
3+1. That is because the other 
three related to administra-
tion have already been coor-
dinated with each other, but 
the judicial reforms are dif-
ferent and harder to be made 
consistent with those three. 

“When we talk about the ju-
dicial sector, it is related to the 
court system which is different 
from the others,” he said.

He said that to make the three 
other reform areas consistent 
with the judicial reforms, they 
needed a mechanism that in-
cluded information and ex-
perience exchange as well as 
the exchange of documents. 
When this is achieved, a com-
mon strategy will be set forth 
in the near future.

Pech Pisey, Transparency 
International Cambodia (TI 
Cambodia) executive director, 
said the government reforms 
had made good progress, but 

there are still some points that 
needed more attention and 
clarification, such as monitor-
ing and evaluating the nation-
al budget and other indepen-
dent institutions tasked with 
oversight of the reforms.

“The core of reform in all 
of these sectors are strategic 
preparation and a clear work 

structure that effectively pre-
vents corruption and bribery 
in all sectors.

“Attention should be paid 
to how to save money with 
the national budget and how 
to spend the budget with ef-
ficiency, because the overall 
amount in our national bud-
get is low,” he said.
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The Kang Keng international airport in Preah Sihanouk province. Supplied

Officials from the four ministries during a virtual discussion of the ‘3+1’ 
reforms. juStice miniStry

Invitation to Bid         :    Supply and Installation of the Solar  

                                                 based AC electricity mini-grid  

                                                 system in Ratanakiri Province,  

                                                 Cambodia

Deadline                       :     Extended to 17 May 2021 by  

                                                 12:00 pm, Cambodia time.

Download Link           :  

https://procurement-notices.undp.org/view_notice.

cfm?notice_id=77865

Quotation submission address: 
https://etendering.partneragencies.org 

Business Unit code: KHM10 and Event ID:  KHM41925

UNDP partners with people at all levels 
of society to help build nations that can 
withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the 
kind of growth that improves the quality 
of life for everyone. On the ground in more 
than 170 countries and territories, we o�er 
global perspective and local insight to help 
empower lives and build resilient nations.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Ry Sochan

P
REAH Sihanouk pro-
vincial  governor 
Kouch Chamroeun 
has cancelled the 

quarantine requirement for 
inbound passengers from 
Phnom Penh and Siem Reap.

The quarantine measure was 
introduced on April 29 in a bid to 
prevent the spread of the novel 
coronavirus from the country’s 
main Covid-19 hotspots.  

Exemptions were granted 
to passengers who were tran-
siting the province before 
travelling to other countries; 
travellers to hospitals, health 
centres, maternity centres or 
emergency medical facilities; 
passengers who are either 
public or private medical 
staff, civil servants, firefight-
ers; armed forces who are car-
rying out missions for their 
units; and passengers with 
essential and urgent reasons 
to skip quarantine, or as per-
mitted by the authorities.

The decision dated May 5 
said: “Cancel the 14-day quar-
antine reguirement for travel-
lers entering Sihanoukville 
via flights from Phnom Penh 
and Siem Reap.”

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Hall spokesman Kheang Phear-
um told The Post on May 5 that 
the quarantine cancellation 
was due to the downgrading 

of Covid-19 risk in a number of 
Phnom Penh’s red zones.

“Thus, we cancelled our de-
cision on flights traveling from 
Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville 
as well as from Siem Reap to 
Sihanoukville International 
Airport, which previously re-
quired passengers to do 14-day 
qurantines,” Phearum said.

“Now . . . there is no quar-

antine,” he added.
Phearum said Sihanoukville 

is still designated as a locked 
down area, and so far no de-
cision has been made to re-
move or exempt it from the 
lockdown.

“Planes which fly from 
Phnom Penh or Siem Reap to 
Sihanoukville will land at Kang 
Keng International Airport in 
Prey Nop district,” he said.

Phearum said the provin-
cial administration has been 
considering a number of 
measures that are under dis-
cussion to ensure that pas-
sengers on these flights do 
not carry the virus.

“The official decision on the 
measures we are still debating 
has not been decided yet, so I 
have not been able to provide 
information for publication 
at this time,” he said.

As of May 4, Preah Sihanouk 
province had recorded a total 
of 2,023 cases, with 1,116 re-
maining hospitalised and six 
fatalities.

P Sihanouk scraps quarantine 
measure for airline passengers

Preah Sihanouk provincial governor Kuoch Chamroeun first imposed 
the quarantine requirement on April 29 in a bid to prevent the spread 
of the novel coronavirus from the country’s main Covid-19 hotspots. 
preah Sihanouk provincial adminiStration

Ministries discuss ‘3+1 reforms’
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T
HE Labour Advisory 
Committee (LAC) 
of the Ministry of 
Labour and Voca-

tional Training issued a set 
of  procedures to be applied 
for reopening factories after 
the lockdown is lifted at the 
onset of May 6. 

The committee has de-
cided that all of the workers 
in each factory will work just 
two weeks per month, with 
50 per cent of the workforce 
working the first two weeks 
each month while the other 
50 per cent working the fol-
lowing two weeks in an al-
ternating schedule.  

However, factories with 
80 per cent of their work-
ers vaccinated – even with 
their first dose – will not 
be forced to run at half-ca-
pacity, but are expected to 
maintain Covid-19 preven-
tive measures. 

This decision was made at 
a video conference meeting 
attended by 28 LAC mem-
bers on May 4, according to 
a statement released by the 
labour ministry.

It said the ministry had 
proposed to the govern-
ment suggesting temporal 
conditions in reopening the 
factories where workers had 
contracted Covid-19. 

“When the factories and 
enterprises reopen after the 
lockdown, they have to com-
ply with this ruling by only 

permitting 50 per cent of 
the total workforce to work 
at once and the other 50 per 
cent to work the other two 
weeks,” the statement said.

The first two weeks of the 
month are prioritised for 
workers who have been vac-
cinated, either the first or sec-
ond dose. However, they must 
not be among the residents of 
high-risk areas whose samples 
must be taken for testing. 

Priority is also given to 
those who already have had 
their specimens taken for 
testing as certified by medi-
cal workers or the ministry’s 
medical staff. Correspond-
ing to the amount of work 
being done, the employers 
have to pay 50 per cent of 
the minimum wage.

The factories and enter-
prises must provide each 
worker with a face mask 

during their shift and be 
equipped with gel sanitis-
ers. Workers must have 
their temperatures checked 
before work and good ven-
tilation systems must be in-
stalled. Factories must have 
Covid-19 test kits on hand 
sufficient to test at least 10 
per cent of the total work-
force present. 

The factories must also 
take samples from workers 

for testing if their workplace 
location is changed from 
one building to another 
within the same factory. 

Staff who have contact 
with outsiders such as those 
in the food services de-
partment, security guards, 
cleaners and those who are 
in charge of taking the sam-
ples and temperature checks 
must also be tested.

The ministry requested the 
government provide food 
relief to the factory workers 
whose work is suspended or 
those who are undergoing 
treatment or quarantine.

The labour ministry 
stressed that workers living 
in red zones in the capital or 
provinces cannot go to work.

Fa Saly, president of the 
National Trade Union Con-
federation, told The Post on 
May 5 that he was concerned 
about the factories reopen-
ing when the transmission 
rate remained high. 

“I am concerned and I urge 
the ministry, factories and en-
terprises in Phnom Penh and 
adjancent Takmao town [in 
Kandal province] to reconsid-
er whether to reopen in order 
to avoid transmission among 
workers,” he said.

LAC urged the govern-
ment to provide vaccines 
to factory workers, tuk-tuk 
drivers, tenants living near-
by factories, vendors near 
the factories and the staff 
at restaurants, resorts and 
hotels.
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The Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) represented by the 1. 
Ministry of Economy and Finance has received a Loan from the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) for Second Greater Mekong 
Subregion Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth Project 
and intends to apply part of the Loan proceed to payments under 
Contract Ref. No.: PMU/MPWT/TIIGP2/NCB/CW02a for the 
works, Koh Tunsay Pier and Tourist Facilities.
The Ministry of Public Works and Transport now invites sealed 2. 
bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the Contract No. PMU/
MPWT/TIIGP2/NCB/CW02a. The construction period is fifteen 
(15) months from date of notification to commence. The Bidder 
evaluation and qualification criteria are included in Section II of 
the bidding document.  

Procurement will be conducted through National Competitive 3. 
Bidding Procedures outlined in the Government’s Standard 
Operating Procedures on Procurement for Externally Financed 
Projects/Programs.
This invitation is open to all qualified bidders from eligible 4. 
source countries of as described in the Bidding Document.
Bidders attention is drawn to Sub-Clause 6.3 of the Instructions 5. 
to Bidders (ITB) on the Qualification requirements. Qualification 
requirements include: 

The average annual volume of construction work of the  
successful bidder over the last three years (2018-2019 & 
2020) shall be at least US$2.76 million.
The minimum amount of liquid assets and/or credit facilities  
net of other contractual commitments of the successful 
Bidder shall be at least US$0.35 million.
The bidder has satisfactorily completed at least one contract  
similar in size and nature as prime contractor in the last five 
(5) years (from 1st January 2016 to 31st December 2020) (to 
comply with this requirement, works cited should be at least 
70% complete, billed and paid) with contractual value of 
the contract of not less than US$1.38 million. The similarity 
of the works experience shall include: Building/Bridge 
Construction.
For Cambodian Bidders: valid registration from the Ministry  
of Commerce (MOC), and Land Management Urban Planning 
and Construction (LMUPC) or Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport (MPWT), and a valid registration/permit /patent 
issued by the Ministry of Economy and Finance (MEF).

Bidders with duly audited financial statements by an  
independent firm, for the last three (3) years (2018, 2019 
& 2020) demonstrating soundness of its financial position. 
As a minimum, the Bidder’s net worth for the last three (3) 
years calculated as the difference between total assets and 
total liabilities should be positive. The financial statements 
and its audit should not violate the relevant national statutory 
accounting standards.

The qualification criteria are more completely described in 
the Sub Clause 6.3 and 6.1(h) of the Instructions to Bidders 
in the Bidding Documents including essential equipment and 
key personnel.

To obtain further information from and inspect the Bidding 6. 
Documents, Bidders should contact the following (contact details 
provided in para 12 below) during office hour from 06 May 2021 
to 09 June 2021 from 08:00 – 12:00 and 14.00 – 17:00 hours 
(Cambodia Standard Time), Monday through Friday, except 
public holidays.
A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by 7. 
interested bidders on the submission of a written application 
to the address above and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of USD 150.00 or its equivalent in Cambodian Riel being 
600,000.00 Riel. The method of payment will be in cash or deposit 
to Bank Account Name/No: General Department of National 
Treasury/000000001333 of National Bank of Cambodia. The 
Bidding Documents may be collected in person, or may be sent 
by email or courier, at the discretion of the bidder, but the bidder 
has to deposit the fee at the above bank account and to pay for 
courier charge by his/her arrangement as appropriate. Other than 
payment of the non-refundable fee specified above, there are no 
other conditions for the purchase of the bidding documents.
In case of any difficulty in purchase of the Bidding Documents, 8. 
interested parties may contact in writing:

H.E. Vong Pisith
Project Director 
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism Infrastructure 
for Inclusive Growth Project
PMU Office, First Floor, Road 598, Sangkat Chraing 
Chamres II, Khan Russey Keo, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
Tel/Fax: +855 23 426 110 / Mail: vong_pisith@yahoo.com

 
           and also send a copy of the communication to:

General Departments of International Cooperation and i. 
Debt Management of the Ministry of Economic and 
Finance located at St. 92, Sangkat Wat Phnom, Khan 
Daun Penh, Phnom Penh Cambodia, Tel: 023 724 664; 
Fax: 023 724 798

Ms. Siti Hasanah, ii. 
Urban Development Specialist, 
Asian Development Bank, 6, ADB, Avenue, 
Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, Philippines, 
Email: shasanah@adb.org  

Bids must be delivered to the address below (Para. 12) on or 9. 
before 10:00 a.m. (Cambodia Standard Time) on 09 June 2021. 
Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be immediately opened 
after the deadline for submission of bid in the presence of the 
bidders’ representatives who choose to attend in person at the 
address below at 10:00 a.m. (Cambodia Standard Time) on 09 
June 2021. 
All bids shall be accompanied by a 10. Bid Securing Declaration as 
described in the ITB. 
The Government and Asian Development Bank will respectively 11. 
declare a firm ineligible either indefinitely or for a stated period 
of time, to be awarded a contract funded by them, if they at any 
time determine that the firm has engaged in fraud and corruption 
as described in ITB 3.
The address referred to above is:  12. 

The address for (i) obtaining of information (ii) collection of bidding  
              document (iii) submission of bid document, and (iv) opening of bids:

 PMU Office, First Floor, Road 598, Sangkat Chraing Chamres II,  
            Khan Russey Keo, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Attention:  H.E. Vong Pisith
  Project Director 

Second Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism 
Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth Project
PMU Office, First Floor, Road 598, Sangkat Chraing 
Chamres II, Khan Russey Keo, Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, 
Tel/Fax: +855 23 426 110 
Mail: vong_pisith@yahoo.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS

Ministry of Public Works and Transport
Second Greater Mekong Subregion Tourism Infrastructure for Inclusive Growth Project: ADB Loan 3701-CAM (COL)

Contract Ref: PMU/MPWT/TIIGP2/NCB/CW02a
Koh Tunsay Pier and Tourist Facilities

Rules set for factory reopenings

Garment workers during their lunch break outsides the factory in Chak Angre Krom commune of Phnom 
Penh’s Meanchey disrict. heng chivoan

Mobile vendor’s
bread lands five
in Anlong Veng
referral hospital

FIVE people were rushed to Anlong 
Veng district referral hospital 
in Oddar Meanchey province on 

May 4 for food poisoning after eating 
bread bought from a motorcycle rider in 
O’Tamen village in the district’s Anlong 
Veng commune.

District police chief Sim Vanna identi-
fied the victims as Meth Mean, 45; his 
daughter Mean Pharin, 17; Phan Phea, 
46; Mean Phalida, 11; and Eang Sokla, a 
seven-year-old son of the village chief.

Citing the victims’ accounts, Vanna 
said that at 3pm of May 4, the five 
bought the bread from a motorist for 
1,000 riel ($0.25).

None of them felt unwell after eating 
the bread, but about an hour later, they 
felt dizzy, nauseous and had diarrhoea. 
They then reported the incident to An-
long Veng commune police, who rushed 
them to hospital. They recovered and 
returned home the next day. Kim Sarom

People receive treatment at Anlong 
Veng district referral hospital in Oddar 
Meanchey province on Tuesday for food 
poisoning after eating bread bought 
from a motorcycle rider. FacebooK
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Kim Sarom

SIX Chinese men who were 
smuggled in from Vietnam 
were arrested and sent to a 
quarantine centre in Svay 
Rieng province’s Svay Rieng 
town on the night of may 3 
after residents spotted them 
walking through Prasot 2 vil-
lage in Svay Teap district’s 
Kandieng Reay commune.

Svay Teap district police 
chief Keo Sophorn on may 5 
identified the Chinese men, 
aged 18 to 22, would be re-
ferred to the higher authori-
ties for further action follow-
ing the quarantine. 

“after we arrested and inter-
rogated them, we sent them 
to the quarantine centre in 
Svay Rieng town. as for fur-
ther steps, I do not know what 
actions my superiors will de-
cide on,” Sophorn said.

according to the villagers, 
at around 8pm on may 3 the 
residents of Kandieng Reay 
commune’s Prasot 2 village 
spotted the Chinese nationals 
walking through their village.

as the people were all well 
aware of the border closure 
orders and the ministry of 
Health’s Covid-19 preventive 
measures, they reported their 
presence to the Kandieng 
Reay commune police.

The provincial immigration 
police were also called in to 

help deal with situation.
“They do not have pass-

ports with them, and be-
cause of the fear of infection 
with Covid-19 the authori-
ties decided to take them to 
the quarantine centres now 
before taking further action,” 
Sophorn said.

Sar Keo, director of the pro-
vincial immigration police of-
fice, declined to provide further 
details, saying only that further 
legal action would be taken.

“[Travelling] without  pass-
ports ... is illegal, and so is 
crossing the border when it is 
closed. But I didn’t dare go near 
them for now, we need to wait 
until they have finished their 
quarantine period,” he said.

a police officer in Svay Teap 
district who asked not to be 
named said the Chinese na-
tionals illegally crossed the 
border from Vietnam. 

Citing the authority’s pre-
liminary conclusions, he said 
it was believed that they took 
taxi from the Bavet interna-
tional border towards the 
Svay Rieng provincial town, 
but due to the unfavourable 
situation and the driver’s fear 
of authorities guarding the 
border area, he dropped the 
Chinese men halfway.

Six Chinese nabbed
for illegally crossing
int’l border from VN

Unity, open heart matter in
times of duress, Sokha says
Nov Sivutha

F
ORmER opposition 
leader Kem Sokha on 
may 5 said Cambodia 
should not lose hope 

or reject assistance from com-
patriots and foreign “friends” 
amid the ongoing community 
outbreak of Covid-19. 

Sokha, former president of 
the Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP), made the call 
after meeting Carmen more-
no, head of the EU delegation 
in Cambodia, at his home in 
Phnom Penh.

In a Facebook post on may 
4, Sokha said he had been 
purchasing and providing 
food assistance to needy 
people affected by the pan-
demic every month. But this 
was interrupted due to the 
lockdown of the capital and 
adjacent Kandal town in Kan-
dal province was imposed, he 
said without elaborating.

He said that every month he 
usually meets with foreign am-
bassadors to exchange views 
and ask them to continue pro-
viding support to Cambodians.

“I believe that Cambodia is 
a small country and its peo-
ple are still poor. When there 
is a crisis, we always need as-
sistance in the form of equip-
ment, financing, technical 
help, and perspectives from 

the international community 
as they offer it to us. 

“We must not lose hope or 
reject the assistance provided 
on a humanitarian basis from 
our friends.

“But like I have said and 
done, what is really important 
is to start with the Cambodian 
people and increase our under-
standing about the livelihoods 
of our people and the country. 
We must love our people and 
participate in helping Cambo-
dia in this difficult time. 

“There must be forgiveness 

and unity among Cambodi-
ans. No one should put their 
individual interests ahead of 
Cambodia’s,” he said. 

Spokesman for the ruling 
Cambodian People’s Party 
Sok Eysan said the meeting 
between Sokha and the EU’s 
moreno was a private matter 
between them. But he warned 
that if the meeting was more 
than just a normal conversa-
tion, it could violate the court 
order banning Sokha from in-
volvement in politics. 

He said Sokha should not be 

attempting to negotiate coop-
eration between Cambodia and 
the EU and that diplomacy be-
tween Cambodia and the bloc 
should be conducted between 
the government that was elect-
ed in Cambodia and the elected 
representatives of the EU.

“She [moreno] clearly 
knows this already because 
she is a diplomat, but if she 
talks to [Sokha] what is the 
point of that? She could come 
and talk with the government 
that was elected by the will of 
the people,” he said.

Former opposition leader Kem Sokha (right) on May 5 meets Carmen Moreno, head of the EU delegation in 
Cambodia, at his home in Phnom Penh. Kem SoKha via FacebooK Page

www.phnompenhpost.com
ChECK thE PoSt wEbSitE 
For brEaKing nEwS

Wing Cash Xpress agents nationwide 
made further benevolent gestures with 
donations to support vulnerable local 
communities striving to make ends meet 
during the Covid-19 outbreak.

From Stung Meanchey district 
in Phnom Penh to the northeast of 
Cambodia, agents are sharing food and 
daily essentials to those in need in their 
neighbourhoods.

“Solidarity is critical in overcoming 
difficulties arising from such crisis 
situations. We are very proud that many of 
our agents have again made such inspiring 
contributions. Their generous acts will 
hopefully lead their neighbours to step up 
and follow suit,” Wing Bank (Cambodia) 
Plc CEO Manu Rajan said.

Thirty-year-old Tann Seak Leang, who 
hails from the capital’s Stung Meanchey 
district, donated 300 kilograms of rice, 
cans of fish and bottles of fish sauce from 
her kiosk to nearby residents, many who 
toil as construction workers or earn a 
living through scavenging.

“My contribution is not that much but 
it will help reduce the burden on their 
families. My mother and I have been living 
here for nearly 30 years and we want to 
help our neighbours,” she said.

Away from the capital in Ratanakkiri 
province, Mou Siv Tan, 38, the owner of 
the Thai Chhang Wing outlet shared Seak 
Leang’s altruism.

She distributed meal boxes – with 
one for the needy and the another for 
vaccination centres.

“It is in the spirit of sharing with our 

community during times of need. I am also 
asking my relatives to join this charitable 
cause,” she said. 

Wing’s chief consumer business 
officer Chheangsreng Srun, who has been 
monitoring these selfless acts of charity 
by Wing agents as they share their stories 
online, advised them to follow all safety 
measures while helping others.

“We have seen many agents in 
Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, Kampong 
Chhnang, Mondulkiri and other provinces 
making donations to support their nearby 
communities.

“We have asked them to adhere to 
health safety procedures including wearing 
face masks, maintaining social distancing 
and following all safety markings while 
they are donating,” he said.

Wing also joined the philanthropic 
endeavours by waiving money transfer 
fees for all Wing to Wing transactions 
using the Wing Money App and 
increasing the daily money transfer 
limits to $20,000. 

The moves make it easier for all 
Cambodians to send money to their 
families while at the same time reducing 
travel during the pandemic.

WingMall is also providing free delivery 
services to struggling merchants and to 
those purchasing food, groceries and 
essential items via the Wing Money App. 

The general public can also make 
instant digital payments through the 
app for essential services such as utility 
payments, phone top-ups, payments to 
merchants and delivery services. 

Wing Agents lead way with philanthropic 
endeavours during Covid-19 outbreak

Wing Cash Xpress Agents go the extra mile to help 
local communities with personal donations.

Wing agent and her family set up donation in front of their kiosk. supplied 

Wing Agent’s family are packing their donation for the 
community. supplied 

Tann SeakLeang gives a pack of rice, fish cans, and fish sauce 
to her neighbour in front of her Wing’s kiosk. supplied 



People were arrested in a raid on a restaurant for gathering to drink alcohol and use drugs. Police 
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Long Kimmarita

aN aLLIaNCE of nearly 40 civil soci-
ety organisations lauded the govern-
ment’s successful ban on all forms of 
alcoholic drink advertising during 
the Covid-19 outbreak but called for 
a permanently ban.

The government suspended the 
advertising of alcoholic drinks in the 
media for the whole april, including 
a ban on the sale and consumption 
across the country to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19.

a joint statement issued by the 
group on may 4 said that currently 
the number of Covid-19 cases in 
Cambodia was of great concern 
as the disease was spreading and 
threatening people’s lives.

The group emphasised that con-
sumption of alcohol increased the 
risk of contracting Covid-19 and has 
a negative impact on health and so-
cial wellbeing, such as violence and 
the cause of more than 200 diseases, 
as confirmed by a report from the 
World Health Organisation in 2012.

ministry of Information spokesman 
meas Sophoan said on may 4 that the 
ministry had not decided on this re-
quest because Cambodia does not yet 
have a law on administering the con-
sumption and sale of alcohol.

However, he stressed that given 
its success in suspending the dis-
tribution and sale of alcohol during 
the outbreak, the ministry will con-
sider issuing further measures as the 
Covid-19 outbreak has not eased.

“Given the ongoing Covid-19 epi-
demic development, ... the ministry 
is looking into this,” he said.

CSOs call for 
a permanent 
ban on alcohol 
advertising

Heavy rains, floods forecast
as monsoon season beckons

Seventeen arrested in B’bang
alcohol, drug raid sent to court

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THIS year’s rainy season could 
see some provinces in the 
mekong River Basin catch-
ment area and the central low-
lands along the rivers vulner-
able to floods, according to the 
ministry of Water Resources 
and meteorology’s first annual 
mekong River flood forecast.

The forecast was announced 
earlier this week after a group 
of meteorologists and hydrolo-
gists determined that Cambo-
dia was affected by weather 
that was 10 per cent El Nino 
(hot), 30 per cent La Nina (cold), 

and 60 per cent Neutral.
It said these conditions 

would cause heavy rainfall 
across the country.

The mekong, Tonle Sap and 
Tonle Bassac rivers’ water levels 
are now higher than or close to 
the average of many years ago.

“Referring to the current 
mekong River’s situation, weath-
er factor and analysis on the rela-
tion between minimum and 
maximum water levels … in 
2021, the water level may reach 
9.30m, which is considered a 
medium flood,” water resources 
minister Lim Kean Hor said.

He said that from may to 

October, there will be heavy 
rainfall in both the mekong 
River Basin and across Cam-
bodia, which is likely to trigger 
floods in the middle or at the 
end of the rainy season.

On the afternoon of may 4, 
ministry spokesman Chan 
yutha called on people and 
authorities in the mekong 
Basin and the central lowlands 
adjacent to the mekong River 
and its tributaries in Cambo-
dia to increase vigilance.

“Right now, the water level of 
the mekong River is still low, but 
it is likely to rise faster between 
august and September. There-
fore, the people and relevant 
authorities should be better 
prepared to respond to and 
reduce the risk of floods that 
may occur this year,” he said.

Keo Vy, a senior adviser at the 
National Committee for Disas-
ter management (NCDm), told 
The Post that to respond to and 
reduce the risk of floods, NCDm 
has already prepared the 
resources necessary to rescue 
people vulnerable to floods.

“at the moment, our team is 
helping build houses and pro-
vide food to families affected by 
the typhoon and lightning 
strikes, as well as families affect-
ed by the Covid-19 outbreak. as 
for our response to floods, we 
are ready, even though there are 
no floods yet,” he said.

Lay Samean

POLICE sent 17 of 26 people 
arrested in a raid on a restau-
rant to Battambang Provincial 
Court on may 4 for gathering 
to drink alcohol and use drugs 
as provincial authorities and 
the ministry of Health banned 
this type of behaviour to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19.

Sok Nimol, provincial head of 
the anti-drug bureau, said a 
joint force raided the restaurant 
in Boeung Raing village of Kam-
rieng district, where the sus-
pects were arrested and 4.44gm 

of methamphetamine (ice) and 
other items were seized.

The police are building a 
case for referral to court to fur-
ther legal action.

“I’m preparing the case to 
send the 17 suspected drug sus-
pects and the restaurant’s own-
er to the court today. Nine peo-
ple had no drugs. We have 
educated them and allowed 
them to return home,” he said.

Nimol added that of the 17 sus-
pects, eight are supervisors of 
KTVs, and the rest are minors. 
The authorities have temporarily 
shut down the establishment.

He said that as of may 4 the 
court was still questioning the 
suspects.

In coordination with the pro-
vincial court prosecutor, police 
joined by the provincial deputy 
police chief in charge anti-drug 
work, and the anti-drug bureau 
forces raided the restaurant.

In a bid to curb the spread of 
Covid-19, the provincial 
administration has temporar-
ily banned people from selling 
alcohol and gathering to drink, 
gambling and playing sports 
for 14 days from april 29 to 
may 13.

Dark clouds gather over Phnom Penh skyline. from May to October, 
there will be heavy rainfall in both the Mekong River Basin and across 
Cambodia. Hong Menea

Cambodia, Singapore team up 
for online education conference
Voun Dara

T
HE Cambodian ministry of 
Education and Singapore’s 
National Institute of Educa-
tion co-organised an online 

training course on 21st century 
school leadership and education 
management for school administra-
tors, inspectors and national trainers 
beginning on may 4 with sessions 
running through September 30. 

The workshop was held under the 
theme 21st Century School Manage-
ment Tasks and 21st Century School 
Management Guidelines for 128 
school administrators, inspectors 
and national trainers.

Education minister Hang Chuon 
Naron said during the opening cer-
emony via video conference on may 
4 that the workshop was designed to 
develop the capacity of these target 
groups to lead schools, compile doc-
uments for further training for other 
school administrations and ensure 
sustainability within the framework 
of the education ministry. 

“School effectiveness depends on 
leadership with responsibility, au-
tonomy, evaluation and student’s 
parents and community involve-
ment, management and leadership 
of the school management, continu-
ous human resources development, 
teaching materials, infrastructure 
and financial resources,” he said.

Naron thanked Singapore’s Na-
tional Institute of Education and the 
Temasek Foundation for their coop-
eration in training school manage-
ment, inspectors and national train-
ers despite the Covid-19 crisis.

Education ministry spokesman 

Ros Soveacha said his ministry gen-
erally welcomes positive coopera-
tion from ministries, institutions 
and all stakeholders in promoting 
digital education in line with the 
Education Strategic Plan 2019-2023 
in response to Cambodia’s digital 
economy.

He said that in the next phase of 
2019-2023 and towards 2030, the 
education ministry is committed to 
achieving the fourth sustainable de-
velopment goal on education based 
on the principles of quality, equity, 
inclusiveness and lifelong learning.

“On this basis, the education 

ministry has set two policies – the 
first is to ensure quality education 
with an equity, inclusiveness, and 
promotion of lifelong learning op-
portunities for all, and second is to 
ensure the effectiveness of leader-
ship and management of educa-
tional officials at all levels.”

Education minister Hang Chuon Naron said during the opening ceremony of an online training course on 21st century school 
leadership and education management via video conference on May 4. eDUcaTion MiniSTRY
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.2597 6.5437 109.83 4.1315 1.3396 31.37 0.7622 1.1885 1.3820

Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,500 16,420 16,580 16,400

2 GTI 4,400 4,400 4,460 4,380

3 PAS 13,020 13,160 13,160 13,000

4 PEPC 3,060 3,060 3,070 3,050

5 PPAP 13,680 13,980 13,980 13,680

6 PPSP 1,920 1,930 1,930 1,910

7 PWSA 7,220 7,260 7,280 7,160

Date: May 5, 2021

Continued from page 1

abroad from Cambodia since the sec-
ond quarter of 2020.

Rising shipping costs are more or 
less affecting all orders, especially to 
distant destinations such as the US 
and Europe, he said.

“Since mid-2020, shipping costs have 
risen steadily, now five times higher to 
some destinations than in 2019” before 
the Covid-19 outbreak, Chanthy said.

The Kingdom exported $17.21537 bil-
lion worth of goods last year, up by 16.72 
per cent from $14.74874 billion in 2019, 
the ministry of Commerce said in its 
2020 annual performance report.

Broken down by sector, garments 
ranked first in exports, reaching 
$7.42028 billion, down 10.24 per cent 
on a yearly basis, followed by foot-
wear ($1.11673 billion, down 11.69 
per cent) and travel goods ($964.7 
million, down 10.58 per cent).

Rising shipping
costs affecting
import orders

Commerce ministry
invites businesses to
China import event
Thou Vireak

THE ministry of Commerce has called 
on local traders, businesspeople and 
enterprises to participate in The 4th 
China International Import Expo 
(CIIE) and seize opportunities to forge 
new partnerships and expand exports 
to the behemoth asian market.

The trade fair will be held on 
November 5-10 in Shanghai and the 
Kingdom will participate remotely, 
promoting products and services 
online to the international arena, the 
ministry said on april 28.

Cambodia will take part in the event 
to find markets for domestic products, 
promote investment opportunities 
and attract foreign investors, it said, 
adding that the Kingdom will also 
send companies with branches or dis-

tribution networks in China to attend 
in-person and set up booths.

“We invite private companies doing 
business in Cambodia, or those with 
branches or distributors in China who 
wish to participate in the fourth inter-
national import exposition timely fill 
out the forms and submit their projects 
to the Exhibition affairs Department 
under the ministry of Commerce’s 
General Department of Trade Promo-
tion before may 7, 2021, as scheduled, 
so that the ministry can help.

“Private companies planning to 
seek investment partners or sign 
memorandums of understanding 
with participating countries should 
also contact the ministry immedi-
ately,” the ministry said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
(CCC) vice-president Lim Heng told The 

Post on may 5 that the CCC will arrange 
for its members to attend the CIIE and 
find more investment partners.

Heng stressed that this trade fair is 
very important for Cambodia to find 
international partners for trade, espe-
cially in agro-business and technology.

“We have already received this 
information from the ministry of 
Commerce and have been promoting 

it to members of the commerce 
chamber who are looking for part-
ners or to do business with China and 
to attend exhibitions, in order to fur-
ther enhance cooperation,” he said.

While he noted that a sizable por-
tion of attendees are likely to join 
virtually, Heng did not have an esti-
mate for the number of CCC mem-
bers who will participate.

9 US franchising
companies eye
Cambodia entry
May Kunmakara

N
INE famous US franchis-
ing companies are looking 
for business opportunities 
and expansion into Cam-

bodia to build a footstep for a strong 
foundation in Southeast asia.

The US embassy in Phnom Penh, in 
partnership with the US Foreign Com-
mercial Service and with support from 
the american Chamber of Commerce 
in Cambodia (amCham), hosted the 
Cambodia Franchise Expo on may 5.

The virtual expo brought together 
nine well regarded US franchis-
ing companies – The Boiling Crab, 
Chili’s, Dickey’s BBQPit, Duck Do-
nuts, Long John Silver’s, mathna-
sium, Snap Fitness, Tapout Fitness 
and Tumbles – with over 30 Cambo-
dian businesses and entrepreneurs 
to discuss potential partnerships.

Delivering the opening remarks at 
the event, ambassador Patrick mur-
phy said trade and investment flows 
between the US and the Kingdom 
are increasing.

murphy said more US companies 
are arriving in the Kingdom each year, 

bringing with them what he said were 
ethical business practices, high la-
bour and environmental standards, 
and strong corporate social responsi-
bility programmes that connect with 
local communities.

He said that with high standards, 
innovation, and quality of products 
and services, US businesses are of-
ten the first way Cambodians con-
nect with the US.

US companies and famous brands 
have been overall successful and are 
growing in Cambodia, ranging from 
Ford automobiles and Facebook to 
Starbucks coffee and Papa John’s 
pizza, he added.

“Cambodians seek out these high-
quality products and services, and 
there is an appetite for more. This 
event is just one of many conduct-
ed by the US embassy to introduce 
more US companies to Cambodia.

“you see many of these brands in 
Southeast asia today – Bangkok, Sin-
gapore and Ho Chi minh City. The 
time is right to see them in Phnom 
Penh as well.

“I am confident that the expo will 
raise awareness of excellent business 

opportunities and establish connec-
tions that yield results for both coun-
tries,” murphy said.

amCham president anthony Gal-
liano told The Post on may 5 on the 
sidelines of the event that increasing 
awareness of US brands and stan-
dards, and supporting the sales of US 
products and services in the Kingdom 
is part of a Joint Working Plan executed 
between the embassy and amCham.

He explained that the US has 
been the world leader in franchising 
since the 1930s, with proven busi-
ness models and world-renown and 
recognised brands. There are over 
782,000 franchised businesses that 
generate $890 billion a year, he said.

“US franchises present a superb op-
portunity for entrepreneurs in Cam-
bodia and the franchise expo is link-
ing leading brands considering entry 
with potential businesses interested 
in operating them in the Kingdom.

“The success of US franchises busi-
nesses in Cambodia is absolutely evi-
dent and a proven model, and there is 
substantial interest for further brand 
expansion. US brands are omnipres-
ent and everyday use in Cambodia. 
In particular, fast food, hospitality 
and real estate brands are dominant 
and resilient, even in the challenging 
Covid economy,” Galliano said.

He listed Starbucks, Burger King, 
KFC, 7-Eleven, Domino’s, Century 21, 

Papa John’s, marriott, Hyatt and KFC 
as examples of “extremely successful” 
franchises in the Kingdom.

He stressed that there is a significant 
opportunity to introduce new fran-
chises beyond the traditional sectors 
currently present, such as in fitness, 
childcare, healthcare and retail.

The US remains Cambodia’s largest 
trading partner and export market.

The latest data from the US trade 
office shows that Cambodian ex-
ports to the world’s largest economy 
skyrocketed last year, growing by 40 
per cent to reach $5.36 billion. 

The Kingdom was the US’ 66th largest 
goods trading partner in 2018, achiev-
ing $4.3 billion in bilateral trade.

Hyatt Regency Phnom Penh on Street 178. Hean Rangsey

Cambodia will take part in The 4th China International Import Expo (CIIE) to find markets 
for domestic products, promote investment opportunities and attract foreign investors. 
Hean Rangsey
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Hin Pisei

T
he government has 
reaffirmed its strin-
gent stance over the 
smuggling of aquacul-

ture products into the Kingdom 
as a means to sustain local pro-
duction.

The confirmation came after 
a handful of calls were made by 
the Cambodian aquaculturist 
association (Caa) over recent 
weeks concerning illegal 
imports.

a spokesman for the ministry 
of economy and Finance has 
confirmed that restrictions on 
the smuggling of aquaculture 
products have been tightened 
by the General Department of 
Customs and excise (GDCe) 
after hearing the pleas of the 
aquaculture sector in late 
march.

his remark was in response 
to a may 2 letter from the Caa 
calling on the three directly-
involved ministries – the min-
istries of economy and 
Finance; agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries; and Commerce 
– to increase restrictions on 
fish imports and put specific 
measures in place to address 
market issues and risks of the 
aquaculture sector in Cambo-
dia.

The letter said: “according to 
practical observations in april, 
the aquaculturists who have 
already sold all the fish in their 
ponds are very hesitant to con-
tinue raising more, because 
they had to do so at prices 
below production costs, and 
they anticipate that the aquac-
ulture market in Cambodia 
seemingly no longer has a clear 
future.”

Finance ministry spokesman 
meas Soksensan told The Post 
on may 4 that the domestic 

aquaculture sector has been 
troubled since the public out-
cry over large-scale fish 
imports.

he said the GDCe promptly 
issued Instruction No 584/21, 
dated march 26, to further 
strengthen and optimise the 
management and prevention 
of smuggling of aquaculture 
goods.

Tariffs and customs duties 
apply to all fisheries imports, 
which require permits from the 
agriculture ministry in accord-
ance with Sub-Decree No 17, 
dated February 26, 2020, legis-
lation that introduced a list of 
prohibited and limited goods, 
he added.

“The customs unit is a law 

enforcement unit. all permits 
to import from the customs 
authority are in line with deci-
sions made and permissions 
granted by the agriculture min-
istry in accordance with the 
regulations in force,” Soksen-
san said.

Commerce ministry spokes-
man Seang Thay declined to 
comment, referring inquiries 
to the finance ministry, or the 
“lead one”, as he described.

Caa president Sok Raden 
told The Post on april 27 that 
the illegal importation of large 
quantities of aquaculture prod-
ucts from neighbouring coun-
tries on a daily basis is a con-
stant source of difficulties for 
local farmers.

“Illegal imports with unclear 
quality control not only under-
mine plans towards exporting 
Cambodian aquaculture prod-
ucts to international markets, 
but even the breeding opera-
tions that serve domestic needs 
could face bankruptcy,” he 
said.

according to the Caa, the 315 
fish farms run by its members 
are on track to boost produc-
tion by this month to 10,356 
tonnes – 7,259 of “pra” (Panga-
sius djambal), 1,858 of “chdo” 
(giant snakehead or Channa 
micropeltes), 893 of “po” (Pan-
gasius larnaudii), 155 of 
“andeng” (catfish of the Clarias 
genus) and 191 of other fish 
species.

Number of new firms in Vietnam
surges at fastest pace since 2017

UK, India poised
to kick off formal
FTa talks in 2021

The number of new enterpris-
es established in Vietnam in the 
first four months of 2021 rose 
17.5 per cent from a year earlier, 
the fastest growth since 2017, 
and it increased in all econom-
ic sectors, according to the Gen-
eral Statistics Office (GSO).

Between January and april, 
nearly 44,200 new firms were 
set up with 627.7 trillion ($27.2 

billion) worth of capital and 
340,300 employees registered, 
up 17.5 per cent, 41 per cent, 
and 7.8 per cent, respectively, 
from the same period last 
year.

The registered capital aver-
aged 14.2 billion dong per busi-
ness, rising 20 per cent year-
on-year.

The total capital poured into 

the economy topped 1.42 
quadrillion dong in the first 
four months, including 792.9 
trillion dong of additional cap-
ital from 14,900 existing busi-
nesses.

Nearly 19,300 enterprises 
also resumed operations, grow-
ing by eight per cent from a 
year earlier, the GSO reported.

In april alone, the number of 
newly established firms stood 
at approximately 14,900, regis-
tering 179.9 trillion dong worth 
of capital and 94,600 employ-
ees. These figures respectively 
went up 33.1 per cent, 59.1 per 
cent, and 30 per cent from the 
previous month.

The registered capital aver-
aged 12.1 billion dong per busi-
ness, rising 19.6 per cent month 
on month and 1.7 per cent 
year-on-year.

as many as 5,745 companies 
resumed operations in april, 
up 50.8 per cent year-on-year.

The GSO held that these are 
positive signs for enterprise 
development in the time 
ahead.

To create further momen-
tum, Director of the GSO’s 
Industrial and Construction 
Statistics Department Pham 
Dinh Thuy said it is necessary 
to stimulate investment among 
export manufacturers so as to 
ready goods supply once global 
markets are reopened and to 
capitalise on chances gener-
ated by free trade agreements, 
especially the one between 
Vietnam and the eU.

he also pointed out the need 
to swiftly develop supporting 
industries to ease the burden 
on the import of input materi-
als.

Businesses expect the gov-
ernment will invest more in 
the transport system to boost 
the connectivity between key 
production areas and interna-
tional ports of entry, develop 
the logistics network, set up 
technical centres to help com-
panies meet export standards, 
and push ahead with strongly 
improving the business cli-
mate, Thuy added. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Gov’t remains firm on control
of aquaculture goods imports

Women sell fish at a market in an area designated as a yellow zone in Roka Korng II commune of Kandal 
province’s Mok Kampoul district on Tuesday. HENg CHIVOAN

A garment and textile processing line at Hung Viet Garment JSC in 
Hung Yen province. The total capital poured into the economy topped 
1.42 quadrillion dong ($61.6 billion) in the first four months of this year. 
VIETNAM NEWS AgENCY

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and his Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi were to hold virtual talks on Tuesday after the countries 
announced the start of free trade talks later this year. AFP

BRITaIN and India will begin 
formal free trade deal talks 
later this year, the UK govern-
ment said on may 4, after they 
agreed an initial package to 
boost bilateral trade and invest-
ment.

With its massive population 
and growing economy, India 
has been high on London’s list 
of trade deal targets since Brit-
ain left the eU last year.

Under a post-Brexit “Global 
Britain” strategy, Prime minis-
ter Boris Johnson’s government 
is pivoting its foreign policy 
priorities towards the asia-
Pacific region, signing trade 
deals with countries including 
Japan and Singapore.

UK International Trade Sec-
retary Liz Truss said India and 
Britain would start negotia-
tions on an agreement “in the 
autumn”, following the 
announcement of a prelimi-
nary “enhanced Trade Partner-
ship” deal.

“We want to get these nego-
tiations completed as soon as 
possible,” she told Sky News 
during a round of broadcast 
interviews touting the partner-
ship package worth £1 billion 
($1.4 billion).

“Of course, FTas [free trade 
agreements] take longer, this is 
the immediate gains that we 
can get for both countries, driv-
ing jobs here in Britain and in 
India,” Truss added.

She said both countries were 
looking for “early wins” reduc-
ing barriers to trade from a FTa, 
noting Britain wants tariffs low-
ered or removed on various 
exports to India, from cars to 
whisky.

The comments came before 
Johnson and his Indian coun-
terpart Narendra modi spoke 
on may 4, and announced a 
“2030 roadmap” for closer ties 
before the end of the decade.

New Delhi described the 
leaders as sharing a “common 
vision”, and the “ambitious” 
plan would benefit both coun-
tries, and the wider world.

Johnson had been hoping to 
make his first major bilateral 
visit since Brexit to India, but 
the trip was postponed due to 
the worsening coronavirus situ-
ation on the sub-continent.

The partnership announce-
ment with India includes lower 
trade barriers for some UK 

exports such as fruit and med-
ical devices.

It also includes investment in 
Britain by vaccine maker the 
Serum Institute of India, which 
could eventually see more of its 
inoculations made in the UK.

Johnson’s office said it expects 
the deal preceding FTa talks to 
create over 6,500 jobs.

The roadmap includes com-
mitments to strengthen coop-
eration in areas such as health, 
climate, trade, education, sci-
ence and technology, and 
defence.

India upped the status of its 
relationship with Britain to a 
“comprehensive strategic part-
nership” – the first with a euro-
pean power, Downing Street 
said in a statement.

“The agreements we have 
made today mark the begin-
ning of a new era in the UK-
India relationship,” Johnson 
said.

Britain has close ties with 
India, where it was the colonial 
power until 1947. Some 1.6 mil-
lion people in Britain are of 
Indian origin.

Truss said two-way trade 
between the countries stood at 
some £24 billion and the gov-
ernment wants to double it by 
2030.

But there are signs India may 
be reluctant to go further and 
sign a more wide-ranging com-
prehensive trade agreement, as 
modi pushes “made in India” 
and “Self-Reliant India” agen-
das.

Last year he abruptly baulked 
at joining the Regional Com-
prehensive economic Partner-
ship (RCeP), a free trade agree-
ment among 15 asia-Pacific 
nations, because New Delhi 
feared its agricultural, dairy 
and services sectors would be 
disadvantaged.

Former US president Donald 
Trump disparaged India as the 
“tariff king” for its duties on 
imported goods, hobbling 
trade talks despite his friendly 
relations with modi.

Talks are due to resume 
between India and the eU on a 
free-trade deal later this month, 
eight years after 16 rounds of 
talks broke up in deadlock.

Trade negotiations are also 
reportedly set to resume with 
Canada soon after a gap of four 
years. AFP



METRO Manila’s office, residen-
tial and shopping mall landlords 
must brace for further rise in 
vacancy rates and declining 
rental rates this year as the pro-
longed coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic continues to limit 
economic activities.

The office and residential sec-
tors are seen to start improving 
only in 2022, to be supported 
by the rollout of the Covid-19 
vaccination programme to the 
general population.

This is according to property 
consulting firm Colliers Philip-
pines, which projected that 
vacancy rate for the residential 
property sector in the metrop-
olis would hit a record-high of 
17.2 per cent by the end of this 
year. This is higher than the 8.4 
per cent vacancy rate during 
the Asian currency crisis. In 
the first quarter of 2021, vacan-
cy rate hit 16.3 per cent.

Vacancy rate at shopping 
malls is seen to rise to 16 per 
cent this year, close to the 
record high of 19 per cent seen 
in 2001. The rate last year 
stood at 12.5 per cent and fur-
ther rose to 14 per cent in the 
first quarter of this year.

Office vacancy rate is projected 
to reach 12.5 per cent this year 
from only 4.1 per cent in the first 

quarter of 2020, when the pan-
demic was just unfolding, as 
existing tenants continue to 
rationalise office space by not 
renewing unused units and exer-
cising pre-termination option.

In the first quarter of this 
year, vacancy rate was at 11 per 
cent, weighed down by the 
slowdown in take-up of the 
once high-flying Philippine 
online gaming operators.

“While we have seen quarter 
on quarter improvements, 

clearly we are not out of the 
woods yet so payment terms 
and rental will have to be flex-
ible,” Colliers managing direc-
tor Richard Raymundo said in 
a briefing on April 30.

Property prices are likewise 
softening, but not crashing as 
what was seen during the 
Asian crisis, Raymundo noted, 
adding that the major differ-
ence this time around was that 
interest rates were at record 
low across the globe, unlike 

during the Asian crisis when 
monetary policy was tightened 
to address sharp currency 
devaluations.

In the residential sector, Col-
liers associate director Joey 
Bondoc said the pandemic con-
tinued to hamper residential 
demand in both the presale and 
secondary markets. Colliers 
projects take-up to be driven by 
mid-income- to-luxury projects 
over the next 12 to 24 months.

In the first quarter of 2021, 

residential prices and rents 
declined further by 2.5 per 
cent and 1.6 per cent, respec-
tively. Colliers expects further 
correction this year, albeit at a 
slower rate, after the signifi-
cant drop recorded in 2020, 
when prices and rents 
decreased by 13.2 per cent and 
7.8 per cent, respectively.

“Starting 2022, the pace of 
growth for prices and rents is 
expected to reach 1.5 per cent 
and 1.7 per cent, respectively, 
due to the government’s vac-
cine roll out and a rebound in 
office space absorption,” 
Bondoc said.

Prior to the pandemic, the 
average rise in prices reached 
13.9 per cent yearly from 2015 
to 2019.

Due to the impact of Covid-19 
on the leasing market, Colliers 
said tenants were putting hous-
ing requirements on hold. Given 
the current leasing market situ-
ation, selected landlords are 
now offering discounts of 20 to 
25 per cent, particularly in con-
dominium developments with 
higher vacancies, including 
those in the Bay Area.

Aside from discounts, some 
tenants have also started ask-
ing for additional concessions 
such as discounted mainte-

nance fees.
In the office sector, Colliers 

director Dom Fredrick Andaya 
reported that the industry had 
seen the highest transaction 
level in the first quarter of 2021 
since the lockdown began last 
year. However, the resurgence in 
Covid-19 cases halted the rise.

“In our view, Metro Manila’s 
office market demand recovery 
hinges on the pace of the Cov-
id-19 vaccination programme. 
Increasing vaccinations should 
reduce the number of Covid 
cases and bolster confidence 
for companies to return to the 
office,” he said.

Office rents on average 
declined by 3.7 per cent quar-
ter-on-quarter in the first 
quarter. For the full year, Col-
liers sees office rents dropping 
by 15 per cent before a slow 
recovery in 2022.

In the retail sector, Colliers 
projects shopping mall rents 
to decline by another five per 
cent this 2021, more than its 
previous forecast of a two per 
cent drop, but still a slight 
improvement from the 10 per 
cent correction in 2020. It sees 
shopping mall rents slowly 
recovering by about one per 
cent starting in 2023. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Office vacancy rate in Metro Manila is projected to reach 12.5 per cent this year from only 4.1 per cent in the 
first quarter of 2020. AFP

Manila property expected to stay in slump in 2021

CDC approvals retain traction even
as Covid-19 constricts construction

Ho Chi Minh City 
set for rent tax

THE Ho Chi Minh City Depart-
ment of Tax has sought 
approval from the People’s 

Committee to introduce a rent tax, 
and will start by trialling collection 
from apartment owners who have 
leased them out.

It will initially be trialled at five 
locations in the Vietnamese city’s 
District 11 – Res 11 Apartment 
Building, Thuan Viet Commercial 
and Residential Tower, Bao Gia 
Building, 70 Lu Gia Apartment 
Building and Khai Hoan Serviced 
Apartment.

The tax office will work with the 
managements of the buildings to 
identify which units are rented out 
and coordinate with the local police 
to identify permanent and tempo-
rary residents in the buildings.

Individuals and businesses that 
rent out units in the five buildings 
will be asked to provide information 
about apartment lease contracts 
that will be used to calculate taxes.

The department also proposed 
measures to prevent losses in col-
lection of land use fees, registration 
fees and personal income tax.

It will review declarations of per-
sonal income tax and registration 
fees in real estate transfer deals in 
the city. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Apartment buildings in Vietnam’s Ho 
Chi Minh City. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Thou Vireak

T
HE government approved six 
more investment projects 
with capital of over $106 mil-
lion, even as the Covid-19 

pandemic ravages the Cambodian 
economy, leading to a slowdown in 
construction projects.

In a May 5 press release, the Council 
for the Development of Cambodia 
(CDC) said it had approved final reg-
istration certificates for Jin Bei Palace 
Co Ltd’s $48.7 million 195-room five-
star hotel in Commune IV’s Village 4 
in Sihanoukville, which the CDC esti-
mates will create 380 new jobs.

It also gave the nod to Kuantech 
(Cambodia) International Co Ltd’s 
$29.7 million assembly plant for elec-
tronic components, especially those 
used in electronic face masks and air 
purifiers. The project is set to be in 
Tram Kak district’s Popel commune of 
Takeo province and provide 628 
jobs.

Santelys Pharmaceutical Co Ltd’s 
$12.5 million pharmaceutical factory 
in Khsach Kandal district’s Sanlong 
commune of Kandal province, and 
yiankang Biological Technology Co 
Ltd’s $2.9 million food precessing 
plant in Stung Hav district’s Tumnob 
Rolok commune of Preah Sihanouk 
province will bring in 215 and 210 
jobs.

Lesso (Cambodia) Trading Co Ltd’s 
$9.4 million PVC pipe and fittings 
factory in Ang Snuol’s Chhak Chhoeu 
Neang commune of Kandal prov-
ince, and Ocean Treasure Dyeing 
&AMP; Printing Co Ltd’s $3.1 million 
project in Kong Pisei district’s Preah 
Nipean commune of Kampong Speu 
province will generate 201 and 218 
jobs.

Hong Vanak, director of Interna-
tional Economics at the Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia, told The Post last 
month that each direct investment 
brings significant socio-economic 
benefits to the Kingdom.

He noted that April’s CDC approvals 
were mainly focused in textile and 

travel products, which he pointed out 
are widely available on the EU, US and 
Canadian markets.

Endowed with a favourable geo-
graphical location, investment laws 
and diplomatic relations, boasting 
bilateral free trade agreements with a 
number of countries and regions, and 

retaining a regional charm, Cambodia 
will have the opportunity to bring in 
sizeable investments down the line, 
he said.

In 2020, the CDC approved 238 
investment projects worth a total of 
$8.2 billion, down 12 per cent in value 
from 2019.

Workers at a construction site in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district on January 25. HONG MENEA
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mEXICaN President andres 
manuel Lopez Obrador on may 
4 promised a full investigation 
involving international experts 
into a metro accident that left at 
least 23 dead in the capital.

“a thorough investigation 
will be carried out … to know 
the truth,” Lopez Obrador said 
at his daily news conference.

“From that the responsibility 
will be established,” he added.

The left-wing populist said 
that the investigation was in 
the hands of the federal and 
mexico City prosecutors.

“We cannot get into specu-
lation, much less blame the 
possible perpetrators without 
having proof. We will have 
the investigation carried out 
soon,” Lopez Obrador said.

The metro line that partially 
collapsed on may 3 night was 
built while Secretary of Exter-
nal affairs marcelo Ebrard, a 
close ally of Lopez Obrador, 
was mayor of the capital from 
2006-2012.

Ebrard told the same news 
conference that it was “a very 
sad day for everyone” and 
said he shared the outrage 
and pain over the tragedy.

“For my part, I put myself 
at the full disposal of the au-
thorities,” he said.

“I understand that there are 
many motivations of a po-
litical nature,” added Ebrard, 
considered among the pos-
sible ruling party candidates 
for the 2024 presidential elec-
tion. AFP

mexican leader vows
probe of metro crash

Pm deadline to form
new Israel gov’t ends

Fears for stranded Tigray children

I
SRaELI Prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
mandate to form a govern-
ment following an incon-

clusive election expired on may 
5, giving his rivals a chance to 
take power and end the divisive 
premier’s record tenure.

Netanyahu, on trial over 
corruption charges he denies, 
had a 28-day window to se-
cure a coalition following the 
march 23 vote, Israel’s fourth 
in less than two years.

The 71-year-old’s right-wing 
Likud party won the most seats 
in the vote, but he and his allies 
came up short of an absolute 
majority in the 120-seat Knes-
set, Israel’s parliament.

The results delivered by a 
deeply fractured electorate 
left Netanyahu with a daunt-
ing path towards 61 seats, 
as voters broadly chose not 
to reward him for a success-
ful coronavirus vaccination 
campaign.

President Reuven Rivlin’s 
office said in a statement that 
Netanyahu had “informed 
[the presidency] that he was 
unable to form a government 
and so returned the mandate 
to the president”.

In power from 1996 to 1999 
and again since 2009, Netan-
yahu has acquired a reputa-
tion as a master political survi-
vor and Israeli media had over 
the past four weeks feverishly 

speculated about deals he was 
hatching to stay in power.

But the obstacles that faced 
Netanyahu the morning after 
the vote remained largely un-
changed.

a Netanyahu-led coalition 
likely would have required 
tacit cooperation between the 
conservative Islamic Raam 
party and the far-right Reli-
gious Zionism alliance, whose 
leaders have hurled incendiary 
anti-arab rhetoric during their 
political careers.

Raam’s leader mansour ab-
bas had said he was open to any 
arrangement that improved 
living standards for Israel’s 20 
per cent arab minority.

But Religious Zionism’s 
leader Bezalel Smotrich has 
repeatedly called Raam “ter-
ror supporters” who he re-
fused to work with.

Netanyahu also could have 
made up the numbers by 
making peace with his es-
tranged former protege, the 
religious nationalist Naftali 
Bennett, and convincing Li-
kud defectors in the New 
Hope party to return home.

New Hope’s leader Gideon 
Saar maintained that his par-
ty was committed to ousting 
Netanyahu.

Bennett, a multi-millionaire 
former tech entrepreneur, on 
may 3 said he could have en-
dorsed Netanyahu to preserve 

right-wing governance but saw 
no path for the prime minister 
to clinch a viable coalition.

Likud on may 5 blasted 
Bennett for what it called “his 
refusal to form a right-wing 
government”.

Bennett has long been 
viewed as a hardliner and en-
thusiastic supporter of Jewish 
settlement expansion on oc-
cupied Palestinian territory 
in the West Bank.

But he sought to highlight 
his business and manage-
ment credentials as pandem-
ic closures ravaged Israel’s 
economy.

Bennett has said his top pri-
ority is avoiding a fifth elec-
tion and that he would work 
towards a unity government 
if Netanyahu could not form 
a coalition.

Bennett may end up lead-
ing such a unity government, 
despite his yamina party only 
controlling seven seats.

Rivlin said he would con-
tact political leaders on may 5 
morning “regarding the con-
tinuation of the process of 
forming a government”.

He can assign a new 28-day 
mandate to another lawmaker, 
with opposition leader yair 
Lapid the most likely choice 
after his centrist yesh atid party 
finished second in the vote.

Lapid has confirmed that he 
offered Bennett the chance to 

serve first as premier in a rota-
tional coalition, in the interest 
of ending Netanyahu’s tenure.

“There is an historic op-
portunity. To break down the 
barriers at the heart of Israeli 
society. To unite religious and 
secular, left and right and 
centre,” Lapid said on may 3.

“It’s time to choose. Be-
tween a unity government or 
ongoing division.”

The former television pre-
senter said last week’s stam-
pede that killed 45 mainly 

ultra-Orthodox Jews at a 
religious festival was a con-
sequence of Israel lacking a 
“functioning government”.

He conceded that an ideo-
logically divided coalition 
forged mainly through shared 
opposition against Netanyahu 
“won’t be perfect”, but would 
prioritise national interests.

Rather than tap another 
lawmaker to form a govern-
ment, the president could ask 
the Knesset to select a name, 
a move unlikely to break the 

deadlock that could acceler-
ate Israel’s return to the polls.

In a widely-criticised ma-
noeuvre, Netanyahu and his 
allies have flirted with legis-
lation to create a direct vote 
for prime minister, hoping he 
would emerge victorious in a 
divided field.

Likud members made 
moves to advance such leg-
islation as the prime minis-
ter’s mandate was expiring on 
may 4, but with little sign of 
success. AFP

ETHIOPIa’S Tigray war has separated 
thousands of children from their parents, 
and many now face “dire” and dangerous 
conditions in displacement camps, the 
charity Save the Children said on may 4.

“many of these children were sepa-
rated from their parents while fleeing 
for their lives during the conflict. Others 
have lost parents to the violence,” the 
group said in a statement marking six 
months since fighting began.

Some children are “not in safe care ar-
rangements”, housed “in single rooms 
where more than 50 people sleep”, it said, 

pointing to the risk that they could be ex-
posed to physical or sexual violence.

The UN’s International Organisation 
for migration reported in mid-april that 
more than one million people were dis-
placed in Tigray, including 4,056 “separat-
ed” and 917 “unaccompanied” children.

That data was collected in march, mean-
ing the true figures could be higher now.

Prime minister abiy ahmed sent 
troops into Tigray in November to detain 
and disarm leaders of the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF), the regional 
ruling party that once dominated na-

tional politics.
He said the move came in response to 

TPLF attacks on federal army camps.
abiy declared victory after federal 

forces took the regional capital mekele, 
but TPLF leaders remain on the run and 
fighting continues.

Save the Children is far from the only 
group sounding the alarm about sexual 
violence, which has been rampant dur-
ing the conflict.

The International Rescue Committee 
on may 3 said rape was “being used as 
a weapon”, and that women and girls 
faced “widespread abuse including mass 
rape and exploitation”.

“Women are having to engage in sexually 
exploitative relationships, receiving small 
amounts of money, food and/or shelter to 
survive and feed their children,” said Vic-
tor Odero, policy and advocacy adviser for 
the International Rescue Committee.

The US and EU are clamouring for the 
withdrawal of Eritrean troops, who have 
been implicated in some of the worst 
attacks on civilians documented so far, 
including brutal gang rapes.

Eritrea denies involvement in atrocities.
World leaders are also ramping up 

pressure on abiy’s government to pursue 
a political resolution to the conflict, but 
Ethiopian officials say fighting is mini-
mal and normalcy is returning.

Over the weekend abiy’s Council of 
ministers approved a resolution clas-
sifying the TPLF as a terrorist group, 
dealing a blow to the prospect of peace 
talks. AFP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who is seen here leaving court last month after a hearing in his 
corruption tiral, had a 28-day window to secure a coalition following the March 23 vote, the country’s fourth 
in less than two years. AFP

Displaced children from Western Tigray gather at meal time to receive plates of food. AFP

An aerial view shows the site of a metro train accident after an overpass 
partially collapsed in Mexico City on Tuesday. AFP



U
S climate envoy 
John Kerry on may 
4 said island na-
tions faced a situ-

ation “beyond existential” 
due to climate change, as he 
called for an end to fossil fuel 
subsidies and coal plant fi-
nancing.

the 20 countries respon-
sible for most of the world’s 
emissions had a “special re-
sponsibility” to take action, 
Kerry said – but warned they 
were not “moving in the same 
direction” or fast enough.

“When i talk to some of the 
island state leaders they are 
not just considering adapta-
tion and resilience, they are 
considering where they are 
going to move to,” Kerry told a 

virtual seminar during the ma-
nila-based asian Development 
Bank’s (aDB) annual meeting.

“it’s beyond existential.”
Kerry, the former secretary 

of state who has become 
President Joe Biden’s globe-
trotting climate envoy, said 
“adequate finance” was criti-
cal for achieving the goal of 
checking warming at 1.5 de-
grees celsius above pre-in-
dustrial times – the aspiration 
set in the Paris agreement to 
avoid the most severe effects 
of climate change.

But he said nations were 
moving too slowly.

“We all know what we have 
to get done here. i hate to say 
it but we are sort of inching 
along, we are not actually get-

ting it done,” he warned.
“emissions are going up, 

we are on the wrong track – 
people are building back from 
covid as if there were no rea-
son to be thinking differently.”

Kerry’s remarks came less 
than two weeks after Biden 
doubled US ambitions for cut-
ting greenhouse gas emissions, 
putting the country back at the 
forefront on climate.

aDB president masatsugu 
asakawa told the seminar the 
asia Pacific region – which in-
cludes china, the world’s big-
gest polluter – was responsible 
for about 50 per cent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions.

as the market for coal, oil 
and gas rebounds this year, 
he warned more than 80 per 

cent of the expected growth 
in coal demand would be 
from asia.

“Without decarbonising 
energy systems the goals of 
the Paris agreement will be 
beyond reach,” he said.

Kerry called on banks to 
stop financing coal projects 
and for a framework to be 
put in place for “phasing out 
other fossil fuel investments” 
and support countries transi-
tion to “net-zero” emissions.

He also said fossil fuel sub-
sidies should be abolished 
around the world – including 
in the US.

“You must create incen-
tives for the right behaviour, 
not the wrong behaviour,” he 
said. AFP
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eGYPt’S military has con-
firmed it ordered 30 Rafale 
jets from French defence firm 
Dassault aviation to shore up 
“national security”.

the order, which follows the 
2015 purchase of 24 Rafale 
jets, will be financed through 
a 10-year loan, the military 
said in a statement late on 
may 3.

investigative site Disclose 
had reported earlier on may 
3 that the order was part of 
a secret mega-defence deal 
worth almost €4 billion ($4.8 
billion).

egypt is the world’s third 
biggest arms importer after 
Saudi arabia and india, ac-
cording to the Stockholm in-
ternational Peace Research 
institute.

its arms purchases grew by 
136 per cent over the last de-
cade and it has diversified its 
sourcing beyond the US, buy-
ing military equipment from 
France, Germany and Russia, 
the institute said in a report 
released earlier this year.

the new Rafale deal “re-

inforces the strategic and 
military partnership between 
France and egypt”, French de-
fence minister Florence Parly 
said in a statement on may 4.

“this contract illustrates 
the strategic nature of the 
partnership that France 
maintains with egypt, while 
our two countries are reso-
lutely committed to the fight 
against terrorism and are 
working for stability in their 
regional environment,” the 
statement added.

cairo has positioned itself 
as a bulwark of stability in 
the region as the conflict in 
its western neighbour libya 
grinds on.

President abdel Fattah al-
Sisi and French counterpart 
emmanuel macron enjoy a 
close relationship built on 
mutual security interests.

at a joint press conference 
with Sisi in Paris in Decem-
ber, macron said: “i will not 
condition defence and eco-
nomic cooperation matters 
on these disagreements [over 
human rights].” AFP

egypt buys $4.8B
in Rafale fighter
jets from France

US ex-cop convicted of Floyd murder seeks new trial

climate woes: islands face
‘beyond existential’ threat

DeReK chauvin, the white 
US ex-policeman convicted 
of murdering the african-
american man George Floyd, 

on may 4 asked for a new trial 
on claims of jury and pros-
ecution misconduct.

the 45-year-old – who knelt 

on Floyd’s neck for more than 
nine minutes – faces up to 40 
years in prison after being 
found guilty last month in a 

case that prompted a national 
reckoning on racial injustice 
and police brutality.

chauvin’s attorney eric Nel-
son argued that his client did not 
get a fair trial due to publicity 
around the case, court and pros-
ecution errors, as well as “race-
based pressure” on the jury.

“the publicity here was so 
pervasive and so prejudicial 
before and during this trial 
that it amounted to a struc-
tural defect in the proceed-
ings,” Nelson wrote.

the filing came as the im-
partiality of a juror in the case 
has been brought into ques-
tion after a photo surfaced of 
him at an anti-racism rally.

legal experts had said chau-
vin’s defence attorney could 
potentially use the photo of 
juror Brandon mitchell as 
grounds to appeal the verdict, 
though the matter was not 
mentioned in may 4’s pleading.

in the photo, mitchell, a 31-

year-old Black man, is wear-
ing a t-shirt with a picture 
of civil rights leader martin 
luther King Jr on it, as well 
as the words “Get Your Knee 
Off Our Necks” and the letters 
“Blm” for Black lives matter.

mitchell is one of only two 
jurors who have publicly 
identified themselves since 
the high-profile trial.

in a questionnaire, poten-
tial jurors were asked if they 
had taken part in any of the 
protests against police bru-
tality that followed Floyd’s 
may 25, 2020 death.

mitchell said he had not 
and could serve impartially. 
He told the minneapolis Star 
tribune that the photo was 
taken at a march he attended 
in Washington in august 2020 
to mark the anniversary of 
martin luther King’s famous 
“i Have a Dream” speech.

Jeffrey Frederick, a jury se-
lection expert, said mitchell’s 

answer may be “technically 
correct” since the Washing-
ton event was billed as a com-
memoration.

“it’ll be up to the judge to 
conduct questioning and to 
make a determination as to 
whether or not he felt that this 
juror was biased and, possibly, 
had lied during the course of 
voir dire or on the juror ques-
tionnaire,” Frederick told aFP.

the judge would then de-
cide whether it “reaches a 
standard for affecting the 
outcome of the trial”, he said.

“the bar is high in terms of 
misconduct and the granting 
of a new trial,” he added. “Such 
determinations are rare.”

Steve tuller, another jury 
selection expert, agreed.

“Judges do not want to de-
clare mistrials, particularly in 
a case where there has been a 
verdict and given the special 
circumstances of this case,” 
tuller said. AFP

US envoy for climate John Kerry said nations were moving too slowly to achieve the goal of checking warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial times. AFP

Egypt shows off three Rafale fighter jets newly delivered in 2015 under 
a previous deal with French defence firm Dassault Aviation. AFP

A memorial to George Floyd on the Minneapolis street where he died. AFP
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myanmar junta
charges Japan
journo for ‘fake
news’ spreading
T

HE myanmar junta has 
charged a Japanese jour-
nalist under a “fake news” 
law, a report said on may 4, 

in the latest blow to press freedom 
since the military seized power.

Freelance reporter yuki Kitazumi 
was arrested last month and charged 
on may 3 – World Press Freedom 
Day – with spreading fake news, ac-
cording to a report by Kyodo news 
agency.

He is one of 50 journalists current-
ly held in myanmar as part of the 
junta’s crackdown on widespread 
protests against its February 1 coup.

The country has been in turmoil 
since civilian leader aung San Suu 
Kyi’s government was ousted, with 
more than 750 people killed as securi-
ty forces struggle to quash near-daily 
demonstrations against their rule.

Kyodo cited an unnamed Japa-
nese embassy official saying Kitazu-
mi had no health problems, despite 
spending several weeks in yangon’s 
Insein prison, which has a long and 

unsavoury reputation for holding 
political prisoners.

Kitazumi has been in custody 
since april 18 – the second time he 
had been arrested since the coup.

In February, he was beaten up and 
briefly held during a crackdown on 
protesters but was later released.

Japan, for years a top aid donor to 
myanmar, has been pressing for his 
release.

“Naturally, we will continue to do 
our utmost for the early release of 
the Japanese national being held,” 
foreign minister Toshimitsu motegi 
told Japanese journalists during a 
trip to Britain, according to national 
broadcaster NHK.

a total of 766 civilians have been 
killed in the military crackdown on 
protests, according to the assistance 
association for Political Prisoners 
(aaPP), a local monitoring group.

Kitazumi is the first foreign jour-
nalist to be charged since the coup. 
a Polish photographer arrested 
while covering a protest in march 

was freed and deported after nearly 
two weeks in custody.

as well as arresting journalists, 
the generals have sought to clamp 
down on news of the crisis by shut-
tering independent media outlets 
and throttling internet speeds.

The aaPP says there are 50 journal-
ists in custody at the moment, 25 of 
whom have been prosecuted, while 
arrest warrants are out for another 29.

Despite the dangers, protest-

ers continue to take to the streets, 
with early-morning demonstrations 
on may 4 in the second-biggest 
city mandalay, as well as northern 
Kachin state.

In the southern region of Bago, 
five protesters were killed and an-
other was injured when they tried to 
plant a bomb in Pyi township, state 
media said.

Thet Win Hlaing, a 35-year old for-
mer member of Parliament for Suu 

Kyi’s National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party, was among those who 
died in the blast, state media added.

Bombs have exploded sporadically 
across the country in recent weeks, 
including with increasing frequency 
in yangon.

The military has defended its sei-
zure of power, pointing to fraud al-
legations in the November election, 
and condemned protesters as riot-
ers and terrorists. AFP

Myanmar has been in turmoil since civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s government was ousted. SUPPLIED/AFP

Naval officers pay their respects during a remembrance ceremony for the crew of the KRI Nanggala. AFP

A coronavirus cluster at one of Singapore’s biggest hospitals has grown to 40 cases. AFP

China Navy to help Indonesia salvage sunken sub

Singapore ups virus curbs as infection clusters grow

CHINESE navy ships have 
arrived off Bali to help haul up 
a submarine that sank last 
month killing 53 crew, the 
Indonesian Navy said on may 
4 as it geared up for a deep-sea 
salvage operation.

The help arrived after other 
foreign ships from australia, 
Singapore and malaysia left 
the archipelago, having assist-
ed Indonesian authorities in 
finding the stricken vessel.

The KRI Nanggala 402 – one 
of five submarines in Indone-
sia’s fleet – disappeared last 
month while it was scheduled 
to take part in live torpedo 
training exercises.

an underwater rescue vehi-
cle supplied by neighbouring 
Singapore gave visual confir-

mation that the German-built 
sub was lying on the sea floor 
more than 800m deep, broken 
in three parts, confirming 
there was no hope of finding 
survivors.

Two Chinese salvage ships 
were on standby in waters off 
Bali, while a third was expect-
ed to arrive later on may 4, the 
Indonesian Navy said, adding 
that Chinese Navy officials in 
Bali were helping to examine 
data collected on the subma-
rine.

all three salvage ships can 
dive up to 4,500m deep.

Indonesia’s Navy said Bei-
jing’s ambassador to the coun-
try had offered the help to 
defence minister Prabowo 
Subianto.

“The offer was welcomed by 
the Indonesian government,” it 
said in a statement on may 4.

a vessel from Indonesia’s 
upstream oil and gas regulator 
task force SKK migas, used for 
drilling operations, will also 
join the salvage operations. It 
has a crane with a capacity of 
1,200 metric tonnes.

Last week the Navy said high-
powered magnets and air bal-
loons were among the possible 
options to lift the submarine. 
an undersea robot will also be 
used in the operation, it said.

The military has yet to offer 
an official explanation for the 
sinking of the decades-old 
submarine, which was deliv-
ered to the Southeast asian 
nation in 1981. AFP

SINGaPORE announced a slew of 
new coronavirus restrictions on may 
4 including a ban on spectators at 
sporting events as infections rise in 
the wealthy city-state.

after a partial lockdown and rigor-
ous regime of testing and contact 
tracing, Covid-19 had almost disap-
peared in Singapore, with authorities 
in recent months reporting hardly 
any local transmission.

But cases rose last week with offi-
cials announcing several new clus-
ters, and in the last seven days 60 
locally transmitted infections have 
been reported.

a cluster at one of Singapore’s big-
gest hospitals has grown to 40 cases, 
including an 88-year-old patient who 
died on may 1.

Gatherings will be limited to groups 

of five and more people will be 
required to work from home, officials 
said at a press conference on may 4.

Indoor gyms and fitness studios 
will be closed and numbers further 
reduced for conferences, weddings 
and funerals.

Travellers arriving from most coun-
tries will be required to quarantine 
for three weeks instead of two.

“The next few weeks will be critical 
for us,” said health minister Gan Kim 
yong.

He warned of further measures if 
the situation deteriorates, including 
the possibility of another partial lock-
down.

“With this set of measures … I think 
we probably will be able to avoid hav-
ing to get to a circuit breaker situa-
tion, but we cannot rule that out.”

Singapore’s infection numbers have 
been very low compared with the rest 
of the world, but the new clusters 
have raised fears of a resurgence in 
the tiny city-state, whose economy 
suffered its worst ever recession last 
year due to the virus.

There are also concerns the clusters 
could scupper a quarantine-free 
travel bubble between Singapore and 
Hong Kong, due to begin on may 26 
after an earlier failed attempt.

Singapore beat back serious coro-
navirus outbreaks last year when the 
illness surged through crowded dor-
mitories housing low-paid foreign 
workers, infecting tens of thousands.

But by global standards, its outbreak 
has been mild – officials in the city of 
5.7 million have reported about 61,000 
cases so far and 31 deaths. AFP
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a 
CURIOUS pattern emerges 
when viewing the world-
wide number of Covid-19 
cases and deaths by coun-

try. at the top of the list of most 
deaths and new cases are various 
countries around the world with no 
obvious pattern appearing based on 
geography.

But scrolling down the list further, 
with a bit of scrutiny, one clear pat-
tern that turns up is how well certain 
regions of the world have handled 
the pandemic, with some countries 
ranking much further down the list 
than their large populations would 
suggest they should. Those countries 
include China, Japan and South 
Korea, Singapore, and Vietnam.

and although China’s rigorous 
measures and enforcement to contain 
the virus may reflect the control their 
government is able to exercise, the 
other countries listed here have gov-
ernments with far less control over 
their populations, yet they have per-
formed remarkably well during the 
pandemic compared to countries like 
Canada, India, the UK and the US.

One frequently heard explanation for 
the relative success of East asia is their 
mask-wearing culture. In my three 
decades living in Japan and Hong Kong 
of China, I became used to seeing peo-
ple there wearing masks to avoid 
spreading a perceived cold. Presently, 
my contacts in both places assure me 
that it is rare to see someone without a 
mask on quite unlike my casual obser-
vations on mask-wearing behaviour as 
I write from here in Toronto, Canada.

However, as much as masks are 
helpful in preventing the spread of 
viruses, what those masks reflect 
about those societies’ beliefs and way 
of behaving may be more significant. 
In other words, the wearing of masks 
symbolises something much deeper.

With this backdrop, just as our third 
wave reaches its peak in Toronto, it is 
no surprise that we continue to suffer 
much more than our East asian 
counterparts.

a look at the numbers tells a tale. 
Hong Kong, with a population of over 
seven million crammed into a far 
smaller living space than the greater 
Toronto region, is now in its fourth 
wave. But that wave has a very differ-
ent nature than our waves. Currently, 
Hong Kong’s “wave” is averaging less 
than a dozen new cases a day, and in 
total they have had just over 200 
deaths since the beginning of the 
pandemic. also in China, macao and 

Taiwan have performed even better.
meanwhile, Toronto, in its third 

wave is tallying close to a thousand 
new cases a day and well over 10 
times the number of total deaths 
compared to Hong Kong.

Country comparisons tell a similar 
story. While Canada’s Covid-19 death 
toll tops 23,000, Japan, with over three 
times Canada’s population, has about 
one-third the number of deaths.

Beyond masks then, why has East 
asian society performed so much 
better during the pandemic? One 
answer to this question concerns the 
collective nature of their societies.

Beginning at birth in these socie-
ties, children are brought up to obey 
authority and avoid standing out 
from the group. a proverb known by 
all Japanese, “the nail that sticks out 
gets hammered down,” serves as a 

warning to children who display too 
much individualism, while also indi-
cating the importance of group har-
mony and cooperation.

In Canada, a common kindergarten 
activity called “show-and-tell”, where 
five-year-olds bring a toy from home 
and explain it to the class, focuses on 
the individual. Here, children learn 
from an early age that showing their 
individualism is good and important. 

Voicing one’s own opinion is seen as 
virtuous.

While these examples may seem 
simplistic or even stereotypical, they 
do reflect our later behaviour as 
adults to some extent.

So, when the Hong Kong govern-
ment imposed a 14-to 21-day quar-
antine on incoming visitors close to a 
year ago, it played a large role in con-
taining the virus from the beginning. 

However, the government’s ability to 
impose such a strict quarantine to 
some degree reflected their society’s 
tolerance and expectations.

Compare that to Canada’s feeble 
three-day quarantine for overseas visi-
tors imposed almost a year later. There 
is little wonder that we are now dealing 
with virulent variants that have arrived 
from the UK, South africa and Brazil.

In the Canadian government’s 
defence, its rather timid approach to 
screening overseas visitors may reflect 
the wishes of its individual-oriented 
populous. If it had acted like the Hong 
Kong Special administrative Region 
government and imposed such strict 
conditions earlier, there may have 
been an anti-government uproar.

In many ways, the focus on individ-
ualism that children in the West have 
been steeped in from childhood has 
benefited society and is one of our 
great strengths as creativity flourish-
es. The trouble is, during a pandemic, 
individualism is our achilles heel. 
What we need now is group coopera-
tion. china daily/asia news network

The author has been a professor at various 
universities in East Asia over past three 
decades. The views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily

Opinion
Paul Stapleton 

Collectivist Asia fares better than 
individualist West during pandemic

Masked pedestrians walk past a billboard reminding people on social distancing practices amid the Covid-19 pandemic in Tokyo. One 
frequently heard explanation for the relative success of East Asia in containing the pandemic is their mask-wearing culture. afp
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Art of Sharing painting exhibition true 
to its name, raising $60k for local NGOs
Roth Sochieata

I
N THESE difficult times where 
the importance of caring, show-
ing kindness and sharing mat-
ters more than ever, artists Chea 

Serey and adana mam-Legros felt 
the need to demonstrate the princi-
ples of hope and solidarity to people 
by integrating their art into an act of 
sharing by holding an exhibition and 
art auction aimed at raising funds for 
local NGOs that are working on so-
cial and psychological issues.

The initial idea for the The Art of 
Sharing exhibition came about in 
early 2020 when the pandemic was 
just beginning. adana says that a lot 
of time was spent working on the 
paintings – especially on the four 
special collaborative paintings – as 
well as the 18 individual art works 
that went into the exhibition. 

after many weeks of work, in Janu-
ary 2021 the 22 paintings were hung 
in Sosoro museum and the exhibition 
was officially opened to the public. 

Due to the situation with the pan-
demic, a digital exhibition was opened 
simultaneously alongside the physi-
cal one, so that people could digitally 
experience it in interactive-3D as if 
they were there walking through the 
exhibition hall of Sosoro museum. 

Twenty-one out of the 22 artworks 
were sold at auction. a collaborative 
piece called Bewilderment brought in 
the largest bid, selling for $22,500. 

“at 140cm by 140cm, Bewilderment 
is a rather large painting and our first 
collaboration together. We had two art-
ists giving different interpretations of 
the imagery but in general we wanted 
to talk about the importance of mental 
health,” adana tells The Post.

Serey, a renaissance woman with 
many talents,  elaborates further, ex-
plaining some of the symbolism be-
hind her artwork.

“The dark gloomy sky is contrast-
ing with colourful balloons, which 
are symbols of celebration and joy. 
Hurt and pain and happiness and joy 
all co-exist together, but it is up to us 
which of those we want to focus on. 

“There is always light – symbolised 
by the balloon – at the end of the tun-
nel, which is the gloomy sky. But we 
always need to keep hope alive and 
remain positive,” she says. 

adana reveals that for years, de-
pression didn’t allow her to truly see 
the world. 

“Cancer became my salvation, 
liberating me from all fears and it 
pushed me to embrace life. Con-
fronting your worst nightmare is the 
path to ultimate freedom. Only then 
could I see the beauty of what life 
has to offer me.’’  

The exhibition has been a great 
success and Serey says she is delight-
ed with the outcome of the charity 
auction of the paintings displayed in 
The Art of Sharing and that she is very 
much humbled by the support they 
have received. 

On march 24, three local NGOs 
–  Helpage Cambodia, Transcultural 
Psychosocial Organisation Cambodia 
(TPO) and Skillful Parenting Cambo-
dia (ICS-SP) – each received a check 
for $20,000 out of a total of $60,000 
raised by the exhibition.  

“We set out to create a positive im-

pact and to inspire people, and I’d 
say we have achieved both with the 
amount of funds we have managed to 
raise and with the messages we want-
ed to convey. 

“my heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who came to our exhibition, bought 
the paintings or the souvenirs and do-
nated to support our cause,” she says. 

after receiving the funds, each of 
the organisations that were donated 
to were extremely grateful to Serey 
and adana for what both have done 
for them. 

a representative from one of the 
NGOs says this will go a long way to 
support their work and they hope that 
this exhibition will serve as a power-
ful example for what Cambodians can 

accomplish through charity and that 
many others will follow in their foot-
steps to create a real impact on many 
areas of Cambodian society.

NGOs in Cambodia receive most of 
their funding from western sources 
such as the US and the EU. During the 
pandemic, a lot of those donations 
were reduced or eliminated entirely 
because of the economic disruption 
occurring in those donor countries 
and it has seriously affected many 
Cambodian NGOs’ operations and 
programmes. 

“Right now we have a good oppor-
tunity to show solidarity within the 
country by having Cambodians help-
ing Cambodia. One obvious thing 
that all three NGOs have in common 

is that they are all local ones. Their 
activities and programmes impact a 
good variety of people and are things 
we’re interested in promoting,” 
adana says. 

For instance, TPO is a leading NGO 
in the field of mental health care and 
psychosocial support. 

adana says: “This is a field of work 
we want to support as people are 
struggling with the pandemic and 
all the anxiety, tensions and pres-
sure could really affect their overall 
mental health.” 

Helpage works almost exclusively 
with vulnerable elderly populations 
who are in need of support right now 
and ICS-SP has the unique mission 
of improving parenting skills and 

helping young children grow up in 
more nurturing and positive family 
environments.

adana says that with the current 
situation it would be a complex un-
dertaking to launch another fundrais-
ing event similar to what they just did. 
While there’s no clear plan to repeat 
this style of fundraiser on the hori-
zon, they will always keep their minds 
open to things they can potentially do 
to contribute to a better society.

“my future project would be to try 
to find ways to help prevent a further 
outbreak of Covid-19. as for my art, 
multiple projects will be launched in 
the near future including a new collab-
oration with artist Desmond Doyle on 
a project called See the Big Picture that 
will be based in austria,” adana says.  

adana says she sincerely hopes that 
the themes of The Art of Sharing will 
resonate with others and that Cam-
bodia will see more acts of artistic 
expression as well as charitable con-
tributions even in the midst of an ap-
parently worsening pandemic.  

She also wishes to commend the 
invaluable behind the scenes sup-
port from Raksa Koma Foundation, 
a non-profit organisation founded 
by her fellow exhibition artist Serey, 
whose coordination and support in 
setting up the exhibition in coopera-
tion with the Sosoro museum were of 
vital importantance in the success of 
these efforts.

“I would also add that as the presi-
dent and co-founder of Generation 
C Cambodia, the pandemic has 
shown the weaknesses inherent to 
our modern civilisation, having im-
pacted our civilisation at every level. 
We have to understand that the pan-
demic and the sanitary and environ-
mental crises are due to flaws in our 
modern global system. 

“We have to prepare for the future. 
We must start with a sense of solidar-
ity and fight for a shift in our under-
standing of the history of homo-sapi-
ens as a species,” says adana.

Wisdom, a collaborative artwork between Chea Serey and Adana, was one of the 22 
artworks exhibited at Sosoro museum. SUPPLIED 

Bewilderment, a collaborative artwork between Chea and Adana, was sold at auction 
for $22,500. SUPPLIED

Adana (second left) and Chea Serey (centre) donates the proceeds from their art auction to three local NGOs. SUPPLIED



The local mayor is hoping to 
pull in the tourists, but crossing 
the longest suspended pedes-
trian bridge in the world will test 
anyone’s head for heights when 
it opens officially in northern 
Portugal on Sunday.

It hangs on heavy steel cables 
strung between V-shaped con-
crete towers and runs 516m 
across a canyon, at a height of 
175m. Before Sunday’s official 
ceremony, people from the 
nearby town of Arouca were 
allowed to walk over the mega 
structure’s see-through metal 
grids on Thursday.

Rui Brandao prefers not to 
look down but recommended 
the experience.

“I strongly advise you to 
come even if like me you have 
vertigo,” he said.

“I have to say I haven’t felt it 
at all,” he claimed.

“The inauguration is impor-
tant because it will enable us 
to resume our tourist activi-
ties,” Arouca mayor Margarida 
Belem told AFPTV.

The bridge was a “funda-
mental attraction” for the re-
gion, the mayor said.

The structure baptised “516 
Arouca” crosses the steep 
Paiva river gorge, which is al-
ready strung with some 8km of 
wooden walkways.

“I live round here and when 
I first heard about the bridge 

project, I didn’t really believe 
it,” said Macio Soares.

“But today I’m very proud to 
be here . . . it’s a unique experi-
ence,” he added.

Arouca 516 breaks the record 
for the longest pedestrian sus-
pension bridge held since 2017 
by the Charles Kuonen bridge at 
Randa, in the Swiss Alps. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Pepsi, for one
  5 “Star Trek” speed
  9 Sphere of operation
 14 Skip over
 15 Fluish feeling
 16 Car dealer’s offering
 17 It once hung over the Kremlin
 20 “Goody!”
 21 Anatomical container
 22 Consider seriously
 23 Compliance
 26 Dalai ___
 28 Autocrats (Var.)
 30 Extracting ores
 34 “To ___ is human ...”
 37 Eight, in Roman numerals
 39 More dreadful
 40 They may come on a burger
 44 Reddish-brown
 45 Reason for a handshake
 46 Like some grins
 47 Be a snitch
 49 “Pipe down!”
 52 Parsley or dill, e.g.
 54 Peer group?

 57 From a remote location
 60 Sludgy substance
 62 Luau greeting
 64 City official who hopes many slots 

are filled
 68 NBA game site
 69 Generic dog name
 70 Adam’s apple spot
 71 Fleeced
 72 Exuding moisture
 73 Commodious boats
DOWN
  1 Certain salmon
  2 Place for some Nebraskans
  3 An arm and a leg?
  4 Maximally
  5 “This means ___!”
  6 Eastern title
  7 Box score column
  8 Organ part
  9 Rhyming boxing champ
 10 Car jacker?
 11 Sit in the sun
 12 Part of an archipelago
 13 ___ off (started a hole)
 18 Another peer group?
 19 Bait and switch is one

 24 Church part
 25 Simple chord
 27 Certain skirt
 29 Trig functions
 31 Aggravates
 32 Dudley Do-Right’s beloved
 33 Jennifer of “Dirty Dancing”
 34 Genuine, in Germany
 35 Poseidon’s mother
 36 Monthly budget item
 38 The Gem State
 41 Make a monarch
 42 Ad headline
 43 Piece of chewing tobacco
 48 “Cogito ___ sum”
 50 Serb or Croat
 51 Montana city
 53 Fab
 55 “Who Framed ___ Rabbit”
 56 Crude home
 57 Eastern nurse
 58 Betting game
 59 Nautical “yeses”
 61 Hodgepodge
 63 Says “When?”
 65 Physicist’s unit
 66 Cutting tool (Var.)
 67 Certain sauce source

“MAKING SANDWICHES” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution
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I
F A bottle of Petrus 2000 
that Christie’s is selling 
tastes out of this world it 
might be because it aged 

for 14 months aboard the In-
ternational Space Station.

Christie’s hopes the bottle, 
now up for grabs in a private 
sale, will fetch $1 million, 
which would make it the most 
expensive wine ever sold.

The bottle is one of a batch 
of 12 that european startup 
Space Cargo Unlimited sent 
into orbit as part of research 
into how food and drink ma-
tures in space.

The wine spent almost 440 
days in space, or the equiva-
lent of 300 trips to the Moon, 
Space Cargo Unlimited Ni-
colas Gaume said in a press 
release.

It left for the ISS on Novem-

ber 2, 2019 in a spacecraft 
known as a Cygnus capsule 
and returned on January 14, 
2021 aboard a Dragon cap-
sule manufactured by elon 
Musk’s SpaceX.

Tests carried out in March 
by a wine science institute 
in Bordeaux found that the 
bottles “positively endured 
all the constraints of prepa-
ration, travel, and storage on 
the ISS,” Christie’s said in its 
press release.

At the end of a blind tast-
ing, the researchers noted 
“remarkable differences in the 
colour, aroma and taste com-
ponents,” between the celes-
tial bottles and equivalents 
which had remained on earth.

“The wines sampled were 
commended for their com-
plexity and considered to be 

great wines,” Christie’s added.
The sale is expected to smash 

the record price for a standard 
750 ml bottle of wine.

The most expensive was a 
1945 Romanee-Conti Burgun-
dy which sold at Sotheby’s in 
New york for $558,000 in 2018.

The private sale means the 
buyer and price will remain 
confidential unless the buyer 
chooses to identify them-
selves publicly.

Proceeds will go towards 
funding future space mis-
sions focused on agricultural 
research.

Petrus, from the Pomerol re-
gion near Bordeaux, is consid-
ered one of the world’s finest 
wines. A classic bottle of Petrus 
2000, considered a great vin-
tage, currently sells for around 
€4,500 ($5,400). AFP

Space aged: wine matured 
aboard int’l space station 
expected to fetch $1 million

Philippe Darriet, director of the Oenology Research Unit Institute of Vines, Science and Wine (ISVV), holds a 
bottle of Petrus, that went into space. AFP

An aerial view shows the 516 Arouca Bridge, the world’s longest pedestrian 
suspension bridge with a length of 516m and a height of 175m, in Arouca in 
northern Portugal on April 29. AFP

Portugal inaugurates world’s 
longest suspension footbridge
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W
orld No 3 Si-
mona Halep was 
dumped out of 
the madrid open 

on Tuesday, losing 4-6, 7-5, 7-5 
in the last 16 to Belgian Elise 
mertens, while dominic Thi-
em claimed a straightforward 
win in his first match since 
march.

romania’s Halep, who won 
the madrid title in 2016 and 
2017, is still yet to reach a WTa 
Tour final this season and this 
was her earliest exit in the 
Spanish capital since a 2015 
first-round loss.

Halep had sailed through 
the first two rounds on the 
madrid clay without dropping 
a set but she ended up second 
best in a match which yielded 
15 breaks of serve.

Halep served 10 double 
faults in the match, mertens 
nine.

Halep, a two-time Grand 
Slam champion and former 
world No 1, was twice a break 
up in the final set at 3-1 and 
4-3 but finally succumbed 
after just over two and a half 
hours of play.

In the quarter-finals, 13th 
seed mertens will meet her 
doubles partner, Belaru-
sian seventh seed aryna 
Sabalenka, who dispatched 
american Jessica Pegula 6-1, 

6-2 in just 52 minutes.
World No 1 ashleigh Barty 

will meet ninth seed Petra 
Kvitova in the quarters, while 
eighth seed Belinda Bencic is 
up against Spaniard Paula Ba-
dosa, ranked 62 in the world.

The final last-eight tie will 
see anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 
play Karolina muchova, who 
needed four match points to 
beat maria Sakkari 6-0, 6-7 
(9/11), 7-5.

russian Pavlyuchenkova 
edged out australian open 
runner-up Jennifer Brady 7-5, 
6-7 (8/10), 6-3 despite missing a 
match point in the second set.

Thiem wins on return
In the men’s draw, world No 

4 Thiem eased to a 6-1, 6-3 
thrashing of american mar-
cos Giron in his first match 
for almost two months.

The austrian, playing for 
the first time since a surprise 
loss to lloyd Harris in dubai, 
broke his 91st-ranked oppo-
nent’s serve four times and did 
not face a break point.

“I need 100 percent in every 
aspect of my game,” said the 
third seed.

“I was just not able to put 
that on court in doha, dubai, 
or towards the end of the aus-
tralian open, so that’s why it 
was better to take a break.”

Thiem will next face austra-
lia’s alex de minaur, who was 
leading Harris 6-2, 3-0 when 
the South african retired in-
jured, in the third round.

Italian teenager Jannik Sin-
ner booked his place in the 
second round when his op-
ponent Guido Pella withdrew 

with a leg injury in the second 
set while trailing 6-2 4-4.

“I never played against him 
before, so you never know 
what to expect,” said world 
No 18 Sinner.

“I was trying to keep focused 
on what I had to do. I think it 
has been a good first match 

obviously.”
Sinner, the miami masters 

runner-up, will face alexei 
Popyrin in the second round 
after the australian beat Ger-
man Jan-lennard Struff 6-3 
7-6 (7/4).

Sixth seed andrey rublev, 
meanwhile, had to work hard 

before becoming the first man 
through to the third round, 
battling for two hours and 
20 minutes with american 
Tommy Paul before coming 
through 6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 6-4.

“It’s important to win when 
you’re not [playing] your [best] 
game and things are not going 
well,” the russian said.

“So it’s really important to 
win this match to have more 
confidence. I’m happy that I 
turned it around.”

The in-form rublev has 
reached at least the quarter-fi-
nals in all of his previous eight 
tournaments this season.

Former madrid open run-
ner-up Kei Nishikori edged 
out russia’s Karen Khachanov 
6-7 (6/8), 6-2, 6-2 in the first 
round.

But Canadian pair Felix 
auger-aliassime and denis 
Shapovalov both suffered ear-
ly defeats.

auger-aliassime, the 15th 
seed, lost 6-1, 6-4 to Norway’s 
Casper ruud in the open-
ing round, while 11th seed 
Shapovalov was beaten 6-4, 
5-7, 6-4 by Kazakh alexander 
Bublik in the last 32.

World No 10 matteo Ber-
rettini saw off his fellow Ital-
ian Fabio Fognini, winning 
6-3, 6-4 to book a third-round 
spot. AFP

la liga begin virus probe 
after messi’s Barca party
SPaIN’S la liga is investigating 
whether a party organised by 
Barcelona players at their cap-
tain lionel messi’s home broke 
Covid-19 protocol.

“We’re looking into it,” la 
liga sources said on Tuesday.

monday’s meal brought 
together Barca players, some 
accompanied by their part-
ners, at the argentinian star’s 
house, despite social distanc-
ing rules in the Catalonian 
capital outlawing groups of 
more than six to meet in  
private.

The party may constitute “a 
possible breach of Covid-19 pro-
tocols”, the source suggested.

The purpose of the get-to-
gether according to local 
media was to give the team a 
morale boost ahead of the sea-
son run-in, with messi’s dou-

ble in Sunday’s 3-2 win over 
Valencia leaving them two 
points adrift of atletico madrid 
with four games to play, and to 
celebrate last month’s Copa 
del rey triumph.

Images carried in various 
media showed players like 
Sergi roberto and the teenager 
Pedri leaving messi’s house. In 
a video chants of ‘champions, 
champions’ could be heard.

“The public health agency 
will study this case and decide 
whether to take it any further,” 
Pere aragones, vice-president 
of the regional Catalan govern-
ment, said on Tuesday.

He added: “We call on every-
one to respect the [social dis-
tancing] measures and urge 
those in the public gaze to be 
extra attentive as they can lead 
by way of example.” AFP

arSENal’S season appeared 
to be ending with a whimper 
when they were reduced to 10 
men after falling 2-0 behind 
against Villarreal in last week’s 
first leg of their Europa league 
semi-final.

Instead, a precious away goal 
gave them hope they can finish 
an inconsistent campaign on a 
high by setting up a showdown 
in the Polish city of Gdansk 
against manchester United.

arsenal are ninth in the Pre-
mier league table and are 
unlikely to qualify for Europe 
next year via that route but 
winning the Europa league 
would give them a ticket back 
to the Champions league.

mikel arteta’s side won the Fa 

Cup last season but have failed 
to build on that triumph and 
are on course for a fifth con-
secutive finish outside the top 
four in the English top flight.

The Spanish manager spoke 
last month of his belief that 
arsenal – Champions league 
regulars under former boss 
arsene Wenger – have a 
“responsibility” to deliver Euro-
pean football for next season.

Their hopes hung by a thread 
when dani Ceballos was sent 
off with just over half an hour 
to go in Spain last week after 
goals from manu Trigueros and 
raul albiol had put the home 
side 2-0 up.

But Nicolas Pepe stepped up 
to score from the penalty spot 

to make the score 2-1 and give 
arsenal genuine hope they can 
reach a second Europa league 
final in three years.

Captain Pierre-Emerickau-
bameyang returned to the 
scoresheet for the first time since 
early march in arsenal’s 2-0 win 
against Newcastle on Sunday.

The 31-year-old has recov-
ered after contracting malaria 
while on international duty 
with Gabon.

arteta said that match was 
the perfect preparation for the 
Villarreal game on Thursday.

“yes, because we had a strong 
and a very convincing perform-
ance,” he said. “We scored two 
goals, we kept a clean sheet, 
won the points, and had some 
really strong individual per-
formances too. 

“The only downside is the 
one with david [luiz, who was 
injured during the game] 
because we know how impor-
tant he is to us. I think we lost 
him today.”

Standing in arsenal’s way is 
their former boss and Europa 
league specialist Unai Emery, 
who won the trophy three years 
in a row from 2014 when he was 
in charge of Sevilla and also 
took arsenal to the 2019 final.

Villarreal, who have never 
reached the final of the Cham-
pions league or Europa league, 
have put together a promo-

tional video ahead of the clash 
against arsenal starring Pau 
Torres, with the message:  “let’s 
flip the script . . . It’s our time.”

United romp
While arsenal and Villarreal 

fans face a nervy night, man-
chester United are virtually 
assured of a place in the final 
of a competition they won in 
2017 after hammering roma 
6-2 in the first leg.

United were in trouble when 
they were trailing 2-1 at old Traf-
ford last week but blitzed the Ital-
ians in the second half, with stan-
dout performances from Paul 
Pogba and EdinsonCavani. 

ole Gunnar Solskjaer said 
after the game that the job was 
not yet done but he is on the 
brink of ending his semi-final 
hoodoo and reaching a final for 
the first time as United boss.

The Norwegian will hope 
there will be no distractions 
after Sunday’s match against 
liverpool was postponed fol-
lowing a pitch invasion at old 
Trafford as part of a protest 
against United’s owners, the 
Glazer family.

a first trophy in four years 
would not magically ease the 
festering tensions at the club 
but it would add gloss to a sea-
son in which they are likely to 
finish second in the Premier 
league. AFP

Halep knocked out of madrid 
open, Thiem cruises through

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi gestures during the 
Spanish League football match against Valencia on May 2. AFP

Romania’s Simona Halep returns the ball to Belgium’s Elise Mertens during their 2021 WTA Tour Madrid 
Open tennis tournament singles match on Tuesday. AFP

Arsenal’s French-born Ivorian midfielder Nicolas Pepe grabs the ball 
after scoring during the Europa League semi-final first leg football 
against Villarreal on April 29. AFP

Villarreal stand in way of arsenal Vs 
man Utd Europa league showdown
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P
eP Guardiola said man-
chester City’s first ever Cham-
pions League final had been 
five years in the making after 

Riyadmahrez’s double saw off Paris 
Saint-Germain 2-0 on Tuesday to seal 
a 4-1 semi-final aggregate win.

City will look to set the seal on a 
third Premier League title in the past 
four seasons in the coming days as 
they remain on course for a treble, 
having already lifted the League Cup.

But their previous four Champions 
League campaigns under Guardiola 
ended in anguish before the semi-
final stage.

Guardiola has won the competi-
tion twice before as a coach during 
his time at Barcelona.

However, the Catalan has also en-
dured a decade of disappointment in 
europe’s premier club competition 
since.

“It is for all of us and the club. I’m 
incredibly proud,” said Guardiola. 
“Getting to the final now makes sense 
of what we have done in the past four 
or five years. every day these guys 
have been consistent and this is re-
markable.”

mahrez’s goal also decided the 
first leg and the algerian, who grew 
up in the Parisian suburbs, haunted 
his home town team again with two 
clinical finishes early in each half.

The final in Istanbul on may 29 
against Real madrid or Chelsea is the 
culmination of City’s rise since an 
abu Dhabi takeover in 2008 trans-
formed the club’s fortunes.

meanwhile, four years on from 
making Neymar and Kylianmbappe 
the world’s two most expensive play-
ers, PSG’s wait for a first Champions 
League title goes on.

mbappe could only watch on from 
the stands due to a calf injury as, just 
like in last week’s first leg, his side 
imploded after an excellent first-half 
performance.

The visitors were left to rue huge 
missed chances by marquinhos and 
angel Di maria in between mahrez’s 
strikes before Di maria lashed out at 
Fernandinho to leave PSG down to 
10 men for the final 20 minutes.

“We started really well, creat-
ing chances and dominating man-
chester City,” said PSG coach mauri-

cio Pochettino. “That’s not easy. Not 
many teams can dominate a team 
like manchester City.”

However, the argentine, who had to 
come onto the pitch to calm his play-
ers after Di maria saw red, admitted 
his side’s indiscipline had cost them.

IdrissaGueye was also sent off late 
in the first leg for a shocking chal-
lenge on IlkayGundogan.

“Over the 180 minutes, for 40 or 
45 minutes we played with 10 men,” 
added Pochettino. “That’s a massive 
advantage.”

The French champions thought 
they had an early penalty to get back 
in the tie when OleksandrZinchenko 
was penalised for handball.

However, Dutch referee Bjorn Kuipe-
rs rightly reversed his initial decision 
on seeing a replay of the ball bouncing 
off the Ukrainian’s shoulder.

Zinchenko was heavily involved 
again when the opening goal arrived 
at the other end.

He raced onto City goalkeeper ed-
erson’s thunderous long pass into the 
PSG area. Zinchenko’s cut-back found 

Kevin De Bruyne and after the Belgian’s 
shot was blocked, mahrez pounced to 
slot home on his weaker right foot.

The tie was still far from over as 
PSG penned City back and should 
have been at least level on the night 
before half-time.

marquinhos has made a habit 
of scoring big Champions League 
goals and the Brazilian was inches 
away from another when his looping 
header came back off the crossbar.

ederson then nearly undid his good 
work as Di maria intercepted his hur-
ried throw to Bernardo Silva and flashed 
a shot inches wide with the Brazilian 
‘keeper stranded outside his goal.

Neymar nullified
Pochettino will wonder what could 

have been had mbappe been fit with 
his replacement Icardi ineffective.

Neymar only ever showed flashes 
of his brilliance with City’s impres-
sive defence led by Ruben Dias able 
to focus on stopping the Brazilian 
without mbappe to worry about.

Guardiola’s men have always 
shown enough quality going forward 
and a clinical counter-attack killed 
off the tie on 63 minutes.

De Bruyne freed Phil Foden down the 
left and his inch-perfect cross was blast-
ed high past KeylorNavas by mahrez.

In a repeat of the first leg, PSG’s 
discipline went with their hopes of 
reaching the final.

Di maria needlessly stamped on Fer-
nandinho to be shown a straight red 
card before marco Verratti was lucky to 
escape seeing a second yellow.

“They lost their nerve and started 
to kick us,” said mahrez, rubbing salt 
in PSG wounds. “after the red card it 
was good for us.” AFP

FOR over a decade, hiring Jose 
mourinho was a guarantee of 
instant success, but the new 
Roma manager’s decline has 
been so steep that he heads to 
Italy facing a last chance to sal-
vage his tarnished reputation.

mourinho agreed a three-
year contract with Roma on 
Tuesday and will replace their 

current boss Paulo Fonseca at 
the end of this season.

The 58-year-old was ranked 
among the world’s top manag-
ers after winning the Champi-
ons League at Porto and Inter 
milan, while enjoying domestic 
glory with Chelsea and Real 
madrid.

But mourinho’smidas touch 

has faded in recent years and 
his last three jobs all ended in 
the sack at Chelsea, manches-
ter United and Tottenham.

He left Tottenham in april 
without winning a trophy dur-
ing his reign for the first time 
since departing Uniao de Leiria 
in 2002.

Once hailed as a serial win-
ner, mourinho finds himself 
reduced to working for serial 
underachievers.

Like Tottenham – last 
crowned english champions in 
1961 – Roma, currently lan-
guishing in seventh place in 
Serie a, fit that description per-
fectly.

The Giallorossi won the last 
of their three Serie a titles in 
2001 and their only european 
Cup final appearance ended in 
defeat against Liverpool 37 
years ago.

There was a whiff of despera-
tion about Roma general man-
ager Tiago Pinto as he hailed 
mourinho’s imminent arrival 
with the same kind of hyper-
bole that greeted his decision 
to join Tottenham in 2019.

“When Jose became availa-
ble, we immediately jumped at 
the chance to speak with one 
of the greatest managers of all 
time,” Pinto said.

Tottenham chairman Daniel 
Levy was no less gushing two 
years ago, but his praise ended 
up being laced with irony.

“In Jose we have one of the 
most successful managers in 
football. We believe he will 
bring energy and belief to the 
dressing room,” Levy said just 
17 months before sacking the 
Portuguese coach.

Out of touch
mourinho’s ability to get into 

the minds of his players, cajol-
ing them to reach new heights, 
was unparallelled during his 
golden spells at Porto, Chelsea 
and Inter milan.

But he has looked increas-
ingly out of touch with a young-
er generation of players less 
responsive to his tough love 
approach and bored by his 
rigid tactics.

evidence of mourinho’s steep 
decline was given a high-defi-

nition gloss when amazon’s all 
or Nothing documentary series 
went behind the scenes in his 
first season at Tottenham.

Dele alli and Danny Rose felt 
the lash of mourinho’s tongue 
on camera, with Gareth Bale 
and Toby alderweireld publicly 
criticised by the manager this 
season.

Boasting that his coaching 
methods were “second to 
nobody in the world” and say-
ing “same coach, different play-
ers” after one defeat, mourinho 
blamed everyone but himself 
as Tottenham slid down the 
Premier League table.

While Liverpool’s Jurgen-
Klopp and manchester City’s 
Pep Guardiola have reaped the 
rewards of connecting with 
their players on a personal 
level, the acerbic mourinho 
suffered 10 league defeats in a 
single campaign for the first 
time this season.

mourinho hopes a return to 
Italy can revive his career in the 
same way he rejuvenated Inter 
milan from 2008 to 2010.

He won the Italian title twice 

and was named FIFa’s world 
coach of the year in 2010 after 
landing a Champions League, 
Serie a and Coppa Italia treble.

However, mourinho will 
inherit an ageing Roma team, 
whose flaws were laid bare in 
last week’s 6-2 defeat at man-
chester United in the europa 
League semi-final first leg.

edinDzeko, Pedro, Hen-
rikhmkhitaryan and Chris 
Smalling are over 30 and mour-
inho might struggle to lead 
Roma to Champions League 
qualification, let alone chal-
lenge champions Inter.

Tottenham, with a new sta-
dium and Harry Kane and Son 
Heung-min on the roster, were 
a far more attractive proposi-
tion but mourinho couldn’t end 
their trophy drought.

mourinho poked fun at him-
self in a recent TV advert when 
he admitted it “isn’t easy being 
special”.

But the self-appointed ‘spe-
cial one’ hasn’t lived up to that 
brash boast for some while and 
few expect his fortunes to 
change in Rome. AFP

mahrez double taking man City 
into first Champions League final

City’s Algerian midfielder Riyad Mahrez (centre) scores the opening goal during the UCL second leg semi-final football match 
against PSG on Tuesday. AFP

No longer the special one, mourinho heads to Roma in search of revival

Jose Mourinho was appointed new coach of AS Roma for the next three 
seasons, the Italian club announced in a statement on Tuesday. AFP
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